
Kind-hearted folk have 
rallied round Langholm’s
cricketers after thieves broke
into their clubhouse and made
off with nearly £3,500.

The raid last week left the club
in crisis, as the uninsured cash
was earmarked to stock the bar
for this week’s Common Riding
– the biggest 
moneyspinner of the year at The
Castleholm.

But within 24 hours of an on-
line crowdfunding campaign
being launched, more than half
of the missing funds had been
recouped – with the target ex-
pected to be smashed by the end
of this week.

“Once again our wee town’s
community spirit has shone
through,” said club member
Gregor Park, who set up the Go-

FundMe campaign. “The
thieves may have stolen our
money and drink but this club
and this town will never be 
defeated.”

The theft was discovered early
on the morning of July 21 by
Gregor’s brother, club 
skipper Graham.

“I’d come down before head-
ing off to work to turn on the
sprinklers and I noticed the gate
was already open,” Graham
said. “The front door of the
clubhouse was still locked, but
then I saw that the back door
had been kicked in.

“The money had been kept in
the clubhouse safe overnight,
but it’s old and the thieves 
hadn’t had any bother in 
opening it.”

The money had been raised
during a highly successful 
Family Fun Day event at the
club the previous weekend. The
thieves also made off with a keg
of Fosters lager. 

The same night also saw a
break-in at the golf club in New-
castleton. Thieves forced a win-
dow to get into the building,
causing a small amount of 
damage. Club Captain Barry
Patterson says nothing of value
is ever kept in the clubhouse,
but three cases of lager were
taken.

It’s the first incident of its kind
in more than a decade at the
nine-hole club which is hugely
popular with both local people
and visitors. Last time alcohol
was also taken but the culprits
were thought most likely to be
local youngsters.

It’s not known if there’s any
connection between the
Langholm and Newcastleton
break-ins. 

Meanwhile Langholm cricket
club would like to say a huge
thanks to Gary Maxwell, who
first of all made the premises se-
cure then repaired and replaced
both damaged doors today.

Wishing Ruairi all the best
AS COMMON RIDING DAY APPROACHES AT LAST, LET’S MAKE IT ONE TO REMEMBER!
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Howzat for real
community spirit?

With the big day rapidly approaching, Cornet Ruairi Hotson set out on the final
ride-out last Saturday.

His traditional route took him up Kirk Wynd, via the Castle Craigs to Cronksbank
and back to the town. His progress was watched by hundreds of enthusiastic
townsfolk – who all agree that the 21-year-old has already become one of the
most popular Cornets.

Public digs deep after thieves strike 
at Langholm’s cricket club
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By Nick Brownlee &
Gilly Fraser

All eyes on Cornet Ruairi

HEIST: Langholm’s Cricket Club Inset: Gregor Park
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Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

Alison Musialowski 
I would like to thank the friends and strangers
who came to help me after my dogs were
attacked in Buccleuch Park on Wednesday
20th July 2022. 
Both dogs are now recovering, and I have
finally stopped crying.

Many, many thanks.

Thank You

Church Notices

The memory of a best friend,
who took his own life, has 
inspired an epic cycle ride from
Land’s End to John O’Groats.
Tim Pike, nephew of retired
Canonbie teacher Nigel Pike, died
tragically last year.
Now, in order to celebrate his
pal and raise awareness of a men-
tal health charity, Tom Budden is
currently attempting the 1,100-
mile bike ride.
He aims to cover an average of
110 miles a day, and pass through
Langholm on July 31.
“Tim and I were best friends
for over 20 years, and after losing
him to suicide last year I wanted
to do something in memory of
him and to raise awareness for
the work that CALM (Campaign
Against Living Miserably) do to

prevent suicide,” said Tom, who
lives in Southampton.
Tom set off on Wednesday morn-
ing on the first of nine gruelling
days in the saddle.
“Depending on the terrain that
day, I'd imagine I'll be on the
bike for about seven hours a day,”
he said. “The route I'll be taking
isn't the most direct, so not all
main roads and will take in some
nice landmarks along the way.”
“I'm doing the riding by myself,
but I'm very grateful to have sup-
port from family and friends who
will be meeting me along the
way,” Tom said.
“I have a couple of nights where
I'll be completely solo. 
“My sister and her family have
arranged a short holiday near the
Scottish Borders with a room for

me for a night. Then I have my
good friend Luke shadowing me
in Scotland for the last couple of
days.

“Luke, Tim and I were best of
mates, so for him to be there for
the last stretch will be quite mean-
ingful for both of us.”

Tom’s ride in memory of best pal Tim

The Great Day is here at last!
We’ve talked about it for so long, it’s seemed at times that it might never arrive.
But finally, after two years of Covid restrictions, Langholm Common Riding is here – and the
Muckle Toon simply can’t wait for the Big Day tomorrow.
Anyone who has met young Ruairi Hotson as he’s fulfilled his many duties in recent days will
be left in no doubt that he’s a Cornet to be proud of. But the event itself is something everyone
can be proud of being a part of. There’s simply nothing else like it.
Let’s hope that the sun shines on this great day, and that all of you have a fantastic time. It’s
long overdue!

54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

Family___________
Announcements

MSP hails Edinburgh
bus service reprieve
South Scotland MSP Colin Smyth has praised
campaigners for securing a reprieve until next
year for the 101 bus service between Dumfries
and Edinburgh – but called for local bus services
to be brought under public owner-
ship. 
The local MSP was speaking at a
packed public meeting last week 
organised by Stand up for Our Buses. 
The MSP told the meeting that protests
against the plan to end the service
when the current contract runs out in
August had clearly led to a last minute
deal between bus operators and local
Transport Agencies to save the service
until March.
But he warned that the hard work
started now in developing a viable alternative given
that the tender tabled by a bus operator to run the
service over the next few years was 86% higher than
the present contract so was financially unviable. 

“Thanks to passenger power we have been able to
secure a stay of execution for the 101 service – but
the hard work starts now,’ he said.
“The tender bid makes it unlikely that the status

quo in the long term. We need to work
with the local Transport Agencies and
Councils to come up with a plan B because
we know this will be just one contract
that will come to end in the next few
months and at a time council budgets are
being cut, there is no way they will be
able to afford new contracts double the
current price.”
Mr Smyth added: “One possible alter-
native would be a service between Abington
Services and Edinburgh that linked with
the current X74 Dumfries to Glasgow

bus. 
“It’s vital that Transport Agencies and councils
properly consult passengers between now and March
to get a viable option that meets people’s needs.”

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale and

Canonbie Churches
welcome you to
Sunday worship

10am Liddesdale and
11:30 Canonbie.

Sunday 31st
Joint Service with
Newcastleton at

Canonbie 
Bring & Share

Lunch

Rev Morag Crossan
on 07861736071 or
email mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church Services
Sunday 31st July
Langholm 10am

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Tel: 013873 73755.

Charity no. SCO11946

Thanks for Sympathy

SMITH, Etta
The family of the late Etta Smith would like to
thank everyone for their cards, flowers and 
messages of sympathy following their sad loss of
their beloved wife, mam and granny.
We would also like to thank the local Carers and
Nurses for being such good friends to Etta when
visiting her husband John.

Contact us at the E&L:  Office 013873 80012
Editor Nick Brownlee,    Features Editor Gilly Fraser   
All correspondence to: newsdesk@eladvertiser.co.uk

POTTS, Annie
The family of the late Annie Potts would like to
thank all relatives, friends and neighbours for the
kind expressions of sympathy, cards and flowers
received during their recent sad bereavement.
Thanks to Rev Morag Crossan for the lovely
service and also to Shaun and Philip, funeral 
directors, for all their help and guidance

To Cornet Hotson and family

Have a great day on Friday
Safe oot, Safe in!

Semi-Jubilee Cornet
Simon Wood

Best Wishes

CELEBRATION OF FRIENDSHIP: Tom Budden with Tim Pike



By Gilly Fraser

Bearing the Barley Banna
aloft during the Common 
Riding procession is a task
carried out with great pride,
and so too is the baking of
this iconic but never to be 
eaten delicacy. 

The man responsible for its
creation every year since 2007
has been former baker Stuart
Fletcher, whose son Jamie was
Cornet seven years ago. 

Stuart took over from William
Ewart, who had ironically been
his apprentice at Morrisons 
Bakery in the town. It hasn’t
always been an easy task, not
least because of a lack of es-
sential equipment. 

“William used to make them
in the Eskdale Hotel kitchen
because there were no hotplates
left after all the bakers closed,”
Stuart says. 

“I started in the Eskdale as
well, but after a kitchen fire in
2006, they refurbished the
kitchen but didn’t put a hotplate
back in. I got Ally Bell, a local

engineer to make a flat plate to
fit on top of a six-ring gas
cooker and I have used that
ever since in the Masonic Hall
kitchens.”  

Stuart sticks to an ancient
recipe handed down over the
years, which includes three dif-
ferent flours. But the real trick
to success isn’t so much in the
mixing of ingredients as the
handling of the dough.

“It has to be handmoulded
and then pinned,” Stuart says.
“The big skill is actually turning
it off the hotplate because you
part-cook one end, then you
turn it and you have to keep
turning, to build the colour up
and dry it out at the same time.

“I make it either the Wednes-
day or the Thursday before the
Benty Rideout and once it’s
made I keep turning it two or
three times a day so it doesn’t
bevel. 

“It gets the BBs painted on
on Castle Crags Day, then on
Summer Fair night it gets nailed
on. By then it’s solid, like a
piece of board.”

He admits there have been a
few disasters along the way.

Now Stuart is preparing to
pass the Banna baton on – to
Law graduate Nicole Beattie
whose love of cakes won out
over courts and who now runs
her own business Beattie’s Bakes
in the town. 

“It’s definitely an honour to
bake the Banna,” Stuart says.
“I need someone to take the
tradition forward and Nicole is
a tremendous Baker so she is
ideal. I will help her over the
next few years because she

needs to learn how to do things
like the handmoulding. It’s not
a skill you can pick up in just a
couple of days. I’ve told her
that I will be by her side for
however many years it takes.” 
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Weel kent
faces
In the August 4th edition, of
the E&L (the last before we
take a fortnight’s break) we
intend to run a column entitled
“Weel Kent Faces”. This will
replace the normal visitors and
exiles column and give everyone
a chance to get home to
Langholm before they are
added to the list.

If you have family or friends
who are returning to the town
for the Common Riding this year,
drop us a line with their name
and where they live and we will
include their names in the 
column. 

You may also bump into
somone over the next week that
you haven’t seen since they left
school 50 years ago; if so, let us
know.

We’ve already heard from
David Purgavie who is on his
way to the the Muckle Toon from
Toronto in Canada.

Either send an email to
alan@eladvertiser.co.uk with the
name and home town of the 
visitor or send a message to the
E&L Advertiser Facebook page
and we’ll pick them up.

In the meantime, safe journey
to all those making the trip home
for what promises to be a great
Common Riding.

‘Babycakes’: the reckoning
Hodgson suspended from council after Facebook comments
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Passing on the banna baton

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

NEWS
IN BRIEF

Passing on the Banna baton – from Stuart Fletcher to Nicole Beattie

A Langholm community 
councillor at the centre of a furious
row about alleged online abuse has
been suspended for six months.

Mark Hodgson was not 
present as six members of Langholm,
Ewes and Westerkirk council (LEWCC)
delivered their unanimous verdict at a
special meeting earlier this month.

Mr Hodgson had been the target of
complaints by fellow councillor Margaret
Sanderson, over a Facebook post from
April in which he described her as “Baby-
cakes”. Mrs Sanderson claims the term
has obscene sexual connotations – some-
thing Mr Hodgson has always denied.

Matters came to a head at a stormy
council meeting at Benty Hall in May,
attended by former D&G councillor 
Ronnie Tait, who was also a complainant.

They said that Mr Hodgson’s comments
breached the Code of Conduct for 
Community Councillors which says that
councillors must ensure an explicit dis-
tinction is made between personal views
and opinions and those made about the
council in public.

Mr Hodgson declined to attend the
meeting, but councillors John Galloway,
Stuart Clement, Dougie Beattie, Grace
Brown, Robert Dickson and Betty 
Harkness upheld the complaint in his 
absence and he was suspended until 
January 2023.

Speaking to the E&L this week, Mr
Hodgson said: “I can't comment much
because this judgement is under a statutory
review process which will comprise four
members of other Community Councils
within Dumfries and Galloway. 

“I look forward to seeing what an unbi-
ased perspective is of a community coun-
cillor being suspended for the maximum
term allowable, for making a comment
on Facebook that had no relationship to
LEWCC at all.”

In reponse to the Advertiser’s request,
Langholm, Ewes and Westerkirk Com-
munity Council secretary Robert Dickson
said the council had no further comment
to make about the decision to suspend
Mr Hodgson.

The next scheduled meeting of the coun-
cil is on Monday, August 1, at Langholm
Town Hall.

Time to move on
The so-called Babycakes
episode has raised more than
a few eyebrows in Langholm
since we broke the story a few
months back.
And on the face of it, it’s the sort

of story you couldn’t make up: a
community council riven by a dis-
pute about a word in a Facebook
post.
More seriously, however, the whole

sorry business has served only to
diminish the public’s respect for
the council.
This is unfortunate, because its

members are unpaid and hard-
working, and what they do is too
often unsung but hugely important
to the community they serve. It ben-
efits no-one to have them bickering
and casting aspersions at each oth-
er.
More importantly, perhaps, there

will come a time when new blood is
required. Which is why the position
of community councillor should be
something to aspire to.
So let’s hope the latest development

in the saga, which we report today,
will serve to draw a line under this
unedifying chapter. 
It’s time to move on, and we at

the Advertiser are more than happy

SUSPENDED: LEWCC councillor Mark Hodgson has been excluded from the council
until January next year

OUTRAGED: Margaret Sanderson 
complained about Facebook post
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Power cut
surprise
A power cut took Newcastleton
householders by surprise on
Wednesday afternoon last week.
SP Energy Networks said they
had not been able to give any
advance notice of the cut be-
cause it was due to a fault on a
piece of electrical equipment. 
They promised that electricity
would be restored by early
evening and their engineers
were immediately called out to
the village substation to repair
the fault. 
However the power cut caused
longer lasting problems for the
village petrol station, putting
the pumps out of action till the
following day.  
SP Energy say when there’s a
power cut, people should switch
off and unplug appliances in-
cluding boilers where it is safe
to do so.

____________________

Bridge Club
results
Results from 22nd July
1st, Nancy McLure & John
Packer, 2nd, Jan Dunckley &
Jim Muir, 3rd,
Doug Dixon & Tom Stothart,
4th, Louise Grierson & Janet
Ivison.

Flute Band soirée

Again, after an absence of two years, Langholm’s masterful band of flautists managed to
hold their AGM and social evening in the Buck Hotel recently.

New band chairman Jamie Fletcher picked up the reins from retiring chairman Roddy
Innes in 2019 but is only now performing his duties!

UBIQUITOUS: Jamie Fletcher, Flute Band chairman presents Cornet Hotson with a tankard from the band members 

NEWS
IN BRIEF

£5,000 is welcome boost 
for Langholm market
Food Fund grant will put monthly gathering on the map

SUCCESS: Love Langholm Local market is increases in popularity month on month

By Penny Johnstone
Langholm’s monthly market
has received a boost with a
£5,000 grant from the 
Regional Food Fund.
The venture is one of three in
Dumfries and Galloway to ben-
efit from the Scottish govern-
ment’s support programme set
up to promote the development
of local food and drink initia-
tives.
Organiser of the Love
Langholm Local Market Emma
Duncan told E&L: “I am thrilled
with this funding – it will sup-
port the marketing and adver-
tising of the market, create new
leaflets and posters and really
keep the momentum of the mar-
ket going.” 
The region’s Stranraer Oyster
Festival and its Jumpstart
scheme for new food and drink
businesses also receive £5,000
each.
The three-month Jumpstart
programme has been created to
raise the profile of local and
regional produce post Covid
and is available for up to 10
new businesses to help them
reach new markets. 
It’s a year since Langholm’s
community focused market be-
gan with local suppliers show-
casing the best food, produce
and crafts that the Toon and
the surrounding area has to
offer. 

The town centre market has a
varied mix of stalls from locally
brewed beer, freshly baked
sweet and savoury treats and
artisan chocolates. The next
market is on Saturday August
6 - its first Birthday. 
“We have 15 booked stalls

so far with our usual fantastic
stallholders such as Browns
Family Butchers, Smartie Plants
Vegan food, Warwick Bridge
Corn Mill bread, Oor Bees,
David Collin Fish Van, Scrappo
Worko, Solway Soap and Skin-
care and David McVittie Pho-
tography,” Emma said.
“We also welcome a new food
supplier Cumbrian Costal
Kitchen with their jams and
chutneys. 
“We are looking for a few
paid helpers to set up gazebos
and take them down on market
day so if anyone is interested,
please send me an email love-
langholmlocalmarket@out-
look.com,” Emma added.
Meanwhile local MSP Emma
Harper has welcomed the grants
awarded and the opportunity
for more businesses to access
the Jumpstart money available:
“I encourage people to apply
for this funding as soon as pos-
sible and I will continue to do
all I can to support our region’s
food and drink producers,” Ms
Harper said.

Window winner Alan
Alan Miller’s pop-up shop of-
fers an unusual history of the
Common Riding – in ties!
Alan, the owner of Yarns to
Yearn For, has installed a 
fantastic display of neckties
worn by Langholm Cornets dat-
ing back nearly 80 years – with
the oldest being that worn by
Edgar Morrison in 1948.
It’s a display which has 
deservedly won Alan this year’s
Common Riding Window 
competition.
“I had a few ties myself, but I
put an appeal out on Facebook
and people just came in with
them,” he says. 

Tartan
Alan’s main unit is at Bell’s
Mill, where he sells the now
famous Muckle Toon Tartan –
but the pop-up shop will be
open for business until Saturday
(closed tomorrow), selling a
range of tartan-themed teddies,
scarves, pictures, mugs and
coasters.
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One last push for Tarras MP Lamont
wants action
Borders MP John Lamont has
demanded “swift and compre-
hensive action” to support un-
der-resourced mental health ser-
vices in the region.
According to Public Health
Scotland just 46 percent of NHS
Borders patients were seen with-
in the Scottish Government’s
18-week target time in the first
quarter of 2022.
And more than three in 10 pa-
tients waited for more than 53
weeks to receive mental health
treatment –  an almost four-fold
increase since 2021.
“I am hugely grateful for the
continued hard work of all NHS
Borders staff,” said Mr Lam-
ont.
“However, the decline in timely
access to mental health treatment
is no surprise, given the Scottish
Government is focused on an-
other independence referendum. 
“There is a clear shortfall in
investment in mental health ser-
vices in the Borders. Steps to
address this are necessary for
the sake of the mental wellbeing
of our community.
“I have called for urgent action
by the Cabinet Secretary and
will closely scrutinise the urgent
action plan that I have requested.
Borderers deserve markedly bet-
ter access to mental health
services.”

Buyout needs to secure £400k by next week
People are being urged to keep
donating to a public crowd-
funder and major donors are
being asked to step up as South
Scotland’s biggest community
buyout battles the odds to
tackle a £400,000 shortfall in
its final two weeks.
Langholm has until the end
of the month to raise £2.2m to
purchase 5,300 acres of
Langholm Moor from 
Buccleuch. Success would dou-
ble the size of the community-
owned Tarras Valley Nature 
Reserve
In recent days, the public
crowdfunder – which has at-
tracted support from thousands
of people worldwide – has
surged past its £200,000 target,
thanks to an influx of donations. 
But the public is being 
encouraged to keep donating as
the ambitious buyout, led by
the local Langholm Initiative
charity, goes down to the wire.
“We need one last big push to
help make history happen and
get us over the line. We are

urging major donors to come
forward, and asking people to
keep donating to our crowdfun-
der. Every pound gets us one
step closer,” said Jenny Barlow,
Tarras Valley Nature Reserve’s
Estate Manager.
“This is a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to purchase this
land for people and planet. It
really is now or never for one
of the UK’s largest community-
led nature recovery projects to
double its scale.”

Crowdfunder
Last month, the Scottish Land
Fund awarded the Langholm
Initiative charity £1 million 
towards the buyout, while the
public crowdfunder raised its
target from £150,000 to
£200,000 towards the purchase
– both of which have given sig-
nificant boosts to the fundraising
campaign. The crowdfunder can
be supported at bit.ly/Langholm-
MoorAppeal.
The Tarras Valley Nature 
Reserve was established last

year, following the successful
first stage of the community
buyout. This saw the community
defy the odds to raise £3.8 mil-
lion to buy 5,200 acres and six
residential properties from 
Buccleuch in March 2021.
Community regeneration and

creating new jobs through a 
nature-based approach is a cen-
tral aim of the project. 
Leading charities backing 
the buyout include Borders 
Forest Trust, John Muir Trust,
Rewilding Britain, RSPB 
Scotland, Scottish Wildlife Trust,

Trees for Life, and the Woodland
Trust. Buccleuch has supported
the community bid, agreeing
with The Langholm Initiative a
fixed purchase price in 2019
and extending fundraising 
deadlines.

IN BRIEF

Langholm 
Common Riding 

SCIO No SC044989

To all taking part or observing 
Langholm Common Riding.

Whilst every care has been taken by the organising members and relevant
landowners in facilitating these events, the members and landowners will
not be held responsible for any injury to any person taking part in any way 
whatsoever in the event nor liable for any damage or omissions of any 
participants or spectators.
It is the responsibility of those taking part, or their legal guardians in the

case of minors, to ensure that participants have appropriate and adequate
insurance cover for personal injury and third party liability cover and that
they take all reasonable steps to ensure their own safe participation in the
events. In particular in relation to equestrian events, they are advised to 
ensure both they and their mount are suitable and competent, that riders
wear appropriate clothing, including protective head gear, and that their
horses tack is in good condition.
All spectators and unmounted participants attend the common riding at

their own risk and whilst every care has been taken by the organising 
members they will not be held responsible for the acts or omissions of any
mounted participant, unmounted participant or other spectator.
Please note that the organising members reserve the right to refuse any

person from participating in the event.

When Bauldy cried the Fair

DUE HOMAGE: The Front Three with members of the Common Riding visit 
Bauldy Beattie’s grave
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After the Common Riding ser-
vice at the church on Sunday,
the Front Three, accompanied
by Common Riding members,
visited the old graveyard on
the Kirk Wynd where the 
Cornet laid a wreath at
Archibald ‘Bauldy’ Beattie’s
grave. 
Bauldy was the first man to
check the boundaries of the com-
mon land over two hundred and
sixty years ago and he did this
on foot for over half a century.
Langholm’s ‘hysterical 
historian’ Billy Young mentioned
Bauldy in a recent speech he
made at Langholm Rotary Club’s
Cornet’s Night...

Then it’s up the Woll
Close tae the deed
centre o’ Langholm,
The Auld Cemetery,
tae pay homage tae
the great man himself,
Archibald Bauldy
Beattie - Town 
Drummer and Fair
Crier, the undisputed
faither o’ Langholm
Common Riding.

“

”

TARGET: Jenny Barlow and Angela Williams are encouraging the public to continue donating to the crowdfunder
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Hebridean sheep were first
brought to the islands that
gave them their name by the
Vikings. They arrived on the
mainland thanks to rich 
Victorian tourists who liked
the way they looked. And they
narrowly escaped extinction
thanks to the dedication and
foresight of people like 
Newcastleton-based farmer
Dave Braithwaite.
His fascination for the breed

got off to a pretty prosaic start
back in the 1980’s when he was
part of a group of volunteers
working to conserve a rare area
of lowland heath in the Vale of
York called Skipwith Common.
It was in danger of disappearing
under woodland and the group
wanted to find an ecologically
friendly way of reclaiming it
without resorting to chemicals. 
Dave came up with the idea

of copying nature’s own methods

by using sheep to eat down the
birch and pine while leaving
ericaceous vegetation alone. 
Unfortunately, the Swaledales
they brought in first, promptly
started eating the heather they
were supposed to be protecting
and ignored everything else. So
it was back to the drawing board.
Then by pure chance on a visit
to a farm, he saw some little
black sheep happily munching
their way through great clumps
of nettles round a pond.
“I had never seen sheep like

them before,” Dave says. “Some
had four horns and some had
two and they were all black and
hairy. I started to wonder if they
might just do the job.”
Dave sourced a flock at 

Hammerton Hall near York
where he bought a group of ewe
lambs and brought them back
to the rough common land at
Skipwith where they made them-

selves at home straight away
and tucked in to not only the
silver birch scrub but also a
highly invasive grass called 
molinea caerulea which can be
a real nuisance. It was both 
mission accomplished and the
start of an enduring passion for
Dave. He says the breed has a
fascinating history.
“I think that during Victorian

times someone with money and
a lot of parkland back home had
gone on a tour of the Hebrides
because that was considered a
romantic thing to do and spotted
these sheep. They wouldn’t have
all been black, I think there
would have been lots of colours,
because they share a lot of char-
acteristics with Icelandic sheep.
However, this visitor must have
particularly liked the look of
the black ones with the four
horns, probably thought they
looked a bit gothic, and decided
to take some back home.”

Harewood
The distinctive sheep went on

to find favour with the owners
of several large estates, including
Harewood Hall near Leeds
which has had Hebrideans on
its land for more than a hundred
years. Even so, breed numbers
fell to perilously low levels,
with at one stage only three
hundred registered breeding
ewes. Dave has played a sig-
nificant role in turning the
breed’s fortunes round.
“Twenty or so years ago the

Rare Breeds Survival Trust
formed a supporters’ group and
I became its second ever Chair-
man,” he says. “Then we created
our own Hebridean Sheep 
Society and I was its founding
Chairman. I’ve been able to do
a lot to promote the breed and
to make people aware of its
ability to work in sensitive
wildlife habitats. That created
a strong demand because even
today, nearly everybody who is
managing heathland will have
a flock of Hebridean Sheep.”

For many years Dave ran his
own flock while working full-
time, latterly as Site Manager
for RSPB Saltholme looking
after a 600 hectare wetland 
nature reserve, but decided to
take early retirement so he could
concentrate on the sheep. He
found the perfect location in
Newcastleton where he has 
become very much part of the
local community, though he says
with a wry smile that local farm-
ers don’t always know what to
make of his little black sheep.

“I know exactly what they’re
thinking when they drive past
and see them, but they are really
easy to keep, they’re great breed-
ers and they usually part natu-
rally with their lambs without
any need for assistance.”
For those who still need con-

vincing, they also cross 
extremely well with other
breeds. Little wonder Dave 
describes his Hebrideans as
‘diminutive but wonderful.’

Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

6 Thursday July 28, 2022

Nature’s methods saves breed

SOLWAY AGRICULTURE
LIMITED

Glasgow Road Lockerbie Dumfriesshire
DG11 2SE

Tel. Lockerbie (01576) 204124
Fax. Lockerbie (01576) 203806

Beet Pulp Pellets
Barley Grains

NB Grains Wheat Grains
Rolled Barley

Wheatfeed Rapemeal
Hi Pro Soya etc.

Can be mixed to your
requirements

Collect or deliver ex Laurmar,
Heathall Ind. Est., Dumfries

Bekina Wellingtons
Waterproof Leggings &
Jackets Boiler Suits etc

FOR ALL LAMBING 
REQUIREMENTS

lamb colostrum, lambs milk 
bottles, teats, lammacs

castration rings and pliers 
marking sprays etc.

RARITY: Dave Braithwaite with Skipwith Zeth

RARITY: Diminutive but wonderful – the Hebridean Sheep Halter-training for the Holm Show
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Land reform proposals
presented in Langholm

Vent your
frustration
Road users in Dumfries and
Galloway are being given the
opportunity to vent their frus-
tration over the state of the
region’s roads.
The council has launched an
online survey putting the con-
dition of local authority roads
in the spotlight and is asking
for locals to rate the local trans-
port network.   The results will
be fed into an annual roads 
review.  
The last review of local public
roads revealed almost half in
need of repair, with a mainte-
nance backlog estimated at more
than £200 million. The report
included the results of a previous
survey conducted by the council
which underlined widespread
public dissatisfaction with the
condition of local routes.   
The authority is again looking
to gauge public opinion on the
transport links it manages.   An
online survey asks participants
to rate the condition of car-
riageways as well as public
footpaths.  The questionnaire
also covers everything from
street lighting to gritting and
snow clearing of roads to road
safety and the provision of cycle
facilities.  A survey link is avail-
able on the council’s facebook
page. The deadline for responses
is August 31.

Two Scottish government
ministers visited Langholm
last week as part of a con-
sultation on the new Land
Reform Bill. 
A consultation paper, “Land

Reform in a Net Zero Nation”
was published online earlier
this month and along with
staff from the Scottish Land
Commission the ministers
are visiting towns across
Scotland to find out what
people think about the pro-
posals. 
The last Land Reform  

(Scotland) Act was passed in
2016.
Mairi McAllan MSP, Minister

for Environment and Land Re-
form, Lorna Slater MSP for
Green Skills, Circular Econo-
my and Biodiversity and Lorne
Macleod of the Land Com-
mission along with a staff
member from the Scottish
Government gave presenta-

tions about the proposals at
the Buccleuch Centre. 
Jenny Barlow, Estate 

Manager of the Tarras Valley
Nature Reserve also gave a
presentation the event to 
update people about what has
happened during the last year
of community ownership.

Q & A Session
There was a reasonable

turnout for the meeting and
a good question and answer
session followed the presen-
tations raising various issues
with the Ministers in the latter
part of the meeting. Forestry,
wind farms and several other
topics were raised. The 
impression was that the 
Ministers genuinely want to
hear views and understand
what the community think
about the proposals.
The consultation paper was

produced after a review by

the Scottish Land Commis-
sion and proposes to
strengthen land rights and
responsibilities, make land
management plans compul-
sory for land holdings, agree
the criteria for the designation

of land as a ‘large land hold-
ing’ – the proposal is any
land holding that is 3000
hectares or above is desig-
nated as such and, regulate
the market in the transfer of
large scale land holdings.

There is more detail of all the
proposals in the consultation
paper and you can make your
views known at the following
website. consult.gov.scot/agri-
culture-and-rural-economy/land-
reform-net-zero-scotland/

IN BRIEF

Proudly serving Langholm for 140 years
We wish Cornet Ruairi Hotson

all the best for a successful Common Riding

LLaattiimmeerrss ooff LLaanngghhoollmm

013873 80265

Carpets ● Furniture ●  DIY ● Homeware ● Gifts 

ENVIRONMENT: Mairi McAllan MSP

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

GREEN: Lorna Slater MSP



BORN TO IT: Cornet Ruairi Hotson takes the Kirk Wynd gallop in his stride
Photo:Alan Weatherstone

FANNY DAN: Ex-Cornet Billy Young damp but still smiling, returns to the town
Photo: Alan Weatherstone

HORSEMEN: The riders follow Cornet Hotson into Cronksbank, completing the first leg of the rideout
Photo: Mairi Telford Jammeh

98

FAMILY: Kenneth Donaldson with his three sons Will, Hughie and Bailey

ROSEVALE RETURN: Cornet Hotson leads the cavalcade back to the town

FOOT SOLDIERS: l to r:Nathan Smith, Keith Reid, Aidan Wilson and Connor Ewart head for the hills
Photo Alan Weatherstone

SEVENTH HEAVEN: Tom Henderson enjoying every second of the gallop up the Wynd
Photo: Alan Weatherstone

What rain? Great to be back to Castle Craigs

EXPECTANT FACES:  The Crowd awaits the horsesFAIR CRIER: Chris Tait acknowledges the crowd 
Photo: Sharon Tolson

Photo: Margaret Hudson



Brilliant Preview Supplement
Everyone at the Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

would like to wish CORNET RUAIRI HOTSON and all the people of
Langholm, the surrounding area and visitors a fantastic Common Riding 2022

Langholm
Common
Riding
2022

Photo by K Latimer Photography
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Maureen, Rob, Jason & Staff  of

THE 
DOUGLAS HOTEL___________________________________

would like to wish 
CORNET HOTSON
and his followers

every success for the COMMON RIDING

86 High Street • Langholm • 013873 81547

� Home-cooked food
� Takeaways served
� Beer Garden
� Cask Ale
� Quality en-suite

accommodation

CChhllooee aatt LLaa BBeellllee
Tanning & Beauty

Special offer for August 
Aromatherapy full body massage with
free scalp and face massage for £40

MMaarrkkeett PPllaaccee,, LLaanngghhoollmm || 001133887733 8811555555

Chloe would like to wish
CCOORRNNEETT 

RRUUAAIIRRII HHOOTTSSOONN
and everyone attending

all the best for the 
2022 Common Riding

AAlliissoonn HHoottcchhkkiissss 
ffrroomm BBlluueehheeaarrtt CCoouunnsseelllliinngg

Wishes Cornet Ruairi Hotson,
RHM Henry Jeffrey & LHM Iain Little
all the very best for an unforgettable 
Langholm Common Riding 2022!

Safe oot! Safe in!
Blueheart Counselling
www.blueheartcounselling.co.uk
Telephone 07703039216 
Email:alison@blueheartcounselling.co.uk

Commi�ee, staff
and members of

LLAANNGGHHOOLLMM
SSOOCCIIAALL  CCLLUUBB

would like to wish
CORNET HOTSON

a great
COMMON RIDING

KKaarreenn aanndd JJaanniiee ooff JJKK SSaalloonn
wwoouulldd lliikkee ttoo wwiisshh

CORNET RUAIRI HOTSON
tthhee bbeesstt ooff lluucckk ffoorr tthhee

CCOOMMMMOONN RRIIDDIINNGG 22002222
8800 HHiigghh SSttrreeeett,, LLaanngghhoollmm ▪ TTeell.. 8800445588

JJKKSSaalloonnR O S S
CALVERT

Joiner
2 Charlotte Street • Langholm

013873 80524
_______________________
would like to wish

Cornet Hotson and his 
followers all the best

for the 2022
Common Riding

If any one person could
be said to be right at the
beating heart of
Langholm Common 
Riding, it’s Roger
Maxwell. 
For the past 20 years he

has served as its chairman,
taking an active interest
and involvement in every
aspect of the festival, no
matter how small. Now
though, he’s about to retire
from the post. The 2022
Common Riding will be
his last at the helm. 
He says that hasn’t really

sunk in yet.
“I’m so busy with this

Common Riding I really
haven’t had time to imag-
ine what it will be like
when I actually stop,” he
says. “So I’m not really in
finishing mode quite yet.
But goodness knows what
I’ll feel like this time next
year when I’m no longer
doing it.”
Roger’s links with

Langholm run deep. In
1928 his grandfather started
the company James
Maxwell Building 
Contractors which he and
his brother run today. In
1982 he was chosen as
Cornet, so he really knows
the Common Riding inside
out. In his role as chairman
he has honoured the deep
thread of continuity that
runs between past and 
present.

“The traditional element
of the Common Riding is
the morning ceremonies
from handing out the flag
at half past eight to the
Cornet’s Chase round about
mid-day. 
“That’s absolutely cast

in stone and none of it
changes from year to year.
We can tweak the afternoon
events like the athletics
and the horseracing a little
bit to make them better
here and there. But really
it’s very reassuring to have
such a strong link with the
past.”
Roger’s successor as

chairman has yet to be 
decided, but he or she will
have big shoes to fill and
a hard act to follow. Roger
has sage words of advice
for whoever picks up the
reins.
“The meetings are the

crux of it all, so make sure
that they’re run efficiently.
When I first took over, I
felt that the meetings were
taking too long and we’d
be sitting there ‘til all hours
of the night. I made them
more punchy because I
was keen to get the busi-
ness dealt with.”
As to sharing the respon-

sibilities, Roger admits that
hasn’t always been his
strong suit. 
“I am a poor delegator

so I would suggest to my
successor that they delegate

DEDICATION: Roger, with his daughter Michaela, on Concert Night.

a lot more. Get a core team out of the
committee so that more things are being
taken care of by more people.”
And how would he sum up the role

that has been so much a part of his life?
“I consider it a great honour to have

done the job for the last twenty years

and it’s been brilliant fun. It has been an
absolute pleasure to do it with some of
the people I’ve been able to work with.
It’s great to see so many young people
in the town so full of enthusiasm for the
Common Riding. That probably gives
me the most satisfaction of all.”

LANGHOLM DAY CENTRE
would like to wish

Cornet RUAIRI HOTSON
a great Common Riding

A’ the best 
from all the members, 

staff & volunteers 

Roger steps down after 20 years as committed Langholm chairman

DUTIES: Presenting a trophy to Langholm athlete Conan Harper

Farewell to figurehead
of the Common Riding
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Cornet Ruairi is on cloud nine
By Penny Johnstone

It’s the biggest two weeks of his
life so far for Langholm Cornet
Ruairi Hotson – a fortnight full
of proud and important 
moments for his 
family and friends, and all the
while enjoying huge support
from hundreds of well-wishers.
“The support I’ve had since

my election has been great -
I’ve enjoyed every minute of it
-travelling the Borders doing
the different Common Riding
with my right and left and my
family and friends,” says Cornet
Ruairi 
“And folk just say it’s going

to get better – I don’t know
how it can get any better – but
I’ll take them on their word.”
It’s been a hectic time for the

21-year-old, representing the
Toon first at Hawick then at
Selkirk Common Ridings and
attending their balls to a great
reception and riding at Gala
too.
This young man has been ex-

ecuting his duties to perfection
- presenting trophies, holding
babies, attending endless 
functions and all with the biggest
smile, guided steadily by right

and left men, Henry Jeffrey and
Iain Little. 

“Henry is the dad of the group
getting me there on time and
making sure I’m wearing the
right thing and Iain’s got the
lazy man’s job, usually just
drinking all the time, now we’ve
got the Quadbikes to open all
the gates,” says Ruairi, clearly
in his element.

Respect
And dad Kevan has helped

him all the way, reminding him
don’t be late, always look your
best and just respect everybody.
“I always knew I’d get a lot

of support but it’s crazy how
many folk come out to watch
and cheer you on and all the
gifts you receive – mostly 
alcohol - I never expected that.” 
The former Langholm Acade-

my pupil first learned to ride at
Shawstown when he was just
five and has had the bug for
horses ever since. Being Cornet
is in the family following dad
Kevan, who received the honour
in 1990 and his uncle in 2000. 
“The first year I rode in the

common riding I was seven and
I became Castle Craigs member
the year after when I was eight. 
“It’s always been a dream of

mine to be cornet – it means
the world to me.”
And Ruairi has only missed

the big event once in 14 years
after taking ill with pneumonia
and sepsis when he was 11. 
So naturally the builder is 

taking everything in his stride.

And after the climax tomorrow,
there’s Lauder common riding
to come on Saturday and a ball
after.
“Folk keep asking me why

I’m taking it so cool but it’s
just another year for me as I’ve
rode since 2008 – it’s just an-

other day in paradise – it’s just
that I’m at the front this time 
“It’ll be a bit different on 

Friday with the limelight on me
and I cannae wait to get my
hands on the flag and lead the
procession.
“It’s one of those things that’s

better felt than telt; even all
over the Borders everyone says
their common ridings are good
but Langholm is something
else.”
“I hope everyone enjoys them-

selves as much as I will - I’ll
be on cloud nine.”

FAMILY TIES: Ruairi has received tremendous support and sound advice from his Dad Kevan
Photo: Mairi Telford Jammeh

Tel. 013873 81196
info@buccleuchcentre.com

The staff and volunteers at 
The Buccleuch Centre hope that  

CORNET 
RUAIRI HOTSON

and his family
have a wonderful
Common Riding
Safe oot, safe in !

Everyone at
THE ESKDALE HOTEL

would like to wish
Cornet 

RUAIRI HOTSON
the very best for the
COMMON RIDING

Market Place ▪ Langholm ▪ DG13 0JH
t. 013873 80357

www.eskdalehotel.co.uk

proud to sponsors the Ashleybank 1,000 guineas 90m Open Handicap
an the “Welcome to Langholm” 90m UK Sprint Championship

Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN : 013873 81066

Ashleybank
Investments

Limited
Everyone at Ashleybank 

would like to wish
CORNET RUAIRI HOTSON

and all his followers, on foot and on horseback,
all the very best for

Langholm Common Riding 2022
‘safe oot, safe in’

� DEREK JOHNSON �
~ BUILDER ~

wishes Cornet Hotson and 
everyone taking part in 
the Common Riding

all the very best for Friday
General Building Services � All work considered
23 Arkinholm Terrace, Langholm - t. 07815 804035 

BBoorrddeerr
HHoouussee
BBeedd && BBrreeaakkffaasstt

28 High Street • Langholm
013873 80376

Moira and Dougie of
Border House
would like to 
wish Cornet

RUAIRI HOTSON
all the best for

Common Riding 2022

Denis & staff at

would like to wish
CORNET 
HOTSON

all the very best
for the 

Common Riding

GLENFIRRA
of LANGHOLM

Whirlwind of activity for this year’s Cornet as everything focusses on Friday

PRIDE OF LANGHOLM:
Cornet Ruairi Callum Hotson

Norman and staff at

TTHHEE BBUUCCKK HHOOTTEELL
19 High Street ▪ Langholm ▪ 013873 80400

would like to wish all the very best to 
CORNET RUAIRI HOTSON

is Right & Left-Hand Men
and all their followers for Common Riding



A SEA  OF FACES: The Common Riding crowd in 1952

PRECISION: Innes Beverley and Bert Weatherstone nail on the Banna in 1962

BESOMS: Children await the Pipe Band on the Kirk Wynd in 1955. Div ye ken them?

54

BANNA: Bert Weatherstone and Innes Beverley lead the procession with the Little family behind in 1960

FAITHER: Cornet Kevan Hotson receives the flag from Acting Magistrate Jimmy Maxwell in 1990

Cornet J J Paterson, RHM Billy Park and LHM John Young watch John ‘Pinder’ Bell cut the sod in 1952

PRECARIOUS: Cornet Bill Harkness receives the Burgh Standard from Provost Jimmy Grieve in 1962

A Common Riding look back over the decades

SPADE LINE UP: Gordon Reid, Michael Bell, Arthur Elliot and Stevie Kingstree in 1992
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By Gilly Fraser
Ask this year’s Semi-Jubilee 
Cornet Simon Wood for his
favourite memory of the 
Common Riding twenty-five
years ago and he’ll tell you it
was Election Night – when to
his amazement and delight the
Left and Right-Hand Men 
appeared at his door in time-
honoured fashion to give him
the good news. Born and bred
in Whitley Bay, Simon says he
was completely bowled over.
“I could not believe that the peo-

ple of Langholm gave me this
honour to be their Cornet,” he
says. “Choosing me to represent
their town was like a dream come
true for me and I really never 
expected it would happen.”
Simon only began horseriding

when he came to live in Langholm
in 1989. Two years later he expe-
rienced the delights of Common
Ridings in 1991 for the very first
time, when he rode six different
horses to take part in all the rideouts
as well as the main ride. His 
ambition to be Cornet one day
was born then and his love of the
festival has clearly never waned
in all the years since. He says the
town has changed a great deal
since he rode the boundaries as
Cornet.
“All the mills were still open

when I was Cornet and you had to
go round all of them, Border Fine
Arts was open and so was John
Youngs, the truck firm. It was a
really busy bit.”

Taking part in the Common 
Riding this year looked to be in
doubt for a while because Simon
has a blood condition and was laid
low by a bout of Covid. He had
intended to ride Castle Craigs but
decided instead to save all his 
energies for the big day itself. 
“On Castle Craigs day I took

photographs along with my right

and left hand men Stevie Ellwood
and David McVittie – I call them
my twin towers because they’re
both over six feet and they tower
over me.”
Simon says he thinks this year’s

Common Riding will be bigger
and better than ever because people
will be so delighted to have it

back after the Covid years. He has
hired a nice quiet horse for the
day but will also ride a section on
the Cornet’s horse.
“Ruari asked if I would like to

carry the flag for part of the ride,
and that’s a real honour, so I was
delighted to accept.”

SEMI JUBILEE: Crossing the Ewes as the morning’s ceremonial comes to an end

 Good luck  

from all at 
The Langholm Initiative 
Building a future for Eskdale 

 

Best wishes to 
Cornet Hotson

All the staff and volunteers wish you 
the best of luck with your duties.

Safe oot, safe in!

The Langholm Initiative
Buccleuch Mill | Glenesk Road | Langholm |

DG13 0ES
013873 80914 | @langholmonline

fb.com/langholminitiative

Simon was bowled
over to be elected 
as Langholm Cornet

All the members of Langholm Golf Club would
like to wish CORNET RUAIRI HOTSON
and his followers the very best for Friday.

Come and visit us for a refreshment
OPEN from 9am - 1pm on Common Riding Day

LLAANNGGHHOOLLMM GGOOLLFF CCLLUUBB

1997

BEST WISHES TO CORNET HOTSON
Opening times: Tuesday / Thursday / Friday: 9.30am to 4pm

Saturday 9.30am to 1.30pm

54 High St, Langholm

rs of
LANGHOLM, EWES & WESTERKIRK

COMMUNITY COUNCIL
would like to wish 

CCOORRNNEETT RRUUAAIIRRII HHOOTTSSOONN
and all his followers
‘safe oot, safe in’

on Friday

The Members of

AANNDDEERRSSOONN’’SS
of Langholm

Best Wishes to
Cornet RUAIRI HOTSON

and his Right and Left-hand men

LUXURY COACH & PRIVATE HIRE 
013873 80553

All the very best to 

CCoorrnneett HHoottssoonn
from all at

Langholm RFC

MARTINS
TYRE AND AUTO SERVICES

Official MoT Testing Station
New and Used Car and Van Sales

Servicing, Mechanical and Body Repairs
TYRES : EXHAUSTS : BATTERIES
Wishing Cornet RUAIRI HOTSON

a great day on Friday

HIGH STREET, LANGHOLM 
Telephone (013873) 80246

NNeeww TToowwnn
CCoonnvveenniieennccee SSttoorree 

Thomas Telford Road,  Langholm
t. 80131

John and staff
would like to wish

Cornet
RUAIRI HOTSON

all the best for 
Common Riding 2022

PENSIVE: after the flag was handed in
HONOUR: Simon tackles the famous Kirk Wynd gallop as 1997 Cornet



By Penny Johnstone

It’s 50 years since the 
Jubilee Cornet had the
honour of carrying the
Standard for his Toon.
“I’m a great common rid-

ing person,” says Scott 
Morrison, “my father was
semi-jubilee cornet that year
so it was even more impor-
tant to me.” 
“You are the top guy in

the Toon – to be voted in
by the public is quite a big
thing - it makes you feel
special too.”
Scott was a tweed finisher

at Reid & Taylor when he
was elected Cornet in 1972.
He’s lived in New Zealand
since 1974, following his
sister there as he finished
his stint as left hand man.
“Mother, father, brother

and one sister all rode with
me,” he remembers, think-
ing back to his time as 
Cornet.
“I think it gives you a bit

of leadership – I think it
made me proud to be born
in Langholm and I had the
privilege of carrying the 
local Standard and it’s some-
thing that shouldn’t be taken
lightly; it’s really a great
honour.”
Scott, who’s 70 now and

still a keen horseman where
he lives in Auckland, says
one highlight so far this
year was “the huge night”
for him after the Castle
Craigs rideout. 
For the first time ever, he

experienced the Craigs from
the ground after taking a
tumble from his horse dur-
ing the Benty rideout: “The
ground was like concrete; I
was still jet lagged and I
have a chest infection - I
think I just expected far too
much of my body,” he said. 
The fall meant Scott was

on foot nursing cracked ribs:
“It was very emotional for
me on Saturday because
I’ve never ever watched
them go up the Wynd - I’ve
ridden since I was 12 years
old and before that we used
to do the fell race  - so you
never actually saw the 
Cornet go up the Wynd –
and there was all of them
just galloping past me and
normally I would be one of
those people – it was a very
strange emotion.”
The traditions may endure

but after 50 years Scott sees
a big difference in the town:
“Langholm was more of a
busy metropolis in those
days - hundreds and hun-
dreds of people were em-
ployed because of the mills

“It will always be home
to me; it might look a bit
tired but it’s still got its
charm – though the roads
are a disgrace.”
As Jubilee Cornet, he’s

hoping everyone will have
some fun and spread some
kindness: “I’d like everyone
to enjoy themselves and just
be kind – I think with the
times we’re in, everyone
should just be a bit kinder
to each other.”
Scott is doubtful whether

he’ll make the dance tonight,
wanting to save himself for
the big day tomorrow. He’ll
be testing his ribs in the
saddle this afternoon and if
the pain is extreme, he’ll
be watching from the ground
again tomorrow: “I don’t
see the point of being up
on that beautiful hill and
being in total agony for the
couple of hours I’m up there
– god willing though I will
be able to do it because I
would love to,” he said.

www.eladvertiser.co.uk Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser Thursday July 28, 2022  7

would like to wish
CORNET RUAIRI HOTSON

all the best for the Common Riding
Market Place, Langholm Tel. 013873 81250

Steven, Christine 
& Maria of

Pelosis
Corner Café

STILL IN THE SADDLE: Scott on his horse in New Zealand

50 YEARS: Scott with his Right-Hand Man Robin Nixon and Left-Hand Man Neil Davidson in 1972

_____________________
wishes

CORNET 
RUAIRI HOTSON
all the very best
on his special day_____________________

Ewesbank, Langholm DG13 0ND
Tel: 013873 80202   Fax: 013873 81103

BUCCLEUCH ESTATES

Sticks ‘n’ Stuff
13 High Street • Langholm • DG13 0JH • 07800 915883
Collectibles • Arts & Crafts • Handmade Sticks

Best wishes to
Cornet Hotson

and everyone 
attending
Langholm 

Common Riding

Liz, Billy and Staff of 

The Paper ShopThe Paper Shop
would like to wish 

CORNET RUAIRI HOTSON
and all his followers
all the best for the 

Common Riding 2022

Xcel Project, Market Place

Langholm DG13 0JQ

Telephone - 013873 80886 

www.xcelproject.com

Wishing all the best to 
Cornet Hotson and all his followers

for a great Common Riding
from everyone at the Xcel Project

Roger & Geoff at

J. M. Maxwell
BUILDING CONTRACTORS

would like to congratulate
CORNET IAIN LITTLE
and wish him, his Right & Left-
Hand Men and all participants in

Langholm Common Riding
a memorable day on Friday

Contact:
Roger : 07702 733086
Geoff : 07789 984304

CORNET HENRY JEFFREYCORNET RUAIRI HOTSON

YARNS
to yearn for

would like to wish
CORNET RUAIRI HOTSON

and all his followers
all the best for the Common Riding

www.yarnstoyearnfor.com

1972

From a land down under

SPADE: Harry Erskine briefly takes the lead 



After a two year absence the Cornet’s night
at the Langholm Social Club a fine array of
speakers and entertainers, a new chairman
and new speakers.
Throughout the two hour extravaganza mem-
ories and stories were told and songs sung,
all to merely whet the appetite for the week
ahead.
It was hosted by chairman and ex-Cornet
Jamie with singers including the Billy Young,

Ross Mabon and Beth Smith, accompanied
by Ann Halliday on keyboard. 
The Chair congratulated sem- Jubilee Cornet
Wood on achieving this landmark and Jubilee
Cornet Scot Morrison, who had travelled from
New Zealand and also welcomed exiles to
the event.
Lynsey Rae, daughter of ex-Cornet Robert
Rae, gave the toast to the Common Riding,
and after the break Tommy Hope gave the

toast to the Cornet.
Billy Young then sang “Hame of Mine” before
Langholm Social Club Chair Dave Patterson
gave a vote of thanks. The Chair then closed
proceedings wishing Cornet Hotson all the
very best for the week ahead, to embrace ev-
erything because it will all pass so quickly.
There followed the traditional “Auld Lang Syne”
and three cheers to the Cornet and Chairman
before formal proceeding were ended.

616Thursday July 25, 2019

Toasts and songs galore

T. MORRISON & SON
Vehicle Servicing & Repairs
THE GARAGE ▪ 21 HIGH STREET
LANGHOLM ▪ DUMFRIESSHIRE 

Telephone and Fax: (013873) 80476 

Tommy & Diane
would like to wish

CORNET RUAIRI HOTSON
his Right and Left-Hand Men

and all taking part in
the Common Riding 
all the very best for
another great day

Kenneth and Staff at 
Stevenson & Johnstone 

would like to wish
Cornet Ruairi Hotson

all the best for
Common riding 2022____________________

38 High Street  Langholm  DG13 0JH
013873 80482  office@sandjlangholm.co.uk

www.sandjlangholm.co.uk

would like to wish
Cornet Ruairi Hotson
and all his followers all the very best 

for Common Riding Day 2022
Popping-up in 16 High Street
on Friday with bacon rolls etc

Castleview Catering
Tracey, Eric and staff at
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NEW BLOOD: Chairman for the evening, Jamie
Fletcher welcomes everyone to the event

CORNET’S NIGHT TOP TABLE: Chairman Jamie Fletcher, RHM Henry Jeffrey, Tommy Hope, 
Cornet Ruairi Hotson, Roger Maxwell, LHM Iain Little and Lynsey Rae

In 1962, on the morning of Langholm’s Great Day the dawn was clear
and warm and King Sol smiled on the town and the valley the whole
day.  On behalf of everyone who attended the festival on Friday we
would like to tender a “well done” to Cornet William Hyslop Harkness.
He did indeed give a wonderful lead and his assurance to the public
that he would carry out the duties of the office to the very best of his
ability was no mean boast. On the contrary, his performance was 
flawless. (Excerpt from the E&L in 1962)

1962
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Felling to save larches
Programme will slow spread of deadly disease first found in Scotland

A major programme of
felling larch trees is un-
derway throughout the
south of Scotland. 

The move is being made to
slow the spread of a disease
called Phytopthora ramorum
which affects the larch and has
no known cure. It was first
found in Scotland in 2010.

Forestry and Land Scotland
say they aim to have cut down
around ten million larches by
2032. They’ll be replaced by
other species. FLS managers
say they believe taking this
proactive approach is the only
option open to them. 

FLS director of land manage-
ment and regions, Graeme Prest,
said: “Like all other land man-
agers in Scotland, we have been
playing our part in working to
control this disease.

“With no known cure and
eradication of the disease con-
sidered to be unachievable, the
only available counter measure
is to slow the pathogen’s spread
by felling.

“Previously, we have been
waiting until the disease arrives
at a location and then have re-

sponded to the statutory plant
health notice that requires us to
fell infected and ‘at-risk’ trees
in the vicinity by a set date.

“But a reactive approach puts
a fairly hefty spanner in the
works of our normal work pro-
grammes. We have to stop
planned harvesting works, move
people and machinery, deal with
the diseased crop and also re-
plan the work that we would
normally have been doing. It’s
a significant challenge for how
we manage our resources to
best effect for the business.

“This new approach allows
us to get more on the front foot
and build disease management
in to our annual felling pro-
grammes, making the effort to
tackle the disease more cost ef-
ficient, manageable and sus-
tainable.”

Before its discovery approxi-
mately five per cent of the total
woodland area in the UK was
planted to larch, but most of
this has now been lost. 

It’s hoped the larch can be
saved in other parts of the coun-
try where the disease has not
been found. 

AFFECTED: Forestry and Land Scotland aim to cut down around 10 million larches by 2032 and replace them with other species

By Penny Johnstone

New offices and a visitor centre 
at the UK’s largest sawmill near
Lockerbie have been shortlisted as
one of five so called ' extraordinary'
buildings in an annual competition
to become Scotland's best.
The striking wooden clad construction

built during Covid at James Jones &
Sons has been shortlisted by The Royal
Incorporation of Architects in Scotland
(RIAS) and is almost entirely erected
from the company’s own products with
an approach to minimising the use of
steel and maximising timber.
Architects Konishi Gaffney based in

Edinburgh did not have to look far for
materials and their ode to sustainable
timber construction showcases the
firm’s ambition as well as its operation,
presenting it says a flagship for 
Scotland’s timber industry. 
Rob MacKenna, the general manager

of the James Jones site at Steven’s
Croft, said: “It’s been really pleasing to
see how it’s being received – it’s a fan-
tastic recognition of the quality of the
building and the quality of what we do
“We wanted to build a timber rich

structure to showcase our work but 

also to create an energy efficient building 
“The more timber you use within a

building, the more carbon you lock up
in the fabric of that structure and the
closer you are to achieving carbon
neutrality in a structure – it’s really
what we need to be aiming at.”
The visually striking building has two

distinct parts - a two storey section
with black larch cladding on the ground
floor and whitish larch cladding in the
upper section, with a grey black roof
and a single storey building also clad
in black larch.
“There’s lot of glass in the structure

so you can see in and through the
building from the outside and there’s
nice detailing in the ceiling using douglas
fir, which creates a cathedral like 
atmosphere inside the building
“It’s a great space to be able to wel-

come visitors into and they are always
very impressed by the internal timber
detailing,” added Mr MacKenna.
The winner of the prestigious Andrew

Doolan Best Building in Scotland Award
will be announced on St Andrews Day
in November and stands to gain a cash
prize of £10,000 partly supported by
the Scottish government.

‘Extraordinary’ sawmill one of Scotland’s best

SHORTLISTED: Lockerbie building has impressed judges for prestigious national architecture prize

Wooden building shortlisted by RIAS for national architecture competition



The ag carried by the Cornet is the town’s most cherished pos-
session for there are few sights more pleasing to a local’s eye 
than to see the sun dance over it’s golden surface, as it utters 
in the warm summer breeze. A great debt of gratitude is owed 
to the local Scott family who have donated the last ve burgh 
standards to the people of the town. In July 1897 was noted 
that the current ag was “so fail with age that it was impossible 
to mend”. So the following year Alex Scott of Erkinholm gifted 
a new banner to the town which had been hand-painted onto 
the best Spital elds silk. This ag was the rst to bear the burgh 
seal which had been created only ve years earlier in 1893. 
The current ag was gifted to the town in 1988 by his great-
grandson Professor Tom Scott and was made by ag makers 
Piggott and Co. of Witham, Essex. 

It would be dif cult to over-emphasise the part music plays in 
the Common Riding. From the moment the silence is broken 
by the shrill strains of utes echoing around the empty streets, 
until that tearful moment fully fourteen hours later when the 
ban’ plays ‘the auld, auld sang’ one last time, the Common Rid-
ing and the bands are as one! These much-loved songs reach 
into the deepest recesses of the soul and re-ignite the ame of 
passion that burns in us all for this ‘Spot Supremely Blest’ and 
its hallowed traditions.

I’d hear “A’ the Airts” wake the hills that surroun’ me, 
And “The Floo’rs o’ the Forest” sae plaintive and wae, 

That tell o’ the friens’ wha oft gethered aroon me, 
But wha tae their faithers are noo passed awa. 

What thoughts rise and fa’ wi the Ban’ 
and the singing. 

They gar my auld he’rt fairly utter wi’ joy; That tune, 
“Auld langsyne”, oh sae vividly bringing To min’ a’ 

the days I spent there when a boy. 

An Old Langholmite’s Longing by A.T. Wauchope

20th July 1935 On the “Seterday 
Afoor” the Common Riding in 1935, a 
dozen local men, led by Cornet Stuart 
Paisley, rode to the Castle Craigs and 
back.  Later at a tea in the Crown Hotel,  
Mr Walter Robinson proposed forming 
a club, the object of which was to give 
a prize for a horse race on Common 
Riding day. The rst Castle Craigs Club 
Race was won by Mr Drew Stevenson 
on “Brown Sugar”. Since then, as well 
as organising all pre-Common Riding 
ride-outs, the club has dedicated itself 
to fostering  the Common Riding spirt 
and “supporting all appertaining to the 
Common Riding ceremonial”.

Cornet Irving, Common Riding 1893 and Cornet Billy Young, Common Riding1984 
showing two versions of the much cherished ag

The riders at The Castle Craigs, July 1986The Castle Craigs Ride-out, 2019
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Boys’ Common Ridings

Boys’ Common Ridings, when I was
young, were always held after the real
event and while there was no lack of 
enthusiasm, they were small affairs, each
one confined to the street or area in which
the children lived. They were run by the
boys and although considered to be in a
somewhat second-class category, girls
were permitted to join in.
When about six or seven years old I had a

very important part to play in the High Street
Boys’ Common Riding. I was Alfie Bell’s
horse. The reins were made in coloured wool
worked on four nails on the top of a wooden
pirn (reel) and pulled through the hole to
form a circular strip. We called it Corkin’.
(Alfie Bell, Nancy Barnfather’s brother,
joined the regular Army and died while serv-
ing in Egypt.)
Robert Carey was Cornet and he received

the Flag at his mother’s Dairy (now the
Charity Shop). The proceedings thereafter
are a bit hazy but I do remember that
Robert’s sister Maggie made the Crown and
we followed the Cornet in a gallop up the
New Roads and had races on a Crawsknowe
field.

No long holidays

When I first started working there were no
long holidays and all the mills worked right
up to 5 or 6 o’clock on the Summer Fair Day
with only the Common Riding day off and
the following week. But work was not fore-
most in our minds and when I was a weaver
at Reid and Taylors, the Common Riding 
enthusiasm got the better of us all. On the
Summer Fair morning, the Common Riding
was enacted from Flute Band and Hound
Trail to the handing in of the Flag. In later
years when I worked at Neill’s Mill, the
same performance took place and the bosses
turned a blind eye to the goings on in the
loom shop. By that time, holidays were
longer and some of us were allowed to finish
at dinner time on the Summer Fair Day.

The Seterday Afore

The first reference to riding to the Castle
Craigs on the “Seterday afore” can be found
in the E&L Advertiser in July 1933, when it
was reported that Cornet James Armstrong
and a few supporters rode to the Castle Craigs
and round the streets of the town. This did not
meet with unanimous public approval, far
from it, for there were many who thought that
it made a mockery of the Common Riding
and all that it stood for. An argument in its
favour was that it gave the townsfolk a chance
to see their Cornet before the great day. 
Nevertheless, a year later Cornet Robert
Graham and about 12 supporters rode out to
the Castle Craigs, then paraded through the
streets.
I don’t think my mother was much in favour
of pre-Common Riding rides-out and she
wasn’t very happy with me either when, at the
age of 13, I ruined a perfectly good pair of
white sandshoes and new white socks when I
went knee-deep into a peat bog on Whita.

It happened when a crowd of us, probably
more inquisitive than enthusiastic, followed,
on foot, Cornet Noel Calwell and his sup-
porters to the Castle Craigs. Several songs
were sung with the Cornet giving “The Wee
Bit Toon” but I was surprised when Archie
Irving sang “The Rose of Tralee” wondering
what that had to do with the Common 
Riding. I know now that at those functions
all sorts of songs are permissible and looking
back to a report of a gathering, hosted by Mr
and Mrs Hector Martin at the Townfoot 
Gardens during the War after the inspection
of the Emblems, note that Cornet JJ 
Paterson’s choice of song was “Drink,
Puppy, Drink”.
It had ben customary from the early days for
the Cornet and his followers to walk to the
Castle Craigs on the Sunday and even this
was frowned upon by some as an excuse for
excessive drinking. The Saturday ride-out
took over from the Sunday proceedings but
I suspect there are still some diehards to tra-
dition who walk out to the Craigs on that
day.
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Times Past 

60 years: 126 riders follow Cornet William 
Harkness in 1962
On the morning of Langholm’s Great Day the dawn was
clear and warm and King Sol smiled on the town and the
valley the whole day. On behalf of everyone who attended
the festival on Friday we would like to tender a “well done”
to Cornet William Hyslop Harkness. He did indeed give a
wonderful lead and his assurance to the public that he
would carry out the duties of the office to the very best of
his ability was no mean boast. On the contrary, his 
performance was flawless.
The hound trail was one of the best ever seen in its long and

eventful history. The issue was in doubt right to the winning
post, the three leading dogs coming in nose to nose. The
Spadeadam entry, Monkside, just managed to get its head in
front of Posty, while Dale, winner of two previous trails, just
missed the coveted hat-trick by a couple of feet. Later in the
morning the hound tail trophies were presented by Ms John 
Paterson, Terrona.
At the Craigs Cornet Harkness handed over custody of the

flag to Semi-Jubliee Cornet Walter W Robinson whose memory
must have gone back 25 years as he led the riders up to the
summit of Whita and round the Monument and then down the
steep slope to Whita Well where he returned the flag to Cornet
Harkness before the cavalcade moved on towards Mount 
Hooley.
A shrill cheer greeted the appearance of the Cornet, and after a
brief halt, Langholm Common Riding procession, now com-
plete, moved off on its final perambulation of the town.
After the crying of the second fair the Town Band struck up

“Auld Lang Syne”. It is during the playing of this familiar air
that memories of the past crowd on those privileged to hear it.
The assembly in the Market Place never fails to include many
who have been absent for long years and who have returned to
find, alas, that many who were their boon companions in youth
have left this earthly scene never to return. At the Town Hall
Cornet Harkness handed the standard back to Provost Grieve
then thanked the Provost and said he only hoped that everyone
had had as enjoyable a day as he had.

70 years: Foot-and-Mouth no deterrent
Away back in the month of May everything gave promise for the
festival of 1952 being a record one in every respect. But alas, the
outbreak of the dreaded foot-and-mouth disease gradually spread
from Galloway into Nithsdale, Nithsdale into Annandale and
from Annandale into Eskdale.
There were people in the county who were of the opinion that

the Common Riding should be cancelled altogether as a preven-
tative measure against further spread of the disease. It was
pointed out to these people that unlike any other festival of its
kind in Dumfriesshire, the marches of the Muckle Toon  had been
gone round annually for 192 years without a break and not desir-
ing to break this honoured sequence the Committee made 
arrangements for a curtailed ceremony, the curtailments including
the carrying forward of the Cornetship of Mr John Paterson to
1953, the appointment of his father, Mr J.J. Paterson, Cornet in
1909 and during the years of crises during the last World War as
Cornet, the complete cancellation of the hound trail, horse racing
and athletic sports programmes and the substitution of children’s
sports on the Scholars Field on the Common Riding afternoon. A
decision was also made that there be only three horses – those of
the Cornet and the Right and Left-Hand Men and that these be
disinfected before going to the hill.
For the first time since war years the inhabitants had a “lang

lie” on a Common Riding for, alas, there was no hound trail and
instead of being awakened by the Flute Band at five o’clock in
the morning, the lieges this year could defer their rising consid-
erably as it was not until eight o’clock that the shrill notes of the
flutes were heard. 
Long before the piping of the flutes there were obvious signs

that the event was going to be blessed with excellent weather.
Dawn brought King Sol in all his glory shining over a brightly
silhouetted Whita in a cloudless sky and once more there was that
universal expression of regret that under such weather conditions
the festival should have had to be curtailed.
However, promptly at ten o’clock Cornet Paterson and his two

mounted supporters made their appearance in a crowded Market
Place, and enthusiasm reached a high pitch as “Terrona” made
his way to the platform to receive the Burgh Flag from Provost
Hyslop.
If the gallop up the Kirk Wynd is recognised as being one of

the most spectacular features of the Common Riding, then pop-
ular opinion must place the bairns with their heather besoms as
second in importance in the day’s ceremonies 1952 will go down
in history as one of the best processions so far 

AUTHOR: Betty LittleBOYS ON TOP: Rae Elliot cries the Fair during the 1985 Boys’ Common Riding

‘Common Riding 
for boys used to be 
such a small affair!’

We continue our serialisation of Betty Little’s Common Riding 
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Beauty and the Beast!  Tom Hutton captured this lovely honeysuckle flower on the sewage Works fence.
Camera: Lumix PZ90

The E&L Gallery

Cornet a Century ago: Arthur W Bell

Above: 1922 Langholm Pipe Band; Drummer H Wartley Pipers Sgt J Purgavie, G Dalton, D Jeffrey  Marshall, Jim Bell

Left: Cornet, Arthur W Bell, manufacturer, Derby winner, Captain Cuttle: colours white/black/red/gold 



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
47A High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH
013873 80012  alan@eladvertiser.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

LANGHOLM 
TOWN HALL 

(inside)
WEDNESDAYS 10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS 9am - 2pm
Access through rear door

ROYAL BANK MOBILE VAN
Day Centre car park

Thursdays
11:45am - 12:25pm

MOBILE SERVICES

JANE BENNETT (Deceased)
Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the above named, 
late of 57 Rowanburn, Canonbie ,  
DG14 0RQ, who died on 01/01/2022, are 
required  to  send  written  particulars 
thereof to the undersigned on or before 
05/10/2022, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to 
the claims and interests of which they 
have had notice.

HUMFRYS & SYMONDS SOLICITORS, 
1 St John Street, Hereford, HR1 2ND 

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows

BLINDS

POP-UP SHOP

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
Owned by the Community :

Published for the Community

LANGHOLM POP-UP SHOP
July 2022

■ Thu 28th - Sat 30th July (74 High St)
Yarns to Yearn For
■ Thu 28th July  (Wee Workshop)
Beattie’s Bakes
■ Fri 29th July  (Wee Workshop)
Beattie’s Bakes
To book a space: Call Sharon Irving on 07862 367209
or email: sharon@ashleybank.co.uk

PLANNING
The applications, associated plans and documents can be viewed on-line 
by following the ePlanning link on the Council’s website at www.dumgal.
gov.uk/planning.  Written comments may be made to Head of Economy 
and Development by email to Planning@dumgal.gov.uk or via the Council’s 
website, as noted above, by 11/08/2022 (Type A).
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2013, Reg 20(1) (A) 
Ref No/Type Address/Proposal
22/0930/FUL (A)
Land Comprising Birny Hill And Standingstone Edge, Above 
Winterhope Reservoir, North Of B7068 Road, Approximately 7.5Km To 
The West Of Langholm, (Proposed Callisterhall Wind Farm) - Erection of 
wind farm comprising seven wind turbines (maximum height to blade tip of 
200 metres) and associated infrastructure including crane hardstandings and 
lay down areas, 1 anemometer mast (maximum height up to 125 metres), 
substation, battery storage up to 7mw with associated control building, 
formation of access tracks, watercourse crossings, up to 3 borrow pits, 
underground cables, temporary construction compound and associated works

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (ENVIRONMENT 
IMPACT ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017
NOTICE UNDER REGULATION 21

The proposed development at Land Comprising Birny Hill and 
Standingstone Edge, above Winterhope Reservoir, North of B7068 
Road, approximately 7.5KM to the West of Langholm   (Proposed 
Callisterhall Wind Farm) is subject to environmental impact assessment 
under the Town and Country Planning (Environment Impact Assessment) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2017 as it is likely to have significant effects on the 
environment.

Notice is hereby given that an EIA Report has been submitted to Dumfries and 
Galloway Council by EPower Ltd relating to the planning application in respect 
of:  ERECTION OF WIND FARM COMPRISING SEVEN WIND TURBINES 
(MAXIMUM HEIGHT TO BLADE TIP OF 200 METRES) AND ASSOCIATED 
INFRASTRUCTURE INCLUDING CRANE HARDSTANDINGS AND LAY 
DOWN AREAS, 1 ANEMOMETER MAST (MAXIMUM HEIGHT UP TO 
125 METRES), SUBSTATION, BATTERY STORAGE UP TO 7MW WITH 
ASSOCIATED CONTROL BUILDING, FORMATION OF ACCESS TRACKS, 
WATERCOURSE CROSSINGS, UP TO 3 BORROW PITS, UNDERGROUND 
CABLES, TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION COMPOUND AND ASSOCIATED 
WORKS

REFERENCE NUMBER 22/0930/FUL

Possible decisions relative to the application are:

(i)    Approval without conditions

(ii)   Approval with conditions

(iii)  Refusal

A copy of the EIA Report, the associated application, and other documents 
submitted with the application may be viewed on-line free of charge using the 
Council’s e-planning website at www.dumgal.gov.uk/planning using the above 
case reference number during the period of 30 days beginning with the date 
of this notice.

Hard copies of the Environmental Statement and associated documents may 
be purchased from EPower Ltd, 15 Pitreavie Court, Pitreavie Business Park, 
Dunfermline, KY11 8UU  

Tel:  07769359099

Email: gilbert.stevenson@turnkeydev.com.

Costs for paper copies are as follows:

Hard Copies - £250.00

All documents are available in electronic format on USB - £10.00 

Copies of the Non-Technical Summary (NTS) are available free of charge

Any person who wishes to make representations to Dumfries and Galloway 
Council about the EIA Report should make them within that period by email to 
Planning@dumgal.gov.uk) quoting Ref: 22/0930/FUL

Date: 29th July 2022 

Steve Rogers
Head of Economy and Development

www.dumgal.gov.uk

HEADSTONES AND MEMORIALS

James Rae & Sons
Headstones and Memorials

● Headstones
● Memorials
● Children’s Memorials
● Desks and Vases
● Memorial Design
● Memorial Restoration

11a George Street ● Annan
01461 202083 ● www.jraeandsonsheadstones.co.uk

Advertise with the

E&L
it’s cheaper than you think!

Call 013873 80012 for details

ADVERTISE
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Sports Funding
The “Welcome to Langholm” Future
Champions Awards for talented
young athletes returned this month
after two years of interruptions fol-
lowing Covid-19.
The programme was established in

2016 on the back of the Olympic and
Paralympic Games to support and help
fast-track young local sporting talent
to become the potential medal winners
of the future. 
And in those following four years,

the awards which are funded by The
Stevenson Trust, The Bowman Little
Trust, The Arthur Bell of Langholm
Trust and The Stoneypath Trust, have
awarded £50,750 to 107 young ath-
letes.
This programme which is adminis-

tered by Active Schools and Commu-
nity Sport in Annandale and Eskdale
makes individual awards of £1,000,
£500 and £250. 
Young athletes Conan Harper and

Matilda Brockley from Langholm have
both benefited from funding in previous
years. 
Conan said of his awards: “The fund-

ing I have received has helped me

significantly. It has helped with mem-
bership and competition fees and new
equipment. It has allowed me to travel
more and enter more races which has
ultimately allowed me to improve my
rankings and compete at higher lev-
els.”
Matilda added: “The funding which

I was lucky to receive has helped with
coaching fees, equipment and especially
transport and travel costs that come
with living in a rural area. It has
allowed me to buy specialised training
equipment which I am very thankful
for, as I am for the morale help and
support offered from those involved
with the funding.”
Trustee David Stevenson – a former

Olympic pole vaulter – said “It is very
difficult to reach the highest levels in
your sport while studying or living in
rural Scotland. 
“This new programme will provide

the most promising young athletes in
Annandale and Eskdale with support
that can enhance access to appropriate
coaching, competition, equipment and
facilities. Conan and Matilda are great
examples of what can be achieved and
they are wonderful ambassadors for
our little corner of Scotland”

JUST CHAMPION: Conan Harper is one of the many young athletes to
benefit from the Future Champions Awards.

Narrow defeat
for Legion 

Rain mars bowling clash

Football
Hawick Waverley 3
Langholm Legion 2

Langholm played their first pre-
season friendly last week in their
annual match against Hawick 
Waverley.
A closely-contested match was split

into thirds with Langholm starting
slowly in the first, conceding three
easily avoidable goals - although
the still felt they were still well in the
game going in at the break.
Langholm started to grab a hold of

the game in the second half, with
the Waverley keeper making some
fine saves to keep the Legion at
bay. Langholm finally found the net
after a free-kick was floated into the
area from 30 yards by Craig Cuthbert
with the ball falling to Lee Irving’s
feet who placed it past the keeper.
Things continued to get better for

the Legion at the beginning of the 
final third when Craig Cuthbert slid
a ball through to Brian Mattinson
from the halfway line, who slotted

the ball past the keeper to give the
Legion hope. 
But with Legion pushing for an

equaliser, Hawick managed to break
away and a fine save from Derek
Johnson stopped the Waverley 
getting their fourth.
The game finished 3-2, with both

teams giving a good account of
themselves. A special mention must
go to a number of young lads who
played their first game for Langholm
Legion and fit in well to the team.

Bowling
By Luke Tolson

New Town bowling club held
their annual Castle Craig’s’ day
pairs competition at the weekend,
with 36 pairs competing. The day
was dry up until the third round
where rain persisted until the 
climax of the day. 

The final was played over two ends
due to the conditions of the green
between the Newcastleton pairs of
Jamie Grierson and  Stuart Beadle
and the home side pair of Ian Scott
and Mark Grieve.  
With the Copshaw duo winning 

2-0, the prize money was evenly split
between the finalists.
Beaten semi-finalists were also New

Town members. Paul and Carolle
Warwick who were beaten by the
runners-up and Luke Tolson and
Paul Mitchell who were beaten by
the winners.
Thanks go to all the volunteers who

helped in any way to keep the day
running smoothly. Thanks must also
go to the Castle Craig’s club for their
very generous sponsorship.

Hawick prove tough pre-season opposition

CRAIGS BOWLERS: L-R Jamie, Stuart and president Paul Mitchell presenting the cup. 

Funding awards for
young stars back on track
Future champions to benefit from grants of up to £1000 for training

Craigs Day match hit by adverse conditions
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Hounds
Conditions on Saturday were
perfect for the hounds, and
with a little dampness on the
grass making for good 
trialling. 

The three seniors set off at
full speed with Explore and 
Jazzle fighting it out for the
lead.  Explore was just in front
as they crossed the road at
halfway with Jazzle in hot pur-
suit and Fire Lass about ten
yards behind.  

Word from the road scouts
was that Explore had stopped
in the water meaning Jazzle 
appeared over the top and on
to the finish by about 50 yards.
Fire Lass was a further 50 yards
back to take third.  

Five entries for the first Senior
Graded trail of the season and
Mr Finnegan set the early pace
with Border Pride, Matilda and
Castle Clansman chasing hard
behind.  

It was a blanket finish but the
line came just in time for Clans-
man with Matilda half a length
behind in second, Mr Finnegan
third and Border Pride close up

in fourth. Fire Lady got home
well within the time for fifth.  

The Pups were led out by
Black Thorn with Explore get-
ting left a few yards as he put
in a circle at the back but was
soon to give chase to the others.
When they came over the top
on the finish Explore was in
the lead with the other three
close on his heels but as they
came down the hill he started
to open up a gap and won by
about 10 lengths from Border
Reign and Tallula.  

Blackthorn ran his usual con-
sistent race for fourth, with Fire
Lady some way back in fifth.

Newcastleton 
Saturday 23rd July 

Seniors 
1. Jazzle 2. Explore 3. Fire Lass 
3 Ran Time 27.08
Senior Graded 
1. Castle Clansman 2. Matilda
3. Mr Finnegan 4. Border Pride
5. Fire Lady 
5 Ran Time 30.21
Pups
1. Inspect 2. Border Reign 3.
Tallulah 4. Blackthorn 5. Fire
Side 

5 Ran Time 13.32
All In
1. Lucky Charm 
2 Ran 1 Finished Time 14.08

Edges Green 
Thursday 21st July 

Seniors
1. Fire Lady 2. Jazzle 3. Fire
Lass 4. Delta Scope 5. Delta

Script 6. Castle Clansman 
7 Ran Time 23.45
Pups
1. Inspect 2. Border Reign 
3. Tallulah 4. Blackthorn 
4 Ran Time 20.10
All In
1. Explore 2. Border Pride 
3. Delta Supreme
5 Ran Time 17.14

Castle Clansman leaves 
it late for Seniors win

E&L
SPORT

And now rain stops play

Memories are
made of rugby

Rugby
Langholm RFC held a Rugby Memories morning
at Milntown last Friday which was well attended
by former players and club officials.  
Among those attending were new Honorary 

President Jock Scott , former Langholm and Scotland
player Tommy Elliot back from South Africa and
new life member Wal Hislop.
There were a lot of old match programmes,  mem-

orabilia and photographs on show which made for
an enjoyable occasion and it generated plenty of
banter and laughter among those present .
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REMEMBERING: Jock Scott, Tommy Elliot and Wal Hislop

Cricket
By Graham Park

After a difficult week for the club,
Langholm hoped to get their 
season back on track with a 
return to winning ways against 
Lanercost on Saturday. 
Alas the weather eventually won

out with the game abandoned in
the 33rd over with Lanercost going
well on 153 for two. 
The Langholm skipper Dave

Steele won the toss and elected to
bowl, and his side got off to a great
start when Tony Steele trapped
George Skeer LBW with the score
only on four. 
Soon after Tony clean bowled

Tim Lee for just one to leave the
visitors reeling on nine for two. 

This brought David Ferguson to
the crease to join Laurence Baldwin
and between them the pair steadily
began to repair the damage, pass-
ing 50 in the 19th over. 
But by this time the light drizzle

that had been falling most of the
game had turned heavy enough to
force the players from the field. 

On returning to play the bowlers
found the wet ball difficult to control
and the Lanercost batsman took
full advantage to bring up the 100
in the 26th over. 
Conditions were now awful and

the ball was like a bar of soap, so
in the 33rd over the players left
the field again with Lanercost now
153 for two with both batsman hav-
ing passed 50. 
Both captains agreed that condi-

tions were too severe, and the
match was abandoned with both
sides receiving four points. The
wicket taker for Langholm was Tony
Steele who took 2 for 21. 
There is no game this week, due

to the Common Riding, so it gives
a chance for the squad to recuper-
ate for the challenges that lie ahead
for the remainder of the season. 

MADE IT: Marti Borthwick and Jock Fawkes with Castle Clansman

Washout caps miserable week for Langholm CC

Kick off for Gretna
Gretna FC 2008 kick off their Lowland League
campaign against the University of Stirling
at Raydale Park this Saturday.
Manager Stephen Hatfield has added a whole
host of players to his squad including defender
Sam Gormley, pictured, who has signed from
Leith Athletic.
The Anvils finished their pre-season schedule
with a 1-1 draw with Edinburgh United.
“Our pre-season has gone well and the squad is
shaping up nicely,” said Hatfield.
“We have one or two injury concerns ahead of
the game, but we will hopefully have one or two
new additions to the squad by then.
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