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Eskdalemuir’s Hub
generates Lowyn warmth

But Scottish Power falls short of supporting other

vulnerable customer

|

S
Residents of Eskdalemuir and Westerkirk made good use of the Warm Hub during the power cuts to warm up,
charge phones and get some hot food.

Eskdalemuir community hub created a resilience plan
after Storm Arwen in 2021 when many people in that
area were left without power. Perhaps as a result of the
plan and because the Hub is on the ‘Warm Welcome
Spaces’ website, Scottish Power Energy Networks ap-
proached Lara Porter manager at the Hub and offered
a generator to support them during Storm Eowyn.

A large generator arrived
last Thursday, and a local
farmer assisted its transport
from the trailer into a space
beside the Hub. As a result
of this the Hub was able to
offer a warm space for peo-
ple last Friday at the height
of the storm and fed fifty
people and kept them warm

there. The area suffered a
power cut which, for most
people in the area, was
resolved on Saturday. The
internet was also not func-
tioning over the weekend.
Manager Lara Porter said
“We had people in from
Benty, Ettrick, Boreland,
Twiglees and Corrie to charge

devices and get heated up.”

During the storm a woman
in the village became ill and
had it not been for the lift
phone at the Hub, which is
not yet digitised, staff were
able to call an ambulance
for her. It is everyone’s worry
that without the old copper
wiring for the telecommu-
nications system there can
be no communication with
the outside world.

The Hub Burns night
ceilidh was also able to go
ahead as planned on Saturday
evening with almost sixty-
five people taking part and

s after four days without power

enjoying food and fun. Vol-
unteers and staff were kept
very busy over the whole
weekend.

Hub manager, Lara Porter
told the E&L:

“We had 60 folk in on
Saturday during the day,
most were needing hot water
from the urn, soup and their
devices charged.

“The valley has an ongoing
issue with mobile coverage
as it has gone down in the
last day or so. We now have
no mobile, internet or phone.
The Hub only has the lift
phone which has not yet
been updated. People really
don’t know what they would
do in the event of an emer-

gency.
“Massive issues”

Eskdalemuir and its Hub
have been well catered for
by Scottish Power Energy
Networks (SPEN) in the lead
up to the storm. However,
Councillor Denis Male told
the E&L that this was not
typical of the treatment of
customers in other parts of
Eskdale. He said:

“I find the performance by
SPEN to have been very,
very bad with the lack of
information available, the
lack of numbers people could
call and then not even a
human voice on the other
end, but a robot that told
customers that their postcode
was not recognised.

>Turn to Page 2

INSIDE

Hiking Helen’s
Himalayan adventure

recently made a hiking and botanical trip to
the wonderfully scenic Himalayan area if
northern India.

E&L gardening columnist, Helen Knowles

Read the full sory on page 8 & 9
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Bryan Rae

Treasured Memorvies of a sorely missed Husband,
Dad, Father-in-law, Papa, Brother and friend of
many who passed away 1st February 2023.

You will always be in the hearts of those who loved
you dearly.
Loved and remembered each and every day.

Ellen and all his family and friends.
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CANONBIE
United Parish
Church

Welcome to worship
Sunday 2nd February
Rev Morag Crossan

led services
NEWCASTLETON 9.30am

LANGHOLM 11am
Contact us for transport
Langholm

Tel. 07448 858818. said:

Worship Group
led services
CANONBIE 11.30am
Messy Church

WESTERKIRK 1.30pm

Rev Morag Crossan
Tel: 07861 736071
or email
merossan@
churchofscotland.org.uk

share the news
of any...

engagements
marriages

births

christenings
birthdays
anniversaries
congratulations

“We are thinking of former
pupil Lewis Chapman’s family
today (Monday) as he is laid
to rest. Lewis was an incredible
musician who brought a smile
to so many faces in our school
community and we are sad-
dened by his loss. He will for-
ever be remembered fondly
by our staff, and we will honour
his memory with an ‘Outstand-
ing Musician Award’ at our
celebration awards yearly.”

The Xcel Project also said
their thoughts were with Lewis’ [
family and went on to say

“Lewis was a delightful young

X[ S
doal s

man. We got to know him really well during
our ‘Why try?’ project which he was a very
important part of. The project finished with a
two-day residential and Lewis enjoyed all the
challenges that came during the residential and
was a great support to the other young people

Touching tributes to an
incredible young man

Both the Langholm Primary
and Secondary schools and
the Xcel Project paid very
moving tributes to Lewis
Chapman this week. Lewis
was killed tragically in a car
accident in December. They

RAW TALENT: Lewis was an outstanding musician

on the project. Lewis lived his life with a smile
on his face and kindness in his heart and that is
how we will remember him. Gone too soon but
never forgotten.”
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Lack of human voices is an issue

>From Pagel

“The number 105 that was given
as the contact, saw some people
spending up to four hours on the
phone without getting answers. |
personally spent an hour twice on
the phone without getting through
and I am still getting reports five
days on that they are still without
electricity.

“People had been promised gen-
erators but they have still not been
delivered. Some promised as late
as 11pm on Monday haven’t been
delivered.

“I think there is a massive issue
here as to how Scottish Power
handles a situation like this and I

have forwarded this to both Council
and MSP level”.

A resident of the Meggat Valley
in Westerkirk told the E&L on
Tuesday afternoon:

“We have had no power for five [

days now and have been told that it
won’t be reinstated until the evening
of Wednesday 29th. I suppose we
are luckier than some as we have

an open fire and can, at least, stay |

warm, but it is very frustrating. My
biggest bugbear is the fact that you
cannot get through to speak to a
human at Scottish Power and if you
do, as happened at the start, they
tell us that a) our postcode doesn’t
exist or b) there is no fault reported

in your area.”

The Meggat Valley is only one of the rural areas without power
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Housing needs report
receives positive feedback

Local organisations were
invited to comment on the
housing survey carried out
by the Stevenson Trust and
South of Scotland Community
Housing. As reported before,
the survey commenced in July,
2024 and had an exceptional
response rate with a total of
188 household responses.
Some of the key findings
from the survey were that there
was strong support from people
in the community to come up
with housing to meet the deficit
in Langholm. The survey
showed that people want to
both stay here and move back
to the area and additional hous-
ing if available would be used.
The most popular kind of
housing people were interested
in was bungalows or two storey
houses with 2 or 3 bedrooms.
Flats held the least interest for
people who completed the sur-
vey. People said they would
prefer sites within the town
rather than sites such as the
Murtholm where the Loreburn
development was planned.
There was also interest

expressed in opportunities for
properties within the Tarras
Valley Nature Reserve.

Those who completed the sur-
vey said that they would like
to have a say in how any local
rental properties are allocated.

Comments on the survey were
received from the Langholm
Initiative, the Langholm
Alliance and Councillor Denis
Male.

The Langholm Initiative
which lets houses on the Tarras
Valley Nature Reserve said:

“We’d like to thank both the
Stevenson Trust and South of
Scotland Community Housing
for involving us in the survey
and to have provided us with
access to the full results. These
are similar to our findings when
we carried out a housing survey
focused only on the Tarras
Valley Nature Reserve. We note
that five people expressed an
interest in living on the reserve
and that thirty-six people
wanted workspace in or adja-
cent to their property.

The Langholm Initiative
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“We’d like to thank both the Stevenson Trust and South of
Scotland Community Housing for involving us in the survey
and to have provided us with access to the full results. These
are similar to our findings when we carried out a housing
survey focused only on the Tarras Valley Nature Reserve. We
note that five people expressed an interest in living on the
reserve and that thirty-six people wanted workspace in or ad-

Jacent to their property.

“The Langholm Initiative has properties, most of which are
let, on the Tarras Valley Nature Reserve and the results from
this survey can help guide us as we go forward in developing
these. Evidence is essential to help organisations find funding
so the fact that the survey had a good uptake is very helpful .

Councillor Denis Male

“The Housing survey is
excellent and proves the need
for a real mixture of housing
for the community.

“The fact that it has been
carried by local organisations
speaks volumes of how the
statutory housing agencies
view Langholm. I hope that
they will now sit up and take
notice and act on the survey.

“Added to this there is also
the lost Loreburn Project
which  needs to  be
addressed.”

Mary Hudson, Chair -
Langholm Alliance:

“We were very pleased to
see the level of response to
the Housing Survey and were
delighted to have been able
to assist in gathering
responses.

“The Housing Survey has
drawn important conclu-
sions, and a concerted effort
will be needed to address
the results. We look forward
to playing our part in this.”

Lessons
must be
learned

MP David Mundell has called
for better identification of vul-
nerable households, including
the elderly, during future power
outages. He believes some
at-risk households may be over-
looked under current priority list
arrangements. Mundell is also
seeking a review of Scottish
Power Energy Networks'
response, citing issues raised by
constituents who struggled to
report problems or get updates.

He emphasized that lessons
from Storm Eowyn should lead
to improvements, such as better
identification of vulnerable
households and more customer-
friendly contact arrangements.
Mundell noted problems with
digital phone services dependent
on internet connections, which
fail during outages, unlike the
copper wire system being phased
out.

He highlighted the serious issue
of recharging mobile phones in
emergencies, especially in rural
areas with poor signals. Some
customers were directed online
despite lacking internet access.

Mundell spoke in the House
of Commons, expressing con-
dolences for a storm-related death
and thanking emergency services.
He stressed the need for an
effective system to contact the
elderly and vulnerable, noting
that new at-risk individuals often
emerge during emergencies.

Update on long-awaited
Townfoot Sports Centre

Presentation of latest design sketches for project

The Townfoot Sports Centre
working group will be at the
Buccleuch Centre on the
evening of Tuesday 4th Febru-
ary to present updated design
sketches to the community
for the refurbishment of the
old EWM pool and gym.

In September last year, the
working group updated the local
community with details of the
plan to redevelop the existing
sports centre building using the
current footprint with significant
refurbishment. The refurbish-
ment would create a larger
swimming pool of approximate-
ly 15m x 7m, a gym and fitness
suite, two outdoor tennis courts,
boulder wall, therapy room, and
social areas.

Using the existing footprint
removes the need to create and
pay for a flood risk assessment
and improves the chances of
getting planning consent.

In December, the working
group received updated design
sketches along with cost

estimates for getting planning
consent.

The next step is for the work-
ing group to share the updated
design sketches at the Buccleuch

TOWNFOOT

CENTRE

Centre on Tuesday 4th February
from 6pm to 8pm.

The working group is also
looking for new members, to
help move the project to its

next stage.

Please email
townfootsportscentre@gmail.com
for further information.

Book your eyetest today
Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.
Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

Longtown
Tel: 01228 791664
Brampton

Tel: 016977 42703
pticians.co.uk

LANGHOLM JUNIOR KARATE CLUB

Under 12 year olds
Wednesdays and Thursdays | 6:15-7:00pm
Cost £3 per session
The Studio, Maxwell place
Starting on Wednesday the 5th February
Contact Phil Gunn on 07841 760700
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Copshaw
Clatter in
Canonbie

Canonbie Probus Club held its
second meeting of the year last
Wednesday when Steve Juliff
of Newecastleton was the guest
speaker.

Meetings are now being held
in the Café at Canonbie Parish
Church as the previous venue,
The Cross Keys, is currently
closed.

Steve and his wife edit and
produce The Copshaw Clatter,
the monthly magazine of
Newecastleton news and hap-
penings, and it was the story of
the Clatter and its history, the
first edition was published in 1983,
that was the focus of the talk.

Shortly after arriving in the
village and early in the Covid
epidemic Steve and Camille
took over the production of The
Clatter answering the calls for
a new editor following the sad
death of Sandra Inglis.

Coming from the south they
appreciated the special nature
of the Holm and saw the value
of The Clatter in maintaining
and supporting the local
ommunity. In their, so far, short
time in charge they have over-
seen a considerable improve-
ment in the production and pre-
sentation of the magazine and
have added a little more humour,
and in some cases teasing of
the readers.

President John Mitchell pro-
posed the vote of thanks which
was warmly supported by all
members who found the talk
both interesting and entertaining.

Walkers urged to fight
cuts to local access funding

Outdoors community asked to emall councﬂlors Wlth urgent budget plea

By Mairi Telford Jammeh

Ramblers Scotland is calling on walkers to urgently
email local councillors to ensure upcoming budgets
safeguard investment in walking, paths and outdoor
access. The charity says that most Scottish councils
have squeezed the money they spend on walking through-

out the past decade.

Long-term budget cuts
have led to fewer staff to
support access, complaints
about blocked paths increas-
ingly going unanswered, and
insufficient funds to maintain
popular trails.

A new webpage has been
launched at ramblers.org.uk/
accessbudgets to help walkers
find and email their local
councillors.

Ramblers Scotland director
Brendan Paddy said:

“Right now, councils across
Scotland are setting their
2025/26 budgets. It’s vital
that walkers and other out-
door enthusiasts stand up
for access, following a
decade of budgets being
squeezed. That is frustrating
because making it easy for
people to enjoy local walks
has major benefits for our
communities’ health and

wellbeing and saves money
for other services.”

“So, I hope walkers will
email their councillors within
the next fortnight, urging
them to properly invest in
walking, so that everyone
can make the most of Scot-
land’s amazing outdoors and
world-class access rights.”

Some councils are failing
to hold regular Local Access
Forums, which is a statutory
requirement in Scottish
access law.

Langholm Walks

Gavin Graham of
Langholm Walks Group said

“I agree that spending on
supporting walking has been
greatly reduced in the last
few years and we support
Ramblers Scotland. It is false
economy as walking has
such positive health benefits

Ramblers Scotland is calling on walkers to urgently email local councillors to ensure upcoming budgets safe-
guard investment in walking, paths and outdoor access.

especially to older people
and regular walking will help
to keep people healthy. The
Council has no long term
policy but just stumble
through funding cuts and
reduced services.

“The group has been well
supported over the years by
Dumfries & Galloway
Access officers, but reduced
budgets now mean that walks

which fall into disrepair will
not be repaired unless we
as an organisation can get
funding to do the work. The
group has had great success
in attracting walkers to the
area and this success will
continue and hopefully flour-
ish through The Tarras Valley
Nature Reserve.

“If the Council is unable
to allocate funding for the

upkeep of the core path net-
work, of which 50% of
Langholm Walks routes are
part of, then the future is
not looking good.

“Walking in Scotland
brings more visitors and rev-
enue than golf now and it is
time government and local
authorities appreciated that
and allocated budgets
accordingly.”

CWP Energy reports on public
consultations...from their viewpoint

CWP Energy’s exhibition about their
proposed Caple Rig wind farm demon-
strated the difference between this
wind farm and the rejected Faw Side
proposal. The same company are
proposing a wind farm that now only
has turbines based in Dumfries and
Galloway in the Ewes and Stennieswa-
ter valleys. Caple Rig is an area in the
forest just to the northwest of Faw
Side hill which stands at 526 metres.
Three turbines will be located on the
boundary line between Dumfries and
Galloway and Scottish Borders re-
gions.

The company said:

“The new proposal considers issues
raised regarding the previous Faw Side
application. The wind farm is more com-
pact, with turbines removed from the
north in the Scottish Borders area in ad-
dition to turbines removed from the
south and eastern side. Overall, it is set
further back on to the higher ground,
and further away from the A7.”

The company is proposing to build 31
turbines of four heights with the largest
being 250 metres to blade tip. That is
820 feet for those of us that don’t work
in metric measures. CWP’s leaflet labels
the development as ‘Evolution” which
is unlikely to accord with members of
the group which opposed the Faw Side
development.

Turbines within the regional scenic
area are said to have been reduced and
access to the build sites will be via
forestry access routes and not the A7.
Their leaflet says that turbines are to be
set back from Langholm, the A7 and the
valleys but some of the turbines proposed
seem to be very close to the A7 to the
West of Arkleton. Some are very close
to Bentpath.

CWP Energy do not yet have the
information about their proposals on
their website but at the drop in consulta-
tion, people were told that it would soon
be on there. www.caplerigwindfarm.co.uk

As people will be aware the Faw Side

proposals by this company went to a
public inquiry which would have been
very costly taking public money to
employ a reporter (senior legal person)
to take and analyse the evidence to
present to the Scottish Government who
made the final decision which was to
reject the proposal.

“As the statutory consultees review
the Scoping Report and advise on the
scope of works and the requirements for
an Environmental Impact Assessment
Report (EIAR), CWP Energy will be
focusing on having detailed conversations
and discussions with local groups, local
residents and the Community Councils.
Any initial questions about the proposal
can be sent to the following email address:
caplerigwindfarm@cwpenergy.uk

“Caple Rig will be a nationally impor-
tant scheme which would contribute to
Scottish net zero targets, as annually,
the amount of electricity generated by
the proposed development would power
the equivalent of over 228,000 homes.”

Tell the E&L

Did you attend either of the CWP consultations held in
Langholm and Ewes?

If so, why not drop your thoughts into the E&L?

We’d be happy to publish them.
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Doddie’s Grand Tour
to stop at Milntown

Langholm Rugby Club lunch stop for MND fundra1s1ng cychsts

Rob Wainwright is once again
captaining an epic cycle to
wrap up the Doddie Aid
festivities!

Off the back of the success of
Rob’s Doddie Cup 500 ride in
2022, Doddie Cup 555 Ride in
2023 and All Roads Lead to
Rome in 2024, we are pleased
to announce Doddie’s Grand
Tour 2025.

Rob will lead the core team
from Dublin to Stranraer on
“day 0”, and on Wednesday 5th
February the real fun begins!
Most brave individuals taking
on this winter Caledonian
adventure will join Rob on the
road in South West of Scotland.
Their aim is simple, to cover a
route of over 700 miles over
four days finishing in Edinburgh
on Saturday 8th February.
Scotland takes on Ireland at
Murrayfield on the 9th, and
teams will be warmly welcomed
into Edinburgh for celebrations
the day before!

As the team behind the ride
finalises details, they want to

extend a thanks to the individ-
uals, clubs and schools who are
so kindly opening their doors
to riders across the five days.
It’s not one to be missed!

Details on route tracking and
where you can welcome riders into
Edinburgh will be published soon.

Caroline Jardine of Langholm
Rugby Club said:

“The estimated time of arrival
of the cyclists is between 1.30
and 3.30pm .... let's get out and
cheer them on.

“We are hoping to raise some
money for MND, with a bonus
ball draw on the 8th February -
numbers are still available and
we have donation boxes in
Latimers and the petrol station.

“The rugby club are hosting
lunch and are looking for vol-
unteers and donations of home
baking to help feed these hungry
cyclists. 1

“If you are willing to help out
or provide any baking donations
please contact Caroline J ardine
on:
langholmyouthrugby@gmail.com

CHEER THEM ON: The intrepid Doddie Grand Tour cyclists, led by Rob Wainwright, will visit Milntown on
Wednesday, 5th February
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Curling
Sponsors

Dumfries Curling Ltd will host
the Men’s and Women’s Scottish
Curling Championships at
Dumfries Ice Bowl from 2nd to
8th February, with Hardie
Engineering as the principal
sponsor for 2025. Securing the
contract to host the champi-
onships from 2025 to 2027 is a
significant achievement for
Dumfries Curling and the region.
The support from Hardie
Engineering and other
local businesses is crucial for
maintaining high standards.
Gordon McKnight, Assistant
Manager at Dumfries Curling,
David Hardie Engineering Ltd,
Curling Stadium Europe, Owen
Farm Services, Woodlands
House Hotel, J&J Currie Ltd,
AMD Contract Services Ltd,
MKM, Robinsons, SRUC,
Ninefold Distillery, Barbours,
Sulwath Brewery, Genesis
Occupational Health and Safety,
and Signright Dumftries.

David Hardie of David Hardie
Engineering Ltd emphasised
their long-standing relationship
with Dumfries Curling and the
high standard of competition
expected at the event. The deci-
sion to award the contract to
Dumfries Curling was based on
a thorough evaluation of bids
from across Scotland, supported
by the facilities, services, and
experience offered.

Probus hears about

Burns’ favourite places

Last Wednesday the
Langholm Probus Club
held their annual Burns
Lunch. Brian Porteous
introduced the speaker -
David Thompson from
Dumfries.

David is a town planner who
does a lot of charity work
with The Order of St. John.

He gave us a tour of some
of the many places where
Burns wrote poems from
Alloway to Dumfries and
beyond. Bill Braithwaite said
in his vote of thanks that he
is always amazed every time
he goes to a Burns event, he
learns something new about
the Bard. One thing which I
learnt was how Burns came
to write

Tam o’ Shanter. He wanted
Alloway Churchyard included
in a book of Scottish
Antiquities and the editor
said he would put it in if
Burns wrote a poem to
accompany it.

David also illustrated the

WORKSTATION: Burns’ desk in Ellisland farm

many facets of Burns - how
he raged against the hypocrisy
of the church, how he
defended against detractors
of Bonnie Prince Charlie and
how he was reprimanded for
attending a performance in
The Theatre Royal where
revolutionary songs were sung.

Although no poems or
comments by Burns were
written about Langholm,

David suggested that The
Muckle Toon’ s most famous
poet (Hugh MacDiarmid)
was not a fan of the Bard’s
romantic vision of Scotland.
On the other hand, Thomas
Telford, after the death of
Burns, wrote a poem in his
praise.

The traditional lunch was
enjoyed by all members
present at The Eskdale Hotel.

01450 375948

John Lamont MP
25 High Street,
Hawick,

TD9 9BU

JE)hnLumontBorders

X @John2win

johnlamontborders

@Jﬁhﬂlﬂmont.org
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FM Swinney meets

Rethink required

The rural business organisation
Scottish Land & Estates is call-
ing for a complete rethink of
the Land Reform Bill, describ-
ing it as deeply flawed because
of its sweeping powers and
lack of proper consultation or
parliamentary scrutiny.

The comments follow a new
parliamentary committee report
and advice from the Scottish
Land Commission which high-
lighted the need for change in
the proposed legislation.

The Scottish Land Commission
(SLC) has also called many
aspects of the Bill to be simplified
including the prior notification
process required for community
buyouts and suggests there should
be public acquisition of land
where there is a public interest
in breaking up large landholdings.

Scottish Land & Estates’ chief
executive, Sarah-Jane Laing, said
the suggested changes underline
the fundamental problems that exist
with the poorly framed legislation.

“The reports from the Delegated

Powers and Law Reform Com-
mittee and the Scottish Land
Commission make it abundantly
clear that the Land Reform Bill,
in its current form, is unworkable.
“The Delegated Powers
Committee’s findings are par-
ticularly critical of the Scottish
Government’s approach, high-
lighting the lack of detail and
extensive reliance on secondary
legislation. Labelling it as ‘frame-
work legislation,” the committee
underscores the sweeping powers
the government seeks to grant
itself—some of which duplicate
unused provisions from decades-
old legislation.
“While it is positive to see parlia-
mentary scrutiny holding the gov-
ernment accountable, whether min-
isters will accept the need for mean-
ingful consultation with those most
affected—landowners and rural
businesses—remains uncertain.
“If Ministers ignore the advice
and fail to correct these fundamental
issues, Scotland’s rural businesses
will face significant disruption”.

SOLWAY AGRICULTURE
LIMITED

Glasgow Road Lockerbie Dumfriesshire
DG11 2SE

Tel. Lockerbie (01576) 204124
Fax. Lockerbie (01576) 203806

Beet Pulp Pellets
Barley Grains
NB Grains Wheat Grains
Rolled Barley
Wheatfeed Rapemeal
Hi Pro Soya etc.

Can be mixed to your

requirements

Collect or deliver ex Laurmar,
Heathall Ind. Est., Dumfries

Bekina Wellingtons
Waterproof Leggings &
Jackets Boiler Suits etc

FOR ALL LAMBING
REQUIREMENTS
lamb colostrum, lambs milk
bottles, teats, lammacs
castration rings and pliers
marking sprays etc.

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

on the Border

In association with

with farming sector

NFUS explains the challenges to government top brass

Scotland’s First Minister John
Swinney has been meeting
with members of NFUS to
discuss challenges facing the
farming sector.
Representatives from right
across NGU Scotland’s regions
and sector commodities includ-
ing soft fruit, arable, pigs and
next generation took part in the
meeting, which also included
Jim Fairlie, Minister for
Agriculture and Connectivity.
It was later described as very
positive.The meeting was con-
vened at the request of the First
Minister’s office to address key
issues for Scottish agriculture
and lasted just under two hours,
covering a wide range of topics.
Outgoing NFU Scotland
President Martin Kennedy said
the First Minister had showed
a willingness to consider issues
such as the loss of ring-fence
and multi-annual commitments
for principal farming support
budgets. The real terms decline
of vital budget lines and the
need for accessible capital grants

s

for new entrants were also
addressed.

"We also discussed the barriers
to new entrants, the power of
retailers and processors, and the
importance of ensuring imported
agri-food products adhere to
the same standards as domestic

John Swinney, Martin Kennedy and NFU Scotla

i

production,” he said.

“The First Minister committed
to working with us to achieve
outcomes that will benefit farm-
ing and crofting, contributing
to economic growth and other
objectives of the Scottish
Government."

nd representatives

(Pic supplied by NFUS)

The meeting highlighted the
importance of collabora-
tion between the Scottish
Government and NFU Scotland
to address the challenges facing
the agricultural sector and to
ensure a sustainable future for
Scottish farming.

A bir
wort

Farmers are being urged to
take part in this year’s GWCT
Big Farmland Bird Count
which takes place from
February 7th to 23rd.

The biggest annual census of
wild birds on UK farmland is
supported by NFU Scotland and
sponsored by the NFU. It has
been providing vital data for
the past decade showing which
species are struggling and which
are benefiting from on-farm
conservation efforts.

Farmland birds have declined
by 63% in the past 50 years
and it’s believed the key to
reversing the trend is held by
the people who look after agri-
cultural land — which is 72%
of the UK.

The organisers of the Big
Farmland Bird Count are
appealing to farmers, and land
and wildlife managers and

in the land is
looking out for

GWCT B
BIG FARMLAN
BIRD COUNT

Grey partridge Starling

Skylark

£ _Redileoged partridoe

Conservation work for our wildlife is more vital than ever.
‘The count provides a hugely valuable snapshot
of the state of the nation's farmland birds

Yellowhammer

Com bunting

Meadow pipit

rangers to spend just 30 minutes
recording the bird species and
numbers of birds on their ground
and surrounding land during a
two-week window in winter.
Ross MacLeod, Head of Policy
(Scotland), with GWCT says
they have deliberately kept the
requested period of time for

doing the count short to allow
farmers to fit it in with their
busy days.

Populations

“The more farmers and land
managers who take part then
the more comprehensive a pic-
ture we can build about the

health of our wild bird popula-
tions, and what we could do to
help them in balancing produc-
tive farming with sound envi-
ronmental stewardship,” he said.

Countryfile Presenter and
farmer Adam Henson says farm-
ers have the opportunity to be
at the forefront of any efforts
to restore falling bird popula-
tions.

“The UK has lost more than
70 million wild birds over the
last 50 years, with over 60% of
farmland birds affected,” he
said. “Nature-friendly farming
is the way forward, and to make
sure we’re getting it right, pro-
viding the best habitats and sup-
port for our farmland birds, it
is important to keep records.

Taking part in the Big
Farmland Bird Count helps us
do exactly that, which is why I
will be taking part.”




o a Monse

Wee, sleekit, cow’rin, tim’rous beastie,
O, what a panic’s in thy breastie!
Thou need na start awa sae hasty,

Wi’ bickering brattle!
I wad be laith to rin an’ chase thee,
Wi’ murd’ring pattle!

I’m truly sorry man’s dominion,
Has broken nature’s social union,
An’ justifies that ill opinion,
Which makes thee startle
At me, thy poor, earth-born companion,
An’ fellow-mortal!

I doubt na, whiles, but thou may thieve;
What then? poor beastie, thou maun live!
A daimen icker in a thrave
‘S a sma’ request;

I’ll get a blessin wi’ the lave,

An’ never miss’t!

Thy wee bit housie, too, in ruin!
It’s silly wa’s the win’s are strewin!
An’ naething, now, to big a new ane,
O’ foggage green!
An’ bleak December’s winds ensuin,
Baith snell an’ keen!

Thou saw the fields laid bare an’ waste,
An’ weary winter comin fast,
An’ cozie here, beneath the blast,
Thou thought to dwell-
Till crash! the cruel coulter past
Out thro’ thy cell.

That wee bit heap o’ leaves an’ stibble,
Has cost thee mony a weary nibble!
Now thou’s turn’d out, for a’ thy trouble,
But house or hald,

To thole the winter’s sleety dribble,
An’ cranreuch cauld!

But, Mousie, thou art no thy lane,
In proving foresight may be vain;
The best-laid schemes 0’ mice an ‘men
Gang aft agley,

An’lea’e us nought but grief an’ pain,
For promis’d joy!

Still thou art blest, compar’d wi’ me
The present only toucheth thee:
But, Och! I backward cast my e’e.
On prospects drear!

An’ forward, tho’ I canna see,

I guess an’ fear!
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Burns bounces back

The Young People of Langholm have
worked to organise a Community Burns
Supper. It was supposed to go ahead
last Friday but, alas, Storm Eowyn had
other ideas and the event had to be
rescheduled to this Saturday, February
1st. All previously purchased tickets are
transferred to the new date.

An Evening of Traditional Entertainment
peppered with some modern twists will
help to keep the life and works of Robert
Burns alive for everyone that comes along.

After a healthy meal of Haggis, Neeps
and Tatties you will be treated to Speeches,
Song and Poems from the Bard. You can
then dance the night away with music from
lain Anderson on the Accordion.

This event is a revival of ‘The Youth
Burns Supper’ that used to occur in The
Langholm Community Centre. It is
Supported by funding from the National
Lottery Community Fund and Big Burns
Supper. All tickets for this event have
been allocated.

Scottish Water is owned by you, the Scottish public.

Every penny you invest flows back into Scotland’s water.
y pennyy

Water is vital to everyday life. It’s Scotland’s most
precious resource and we're dedicated to protecting it.
From coping with climate change to upgrading our
infrastructure, we work tirelessly to keep your water
flowing — now and for the future.

Every drop of investment supports essential water
and waste water services across Scotland, ensuring we
continue to deliver the world-class water you deserve.

Scottish Water
Piped by us. Owned by you.

Find out more at:

ScottishWater.co.uk/OwnedByYou

i,i Scottish

... Water
Q Trusted to serve Scotland
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Return to the Far Pavilions for Helen

l ife is full of surprises,
and I really hadn’t
expected to find myself
back in the Himalayas last
year but in October myself
and S companions set off on a
botanical expedition to Sikkim,
NE India. Sikkim is renowned
for its biodiversity and stun-
ning Himalayan scenery and
our plan was to explore the
Lachung and Yumthang
regions of North Sikkim before
tackling the Singalila Ridge
trek where we would hopefully
get views of Everest and
Kanchenjunga.

Adaptability is essential for
anyone going on trips such as
this and ours was put to the
test straight away. On meeting
our guides at Bagdogra airport,
we discovered that the
Government were not issuing
any tourist permits for North
Sikkim. It was hoped that the
situation would change very
soon but there was no certainty
as to when this might happen,
so we set off to do our trip in
reverse, beginning with the
Singalila Ridge trek which
meant heading for Darjeeling
and then on to Rimbick. From
here we began the 5-day trek
which would take us to 3636m
at Sandakphu before traversing
the ridge to Phalut (2290m)
then descending to Gorkhey
(2115m) and then our final
stop at Timbure (1748m).

The monsoon was still clear-
ing so the weather wasn’t
as good as hoped but we did
get to see Everest and Kanchen-
juga. The Singalila ridge is
one of the few places where
it’s possible to see them both
and there was quite a crowd
gathered at the viewpoint wait-
ing for the sun to rise in the
hope of a glimpse of these

mighty mountains. It was well
worth getting out of a cosy
sleeping bag, venturing out
into the subzero darkness and
quite literally scrambling up a
rocky outcrop in time to see
the first rays of the sun catching
the snowy peaks.

Goechala trek

Nearing the end of the
Singalila trek there was still
no sign of the Government
issuing the necessary permits
for us to get into North Sikkim
and we had to make a decision
about what to do next. With
limited options we headed to
Yuksom (1748m) to do the
Goechala trek. This required

Camellia sinensis aka Tea

some rapid re-organising, but
our guides were fantastic and
managed to get together all
that we needed; a cook, ponies,
camping equipment and two
additional local guides, all in
record time. This would be a
6-day trek and while we hoped
to get rooms in the huts as we
headed up the trail there was
no guarantee, so we needed to

The Darjeeling Himalayan Railway

take camping equipment with
us just in case. We also had to
take all of our own provisions,
and it was quite amazing what
our cook could produce using
a single gas burner, often work-
ing by torchlight.

Setting off from Yuksom it
was another long ascent, but
the previous trek had helped
us to acclimatise and while it

was hard going at times, I
wasn’t suffering from the alti-
tude induced headaches that
had afflicted me just a few
days earlier. We would have
overnight stops at Tshoka
(2900m), Dzongri (3980m) and
Thangsing (3800m) and then
spend a day walking from
Thangsing to the Goechala
Viewpoint 1(4500m) then back

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Gentiana - Somitey Lake

Swertia

to Thangsing for another night
before beginning the journey
back to Yuksom. As non-Indian
nationals Viewpoint 1 would
be as far as we were allowed
to go but as it turned out it
was more than enough.

It was a beautiful trek through
sub-tropical jungle to begin
with and to see trees literally
dripping with orchids in full
bloom was a dream come true.
As we followed the trail higher
the vegetation changed, first
to temperate woodland, then
pine with more and more

Rhododendrons that must be
stunning when they are all in
bloom. Higher still and the
vegetation became more alpine;
short, scrubby Rhododendrons
and Potentilla and a scattering
of intense blue gentians.

The scenery was breathtaking
but Viewpoint 1 was truly spe-
cial. We had clear, blue skies
and were surrounded by snowy
peaks with brilliant blue glacial
lakes below reflecting them.
It was a long walk, and tough
at times but well worth it for
that experience!

¥a
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River crossing concentrated the mind

Helen in the majestic Himalayan scenery
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Westerkirk Library
and the mysteries of
metal detecting

Clark Dawson delivers his metal detectoring talk to the Westerkirk Library audience

n Sunday 19th January,

Westerkirk Parish Library

welcomed Clark Dawson, metal
detectorist. The audience were enthralled
as he shared some of his adventures
from his first metal detecting exploits in
1976.

It was awe inspiring to hold coins that Ro-
man Soldiers had used probably for gambling,
citizens had dropped by the wayside and
reivers and soldiers had lost whilst waiting
for safe crossing at the fords. A key to the
past was certainly unlocked as the audience
handled defunct hand grenades, canon balls
and heard about Clark’s discovery of a pro-
jectile identified as one from William G
Armstrong’s first breech loading gun in
1854.

This led to a discussion about the rules
surrounding metal detecting and Clark
shared the Guide to Metal Detecting in
Scotland produced by the Scottish Heritage
Crime Group. Clark also explained how
much metal detecting had changed with
the development of technology. Now there
is equipment that can search for specific
metals, up to specific depths. The library
was lucky to receive a donation of a metal
detector. There will be an open day in July

up at the library.

Other dates for your diary: Shen Chokyi
will be unveiling the Eskdalemuir Art and
Mystery Trail on Sunday February 16th
from 3-4.30pm, and on Sunday 16th March
Douglas Beattie, a local man who is now a
Political Journalist and author of How
Labour Wins (and loses) elections 1900 —
2024, will be visiting.

Please email the library :
westerkirkparishlibrary@gmail.com

Some of Clark’s interesting finds
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Copshaw on the the cusp
of red and amber for Eowyn

Health Centre provided a Warm Hub throughout the storm

torm Eowyn started
Scausmg problems for
Newcastleton even be-

fore the first ferocious blast
of wind hit the village. The
Holm Show Coffee Morning
— always a top favourite in
the village social calendar —
was due to be held on
Saturday January 25th, the
day after Eowyn . The forecast
for that day looked a lot
kinder, but there was a very
high likelihood of power cuts
on the Friday which would
put a stop to the committee
members doing their usual
job of baking enough scones,
shortbread and traybakes to
satisfy a full Village Hall. After
much discussion, the decision
was taken very reluctantly to
postpone the coffee morning
until the following weekend.
Villagers who kept a close
watch on the weather forecasts
in the run up to Storm Eowyn
say they painted a confusing
picture. Much of Dumfries and
Galloway and parts of the
Borders were covered by a rare
and scary red alert, but
Newcastleton appeared to be
right on the edge of it. However,
they knew that even if the
predicted hurricane strength
winds managed somehow to by-

pass the village, it was still under
an amber alert, worrying enough
for all who remembered the
ferocity and damage caused by
Storm Arwen in November 2021.

When the weather siren went
off on phones on Thursday
evening it seemed their worst
fears could be realised, sparking
a last-minute rush to secure
anything that could be tied down
and giving many a sleepless
night. Scottish Borders Council
announced the closure of all

schools and childcare facilities
and Police Scotland warned
repeatedly against travelling
unless absolutely essential.
Newcastleton Health Centre
announced it would be open to
emergencies only and people
were advised to stay in the
safety of their own homes.

Outages

Power outages hit the village
before the storm arrived and
although some households were

restored later in the day, others
were left without electricity
throughout the weekend and
into Monday. Services at
Liddesdale Parish Church were
cancelled as the building was
left without heating or light.
The internet was also out of
action for several days.
Whether red or amber in
strength, the gales certainly hit
the area with a vengeance,
bringing down trees and causing
structural damage. Farmers and

those with animals to tend had
no option but to battle their
way through the gales, strong
enough to knock people right
off their feet.

After the worst of the winds
had died down, Copshaw once
again proved its strength as a
community, with the Health
Centre opening a Warm Hub
where people could gather and
the Resilience Team checking
on elderly and vulnerable
residents.

Copshaw kids get to

scoot aboot!

way for the pupils of P1
and P2 at
Newcastleton Primary after
the school was helped to buy
bikes, scooters and helmets
for use in the outside area.
Part of the money came
from the locally-based Sir
Arthur Eliott Memorial Trust
which was established in
memory of her late father
by clan chief Margaret Eliott.
It gives grants to help people
in Liddesdale, to advance
education and to improve
quality of life. In recent years
it has helped a number of
young people who have gone
on to further education
through college or university.
The school has also thanked
the Hawick Acorn Project
Initiative (HAP1) which gave

It’s pedal power all the

a reduced rate to buy some
of the scooters and bikes,
and Newcastleton School
Partnership member Heather

Allen who did much to make
the deal possible.
Teacher Mrs Irving

successfully applied for a
grant from Learning through
Landscapes which gave the
school £500 worth of outdoor
loose parts, a £150 climate
pack and funded outdoor
training for all members of
staff.

The pupils have now started
to create an outdoor area to
extend their learning.

WATCH OOT!: P1 and P2 pupils
having fun with their new scooters

UWhiterno
Wanted!

To make the E & L a truly
community and local paper
we're looking for people
willing to write on a wide
range of subjects such as
nostalgia = sport = farming
forestry = cookery
or whatever else is your
area of expertise!

Please get in touch if you are
interested in contributing by
emailing us on:
newsdesk@eladvertiser.co.uk
or by phoning the office on
013873 80012
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New bike shelter for Langholm
stop on Klkpatrlck C2C

The recent installation of a
12-piece covered bike rack
at the north end of the
Kilngreen car park helps ce-
ment Langholm’s place as a
destination for cyclists using
the Kirkpatrick Coast to
Coast Cycle route. Having
cycling infrastructure in place
will attract cyclist to stop and
explore, use our facilities and
encourage them to stay longer
in the town supporting our
shops, cafes and hotels.

The project supported by the
Langholm Tourism group and
funded by D&G Council’s
Active Travel Budget, is part
of a bigger campaign to
encourage tourism in our area
and in particular, cycle tourism,
which has been identified as
major growth industry in the
South of Scotland.

South of Scotland Enterprise
(SOSE), the economic and
development agency for the
south is committed to improving
the facilities along the Coast
to Coast route to meet and
exceed the needs of our cycle
tourism visitors. Projects with
vision and drive to support
active travel, whereby reducing
carbon emissions while encour-
aging a healthier and cheaper

Thursday Jamuary 30, 2025 11

way for local travel is a positive
The Cycling Infrastructure Fund
launched in 2023 covers capital
investments  encouraging
businesses to become “cycle
friendly” by offering funds for
secure lockup, bike wash,
clothes washing and drying
facilities and much more.

The Langholm Tourism group
is continuing to work with
Transport Scotland regarding
improved awareness for
Langholm on strategic road
networks and is delighted to
see the new sign for Langholm
(and Hawick) on the A75 at
Annan as the latest in the pro-
ject. More work is being done
on improving the high street
signage and this will be
announced in due course.

The Langholm Tourism Group
is a group of like-minded, proac-
tive people from local groups
and businesses sharing ideas
and working with agencies to
help attract responsible tourists
and visitors to our area. If you
would like to get involved and
bring your own experiences
and ideas, the group meets
monthly and you would be
made most welcome. Please
contact John Galloway at
johngalloway18@gmail.com

Scan the QR code or visit getyournec.scot to apply
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POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm.........cccceeee 101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council
...0030 3333 3000
.......... www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............ 030 3333 3000
Langholm Town Hall/Library
................... 013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power

..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999

National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950

...... www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
.................. 03000 996 699
..www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7)
................... 0800 0281414
............... www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS

D&G Royal Infirmary
................... 01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
................... 01228 523444
Borders General Hospital
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
.................. 013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir Ewes and
Westerkirk Parish churches
Session Clerks
Jackie Henderson/Aileen Cavers
07902 718985
Canonbie United Parish church
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255

SCHOOLS
Langholm Primary
................... 013873 80900
Langholm Academy
................... 013873 80418
Newcastleton
................... 013873 75240
Canonbie
................... 013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
................... 013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown
................... 01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.
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‘... miles of desolate moss-hags and morasses’

uring the Border raids
many deeds of
conspicuous  bravery

were performed. Several are
celebrated in the Border
ballads. Heroic events were not
chronicled so much in written
history as in the folk-songs,
embodying the traditions and
poetry of the people.

Such ballads as Kinmont Willie;
Archie o’ Ca’field; Jock o’ the
Syde; the Lads o’ Wamphray;
Christie’s Will and Jamie Telfer of
the Fair Dodhead, recount deeds
of personal prowess which one
can easily imagine would set the
lassies of the dales a-singing. The
story of these stirring exploits is
set forth in this ballad-poetry in a
way which no modern writer can
emulate and we shall not spoil the
charm by any prosaic rehearsal.

One of the circumstances which
helped to make Eskdale and
Liddesdale a scene of so many
gallant and exciting exploits was
the existence of the famous Tarras
Moss, stretching between the two
dales in miles of desolate moss-
hags and morasses. To this safe
retreat the moss-trooper betook
himself when pressed by the
emissaries of the law. The
nearness of Tarras rendered it less
necessary for the “broken-men”
to build peel-towers or other
strongholds. They were safer
there than in stone houses, for the
dangers associated with any
attempt on the part of strangers to
penetrate the morasses were a

surer protection than “iron yettis”
or masonry.

Wildest spot

“This same Tarras Moss” said
Lord Ernest Hamilton “is the
wildest spot in all the countryside.
Tarras runs into Esk at Irvine, a
red, rocky, turbulent stream,
draining the peat-bogs of Roan
and Hartsgill Fell, and ever the
first to come down in time of rain.
If a man follows up the stream
from Esk, he passes first through
a densely wooded linn, which
gradually widens into a broad,
open moor, the upper part of
which is Tarras Moss proper.
Then, some four miles up the

The Tarras Moss hides its secrets well

country narrows into a rocky glen
shut in by low, steep hills, and so
for another four miles, when he
comes suddenly upon a great
basin three miles long by a mile
across, all thick with birken scrub
below, and on all sides shut in by
mighty hills. Here among the
forests and treacherous bogs, of
which they alone knew the
windings, the Armstrongs boasted
that they could live as softly as at
home, and snap their fingers for a
year or more at the royal troops of
Scotland.”

We need give but one more
illustration of the splendid use to
which the moss-troopers put this
great weapon which nature had so

thoughtfully laced at their hands.

Hearing that the Armstrongs
contemplated an incursion into
England in 1598, Sir Robert Cary
resolved to penetrate into their
own country, and await a
favourable opportunity of taking
the chief outlaws.

Hottest

He accordingly marched to
Carebhill in Liddesale with 200
horse and there built himself a
camp in which he remained from
the middle of June to the end of
August. But the Armstrongs,
hearing of his approach, had
betaken themselves to their
mountain-fastness in Tarras.

“Believing themselves to be
perfectly secure, they sent me
word” says Cary in his memoirs
“that I was like the first puff of a
haggis — hottest at the first — and
bade me stay there as long as the
weather gave me leave; they
would stay in Tarras wood until [
was weary of lying in the waste
and when [ had my time, and they
no whit the worse, would play
their part which should keep me
waking the next winter.”

English beef

Whilst this waiting game was
being patiently played out, the
Armstrongs, a tradition relates,
sent a party into England where
they harried Sir Robert Cary’s
folds. On their return to Tarras,
they sent him one of his own
cows and a message to the effect
that fearing he would be short of
provisions, they were sending
him some English beef!

Sir Robert, however, kept
quietly to his plan. He sent 150
horsemen round by a long detour
to the Ewesdale side of Tarras and
blocked up this and other passes.
He then attacked Armstrongs
from the English side and
compelled them to flee.

Five of the chief outlaws were
taken and “such a quantity of
sheep and cattle as were sufficient
to satisfy most part of the country
they were stolen from”. This was,
perhaps, the only attempt, which
proved successful, to remove the
outlaws from Tarras Moss.

C & D Marts (Longtown) Primestock Report

Thursday, 23rd January 2025

C&D Auction Marts Limited had
forward an entry of 8,219 sheep
comprising of 4,001 prime hoggs
and 4,218 cast ewes & rams at their
weekly sale at Longtown Mart
on Thursday 23" January 2025.

Another good show of cast cows
forward again with trade remaining
strong throughout. The sale topped at
£2,103 for Angus cows shown by G &
T Archibald, Craigens, Isle of Islay who
also had others at £1,904 and £1,771,
with Angus to £1,785 from N Calvert &
Son, Greensburn, West Hall and
£1,616 from Bridgewater & Wood,
Potholm, Langholm who also sold Beef
Shorthorns at £1,472.

Top per kilo of 235p, 224p and 220p
for Angus from Craigens, with Angus to
220p and Beef Shorthorns at 215p from
Potholm and Galloways peaked to
184p from Blackburn.

A smaller and very mixed show of
4,001 prime hoggs were forward. Store
hoggs are better sold on a Tuesday at
Longtown to reach maximum returns.
Please do not hesitate to contact our
auctioneers who will be pleased to
advise how and when best to market
your stock.

39-48kg well finished prime hoggs
were in demand and wanted on a
weekly basis to satisfy demand, export
hoggs in particular, were way short of

purchaser requirements.

The sale topped at 439p for Beltex
shown by A Williamson, Dykehead,
Penton.

Top per head of £210 for Texels from
HM Livestock, Shethin, Ellon.

Overall average of 321.4p (SQQ
331.3p)

PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER KILO)
Beltex 439p Dykehead, 409p

Waterside, 394p Dykehead, 386p
Killocraw.

Texel 374p Fineview, 366p Knock,
364p Brae Edge, 359p Shield Green,
356p Culquhasen, 355p Langholm.
Cheviot 357p Dippen, 344p
Glendearg, 340p Sorbie, 339p
Dippen.

Suffolk 349p Knock, 346p Shethin,
344p Donrentin, 341p Knock.

North Country Cheviot 347p
Roughet Hill, 341p, 334p Whitecroft
Mains.

Charollais 341p Tinnishall.

Mule 332p Ardmaleish, 328p
Cowburnrigg & Hilltop, 326p
Culquhasen & Langholm, 324p High
Cattadale.

Blackface 324p, 323p Sorbie, 322p
Chapelhope, Uigle & Peela Hill.
Cheviot Mule 323p Culquhasen.

PRINCIPAL PRICE (PER HEAD

Texel £210 Shethin, £200
Corneyside, £194 Woodhall, £188
Roughet Hill, £182 Dippen, £180
Shethin & Glendearg.

Beltex £198 Glendearg, £180
Dykehead, £178 Glendearg, £172
Waterside & Tinnishall, £170
Highwood & Gyratesmyre.

Cheviot Mule £185 Shethin.

Suffolk £182 West Newlands, £179
Wanwood Hill, £178 Oaklands, £172
Wanwood Hill, £170 Hill House.
Charollais £177, £166 Larel, £164
Tinnishall.

Lleyn £170, £168 Townfoot.

Cheviot £164, £160, £153 Mount
Benger, £153 West Newlands, £150
Shethin.

Mule £154 Cowburnrigg, £150 High
Parkfoot & Westernhopeburn, £149
High Burnfoot, £148 Cowburnrigg.
Blackface £150 Whiteside & Sorbie,
£149 Cowburnrigg, £148 Wanwood
Hill, £146 Cowburnrigg, Greenside &
Mount Benger.

North Country Cheviot £150, £149
Roughet Hill.

Another large show of 4,218 ewes and
rams were forward to the same ring of
competitive purchasers. Heavy ewes
met some resistance, whilst lightweight
ewes maintained recent rates high
rates of return.

The sale topped at £300 for Texel
ewes shown by J Pirie, Machrihanish,
Campbeltown.

Suffolks peaked at £255 from A& HC
Smith, Crumhaughhill, Hawick.

Mule ewes sold to £190 from
Newbigging Farms.

Hill ewes topped at £138 for Cheviots
from RJ Oliver, High Brae, Roberton
who also sold Blackfaces at £136.

Rams to £210 for Texels from R & H
Braid, Leithenhall, Wamphray.

All classes of primestock are wanted
here at Longtown on a weekly basis to
satisfy an ever-growing demand.
Primestock travel from all four corners
of the United Kingdom to take
advantage of the competitive
purchasers who operate on a weekly
basis providing a very transparent and
competitive marketplace at Longtown.
Haulage can be arranged easily and
efficiently, so please do not hesitate to
contact our auctioneers who will be
pleased to take your calls and assist you
and your business in any way possible.

John Walton 07880 527 066
Daniel Lynn 07584 200 489
Sam Hogg 07584 207 323
Norman Douglas 07786 366 833

Helen Rickard 07741 313 029

HEAVY EWES
Texel £300 Machrihanish, £280

Newbigging, £270 Crumhaughhill &
Fineview, £250 Waterside, £240
Highwood, £235 Newbigging, £230
Dormansteads & Peela Hill.
Suffolk £255 Crumhaughhill, £228
Whins, £212 Cairnfield, £200
Clackmae & Roxburgh Mains.
Charollais £198 Beckfoot.

Beltex £195 Lurgan, £190 Fearn.
Mule £190, £178 Newbigging, £178
Highwood & Mossilee, £176
Gyratesmyre, £175 Caimnfield, £172
Newbigging.

North Country Cheviot £188
Mossiliee, £185, £182, £180
Humbleheugh, £175 Dormansteads.
Bluefaced Leicester £185 Tinnis,
£180 Laverockbank, £175 Newbigging
& High Parkfoot, £165 Peela Hill.
Cheviot Mule £185 Becks, £172
Roughet Hill, £168 Auchlin &
Clackmae.

Zwartble £178 Townfoot, £175
Drumreach.

Goat £160 Tangymoil, £150
Newbigging, £130 Tangytavil.

LIGHT EWES

Cheviot £138 High Brae, £136
Sundhope, £135 North House, £132
Potholm, £128 Skelfhill, £126
Alifornaught, Skelfhill & Potholm.
Blackface £136 High Brae, £130
Pitland Hills, £128 Ashburn, £126

Allfornaught, £122 Hoscote & Tinnis.
Swaledale £110 Linton Bank Head,
£100 Grindon Hill, £97 Butterdales.
Easycare £109 Hill House, £108
Grange, £102, £100 Hill House.

RAMS

Texel £210 Leithenhall, £205 Orchard
Mains, £200 Longrow & Ashburn.
Charollais £200 Barsalloch, £170
Kirkhill.

Suffolk £195 Hownam Grange, £190,
£175 Knock, £165 Carran.

Beltex £195 Drumreach.

North Country Cheviot £190, £170
Hownam Grange.

Bluefaced Leicester £190 High Brae,
£175 Tinnis.

Blackface £150 Ashburn, £130
Tinnis, £120 Stewartshield & Turnalt.
Cheviot £130 Skelfhill & Hopsrigg.

Averages:

Hoggs

Light to 353.0p (303.3p)
Standard to 394.0p (333.6p)
Medium to 439.0p (331.9p)
Heavy to 361.0p (307.6p)
Ewes

Light to £138.00 (£75.72)
Heavy to £300.00 (£133.04)
Rams to £210.00 (£121.59)
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By Aileen Armstrong

Langholm Ladies Burns Club
members celebrated their
77th anniversary dinner in
fine style last Thursday.

President Nancy McLure
welcomed everyone then said
the Selkirk Grace. The haggis
was piped in by lain Bell in
top form, carried aloft by
Barbara Addison.

Next was the Address to
the Haggis and a lovely meal
with choices of haggis, neeps
and tatties or savoury chicken
or the vegetarian option,
prepared by Tracey and her
team at Castleview Catering.

Bernie Armstrong from
Hawick gave an excellent
Immortal Memory but sadly
the A7 to Hawick was closed
and he had to go all the way
round via Copshaw to get
home.

Everyone enjoyed a fine

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
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RARE VISITOR: Tom Hutton of Langholm spotted this Red Squirrel on the Lodge Walks recently

Ladies are right
royally entertained

Burns Club enjoys a

TOP TABLERa.'to R: Barbara Addison, Aileen Armstrong, Bernie Armstrong, Grace Brown,

per

R11a

Lawrie Baxter, Nancy McLure, Billy Young and lain Bell

recital of the poem “Could
Burns Keek Doon” from our
own Grace Brown and Lawrie
Baxter delighted the company
with her singing of “Rantin’
Rovin’ Robin” and “Flow
Gently Sweet Afton”.

The incomparable Billy
Young gave a wonderful
recitation of “Holy Willie’s
Prayer” and also sang “Gae
Bring Tae Me a Pint 0’ Wine”

In her vote of thanks, Aileen
Armstrong extended thanks

to the Buccleuch Centre for
their welcome to the club and
to all who had made the
evening so enjoyable.

The Burns Supper concluded
with the company joining in
singing “Auld Lang Syne”.

e, ST

e

Topper topper in Canonbie

Canonbie’s Pauline Greener pulled off another classic postbox topper with this
Burns-themed creation, haggis and all!
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The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
47A High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH
013873 80012 - alan@eladvertiser.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

| BORDER AUTO )
SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE s NEWCASTLETON
AVILLAGE GARAGE OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!
MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work
Servicing / Repairs = Quotations available
We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres = Exhausts = Batteries
Diagnostics = Air Conditioning.

@ert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.coy

" Post Y LANGHOLM
Officey TOWN HALL

' : (inside)
WEDNESDAYS 10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS 9am - 2pm
Access through rear door

ROYAL BANK MOBILE VAN

Day Centre car park
Thursdays
11:45am - 12:25pm

"Post Y
Office

%$RBS X$RBS

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Chimneys and
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

POST OFFICE PLANNING

CUMBRIA METALS
FARM SCRAP -
URGENTLY B 'K S N
WANTED L
Wire o Tin cycle service

Machinery e Lorries
Cars e Vans
and all other scrap metal

s nal, 'g' 15 3 ‘g‘,
Cauﬁ?ﬁ?éff 33933345;391 ‘. :e rvi C: ..
\ l

(B7068 CAROLINE STREET) (TEMPORARY TRAFFIC
REGULATION ORDER) ORDER 2025

The Council has made an Order under the Road Traffic Regulation Act
1984 to temporarily close B7068 from beyond Springhill to the entrance
of the football pitch, Caroline Street, Langholm from 0930 to 1530 on
10/02/25. The closure is necessary to facilitate safe access to overhead
network. Alternative route available via B7068, A7(T), B6357, B722,
B7068 and vice versa. Emergency access will be available if
required. Pedestrian access will be maintained.

TO LET

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM

* Ashley Bank House

* The Old Post Office

* The Old Bakery, Well Close
* BFA - Enquiries welcome

for further information, please contact
Gillian McCartney, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN
Tel: 013873 81066 | email: gilian@ashleybank.co.uk

DATS BLINDS

3 Blinds for £160
(70 x 50)

Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds

FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Special Offers on Perfect fit blinds ideal
Conservatory Blinds J for tilt & turn windows

Vertical = Venetian = Roller * Roman = Blackout
Wooden Venetians = Pleated = Velux = Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to

077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

ADVERTISING

SHIMANO

SERVIEE SENTTRE:

Sandilands, Unit 2, Longtown CA6 5LY
01228 792497
1-2 Market Street, Carlisle CA3 8QJ
01228 739926
- www.bikeseven.co.uk

@Mﬂ e & ?EIUMU&I

. -
Dumfries [oacd]

and Galloway

Your Business with the E&L!

Employers!!

* Do you have vacancies to fill?
* Are you seeking to expand your business?

We have a wide readership covering Langholm.and Eskdale,
Newcastleton, Longtown, Annan and Lockerbie and very
competitive rates.

To discuss your employment needs contact us on 013873 80012
or email alan@eladvertiser.co.uk

Advertise inthe E& L....
You’ll be surprised how little it costs!

Cshdale &Inhbtghals

Advertis
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LOCAL NOTICEBOARD || 1[: M %41 Crossword & Quiz

Solutions from

(3 | Knowledge Qui
eneral Knowledge Quiz [} ias¢ week
CREATION MILL No. 2503 answers next week
1. Which Shakespeare play opens 11. Which element shares its name Quiz 2502
“When shall we three meet again”? with the name given to an American
m . [ . five-cent coin?
l.Langholm: Textile Town 2.  Forwhich organ of the human S, . Right
< PAST | PRESENT | FUTURE body is a defibrillator a medical tool? réingouscous is made from whic 2. Michael Nyman
Exhibition time table ' 3. Which stateley home of the Duke il 3. Noises Off
s A ah oo of Devonshire lies about three miles 13. In which sport were players 4. Aarhus
=l north of Bakewell? nicknamed “Little Miss Poker Face” and
ednesda = Exhibition - . 5 Cl dM t
Hearese ysm"lE'e:liTt:Toulﬂ‘l‘?gmatart' . 4 Which Ameri h “Little Mo” successful in the 1920s/30s 6 Br?uittee BZ:(fot
- Serap store & gift shop 10-3 o, . ich American state was the and 1950s respectively? -
Thursday 6th - Exhibition 10-3 & " scene of a chainsaw massacre in the 7. Silver
s e dhon 15 ¢ _ title of a Tobe Hooper film? I134. \(/thiICfl tree, shcientifiq nargef A_c;er 8. National Basketball Association
- e . . . seudoplatanus, has a winged frui 9. West Side Sto
T e L g tt HI?W E tge Flavian Amphitheatre sometimes nicknamed a helicopter, 10. Windows .
- Notes from Sheepland screening 6:30pm * etter Known+ Containing |tS Seedsf) 11 . Portugal
Saturday Bth :g:":‘aizitsifonr;g-;ift - 1?_3 6. WhIC!; is the Iarger island — Ireland 15. From which African Country does 12. United Arab Emirates
Wesuina werishep 1172 or lceland? singer Youssou N'Dour come? 13, IDevie WilFerane
Adid s e 7. English, Gordon and Irish (or red) TGERININorseI T thaloa rhonvasthe 14. Sao Paolo
- Notes from Sheepland screening 1:30pm are breeds Of Wthh Undo 2 e y gy! . .
{Subtitles) * S s 1 bk g g trickster god? 15. The length of the opposite side over
e rct = () ) 8. Which of Henry VIil's wives was 17. Chi Mai by Ennio Morricone, was the length of the adjacent side.
Serap slore, gift shep, warkshups and screanings held 8t Creation Mill space  [B] B cIRchm :;:;:,NMJ married to him the shortest time? the theme from a 1981 drama about the 16. Spey
9. Which ship in a Robert Louis life and times of which prime minister? }; ?(\)Yndjeol:elsrk
iltevenjon SnOV?II |s?capta|ned by 18. Which English racecourse is 19, Saint Petersburgh
~ — exander Smollett* located at the Knavesmire? .
, T Ty ) ) 20. Samuel Tayor Coleridge
L OCéj_} NO ’} I CEE{} Ofiﬁlj 10. Wh|ch_d|sease entered England at 419 \wWhich band had a UK number one
Weymouth in 13487 hit in 1965 with Concrete and Clay?

Advertise on the

NOTICEBOARD 20. Which is the only county to have a
. . capital city beginning with the letter Z?
this size 5¢cm x 2col Crossword 2502
o nIy Across: 1 Shapes, 5 Pass by, 8 Uprooted,

9 Vast, 10 Trip, 11 Pulls out, 12 Cad,

13 D V D, 14 Dat, 15 Either or, 18 Saud,
19 Lien, 20 Consults, 21 Lyrics,

22 Embark.

£20 inc VAT

Contact: alan@eladvertiser.co.uk

Down: 2 Hyperactivity, 3 Propped,
4 Sat up, 5 Paddled, 6 Saves, 7 Biscuit

whars oninJanvary l|EESEELE | 0 |[EirE

Presbetery of the South West

X Langholm Parish Church
Service of 7
Union & Linkage pm
Thu

30th
Scottish Opera The Buccleuch Centre No. 2503 answers next week
Opera Highlights 7.30pm
A wee mix of cryptic and general knowledge puzzles to get the grey cells moving!
Hard of Hearing Group Langholm Day Centre
Brew ‘n’ Blether 10.30am - 12 noon - >
Across _ .

7 Operatic lyrics (8) 7

Fri Gilnockie Gilnockie Hall 8 Torn clothing (4)

3lst Burns Supper 7.30pm 9  Seal round a ship's propeller shaft (5)
10 Restaurant practice desired by waiters (7)

I St ) 12 Heroes matter when allocated a saint (6,6)
“Tales from the ESkdilgr(;lulr Hub 14 Coordinated sequences of chess moves (12)
Eskdalemuir Valley’ ~=opm 16 Useup (7)
Y 18 Gold, silver or bronze award (5)
20 Comes together (4)
21 Brought about (8
WHAT’S ON IN FEBRUARY S
Down

1 Venetian bridge (6)

Sat Comgllfnlrt[;fl;e:l;l;og:pper The Buccleuch Centre 2 Marga"et_ Thatc"“—‘"‘? birthplace (8)

1st & Family Ceilidh 7.00pm 3 Label of incorporation (3)
4 Bluebottle (9)
5 Support (4)

Fri Benty Quiz Night B';n% I;I:H 6  Items for a meeting (6)

14th enty Quiz Nig =UP 11 Essex town between Bishop's Stortford and Colchester (9)
13 Lofty place (8)
14 Masticated (6)

Sun Snowdrop Walk Benty Hall 15 Approached (6)

16th Refreshments 12 noon - 4pm 17 "--- we forget" (Kipling, "Recessional") (4)
19 Company's top money manager (1,1,1)

Thu LIONEL The Buccleuch Centre

20th | The music of Lionel Richie 7.30pm
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Rugby

By Kenneth Pool

Haddington 17 Langholm 0

Langholm travelled to Neilson
Park on Saturday to take on
Haddington RFC in East
League 1. Haddington were
sitting in third place in the
league just one point behind
second placed Langholm. The
very strong winds experienced
the day before had died away
but there was still a strong
breeze to contend with.
Having beaten Haddington
in a very exciting match in
October by 33 points to 29,
Langholm knew the home
side would be up for revenge
and would be difficult to beat
and this proved to be the
case.

Haddington started in deter-
mined fashion and scored an
unconverted try after only six
minutes. Langholm fought back
but made a number of mistakes
and handling errors in the
Haddington 22 which proved
costly. Haddington had more
of the ball in the first 30 min-
utes, but Langholm’s defence

was good which frustrated the
home side and kept them from

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES

FRIDAY 14th FEBRUARY
SATURDAY 1st MARCH
SpOIlSOI'Cd by KELSO RACES 01573 221221 | info(@kelso-races.co.uk

Langholm had
by Haddington

Dlsappomtmg result after last week’s win

CENTURY: Josh Duffy played his 100th match for LRFC against Haddington

scoring on a number of
occasions, Langholm were able
to exert some pressure, and
Alastair Cavers came close to
scoring for the visitors. How-
ever, the deadlock was broken

by Haddington who went in
for their second unconverted
try. Half time score 10-0

Both sides fought hard in the
second half, and both had good
attacking moves. However, both

defences were up to the task,
and it was difficult for either
side to find a way to score.
Haddington scored a third try,
this time converted and the vis-
itors, despite considerable effort,
could not get on to the
scoreboard. The final score
Haddington 17 Langholm 0

This was the first time for
many seasons that Langholm
have not registered any points
scored in a match. It was
disappointing for players and
supporters alike following an
excellent win against Dalkeith
the week before.

The win for Haddington puts
them into second place in the
league on 38 points and
Langholm slipped back to third
place on 35 points. Broughton
are league leaders on 41 points
with a game in hand. The next
league match is not until 15th
February with a rearranged
away fixture against Murray-
field Wands.

The 1st XV’s squad will be
making a short tour to Ireland
(8th -10th February) and will
play Portadown RFC in a
friendly match on the
Saturday evening.

\p

KELSO RACES

A WARM BORDERS WELCOME

Brilliant entry
for Open Rinks

Some of the victorious at Langholm Open Rinks 2025

Carpet Bowling

By Luke Tolson

Langholm Open Rinks 2025 was played last Sunday
with a great entry of 32.

Winners - Ryan Simpson, Donald Clark, Jock Bell and
Alan Wilson well done lads.

Runners-up - Stephen Murray, Callum Whitby, Fiona
Whitby and George Davidson from Rhonehouse.
Beaten semi-finalists - Ryan Wood, Luke Tolson, Chris
Wood & Ryan Johnstone and Steven Gall, Craig, Keith
& Kenny Davidson.

Thanks very much to the Social club for sponsoring the
tournament!

300th

for Guthbert

Football

By David Borthwick
Langholm 1 Hawick 0

The lads were back in action
in the winter sunshine today
where we faced Hawick Utd
on the Scholars.

Every one of the boys were
up for it this week and it was
also a milestone game with Craig
Cuthbert making his 300th
appearance for the club.

As expected, the game was a
battle, and it took a special goal
to unlock the deadlock in the
second half. Alistair Little chased
the ball down, then laid it off
for Daniel Winter who found
the top corner with a left foot
shot from around 12 yards out,
a very well taken goal that gave
the Hawick keeper no chance.

The game ended 1-0 with the
lads securing a well-deserved
and much needed three points.
Some very big performances
but everyone played their part
today in a tough game.

Thanks to Kevin Deane for
officiated and to the Douglas
Hotel for the after-match
hospitality.

Next week we face Chirnside
at home in the league.

Sports Nostalgia|
orts Nostal

938757

Members and instructors of Langholm Shotokan Karate Club way back in 2002

771472
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