
The man accused of making
the bomb which blew up Pan
Am flight 103 over Lockerbie
should face the death penalty
if convicted, says the US pros-
ecutor who charged him.
And former attorney general

William Barr admits he is dis-
appointed that the trial of the
only suspect to be found guilty
of the 1988 atrocity took place
in a Scottish court.
“Personally, I think terrorists

who commit these kinds of
atrocities should be executed,”
he said. “I didn't want to pro-
ceed to Scotland, partly be-
cause Scotland would not im-
pose the death penalty.”
Mr Barr spoke out as Abu

Agila Masud, an alleged
Libyan intelligence agent, ap-
peared in a Washington DC
court this week, almost exactly
34 years since the deadliest
terror attack on British soil
killed 270 people, including
11 of the town’s 
residents. 
Masud is said to have ad-

mitted making the bomb, trans-
porting it to Malta, and 

prepping it before it was put
into a suitcase and loaded onto
a plane.
However in a brief hearing

the prosecution said they would
not seek the death penalty if
the 71-year-old is convicted.
Mr Barr was the US attorney

general who brought charges
against Abdelbaset al-Megrahi,
who was jailed for life in 2001
after being convicted of murder
by a Scottish court sitting in
the Netherlands. 
And while some family mem-

bers of those killed in the attack
say the United Nations should
choose where Masud faces trial,
Mr Barr says the US is the right
place, as 190 of the 270 Locker-
bie victims were American.
He says he had wanted the

first Lockerbie trial to be held
in America. 
"I wanted it to be tried in the

United States as well,” Mr Barr
told the BBC. “And I wanted
to pursue the death penalty in
the United States.”
The case against Masud will

include a confession he allegedly
gave to a Libyan law enforce-
ment official when he was in
custody in Libya on other
charges. Mr Barr says he is sat-
isfied that the confession will
be admissible in court, despite
concerns by some that it may
have been coerced.
“Masud’s arrest sends an 

important message that no mat-
ter how much time has elapsed,
anyone attacking the US will
eventually be brought to 
justice.”
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Lockerbie suspect ‘deserves
death penalty’- prosecutor

Sometimes it’s the simple things that make all the difference –
in this case, a wee toy dog to cuddle at Christmas.

This young lad’s day was made by the generosity of Solway
Sharks hockey team and their fantastic supporters, who got to-
gether to collect presents for children who will be spending
Christmas in Dumfries & Galloway Royal Infirmary. 

His smile says it all – and we suspect he and his dog will be
inseparable.    FULL STORY p4
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The big freeze
bites back

Santa Claus is 
coming to Toon

PAGE 10SEE PAGE 3

Scottish justice not tough enough, says former attorney general

SUSPECT: Abu Agila Masud is 
accused of making the bomb

December likely to be coldest
in 10 years

Social Club visit delights
young and old

Latimers of Langholm

FFUURRNNIITTUURREE SSAALLEE
STARTS FRIDAY 16th DECEMBER

OPENING TIMES:  Fri 16th – 8am-5pm | Sat 17th – 8am-4pm | Sun 18th – 10am-3pm | Mon 19th - Fri 23rd – 8am-5pm
Christmas Eve – 8am-4pm | Christmas Day, Boxing Day CLOSED | Tue 27th - 10am-3pm

GREAT SAVINGS ON SOFAS • CHAIRS • RECLINERS • LIFT & RISE CHAIRS • DIVANS • BEDROOM AND DINING FURNITURE

OUTRAGE: The bombing of Pan Am 103 over Lockerbie killed 270 
people, including 11 residents, in 1988

A smile to light
up Christmas
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Church Notices

NHS ‘failing to meet cancer referral
standard’ claims MSP Smyth

Family___________
Announcements

A teenager has been
arrested and charged
after three 16-year-olds
died and a further three
people were taken to
hospital following a car
crash.
Emergency services

were called to a collision
involving a Honda Civic
and a Honda CRV on
the A711, near Dumfries,
at around 12.40am on
March 16.
Three teenagers, who

were passengers in the
Honda Civic, were pro-
nounced dead at the
scene. They were iden-
tified and named by po-

lice as Ian Cannon, 
Finlay Johns and Tyler
Johnston.
The driver of the Hon-

da Civic, along with
three males within the
Honda CRV, were taken
to Dumfries and Gal-
loway Royal Infirmary
for treatment to serious
injuries.
Following an investi-

gation, police have now
confirmed that a 17-year-
old has been arrested and
charged in connection
with the crash.
He is expected to be

appear in court at a later
date.

47A High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

Contact us at the E&L:  Office 013873 80012
Editor Nick Brownlee,    Features Editor Gilly Fraser   
All correspondence to: newsdesk@eladvertiser.co.uk

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,
EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Sunday 18th December
Langholm 10am

Westerkirk Carol Service
18th December 6.30pm

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Tel: 013873 73755.

Charity no. SCO11946

Thanks for Sympathy
HOGG, Maureen

John and the Girls and families would like to
thank everyone for their kind words, cards and
donations received after their sad loss.
Special thanks to Rev. Scott McCarthy for his kind
and caring words, David Erskine for his help and
support at this sad time, Dr. Claire Phillips and
Staff at the Health Centre for their care. The sum
of £400 will be donated to the Haematology Unit
at DGRI as an expression of thanks for the care
Maureen received over the years.

share the news of any..........
• engagements
• marriages
• anniversaries
• births
• thank yous
• congratulations

Contact us on 013873 80012
email: alan@eladvertiser.co.uk

Funeral Services

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service
Shaun Turnbull
Please call:  0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

Winter wonderland: enjoy it while you can!
It’s not so long ago we were basking in November temperatures which felt more like those
in April or May. 
This week, however, winter hit back with a vengeance – it’s already the coldest December

in a decade and our sympathies go out to the hardy folk of Eskdalemuir, who always seem
to find themselves shivering more than most whenever there’s a cold snap.
Of course the advantage of the Arctic conditions has been some quite stunning scenery, as

witnessed by our own Gilly Fraser’s photos of the frost-covered landscape in and around
Newcastleton this week.
Our advice is to wrap up well and enjoy it: if the forecasters are correct, you’ll be 

needing your brolly again by the weekend.

New figures show that NONE
of the health boards in the south
of Scotland met the Scottish
Government’s 62-day standard
for cancer referral.
This states that 95 percent of

eligible patients should wait a
maximum of 62 days from urgent
suspicion of cancer referral to
first cancer treatment. 
In NHS Dumfries and Galloway

the figure was 83 percent,
South Scotland MSP Colin

Smyth said: “These figures are
deeply worrying because we know
that any delay in diagnosing cancer
can have a huge impact on the
success of treatment. 
“The waiting time standard is

there for a reason but none of our

local health boards have been
able to meet it this quarter, and
this is despite our amazing NHS
working flat out to deliver the
care people need.”
The government insists cancer

patients are set for faster access
to treatment as an additional £10
million has been allocated to help
improve waiting times.

Money
The new money, to be shared

among the health boards, will
boost the number of operations
available, creating extra clinics,
and upskilling new staff to speed
up the delivery of endoscopy, ra-
diology and chemotherapy treat-
ment to get patients the care they

need as quickly as possible.
Health Secretary Humza Yousaf

said: “Despite the challenges of
the pandemic, NHS Scotland has
consistently met the 31-day stan-
dard for starting cancer treatment
with an average wait of four days
once a decision to treat has been
made – that’s testament to the re-
lentless efforts of our fantastic
healthcare staff across the country.
However, we must to more to
improve our 62-day performance.
“Covid has not gone away and

pressures remain, which is why
we are providing health boards
with a £10 million cash boost to
drive down waiting times so that
cancer patients can receive the
best care as early as possible.”UNDER FIRE:- Humza Yousaf

A711 tragedy: boy, 17,
charged after deaths

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Canonbie:  

Sunday 18 December
9 Lessons and Carols 
Service at 11.30 am.

Saturday 24 December-
Christmas Eve Service 

at 6.30 pm.

Liddesdale:  
Sunday 18 December 

service at 10am

Friday 23 December -
Pop-up Nativity. 6 pm

Saturday 24 December-
Watchnight Service 11pm

Sunday 25 December -
Joint Christmas Day Service

at 10am in Canonbie.

Sunday 1 January - 
Joint New Year’s Day 

service at 10am 
in Liddesdale

Rev Morag Crossan
on 07861736071

SCENE: The A711 was blocked after the crash last March



Wrap up warm, folks – we’re on
course for the coldest December in
over a decade!
And once again, our region has led

the way in freezing conditions north of
the border, with a bone-chilling -9.2C
being recorded at Eskdalemuir last
Friday night.
At the time, that was the coldest night

of the year in Scotland – but as the
arctic conditions continued to grip the
north of the country, temperatures 
plummeted to -15.7C in Braemar in
Aberdeenshire. 
And with the highs of just -9.3C, it

represented the UK’s lowest maximum

temperature since 2010.
A yellow warning for ice and snow

currently covers northern Scotland with
the cold spell set to last until the weekend
– although further south the icy 
conditions are expected to break in the
next 24 hours.
BBC Scotland’s Kirsteen Macdonald

said: “Cold weather isn't at all unusual
for the time of year but, given that we
experienced a record-breaking mild
November, this continued cold spell
may come as a shock to people, at a
time of great worry regarding energy
bills and the cost of living crisis.”
The cold snap comes as research 

suggests almost half of households in
Scotland have had to cut back spending
due to rising energy bills.
Citizens Advice Scotland analysed

polling data from YouGov, in which
1,002 adults were questioned. It 
suggested 9 percent – equivalent to
198,854 people – have reduced spending
on hobbies and leisure activities for
their children, such as after-school clubs,
parties and school trips.
CAS chief executive Derek Mitchell

called the findings “heartbreaking”,
adding: “That is a horrible situation for
any parent to be in, and we would 
encourage anyone worried about energy

bills to contact the CAB network.”
The charity National Energy Action

has also warned that millions around
the UK will struggle to stay warm.
Chief executive Adam Scorer, said

people were being forced to turn their
heating off and called for the government
to do more to help "those at greatest
peril" stay warm.
People on the lowest incomes in many

parts of England and Wales are set to 
receive a £25 Cold Weather Payment.
The system is different in Scotland, where
those on low incomes and benefits may
receive the Winter Heating Payment.

Earlier this year the Eskdalemuir
Old School and Community Hub fed
and watered around 1,700 cyclists
taking part in a long-distance ride.
Now they’ve been thanked for their

hospitality by the group behind the

mass-participation event.
Audax, the long-distance cycling 

association, organised the ride in August,
which took cyclists from London to
Dunfermline and back again – a total of
over 1,000 miles.

Eskdalemuir was one of the refreshment
stops en route. Organising the refreshments
for the large number of cyclists was no
mean feat and required volunteers to help
out round the clock.
Last weekend the Hub was presented

with a commemorative medal and a
framed copy of the Autumn Arrivee mag-
azine cover as a thank you from Audax. 
Darrell Whittle of Audax said: 

“Volunteers like the team in Eskdalemuir
are pivotal to the success of events like
this, and we really wanted to thank them
for their time and effort.
“It was hugely appreciated by all the

riders taking part.”
It’s not the first time that the Hub has

played a role for these long distance
cycles – and according to operational
development manager Lara Porter they
hope to work with Audax again in the
future.
“I’d just like to thank everyone who

helped out with the Audax cycle in any
way,” she said. “It really was a great
success.’
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Used stamps
for RNIB
Please remember to save your
used postage stamps to help the
Royal National Institute of Blind
– especially at this time of year,
when we receive more mail than
usual.
The RNIB receive £20 for each

kilogram and accept all stamps,
new or used, British or foreign,
first day covers, presentation
packs or albums. 
It helps if you can separate

them into British and foreign
(Channel Islands and Isle of Man
count as foreign). Please leave
a centimetre of envelope or pack-
aging around each stamp. 
There are collection boxes in

Holmspun on Langholm High
Street and Canonbie post office.

____________________

Benty
party time
Westerkirk kids’ Christmas party
is being held at Bentpath Hall
on Friday December 23.
It’s the first time the event has

taken place in two years, thanks
to Covid, and starts at 4.30pm.
At 5.30pm there’ll be a light
tea, before a special visit from
Santa.

____________________

Tory win
The Scottish Conservatives

have won a by-election in 
Dumfries and Galloway.
The vote was called after

Labour’s Sandy Whitelaw 
resigned his council seat in the
Mid Galloway and Wigtown
West ward less than six months
after being elected.
Richard Marsh will be the

newest councillor in Dumfries
and Galloway after winning 53.3
percent of the vote.
All of Scotland’s five largest

political parties stood candidates
in the by-election, but while the
Tories increased their vote share
compared to the 2022 local elec-
tions, the SNP, Greens, and
Labour all saw theirs decline.

Bone-Chilling!
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Saddle-sore riders say thanks to Hub

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgetsTHANKS: Sarah Pool (second right) receives a framed cover on behalf of Eskdalemuir Hub

Folk shiver as we head for coldest December in 10 years

FROZEN: The Liddel ‘looks cauld’. This could be a black and white photo, but isn’t!
Photos by Gilly Fraser

NEWS
IN BRIEF

WINTER’S GRIP: A very frosty lane near Newcastleton showing the thick layers on the trees



Local ice hockey team 
Solway Sharks has donated
over 200 soft toys to 
Dumfries & Galloway’s
children’s ward following
a huge collection in the
second year of their “Hurl
a Hug” initiative.  
Four of the team’s players

paid a Christmas visit to
hand over a bounty of soft
toys and spent time on the
ward with children and their
families. The first visit of
its kind to the ward in over
two years brought smiles all
round.
The Solway Sharks began

“Hurl a Hug” in 2021 when
they asked spectators to
throw a soft toy onto the ice
rink after a match to donate
for children in hospital dur-
ing Christmas time.  The
number of soft toys donated
was 60 and went to the chil-
dren’s ward.  This year’s
huge number of toys has
meant the donation will be
shared across services for
children and babies in hos-
pital and outwith to the com-
munity.  
Staff from Women and

Children’s services have 
arranged for many of the
soft toys to be delivered to
The Willows and Oak Tree 

Family Centre during 
Christmas time.

Happiness
Sharks head coach Martin

Grubb said: “As a club, 
supporting health and well-
being in the community is
really important to us and it’s
a pleasure to bring some 
happiness to children who
are in hospital during 
Christmas time.
“That’s been made even

better with some of our play-
ers delivering the soft toys
in person this year.    
“The response to the second

year of our “Hurl a Hug”
soft toy donation has been
fantastic and we’re delighted
to hear this means the soft
toys are being shared with
children in the community
as well as those who are in
hospital.  
“Not only have we had 

donations from people in
this region but also from
visitors who came from
Billingham for the match
last Saturday night. On 
behalf of Solway Sharks a
huge thank you to everyone
who has supported ‘Hurl a
Hug’                                .”
Deputy charge nurse Sarah

Murphy said: “We are 

especially delighted as there
have been no visits like this
for over two years.  It’s been
lovely for children who are
in hospital at Christmas time
to pick out a soft toy given
out by a special visitor, this
brings a smile and comfort
at what is a difficult time
for them and for their 
families.
“Even better, the huge num-

ber of soft toys donated has
meant that we can share
them out with children in
the community who use ser-
vices at The Willows and
Oak Tree Family Centre 
during Christmas time.”
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Fare
increase
The region’s taxi fares are going
up next year.They’ll increase
from £4.50 to £5.50 for the first
& Galloway Council agreed to
drive up charges from March 1.
This is the first price hike in

15 years and comes following
increased costs in fuel and other
charges.

Bridge
results
E/W - 1 Sandra Ritchie and
Anne Hislop, 2 Tricia Reynolds
and Richard Von Slicher, 3 John
Packer and Nancy McLure.

N/S - 1 Bob Francombe and
George Graham, 2 Jim Muir
and Alison Mullock, 3,          
Lorraine Morton and Elspeth
Clarke.

School’s
out
Pupils at Langholm Academy
were sent home on Wednesday
after cold weather caused a
breakdown in the school’s
heating system.
Temperatures in the area have
plummeted in the last week,
getting as low as -9.2C in 
Eskdalemuir.

NEWS
IN BRIEF Hockey heroes hurl a hug

Hospital kids thrilled with generous Christmas gesture

By Mairi Telford Jammeh

The Langholm Initiative is
planning to fell a large conifer
plantation in the Lower Tarras
valley.
The decision has been taken

after a drone survey showed
that damage from Storm Arwen
was more extensive than 
previously thought. 
In partnership with the 

Woodland Trust, the Tarras 
Valley Nature Reserve staff sur-
veyed the area and discovered
that more than a quarter of the
38-hectare plantation is wind-
blown and damaged, and will
now need to be felled to prevent
further damage. 
The felling license for the

plantation will be submitted to
Scottish Forestry in the spring
with an outline proposal for a
full native woodland replanting
scheme. 
Once the license is in place

and a suitable felling time

agreed, the site will be cleared.
It is anticipated that this is likely
to be in September 2023 to
avoid the bird breeding season
in the spring.
Estate manager Jenny Barlow

said: “The felling of this site
offers really exciting opportu-
nities for restoring important
native woodland habitat for
wildlife, improved access and
woodland enterprises once the

non-native conifer forests are
cleared. 
“We’re looking forward to

speaking to people in the New
Year as the plans develop.” 
The site – currently being

called the “Tarras Strip” – is
across the river from the houses
at Glen Tarras and the team will
carry out consultation with
neighbours and the wider com-
munity early next year.

GENEROUS: Members of the Solway Sharks hockey team with some of the Christmas toys

Red alert as firefighters
threaten strike action
Firefighters are the next 
public service workers prepar-
ing for potential strike action
in our region.
A second ballot of Scottish

Fire and Rescue staff began
last week and will run until
January 23 – with action sched-
uled to take place in early 
February.
Andrew Kenna, a local senior

officer from the Dumfries and
Galloway fire service, said:
“The spending review 
announced in May indicated
that we will be allocated a flash
cash funding allocation for the
next four years.
“Once the impact of inflation

is included, this would represent
a reduction in real terms.
“Whilst we are currently 

unable to put an exact figure
on the savings required, our
modelling indicates that this
may be in the order of between
£29m and £43m by the end of
the four-year period.
“Next year, our modelling in-

dicates we would have to save
between £12m and £18m if we
received a flat cash settlement.”
Around 500 firefighters

protested at Holyrood in 
October, with crowds demand-
ing that the Scottish Government
do not cut their budget which
they claimed would “eviscerate”
the service.
Mr Kenna said: “We recognise

and fully appreciate that any

decision by our staff to take in-
dustrial action is a personal
choice, and we would never
seek to influence the outcome
of any ballot.
“However, as a national emer-

gency service, we have a legal
and moral responsibility to pro-
tect the communities of 
Scotland, and must plan 
accordingly to keep people safe
and protect lives.”

TIMBER: Storm Arwen damage is more extensive than thought

Initiative’s tree felling
plan takes shape

LIDL TREAT: This girl was delighted with her cuddly carrot

VOTE: Dumfries and Galloway firefighters are being balloted
on strike action



with Gilly Fraser

Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

Beavers: to dam
or not to dam
Love them or hate them, there
can be few animals as divisive
as the beaver. 
Fans say they’re great for the

environment, bringing benefits
for humans and other wildlife.
They reduce downstream flooding
by creating channels, dams and
wetland habitats, which help otters
and water voles, as well as many
insects, fish and plants. They also
help to increase water retention. 
On the downside however, they

can cause significant challenges
for farmers and landowners, with
damage ranging from the destruc-
tion of crops to the felling of
trees and the flooding of forestry
plantations. 
The beaver was once common

in Scotland but was hunted to
extinction more than four hundred
years ago. People started talking
seriously about bringing the beaver

back in the mid 1990’s and a
consultation was held in 1998. 
It took another ten years before

a trial reintroduction was finally
allowed to go ahead, the first
such scheme to be held in the
UK. Another decade later legis-
lation was approved making the
beaver a protected species in
Scotland. 
Now a new strategy has been

drawn up which it’s hoped will
allow beavers to co-exist in greater
harmony with communities over
the coming decades. More than
50 groups were involved in de-
vising the strategy, including NFU
Scotland. 
A new Scottish Beaver  Advisory

Group, made up of key organisa-
tions, will work together to help
take the strategy forward, with
its first meeting being arranged
for early in the New Year.

NFU Scotland Martin
Kennedy can look forward to
a hustings-free Christmas as
he won’t be facing any rivals
for re-election to his post at
the union’s AGM in 
February.
Martin has already served for

two years, and if approved by
the Union’s Council, will have
another two-year spell at the
helm. Under the terms of the
constitution he will then have
to stand down.
He says it has been a great 

privilege to serve NFU Scotland
even though it hasn’t been an
easy job. 
“It’s a role I have enjoyed

immensely over the past two
very difficult years where we
have had to deal with a myriad
of challenges from global to
local spectrums,” he said. “I
hope to be re-elected President
by Council in the New Year.
That would be a huge honour
at a time when the changes,
challenges and opportunities
facing Scottish farmers and
crofters have never been so 
immense.
“These will be incredibly busy

and significant times for the
Union as we strive to secure a
sustainable, profitable future
for Scottish agriculture. 

If elected, I will remain fully
committed to driving forward
the work NFU Scotland is doing
on behalf of more than 9000
members across Scotland.”

Teamwork
Mr Kennedy says strong team-

work has always been central
to NFU Scotland’s lobbying 
efforts and the AGM will also
see elections for the two Vice-
Presidents, with one new name
on the ballot papers.  
Dingwall’s Alasdair Macnab

is currently Vice-Chair for the
Highland Region.  He goes up
against Andrew Connon of 
Aberdeenshire and Robin
Traquair of Dalkeith, both of
whom are sitting Vice-
Presidents. 
A series of regional events

will be held in January to give
members a chance to question
each candidate about their plans
for leading the agricultural 
industry and NFU Scotland 
forward. 

No hustings for Martin BH
DOORSTEP
MILK DELIVERIES

• Whole, Semi & Skimmed milk in 1 pint glass bottles
• Whole, Semi & Skimmed milk in 2L Poly Jugs
• Fresh Orange in 1 pint glass bottles
• Banana, Chocolate, Iced Coffee & Strawberry flavoured milk 
in 550ml glass bottles

• Apple, Orange & Cranberry in 1 Litre Cartons
• Single & Double Cream (250ml & 500ml)
• 250g Salted Butter
• Rich and Cream & Low-Fat yoghurts (various flavours)
• Free Range Eggs

Deliveries to:
Chapelknowe, Midtown, Evertown, Canonbie, Rowanburn, Harelaw, 
Kershopfoot, Newcastleton, Claygate & The Holllows - Tuesday & Friday

Langholm - Wednesday & Saturday

Westerkirk & Bentpath - Saturday

Telephone or Message on 07720 958680/013873 81614
Email: bhmilk@outlook.com

Fresh Milk delivered to your doorstep before 7.30am

Environmental groups are calling on the
Scottish Government to act faster to
meet climate change targets. 
It comes following a damning report from

the Climate Change Committee which said
the country’s progress on cutting greenhouse
gas emissions has largely stalled in recent
years. 
The Scottish government set a target to

reach net zero by 2045, five years earlier
than the date set for the UK as a whole.
However it has so far failed to achieve
seven of the eleven legal targets.  
On agriculture and land use, the CCC it

said it was unclear how the emissions
targets could be delivered without new
policies and that restoration rates for peatland
- a key store of carbon - were less than
half the Scottish government's target which
is itself less than half of the CCC's 
climate recommendation.
In a letter to Rural Affairs Secretary Mairi

Gougeon, 28 conservation groups say the
government must take this into account

when formulating its new farm funding
system.
“Farming is Scotland’s third largest source

of greenhouse gas emissions, and emissions
from farming have fallen at a significantly
slower pace than from almost all other
sectors”, the letter says. 
“Farming is also a major cause of the

loss of Scotland’s nature. Farming itself,

and our food security, depend on a stable
climate and thriving nature.
“If Scotland is to meet its climate targets

and reverse the rapid decline of species
and habitats, the Scottish Government must
act faster to develop detailed policy pro-
posals and implement them at pace, using
existing powers and those created by the
forthcoming Agriculture Bill. Nothing less
than meaningful and transformative change
is required.”
The groups, including Scottish Wildlife

Trust, ScotLink, and Stop Climate Chaos
Scotland say the country has a once in a
lifetime opportunity to achieve the goal of
reducing gas emissions and must not waste
it.
“We urge you to ensure that Scotland’s
new farm funding system helps ALL farmers
and crofters to produce food while cutting
climate emissions, protecting and restoring
nature, promoting the highest standards of
animal welfare, and revitalising our rural
areas for everyone to enjoy.” 

Farmers unclear on how
to deliver emissions targets
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RE-ELECTION: Martin Kennedy is unopposed for the NFUS top job

CLIMATE: Rural Affairs Secretary, Mairi Gougeon
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From the pandemic to people
In the first of a two-part special, we look back on the stories that

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH

After two years of
Covid, lockdowns
and cancelled

Christmases, the new year
began with a much-needed
shaft of optimism, as we
reported that the word
“pandemic” was slowly 
being phased out in favour
of the word “epidemic”.
Not much, you might argue

– but for many it was a huge
psychological switch, and
very much in keeping with
the growing mood in the
country that Covid might be
here to stay, but that we
would all have to learn to
live with it.
Katherine Latimer, of 

Latimer’s of Langholm,
summed up the defiance
when she told our reporter:

“We just need to stop the
fear-mongering.”
Elsewhere – and not for

the first time in 2022 – we
reported increasing opposi-
tion to plans to develop a
windfarm in the region. In
this case it was at Faw Side,
but other contentious projects
were in the pipeline.
There were protests, too,

about Langholm’s flood plan,
which some residents accused
of being unaffordable and
undeliverable.
Meanwhile there was 

unsettling news that thou-
sands of geese had been found
dead on the Solway coast,
victims of the avian flu out-
break sweeping the UK. And
again, it would not be the
last we’d hear of it this year.

Dumfries & Gal-
loway council an-
nounced that they

too were against the Faw
Side windfarm, as members
of the Faw Side Community
Group revealed they were
employing the services of
a barrister to lead a legal
charge against the project.
But it was the state of the

roads that was getting 
residents of Eskdale & 
Liddesdale exercised, with
reports of potholes pouring
into our office. And it wasn’t
just readers who were 
affected – staffer Sharon 
Tolson told how she needed
a wheel repaired after driving
into a crater on the outskirts
of Langholm.

She and others were 
annoyed at the lack of response
from the council, who 
incurred further public ire
by announcing a three percent
hike in council tax to cover
a £5 billion budget shortfall. 
But there was some good

news, with the announcement
that, after two years, the
Common Riding had finally
been given the green light
for summer 2022. 
Meanwhile members of the

campaign to create nature
reserve on land at Tarras Valley
were delighted to receive a
£20,000 donation. It took
their fund past the £100,000
mark – but with £2.2 million
needed for the buyout, there
was still a long way to go.

This month marked
the 50th anniversary
of astronaut Neil

Armstrong’s historic visit
to the Muckle Toon. A com-
memorative plaque was 
unveiled at the Buccleuch
Centre, but behind the
scenes more ambitious
plans to celebrate the occa-
sion were being hatched by
the Langholm Alliance.
As war raged in Ukraine, a

group of Langholmites were
drawing up plans of their own
to welcome displaced families
to the town. Residents had
already shown their generosity
by organising donations of
clothing and essentials to be
transported to those in need. 
Elsewhere, 17-year-old

Langholm runner Conan

Harper attracted attention in
the athletics world when he
set the fastest time for 5000m
for his age group. It would
not be the last we would hear
of Conan, as he embarked on
what would be a season to
remember.
And another Scottish sports

star was in the news this
month. Rugby international
Doddie Weir’s brave battle
against Motor Neurone 
Disease had inspired many
people to contribute to his
campaign to raise money for
research into the disease –
including Alan Miller, of
Yarns To Yearn For, who had
been making special Doddie
Bears since 2018 and pre-
sented the man himself with
a bear for auction.

CONTROVERSIAL: The plan showing the flood defence wall heights LONG-SERVICE: Bandmaster Chris Shanks commemmorates David
Calvert’s 70 years playing in Langholm Town Band

CHARITY TARTAN: Alan Miller of Yarns To Yearn For presents 
Doddie Weir with his own Doddie Bear
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power: it’s a year to remember 
made the headlines in Eskdale & Liddesdale throughout 2022

APRIL MAY JUNE

It was turning into quite
a year for people power.
After the row over Faw

Side, the Flood Plan, and
potholed roads, we reported
how residents in Eskdale-
muir had taken up cudgels
against a high-velocity rifle
range which they claimed
was a danger to lives.
Meanwhile local families

lining up to welcome
Ukrainian refugees were up
in arms over the council’s
resettlement programme, with
one describing it as a “fiasco”
– and residents living close
to Langholm Parish Church
were most put out by what
they described as the intrusive
ringing of the bells at all
hours of the day.
At Milntown, home of

Langholm rugby club, there
was another welcome exam-
ple of the world returning to
some sort of post-Covid nor-
mality, when the club played
host in its 150th year to the
return of the Langholm 
Sevens tournament.
Over in Newcastleton, res-

ident Jim Higgins was
amazed and delighted to see
what he thought was a golden
eagle soaring above his
house.
He was proved right, when

hi-tech satellite tagging
proved that these magnificent
birds of prey had indeed 
returned to Liddesdale, most
probably on their way to their
hunting grounds over the
border in Northumberland.

After a hotly contested
ballot, young 
Ruairi Hotson was

elected Langholm’s Cornet
for 2022, pipping his near-
est rival by just 66 votes.
His right- and left-hand
men were to be Henry 
Jeffrey and Iain Little –
and although the event itself
was not scheduled until
July, confirmation of the
Cornet made it all seem
just a little more real.
Down the road in 

Newcastleton, meanwhile,
preparations were being made
to choose the Copshaw Tub
– a decidedly, and self-
consciously less serious affair.
The winner of the public
vote was Robbie Turnbull,
whose dad Shaun was Tub
himself. 

The Tarras Valley Nature
Reserve campaign continued
to grow momentum – 
although not everyone was
in favour of it. Having heard
rumbles of discontent about
the project, we invited 
objectors to have their say,
and were surprised at the
strength of feeling the subject
had stirred. Concerns ranged
from the huge resources 
being directed at the cam-
paign to fears over how the
land would be managed.
It seemed we could all do

with a good laugh – but fans
of Jimmy Cricket were 
disappointed when the comic,
catchphrase “And there’s
more!”, was forced to cancel
his show at the Buccleuch
Centre after less than 30 
people bought tickets.

The Erskine Church
has been swaddled
in scaffolding for

more than 20 years, and
this was the month where
Langholm folk decided
enough was enough.
The clamour for action to

either repair or demolish the
crumbling Victorian building
reached a climax when water
was heard rushing from a
damaged pipe inside – while
people living nearby regularly
reported near-misses from
falling masonry and tiles. 
Fed up with the inactivity,

Denise Irving-Lang, whose
mum lives next door to the
kirk, decided to set up an
online campaign to get some-
thing done. “People in
Langholm aren’t kidding

when they say it’s a disaster
waiting to happen,” Denise
said.
There were tears and laugh-

ter, as friends and family of
tragic Scott Morrison 
gathered to celebrate his short
life with a memorial bowls
tournament, raising thousands
of pounds for Langholm 
ambulance station. A special
day, for a special lad. 
And the E&L was on the

move: to the other side of
the High Street, to be precise.
As part of a major 
restructuring of the paper,
we took up residence in the
Langholm Alliance headquar-
ters. A new home, but still
the local newspaper you can
rely on.

THAT’S NO BUZZARD: A golden eagle was spotted soaring over 
Copshaw last spring by Jim Higgins

PROUD: Langholm’s new Cornet, Ruairi Hotson with his family on
Election Night in May 2022 ROTTEN: Langholm’s Erskine Church is crumbling inside and out
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IIAANN IIMMRRIIEE
aanndd FFAAMMIILLYY

of Harelaw, Canonbie

Would like to wish their

many friends, neighbou
rs

and relatives 

A Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year

SSHHEEEENNAA && AARRTTHHUURR 
EELLLLIIOOTT

Academy Place, Langholm

Wishing a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New year 

to all our family, friends 
and neighbours

JJOOYYCCEE && JJIIMM
JJAACCKKSSOONN

Charles Street, Langholm

Wishing a 
Merry Christmas

and a Happy New year to 
all our family, friends and

neighbours xxx

PPEEAARRLL MMIITTCCHHEELLLLWishes friends, neighboursand family a wonderfulChristmas and a Happyand Healthy 2023

DDAAVVIIDD AANNDDEERRSSOONN
Braehead, Langholm

Would like to wish all family
and friends the very best 

for Christmas and the 
coming year

SSHHEEIILLAA && HHAARRRRYY
CCLLEELLLLAANNDD

Dalkeith

Would like to wish all family
and friends the very best 

for Christmas and the 
coming year

CCHHAATT
CCRRAAWWFFOORRDD
Academy Place, Langholm

Wishing a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year
to all my family, friends

and neighbours xxx

IIAANN HHOOTTSSOONN
Holmwood Drive, Langholm

Would like to wish 

all family, friends 

and  neighbour
s

a Merry Christmas and

a Happy, Healthy New Year

DDOOUUGGIIEE LLIITTTTLLEE
Elizabeth Street, Langholm

Wishing
a Merry Christmas and

a Happy New Year
to all my family, friends 

and  neighbours xxx  

RRHHOODDAA LLIITTTTLLEE
of Westfield Care Home

Would like to wish 
her family and friends 

a Merry Christmas
and a Happy and Healthy

New Year

JJEESSSSIIEE && LLAARRRRYY
MMAARRTTIINN
Inveresk, Langholm

wish family and friends
a Merry Christmas

and a
Happy New Year

IIAANN RROOEEBBUUCCKK
Braehead, Langholm

Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year

to all who
know me

DERRICK
HOGG

Academy Place
Langholm

Would like to wish

all friends and 

family the very best

for Christmas and

the coming year

SSTTUUAARRTT
SSMMIITTHH

Galaside
Langholm

Would like to wish
all friends and
family the very

best for Christmas
and the coming

year

MMAAUURREEEENN

HHAARRKKNNEESSSS
Water’s Edge

Langholm

Would like to wish

all friends and

family the very

best for Christmas

and the coming
year

DAVID
BEATTIE
Caroline Street

Langholm

Wishes friends 

and neighbours a

Merry Christmas
and a 

Happy New Year

MMAARRGGAARREETT && ZZAANNDDEERRTTUURRNNBBUULLLLEskdale Place, LangholmWish family, friends and  neighboursa Merry Christmas anda Happy, Healthy New Year

KKAATTHHLLEEEENN

&& AARRTTHHUURR
TTOOLLSSOONN

Canonbie

Would like to wish

all friends and

family the very

best for C
hristmas

and the coming

year

KKAATTHHLLEEEENN 
WWAARRWWIICCKK

Galaside, Langholm

Wishes family, friends 
and  neighbours

a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year

CCAARROOLLIINNEE MMUURRRRAAYY
Greenbank, Langholm

Wishing a
Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year

to all my family, friends
and neighbours xxx

Christmas Greetings

SSTTEEVVEENN &&
CCHHRRIISSTTIINNEE BBEELLLL

would like to wish all
family, friends 
and customers

a Merry Christmas and
a Hapy New Year

EELLSSIIEE && PPAATT
KKEEEENNEEYY

Albert Place, Langholm

Would like to wish 
all family and friends
A Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year

ANNE 
NORDON
Holmwood Drive

Langholm
Wishing family,

friends and 
neighbours a

Merry Christmas
and a

Happy New Year

JJAANNEETT NNIIXXOONN
Lydiafield Care Home, Annan

Would like to wish her 
family and friends
A Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year

HHEELLEENN FFIISSHHEERR
Rosevale Street, Langholm

Merry Christmas and all the best
for 2023 to all my family, friends
& neighbours and I would like to 

thank everyone for all the 
messages, cards & gifts during
my continued stay in hospital  xx
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JJOOHHNN HHOOGGGG
Holmwood Drive, Langholm

Wishing a 
Merry Christmas

and a Happy New year to 
all family, friends and

neighbours xxx

GGRRAANNTT && LLEESSLLEEYY
MMUURRRRAAYY

Elizabeth Street, Langholm

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
and our best wishes to all

for a Happy 2023 xxx

DDOORREEEENN
NNIICCOOLL
Greenbank
Langholm

Christmas blessings
to all friends and

neighbours. 
Good health and 

happiness for the
New Year

MARIONCharlotte StreetLangholm

Sending my bestwishes to friendsand neighbours fora Happy Christmasand a Healthy New Year

SSPPOORRTTYY && SSHHIIRRLLEEYY
Rosevale Street, Langholm

Wishing a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year

to all friends 
and neighbours

BERTA
BELL

Academy Place
Langholm

Would like to wish
all family, friends
and neighbours a
Merry Christmas

and a 
Happy New Year

BBIILLLLYY
LLAAIIDDLLAAWW

Thomas Telford Road
Langholm

Would like to wish
all family, friends
and neighbours

the very best for
Christmas and the

coming year

JJIIMMMMYY WWIILLSSOONN
Lyndean, Lockerbie

Would like to wish all family
and friends a 

Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year

The Annual Children's party
at the Social club was 
attended by 48 children of
all ages, from one month up
to 9-years-old.
An afternoon of games was

followed by a visit from Santa,
who was greeted by all the
children singing Jingle Bells. 
We are grateful as always to

our many volunteers who gave
up their Sunday afternoon to

come and help. We would also
like to thank all the individuals
and businesses in the town
who donated to our raffle and
tombola, and of course a thank
you to all the parents and
grandparents who support and
attend our parties.

Thank you to everyone as
always for your continued 

support and Merry Christmas_____________________

Santa at the
Social Club

DAVE, ANNE
& NEIL

CAMPBELL
Henry Street

Langholm

Wishing Merry
Christmas and a

Happy New Year to
all friends and

neighbours

Keith Armstrong with daughter Ivy

Kiri Louise Pawle with son Struan

Leonie Thomlinson with baby Georgie

Christmas Greetings

KENNY
GORDON
Holmwood Drive

Langholm

Would like to wish

all friends and 

family the very best

for Christmas and

the coming year

WATTIE
RUTHERFORD

Waterbeck
Wishing a

Merry Christmas
and a

Happy New Year 
to all my family,

friends and 
neighbours xxx
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Ewes WI
meeting
President Joan Cubbon 
welcomed members to the 
December meeting of Ewes WI
at the village hall. 
The scent of eucalyptus, pine

and spruce filled the air as
Kathryn Gardiner instructed
members on the making of an
evergreen Christmas table dec-
oration. Kathryn made it look
easy – but the ladies quickly
discovered that secateurs, wire
and greenery do not always co-
operate! 
However, Kathryn was on

hand to suggest, fix and support,
always with a cheery smile and
members were able to take home
a lovely decoration.
Kathryn judged the competi-

tions as follows: Christmas Tree
Decoration - 1st Marjorie
Pringle, 2nd,Anne Wood, 3rd
Lorraine Morton;  Mince Pies
- 1st Maureen Brown, 2nd Grace
Brown.
Everyone enjoyed a festive

supper before discussing busi-
ness matters. The evening con-
cluded with arrangements for
the Burns Supper taking place
after a three-year gap on January
12 at 7.30pm in Langholm 
Rugby Club. 

___________________

Ice danger
warning
Safety chiefs have issued a warn-
ing to children and dog walkers
about the dangers of walking
on iced-over ponds and rivers. 
The advice from Water Safety

Scotland follows the deaths of
three youngsters who died after
plunging into a frozen lake in
Solihull this week. 
Jen Foley from Water Safety

Scotland, said: “We encourage
people to get out and about to
enjoy frosty walks in the crisp
cold air, but ice-related drown-
ings are entirely and easily 
preventable. 
“Frozen water can look tempt-

ing, but there is just no way of
knowing whether it will hold
your weight or how deep the
water is beneath. We are urging
people to keep themselves and
their children off frozen water,
as well as keeping their dogs
on leads. 
As well as frozen-over water,

WSS also want to urge the public
to be aware of icy conditions
which can make surfaces slip-
pery and unstable, meaning the
likelihood of slips, trips and
falls is increased. Take extra
caution when visiting coastlines
and walking near cliff edges as
icy conditions will make surfaces
slippery.
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Xcel-lent Christmas party!

RED CARPET: Cara McCaig, Jessica Cuthbert and Matilda Lamb 
arrive in style

NEWS
IN BRIEF

Almost 60 youngsters enjoyed
a brilliant Youth Club 
Christmas VIP night last week.
This was a joint event staged

by Langholm and Canonbie
youth clubs, and provided the
perfect end to a highly successful
year for the Xcel Project in
which they have moved into
new premises in the town.
The venue was the Buccleuch

Centre, and those attending were
able to tuck into a fantastic two-
course meal courtesy of 
Castleview Catering.
Xcel organiser Duncan Elliott

said: “There are so many 
people to thank for making such
a brilliant event possible – start-
ing with the Buccleuch Centre
and Castleview Catering.
“Thanks also to Gary and

Ryan at the Co-op for their help
with the selection boxes, and a
massive thank you to Katherine
Latimer for coming along and
taking so many stunning 
photos!” 
Duncan added: “Finally, a

huge thank you to our wonderful
staff, trustees and volunteers!
We couldn't do any of this with-
out you!
“We hope the young people

had a great night and we are
looking forward to doing more
of these types of event in the
future!”

GIRLS JUST WANNA HAVE FUN: All smiles for the Xcel Project Christmas Party

NAUGHTY?: Joshua Graham’s face says it all! TOP TEAM: The gang that made it all happen

BOYS NIGHT OUT: Liam McMillan, Aaron Jardine, Jack Hall and Connor McNeil get in the Christmas party vibe



District Nurse Mary
Johnstone received
a special thank you

last week.
For she was awarded a

Chairman’s Medal from the
Macmillan Cancer Relief
Fund in appreciation of her
work for the Appeal.
The medal was presented

by regional organiser, Mr
John Middlemass, at a spe-
cial evening at the home of
local Committee Chairman
Miss Alice Mann in 
Canonbie.
Mr Middlemass explained

that the medals were not
handed out lightly.
“I put forward 35 recom-

mendations from my area
last year, but only 13 were
accepted by our Board,” he
explained.
He said Mrs Johnstone had

been a loyal supporter of
the committee over the years
and had also been involved

with many patients in her
capacity as a District Nurse,
working in close harmony
with Macmillan nurses.
“I am sure that this may

well have been a telling fac-
tor in the recommendation
being accepted,” he said.
He congratulated Mrs

Johnstone on her award and
thanked her for all her ster-
ling work, not only with the
committee, but with the
many cancer patients and
their families who she had
supported in their time of
need.
He also took the opportu-

nity of once again congrat-
ulating the whole committee
on attaining its 25th anniver-
sary this year.
“I congratulate you all on

your continuing efforts and
excellent results on behalf
of Macmillan Cancer Relief
and can assure you that they
are very much appreciated,” 
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C&D Auction Marts Limited had for-
ward 8,823 sheep comprising of
6,244 prime lambs and 2,579 cast
ewes & rams at their weekly sale at
Longtown on Thursday 8th 
December 2022.
Another pleasing entry of cattle were

forward, although less quality on offer
and a large majority being hill bred Gal-
loway and Blue Grey cows. The sale
topped at £1,647 for a Charolais from JT
Fleming & Son, Falnash, Hawick with
British Blue cows to £1,132 and £1,031
from GW Dinnin, Nether Albie, Water-
beck. Hereford cows topped at £972
from J Johnstone, North Howes, Annan. 
Top price per kilo of 152p for Herefords

from North Howes, who also sold Belted
Galloways at 151p. British Blues to 149p
from Nether Albie with Charolais at 142p
from Falnash. Blue Grey and Luing cows
sold to 140p from J Higgs Farms, Arkle-
ton, Langholm. 
Plenty numbers can be handled with

ease here at Longtown with buyers keen
for numbers – take advantage of the
capped commission and payment on the
day. Entries to Sam Hogg 07584 207323. 
A much larger show of 6,244 prime

lambs were forward and included in
today’s sale was the annual Christmas
Prize Show & Sale of prime lambs
which was kindly sponsored by Murray
Farmcare with the judging duties in the

capable hand of Stephen Wilson of
Corby Hill Butchers, Carlisle whom gave
every pen his due care and attention.
After much deliberation Stephen
awarded his championship to M/s
Cavers, Sorbie for their outstanding pen
of pure bred Beltex lambs which later
went on to realise the top price of the
day at £200/500ppk selling to local reg-
ular supporters West Scottish Lamb.
The reserve championship was
awarded to the first prize pen of Texel
lambs consigned by M/s Ward, Whiton-
estone Hill which went onto realise £160
selling the judge, Messrs S Wilson,
Corby Hill. The Directors, Auctioneers
and all the staff at Longtown auction
thank vendors and purchasers alike for
their continued support throughout the
year. Your custom is much appreciated. 
Out with the show lambs, there was a

very mixed show of lambs forward, cus-
tomers are urged to sell their
leaner/store lambs in the store market
here on a Tuesday to realise their true
potential. Well finished lambs proved
very good to sell and are required on a
weekly basis. Please do not hesitate to
contact our auctioneers for any further
assistance in marketing your stock. 
Achieving an overall average 238.9p
(SQQ 238.2p)
Top price per kilo of 500p for the Cham-
pion Beltex lambs from TN Cavers &

Co., Sorbie, Langholm, which also
achieved the top price per head at £200.
PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER KILO)
Beltex 500p Sorbie, 327p Killocraw,
326p Sorbie, 324p Gillesbie, 316p
Whitstonehill, 312p Upper Tinwald &
High Stenries, 310p Gallowberry. 
Texel 314p Killocraw, 278p Lingey
Field, 277p Myrelandhorn, 271p
Breckon Hill, 271p, 270p Allanshaws.  
Suffolk 260p Whitstonehill, 259p Kiln-
ford Croft & Torrax, 250p Gartvaigh,
247p Brae Edge.  
Lleyn 250p The Height, 243p Noss,
240p The Height.  
Cheviot Mule 244p Thornship, 239p
Easterfrew, 238p, 237p, 236p Thorn-
ship, 236p Balliemore.   
Charollais 244p, 243p, 240p Stewart-
field, 238p Falla, 237p Archerbeck.  
Cheviot 243p Sorbie, 242p, 241p East-
erfrew, 241p Kilchiaran & Skelfhill, 240p
Glendearg, Daill & Balminnoch. 
North Country Cheviot 241p Allan-
shaws, 237p, 236p Roughet Hill, 235p
Old Hall & Allanshaws.  
Mule 240p Hadden Farm Cottage,
238p High Hall, 236p Archerbeck, 235p
Dalbhraddan & Todsykehead, 234p
High Parkfoot & Chapel.  
Blackface 240p Chirdon & Kilchiaran,
237p Uigle, 236p Sonoma & Wanwood
Hill, 232p Sorbie.  
Dutch Spotted 236p, 231p Sandybank.  

Half-bred 235p Kilnford Croft, 233p
High Moat.  
Herdwick 229p, 224p Longrow, 220p
Balminnoch.  
PRINCIPAL PRICE (PER HEAD)
Beltex £200 Sorbie, £160, £155 Whit-
stonehill, £155 Crosshow, £154 Whit-
stonehill, £153 High Stenries, £150
Upper Tinwald. 
Texel £153 Kilnford Croft, £152, £148
Glencraigs, £147 Kilnford Croft, £145
Crosshow, £144 Spittal Riding Hill,
£140 Falla. 
Zwartble £140 Challoch Mun. 
Cheviot Mule £137 Thornship.  
Suffolk £135 Whitstonehill & Kilnford
Croft, £133 Achamore, £132 Nether
Stenries, £130 Gartvaigh & Cowburnrigg. 
North Country Cheviot £135, £126 
Allanshaws.  
Half-bred £133 High Moat. 
Lleyn £133 The Height. 
Dutch Spotted £132, £130 Sandybank. 
Bluefaced Leicester £130 Western-
hopeburn. 
Charollais £130 Thackwood.
Mule £123.50 Nunscleugh, £119 High
Parkfoot, £118.50 Pitland Hills, £118
Roughet Hill, £115 Nunscleugh.  
A smaller show of 2,579 cast ewes
and rams forward, heavy ewes and
best Texel ewes proved good to sell
with an abundance of customers
keen for supply. 

Texel ewes topped at £285 from
Messrs Peterkin, Barnyards, Beauly.
Suffolk ewes topped at an eye water-

ing £202 for a super pen of pure bred
ewes from Millriggs 
Mule ewes topped at £123 from Falla,

with a lot of heavy mules realising £100-
£110 
Cheviots sold to £100 consigned by J

Brown & Sons, Crakeplace Hall, Ullock.  
Rams again sold to recent high rates

topping at £212 for Texels from CD
Scott, Falla, Jedburgh. 

As ewe numbers look set to tighten
quantities of ewes are actively sought
after for the coming weeks sales. Please
do not hesitate to contact our auction-
eers, who will be pleased to take your
calls for all further enquiries or entries.
John Walton 07880 527 066 
Nick Woodmass 07854 200 489 
Sam Hogg 07584 207 323
Norman Douglas 07786 366 833 
HEAVY EWES
Texel £285 Barnyards, £252 Bas-
codyke Foot, £245 Falla & Beckfoot,
£240, £238 Bascodyke Foot, £238
Barnyards, £230 Eastside.  
Suffolk £202, £175 Millriggs, £146 Beck-
foot, £140 Guardsmill. 
Bluefaced Leicester £162 Laverockbank. 
Charollais £158, £144 Beckfoot. 
Beltex £140, £138, £135 Pasturewood. 
North Country Cheviot £130 Damside,

£124 Tain Olrig, £122 Damside. 
Cheviot Mule £130, £128 Langton
Lees, £130 Beckfoot. 
Mule £123 Falla, £117 Guardsmill, £114
Westerseat, £108 Millriggs, £107 West
Newlands, £105 Shield Farm.   
LIGHT EWES
Cheviot £100 Crakeplace Hall, £98
Glendinning, £97 Crakeplace Hall, £96,
£95 Daill, £94 Oswie. 
Romney £98 Corsewall Castle.  
Goat £92 Balure.
Blackface £90 Hill Brae, £84 Craig-
head, £80 Oswie. 
Swaledale £64 Round Meadows. 
RAMS
Texel £212 Falla, £202 Guardsmill,
£188 Beckfoot, £178 Leithenhall.  
North Country Cheviot £150 Pilmuir. 
Suffolk £188 Falla, £180 Boreland. 
Beltex £148 Kilnford Croft. 
Cheviot £130 Bank Top, £125 Upper
Hindhope. 
Averages:
Lambs
Light to                   300.0p (202.4p)
Standard to             326.0p (232.3p)
Medium to              500.0p (242.6p)
Heavy to                 312.0p (242.0p)
Overweight to          296.0p (236.9p) 
Ewes
Light to                 £100.00 (£56.29) 
Heavy to             £285.00 (£107.80)
Rams to               £212.00 (£115.51)

C & D Marts (Longtown) Primestock Report
Thursday 8th December 2022

Mary is thanked
for her sterling work

With something like 12 days to go before
Christmas, trade in our local shops has
been more brisk, and as far as children’s

toys are concerned, supplies appear to be large and
varied. Although the gift problem may not be quite
so difficult to solve as it was during the war years,
rationing and coupons still prevent that happy-go-
lucky spending indulged in when we lived in a
world of plenty – which may be a good thing for
some of us. And the additional points now required
for some essential foods will no doubt have its
effect on the festive fare in many homes.

An Old Friend

The familiar figure of Santa, with his beaming
smile and general air of friendliness has again
made a welcome appearance in our newspapers

and shop windows, although in many of the illus-
trations he appears minus the familiar sack of good
things which he was wont to carry in the pre-
austerity days. This, however, doesn’t seem to have
detracted in the least from his popularity with the
young folk. As far as we are able to learn, Santa is
as much the mysterious provider of wonderful things
today as he was ten, twenty or fifty years ago, and
as such his advent is eagerly anticipated. We older
folk may look on with a smile
at this eager anticipation of
our children as Christmas
draws near, but it might be
true to say that what the
country most needs today is
a sort of post-war Santa to
whom we could confidently
look to provide those price-
less gifts of peace and pros-
perity which are so desper-
ately needed at the moment.
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50 75 1947Academy activities

Langholm Academy continues to show an
admirable spirit of care and concern for
other people less fortunate than themselves.

In last week’s issue the head girl thanked parents
and pupils for the large response to the appeal for
warm clothing for refugee Ugandan Asians and
Mr Young for transporting parcels to the WVS
Centre in Dumfries.
There was an even larger response than this and

through the kindness of Mr Stevenson (Dyehouse)
a second load of clothes was transported to 
dinburgh for distribution by the Church of Scot-
land.
Two interesting ceremonies took place – one at

the school and the second at the Thomas Hope
Hospital – in connection with the School’s Sponsored
Balloon Race.
Mr G Wotherspoon, Scottish organiser for the

National Schools “Help the Aged” Fund was pre-
sented with a cheque for £142, being half the total
raised. The cheque was presented by Miss Wilma
Currie who had the biggest sponsorship. The rector,
Mr Blamire, was accompanied on the platform by
the School Committee – Miss Steel, Messrs Whit-
taker and Glover – and he spoke of the colourful
ceremony in June when the balloons were 
released.
The Youth Organiser Mr Wotherspoon congratu-

lated the Academy on its splendid record over the
last few years in giving help to old and young who
were less fortunate than themselves. In the Border
Schools effort to help aged people, Langholm’s
total was far greater than that of any other school
on either side of the Border and the £142 share
was worth, with grants, about £3500 in providing
accommodation.
It was fitting that the prize for the sender of the

longest travelled balloon should go to a Langholm
pupil, James Dickson, whose balloon came down
at Livarot in France. 

Mary Johnstone, centre, with John Middlemass
and Matron Mann

1972 Seasonable Fare



Coping with extreme
weather – and staying
warm without spending a
fortune on heating or 
redesigning our homes – is
something we will have to
get used to.  
But there are some fairly

simple measures we can take
at very little cost that could
make a big difference. It’s
about preserving and con-
serving the heat that we have
available, that we normally
take for granted, and often
let dissipate without 
thinking.
Here are a few things you

can do right now, today, that
will make a real difference
to your comfort and your
well being.
Your home is the place to

start a heat conservation rou-
tine.  Avoid letting your house
cool down completely.  Try
and ensure any heat circulates
within the space, close cur-
tains at dusk.  
Leave oven door open after

you have cooked your meal.
Put a kettle on your wood-
stove to preheat water for
hot drinks or washing up
and make sure all draughts
are excluded.  
In the morning wipe away

any condensation, let some
fresh air in, and hang washing
outside.  To keep warm dur-
ing the day move about to
increase circulation, do some
physical jobs – this will also
help your mood.
Wearing layers of clothing

are most effective in con-
trolling your core tempera-
ture, with thermals as the
base wear. The middle layer
insulates and retains body
heat. protecting you from
cooling down, while the final
layer will keep out rain and
wind. 
Extremities like hands and

feet will cool down first, so
try wearing two pairs of
gloves and socks.  In very
cold situations sleeping with

layers can also be helpful.
A soft hat can prevent the
major area of heat loss from
your scalp, even in bed!
Fleece and flannelette sheets,

duvet with woollen or fleece
over blanket are warmer than
cotton.  A hot water bottle is
an economical way to stay
warm but don’t use in com-
bination with electric 

blanket.
Finally – food. Eating some-

thing will increase body tem-
perature, bananas, coffee,
carbs, spicy and root vegeta-
bles, even drinking cold water
will help.  Alcohol lowers
the body temperature.
Young children and frail

immobile people are most
vulnerable, so stay warm…
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NEIGH LAD!: Stan Wilson of Langholm captured this wonderful look on the horse’s face. Oh, nice sunset too!
Camera: Sony AX

The E&L Gallery

Common sense ways of keeping warm
Want to beat the winter chill? DIANA DE GRUYTHER has some advice



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie
DG14 0UY

t. 013873 71773
m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS

CUMBRIA METALS
FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED
Wire ● Tin

Machinery ● Lorries
Cars ● Vans

and all other scrap metal
Big or small

we remove it all
Registered Dealer

Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
47A High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH
013873 80012  alan@eladvertiser.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES
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PUBLIC NOTICES

LANGHOLM 
TOWN HALL 

(inside)
WEDNESDAYS 10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS 9am - 2pm
Access through rear door

ROYAL BANK MOBILE VAN
Day Centre car park

Thursdays
11:45am - 12:25pm

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows

BLINDS

POP-UP SHOP

LANGHOLM POP-UP SHOP
December 2022

■ Fri 16th  December (74 High Street)
Ellie’s Bookshop Around the Corner
■ Sat 17th  December (74 High Street)
David McVittie
■ Mon 19th - Sat 24th December (74 High St)
Yarns To Yearn For
To book a space: Call Sharon Irving on 07862 367209

or email: sharon@ashleybank.co.uk

E&L SUBSCRIPTIONS

Advertise in the E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised how little it costs!

An advert this size, 5cm x 2 columns,
will only cost £15 + VAT each for 12 inserts.

This can include your logo or other graphic and
can be designed in-house.

Contact 013873 80012 for details.
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Online subscriptions to the

are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk
A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read

anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT!  

PUBLIC NOTICES
www.dumgal.gov.uk

PLANNING
The applications, associated plans and documents can be viewed on-line 
by following the ePlanning link on the Council’s website at www.dumgal.
gov.uk/planning.  Written comments may be made to Head of Economy 
and Development by email to Planning@dumgal.gov.uk or via the 
Council’s website, as noted above, by 29/12/2022 (Type A) or 05/01/2023 
(Type B).
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2013, Reg 20(1) (A) 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 
1997 (B)
Ref No/Type Address/Proposal
22/2192/LBC (B) Riverside Bistro, Canonbie - External alterations 
including installation of 1 rooflight window on South elevation and internal 
alterations including formation of door opening to bring about Change of use 
of Bistro/Restaurant to form flatted dwelling
22/2287/FUL (A) Riverside Bistro, Canonbie - Change of use of 
restaurant to form flatted dwelling and alterations including  
installation of rooflight window

Great idea for a Christmas gift
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No time for Xmas greetin’
Legion must use festive break to recover from season’s traumas

HEADS YOU WIN: But too often this season Langholm Legion have been on the wrong end of a hiding.The next few weeks of the season will be crucial

A foal born and bred in 
Newcastleton is getting her
showing career off to an 
excellent start. 
At just seven months old, Welsh

Section A Liddesdale Sunlight
took part in her first ever show
and really shone for the judges. 
The filly took second place in

a strong Mountain and Moorland
Small Breed foal class in the
Northern Counties Pony 
Association (NCPA) winter show
at the Newton Rigg Equestrian

Centre near Penrith.
Owners Adele and Brian Wood

say they were delighted with
her debut performance.  
“She behaved so well and took

everything in her stride,” Adele
said. “And her placing was just
icing on the cake.”
Liddesdale Sunlight, who is

known as Pebbles to her friends,
was bred by renowned 
Newcastleton breeder Faith
Blackie at her Liddesdale Welsh
Stud.  

Young Sunlight
breaks through

SHINING:Liddesdale Sunlight making her debut performance, handled by
owner Brian Wood

There have been times this
season when long-suffering
Legion fans must have wished
they could wake to discover
it was all a bad dream.
That every game could be like

that day in early September
when, after a catastrophic pre-
season, Jock Thompson’s men
showed their true colours in a
thumping 3-0 win over Tweedale
Rovers, and the Scholars ground
was bathed in optimism that a
corner had been turned.
But no: pretty much since the

first ball was kicked, this has
been a season to forget for 
Legion. And it’s only halfway
done.
To be fair, the fates have had

rare sport at Legion’s expense.
The squad has been devastated
by injuries and suspensions, and
at times they have done well to
get 11 players on the pitch let
alone compete against often
ruthless opposition. 
Then there was the bizarre 

incident in which one of their
players was not only sent off
but arrested after allegedly head-
butting an opponent – although
to their credit, the response of
Legion’s management was 
superb. 
And it’s not all doom and

gloom. The goalscoring form
of poacher extraordinaire Brian
Mattinson has been prolific,
while teenager Cole Hamilton
has shown every inch of why
he was selected for the Scotland
Academy. He alone is reason
for hope in the future.
There are also players like

Craig Cuthbert, Legion through
and through, whose commitment
to the club saw him achieve
the extraordinary milestone of

250 games last month. 
There is also the fighting spirit,

shown just recently in a stirring
five-all draw against the odds
at Hawick.
But the results this season

don’t lie. Too often, Legion
have been found wanting at the
back and it’s going to take a
Herculean effort in the games
that remain to avoid the drop. 
For many at the club, the mid-

season break could not have
come soon enough. Then again,
it’s a chance to reflect and 
regroup and hopefully come
back renewed – and we all like
to believe that Christmas mira-
cles come true. 

PLAYERS PLAYER: Craig Cuthbert has remained a loyal servant

TALK-IN: Legion have much to discuss during the winter break

PROMISING: Despite defensive frailties, Legion have looked good going forward
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Sports News
Thursday December 15, 2022

Sponsored by KELSO RACES

Rugby Review
Sometimes the stars align

and whatever you touch turns
to gold.

That’s been the story of the
season so far for Langholm
RFC, who head for their well-
deserved Christmas break at
the top of the league, promotion
all but assured, and an unbeaten
record that has their opponents
quaking in their Adidas
Flankers.

Last weekend’s 45-0 drubbing
of Dunbar was a case in point:
five unanswered tries and a now

customary bonus point lifted
them fully 14 points clear of
the pack. The only surprise was
that it wasn’t more – the usually
deadly boot of fly-half and skip-
per Nathan Smith for once mis-
fired off the kicking tee.

Smith has been an inspiration
this season, and there was an
early indication of just how 
important he would be to the
Milntown men in their very
first game of the season, away
to Livingston back in September. 

In a nailbiter at Almond Park,
Smith’s 21 points – including a
try and a prodigious penalty

from the halfway line – secured
victory by a single point.

Had the result gone the other
way, it could have proved a
hugely damaging psychological
blow to a side who – let us not
forget – missed out on promo-
tion by a single point on the
last day of last season.

Without tempting fate, such
heartbreak seems unlikely this
term. Smith might be the ful-
crum, but Langholm are far
from a one-man team. The pow-
erful pack has contributed
mightily in both the tight and
the loose, while the backs have

shown pace and invention going
forward.

Together they certainly have
what it takes to secure that elu-
sive promotion with just four
games remaining in the league
calendar in the New Year.

East League 1 will be a dif-
ferent proposition, however, and
behind the scenes thoughts are
no doubt turning to those areas
which will need strengthening
in the coming months.

The hard yards are yet to
come, but for now Langholm
can be proud of what they have
achieved so far.

E&L
SPORT

CELEBRATION: Langholm deserve to raise a glass or two after their unbeaten start to the season

Published by Muckle Toon Media Limited - SCO51449, at their offices, 47A High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH. Telephone 013873 80012      Price £1.00

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
TUESDAY 29th decemBER
sunday 15th january

01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Karate
Congratulations to James Kay a member of Langholm
Karate club who has been selected to represent
WTKO Scotland at the WUKF world 
championships.
The championships will be held in Dundee Scotland

13-16th July 2023.

TOGETHERNESS: The Langholm squad has played as a unit this season, and confidence has grown with every league win

Scottish date for James

INSPIRATION: Nathan Smith’s boot has guided Langholm to victory

Likely promotion just the
start for Milntown men
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