Enough is enough
Petition for vital health services to be restored to Langholm 

A petition has been launched demanding a decision to degrade services at Langholm’s Thomas Hope Hospital is reversed.
Local podiatry, physiotherapy, dementia day-care and ?? services have already been outsourced to other medical facilities in the area, including Annan and Dumfries, in sweeping changes by Dumfries and Galloway Health and Social Care Partnership.
This has proved a nightmare for anyone using scant public transport connections from Langholm, involving changes of buses and mistimed connections.
Now Langholm Ewes and Westerkirk Community Council have set up the petition, calling for these vital services to be reinstated.
“We’ve had meetings with both Jeff Ace and Julie White of NHS D&G, and were assured that the Thomas Hope Hospital would remain operational for end-of-life care in the community,” said community council chair John Galloway.
“We were also told that the number of available beds would be dictated by the new special-care housing development at Murtholm.  But that is a moot point at the moment with very little information forthcoming about the recommencement of building works.
“The community council is fully aware of the massive onus placed upon the NHS during and after the Covid pandemic as far as staffing levels and the recruitment of staff is concerned –  but we are now well past that, and desperately need these services reinstated.”
The council has been been inundated with calls regarding the erosion of health facilities in Langholm, aa situation exacerbated by the announcement of the closure of the dentist surgery in the town. 
In a statement to the E&L this week, Dumfries and Galloway Health and Social Care Partnership said: “Delivering services into the heart of communities is a central ethos of the health and social care partnership. Work is continually taking place towards this goal, ensuring that services can be delivered safely and sustainably.  
 “Consultation has been taking place on bed-based intermediate care within the region over the last 12 weeks, considering the roles played by facilities including all care homes and cottage hospitals – with an in-person consultation event having taken place in Langholm on May 24. 
“This consultation work has just concluded, and the outcomes will play an important role in informing approaches to the delivery of health and social care. A report is due before the region’s Integration Joint Board on September 27, with the hope that co-design of approaches can start taking place with communities before the end of the year.”
Hard copies of the petition are available for signature at: The Eskdale Hotel, The Paper Shop, Davidson’s Chemist, Bill Barbour’s, Langholm Day Centre, Latimer’s,  Pelosi’s, First Bite, The Buccleuch Centre, Canonbie Post Office, and Langholm Playcare
