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MACGREGOR, Margaret Elizabeth

Sadly, at Dumfries & Galloway Royal Infirmary on
Sunday 26th July 2026, after a sudden and short
illness, Margaret Elizabeth Macgregor (born 11th
December 1956), beloved wife of lan and much-
loved mother of Rhona and Stewart,
mother-in-law to Emma and loving grandmother
to Oliver and Max. While she will be sadly
missed, her faith gave her strength and hope,
and brings peace and comfort. Funeral
arrangements to follow.

Enquiries to Shaun Turnbull Funeral Directors
07896 557941
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28 LANGHOLM STREET : “
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Chapels of Rest in J‘

Langholm & Newcastleton %
PHONE: 0785365 55T 941
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Nicholson’s

Funeral Directors
(Independent Family Run)

Bank House, Longtown &

33 High St, Annan
-- For a professional, compassionate

e and caring service
| 24 hours a day Telephone
01228 791098 or 01461 759214
picen - Chapels of Rest

in Langholm, Annan & Longtown
Pre-paid Funeral Plans available
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The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser is part-funded and
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and individuals from the community of Langholm.
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Welcome to wor ship
led by
Rev Morag Crossan

Sunday 2 August
CANONBIE
9.30am

LIDDESDALE
Tlam

Wor ship Group
led services: -
LANGHOLM

10am

WESTERKIRK
1:30pm

Contact usfor
transport
to/from the
Langholm service
Tel. 07989168299

Rev Morag Crossan
Tel: 07861 736071
or email
mcrossan@
churchofscotland.or g.uk

.-5"-

.'C

ey .-f-rl-

Hﬁh.f'.":“ L

Contact us at the E&L: Office 013873 80012

Editor Alan Weatherstone Features Editor Gilly Fraser
All correspondence to: newsdesk@eladvertiser.co.uk

Day Centre welcomes
the Cornets Five

Langholm’s jewel royally entertains CR dignitaries

—— O

TOP TOP TABLE: Guests and speakers at Langholm Day Centre Launch

Cornet ThomasHope Right-H Man
Ewan Patterson, and Left-Hand
Man Bailey Donaldson were piped
into Langholm Day Centrefor the
annual Common Riding lunch on
Monday. Diamond Jubilee Cornet
RonnieHudson and Jubilee Cor net
John Murray were also guests of
honour at thetop table.

Compere Michael Bell welcomed
everyone, thanking Sandra and the
Day Centre staff for the wonderful
buffet meal. He introduced guest
singers Billy Young who sang
Scotland Yet and When Bauldie

Cried the Fair and Amy Gospel,
who formerly lived in Langholm,
accompanied herself on the guitar
and sang Craigielea and The Rose
of Allandale. Eight-year-old Ellie
Radcliffe sang Langholm's Great
Day which she had learned at
Langholm Primary School, and the
Day Centre membersjoined in with
great gusto.

Town Band

Some members from Langholm
Town Band played a selection of
Common Riding tunes and they

were joined by former player, lan
Hotson, who took charge of the
big drum. Eric Laidlaw then vol-
unteered to entertain by singing
The Soft Lowland Tongue.

TheFront Three gave awonderful
rendition of A Wee Bit Toon before
Michael Bell concluded the enter-
tainment with singing Bonnie Char-
lie, dedicating the song to his old
freen Eck Christie.

Another successful afternoon
closed with the singing of Auld
Lang Syne and three cheersfor the
Cornet.

Sandra Graham, Langholm Day Centre Manager, wishes Cornet Tommy Hope well for the Common Riding
while staff and invited guests look on
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NHS announces closur e of
L angholm’s only mortuary

Furious reaction to the latest service to be withdrawn from the town

NHS Dumfries and Gal-
loway isendingthearrange-
ment for local undertakers
to run a mortuary facility
at Thomas Hope Hospital
in Langholm. The move
comes after new national
directionsset out standards
that must be met within all
mortuaries on NHS sites.
General Manager of the
Community Directorate
Stephanie Mottram said:
“Thisareaat Thomas Hope
Hospital has been operated
under the responsibility of lo-
cd undertakersin recent years
but does till represent amor-
tuary on NHS grounds. As
such, we' rerequired to comply
with the new directionswhich
were issued by The Scottish
Government in March titled
* Security and Governance of
NHS Mortuaries. We were
required to assessthe mortuary
gpace at Thomas Hope, and
in doing so our Inspection
Team determined that is not
compliant with theclearly de-
fined standards. Because this
mortuary is operated by third-

party undertakers as part of
their business, rather than by
NHS Dumfriesand Galloway,
we are unable to oversee or
assure compliance with these
national standards. As the
NHS board is ultimately re-
sponsiblefor ensuring that all
mortuary facilitiesonitssites
meet these requirements, con-
tinuing this arrangement is
no longer appropriate.”

Turnbull’'s

Undertaker Shaun Turnbull
sad that the NHS have been
trying to closethe mortuary at
the Thomas Hope hospital for
five years, they did close it
two and a half years ago but
after alot of negotiations and
a large sum of money from
mysalf and Nicholsonswe got
it opened again. They have
said that if they don’t close it
that would impact on an in-
spection of the hospital. They
would need to spend quite a
bit of money on it to bring it
up to amodern standard. Fam-
ilieswishingto seeardative's
body will have to come to

Newcastleton to do so, where
| have a mortuary, but idedlly
I will need to try and find a
suitable place for a
mortuary/viewing room in
Langholm with a private en-
trance. It'sgiving me deepless
nightsworrying about it.
Nichola of Nicholsons
Funera Directors said “We
are disappointed by the de-
cision to close the mortuary

and viewing facilities at
Thomas Hope Hospital,
which have served families
in the local area for many
years. Throughout our in-
volvement with the facility,
our priority has always been
to provide dignified and re-
spectful carefor the deceased
and to support bereaved fam-
ilies within our community.
We have invested signifi-

cantly in maintaining equip-
ment at the site and are cur-
rently working constructively
with NHS representativesre-
garding the future arrange-
ments for that equipment and
the transition following the
closure.

We recognise that the loss
of locd mortuary and viewing
facilitiesmay bedifficult for
some families, particularly
in arura area, and we will
continue to do everything
possible to ensure that fami-
lies receive the highest stan-
dard of care and support dur-
ing this period of change at
Annan and Longtown. We
remain committed to serving
the  communities  of
Langholm, Eskdale and the
surrounding areas and will
continue to provide profes-
siona funerd servicesinline
with al national standards
and regulatory requirements.”

Sincethisdecison wasfirst
announced on social media
local peoplein the areahave
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Hawick
Paper

We reported a couple of weeks
ago that The Hawick Paper
was struggling to find a new
owner but can now report that
its future has been secured. A
new owner called Hawick Me-
diaLtdwhichispart of agroup
of independent media compa-
niesthat includes DNG Media
and Argyll Media which pub-
lishes titles such as the An-
nandale Observer and Dumfries
Courier istaking it over. That
can only be good news for
Hawick.

Bridge
Resulits

N/S - 1, Nancy McLure &
Anne Ferguson, 2, Derek Scott
& Judy Pitchford, 3, Lesley
McCartney & Doreen Taylor.

E/W - 1, Sandra Ritchie &
Anne Hislop, 2, Tom Stothart
& BarbaraAddison, 3, Louise
Grierson & Aileen Graham.

Powfoot
wildlife

People are being invited to
explore the wildlife, land
and heritage of Powfoot at

CR Members pay a

visit to Bauldy Beattie

- .4

In their Annual pilgrimage to Archibald ‘Bauldy’ Beattie's grave, Common Riding Memberspaid their
respectsto the man considered “ Faither of the Common Riding” with the laying of a wreath

expressed disappointment | afreenature day on Sunday
with the decision. 2 August 11am to 4pm.
Book your eyetest today

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

B illey

1
?

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

To advertise in the -
E&L Advertiser,

Longtown
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

please contact us on

013873 80012
or email
alan @eladvertiser.co.uk
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Letters to the Editor

Send yoursto: E& L Advertiser,
47A High St, Langholm DG13 0JH
or email: newsdesk @eladvertiser.co.uk

Thanks to
incredible
people

motivation after meeting so
many incredible people and
hope to return to Langholm
on 6-7 August. If you have a
story to tell, please email me
SO we can arrange a meeting:

Giedre.Jokubauskaite@

i glasgow.ac.uk
I would like to express my Or Giedre
thanks to the people of Jokubatekait
L angholm and surrounding Uni '(t) Uf'?(l;UI aite,
areas, for the warm niversity or Glasgow

welcome, myself and my
colleagues from Glasgow
University, received last
week.

Wevisited thetown and sev-
eral communitiesaround it as
part of our researchinto ‘ Green
Precarity’ — an international
project looking at how green
trangition is affecting com-
munities, employment and
housing. The Save Warblaw
Action Groupinitidly aroused
our interest inthe area. They
invited usto attend ameeting
and we were also ableto in-
terview a large number of
other people, in order to gain
abetter understanding of your
experiences with forestry,
windfarms, proposed Solar
Farmsand the TVNR.

| am full of energy and

CAS support with
energy prlcelncreas&s

With the announcement
earlier this month about the
latest Ofgem energy price cap
which amountsto a 13% in-
creaseon the previous period
Dumfriesand Galloway Citi-
zens Advice Service (D& G
CAYS) is calling for people
acrosstheregion to comefor-
ward if they areexperiencing
fuel poverty.

D&G CAS Chief Executive
Phil Stewart says,

“Even though we've been
living through a heat wave, ris-
ing energy prices this summer
will be a devastating blow for
many people across Dumfries
and Galloway. Because energy
is not just about heating. It is
what keeps daily life running:
it powers the fridge that keeps
food and medication safe, the
washing machine that families
rely on and devices people need
towork, study or stay connected.
For disabled people energy is
even more critical. It charges
wheelchairs and mobility aids
and keeps essential medical
equi pment operating. Some may
also need air conditioning to
regulate temperatures i therr
homes.

“People

living in rural

communities face extra pres-
sures, with higher energy costs,
limited fuel options, and addi-
tional expenses like food and
transport compounding the im-
pact. We have anumber of ways
we can help those who are strug-
gling. Our Safe and Warm Ad-
viser isableto help with arange
of energy issues and our D& G
H.E.AA.T. partnership with D& G

HandyVan helps eligible resi-
dentswith small energy saving
devicesand energy advice. Our
bureaux and outreaches can help

with the most complex issues Citizens

and with income -

maximisation.” E'I dVII Ced
The advice service can be

contacted on 0300 303 4321 or SCOt an

via their website

www.dagcas.org.

KF Memorial

Auld Kirk

Galls to ban

best in area

Kirkpatrick Fleming Commu-
nity Council is absolutely de-
lighted to share somefantastic
news. The War Memorial has
been awarded Winner — Best
Kept Small Community War
Memorial in the Royal British
L egion Scotland Best Kept War
Memorial Competition 2026
for the Glasgow, Ayrshire,
Dumfries & Galloway Area.
This achievement is a real
testament to the dedication of
our volunteers and local
community.

A hugethank you goesto Davie
Holt, Stephen Muir and Mick
Perk for their hard work ingtalling

and maintaining the memorial
area, Agri Cleaning Solutions
for carrying out the specialist
cleaning, Stephen and Helen for
lovingly looking after the flowers
prior to planting and Jo for her
beautiful flower arrangements
thisyear. Mike Little Vice Chair-
man of the community councils
says this award belongs to ev-
eryone who has helped preserve
and honour our fallen heroes.

Your time, effort and commit-
ment ensure our War Memoria
remains a place of remembrance
that our community can be proud
of. Congratulations and thank
you to everyone involved.

gravel spreaders

Volunteers spread gra{/el around the church, doi ng an excellent
job. The church driveway looked lovely in time for Sunday’s
Common Riding service.

disposable
barbeques

Keep Britain Tidy, an
environmental charity, iscall-
ing on the government to ban
the sale of disposable barbe-
cues after yet another devas-
tating spate of wildfiresacross
the country, many of which
have been blamed on aban-
doned so-called “ disposable’
barbecues. The environmental
charity’s Chief Executive Al-
lison Ogden-Newton OBE said:

“Every summer single-use bar-
becues cause wildfires up and
down the country, wrecking nat-
ural habitats, consuming millions
of gallons of precious water as
fire serviceswork to extinguish
them and posing athreat to life
and limb. Itisalmost impossible
to dispose of them safely asthey
can reach temperatures of 400°
C and take a minimum of four
hoursto cool down.

“This year we have had three
notable heatwaves and each one
has been accompanied by wild-
fires which have wiped out

wildlife, wrecked precious green
space, released tonnes of carbon
into the atmosphere and posed
a significant danger to people,
not least those battling to put
them out.

“As many uncontrolled fires
are being blamed on abandoned
barbecues we at Keep Britain
Tidy join the London Fire
Brigade and other fire services
around the country in calling
for these fire starters to be
banned. Surely it istimeto stop
these environmental grenades
being sold? We would like to
see the government bring in a
ban on sales as a matter of

urgency.”
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SasmicArray pulls
plug on windfarm

Muirhall withdraws Teviot proposal

With news that Muirhall
had withdrawn their applica-
tion for the Teviot windfarm
we asked the company for a
statement, and this is what
Sarah Mclntosh, Managing
Director at Muirhall Energy
said:

“We remain confident that the
Teviot site can accommodate an
gppropriately designed wind farm
and continue to believe that the
project can make an important
contribution to communities
across the South of Scotland and
to the UK's renewable energy
ambitions. However, the current
application has been affected by
prolonged uncertainty around the
Eskdalemuir SeismicArray pol-
icy framework. We are disap-
pointed that, despite the impor-
tance of unlocking renewable
energy investment in the South
of Scotland, meaningful progress
has not yet been delivered by
therelevant public bodies.

Muirhall to revise plans on Teviot Windfarm

“We have therefore taken the
difficult decision to withdraw
the current application and focus
our efforts on bringing forward
a revised proposa. We would
like to thank everyone who has
taken the timeto engage with us

throughout the process. We will
continueto work with loca com-
munities, consultees and stake-
holdersaswe develop our revised
plans, and wewill providefurther
details on the new layout as soon
asweareableto do so.”

Carers

can

take a break
from caring

Benefits will continue

During the summer holidays, carersarebeing reminded
they no longer need to have provided care for a set
period beforethey can receive support during atemporary
break. Carers can take a temporary break from their
caring role — for a holiday, a hospital stay, or other
reasons — and continue to receive their carer benefits
during that time, regar dless of how long they’vebeen in

acaringrole.

Carer Support Payment, deliv-
ered by Socia Security Scotland,
can continue for up to 4 weeks
during a temporary break from
caring for any reason, and up to
12 weeksif ahospital stay isin-
volved — or a combination of
hospita and other reasons—with-
in any 6-month period. This
makes financial support more
stable and removes barriers to
taking awell-earned rest.

Theimprovements, introduced
in March this year, aso extend
support in other circumstances.
Carers in Scotland now receive
up to 12 weeks of continued sup-
port if the person they are caring
for passes away - an additional
4 weeks - giving more time to
adjust at adifficult period.

These improvements are
unique to Scotland and are part
of abroader package of support
that includes Scottish Carer Sup-
plement and Carer Additional
Person Payment for those caring
for more than one person. Carers
should let Socia Security Scot-
land know about changes to
their caring hours and respon-
sibilities, including temporary
stopsin careonline or by phone.
Keeping details up to date en-
sures carers get the right amount
of support.

social Security
Scotland
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Langholm
Citizen’s
Advice?

Dumfries and Galloway Cit-
izens Advice Service (D&G
CAY) isexploring the possibility
of introducing aregular citizens
advice outreach service to
Langholm and they want to
hear from people here about
what they would like to see.
The organisation can provide
free independent and confiden-
tial advice that can makeareal
difference especialy as many
people continue to face rising
living costs, changesto benefits
and financial pressures.

D&G CAS is asking what
barriers people face when ac-
cessing advice? What type of
outreach service would work
best? Where and when sessions
should be held? How can the
service be accessible, welcom-
ing and confidential ? Feedback
will influence whether an out-
reach serviceisintroduced and
how it can best meet local
needs. To access the link to the
consultation go to the Langholm
Alliance Facebook page.

[ b atd

Advice for

e
B S otland

New treatment works

at Black Esk reservoir

Scottish Water will soon begin
work between Eskdalemuir
and Boreland to createa new
water treatment works for
the Black Esk reservoir. The
existing treatment works, built
in 1987, currently provides
21.6 million litres of water
daily to around 40,000 cus-
tomers. We previously report-
ed that it has now reached
the end of its lifespan and is
unsuitablefor upgrading. This
isa multimillion project.

The existing WTW has
reached the end of its servicegble
lifespan. Tree felling was part
of the preparatory works and
environmental advisors have
been engaged and will be con-
sulted regularly throughout the
duration of the project. Scottish
Water carried out tree felling
in commercial woodland in
February 2024, which enabled
the company to carry out ground
condition surveysto helpinform
designs.

Prior to carrying out thiswork,
an ecological survey was com-
pleted within the purchased land
area. The area was inspected
for badgers, raptors, and any

squirrel dreys and no evidence
was found to indicate any ac-
tivity within the working area.
We aso carried out an archaeo-
logical assessment and conclud-
ed archaeological risk islow.

Broadleaves
As compensatory planting,
nearly 3200 broadleaved trees
will be planted at Ettrick, around
20 miles away. A further two

Photo by Gavin Graham

hectares of native broadleaved
woodland will be planted at
Black Esk by the end of 2026
to replace the commercia wood-
land felled to facilitate the new
works. Scottish Weater is also
exploring additional ways to
enhance biodiversity on site. A
biodiversity survey has already
been conducted to identify po-
tential improvements acrossthe
broader Black Esk area.

John Lamont MP

ment for Berwickshire, Roxburgh and Selkirk

ohnLamontBorders

Hawick,
TD9 9BU

01450 375948

John Lamont MP
25 High Street,

X @John2win

@ johnlamontborders

mont.org
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Farming

A new cour se has been set up
at BordersCollegeto help peo-
ple find careers in the land-
based sector by giving them
thepractical and industry-rel-
evant skillsthey need to do so.

The Borders Land & Rurad
Skills Pathway programme has
been developed in partnership
with employers and industry ex-
pertsto ensure learners gain the
knowledge and experience need-
ed in today’s job market.

It's being funded through the
Scottish Borders Council Local
Economic Partnership No One
Left Behind (NOLB) initiative
and is open to residents in the
region aged 16 to 67 who are
experiencing barriersto employ-
ment. This includes people af-
fected by mental hedth chal-
lenges, disahilities, child poverty
and young parenthood.

As wdl as gaining valuable
practica skills, learners will be
given one-to-one support, guid-
ance and mentoring from expe-
rienced Borders College staff.

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

In association with

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

on the Border

C&D AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

Tractor Runto mark
Matthew’s memory

New course

The programme is designed to
help them build confidence, de-
velop employability skills and
explorethewiderange of careers
available within the land-based
Sector.

The programmeincludes hands-
on training in tractor driving,
al-terrain vehicle sKills, intro-
duction to welding, bushcutting,
strimming and garden machinery
maintenance.

On completion, learnersreceive
aBorders College Certificate of
Attendance to enhancetheir CV,
whiledso developing tranferable
skillsincluding teamwork, com-
munication and confidence.

The College says there is a
wedlth of career opportunities
availablewithin Scotland’sland-
based industries, and participants
do not need to come from a
farming background to succeed.

Many successful professionas
in the sector arefirst-generation
entrants who have discovered
new opportunitiesthrough train-
ing and hands-on experience.

SOLWAY AGRICULTURE
LIMITED

Glasgow Road L ocker bie Dumfriesshire
DG11 2SE

Tel. Lockerbie (01576) 204124
Fax. Lockerbie (01576) 203806

Beet Pulp Pellets
Barley Grains
NB GrainsWheat Grains
Rolled Barley
Wheatfeed Rapemeal
Hi Pro Soya etc.

and others|ost to mental illness

A tractor run has been organised in memory
of a young Cumbrian man who died earlier
this year.

Matthew Gorton was just 21 years old when he died.
He was a greatly loved member of the local farming
community, and his loss was felt deeply by all who knew
him.

Friends and family say they decided to stage the tractor
run as a tribute to Matthew and to others lost to mental
health issues in the agricultural world.

Money raised will be donated to the Farming Community
Network, a charity originally set up in 1995 by Christopher
Jones who was awarded the MBE in 2011 for his services
to agriculture. It played a key role in helping and supporting
farming families during the 2001 foot and mouth out-
break.

The tractor run will be over 27 miles and organisers an-
ticipate it will take around an hour to an hour and a half
to complete.

It costs £15 to enter and donations will be very welcome.

The event was announced shortly after this year's
Farm Safety Week which is held to raise awareness of
the high number of fatalities and serious injuries suffered
on farms every year in the UK.

In memary of

MAaTTHEW GORTOMN

e

& oihers we hays sl o
mental resith inagrieuliure

Halsing money for the Farming

Cammunity Matwork [FCMN)
Chriny

Sth September 2026

Meet: Michallorest hall Tlam, tractor run leaves at

Wpm
Entry: £15 & donations welcome
Run is 27 miles and will last roughly T 1/2 hours
Al drivess must nave a fracior

heenss and all vahicies must ba
raad eaml

What have Al and video

games to do wrth famming

in future.
They will thentrain alarge

Al and videogames may not
seem theobviousrouteinto

Can be mixed to your

requirements

Collect or deliver ex Laurmar,
Heathall Ind. Est., Dumfries

Bekina Wellingtons
Water proof Leggings &
Jackets Boiler Suitsetc

FORALL LAMBING
REQUIREMENTS
lamb colostrum, lambs milk
bottles, teats, lammacs
castration ringsand pliers
marking sprays etc.

acareer in farming, but the
James Hutton Ingtitute is
all set to prove otherwise.

The Dundee-based Ingtitute
isspearheading a£5m project
which will use severa in-
novative methods to encour-
age Europe's young people
into afarming career

It's financed by Horizon Eu-
rope, an EU funding program
for research and innovation,
and bringstogether fifteen dif-
ferent partner organisationsfrom
across the Europe.

To begin with, researchers
will work with groups of
young people to better un-
derstand how they would
like to see farming evolve

language model (LLM) Al
to conduct a higher education
curriculum review of agri-
cultural training, providing
an oversight of how well
curricula support this future
vision of farming.

The researchers will aso
look at how popular video
games — like the Farming
Simulator series — can help
more young people become
interested in farming.

The Hutton will receive
£853,000 in funding, with
the rest shared among the
other partners.

The project is due to begin
in October and will run for
four years. It will dso amto

Professor Lee-Ann Sutherland

address the issue of lack of
women entering the industry.

Professor Lee-Ann Suther-
land, who will lead the Hut-
ton’s contribution, saysshe's
delighted the project haswon
the funding.

Photo by Paul Glendell
“Enabling a diverse group
of young peopleto enter the
sector —and supporting cur-
rent successors to thrive —
is crucial to enabling inno-
vation and resilience in the
agricultural sector.”



Thursday July 30, 2026 7

Credit where

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser ¢ Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

Cornet opens| Craigs Glub

Initiatie

The Langholm Initiative is delighted to have moved
into new offices at 30 High Street which was the
premises of the Bank of Scotland.

Both the outside and inside of the building have been
spruced up and the staff and trustees of the organisation
are happy to bein amore central location. Cornet Thomas
Hope cut the ribbon last Tuesday when he and his Right-
And Left-Hand Men popped into the offices and the new
base for the Initiative was declared open.

The information centre will move into the space in the
not-too-distant future, offering a better location for both
local people and visitors aike. The Initiative bought the
property and is hopeful that going forward they can
utilise the premisesin different ways, including for small
exhibitions and meetings. The trustees would like to
thank all staff, local retailers and tradespeople who helped
get the placein order and all the dedicated volunteers for
all their effortsin getting us there.

Tie Winners

credit is due!

T he Xcel project says a
huge Congratulations
to Flissy Barrie-Taylor
and Emmy Kingstreewho are
the winners of the Castle
CraigsClub Tie Design Com-
petition for 2026.

Our guest judge Ellie particu-
larly liked the variety in Flissy's
design and the use of familiar
landmarks, badges and emblems
in Emmy's design. Well done
to both of youl!

Buccleuch Centre

Thanks to The Buccleuch
Centrefor hel ping with the com-
petition. All of the entries are

on display in the Centre so pop
in and have alook at all of the
amazing designs! A huge thanky-
ou to everyone who took part
and we can assure you that Ellie
had areally tough time picking
the winners.

Last Sunday we wereinvolved
in the Castle Craigs Fun Day
and it was another great day on
the Castleholm. Therewere |ots
of people up enjoying the day.
The winner of the Castle Craigs
Fun Day Quiz was Sadie and
her family and the winner of
the Castle Craigs Fun Day Horse
Hunt was Ada Byers (plus Jude
and Henry).

. g i 110 el \1
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Langholm Common Riding Members’ Official Photo 2026

Langholm Common Riding members make a great
team and have wor ked well together to bring another
big day of celebration to fruition.

At the time of writing the stagein front of the town hall
was being erected by alarge group of volunteers and it's
good to see so many willing hel pers getting the job done.
Every year the Castle Craigs Club also makes amarvellous
job of organizing all of the rideouts and supporting the
riderswho take part, young and old. Langholm’s volunteers
from all walksof lifeare all willing to commit every year
to make the last Friday of July aday to remember.

Thework that they do all looks seamless and yet behind
the scenes must take an enormous amount of organisation
and co-ordination. Ex Cornet Kevan Hotson is the Chair
of Langholm Common Riding and Neil Fletcher is Chair
of the Castle Craigs club and everyone has got behind
them to do whatever is required to ensure everything
goes smoothly on Friday.
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I atimers ,
of Langholm r—

®013873 80265

.

Proudl serving Lang‘holm since 1882
Huge congratulations to Cornet Tommy Hope

on the way he carried out his duties for 2026

Est. 1882

wwrw lntimersoflangholm,eo ok
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‘The Setterday Afore’ whets the town'’s appetite

Castle Craigs Club official :photo 2026 }
. Photo Castle Craigs Club

Cornet Hope with the winner of the Castle Craigs

Fell Race - Sam Ellwood FUTURE Cornet?: Tom Hen aetting some practice in Finn McVittie tears up the Kirk Wynd . 50 YEARS ON: Jubilee Cornet John Murray , S . , BOYS OF THE OLD BRIGADE: It was 78 years ago on Saturday that
Photo: Mairi Telford-Jammeh geting P Photos: Alan Weatherstone takes the Wynd i his stride BIRD'S EYE VIEW: Robbie Alexander on Liam Patterson’s shoulders Arthur Elliot first rode the Castle Craigs rideout
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Evenyone at the Eskdale& ledeﬁdaleAdvertlsér “ |

would liketowish CORNET TOMMY HOPE and all the people of
Langholm, the surrounding area, and V|3|torsafantast|c Common Riding 2026
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ornet Thomas David
Hope was born in
Hexham but moved to

Albierigg farm near Harelaw
where he grew up. After
attending Canonbie Primary he
went on to Langholm Academy.

He learned to play mini rugby
with Langholm moving on to
youth rugby up to under 14 level.
He then went on to play for
Hawick Wanderers and Hawick
Youth Rugby at under 18 level.
Thomas now playsfor Langholm
aong with his Left-Hand Man
Bailey Donddson. Hedso enjoys
golf and carpet bowling. He now
lives in Langholm and works as
an agricultural officer for the
Scottish Government.

Thomas was elected to be
Langholm Cornet at histhird time
of standing and said it felt like
the longest day ever waiting for
nighttime to come, and then the
quickest night ever oncethe Right-
and Left-Hand Men came bursting
through his door. “I felt totally
elated and it was all very surreal.”

Hisfirst specia memory related
to Langholm Common Riding
was joining the Castle Craigs
Club following his good friend

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser Common Riding Supplement 2026

Great man for thejob

Asthe Big Day approaches, the town has taken Cornet Tommy Hopeto its heart

Lee Earsman in 2011 and rece| v-
ing his club tie and badge. “L

has been agreat friend and support
to me over the years, and it was
an honour to be presented with
these from him during his time
in office. It's a memory | will
never forget” he said.

Highlights

Thomas has had afew highlights
so far including visiting and riding
other border towns’ Common
Ridings and meeting other prin-
cipas. Hesaid that it's been amaz-
ing to experience a lot of things
for the first time and says he has
made lots of new freens from all
over the Borders throughout the
last couple of months.

Tommy'’s brother, Harry, joined
the Benty and the Castle Craigs
rideouts. Although Harry, who
works with Tommy’s father at
Mouldyhillsand at Terrona, won't
be riding on the Common Riding
Day.

This Common Riding Day
Thomas will be riding a horse
called Kastano, which means
chestnut in Greek and his six-
year-old mount is indeed that
beautiful colour. Thomas went

well up the Kirk Wynd on his
horse on the Castle Craigs Day
and there is no doubt that he'll
make a wonderful Cornet sup-
ported by both Right-Hand Man
Ewan and Left-Hand Man
Bailey.

Thomas' favourite Common
Riding song is ‘O’ & the Airts’,
as it gets the whole Common
Riding underway and he saysthat
every time he hears it, it takes
him to being on the street on
horseback on Common Riding
morning. “ That's when you know
the big day isfinaly here.”

@ avidsons
CHEMISTS
All the staff at Davidsons Chemists
would like to wish all the best to

Cornet Tommy Hope
and everyone attending
Langholm Common Riding 2026

Roger & Geoff at

JAMES MAXWELL

BUILDING CONTRACTORS

would like to congratulate

CORNET TOMMY HOPE

and wish him, his Right & Left-
Hand Men and all participants in
Langholm Common Riding

a memorable day on Friday

Contact:
Roger : 07702 733086
Geoff : 07789 984304

Would like to wish Cornet Tommy Hope
and all his followers all the best for
Langholm Common Riding 2026

Opening limes: Monday, Tuesday & Friday 10am - dpm,
Saturday 9.30om to 12 noon.
Janet Carson on 07949 559134 for framing/painting commissions.

JRW
HOGG &
THORBURN

cha¥tered accountants

Good Luck Cornet To Hope
from allat JRW Hogg wrburn

\

BIGGAR EDINBURGH GALASHIELS HAWICK

Alison Hotchkiss

from Blueheart Counselling

Wishes Cornet TOMMY HOPE

RHM Ewan Patterson & LHM Bailey Donaldson
all the very best for an unforgettable
Langholm Common Riding 2026
Safe oot! Safe in!

Blueheart Counselling
Www.blueheartcounselling.%
Telephone 07703039216 ==

Email:alison@blueheartcounselling.co.uk

BILL BARBOUR

ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES

GOODILUCIKKITO

HAVERA
GREAT;

34 HIGH STREET, LANGHOLM, DG13 0JH
013873 80474
barbour.robbie@hotmail.co.uk

FREE DELIVERY & INSTALLATION IN LANGHOLM,
CANONBIE, EWES & WESTERKIRK AREAS
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1976

By Mairi Telford Jammeh

The 1976 L angholm Common
Riding was a spectacular cel-
ebration with Cornet Murray
having a record following of
over 200 riders. Cornet John
Elliot Murray was elected
unopposed, and he told the
people of Langholm that he
would endeavour to carry out
the duties of his office to the
best of his ability. On the day
it was indeed a great perfor-
mance on his part and every-
one present extended to him
their hearty congratulations
for such a magnificent effort.

The beat of the hoofs on the
bridle-track

The tang of the moorlands
brown;

A custom that carries their
memories back

Lest we forget what we hold
dear

In the heart of this Border
glen,

We watch them ride and till
we cheer

The Cornet and his men.

Weatherwise the Common
Riding of 1976 was one of
mixed fortunes. All the morn-
ing’s celebrations were under
what might be described as
mercurial weather conditions.
Sometimes the sky became
overcast with ominous dark
clouds on the horizon but
within a few minutes, things
changed entirely. The clouds
disappeared and the skies

became blue, King Sol
appeared in dl its glory and
on went the celebrations in
blazing sunshinewhich, on oc-
cason, was redly fiery inin-
tensity.

The E&L of 1976 said that
no one will dispute that
Friday'sfestiva will go down
in the records as one of hap-
piest and one of the most
spectacular in the series and
it coversaperiod of well over
a couple of centuries. Never
did all the preliminaries build
to such atremendous climax
and never did a Cornet give
such a dignified lead to the
ceremonies particularly in
showing theway in the hectic
hell-for-leather gallop up the
Kirkwynd; never did theem-
blems— spade, crown, thistle
and barley-banna grace the
procession so spectacularly;
never wasthe Langholm Fair
proclamed so emphaticaly
by the Fair-Crier; never did
theflute, toon and pipe bands
play sowell; never did Muck-
letoonersand strangersinthe
Langholm gates link their
arms together and sing the
auld songswith such obvious
relish and enjoyment.

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser Common Riding Supplement 2026
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LANGHOILM
DAY CENTRIE

would like to wish
Cornet TOMMY HOPE

a great Common Riding

A’ the best for the Big Day
from all the members, staff & volunteers

DEREK JOHNSON
~ BUILDERS ~

wishes Cornet Tommy Hope

and everyone taking part in
the Common Riding

Ashleybank

| n\vestments

Everyone at Ashleybank
would like to wish
CORNET TOMMY HOPE
and all his followers, on foot and on horseback,
al the very best for
L angholm Common Riding 2026
‘safe oot, safein’

Sponsors of
the Ashleybank 1,000 guineas 90m Open Handicap and
the “ Welcome to Langholm” 90m UK Sprint Championship

Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 OAN : 013873 81066

all the very best for Friday

General Building Services  All work considered
23 Arkinholm Terrace, Langholm - t. 07815 804035

K EVAN HOTSON
(Builder)

Braidpath Cottage, Skippers, Langholm
t. 07714 463178

Best wishesto

Cornet Tommy Hope,
his Right and Left, and
everyone attending
Langholm Common Riding
for agreat day
on Friday

Steven, Christine
& Maria of .

Pelosis

Corner Café

would like to wish
CORNET TOMMY HOPE
all the best for the Common Riding
Market Place, Langholm Tel. 013873 81250

BUCCLEUCH

BUCCLEUCH ESTATES

wishes
CORNET
TOMMY HOPE
all the very best
on his special day

Ewesbank, Langholm DG13 OND
Tel: 013873 80202 Fax: 013873 81103




4  We look back on the fabulous

e had a hunt through the
archives at the E& L to see what
we could come up with, photo-

wise for 2026.

We decided to stay with the years ending
in a six and keeping a black and white
theme.

There are some interesting sights here
dating back to 1926, all showing some
weel-kent faces and taking us back to a
time when you couldn’t take a photo with
a digital camera or a mobile phone. The
photo of Rob Borthwick in 1936 is of great
quality.

1956: Craigcleuch Rideout
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1966: Langholm Town Band leads Cornet Ronnie Hudson and the cavalcade through the Market Place

1966: Cornet John E. Murray with RHM John R. Reid and LHM Graham Cubbon
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1976: Robbie Trussler Geoff Ireland, Tony Anderson Jock Corrie and Harry Cuthbertson
making heather besoms for the children of Eskdaill Street

1946: Cornet John Murray

1986: Ex-Cornet Archre Irving presents Cornet lain Park with a suitably inscribed h|p flask
on behalf of the residents of Charles Street
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A bad year well handled

2001

By Mairi Telford Jammeh

The Langholm Common
Riding in 2001 was not a
typical one dueto a nation-
wide foot and mouth out-
break which curtailed many
rural activities and which
had impacted on farmersin
avery cruel manner. Rather
than electing a Cornet, it
was decided to ask John
Murray the semi jubilee Cor-
net.to carry theburgh stan-
dard with hisonly followers
being right hand man Steven
Hotson and left Darren Irv-
ing. Some of the rideouts
wer e done on foot but there
were still restrictions on
movement around the coun-
tryside to avoid further
spread of thefoot and mouth
disease. As the E&L for
Thursday 26 July 2001 said:

“Neither war nor plague has
ever stopped Langholm from
holding its Common Riding
and tomorrow will be no ex-
ception. At 5am the flute band
will summon the town, and
the townspeople will prepare
to gather outside the town for
8.30am when the ceremonies
will begin and the town stan-
dard will be presented to semi-
Jubilee Cornet John Murray.
John, supported by his Right-
And Left-Hand men Steven
Hotson and Darren Irving will
ride the boundaries after the
customary gallop up the Kirk
Wynd but there will be no
mounted caval cade to follow

them because of the redtrictions
imposed by the foot and mouth
crisis. The processionsinvolv-
ing the town band, pipe band,
the children with their heather
besoms and the bearers of the
thistle and floral crown will
ensurethe day isasenjoyable
asever.”

In 2001 barley banna baker
Bobby Morrison was rolling
out his dough for his final
Common Riding and preparing
to retire from his bakery busi-
ness. Bobby took over the bak-
ing of the banna from Semi—
Jubilee Cornet John Murray’s
father who gave him therecipe
after closing his own bakery
inthe very year that John was
himself Cornet. Bobby and his
wife Mamie attended a func-
tion in the Masonic Hall on
the Monday of Common
Riding week, the usua night
for the banna testing which
was cancelled asit’snormally
hosted by the Cornet’s father.
The ‘do’ was aptly named
‘Bobby’slast banna.

‘We've had aCommon Rid-
ing’ said Semi—Jubilee Cornet
John Murray at the end of the
extraordinary 2001 Common
Riding. As James Maxwell
said at the start of the cere-
monies in the Market Place,
cancellation was never an op-
tion. Without the mounted
cavalcade the parades could
have been somewhat disap-
pointing but not a bit of it.
The huge crowds readily dis-
played their enthusiasm for
the decision to go ahead and
roared their approval when
John led the traditional gallop
up the Kirk Wynd.

Id ity L,'.-ﬁ"-

ONLY THREE HORSES: John Murray fulfilled the role of Cornet
once more in 2001

Vehicle Servicing & Repairs
THE GARAGE = 21 HIGH STREET
LANGHOLM = DUMFRIESSHIRE
Telephone and Fax: (013873) 80476

Tommy & Diane
would like to wish

CORNET
TOMMY HOPE
his Right and Left-Hand Men
and all taking part in
the Common Riding
all the very best for
another great day

~IV™  to yearn for
YARNS
" would like to wish
CORNET TOMMY HOPE
and all his followers

all the best for the Common Riding
www.yarnstoyearnfor.com

All the very best to

Cornet
Hope

from all at

LANGHOLM &

Langholm RFC

PR anry A
All the members of Langholm Golf Club would
like to wish CORNET TOMMY HOPE
and his followers the very best for Friday.
Come and visit us for a refreshment
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Mautreen, Rob, Jason & Staff of

THE
DOUGLAS HOTEL

would like to wish
CORNET TOMMY HOPE
and his followers
every success for the COMMON RIDING

*Home-cooked food
*Takeaways served
*Beer Garden
*Cask Ale

* Quality en-suite
accommodation

86 High Street * Langholm * 013873 81547

MARTINS

TYRE AND AUTO SERVICES

Official MoT Testing Station
Servicing, Mechanical and Body Repairs

TYRES : EXHAUSTS : BATTERIES

Wishing Cornet TOMMY HOPE
a great day on Friday

HIGH STREET, LANGHOLM
Telephone (013873) 80246

DYERS IA
All the staff at
FTS Dyers Ltd
would like to wish
TOMMY HOPE

all the best as
Langholm Cornet for 2026

.FTS Dyers Limited
Waterside Mill @ Langholm
Tel:013873 81188




www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

60 yearson for Ex-Cornet Ronnie

Thursday July 30, 2026 7

D |

year

have a
Diamond Jubilee Cornet. Ronnie Hudson
waselected in May 1966 to act asLangholm’s
Cornet and stood in the M ay election against
George Beattie. Both men worked in mills
in the town. It was the third time that
Ronnie had stood to be Cornet, and the
total poll was 798 voteswith Ronnie getting
595 of them.

Ronnie was given a very warm reception at
the concert when he was invested with his
sash by the then Provost’s wife, Mrs Grieve.
In those days a supper dance was held in the
Eskdale hotel on the Simmer Fair night and
Cornets from other towns attended the event
with only one toast being made and that to
Cornet Ronnie Hudson. Ronnieissaid to have
made a suitable reply. Ronnie's girlfriend and
polkapartner at thetime was Margaret Barbour
who two years later became his wife.

Ronni€'s Right-Hand Man in 1966 was the
late David McVittie and his Left was R Irving
Edgar. 140 riders followed Ronnie on the day
and the colours were green and yellow with
Charlottown the Derby winner that year. Ronnie
himself rode a bullet proof grey horse from
Annan caled Winston which ate the heather
out of Boodle's band cap. There was no semi
jubilee cornet that year because of thewar years
so Ronni€’s second cousin John Young carried
the flag from the Castle Craigs to Whita Well.

The weather on the day was not particularly
kind, and it was wet at the hound trail although
the sun came out for a while, but rain came

Buccleuch Hall.

There were huge cheers when the Cornet
safely returned the Burgh standard at the end
of the day. On the platform in the evening was
old Davie Irving who was the grandfather of
Ronni€’s brother-in-law and Cornet in 1897
making it a truly special end to a wonderful
day.

Ronnie has thoroughly enjoyed attending
the various events this year so far and is
looking forward greatly to Langholm’s great

Good Luck to
Cornet Hope

| TheAfforadable

. Angler
84 High Street

wouldjlkgtomsh [

and everyone ¢
attending the 2026,
Langholm .
Common Ri
fantastic c

Common Riding’
Window Contest

later and at night the dance was held in the

day on Friday.

s BGCE Buccleuch Centre E kd 1
M ana)éement LANGHOLM S a e
98 High Street Tel. 013873 81196 HOTE L

Langholm
t. 013873 80778

info@buccleuchcentre.com

ACCOMMODATION FOOD FUNCTIONS

The staff and volunteers at

The Buccleuch Centre hope that Everyone at

Everyone at

Mark Seed THE ESKDALE HOTEL
© Forestry & Land Management @@EBMET would like to wish
(Q\| would like to wish mmw H@@E Cornet
(@) CORNET TOMMY HOPE
[Q\| TOMMY HOPE and his family the very best for the

have a wonderful COMMON RIDING

his Right and Left-Hand Men
and all participants
all the best for a great
Common Riding

Common Riding

Market Place = Langholm = DG13 0JH
t. 013873 80357
www.eskdalehotel.co.uk

ANDERSON’S

of Langholm

Safe oot, safe in!

iding

The committee, staff and members of

Langholm Social Club

would like to wish

Cornet Tommy Hope

and all his followers all the best
for the 2026 Common Riding

Best Wishes to

Hnmsun gifts & crafts

, Best wishes to Cornet Tommy Hope i

Cornet TOMMY HOPE
and his Right and Left-hand men

for a great Common Riding !

Facehosk B
Inatageam

LUXURY COACH & PRIVATE HIRE
013873 80553

LANGHOLM
Common R

54 high street, Langholm |
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“Good Luck to
Bannas well t est ed Cornet Hopel

Safe Oot, Safeln!

%N from all at
HILLTOP LEAF

PHARMACEUTICAL CANNABINOIDS

Everyone at
Langholm Cricket Club §
wishes Cornet Tommy Hope g

Speakers, singers, musicians and invited guests were all treated to a fabulous night of
sentiment and entertainment as the Cornet’s faither, David Hope, held the traditional
pre-Common Riding Banna Testing in Langholm Social Club on M onday evening.

all the best for a
With Lee Earsman as Chairman holding proceedings together, the night flowed smoothly

through story and song and the company of over 100 reached the conclusion that the Bannas G I eat Com mon R| d| ng
were as good as ever!

All the very best to Evgrynne at Creation Mill SH A U N T U R N B U L L
p wishes Cornet Thomas FUNERAL DIRECTORS, NEWCASTLETON
Cornet Tommy Hope d’gjﬂ __i‘, e e would like to wish all the best to
llopieiehione 3 il Lt OB
Xcel Youth Project LSEATIOMEIIEL L angholm Common Riding 2026
CULLEN KILSHAW
Good Iuck Ch]oe at La Beue ‘SOLICITORS&ESTATE AGENTS
from all a .
- Langzolm In;iaﬁve Tanning & Beauty www.cullenkilshaw.com
Puldng afuurefor Eddale Chloe would like to wish The Team
Best wishesto CORNET at CULLEN KILSHAW
Cornet TOMMY HOPE would like to wish
Tommy Hope B
All the staff and volunteers wish you -
the best of luck with your duties. 2026 Common Riding DAVID HOPE
Safe oot. safein! all the best for
The Langholm Initiative Common Rldlng 2026
30 High Street | Langholm | DG13 OJH
013873 80914 | @langholmonline 38 High Street, Langholm
fb.com/langhol minitiative T.013873 80482

——,

P\ Elizabeth, Kelvin and staff

PAPER SHOP al The Langholm Paper Shop & Wilson Pets

|, oAl 7

would like to wish everyone
agreat Common Riding and the
best of luck to Cornet Tommy Hope
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By Gilly Fraser

uvenated

Festival hailed
a great success

The Newcastleton Music
Festival got off to a fantastic
start on Friday evening with
a lively celidh in the Village
Hall. Wonderful music from
thevery talented lan Anderson
and Carol Dobson, combined
with afloor full of enthusiastic
dancersmadefor athoroughly
entertaining evening.
Saturday’s daytime pro-
gramme was packed with ava-
riety of traditional singing and
music competitions, showcasing
animpressive standard of talent.
Competition winners are noted
below:
Children’s Singing
Violet & Rowan Crawford
Instrumental
David Duncan
Original Song
Beth Brooks-Taylor
Men’s Traditional Singing
Kit Copeland
Women’s Traditional Singing
Carol Anderson
Border Ballad
Dave McFadzean
On Saturday evening, the
Village Hall was completely sold
out as locals and visitors aike
danced and sang aong to the

NEWGASK‘Jp
MUSIC FEST l\ml.

‘n'~_1.r |

incredible Jason Arnup and his
band. Their energetic perfor-
mance kept the hall bouncing
well into the early hours and
provided a fitting highlight to
the weekend.

Sunday morning saw the wel-
come return of the Amateur Solo
Highland Bagpipe Compstition,
which was expertly judged by
lain Bell. Although there were
just seven competitors, the tandard
was exceptionaly high and the
performances were enjoyed by
everyonein atendance. Theoverdl
winner was Mark Miller from
Codburn Pipe Band.

The festival concluded with a

well-supported Chorus Cup, where
singers of dl ages, abilities and
musica styles competed for the
Mike Ward Memorid Cup.

TheNewcagleton Music Festivad
Committee would like to extend
itssincerethanksto everyonewho
helped make the weekend such a
uccess From volunteersand com-
petitorsto performers, judges, and
supporters, every contribution was
greatly gppreciated. A pecid thank
you aso goes to everyone who
attended the eventsin the Village
Hall and helped keep the music
aive by supporting the sessions
in the village's pubs throughout
the weekend.

Creaky

Blinders to bhe
Show finale

The countdown is well and
truly on to this year’'s Holm
Show.

With just four weeks to go,
preparations are well underway
for thisvery special anniversary
year, which celebrates awhop-
ping 130 years of Holm Show
shenanigans.

It'sarealy busy time for the
organisers, the conveners, the
secretaries, the volunteers and
all the behind-the-scenes people
who play such a huge part in
putting the show together.

The committee say they would
like to thank local businesses
for their continued support in
helping with the schedules,
raffle ticket selling, sponsorship

and so on. Schedules are avail-
able in local shops, or on the
website holmshow.com but if
anyone has questions, they can
send a message to the-
holmshow@googlemail.com

Don’t forget that entries have
to be in by Saturday August
8th.

Thereisstill some availability
for sponsorship, advertising,
trade stands and craft tables.
Sponsorships start from £6 per
class, Adverts start from £20.

Thisyear Show Day isround-
ing off with a performance by
the very popular band Creaky
Blinders, and there's till time
to get tickets, so don't miss
out.

Scottish Bike
Trialsin Holm

Thefourth round of thisyear’s
Scottish Bike Trials is
happening this weekend in
Newcastleton.

Unlike other sportsinvolving
bikes, this one doesn’t involve
speed or distance, but rather is
achallenge of balance, precision
and control as the riders ma-
noeuvre their way up, over and
across a variety of obstacles
such asrocks, logs and boulders.

The rider loses marks if they
put a foot down while tackling
the obstacle, or worse still if

they fall off the bike.

Therider with the lowest score
at the end of the day isthe win-
ner.

The sport caters for all ages
and abilities, so beginners can
start off gently on the easier
courses and work their way up
to the trickiest and at New-
castleton there are routes to suit
al levels.

It's become areal family sport
over the years with plenty of
fun for the spectators as well
asthe riders themselves.

Clegg brothers compete
in Commonwealth Games

Clegg brother s Stephen and Jameswho
both grew up in Copshaw have made a
triumphant return to theworld of com-
petitive svimming at the Commonwesalth
Games — but it meant missing the wed-
ding of their big sister Libby.

Stephen’s last dip into the pool was at
the 2024 Paralympics in Paris where he
won two gold medals to add to the rich
collection of world championship medals
he had already collected over the years.

But following that success, he suffered
a shoulder injury that required surgery
and sidelined him for more than a year
and a half.

However, he was right back on form for
hisfirst event at the Commonwealth Games
in Glasgow — claiming silver in the 100m
Freestyle (S-13).

And swimming aong beside him —was
brother James, who was making his
Commonwealth Games debut and first in-
ternational team appearance in thirteen
years. He just missed out on a podium ap-
pearance alongside Stephen, taking fourth
Place just a shade behind Matthew Red-

ern.

James won bronze at London 2012 and
went on to represent GB at the World
Championships in 2013, finishing third
inthe S12 400m Freestyle. He was inducted

into the Scottish Swimming Hall of Fame
in 2018.

After clinching the silver, Stephen thanked
everyone who had helped him get there.
“Tomethisismorethan amedal it'savote
of confidence that | can still compete at a
level that will make my country proud,”
he said.

“1"m grateful to my team, my family, and
the fans who have made this medal an
unforgettable experience.”

The only downside of the brothers Com-
monwealth Games experience was that
they had to miss big sister Libby’swedding.
Since Libby is herself a Commonwealth
Games gold-medal winner, having scooped
the top prize at the 2014 event — also in
Glasgow — in the Para-Athletics T11/12
100 metresaswell astwo goldsat the 2016
Olympicsin Rio de Janeiro, we think she
will have forgiven her brothers for their
absence.

LAST MINUTE NEWS:
We heard late last night that Stephen has
gone on to win his second Common-
wealth medal...Gold thistime in the men’s
S13 50m freestyle final. Congratulations
to both brothers

Stephen Clegg (top) and brother James
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Rev. Morag Crossan with the Front Three after what was her last Common Riding Service as she moves on to
Pastures new. Everyone wishes her well in her new ministry in Ayrshire
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C & D Marts (Longtown) Primestock Report

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

Thursday, 23rd July 2026

C&D Auction Marts had forward
an entry of 6,023 sheep compris-
ing of 2,472 prime lambs and
3,551 cast ewes & rams at their
weekly sale at Longtown Mart on
Thursday 23 July 2026.

PRIME LAMBS

Alarger show of 2,472 lambs for-
ward with trade being better than
expected. Best heavies still
breached £200 on numerous oc-
casions with best exports breach-
ing 400ppk. Prime lambs are still
a marvellous trade for the time of
year with fed lambs now receiving
a premium in comparison to grass
fed lambs.

Top price per head of £220 for
Beltex lambs from R Pinder, Edis-
ford Bridge, Clitheroe who also
achieved the top per kilo of 414p.
Overall average 365.4p (SQQ
367.7p)

Principal Prices (Per Head)
Beltex £220 Edisford Bridge,

£218 Lingey Field, £209 Moss
House, £198 Edisford Bridge.
Texel £214 Corneyside, £212
Tone Hall, £208 Crumhaughhill,
£206 Corneyside, £201 Bygate,
£200 Dian House, Lingey Field &
Northway.

Suffolk £210 Bankhead, £205
Steel Hall, £204 Dian House,
£200 Farlam Hill & Craumhaugh-
hill, £199 Shankston.

North Country Cheviot £190
Humbleheugh & Larkhall.
Border Leicester £190, £180
Roxburghmill.

Blue Texel £188 Mid Bishopton.
Hampshire £183 Steel Hall.
Zwartbles £180, £172 Chas-
eside, £170 Holmlea.

Dorset £177 Ballycoach Smithy.
Easycare £164 Eland Hall.
Roussin £162 Farnham Park.
Jacob £160 Carsenestock.
Mule £159 Farnham Park,
£154.50 Whiteside, £152.50
Ralphshield.

Principal Prices (Per Kilo)
Beltex 414p Edisford Bridge,

409p East House, 396p Edisford
Bridge, 395p Baurch, 393p Milton
Mains, 390p Braehead.

Texel 405p Shawhill, 402p Cor-
neyside, 400p Newton of Logierait
& Shawhill, 398p, 397p Corney-
side, 397p Newton of Logierait.
Suffolk 373p Staffler & Northway,
369p Castlehills, 368p March-
bank, 367p Tone Hall, 366p Steel
Hall.

Dutch Spotted 372p Hillend Gar-

dens & Briery Square.
Hampshire 369p, Steel Hall,
365p Collie Law.

Mule 368p Whiteside, 363p
Ralphshield, 355p Whiteside,
353p Shankston & Penpeugh.
North Country Cheviot 365p
Meikleholm, 363p Braidley, 359p
Humbleheugh & Raggetsyke,
358p Larkhall.

CAST EWES AND RAMS
A similar show of 3,551 cast ewes
and rams sold to a very buoyant
trade and sold beyond expecta-
tions. Commercial over fat ewes
seeing the largest rise on the
week with all other classes realis-
ing last weeks very high rates of
return and in some cases sur-
passing last weeks trading.
More cast ewes are actively
sought after on a weekly basis to
satisfy an ever growing demand
at Longtown.
Please do not hesitate to contact
our auctioneers for further en-
quiries.
Texel ewes sold to a top of £340
for Texel ewes from J & J Camp-
bell, Dinnans, Whithorn.
Suffolk ewes topped at £242 for
Suffolk x ewes consigned by
Chaseside.

Mule ewes sold to biblical rates of
return with several penfulls of
heavy mules breaching £200.
Topping at £232 for a pen of huge
Scotch bred ewes consigned by
M/s Wallace, Blairshinnoch.

North Country Cheviot ewes sold
to a huge enquiry with Dallas
Allen, Humbleheugh stealing the
limelight with his run of expertly
finished ewes topping at an eye
watering £238 and £235 respect-
fully, achieving an average of
£209 for 51 sold.

Light ewes selling to £180 for
Cheviots shown by D & E Waugh,
Effgill, Langholm.

Rams topped at £280 for Texels
from MJ & CM Hutchinson, Fala
Hill, Heriot.

Heavy ewes
Texel £340, £330 Dinnans, £325

Fiddleton Bank End, £310
Philiphaugh Old Mill, £295 Fiddle-
ton Bank End, £290 Dinnans,
£280 Beckfoot, £275 Dinnans &
Middle Farm.

Beltex £280, £220 Middle Farm,
£215 Meadehope, £210 Newton
of Logierait.

Charollais £270 Drumblain, £250
Beckfoot, £245 Chaseside, £240

Beckfoot & Maryholm, £235 Beck-

foot.

Suffolk £242 Chaseside, £235
Blairshinnoch, £232, £230 Drum-
blain, £230 Gospel Hall & Beck-
foot.

North Country Cheviot £238,
£235 Humbleheugh, £235 North-
way, £225 Humbleheugh.
Cheviot Mule £235 West New-
lands, £225 Westend, £224, £222
Philiphaugh.

Mule £232 Blairshinnoch, £218
Dinnans, £205 Tone Hall, £202
Highwood & Glenart, £200
Shitlington Hall & Blairshinnoch.

Bluefaced Leicester £210 Drum-

blain, £202 Glenlaugh, £200
Chaseside.

Blue Texel £210 Newton Road,
£200 Marchbank.

Easycare £200 Eland Hall.

Light ewes
Hill Cheviot £180 Effgill, £175

Newton of Logierait, £168 Cor-
riehills, £165 Newton of Logierait,
£160 Gospel Hall & Fala Hill.
Lonk £165 Church View.
Blackface £160 Farnham Park,
£150 Plenderleith & Glenogil,
£148 High Boreland, £146
Culquhasen, £143 Galleywreay.
Herdwick £160 Underheugh.
Jacob £145 Carsenestock.

John Walton
Daniel Lynn
Nick Woodmass
Sam Hogg
Norman Douglas
Helen Rickard

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

CONTACT NUMBERS:

07880 527 066
07584 200 489
07442 246 063
07584 207323
07786 366 833
07741 313 029

Swaledale £128 West Newlands,
£120 Morley Hill, £118 Batey
Shield & Longrigg, £117 South
Bogbain.

Shetland £118, £110 Auquhirie.

Rams

Texel £280 Fala Hill, £245 Hollin
Close.

Bluefaced Leicester £245 Drum-
blain.

Charollais £230 Beckfoot.
Easycare £230 Eland Hall.

Suffolk £220 Gospel Hall, £210
Tone Hall.

Hill Cheviot £182 Effgill, £170
Beckfoot.

Beltex £175 Dirnow.

Blackface £150 Tone Hall, £145
High Boreland.

Shetland £125 Underheugh.
Averages:

Lambs

Light to 372.0p (365.6p)
Standardto ~ 405.0p (374.6p)
Medium to 414.0p (366.7p)
Heavy to 396.0p (363.2p)
Overweightto  379.0p (342.1p)

Ewes

Light to £180.00 (£105.52)
Heavyto  £340.00 (£166.66)
Rams to £280.00 (£143.56)

Borders Buses

bringing people together

Find Things To Do
Near You

Have you tried the Things To Do

feature in our app?

Perfect for spring days out
and school holidays.

Plan your trip in the app
and get there by bus.

P
= s

Borders Buses,
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SWITCH & SAVE TODAY

1.2 MILLION SCOTS ARE
OVERPAYING - ARE YOU
ONE OF THEM?

===

Latest figures reveal that 1 in 4 Scots are out of contract
on their mobile and maybe paying more than they should.

If you're out of contract, you could be saving big. The average saving by switching to SIM-only deals is around £258 a
year compared to traditional phone contracts. The savings can be attributed to the lower costs associated with SIM-only
plans, which typically include a monthly package of minutes, texts, and data without the need for a new handset.

Our plans at TpMobile are often cheaper than traditional contracts or pay-as-you-go options, making them a
cost-effective choice for many mobile users.

it it 1.2 MILLION OVERPAYING
Family Unlimited Bundles: SIMs from D 0 N'T B E O N E 0 F TH EM !

just £1f2.50/month.
50GB for just £10/month. o
Other Great Value Bundles: There’s ; CheCk I10W.

never been a better time to switch and save. Text “i nfo” to 8 507 5

EU roaming included at no extra cost.
Go to Ofy=30)

1pMobile.com
today Of

To check if you're out of contact and able to switch,
send a FREE text of “info” to 85075.

When you switch, you can keep your number too.
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The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
47A High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH
013873 80012 * alan@eladvertiser.co.uk

TREE & FORESTRY SERVICES SCRAP METAL BLINDS

CUMBRIA METALS

sreeimy wanrep || DATS BLINDS

FGHESTEV & TFEE FERE|CE5 Wire e Tin e Machinery 3 Blindsfor £160
HEDGE & TREE PLANTING Lorries e Cars e Vans (70 x 50)
TREE FELLING - PRUNING - REMOVA and all other scrap metal Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds

All Fores ork Big or small, we remove it all FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

CONTACT OF ahog . R tered Deal C [l Patrick: 07979 877391
egistered Dealer: Call Patric Special Offers on J§ Perfect fit blinds ideal
Conservatory Blinds @ for tilt & turn windows

Vertical = Venetian = Roller = Roman = Blackout

LANGHOLM POP-UP sHoOP | WX IR GGG (T Jl | Wooden Venetians - Pleated - Velux « Fly Screens

July/August 2026 TO LET - LANGHOLM For afree, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

= Mon 27th - Sat 1st Aug (74 High St « Ashley Bank House 01461 20 48 42 or
Painting for Pleasure - Summer Exhibition * The Old Post Office 01461 20 61 48
m Thu 6th - Sat 8th Aug (74 High St) *The Old Ba_k_ery, Well Close q b
Hayley Cheshire — Halo  BFA - Enquiries welcome or text your name and contact number to
To book a space: Call Sharon Irving on 07511 457721 for further information, please contact 077 382 192 88

or email: sharon@ashleybank.co.uk Gillian McCartney, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN www.datsblinds.co.uk

Tel: 013873 81066 | emaiil: gilian@ashleybank.co.uk

PUBLIC NOTICES
PLANNING ADVERTISING SUBSCRIPTIONS

The applications, associated plans and documents can be viewed on-

line by following the ePlanning link on the Council's website at www.
dumfriesandgalloway.gov.uk/planning. Written comments may be made to - - -
Head of Economy and Development by email to Planning@dumgal.gov.uk or

via the Council’s website, as noted above, by 13/08/2026 (Type A). n I n e S u S C r I ptl O n S to t e
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended

Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure)
(Scotland) Regulations 2013, Reg 20(1) (A)

Ref No/Type Address/Proposal

26/1234/FUL (A)  Skippers Cleugh, Langholm - Erection

of extension to existing agricultural building
and roof canopy >

\z
Dumfries [
and Galloway

.
advertise are now avallable at

in t

=gl www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Ad\FEI’ﬂBBI' A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
- Published weekly and available to read
anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT! STARTING AT £1 A WEEK

Advertise in the E & L Advertiser
you'll be surprised how little it costs!

S gk dam HiF

.-l-_,...-'

l,ﬁ-*-"

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser | 47A High Street | Langholm | DG13 0JH 013873 80012 ¢ alan@eladvertiser.co.uk

Contact 013873 80012 for details.
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Scrap Slore ks open

Maonday - Fridey 10-3
& Saturday 16-1

WHAT'S ON THIS WEEK

Baxaking recuained, plisase visd
CREATIONMILL ORG/EVENTS

3 COroaton Mill. 0G1z0Es

FULL-'&" BOOKED

13-

= Greslion MLl DOY3SEE

-1
Creabon M| O3 0ES
10-4

Deabion ML D aES

WHATS 0N N JULY

Thu Langholm Town Band | Langholm Market Place
30th Outdoor Concert 7.30pm

Fri Langholm Common Riding Day

3lst from 5am - 9.30pm

WHAFS ON [ AVGUST

Langholm Horse

?astl Racing Association Fi (r:SztasFt{Iiglzm m
Common Riding Meet P

Sat Langholm Producer’s | The Buccleuch Centre

1st Market from 9am- 1pm

Sat q Langholm Golf Club

sth Golf Club Auction 7pm

Special guests at

New Town Bowling

yangh i New Toy,

Who rocked up but the Front Three accompanled by Castle

Criags Club President, Neil Fletcher

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

Texas Scramble and
rundraising auctic

Langholm Galf Club ispleased to present
thisyear'sTexas Scrambleand Fundrais-
ing Auction. We have some truly spec-
tacular lots up for grabs, with prizes
sure to entice racing fanatics, football
fans, and golfersalike.

Both members and non-members are wel-
come on 8th August at 7pm to join for an
evening of fun. We also gladly accept
sealed bids if you are unable to attend.
Please get in touch with David Latimer or
Alan Borthwick for further information
about seadled bids, or any other enquiries.
Sealed bids can also be handed in to La-
timers of Langholm. All funds raised are
going towards the incredibly exciting club-
house renovations. We have secured a
building warrant and are raring to go.

LOTSAREASFOLLOWS:

Lot One- OneHour Lesson with Stuart
Rafferty. An hour lesson to perfect your
swing. Kindly donated by S.Rafferty.
Lot Two - Signed Limited Edition Print -
Oisin Murphy & Condtitution Hill. A truecol-
lector'sitem. Kindly donated by O.Murphy
Lot Three - Four Ball at Archerfield
Links. A fantastic opportunity to play at
either Fidraor Dirleton. Kindly donated
by D.J.Russell

Lot Four - Rock Luggage Set. A modern
and durable luggage set from G.J.Latimer
& Co. Kindly donated by Latimers of
Langholm

Lot Five- Tablefor Four at Kelso Races.
An amazing way to enjoy a wonderful
day of racing. Kindly donated by
D.Stevenson
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Fancy a Four-ball at Gleneagles? Then bid for it at the Golf Club Auction on 8th August

Lot Six - One Hour Lesson with lan Young.
An hour with awell-seasoned pro, equipped
with Trackman technology. Kindly donated
by 1.Young

Lot Seven - Bush's Boozey Hamper. A
selection of alcohol, carefully curated
by our resident connoisseur. Kindly
donated by Mr & MrsD.A.Borthwick
Lot Eight - Signed 26/27 Celtic Shirt.
Signed by current team - a must have for
any Celtic fan. Kindly donated by E.
Macgregor

Lot Nine - Three-Ball at Barassie. A
stunning opportunity to experiencelinks
golf at itsfinest, accompanied by a mem-
ber. Kindly donated by |.Miller

Lot Ten - The Glenburnie Experience. A
morning on the gallops at Glenburnie
stables, including race day for four and
exclusive course walk with top Irish jockey.
Kindly donated by K.Lyons

Lot Eleven - Pamper Hamper. The perfect
hamper totruly treat your sdlf - including
a massage in La Belle. Kindly donated
by S.Borthwick

Lot Twelve - Signed Print of Colin Keane
- Cheltenham Bumper. This is one for all
racing fanatics - something not to be missed.
Kindly donated by K.Lyons

Lot Thirteen - Signed Ireland Rugby
Shirt - O'Driscoll Era. A unique and
pricelesscollectors item. Kindly donated
by K.Stevenson

Lot Fourteen - Golf Items - To Be Con-
firmed. Kindly donated by S.Gallacher
Lot Fifteen —4 full hospitality tickets at
St James Park for Newcastle vs
Bournemouth Saturday 5th September
1.30pm kick off - To Be Confirmed.
Kindly donated by Salthouse Family
Lot Sixteen - Four Ball at Gleneagles. A
spectacular opportunity to play at the Kings,
Queens, or PGA. Kindly donated by J.King

NEVER A CROSSWORD!

No. 2630 A mix of general knowledge and cryptic clues think. Answers next week

Across
7  Assassinated (5,3)
8 Coarse file (4)
9  Stirred the embers (5)
10 Doubting Thomas (7)
12 Initial impression (5,7)

14  Stasi milling about sources of unwanted

letters (7,5)
17 To a much greater degree (3,4)
19 Rows (5)
21 Like a wet noodle (4)
22 Duke or baron (8)

Down
1 Hush money (3-3)

2 Introduction to a specialist, perhaps (8)
3 Weep(3)

4 Self-detrimental syndrome (9)

5  Stagehand (4)

6  One of Handel's "Messiah" sources (6)

11 Wandering worker (9)

13 Not appropriate (8)

15 "All the perfumes of - will not sweeten
this little hand" (Shakespeare, "Macheth") (6)

16  Resident of Aleppo (6)

18 Charts (4)

20 Rocket killer (1-1,1)
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Paisley’sseven takesLCC
to ten winson the bounce

Cricket

angholm made it 10

L winson thebounce as

they defeated Wether-
all by 100 runs on Castle
Craig's Day. Batting first
Langholm made 216 for 4
with Graham Park top scoring
with 67, in reply Wetherall
was bowled out for 116 with
Andrew Paidey taking 7 wick-
etsin asuperb spell.

With it drizzling al morn-
ing the toss was vital and
for once skipper John Bell
came good and elected to
bat giving the visitors the
damp outfield. Graham Park
and Corey Park opened the
batting and Corey in partic-
ular got Langholm off to a
good start as they added 32
before Corey was caught by
Downie low down for 19.
Thisbrought Tony Steelein
to join the elder Park and
therunskept ticking. Drinks
were reached with the score
on 80. After drinks the pair
upped the run rate and had
reached 145 in the 29th over
when Steele was bowled by
a shooter for 45, next over
Park fell caught out deep
for 67. Gregor Park joined
Chris Stewart, and they
added 25 before Stewart was

by Graham Park

out for 16 with the score on
172 for 4 in the 36th over.
Dave Steele and Gregor
added 44 more runs before
the oversran out with Gregor
making 25 not out and Dave
19 not out and Langholm
finishing on 216 for 4.
Wetherall made a decent
start adding 47 for the first
wicket, Garnett wasthefirst
to fall hitting a Corey Park
long hop straight to John
Bdl for 26. Langholm spilled
2 or 3 catches with Graham
Park hastily removed from
the dlips as he dropped two
intwo balls. Theintroduction
of Andrew Paisley brought
the second wicket when he
bowled Lyon for 28, then
next over had Sunny caught
by Ryan Johnstone to leave
Wetherall 74 for 3. Scot
Ritchie claimed the fourth
wicket, bowling Lightfoot
for 15. Then Paidey struck
twice again bowling Powell
for 2 and taking a return
catch off Lyon to leave the
visitors 90 for 6. Johnson
who caused Langholm prob-
lems in the away fixture,
looked to continue that hit-
ting a quick fire 19 before
he was caught in the deep

: LANGHOLM
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MATCH HERO: Andrew Paisley took seven wickets from Wetherall

by Dave Steele off Ritchie
with the score on 114 for 7.
The match cameto an abrupt
end as Paisley claimed ahat
trick by clean bowling
Downie, Lyon and Hogarth
with Wetherall finishing on
116. Paidey had tremendous
figuresof 7 for 26, the other
wicket takers were Ritchie

with 2 for 15 and Corey
Park 1 for 39.

Ten wins in a row sees
Langholm cement their po-
sition top of the Eden Valley
Division 2 asthey havetheir
yearly Common Riding
break. Next up is Patterdale
once again on the Castle-
holm on the 8th of August.

NEXT SCHEDHLED“_FIXTUR’E?

EPTEMBE
01 573292 i i 1 |]infokels)—races T

BER!

®

'KELSO RACES

EWARM PQIOERE WELCOME

LHRA Common
Riding Meeting

Horseracing

Very popular racing meeting on the Castleholm this Saturday

angholm Horse

L Racing Association
holds their annual
meeting at The Castleholm
on Saturday 1st August, the
day after the Common Riding.
The first race is at 2pm for
the 1 mile, 1 furlong ‘ Tucker’
memoria handicap. The next
race, the 6-furlong handicap
is for the Elliot Borthwick
shield with the following 1-
and-a-half-mile race for the
Archie Scott cup. Finaly, the

Photo: Mel Horne Photography
7 furlong ‘Doof’ memorial
handicap will be the last race
of the day at 3.30pm. As well
as the horse racing there's be
bike racing for kids on the
home straight after the final
race, a sweetie hunt in the
paddock, bubble wands, glitter
tattoos and face painting. Music
by John Penn will bring a
celebratory end to the
afternoon.
There will be a burger and
the ice cream van on the site.

Castle
| Bowling

A great day once again with
42 entriesfor the Castle Craig's
pairs competition 2026.

Thankstothe Castle Craigs
Club for their generous spon-
sorship - they support us well
every year and it is much ap-
preciated!

Saturday’swinnerswere:
Kirk Ford and Simon Spalding
(Hawick)

Runners-up were -

Alan Glendinning and Steven
Barker (Marchmount and
Langholm Old)

It was an excellent final to
watch - being 2-2 after 7 ends!

Craig’s
Beaten semi-finalistswere -
Danny Hetherington and
Drew Rutherford
(Newcastleton) and

Davie and Sandra Oliver
(Ancrum)

Beaten quarter finalistswere

David Reid and Calum Bell
(Langholm New)

Luke Tolson and Paul Mitchell

(Langholm New)

George Graham and Kenny Bell

(Langholm New)
Max and Robert Phillips
(Langholm Old)

pairs ctitin 026

Thanksto everyonewho helped
make the day once again ahuge
success. | hope everyone enjoyed
our new look bar!

President David Pool presented
the prizes (pictured)
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