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Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

Church Notices

More details have been 
finalised for the visit of Neil
Armstrong’s family to
Langholm next month.
Ten members of the astro-

naut’s family will be making
the trip from the USA to  
celebrate the 50th anniversary
of his visit to the Muckle
Toon, where he 
became the first Freeman of
Langholm.
Organised by the Langholm 

Alliance, the event also 

coincides with the 400th 
anniversary of the town 
becoming a burgh.
Festivities begin at 2pm 

on September 11 at Gilnockie
Tower, with a Border Reiver 
re-enactment by the 
Teviotdale Steel Bonnets 
followed by an evening of
speeches and traditional 
Scottish entertainment from
7.30pm to 11pm at the 
Eskdale Hotel. 
Tickets for the Tower event

are £5 and either
£25 per ticket or
£150 per table for
the evening at the 
Eskdale – 
although tickets
are limited.
On September

12 a plaque will
be unveiled at
Langholm Town
Hall, followed by a special
event at the parish church,
where Neil 

Armstrong was
awarded his 
Freeman status in
1972.
On that day, the

scroll that awarded
Neil his freedom
was presented in
a wooden model
of Gilnockie Tow-
er, home of his

distant relative Johnnie Arm-
strong.
Organiser Michelle Nichol

of the Langholm Alliance
said: “It promises to be a
fantastic couple of days and
we're delighted that Neil’s
family have agreed to come
all this way to help us  cele-
brate his historic visit.”
For more details about the

event contact
a d m i n @ l a n g h o l m -
alliance.co.uk or call 013873
83838

Armstrong clan visit nears touchdown

Thanks for the memories, folks
Well, that was quite something, wasn’t it?

Three years in the waiting, the 2022 Common Riding exceeded everyone’s wildest
expectations, with thousands of people packing the streets of Langholm to experience
the pageantry and passion of this truly unique event.

In this special edition of the E&L we bring you eight pages of fantastic 
photographs which capture a flavour of the day. Many were supplied by readers,
and we would like to extend a heartfelt thanks to each and every one of you for your
generosity – and expertise with a camera!

There’s only 12 months till the next one. We can’t wait!

54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

Family___________
Announcements

MP Mundell visits
‘last bank in town’
Local MP David Mundell met
with the team at Lockerbie’s
Cumberland Building Society
branch this week as they pre-
pared to take on the mantle as
the last ‘bank’ branch in town.
The three-day-a-week High Street

office offers a full range of banking
services over the counter and are
aiming to make it as easy as pos-
sible for new customers to switch
to them.
Mr Mundell, who represents

Dumfriesshire, Clydesdale and
Tweeddale, attended the meeting
as the Lockerbie branch staff at
the near-by Bank of Scotland pre-
pare to close the doors for the
final time on August 8.
He said: “I’m grateful to the

Cumberland for their commitment
to keep an office in Lockerbie as
long as it remains viable to do so
and believe that it provides a con-
venient alternative option for local
people who prefer face-to-face
banking.
“Although a building society,

the Cumberland offers the full
range of services, including digital
banking, that would be available
at branches of large national and
international banks. They currently
see a good future for their Lockerbie
branch although that, of course,
depends on customer support.”
Mr Mundell also pointed out

that certain other banking facilities
remain available at Post Office
branches.

VISIT: MP Mundell was in Lockerbie

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale and

Canonbie Churches
welcome you to
Sunday worship

10am Liddesdale and
11:30 Canonbie.
Rev Morag Crossan
on 07861736071 or
email mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church Services
Sunday 7th August

Langholm 10am

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Tel: 013873 73755.

Charity no. SCO11946

Contact us at the E&L:  Office 013873 80012
Editor Nick Brownlee,    Features Editor Gilly Fraser   

All correspondence to: newsdesk@eladvertiser.co.uk

share the news of any..........
• engagements
• marriages
• anniversaries
• births
• thank yous
• congratulations

Contact us on 013873 80012
sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

Semi-Jubilee Cornet
Simon Wood

Would like to congratulate
CORNET RUAIRI HOTSON

on the way he executed 
his duties over the
Common Riding

Congratualtions

OUR NEXT EDITION will be on THURSDAY, 25th August
There will be no E&L Advertiser published on 11th or 18th August because ......WE’RE ALL GOING ON A SUMMER HOLIDAY!......

Many thanks to all our readers, advertisers, contributors and volunteers for your continued support



By Penny Johnstone

The impact of the Lionesses
historic win against 
Germany in Euro 2022 on
Sunday is being felt in 
Eskdale, inspiring the next
generation of girl players.
The England women’s team

beat Germany 2-1 in extra
time at Wembley on Sunday
night.
“Whether you were behind

England or not, it is a huge
boost for the girls’ game,”
said Active Schools and
Community Sport Officer,
Calum Graham.
“Just like the Olympics in

2012, they will have inspired
a generation – the whole
tournament has been amazing
– I’m sure we’ll get some
more girls signing up.” 
Calum set up girls’ football

in Langholm as an after-
school club at the end of last
year. Players include Martha
Brown, 13, who said: “It was
an amazing match and I 
wanted England to win for
sure – they had so much 
determination.” 
Martha’s mum Zoe – who

remembers being told in the
1990s that as a girl she 
couldn’t play football – said:
“It has blossomed into some-

thing magnificent. Calum has
taken the girls under his wing,
guiding them and getting
their kit sorted.
“It’s genuinely really 

exciting and I’m hoping to
get involved in the progres-
sion of the group to become
the Langholm Girls Football
Club.”
Many in the girls’ group

are looking forward to a spe-
cial trip to Tynecastle in 
October when Hearts host
Glasgow Rangers. They’ll
be playing a 12-minute game
in front of a full capacity
crowd after a coaching ses-
sion and creating a guard of
honour for the players.
Hearts fans Lauren and Isla

Davidson, who are both 10,
are looking forward to the
visit. Isla plays in defence
and sister Lauren, who likes
midfield, wants to be a pro-
fessional footballer:
“I’m going to be feeling

nervous,” says Lauren and
sister Isla said she’ll be feel-
ing proud. 
“What Calum is doing is

great for girls’ football,”
added their mum Iona. “If it
wasn’t for him, this wouldn’t
be happening.”
Meanwhile, Calum hopes

the game will receive another

boost in February 2023 when
Scotland attempt to qualify
for the Women’s World Cup.
And the Langholm coach
also has longer term plans:
“Who knows?” he said.
“Maybe we can become
Langholm Women & Girls’
Football Club in three years’
time.”
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We’re all football crazy now!
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JOY: England’s Euro winners
celebrate victory over Germany

NEWS
IN BRIEF

INSPIRED: l-r Aoiffion Brangan, Lauren Davidson, Isla Davidson and Martha Brown

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

That’s nae Common Riding!

According to its masthead, 
it’s “Scotland’s National 
Newspaper”.
But it seems that when it comes

to covering events less than 80
miles down the road, journalists
at The Scotsman prefer to Google
it – with all the risks that entails.
Last Saturday’s edition of the

paper included a glowing feature
about Langholm Common Riding,
complete with photographs from
previous events.
But in the accompanying 

description, readers were told that
the Common Riding is: “…an
equestrian tradition where men
and women ride out of the town
and along its traditional borders
to commemorate practices of the
13th to 15th centuries when there
were frequent raids on the 
Anglo-Scottish border area on
both sides of the border.”
Readers in Morningside may

not have noticed, but one eagle-
eyed reader in Langholm imme-

diately spotted that it was com-
pletely wrong. 
And Mairi Telford Jammeh was

also sufficiently on the ball to 
realise the description had been
taken directly from an ill-informed
Wikipedia entry.
“It’s lovely when the national

newspapers report on Langholm
Common Riding, but disappoint-
ing that the facts are wrong,”
Mairi said.  
“One part of the Wikipedia 

article says that ride-outs are
‘often ridden in costume’. 
“What a load of baloney! No

mention of common lands was
made in the Scotsman article
whatsoever. 
“It makes one wonder how

many other facts are wrong in
what used to be an esteemed
national newspaper!”

find your TOUR...
with a BIKE

www.bikeseven.co.uk

Unit 2 Sandilands, Longtown
CA6 5LY  t. 01228 792497

1/2 Market Street, Carlisle
CA3 8QJ  t. 01228 739926

ROMANTIC BUT WRONG: How journalists in Edinburgh imagine the Borders Common Ridings

Here are some of the exiles
and visitors spotted over
the Common Riding:

David Purgavie, Toronto,
Canada;
Michael and Fiona 
Blanchard, New Zealand
Susan Blanchard and Matt,
Staffordshire;
Aaron Auchterlonie and
Katie from London and
Lockerbie;
Michelle and Steve Airey
from Sedbergh;
The Borthwick family from
various places: 
Elliot and Rayelle; Niall,
Jayne, Liam and Emily;
Anne Anderson with 
daughter Ellie and her 
husband Johnny 
Atkinson; Charlie and 
fiancé Sonia;
The Little family from
Telford: Gordon and 
Angela with Ben and Jenny,
Andrew and Jess with
Ruby, Grace, Jo and Les;
James, Janene, Hollie and
Charlie Scott from
Dumfries;
Liana, Jason and Josh
Telfer-Burrows from 
Bristol;
Walter Hawthorn with
brother Kenny and 
sister-in-law Lillian.

Weel kent
faces

England’s Euro women an inspiration for Langholm girls

Newspaper red-faced over Wiki-inspired blooper

advertise in the 
E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised 
how little it costs!

EE&&LL
JJOOBBSS
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Buccleuch returns 
back in the black
Buccleuch has posted a healthy
return to underlying profit in
a “difficult” pandemic year.
But the property investment
and land management group
is warning that challenging
conditions are likely to persist
within its business.
Accounts for parent company
MDS Estates reveal an under-
lying operating profit of just
over £4.47 million for the 
financial year to the end of 
October 2021 which compares
with a loss of more than £6.8m
the year before. 
Group turnover jumped to a
little over £93m from about
£48.7m previously.
Benny Higgins, executive
chairman of Buccleuch, said:
“Despite the distinct challenges
brought by the global pandemic
over the last couple of years,
Buccleuch is faring well, with
the annual accounts reporting
an underlying operating profit
of £4m. 
“This is a marked improve-
ment on the previous year and

one Buccleuch’s strategy aims
to replicate over the coming
years.
“Each of Buccleuch’s diverse

enterprises performed well in
often difficult and testing cir-
cumstances.”
Buccleuch’s profit after tax
was £37m in the year to last
October - compared with
£64.77m in the prior 12 months.
The accounts also showed a
rise in the company’s net asset
value to £304m from £268m a
year earlier.
The former Tesco Bank boss
said the business now faced 
uncertain economic outlook due
primarily to “extraordinary” 
national and international cir-
cumstances, which may well
continue for some time.
“We will tread cautiously as
we navigate the global effects
of inflation and interest rate
rises, conscious that these will
have an impact on our col-
leagues, customers and com-
munities,” he said. 
“We are able to do so from a

position of financial strength
and this will help inform our
choices.
“Our commercial property 

enterprise significantly con-
tributed to the overall profit this
year, with the team being well
positioned to monitor and react
to emerging market trends. 
“Our agriculture and forestry
enterprises saw the benefit of
higher-than-anticipated livestock
and timber markets.”
However, the former banker
said the storms at the end of
2021 into the new year were
likely to impact on the financial
performance of Buccleuch’s
forestry enterprise within the
financial year ending October
31.
Higgins - who succeeded the

Duke of Buccleuch as chair in
2019 - added that Buccleuch’s
investment in holiday accom-
modation on the Queensberry
and Borders Estates benefited
from the increase in ‘stayca-
tions’. 
He also said Buccleuch was
continuing its commitment to
communities and the environ-
ment through a variety of ini-
tiatives, from large scale projects
such as peatland restoration,
woodland planting and renew-
able energy, to smaller contri-
butions such as species protec-
tion and local biodiversity 
projects.

Staycations boost Estate’s profits after difficult pandemic

Let’s hear it
for the Band
Langholm Town Band

would like to thank all the
businesses who very kindly
donated prizes to our raffle
and to all our supporters for
coming along to our Sale of
Work which was a huge
success.  
We would also like to thank
everyone who has made
donations towards the band
over the Common Riding
week. We are very grateful for
this welcome boost to our
funds. 

Another thanks to the
members of the Castle Craigs
for the collection which was
taken on the Castle Craigs
night.  
Finally, may we congratulate
Cornet Ruari Hotson on a ‘job
well done’ on Friday. It was an
honour and pleasure to lead
you through the streets of
Langholm.

Christine Calvert
Secretary, 

Langholm Town Band
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Member of Parliament for  
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for Dumfriesshire constituency 

Letters to the Editor

STAYCATIONS: Much of the turnaround in profits comes from their holiday let business. Inset: Benny Higgins

Boiling
Borders
Charterhall in the Borders
has been confirmed as regis-
tering Scotland's record tem-
perature during the recent
heatwave
The Met Office confirmed
the top temperature was 34.8C,
surpassing the previous record
of 32.9C recorded in Greycrook
in the Borders on August 9,
2003.
A provisional high of 35.1C
at Floors Castle on July 19
could not be verified because
the site was not compliant with
Met Office observing standards.
The UK high of 40.3C at
Coningsby in Lincolnshire has
now been verified.
Scotland’s other highest tem-
peratures this summer were
recorded in Dumfries and 
Galloway at Eskdalemuir
(32.3C) and at Threave (31.2C)
with Edinburgh and Aberdeen-
shire passing the 30C mark.
Unofficial weather stations
were picking up temperatures
of 35-36C by mid-afternoon
on July 19 before the 19-year
record was beaten by 1.9C.
Prof Stephen Belcher, chief
of science and technology at
the Met Office said exceeding
40C was "virtually impossible"
in an undisrupted climate but
due to climate change "driven
by greenhouse gasses" such 
extreme temperatures had be-
come a reality.
He also predicted that "we
could see temperatures like this
every three years" if there con-
tinued to be high emissions.

NEWS
IN BRIEF

Have your say on the 
issues affecting 

our area. 

You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale

Advertiser, 
47A High Street,

Langholm DG13 0JH or
email your comments to

newsdesk@eladvertiser.co.uk

In the interests of space,
the editor reserves the
right to shorten letters

where necessary
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Creation Mill delight at
major funding boost Don’t miss

the Show!
Anyone wishing to enter any
of the classes at this year’s
Holm Show needs to get a
move on – the closing date
for entries is Saturday
(August 6).

Due to an oversight on the
industrial secretary’s part
(that would be Gilly Fraser.
Ed.) no entry fee was 
included in the industrial
section classes. It should
have read 50p for all adult
entries and free for children. 

There’s a wide variety of
classes to suit all sorts of
hobbies, skills and interests,
from vegetables to making
animals from vegetables and
from blueberry muffins to
Aran-knit jumpers.

The show makes a very
welcome return on Saturday
August 27 following its
Covid-enforced absence.  -
Schedules can be downloaded
from holmshow.com.`

Textile team plan to gear up for more community workshops
The Langholm-based Creation Mill
is gearing up for a host of new textiles
events after securing funding from
several bodies across the UK.

The community interest company
aims to boost the town’s historic textile
industry by inspiring the next generation
to get involved and learn new skills. 

Their educational and recreational
workshops have been running since
early this year, but a recent influx of
funding will allow them to greatly 
increase their scope.

With help from The National Lottery,
Creation Mill will be able to offer fully
and part funded workshops on a variety
of skill areas. Adult textiles and craft
events are in high demand in the area,
so thanks to this funding 
Creation Mill will be introducing a
timetable of new workshops from
September.

Alpha Solway are funding the con-
tinuation of the In Stitches group and
other workshops aimed at the over 60s. 

Creation Mill director Emma Duncan
said: “These groups are incredibly 

important in providing social environ-
ments for the older people of Langholm,
as well as encouraging the exchange
of knowledge within the community. 

“We are are delighted to have received
so much support for these crucial 

projects and can’t wait to put on a cal-
endar of exciting and engaging events
for the community.”

Creation Mill have also announced
that the Holywood Trust are supporting
the development of a textile training

course which will give young people
the opportunity to learn about the huge
range of occupations which the textiles
industry has to offer. They will addi-
tionally be backing future workshops
aimed at young people aged 16-25.

NEWS
IN BRIEF

It’s 60 years since Bill Harkness was Langholm’s Cornet – and last week
his family came together to unveil a seat in his memory.
The seat, placed at Collins’ Turn, was commissioned through the family by

Langholm Walks Group, who had actually planned to replace the existing seat
there as it was in a poor condition.
Along with others throughout Langholm, the seat was supported by the

Langholm Charitable Trusts and Niall and Elspeth Weatherstone and of course
the family of Ex Cornet Bill Harkness.
Three generations of the Harkness family were in attendance, including with

Alexa, her daughter Lindsey and granddaughter Anne Kennedy. Also present
were Annie’s partner Darren, Lindsey’s husband Bryan, and friends Helen and
Margaret Coughtrie.

BILL BARBOUR 
34 HIGH STREET , LANGHOLM , DG13 OJH  

013873 80474                      
barbour.bill@btinternet.com 

                

WelWWeWell WellWell doneWell dWell doWell donWell done CorCCoCornet HotsCornCorneCornetCornet Cornet HCornet HoCornet HotCornet HotsoCornet HotsonCornet Hotson 
for affoforfor for a grefor a for a gfor a grfor a great for a greafor a greatfor a great Cofor a great Cfor a great Common Rifor a great Comfor a great Commfor a great Commofor a great Commonfor a great Common for a great Common Rfor a great Common Ridifor a great Common Ridfor a great Common Riding for a great Common Ridinfor a great Common Ridingfor a great Common Riding  

 

 

 

WE SELL A WIDE RANGE  
OF ELECTRICAL 
APPLIANCES & 

GIFTWARE 
FREE DELIVERY & INSTALLATION 

WITHIN A 20 MILE RADIUS 
 

Former Cornet remembered

Three generations of the Harkness family and friends recently ‘opened’ the seat at Collins’ Turn
Inset: Bill Harkness was Langholm Cornet 60 years ago
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CREATIVITY: Creation Mill aims to boost the town’s historic textile industry with an increased number of workshops
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Farming on the Border
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School-leavers who are cur-
rently considering their clear-
ing options are invited to an
Open Day at the Barony 
Campus of Scotland’s Rural
College (SRUC) on 
Wednesday August 10. 
Barony offers a wide range

of courses in agriculture, forestry
management, animal care,
wildlife conservation and rural
business management. There’s
also a live-stream admissions
Q&A the previous day when
students can find out more about
the application process. 
To say the Barony has had an

interesting past would be selling
it short. Before it became an
educational establishment in
1953, it had been a stately home,
a home for the elderly, a wartime
training camp and a prisoner-
of-war camp. 
In 1949 the Education 

Department of the then 
Dumfries County Council
bought the 300-acre estate and
turned it into the Barony Farm
School, catering for boys aged

between 14 and 15 who had an
interest in working the land. 
In 1972 it became the Barony

Agricultural College and the
next twenty years were to bring
substantial improvements and
extensions to the campus and
the courses it could offer. Then
in 2006 a Dairy Technology
Centre was opened complete
with a state-of-the-art robotic
milking system.
In 2012 it merged with the

Scottish Agricultural College,
Elmwood College and Oatridge
College to become the SRUC.
But just four years later it
seemed to be under threat when
there were proposals to close
the site and relocate courses
and students to the Crichton
campus in Dumfries. 
Happily the Barony survived

and continues to draw in students
from all over the country.

Students invited
to the Barony

Event is small but
perfectly formed
It may be small – but the show
known to all its fans simply
as The Benty has been much
loved ever since it was first
held in the gardens at Burnfoot
House in Westerkirk in 1861,
courtesy of the house owner
Captain Malcolm. 
This year it makes a very 

welcome post-Covid return and
it’s celebrating that fact in style
by making all entries free. 
The Benty classes include 

flowers and vegetables and it
also features a fell race, hound
trails and of course, a popular
beer tent. 
Former Chairman Wull Little

who has been involved in the
running of the show for more
years than he cares to count,
says the sheep classes are gen-
erally the most popular, though
numbers have dipped in recent
years.
“Sheep are the biggest part of

the show, and we have south
country Cheviots and Blackfaces.
The numbers have fallen a bit

over the years because more
and more farms are being planted
for trees,” Wull says.

Titivated
Unlike other shows where

sheep are shampooed and
trimmed and generally titivated
before they go into the ring,
sheep in the Benty classes are
shown in their natural state.

“Our sheep classes are 
untouched in any way. They’re
not dressed and that is quite 
unusual. The rule was first
brought in when our sheep 
classes started back in 1956 but
that was before my time so I
don’t know whyy they decided
to do it that way.”
The Benty is well-known for

being a friendly and welcoming

show, but Wull says the weather
can be erratic.
“We’ve had some really wet

days. I remember one when I
was still Chairman when the
Vice-Chairman and I went to
the show dressed in our kilts
and wellies. It’s definitely wise
to be prepared.”

Dave’s ram beats the best 

Hebridean shearling tup 
Skipwith Zeth really went up
against the big boys of the breed
when he made his showing 
debut at the Border Union
Show. 
In the capable hands of his

owner, Newcastleton-based
farmer Dave Braithwaite, the
young ram was in competition
with 125 pedigree sheep, 
including the Great Yorkshire
Show Breed Champion and the
Royal Highland Show 
Champion male for this year. 
And he beat them all to take

the Breed Championship.
Judge Darren Cassie was 

clearly impressed with the high
calibre of the entries. 
“The Hebrideans at this year`s

Border Union were outstanding
with a great many top quality
sheep,” he said. “A real pleasure
for me to judge.
“The Skipwith shearling ram

came out on top as my selection

for Breed Champion because
not only is he a fine specimen
with excellent all round qualities
and a perfect mouth, but he also
wanted to show himself and
completely commanded the ring.
A most worthy winner.”
The Border Union Show plays

host to the national Hebridean
Sheep Society annual show 
every third year, and Dave is
no stranger to success there. 
“The current perpetual trophy,

which is a silver rose bowl was
first awarded in 1993 and I was
first to win it,” he says. “I also
won it in 1994 then the Society
decided to ensure that single
flock dominance of the trophy
should be avoided by asking
the winner to judge the following
year. I last won the trophy in
2011 which was also held at
the Border Union, obviously a
fertile ground for the Skipwith
flock.”
Dave also bred Zeth’s dam

Skipwith Rosemary who has
produced winners at the Great
Yorkshire Show and at Peebles.
Her sire was the 2012 Hebridean
Sheep Society National Breed

Champion.

CHAMPION HEBRIDEAN:
Dave Braithwaite with Zeth, left,
Judge Darren Cassie and Larry

Farmers in Scotland are 
being urged to make their
views known in the debate on
land reform currently being
staged by the Scottish 
Government. 
A consultation is underway

which includes proposals related
to land ownership, strengthening
land rights and responsibilities
and compulsory land manage-
ment plans for large-scale
landowners. 
The consultation draws to a

close in September but before
that NFU Scotland is staging a
webinar on August 11 to give
its members a chance to find
out more about the proposals. It
will be hosted by by Head of
Policy Gemma Cooper and 
Technical Chair Alasdair 
Macnab. The union is also plan-
ning regional meetings. 
Mr Macnab said, “Scottish

Government is committed to an
ongoing program of land reform
in Scotland. This covers anything
to do with ownership, manage-
ment, and use of land in 
Scotland, so these proposals will

affect all farmers and crofters.
“Scottish Government is

consulting on the scale of land 
ownership, compulsory land
management plans for some
landowners, conditions on sale
of land and linking public sub-
sidy and information to account-
ability for landowners.
Màiri McAllan MSP, the 

Minister for Environment and
Land Reform says the Scottish 
Government is determined to
strengthen the role of 
communities via land reform.
“Land is a vital resource that

underpins the wealth and the
well-being of our nation as a
whole. Private ownership of land
– particularly at scale – has in
the past conferred significant
prestige, associated with for 
example hereditary titles, status
and ability to influence policy
and law. This consultation there-
fore takes forward the legislative
proposals from the Land 
Commission to address the 
impact of scale and concentration
of land ownership.”

Farmers’ views sought
in land reform debate

FABRIC OF THE COUNTRYSIDE: Benty Show trophy winners pre-pandemic

Much-loved Benty Show is back after Covid disruption

Shearling tup judged Breed Champion 
on Border Show debut

Farming with Gilly Fraser



A survey on the condition of
local roads and footpaths,
and the service provided by
Dumfries and Galloway
Council, has just been made
available.
Members of the public are

invited to have their say on
the condition of roads and 
repairs service.
The survey, which is carried

out by APSE (Association for
Public Service Excellence),

asks residents to rate the roads
and transport service on 
everything from the condition
of roads and street lighting to
gritting and snow clearing of
roads and footpaths.

Investment
In March, the council stated

that a three-year £2.4m invest-
ment was made to address the
backlog of pothole and drainage
defects across Dumfries and 

Galloway. An additional
£960,000 was to be ploughed in
this financial year.
A council spokesman said: “All

defects reported by the public
are inspected and an appropriate
repair will be considered.
“The council prepares an 

annual programme of resur-
facing sites to the value of
circa £7.4m which is to deal
with the most significant loca-
tions with substantial defects.”
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Bird of an
unusual
feather

Copshaw’s reputation for 
being welcoming to visitors
has apparently spread even
to avian tourists, with a mem-
ber of the Egret family making
a rare venture over the border
for a stopover in the village.
Onlookers were delighted to

spot the distinctive white bird
on the banks of the River Liddel
in the village, including Copshaw
Clatter editor Steve Juliff who
managed to capture these photos. 
Egrets used to stick mainly to

Mediterranean haunts but in 
recent years have ventured over
to the south coast of England
and into Wales. 
Experts believe that’s due to

climate change bringing warmer
temperatures to the UK. How-
ever the bird has rarely come
as far north as Scotland, and

doesn’t usually venture inland
so its appearance in 
Newcastleton was a real surprise. 
There was a definite difference

of opinion as to its identity. The
visitor doesn’t appear to have
the dark beak which is one of
the main distinguishing features
of the Little Egret, but some
felt the bird wasn’t as big as a
Great White Egret. 
Whatever its specific title, the

bird clearly likes its new holiday
home, even though for now at
least it’s flying solo with no
sign of any companions. 
The area has long been a

favourite with Heron, which are
part of the same family as the
longlegged wading egrets, so
maybe they’ve been sending
news to their faraway relatives.
By round robin perhaps?
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HOPSRIG WIND FARM LIMITED
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
THE ELECTRICITY WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND) 

REGULATIONS 2017
Notice is hereby given that Hopsrig Wind Farm Limited (company registration number SC501771), with
its Registered Office at Muirhall Farm, Auchengray, Carnwarth, South Lanark, Scotland, ML11 8LL has
applied to the Scottish Ministers for consent under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989  to construct and
operate Hopsrig Wind Farm within the Planning Authority area of Dumfries & Galloway Council, 
located west of the B709, approximately 7.5km northwest of Langholm (Central Grid Reference E328347
N588531). At the time of that application the installed capacity of the proposed generating station would
be over 50MW comprising of 13 turbines with a maximum ground to blade tip height of 200 metres. An
EIA Report has been produced to accompany the application for consent.

Hopsrig Wind Farm Limited has also applied for a direction under Section 57(2) of the Town and Country
Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 that planning permission for the Development be deemed to be granted.

Hopsrig Wind Farm Limited has now submitted Additional Information to the Scottish Ministers, which
includes updated Noise and Traffic and Transport chapters and associated figures and appendices. 

A copy of this Additional Information and all other application related information is available for public
inspection, free of charge on the application website https://www.muirhallenergy.co.uk/project/hopsrig  or
on the Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit website at www.energyconsents.scot under 
application reference ECU00002160

Copies of the Additional Information may be obtained from Muirhall Energy (telephone: 01501 785 088 /
email: kl@muirhallenergy.co.uk ) at a charge of £50 per hard copy and £15 on DVD/CD/USB.

Any representations to the application may be submitted via the Energy Consents Unit website at
www.energyconsents.scot/Register.aspx;  by email to the Scottish Government, Energy Consents Unit
mailbox at representations@gov.scot; or by post to the Scottish Government, Energy Consents Unit, 4th
Floor, 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, Glasgow, G2 8LU, identifying the proposal and specifying the
grounds for representation. Please note that there may be a delay in the Energy Consents Unit 
receiving representations by post.

Written or emailed representations should be dated, clearly stating the name (in block capitals), full return
email and postal address of those making representations. Only representations sent by email to 
representations@gov.scot will receive acknowledgement.

All representations should be received not later than 12th September 2022 although Scottish Ministers
may consider representations received after this date.

Any subsequent Additional Information which is submitted by or on behalf of Hopsrig Wind Farm Limited
will be subject to further public notice in this manner, and representations to such information will be 
accepted as per this notice.

As a result of a statutory objection from the relevant planning authority, or where Scottish Ministers decide
to exercise their discretion to do so, the Scottish Ministers can also cause a Public Local Inquiry (PLI) to
be held.

Following examination of the environmental information, the Scottish Ministers will determine the 
application for consent in two ways:

• Consent the proposal, with or without conditions attached; or

• Reject the proposal

All previous representations received in relation to application documents submitted regarding
this development remain valid.

General Data Protection Regulations

The Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit processes consent applications and consultation representations
under the Electricity Act 1989. During the process, to support transparency in decision making, the Scottish
Government publishes online at www.energyconsents.scot. A privacy notice is published on the help page at
www.energyconsents.scot. This explains how the Energy Consents Unit processes your personal information.
If you have any concerns about how your personal data is handled, please email Econsents_admin@gov.scot.

SPOTTED: An unusual visitor for Newcastleton
Photos by Steve Juliff

Fill in the pothole survey

FLYING HIGH: the egret explores its brand new territory
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Cricket
clanger
In last week’s edition we 
reported that thieves had made
off with £3,500 from Langholm
Cricket Club.
The club have informed us that
the amount stolen was in fact
£2,000.
We are happy to set the record
straight.

___________________

Telecoms
strike
Members of Dumfries commu-
nication workers CWU went
on strike this week in support
of a higher wages. They were
backed by Dumfries & 
Galloway TUC as they picketed
the former telephone exchange
in Loreburn Street on Monday.

___________________

Painting for
Pleasure
After a break over the school

summer holidays, and a very
successful exhibition in July,
Painting for Pleasure resumes
on August 10 from 1-3pm in
The Studio, Maxwell Place.
It costs £3 per session, and 
includes refreshments. Materials
and tutoring are available if 
required, and all are welcome.

___________________

MSP Harper
slams Truss
South of Scotland Emma Harper
SNP MSP Emma Harper has 
attacked Liz Truss for her comments
about the future of Scotland.
Ms Harper said: “It is utterly

appalling that the likely next
Prime Minister has made crystal
clear that the partnership of equals
Scotland was promised in 2014
was a sham. 
“Stating that she would happily

‘ignore the First Minister of 
Scotland’ lays bare her intention
to ignore the democratically elected
Government of Scotland, and
thereby the people of Scotland.”
Her comments come as the race

to become the next Prime Minister
hots up between Ms Truss and
Rishi Sunak.
“Firing cheap shots to grab

headlines is straight out of the
Trump playbook Westminster has
for the democratic choices people
in Scotland make and the elected
Scottish Government,”

By Penny Johnstone

Objectors to the proposed Faw
Side wind development are
gearing up to present further
evidence in the next stage of
the public inquiry, which will
determine the scheme’s fate.
Faw Side Community Group

(FSCG), Historic Environment
Scotland (HES) and represen-
tatives from Dumfries and 
Galloway council will put their
case to show the negative impact
they believe the 45-turbine
scheme would have on the area’s
cultural heritage and the archae-
ology of the landscape.

Renewables developer 
Community Wind Power says
its plans for Faw Side would
generate enough power annually
for 328,400 homes for 40 years,
providing a significant contri-
bution towards net-zero targets
and resulting in more than
£800m being invested locally.
However one objector, the

council's archaeologist, Andrew
Nicholson, has specific concerns
about "the significant adverse
effects" of the scheme that would
arise on Pikethaw Hill Cairn
and on Ewes Doors Watch Tow-
er, which is of Roman origin
and of national importance.

There are also wider concerns
about the methodology used by
the applicant in relation to a
number of prehistoric sites in
the Ewes and Esk valleys and
the impact on local tourist 
attractions like Gilnockie Tower,
from where more than 10 of
the towering turbines would be
seen.
FSCG chair Yvonne Jackson

is worried about the visual dis-
tractions of spinning turbine
blades and the noise associated
them: “The dominance of the
proposed industrial scheme
would completely alter our per-
ception of the setting of many

of these monuments - it would
negatively impact on our ability
to understand and appreciate
them,” she said. 
The objectors and representa-

tives from Community Wind
Power will accompany the
DPEA Reporter to the proposed
wind farm site on August 12.
The group will also visit and
listen to the homeowners who
would be most impacted by the
scheme and tour of popular
viewpoints like Whita Hill and
Arkleton Hill to gain an under-
standing of how they would be
affected.
QC John Campbell represent-

ing FSCG will call Kenneth
Moffatt, of the Borderlands Mu-
seum in Teviothead and local
Langholm historian Billy Young
as witnesses for the objection
case.
Mr Moffatt and his wife Dr

Sara Fairen Jimenez have spent
many years documenting sites
of considerable historical sig-
nificance and Mr Young has 
extensive historical knowledge
the Borders clans during reiving
times.
The proceedings next week

on August 9 and 10 will be
streamed live to the public on
the DPEA website. 

CONCERN: Campaigners say government fuel discount is ‘inadequate’

NATURAL BEAUTY: The historic Ewes Door Pass which would be included in the Faw Side wind development. Picture Ken Moffat

Bitter Faw Side battle resumes
Latest stage of ongoing wind farm inquiry to be streamed online 

Households need urgent energy support
Scottish energy charities are
calling for support for low 
income families amid fears
many could miss out on the
government's £400 fuel bill
discount.
The money will be paid in six

instalments to every home in
Britain, as part of the Energy
Bill Support Scheme, regardless
of income or size of house.
But how the money is received

will depend on how you pay
your bill.
Campaigners say households

with older pre-payment meters
- often the most vulnerable in
society - will struggle to use
UK government discount 
vouchers.
Frazer Scott from the fuel

poverty group, Energy Action
Scotland, said those on the older
meters faced a far more difficult
process: “They are going to
have to make the most amount
of effort in order to cash these
vouchers, every single month
when they receive them.
"There's a risk that, through

no fault of their own, people
simply don't cash them or receive
them on time, it's a real concern."

All UK households will see a
discount of £66 applied to their
bills in October and November,
and £67 a month from December
to March 2023.

Exposed
Energy Action Scotland have

described the grant as "simply
inadequate", as analysts predict
the average household energy
bill for January alone will be
£500.
Business Secretary Kwasi

Kwarteng said the significant
£400 discount on energy bills
would go some way to help
millions of families over the
colder months.
Meanwhile, Citizens Advice

Scotland warned that the dis-
count system for pre-payment
meters could leave vulnerable
people exposed to scammers:
"We know that some consumers
are quite scared to open letters
or emails from their supplier,
and we are also concerned about
the possibility of scammers try-
ing to take advantage of this by
sending scam texts and emails,"
a spokesperson for the charity
said

Lighting a 
spark

Communities across Scotland
are being invited to share
thoughts and ideas on how local
land is used for food production,
recreation, climate change miti-
gation and nature enhancement
and protection.

Lighting A Spark is a new 
webinar-based initiative aimed
at strengthening engagement and
providing a platform for com-
munities and Regional Land Use
Partnerships (RLUPs) to work
together and meet multiple local
and national objectives.

It will be delivered across the
South of Scotland over the next
six months, and guest speakers
will share their experiences and
ideas of transformational land
use change.  

David Bryan, head of sustain-
able business at the Social En-
terprise Academy said: 

“How Scotland’s rural land is
used is important for all our fu-
tures – for things like net zero,
biodiversity and flood prevention,
as well as jobs in key industries
like food production.”

NEWS
IN BRIEF
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ENTERTAINERS: clockwise: Kayla McVittie, Billy Young, Rebecca Jackson and Iain Bell
Photo by Graham D Cutts Photography

Music, song and ceremony

ON STAGE: The Front Three on the Buccleuch Centre stage awaiting the Investiture of Cornet Ruairi Hotson
Photo by Graham D Cutts Photography

OFFICIAL: Cornet Hotson with Investor Michaela Maxwell
Photo by K. Latimer Photography

FULL SET: l to r chairman Roger Maxwell, Semi-Jubilee Cornet Simon Wood, Right-hand Man Henry Jeffrey, Cornet Ruairi Hotson, Investor Michaela Maxwell, 
Left-Hand Man Iain Little and Jubilee Cornet Scott Morrison after the Investiture last Wednesday.                                                         Photo by K. Latimer Photography

SPECIAL OCCASION: Kevan, Wendy, Ruairi, girfriend Sadie and Ellie
Photo by K. Latimer Photography

PROUD FAMILY: Ruairi with sister Ellie, Mum Wendy, Grandpa Jimmy and Dad Kevan
Photo by K. Latimer Photography
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BIRDS OF A FEATHER: Ex-Cornets Billy Young, Dale Irving and Ronnie Hudson
Photo by Alan Weatherstone

AULD FREENS: Mary Paisley with Jubilee Cornet Scott Morrison
Photo by Alan Weatherstone

The night afore the morn

FLUTE BAN’S FUTURE:The bairns with their triangles play along in the Market Place
Photo by David McVittie

FRONT RA’: Irving Bell, Roddy Innes and Jamie Telford

SMILING: Jacqueline Elliot, Scott McCarthy and Samantha Edwards
Photo by Alan Weatherstone

ROUSING FINALE: Langholm Pipe and Langholm Town Bands play ‘Highland Cathedral’

LISTENING: Connie Gardner and Mum Kathryn

UBIQUITOUS: Spencer Armstrong on the drums

EXCITED: Little Madison Tweddle
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LONG STINT: Iain has been in office for 6 years

LANGHOLM’S PRIDE: Ruairi has excelled as Cornet

Through Veronika’s lens

TRADITION:  Rae Elliot cries the Langholm Fair from the back of Gillian Paterson’s horse

PROUD: Henry as Right-Hand Man

SWAN SONG: Dale Irving leads Left-hand Man Iain Little out of the Market Place 
as his duties in the Front Three come to an end

STEPPING DOWN: Kevan Irving enjoyed his final year as official Crown Bearer

FATHER FIGURE: Kevan Hotson has been at his son’s side
throughout

All photos by Veronika Zolotoverkha from Ukraine

HAPPINESS: Langholm’s Front Three smiled their way through the day



SMART: Langholm’s Front Three, Right-Hand-Man Henry Jeffrey, Cornet Ruairi Hotson and Left-Hand-Man Iain Little
All photos by Alan Weatherstone

PRIDE AND RESPECT: Grandpa Jimmy Hotson waits with anticipation of the day ahead

SPECIAL MEMORIES: Jubilee Cornet Scott Morrison rides alongside Semi-Jubilee Cornet Simon Wood

1312

THE MOMENT: Cornet Hotson receives the Burgh Standard from Roger Maxwell while Simon RIchardson looks after Lizzi

FATHER AND SON: Harris Pool with Dad, Jack

FAMILY: Mary Paisley with son Gary and Grandson Noah in the Heather Besom parade

Langholm: Pride, joy, history, tradition, friendship

SHEER MASS: Jamie Gormley and Ben Thorburn

TRAIL BLAZER: Fire Lady looks interested in the proceedings
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END OF THE DAY: Kevan and the Crown enter the Market Place for the final time.

DESCENT: Making their way to Whita Woll

Another great, Great Day

WYND UP: Ruairi and Iain speed past the Golf Club

All photographs by Graham D Cutts Photography

APPROACH: Cornet Hotson and Keith Reid at Whita Woll

ASCENT: Wendy Hotson. Simon Wood, Scott Morrison, Ellie Hotson and Lloyd Johnstone

DODGY: All the fun of the fair

CONCENTRATION: Roger Maxwell surveys the situation

RAW EMOTION: The whole thing means so much to Iain Little
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THREE GENERATIONS: Dougie Beattie, left, with Simon, Ruairi
and Scott                                 Photo by Graham D Cutts Photography

Langholm: Simply unique

FROM ON HIGH: The Town Band heads down the High Street followed by the horsemen
Photo by Taya Couperthwaite

LEADING MAN: Bruce Park on his debut as official Banna carrier
Photo by Zach Reid

Langholm Pipe Band in the Market Place
Photo by Veronika Zotoverkha

KEV AND THE BANNA MEN: at the Castleholm
Photo by Ken Dinna 

ALLAN WATER: Langholm Town Band at the fit of the Bar Brae
Photo by Alan Weatherstone

THREE STOOGES: Billy Young, Kevan Hotson and Stephen Rae at the Craigs Dinner
Photo by Ken Dinna 
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LISTEN: Chris Tait cries the Playcare Fair held up by Cornet Ruairi

Playcare Common Riding

SIX OF THE BEST: RHM Henry, Cornet Ruairi, LHM Iain 
with RHM Finlay, Cornet Sam and LHM Ollie

DRUMMER BOY: Harris Pool on percussion

HUNNERS: The huge crowd of 300 children, parents, grandparents and guests at the 25th annual Playcare Common Riding
Photos courtesy of Langholm Playcare and Katherine Littlejohn

COMPETITIVE: Both sets of Cornets take part in the Playcare Hound TrailSEMI-JUBILEE: The first Play Care Cornet Dan Johnstone 
celebrates his 25th anniversary

This year marked the 25th
anniversary of Langholm
Playcare Common Riding
– and both organisers and
supporters pulled out all
the stops to celebrate.
Thanks to funding from

the Stevenson, Arthur Bell,
Walter Higgs, Bowman 
Little and Stoneypath Trusts
a new flag was made by
Rose’s Wardrobe and Charles
Erskine made a new sash.
Meanwhile a special 

commemorative coin was
created by Rory Laycock,
with the help of Denis Male,
and new hounds were made
by Pauline Innes and helpers,
with tartan supplied by Yarns
to Yearn For.
And it was an extra-special

occasion for Daniel 
Johnstone, who received his
nibbie as Semi-Jubilee 
Cornet.
The event, which is always

been held on the Wednesday
before the Common Riding,

was first held in 1997, 
mainly to involve the 
children in local community
traditions.
It proved so popular with

both parents and children
that it has continued each
year, with new items added
to the programme to make
the day more like the real
thing, including the hound
trail, water from Whita Well,
Highland dancers, and hand-
ing in the flag.
The cornet is selected by

the staff, from the children
who have regularly attended
Langholm Playcare Ltd. The
cornet then goes on to be
right and left hand man in
subsequent years.
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Spooky book
by Copshaw
family

By Gilly Fraser

Newcastleton artist, nurse and
former Tub Paula Downey
has just added another string
to her extremely talented and
versatile bow. Working as
Paula Rowan, she has
achieved a long-held ambition
by creating the illustrations
for a new children’s book. 
The book is the result of an

amazing transatlantic collabo-
ration between Paula and the
author, her uncle Ian Rowan
who lives in Florida.
Paula says the many miles

between them haven’t hindered
the creative process.
“It’s something I’ve always

wanted to do so when he 
approached me earlier this year
I jumped at the chance.  It’s 
actually been okay despite the
distance between us, although
the sheer logistics of getting
the measurements right for print-
ing could be a bit frustrating.
It’s been a big learning curve
for both of us and a lot of work,

but I’ve really enjoyed it.”
Ian clearly hasn’t forgotten

his Copshaw roots because
when Paula suggested including
a few little reminders of home
in the illustrations, he loved
the idea.
“I remember asking him if

he fancied getting a wee touch
of Scotland into the book, such
as a Nessie in one of the pictures
that had a loch in it, then that
evolved further into including
a few Liddesdale touches such
as Hermitage Castle. He’s a
total Copshawholm lover so he
was very excited about that
idea.”
Anyone who knows Paula will

also be quick to spot that one
illustration has a ghost sliding
down a banister – definitely one
of her trademark moves. 
The book is currently available

on Amazon and it’s hoped that
copies will soon be on sale in
local shops. Are author and artist
planning any more? Let’s just
say Paula is already sharpening
her pencils. 
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SCARY: Hermitage Castle Rowan-style – a scary touch of Liddesdale in a
brand new book. 

LOGANHEAD WF LIMITED
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
THE ELECTRICITY WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND)

REGULATIONS 2017
Notice is hereby given that Loganhead WF Limited (company registration number SC453136), with its
Registered Office at Muirhall Farm, Auchengray, Carnwarth, Lanark, South Lanarkshire, ML11 8LL has
applied to the Scottish Ministers for consent under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989  to construct and
operate Loganhead Wind Farm within the Planning Authority area of Dumfries & Galloway Council,
approximately 4km north-west of Langholm (Central Grid Reference E329776 N586848 ). At the time of
that application the installed capacity of the proposed generating station would be over 50MW comprising
of 9 turbines with a maximum ground to blade tip height of 200 metres. An EIA Report has been produced
to accompany the application for consent.

Loganhead WF Limited has also applied for a direction under Section 57(2) of the Town and Country
Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 that planning permission for the Development be deemed to be granted.

Loganhead WF Limited has now submitted Additional Information to the Scottish Ministers, which 
includes information relating to Noise and Traffic and Transport, in the form of updated chapters and 
associated figures and appendices.

A copy of this Additional Information and all other application related information is available for public
inspection, free of charge on the application website https://www.muirhallenergy.co.uk/project/loganhead
or on the Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit website at www.energyconsents.scot under 
application reference ECU00002161.

Copies of the Additional Information may be obtained from Muirhall Energy (telephone: 01501 785 088 /
email: kl@muirhallenergy.co.uk ) at a charge of £50 per hard copy and £15 on DVD/CD/USB.

Any representations to the application may be submitted via the Energy Consents Unit website at
www.energyconsents.scot/Register.aspx;  by email to the Scottish Government, Energy Consents Unit
mailbox at representations@gov.scot; or by post to the Scottish Government, Energy Consents Unit, 4th
Floor, 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, Glasgow, G2 8LU, identifying the proposal and specifying the
grounds for representation. Please note that there may be a delay in the Energy Consents Unit receiving
representations by post.

Written or emailed representations should be dated, clearly stating the name (in block capitals), full return
email and postal address of those making representations. Only representations sent by email to 
representations@gov.scot will receive acknowledgement.

All representations should be received not later than 12th September 2022 although Scottish Ministers
may consider representations received after this date.

Any subsequent Additional Information which is submitted by or on behalf of Loganhead WF Limited will
be subject to further public notice in this manner, and representations to such information will be accepted
as per this notice.

As a result of a statutory objection from the relevant planning authority, or where Scottish Ministers decide
to exercise their discretion to do so, the Scottish Ministers can also cause a Public Local Inquiry (PLI) to
be held.

Following examination of the environmental information, the Scottish Ministers will determine the 
application for consent in two ways:

• Consent the proposal, with or without conditions attached; or

• Reject the proposal

All previous representations received in relation to application documents submitted regarding
this development remain valid.

General Data Protection Regulations
The Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit processes consent applications and consultation representations
under the Electricity Act 1989. During the process, to support transparency in decision making, the Scottish Government
publishes online at www.energyconsents.scot. A privacy notice is published on the help page at
www.energyconsents.scot. This explains how the Energy Consents Unit processes your personal information.  If you
have any concerns about how your personal data is handled, please email Econsents_admin@gov.scot.

Train passengers in Dumfries
and Galloway faced further
disruption last week due to
strike action.
Members of the Rail, 

Maritime and Transport
Union at Network Rail staged
their latest walk-out, having
already been involved in three
days of strikes in June.
And train travellers will

face more misery this month
unless there is a breakthrough

in the pay and conditions
stand-off.
The RMT is planning more

strike action on August 18
and 20. The dispute also 
involves 13 train operators –
not including ScotRail.
But as Network Rail is 

responsible for train lines
and infrastructure, they were
only able to run a handful of
services – none in our area.
A handful of Avanti West

Coast services stopped at
Lockerbie, with TransPennine
Express not operating any
services that stopped there.
There was also a knock-on

effect to services as the net-
work got up and running
again.
The dispute between the

RMT, train operators and
Network Rail is over pay and
conditions.
RMT general secretary,

Mick Lynch, said: “Network
Rail have not made any 
improvement on their previ-
ous pay offer and the train
companies have not offered
us anything new.
“In fact Network Rail have

upped the ante, threatening
to impose compulsory redun-
dancies and unsafe 50 per
cent cuts to maintenance
work if we did not withdraw
our planned strike action.”

Strike brings more train misery



www.eladvertiser.co.ukEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser18  Thursday August 4, 2022

C&D Auction Marts Limited had
forward 6,046 sheep comprising
of 1,676 prime lambs and 4,370
cast ewes & rams at their weekly
sale at Longtown on Thursday
28th July 2022.
A small offering of cattle were for-
ward to a competitive ringside of
buyer ensuring recent high rates
were easily maintained, with more
numbers required on a weekly
basis as always. The sale topped
at 218p for Beef Shorthorns from
FR Crew, The Gall, Lockerbie with
Angus cows selling to £1,421 from
TN Cavers & Co., Sorbie,
Langholm.

A smaller show of 1,676 prime
lambs were forward sold to the
same ring of purchasers, ensuring
all classes were well bid for. Trade
was better than most centers at the
beginning of the week being better
than expected, albeit a drop of 30p
on the week.  
Top price per kilo of 305p for Bel-
tex lambs from M Lee, Coalfell,
Brampton.  

Top price per head of £158 for ex-
pertly well finished heavy Texel
lambs consigned by M/s T Holmes,
Nutholm, Lockerbie.
Overall average 235.5p (SQQ
234.2p)

PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER KILO)
Beltex 305p, 300p, 265p Coalfell,
261p, 255p Wood Farm, 255p
Arnmannoch.
Texel 278p Burnside, 276p Flex,
267p Baillie, 258p Cubbyhill &
Crowhall.
Suffolk 270p Baillie, 262p, 259p
Todholes, 259p Merkland, 255p
Flex.  
Cheviot Mule 247p Barnglies.
Charollais 241p Parkhill, 240p
Shop Farm.  
Rouge 234p Mosslands.
Dorset 231p Steel Hall.  
Oxford 231p Guards.  
Lleyn 230p South Bowerhouses.
Mule 225p Ettrickshaws, 224p
Peela Hill.  
Dutch Spotted 224p, 221p Briery
Square.

Blue Texel 222p Briery Square.

PRINCIPAL PRICE (PER HEAD)
Texel £158 Nutholm, £155 Smer-
ral, £147 Carran, £144 Smerral,
£142 Cocklet Hill, £140 Low Hall-
burn.  
Suffolk £134 Hullerbank, £129
Wood Farm, £127 Merkland &
Baillie, £125 Flex.
Lleyn £129 South Bowerhouses.
Beltex £125 Wood Farm £117,
£114 Coalfell.
Oxford £121 Guards.
Dorset £112 Steel Hall.
Cheviot Mule £111 Barnglies.  
Charollais £111 Parkhill.
Dutch Spotted £110 Briery
Square.  
Mule £110 Peela Hill.
A much larger entry
of 4,370 cast ewes and
rams, heavy ewes still maintain-
ing recent high rates of return with
countless pens of better bred
Texel ewes breaching £210,
whilst a big increase of leaner
ewes saw them easier on the

week.
Heavy ewes sold to £265 per
head for Texel ewes from East-
side.  
Mule ewes sold to £145 from M &
SJ Bell, Hensol, Kirkcudbright and
form DWA Parrish & Partners,
Hassendeanburn, Hawick.   
Hill ewes topped at
£121 for Cheviots from RW & SD
Flintoff, Sourhope, Yetholm.     
Rams sold to £220 for Suffolks
from AM & L Sutherland, Carran,
Caithness.
Please do not hesitate to contact
our auctioneers, who will be
pleased to take your calls for all
further enquiries or entries.
John Walton 07880 527 066
Nick Woodmass 07854 200 489
Sam Hogg 07584 207 323
Norman Douglas 07786 366
833                

HEAVY EWES
Texel £265 Eastside, £258 Car-
ran, £248 Todholes, £245 Yates-
field & Eastside, £236 Merkland,

£234 Falla.
Beltex £202 Wood Farm, £185
The Wreay.
Suffolk £170 Merkland, £168
Beckfoot & Haven View, £164 Un-
thank & Mossburnford.
Charollais £152 Falla, £143
Beckfoot.
Cheviot Mule £147 Kilnford Croft,
£140 Lees Hall, £136 Greenburn,
£135 Northfield.   
Mule £145 Hensol & Has-
sendeanburn, £142 Greenburn,
£140 Low Hallburn, £138 Falla,
£136 Crowhall.
North Country Cheviot £134
Kirkhill, £128 Aimshaugh, £127
Ridsdale, £125 Beckfoot.
Lleyn £131, £130 South Bower-
houses.  

LIGHT EWES
Hill Cheviot £121, £103
Sourhope, £99 Kirkhill &
Milnholm.
Blackface £118, £114 Rushey-
law, £107 Longyester, £103 Syke-
head, £102 Overburns, £100

Wanwood Hill, Parkhill & Auchen-
longford.  
Easycare £108 Castle Farm,
£106 Harwood on Teviot.  
Swaledale £88 Gapshield & Or-
chard House, £84 Horlsey Hill,
£80 Temple House.

RAMS
Suffolk £220 Carran, £180 High
House, £170 Beckfoot.
Texel £215 Mossburnford, £205
Kinninghall, £200 Middle, £198
Unthank, £195 Carran.  
Beltex £192 Seymour House.
Zwartble £172 Holmlea.    
Averages:
Lambs
Light to           179.0p (179.0p)
Standard to      305.0p (235.5p)
Medium to      276.0p (233.7p)
Heavy to         278.0p (241.3p)
Overweight to 255.0p (236.1p)
Ewes
Light to           £121.00 (£68.02) 
Heavy to         £265.00 (£120.03)
Rams to           £220.00
(£127.01)

C & D Marts (Longtown) Primestock Report
Thursday 28th July 2022

Common Riding
goes worldwide

Some three weeks ago people
crossing the Suspension
Bridge were surprised to see
a number of large tins – 4
gallon size – lying in the mid-
dle of the River Esk, and
much local comment was cre-
ated as to action of those 
responsible for such a sight.
The sequel to the affair was
heard in Langholm Burgh Court
on Wednesday, when William
Hudson, tannery 
worker, Henry Street; and 
Edmund Godzieba a Pole,
labourer, Henry Street, appeared
before Provost Ewart charged
with having on 8th July in 
Elizabeth Street at the part near
the junction with William Street,
while acting in concert, threw
approximately 100 empty 4-
gallon petrol tins into the chan-
nel of the River Esk.
Both accused pleaded guilty.
Hudson explaining that the tins,
which were formerly used for NFS
purposes were stored in a house
which had now been let to his
fellow accused. There was simply
no room to move about in the
house with all these tins lying, and
repeated application had been made
to the Burgh Surveyor to have
them removed, but without result. 
They subsequently just threw
them into the river to get rid of
them. He might inform the Court
that there were still some tins
lying about at the house in 
question.
The Provost said the Court
was not concerned as to how
many of these tins were still

there. The point was that 
approximately a hundred of
them had been thrown into the
river, and the accused ought to
have known that the dumping
of rubbish in the river was a
punishable offence. A fine of
10/- each was imposed.

Chimney fires
Two householders residing
within the burgh were each
charged with having allowed
their chimneys to go on fire,
and fines of 5/- each were im-
posed. During the hearing of
the cases the question of the
change of monetary values was
mentioned, and it was agreed
that the fine to be imposed for
such offences be raised from
2/6, as formerly, to 5/-.
Motoring offences
Three motorists, Harry
Bernard Jones, 114  Currock
Park Avenue, Carlisle; Ronald
Adley Paterson, St Margaret’s,
Eaglesfield; and Josef Madynak,
Polish soldier, were each fined
10/- for failing to observe the
“halt” sign at Langholm Bridge;
and Stanley Briggs, Shap, Cum-
berland, and James Emmerson,
motor driver, Kiln Terrace,
Fourstone, Cumberland, were
each fined 10/- or 10 days for
not keeping a current record in
their vehicle log book. 

Putting Langholm firmly on
the map to promote tourism
has long been one of the aims
of local businesses and tourist
organisations.
Now through the internet – a
network of computers linked
to one another all over the
world – information is available
on a worldwide network.
Ten minutes after the Flute
Band came up the High Street
on the Common Riding morn-
ing their picture was being
flashed all over the world.
Interchanging pictures of
events including the presenta-
tion of The Flag, the heather
besom parade and dancing on
the Castleholm followed in 
sequence and prior to that some
of the Common Riding pre-
liminaries were also given world
coverage.
The man responsible for the
Langholm contribution to the
worldwide web is Iain Logan
for from his Francis Street home
his computer equipment has
the facility to link to other com-
puters elsewhere in the world.
There are 38000 different
news groups to subscribe to or
to gain information from and
Iain has contributed seven pages
on the worldwide web which
in addition to the Common
Riding pages, include a direc-
tory of local facilities and busi-
nesses in the town as well as
railway networks and New York
subway operations.
Already there has been a good
response to the Common Riding

coverage from South Africa,
Australia and New Zealand as
well as from nearer home in
Scotland.
It came as no surprise that
James Ewart Mangles, who
lives in the Glasgow area, 
responded to the Langholm 
internet entries because he is
the grandson of the late
Matthew Ewart who wrote the
words of “A wee bit toon”,
first published in 1905.
Communications have also
been received from a former
Langholm resident Steven
Young (a friend of David Oliver
and Hugh Smith) and who now
lives in Australia. The
Langholm entries were also
welcomed in New Zealand and
brought a speedy response from
Elspeth and Joe Zemla.
Following a communication
from Michael Joseph Simpson
Armstrong in South Africa,
commenting on the Langholm
information, at his request, a
reference to the Armstrong 
Museum has now been added.

Princess Anne will make her
first appearance in show
jumping trials in Scotland
when she takes part in the
horse trials at the County
Fair at Whitehill, Lockerbie,
on Saturday.
It has been confirmed by
Buckingham Palace that the
Princess will be at the Lockerbie
trials with four horses owned
by the Queen. 
One is a 7-year-old gelding
“Columbus” which stands 17
hands high, and the other three
mounts are “Collingwood”, a
6-year-old gelding; “Mantilla”,
a 5-year-old bay mare; and
“Goodwill”, a 7-year-old brown
gelding.
Princess Anne, who won the
European title for a three-day
event at Burleigh last year with
her mount “Doublet”, will stay
in Dumfriesshire from Thursday
to Saturday.
This is the fourth year 
the County Fair and Horse 
Trials have been organised at
Lockerbie, and in addition to
riding there will be hound trails
and sheepdog trials.
Soon after going to press last
week we learned that there will
not be a parade of hounds as
announced in our report.
Murtholm Sheep
Mr Ian Hnderson, Murtholm,
Langholm, made a clean sweep
of the trophy board, with one
exception, in the Cheviot classes
at Dumfries Show on 
Saturday.
The exception was the 

Gimmer class where he only
received a third prize.
In the other classes for Ewe
Lamb, Ewe and Tup Lamb he
took first place as well as 
annexing first and second plac-
ings for Shearling Tup and first
and third placings for Aged
Tup.
His Aged Tup went on to gain
the Championship and his 
Ewe to gain the Reserve 
Championship in the section.

Princess Anne 
at Lockerbie

Dumping rubbish
in the river25 50 751997 1972 1947
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Some local graduates for 2022
“Intelligence plus character — that is the goal of true education.” Martin Luther King

LEWIS BELL of Langholm graduated from University
of Abertay (Dundee) with a Bachelor of Science with
Honours in Sports and Exercise Science (First). 
Congratulations from your immensely proud family.

MIRIAM BIBBY graduated as a PhD from The University
of Glasgow, Dumfries Campus.

OLIVIA COTTRILL of Langholm graduated from the
University of Aberdeen with a degree in Education.

DAN LUUKAS graduated from Newcastle Aviation 
Academy with a BSC (Hons) in Aircraft Maintenance 
Engineering. Congratulations! love Mum, Lindsay and
family.

ABBIE McILWRAITH of Canonbie graduated from 
Edinburgh Napier University with a BN Nursing (Adult).

CATHRYN YOUNG of Langholm graduated from 
Edinburgh Napier University with a degree in Social 
Sciences
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Gallery extra

HARD FOUGHT: The boys 7 and under race is fiercely contested, above - Photo by Melanie Horne Photography

MORE FAMILY: Kevan, Wendy and Cornet Ruairi Hotson with  grandparents Jean and John Hogg, Sadie Cropper and Ellie Hotson



www.dumgal.gov.uk

PLANNING
The applications, associated plans and documents can be viewed on-line 
by following the ePlanning link on the Council’s website at www.dumgal.
gov.uk/planning.  Written comments may be made to Head of Economy 
and Development by email to Planning@dumgal.gov.uk or via the Council’s 
website, as noted above, by 18.08.2022 (Type A) 
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2013, Reg 20(1) (A) 
Ref No/Type Address/Proposal
22/1221/S42 (A) Land Forming Part Of Crossdykes Farm, 
Approximately 11km North-West Of Langholm And Approximately 
13km North-East Of Lockerbie - Erection of 10 wind turbines, 1 
meteorological mast (80m high), control room and sub station building, 
temporary concrete batching plant, formation of 2 borrow pits, 2 temporary 
construction compounds, crane standings, new access onto C80a, access 
tracks and associated works (without compliance with Condition 3 (period of 
consent) and Condition 4 (period of decommissioning) of Planning Permission 
18/1706/FUL to extend the operational period from 25 to 40 years

COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
47A High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH
013873 80012  alan@eladvertiser.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES
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PUBLIC NOTICES

LANGHOLM 
TOWN HALL 

(inside)
WEDNESDAYS 10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS 9am - 2pm
Access through rear door

ROYAL BANK MOBILE VAN
Day Centre car park

Thursdays
11:45am - 12:25pm

MOBILE SERVICES

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows

BLINDS
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• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
Gillian McCartney,Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN
Tel: 013873 81066 | email: gillian@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM

Eskdale Foundation
Available to rent soon

1 Bedroomed Flat at 13 Greenbank, Langholm

Applicants must be aged 60 years and over and have 
close Eskdale connections.

Closing date for applications is  15 August 2022

Apply in writing to
The Eskdale Foundation, c/o Mrs S Tait,

Inglisdean, Langholm DG13 0JZ

LOCAL NOTICEBOARD

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
Owned by the Community :

Published for the Community

WHAT’S  ON  IN  AUGUST
Fri 
5th

Eskdale Wildlife
Watch

Booking essential

10 -12 noon P1-P7
Meet Buccleuch Park

Contact Kirsty McHugh

Tue 
9th Free Tennis Camps Canonbie Tennis Courts

11.30am U10s, 1.30pm 10+

Sat
20th

Canonbie Flower Show Canonbie Village Hall
and Games Field

Canonbie Flower Show
Mixed Doubles 

Tennis Tournament 

Canonbie Tennis Courts
from 10am

call 07572318892 to enter.

Sun
21st

A Concert
for Ukraine

The Buccleuch Centre
7.30pm

Sun
28th

Matinée:
Leonard Brown
and his Band

The Buccleuch Centre
7.30pm

Contact: alan@eladvertiser.co.uk to add your event to the list
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Commonwealth
Games
By Gilly Fraser

Just 100th of a second stood 
between Newcastleton’s Stephen
Clegg and a gold medal in the 
50m S13 Freestyle event at the 
Commonwealth Games in Birmingham. 
The 26-year-old took the silver after

coming in behind winner Nicholas
Turbide of Canada after a hotly con-
tested race. 
In June this year Stephen became a

two-time World Champion when he
took gold in both the S12 100m 
Butterfly and S12 100m Backstroke in
the World Para Swimming 
Championships in Madeira. 
The results were all the more impres-

sive given that he had been suffering

with Covid just a fortnight earlier. 
Stephen is part of UK Sport’s 

National Lottery-funded World Class
Programme, which allows athletes to
train full time, gives them access to the
world’s best coaches and lets them
benefit from pioneering technology,
science, and medical support.
He and his sister Libby and brother

James all have a rare eye condition
which has left them with varying 
degrees of sight, but all three have
taken medals in Paralympics. 
Libby retired from track events after

the Tokyo Olympics in 2020 but
clearly hadn’t lost the competitive
urge as she simply swopped sports. 
At the Commonwealth Games, she

made her debut competitive perfor-
mance in paracycling, achieving
fourth in the Women’s Tandem B
Sprint with pilot Jenny Holi. 

Athletics
Langholm youngsters once again excelled at
track and field at the first full Langholm Common
Riding athletics meet for three years.
In the Junior 90m handicap, Antonia Brockley,

Aoiffion Brangan and Ava Bell won their heats 
From a large field of runners from as far as

Edinburgh, Innerleithen, Jedburgh and from across
the Scottish Borders.
In a highly contested final, all three young runners

ran a fantastic final with Ava Bell taking first place in
a time of 10.25 seconds, Aoiffion second and Antonia
third. 
Lauren Davidson and Mollie Phillips, both 10, and

11-year-old James Wood competed in the 90m,
200m, 800m and 1600m and ensured a great repre-
sentation from Langholm at the Common Riding.  
Meanwhile Matilda Brockley, 14, was also competing

in the high jump. Not content with finishing joint first
in the youth event, she also entered into the senior
event and was the only female athlete in a large field
that included male athletes and men entering on the
day. 
Backed by fantastic support from a large home

crowd, Matilda had an excellent afternoon and
equalled her unofficial personal best, clearing the
bar at 1.55m to take third place. 
The winner was Allan Hamilton from Edinburgh,

who went on to clear 1.90m and equal the Langholm
Common Riding High Jump record.

Copshaw’s Clegg takes
Commonwealth silver

Ava leads the way as Langholm 
athletes excel on Castleholm

TRIO: Aoiffion Brangan (10), Ava Bell (12) & Antonia Brockley (14) NEW HEIGHTS: Matilda Brockley was the only female in the open high jump

FIRST TIME: Aoiffion Brangan wins her first competitive race
Photo by Melanie Horne Photography

FROM COPSHAW TO THE COMMONWEALTHS: Stephen Clegg takes silver in the 50m S13 Freeestyle in Birmingham
Photo courtesy of Scottish Swimming
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Horseracing

Langholm Horse Racing
Association held their last
race meeting of the season
on the Castleholm on 
Saturday.
And the early rain did

not deter people from com-
ing along and enjoying
the second day’s racing
of the Common Riding
weekend, and they were
rewarded with some fan-
tastic sport.
The Gavel, ridden by

Tich Boyd, won the 1.5
mile race on Saturday,
while Dale Irving piloted
Handsome Harry to vic-
tory in the 6 furlongs.
Micmacmaniac and

Paddy Hanlon won the 1
mile 1 furlong, and Hanlon
was in charge once again
as he rode Hard To Get
Him to victory in the 7
furlong race .
On Friday, Ah Hear Lad,

ridden by Kevin Healy,
took the Mercury Stakes,
and Shay Farmer riding
Big Innes won the Eskdale
Plate.
The prolific Paddy 

Hanlon won the last two
races of the day – the
Tradesmen’s Plate and the
Inkeeper’s Plate – on
Pockets Full and Pockets
Empty respectively.
Equine Products donated

£300 of goods to Ah Hear
Lad and Thomas Healy
for accumulating the most
points at the fourth
Langholm meeting this
year, while unsurprisingly
the champion jockey was
Paddy Hanlon, who won
the Neil Henderson 
Trophy.
The best-dressed lady

was Kay Johnston.

RESULTS

Friday
Mercury Stakes (6 Fur-
longs) – 1. Ah Hear Lad
(Kevin Healy); 2. Hidden
Springs (Adam Grant)

Eskdale Plate (7 Furlongs)
– 1. Big Innes (Shay
Farmer); 2. Hard To Get
Him (Paddy Hanlon); 3.
Who Knows (Rhys Elliott);
4. Handsome Harry (Dale
Irving)

Tradesmen’s Plate (1.25
miles) – 1. Pockets Full
(Paddy Hanlon); 2. The
Gavel (Tich Boyd); 3. Shay’s
Girl (Shay Farmer)

Innkeeper’s Plate (1 mile) 
1. Pockets Empty (Paddy
Hanlon); 2. Beautiful Sunday
(Kevin Healy); 3. Royal
Shaheen (Alasdair Clark)

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir Ewes and
Westerkirk Parish churches
Mr Chris Hutchinson
Session clerk: 013873 73755 
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508

Hanlon crowned Champion
Jockey after glorious weekend
Big crowds enjoy two days of top class racing on the Castleholm

Saturday
1.5 miles – 1. The Gavel
(Tich Boyd; 2. Easy Tiger
(Paddy Hanlon); 3. Mans-
field (Shay Farmer)
6 Furlongs – 1. Handsome

Harry (Dale Irving); 2. Ah
Hear Lad (Kevin Healy);
3. Caster (Paddy Hanlon)
1 mile 1 Furlong – 1. 
Micmacmaniac (Paddy 
Hanlon); 2. Northern
Stars (Adam Brown); 

3. Starstruck (Shay
Farmer)
7 Furlongs – 1. Hard To
Get Him (Paddy Hanlon);
2. Beautiful Sunday (Kevin
Healy); 3. Kind of Magic

WINNER: Shay Farmer rides to victory on Big Innes in the Eskdale Plate, above, and then receives his trophy from Homes Under The Hammer star Martin Roberts



Athletics
After the 3-year break 

imposed by Covid, Langholm
Common Riding Athletic
games took place once again
on the cricket field.

Several events in the Borders
circuit had seen much lower
entries during the summer 
especially in the youths and ju-
nior sprints where on many oc-
casions the two categories had
to be amalgamated.

Not so for Langholm. Entries
from many parts of Dumfries
and Galloway boosted the
numbers sufficiently allowing
events to proceed as planned.

The first event of the day is
always the 90m sprint champi-
onship and this year the event
had a new sponsor in 
“Welcome to Langholm”. The
race was won in style by Alan
Hamilton of Edinburgh. 

Langholm runners produced
a good showing in the Junior
sprint final with Ava Bell tak-
ing 1st place and Aoiffion
McVittie-Brangan 2nd.

The fierce competition con-
tinued throughout the after-
noon with the climax being the
“Ashleybank Investments”
90m 1000 Guineas sprint. The
first prize went to Gkontouin
Imante of Shettleston Harriers
making up for his second-
place finish at the Jedburgh

Border games. 
Allan Hamilton – 1st in the

90m championship and fourth
in the 90m handicap - is some-
thing of an all-round athlete
and competed in the high jump
which he won convincingly
with a clearance of 1.85m.

All in all, a thoroughly 
enjoyable afternoon’s athletics
watched by a very large
crowd. With it’s beautiful set-
ting and a layout which allows
for excellent viewing the
Langholm games is surely one
of the best of its type anywhere
in the country.

RESULTS

90m Open – 1st Gkontouin
Imante, Shettleston H
9.58secs, 2nd Finlay Douglas,
Hawick, 3rd Ryan Elliot,
TLJT;
200m Open – 1st Graeme
Armstrong, Edinburgh
22.56secs, 2nd Douglas
Young, Kelso, 3rd Brodie
Cowan, Hawick RP;
400m Open – 1st Jacob
Aubrey, Kendal 52.75secs,
2nd Kyle Potts, Hawick, 3rd
Craig Sowerby, Netherhall
AC;
800m Open – 1st Robbie
Welsh, Hawick 2m 00.63s,
2nd Stewart Fraser, Hawick,
3rd Kevin Wood, Jedburgh;
1600m Open – 1st Stewart

Fraser, Hawick 4m 39.88s,
2nd Mark Young, Hawick,
3rd Robbie Welsh, Hawick;
90m Youths 9-12 years – 1st
Ava Bell, Annan & District
10.25secs, 2nd A McVittie-
Brangan, Langholm, 3rd=
Stuart Whiteford/Ava Lees;
90m Youths 13-16 years – 1st
Tess Renwick, TLJT
24.55secs, 2nd Chloe Inglis,
Hawick RP, 3rd Evie 
Renwick, TLJT;
200m Youths 9-12 years – 1st
Max Vevers, Hawick TRP
23.66secs, 2nd Oliver 
McCraw, Teviotdale, 3rd=
Stuart Whiteford/Ava Lees;
200m Youths 13-16 years –
1st Carra McLeod, Hawick
24.55secs, 2nd Lewis Flem-
ing, Kelso, 3rd Ruby Laing,
Kelso;
800m Youths – 1st Stuart
Whiteford, Innerleithen 2m
11.60s, 2nd Rory Fleming,
Kelso, 3rd Archie Scott,
Kelso;
1600m Youths – 1st Leo Tait,
Kelso 5m 10.60s, 2nd Irvine
Welsh, Kelso, 3rd Isaac
Hastie, Kelso;
90m Open Championship –
1st Allan Hamilton, 
Edinburgh 9.33secs, 2nd
Ethan Pottie, Victoria Park,
3rd Greg Kelly, East Kilbride;
High Jump – 1st Allan 
Hamilton, Edinburgh 1.85m;

Sun shines on Langholm games
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90m UK SPRINT CHAMPIONSHIP: Allan Hamilton of Edinburgh AC takes the prize

Ann Crawford with Gkontouin
Imante of Shettleston H with the
trophy after he won the 90m

Left: Roger Maxwell presents the
trophy for the 800m Youth 
handicap to Stuart Whiteford of 
Innerleithen
Below: Graeme Murray wins the
Ex-Cornets’ Race

Ann Crawford of Ashley Bank 
Investments with 90m Open 
Championship winner Allan Hamilton

Tess Renwick of Gala wins the Pool 
Family sprint for 11-15 years

Sports News
Thursday August 4, 2022
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