
The guns have been spiked at
a controversial long distance
rifle range in Eskdalemuir.

But the team behind the 2km
range at Clerkhill – deemed by
users to be one of the best in the
UK - have vowed to fight on,
despite a government order to
demolish the facility.

Last week Holyrood backed
an enforcement order which
claimed the facilities had been
built without permission. 

In order to avoid a shutdown,
the team behind Clerkhill would
have to submit plans for a major
development which would require
some form of scrutiny in a public
consultation.

Owner George Birrell of 
Eskdalemuir Forestry Ltd, said:
“We have made no decisions yet

and we are considering our options
- we have a blank canvas.

“The existing infrastructure
can be removed within a day -
we have three months to decide
how we proceed.”

Long shot
Meanwhile a social media post

attributed to operators Gardners
Guns on The Stalking Directory
website - but not officially 
acknowledged and since been
removed from public viewing -
said: “Our appeal against the
Enforcement Notice regarding
the existing buildings at Training
Area 1 was, to be honest, a total
long shot. 

“However, that is not the end
of the road - we are meeting
with the council in the next
week or so to discuss options
going forward and submitting a
Major Development Application.
So the buildings will remain,

we will jump through the extra
hoops and pay the extra fees.”

The government reporter ruled
Eskdalemuir Forestry Ltd has
three months to demolish their
training area, car park, toilets
and target areas at Clerkhill. 

After a site visit, reporter Nick
Smith dismissed the appeal, con-
firming the company doesn’t
have permission for the change
of use of the land to form a
range: “Since the existing use
is agriculture (with possibly
some forestry), this represents
a material change of use. 
Planning permission is required
for but has not been granted.”

Mr Smith also pointed out
there have been concerns locally
about noise impacts from shoot-
ing operations at the training
facility, which is available to
police, military and home office
approved civilian users. 

>Turn to Page 2
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Shot down! 

Last Thursday, Langholm Rotary Club
president, Frankie Steele, welcomed
Langholm’s Front Three to the club’s 
annual Cornet’s night held in the 
Eskdale Hotel. 

Guest speaker for the evening was Langholm
legend Billy Young who toasted Langholm
Common Riding in his own inimitable style.

Previously, at a private function organised,
traditionally by the Cornet’s closest friends,
Ruairi was presented with his spurs. This
event, held in the Golf Club, was a lengthy 
affair lasting most of the night and resulting in
a number of ‘sair heids’!

Speaking to the E & L, Ruairi said that he is
overwhelmed by the kindness and support he
has received from everyone so far and that he
and his family really appreciate it.

Officials rule
Clerkhill range 
must be 
demolished
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Improve your sleep with savings across all of our bed ranges•
3ft beds from £175 including headboard•
4ft6 beds from £220 including headboard and storage•
5ft beds from £260 including headboard and storage•
Including 20% OFF all HARRISON SPINKS•

Free delivery and assembly over a wide area
Stock beds available for immediate delivery

Latimers of Langholm  JULY BED SALE

G. J. Latimer & Co, 51 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH
tel: 013873 80265 | email: info@latimersoflangholm.co.uk

By Penny Johnstone Whirlwind of engagements
ROTARY: Cornet Hotson and his henchmen Henry Jeffrey and Iain Little are welcomed to Langholm Rotary
Club’s Cornet’s Night by president Frankie Steele and guest speaker Billy Young

SPUR DO: Ruairi receives his spurs from great
friend Ryan Johnstone at a function in the Golf Club
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Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

Church Notices
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Summing up, he said: “The appeal
has failed on all grounds pled by
the appellant. Accordingly, I dis-
miss the appeal and uphold the
enforcement notice.”
A council spokesperson wel-

comed the decision and said the
Enforcement Notice is still valid.

Buddhists

The failure of the appeal was
also welcomed by the Buddhist
monks at the nearby Tibetan
monastery who had written to
the Scottish government saying
the enforcement notice was nec-
essary for the protection of 
Buddhism in the valley. 

“Whilst we are pleased to hear
that the Scottish Government has 
found no grounds for appealing
the council's enforcement notice,
we are aware that our neighbours
are considering submitting plans
under a major development 
application instead.  
“If this goes ahead, we hope

there will be an adequate oppor-
tunity for public consultation on
the issue,” a spokesperson for
Samye Ling said.

No grounds for appealing enforcement

If you can’t stand the heat…
The news that Eskdalemuir was, on Monday at least, the hottest place in Scotland, will
come as no surprise to anyone out and about in temperatures which were more akin to
Spain and Portugal than Dumfries and Galloway.
But while it was certainly very hot, we can’t help feeling the advice from government

and health officials verged at times on the hysterical. By all means tell us the potential
dangers of extreme heat, but at least credit us with a little bit of common sense. 
After all, most of us can’t wait to escape the usual dreich Scottish summer and jet off to

the 30C heat of Spain and Portugal every year. 

54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

Family___________
Announcements

MSP Smyth welcomes
Dumfries bus reprieve
South Scotland MSP Colin
Smyth is hopeful a new deal will
see a reprieve for the current
bus service between Dumfries
and Edinburgh, which is set to
end in August. 
The current contract to run the

service is subsidised by almost
£300,000 from Strathclyde 
Partnership for Transport (SPT),
South West of Scotland Transport
Partnership (SWESTRANs) and
Scottish Borders Council.  
Discussions are taking place 

between the three agencies, 
including a consideration by 
Scottish Borders Council to reverse
cuts in funding they made to sub-
sidise the service last year, to allow
a continuation in the route until at
least December, with an option to

extend to March 2023 if needed.
This would allow further time to
consider long term options.
“Such a reprieve is important to

allow time to look at longer term
plans. It really would be shameful
if our capital was not linked by a
direct bus service,” said Mr Smyth.
“I am pleased that the three local

agencies have responded to calls
to at least buy time to consider a
way forward that ensures we main-
tain a link. Passenger numbers
vary from different parts of the
South of Scotland, but what is
clear is the fact this is a vital
service for those who use it.
“I have spoken with a consider-

able number of people across the
area all with different stories as to
why this service is vital to them,

whether for work or to stay con-
nected with family, and we need
to keep working to maintain it in
the long term”.
Strathclyde Partnership for 

Transport (SPT) have published
proposals for an alternative service
that would run from Crawford in
Lanarkshire to Harthill Services,
to allow a link for onward journeys
to Edinburgh, but the move has
been criticised by Mr Smyth. 
“The so-called alternative from

SPT really is a non-starter,” he
said. “Not only does it fail to con-
nect with the borders. Midlothian
and Dumfries and Galloway, but
doesn’t even connect South 
Lanarkshire to Edinburgh and even
the times are totally unworkable
for many people.”

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale and

Canonbie Churches
welcome you to
Sunday worship

10am Liddesdale and
11:30 Canonbie.

Rev Morag Crossan
on 07861736071 or
email mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church Services
Sunday 24th July
Langholm 10am

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Tel: 013873 73755.

Charity no. SCO11946

Thanks for Sympathy

RUTHERFORD, Jean

The family of the late Jean Rutherford would like to 
express their heartfelt gratitude to family, friends and
neighbours for the kind expressions of sympathy 
extended to them in so many ways following their
recent loss.
Grateful thanks go to all NHS staff and Marie Curie
nurses involved in Jean’s care, and also to Hedley and
Turnbull for their guidance with the funeral arrangements. 
Thanks also to the Buccleuch Centre for their outstanding
hospitality and to all who contributed to the £470 raised
for Marie Curie cancer care in memory of Jean.

Contact us at the E&L:  Office 013873 80012
Editor Nick Brownlee,    Features Editor Gilly Fraser   
All correspondence to: newsdesk@eladvertiser.co.uk

DELIGHTED: Monks at the Samye
Ling monastery have welcomed the

decision to deny the Clerkhill appeal

share the news of any..........
• engagements
• marriages
• anniversaries
• births
• thank yous
• congratulations
Contact us on 013873 80012

sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
is part funded by

Dumfriesshire East
Community Benefit Group

and charitable trusts 
and individuals 
from the community 
of Langholm.



By Gilly Fraser

People who visit Newcastle-
ton often find they have
something in common –
namely that they come back.
Again and again. Many love
it so much they even decide
to up sticks and move to
the village, to become part
of the vibrant community
life. 
Copshaw has somehow

managed to buck the trend
besetting so many other
places of similar size which
have become little more
than dormitories for com-
muters working elsewhere.
But it has also avoided the
trap of becoming a honeypot
destination for tourists to

the detriment of its own 
residents. 
Those two very important

elements of Copshaw life
are reflected and explored
in the village website which
has just been given a major
overhaul. The website cre-
ators admit the old pages
were creaking a bit and get-
ting somewhat dusty round
the edges, so they buckled
down and have given it a
fresh new look. 
Now anyone venturing

onto visitnewcastleton.com
will find a rich variety of
things to see and do in the
village and surrounding
area, from the outdoor pur-
suits of Rock UK to the
spooky delights of 

Hermitage Castle and much
more besides. 
And local folk need not

feel left out because live-
newcastleton.com is de-
signed with them in mind,

promising to feature the local
characters, stories and hap-
penings which make the vil-
lage so unique. So it cer-
tainly won’t ever suffer from
a shortage of material!
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Bund work
begins
By Gilly Fraser

Work has begun on new flood
prevention measures in 
Newcastleton. 
An embankment is being built

which will run along the riverside
next to the road for approxi-
mately 367 metres. The bund
was originally planned to be
0.3m above the existing road
level but this has been increased
to 0.5m following consultations
with local people. The new 
design now incorporates a small
stub wall at the North Liddle
Street end. This means demount-
able barriers can be attached if
necessary, which would extend
defences as required. 
In a letter to residents, Scottish

Borders Council says a trench
will be dug to the dimensions
of a prefilled dumpy bag, ap-
proximately 1x1 metre, then
backfilled to the shape of the
graded bund. This will be covered
with topsoil plus coir-type mat-
ting for stability. The slopes will
be covered in soil, raked and
seeded.
The council say the work is

being carried out in 100 metre
sections so disruption will be
limited, but there will be localised
parking suspensions and tem-
porary closures for sections of
the road. 
Daffodil beds and benches

along the riverside have been
removed and put in safe storage
for the duration but will be 
re-sited in the Autumn when the
community council decides
where best to place them..

New wind farm bid
for Langholm site
Developer scales back original plan 
By Penny Johnstone

Revised plans have been sub-
mitted to build seven wind
turbines – of up to 200 metres
tall – on land at Birny Hill,
four and a half miles west of
Langholm.
It follows an earlier applica-

tion last autumn by developer
E-Power Limited for 10 taller
windmills of up to 220m in
height, at Callisterhall on the
Lockerbie road.
The scaled back submission

to planners comes after a con-
sultation with local residents
and is considerably smaller
than the original scheme 
intended by the company in
2019 for a much larger Section
36 development across 2000
hectares, incorporating 25 tur-
bines of 220m tall, which would
have been dealt with by the
Scottish government’s Energy
Consent Unit.

£6 million
The developer says its current

proposal lodged with the coun-
cil for Callisterhall wind farm
would generate a financial div-
idend of almost £6 million to
support local community pro-
jects over its operational life-
time.  
The windmills would be con-

structed on hillside above 
Winterhope Reservoir.    
And the firm says its project

is capable of producing just
over 39 megawatts of power,
enough to meet the annual 
energy needs of more than

28,000 households.   
The Birny Hill site lies 

immediately south of a larger
group of operational or pro-
posed wind farm developments,
which has caused some con-
cerned to local people worried
about an over concentration of
turbines.
The applicant insists however

that the landscape is capable
of accommodating the project
without any significant detri-

mental impact. 
In its planning statement, 

E-Power says it's committed
to ensuring local businesses
share the economic benefits of
the project and anticipates that
10 per cent or up to £3.2 million
worth of contracts linked to
the wind farm will go to firms
in the area.    
The scheme is also expected

to deliver an annual community
benefit fund of £196,000

New home button for the Holm
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Standing on the corner, watching all the world go by – Isabel Elliot
outside her shop

TURBINE: Callisterhall will be the latest wind farm scheme to go online

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

find your TOUR...
with a BIKE

www.bikeseven.co.uk

Unit 2 Sandilands, Longtown
CA6 5LY  t. 01228 792497

1/2 Market Street, Carlisle
CA3 8QJ  t. 01228 739926

NEWS
IN BRIEF

PHEW... it really
was a scorcher!
Eskdalemuir hottest in
Scotland at 32.3C
Eskdalemuir was the hottest
place in Scotland on Monday,
as the UK sizzled in an 
unprecedented July heatwave.
An official temperature of

32.3C was recorded in the 
region, beating the record set
at Greycrook in August 2003.
But the dubious honour didn’t

last as the mercury continued
to climb on Tuesday. The Met
Office confirmed that 
Charterhall, in Berwickshire,
had provisionally set the new
record with a scorching 34.8C. 
Most of Scotland saw high

temperatures on Monday, with
Edinburgh and Aberdeenshire
passing the 30C mark. The
heatwave continued overnight
with a high of 20.5C at 
Dundrennen, Kirkcudbright-
shire, which was close to the
Scottish record of 20.9 C reg-

istered on 26 July 2019.
The national high was a

record of 40.2C, recorded at
Heathrow in London on 
Tuesday.
However Met Office predic-

tions that things would return
to normal after Tuesday proved
correct, with Langholm sitting
around the 20C mark on
Wednesday.
And forecasters said: “Tem-

peratures are expected to start
to return closer to normal for
the time of year from the mid-
dle of next week onwards as
cooler air pushes across the
country from the west."
According to the Met Office

tomorrow will see a mixture
of sunny spells and showers
across Scotland with tempera-
tures returning to more typical
high-teens.



By Penny Johnstone

The family of the Lockerbie
bomber has been refused per-
mission by the UK Supreme
Court to launch an appeal
against his conviction.
Former Libyan intelligence
officer Abdelbaset al-Megrahi
was found guilty in 2001 of
mass murder and jailed for life
with a minimum term of 27
years.
He was the only person to be
convicted of the bombing of
Pan-Am flight 103 in 1988.
Megrahi’s son, Ali al-Megrahi,
said he was “deeply disappointed”
by the Supreme Court’s ruling.
He lost a third appeal at the
High Court in Edinburgh in
January last year against his
late father’s conviction.
And now the Supreme Court
has ruled that permission to 
appeal against that decision

should be refused, saying the
“application does not raise an
arguable point of law”.
270 people were killed in
Britain’s largest terrorist atrocity
when the plane from London
to New York was brought down
over Lockerbie. 
Lawyer Aamer Anwar, rep-
resenting the Megrahi family, 
insisted this was not the end of
the matter as he would take
the case back to the Scottish 
Criminal Cases Review 
Commission (SCCRC) to con-
tinue to pursue an appeal.
Mr Anwar said: “Ali told 
me he was eight years old 
when his father went to the
Netherlands to stand trial. When
his father returned to Libya to
die, Ali spent most of his time
next to his father and said that
until his dying breath he main-
tained his innocence.

“The Megrahis regard their
father as the 271st victim of
Lockerbie.”
Megrahi was released from
prison in Scotland in 2009 on
compassionate grounds after
being diagnosed with terminal
cancer and died in Libya in

2012.
The Libyan first lodged an
appeal against his conviction
in 2007 but it was abandoned
in 2009 before he was granted
compassionate release.
In March 2020, the SCCRC
referred Megrahi’s case to the
High Court, as a possible mis-
carriage of justice may have
occurred.
Mr Anwar said: “The reputa-
tion of the Scottish criminal
justice system has suffered badly
both at home and internationally
because of widespread doubts
about the conviction of Mr al-
Megrahi.
“For my legal team, it has
been eight long years but for
the families we represent, it
has been 33 long years of strug-
gle for truth and justice. Sadly
that struggle is not over,” said
Mr Anwar.
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One great trip planned
for Armstrong clan
The family of the first man
on the Moon are making a
special visit to Langholm, it
has been confirmed.
Ten members of Neil 
Armstrong’s family will be mak-
ing the trip from the USA in
September to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the space pio-
neer’s visit to the town, where
he became the first Freeman of
Langholm.
The visit, organised by the
Langholm Alliance, also coincides
with the 400th anniversary of
Langholm becoming a burgh.
The celebrations will com-
mence at Gilnockie Tower on
September 11 with a Border
Reiver re-enactment followed
by an evening of speeches and
traditional Scottish entertain-
ment.
Michelle Nichol of the
Langholm Alliance said: “Neil’s
visit to Langholm was a huge
event in the town’s history, and
we’re thrilled that his family
have agreed to come to the town
to celebrate not only that mem-
orable occasion, but the 400th
anniversary.
In March 1972 – three years
after he walked on the lunar
surface – Neil Armstrong arrived
in Edinburgh to present the pres-
tigious Mountbatten Lecture.
From Edinburgh he travelled to
Langholm, to be greeted by
packed streets and pipe bands. 
He and his wife Janet were

then taken from the Town Hall
to the Parish Church, where he
was awarded the Freedom of
Langholm and took the alle-
giance to the town. 
“It is said that the most diffi-
cult place to be recognised is
one’s home town; and I consider
this now my home town,” he
said. 
The scroll that awarded Neil
his freedom was presented to
him in a wooden model of

Gilnockie Tower, the home of
distant relative Johnnie 
Armstrong. 
Neil had the opportunity to
visit the tower while in
Langholm and he ascended the
spiral staircase to look out across
the borderlands from the walk-
way that encircled the tower,
just as earlier Armstrongs had
done during troubled times on
the border.
At the time of his visit,

Gilnockie Tower was an aban-
doned ruin, its roof gone and
its interior floors in a collapsed
state. Today, the tower has been
repaired and is a visitor centre
welcoming people from all over
the world. The walkway has
been secured, so that once more
visitors can stand where both
the reiver Johnnie Armstrong
and Neil Armstrong the Moon
Man stood to survey the 
borderlands.

Family to celebrate 50 years since Neil’s Langholm visit

Lockerbie bomber: appeal denied

Members’
meetings 
update
A Common Riding members
meeting was held in the Crown
Hotel on 13th June. 
The bushes close to the water
crossing on the river Ewes had
been cut back to improve the
view of the Castleholm sod cut-
tings. There were some bushes
still to be cut close to the meeting
of the waters which would be
done in due course.
It was decided to obtain a firm
quotation from Piggotts Flag mak-
ers for a replacement flag. Buying
a new flag would be a cheaper
option than insuring the current
flag. If a new flag was purchased,
it would be kept in a different 
location from the current flag.
Claire Johnston had agreed to
act as stance convenor. Claire
would act as the contact for all
stances on Common Riding Day.
The Cornet had chosen the
Common Riding tie which was
on order. The cost of the tie was
still to be confirmed.
Four security guards would be
employed from 12 noon until
7pm on Common Riding Day.
They would initially patrol the
entrances and thereafter other
points on the field including the
high jump area and gazebos close
to the racetrack.
It was confirmed that the 
Common Riding Hound Trail
was advertised on The Hound
Trailing Association website and
was open to all codes.
The clean up operation after
the Common Riding was dis-
cussed. It was suggested that a
local group could be asked to
help with the clean up in exchange
for a donation. Any local organ-
isations who were interested
would be encouraged to contact
the secretary. 

Report from the Common 
Riding members meeting held
on 4th July in the Crown Hotel. 
At the outset the Chairman read
out applications to become mem-
bers from Michaela Maxwell and
Kieran Johnstone. Both were
readily accepted. Michaela 
became the first woman to join
the Common Riding members.
The drain just through the gate
onto Whita Hill from the Kirk-
wynd had been cleared.
Regarding a quotation from
Piggotts for a re-placement flag,
pictures would be taken and sent
off once the flag was on the flag-
pole ready for Common Riding
day.
4 security guards had been con-
firmed and would attend the
Castleholm from 12 noon to 7pm
on Common Riding day.
Common Riding ties were to
be sold for £10 this year with
rosettes £6 and 80p per metre
for ribbon.
New stands and a crossbar
would be purchased for the high
jump competition.
G4S were unable to provide
gate operatives this year. The
services of 6 gate people had
however been secured.
For the clean up operation the
day after the Common Riding a
12 yard skip would be used as
well as wheelie bins.
Preparations were well ahead
on the Castleholm. The grass
would be cut in the next few
days and a squad would attend
on Wednesday next. The bunting
would be put up by the members
on Sunday 10th July.
Despite initial doubts, the coun-
cil confirmed that they would
erect the necessary signage for
the road closure on Common
Riding day.

COVID boost
for over 50s
Everyone over the age of 50
will be offered an additional
Covid booster jab in the 
autumn. 
The move - confirmed by the
Scottish government - is designed
to top up immunity and cut the
risk of becoming severely ill.
Other groups of people at higher
risk from the virus will also be
given another dose of the Covid
vaccine. For some, it will be
their sixth dose.
They include care home resi-
dents and staff, frontline health
workers and people with some
health conditions.
The announcement came as
the Office for National Statistics 

estimated that Covid rates in
Scotland increased for the sixth
week in a row, with 1 in 16 peo-
ple estimated to have had the
virus in the week ending July 7. 
The updated advice on vaccine
boosters comes from the Joint
Committee on Vaccination and
Immunisation (JCVI) and will
be followed across the UK.
Health Secretary Humza Yousaf
said: "The additional booster
dose will improve your level of
protection significantly and is
the best way to protect yourself,
your family and of course the
NHS when we head into the
busy winter months."
Letters will be sent out eligible
groups next month, with 
appointments for the booster jabs
starting in September. Where
possible, flu vaccinations will
be given at the same time.

LEGAL: Lawyer Aamer Anwar 
(courtesy of scottishlegal.com)

REACHING FOR THE STARS: Neil Armstrong meets Langholm Cornet, Robin Nixon, in 1972
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No baby
blues here Craigs make

wise decision
By Gilly Fraser

Cancelling a much anticipated
event can never be an easy
thing for the organisers, but
with record temperatures fore-
cast, the Castle Craigs Club
made the very wise decision
to pull the plug on the Ewes
Valley rideout which should
have taken place on Tuesday
evening. 
In a statement the club said it
was a real shame for the Cornet,
but the welfare of the horses
had to be put right at the top of
the priority list. Riders who had
been planning to do the rideout
said they fully understood why
it had been cancelled and that
the committee were doing the
right thing by being cautious. 
______________________

Business as
usual: Jack
Local MP Alister Jack claims the
Tory levelling-up process in 
Dumfries and Galloway will not
be affected by the imminent
change of Prime Minister.
The Scottish Secretary also says
that whilst political events at national
level have been the centre of media
attention, the everyday work of gov-
ernment is continuing.
Mr Jack said: “The programmes to
target funding at projects that will
support economic development and
community regeneration have been
at the heart of the UK agenda and I
would expect that to remain the
case.
“This work is as important as ever
as we deal with the on-going impact
of Covid, the war in Ukraine and
the resulting international energy
shortages and cost-of-living 
challenges.”
Among transport projects submitted
through the local authority are 
increasing the network of electric
vehicle charging points, adding 16
electric buses to the council fleet,
improving cycle and walking routes
and, supported by neighbouring 
Dumfriesshire MP David Mundell,
an ambitious redevelopment of 
Annan Harbour greatly increasing
leisure and visitor potential._____________________

Langholm
Bridge Club
8th July
1st Bob Francombe & George 
Graham 2nd Nancy McLure &
Alison Mullock 3rd Doug Dixon
& Tom Stothart 4th Louise 
Grierson & Janet Ivison.
15th July
1st Bob Francombe & George
Graham 2nd Tricia Reynolds &
Richard Von Slicher 3rd Doug
Dixon & Nancy McLure 4th=
Sandra Ritchie & Scott Muir
and Jan Dunckley & Aileen
Graham.

Cornets visit toddlers
For the first time since 2019,
Langholm Baby & Toddler
group welcomed the Cornet
to their Common Riding 
Party.
Ruairi Hotson and his right
and left were entertained from
start to finish by around 40 
children and their parents, grand-
parents and friends. Party games
were played, Common Riding
songs were sung and Henry 
Jeffrey even entertained the
company by playing his flute!
The Cornet had the important
job of judging the Common
Riding art competition, which
the children had been busy
working on at the group over
the past few weeks. The winners
were presented with a certificate
and prize, while several certifi-
cates and books were presented
to children who were leaving
toddlers to move on to Nursery
and Playcare.
A presentation was made to
Shona Robson who gives up
her time most weeks to volunteer
at the group and help with the

running of activities, while a
buffet made by Rachel Stewart,
Tracey Goodfellow and Moira
Johnson was enjoyed by all. 
The group are now having a
summer break and will start up
again on August 14, hopefully
with a Teddy Bears Picnic at
the cricket club. 
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By Brian Hinchcliffe

Bright and early on 
Sunday morning the
Muckle Toon started to
dress up for the Common
Riding. The Common 
Riding Committee’s stal-
wart team, armed with
high-reach ladders began
the massive task of raising
the town’s bunting.
As Langholm was waking

up to a beautiful, sunny
summer Sunday, the team
began at the Buccleuch 
Centre and steadily worked
their way along, finally
reaching the Market Place
at 9.30. 
Common Riding Vice
Chairman Tommy Morrison
told the E&L, “This is the
moment we’ve been looking
forward to. Suddenly the
place looks extra lively with
something special about to
happen. It’s saying to the
world that the Common 

Riding is here. We’re back
to normal!”

Team-work
Operation Bunting is a well-
researched piece of team-
work. During the Covid in-
terruption, in preparation for
the day, every section of the
decorations was sorted, bun-
dled and boxed according
to their destination. As the
road width varies, so each 
appropriate, labelled length
of bunting was delivered in
a member’s pick-up truck

to be securely strung across
the roadway. Covid may well
have interrupted 
rehearsals but Sunday’s 
operation was as slick as
ever.
After pausing for the E&L

photo the lads set off on the
final stretch up the steep
sides of the Kirk Wynd. The
E&L was pleased to note
that all ladder operations
were carried out with the
correct safety procedures.
No mishaps allowed on our
Common Riding!

Flagging up the
Common Riding

HANDFUL: Front Three handle double-trouble Quinn Cavers and Arlo Carruthers with a smile

CANNY: Easy does it Fred!

PALS: Cornet Ruairi Hotson 
with Alfie Earsman

NEWS
IN BRIEF

PHOTOSHOOT: Members of Langholm Baby & Toddler Group pose with the Cornet

FLAG MEN:
The team in the 
Market Place
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Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES
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A network of farmers who believe passion-
ately in sustainable farming have squared up
to the President of NFU Scotland following his
recent claim that environmental delivery is 
incompatible with food production. 
Martin Kennedy used examples from his own

farm to dispute claims that agriculture depletes
soil carbon, calling the campaign to base agricul-
tural policy on the environment rather than food
production, ‘extremely dangerous.’
Now the Nature Friendly Farming Network has

hit back in a letter to Martin Kennedy, signed by
Michael Clarke who farms at Kirtlebridge near
Lockerbie and several other south of Scotland
farmers. 

Objectives
The signatories say they are all commercial

farmers and crofters committed to their busi-
nesses and food production and to working with
nature to achieve those objectives.  
The letter continues:
“As farmers, we have considerable agency to

make significant and meaningful contributions
for the good of humanity and our planet for the
long term. We can only do that by converging our
strengths, guided by good science, which is 
readily available and grows clearer by the day. 

“Farming should accept and deliver on a mul-
tiplicity of fronts, which includes exemplary
food and biodiversity outputs; not to the lowest
common denominator. ‘Business as usual’ is not
giving us the solution. We need to re-think the
way we farm and the way we produce food.”
The members also say the climate crisis is ter-

rifying and that to suggest otherwise is likely to
cause rancour and confrontation at a time when
farmers should all be pulling together.

Proposals to build a solar
farm just south of the border
have been criticised by one
Newcastleton man who says
much more thought needs to
be given to the way we use
our agricultural land.
A public consultation is cur-

rently being held into the plans
which would see the creation
of a 49.9 megawatts solar farm
on 88 hectares of arable and
grazing land near Brampton. It
would be capable of generating
electricity for 13,500 homes
every year. The developer says
it would save up to 295,000
tons of CO2 emissions over
thirty years. 
Copshaw resident Andrew

Bowman took to the pages of
Facebook to express his con-
cerns, saying it would be a serious
loss of land which should be
used for food production.

“At the current rate the UK
will be importing all our food,”
he said. “We are an island nation
and should be self-sufficient in
producing our own food. All
this massive growth in housing
development, ‘carbon offsetting
forest developments’, and pro-
jects like this one are not only
depriving us of the land for
food production but increasing
the water run-off into the rivers
etc which increases the flood
risk to communities, especially
those built on flood plains.
“We, as a society need to be

very careful what we wish for,
because very soon the damage
will be done and there'll be no
coming back. Land is finite and
once it's gone it's gone.”
Members of the public can

submit their views to the con-
sultation via www.leapsriggs
solarfarm.co.uk

Solar farm proposals

New committee members 
vital to success of show 
People love agricultural shows.
They’re wonderful social
events, bringing families and
friends together and it’s not
unusual to find folk travelling
miles with livestock, horses,
arts and crafts and their best
baking efforts to compete in a
variety of classes for the grand
prize of a rosette, a certificate,
or a coveted trophy. It’s been
that way for years. 
They’re deeply embedded in

the very heart of countryside
tradition. However, they don’t
run themselves and there are
very real fears that the future of
some shows could be in doubt
unless more people step forward
to play their part.
As Chair of Langholm Show,

it’s Michelle Jardine’s job to
oversee the Secretaries, run com-
mittee meetings and generally
make sure everything comes 
together as planned. She says
finding new committee members
is vital. 
“Volunteers do come forward

to help, especially the week 
before to help set everything up,
but it’s not so easy to get new

people onto the committee. Some
of the older members would like
to retire but the younger ones
are often not keen to come to
committee meetings. But they
are the future of the show, so
we’re having a big push on that.”

Tough
This year Michelle has the

added issue of getting everything
up and running again after the

show had to be cancelled in 
recent years not just because of
Covid but also due to bad weather.
It’s proving a tough task.
“People have got out of the

habit. Usually you know from
month to month what’s supposed
to be happening and there are
regular meetings and so on, but
it’s been more difficult than we
expected to get back in gear and
even to convince them that it is

all going to go ahead. After the
last couple of years, we’re left
with that element of doubt, will
it happen or will it not?
“Even people who usually

come to the show like sponsors,
some of them just aren’t there
so far this year or maybe they’re
not sponsoring as many things
as they used to. So yes, every-
thing’s a little bit of a battle so
far.”

TRADITION: Agricultural shows are at the very heart of the countryside

Farm visits will be offered to
a greater number of pupils in
the Borders thanks to a co-
operative which provides ser-
vices for rural businesses. 
The Borders Machinery Ring

(BMR) has given funding to
the Royal Highland Education
Trust (RHET) to help pay for
the cost of buses for farm visits.
The sum hasn’t been disclosed
but is described as “substantial”. 
The RHET wants to give chil-

dren the chance to learn about
food, farming and the country-
side and to understand the 
environmental, economic and
social realities of rural Scotland.
Its organisers say the BMR
funding is invaluable to them
especially at a time of rising
costs. It will make it possible
for some schools to make farm
visits which they have not been
able to for some time. 
Borders Machinery Ring man-

ager Michael Bayne said: “The
work RHET is doing with

schools is invaluable in teaching
children about food, farming
and the countryside. BMR is
delighted to help support the
school transport costs and play
a role in ensuring these farm
visits continue. 
“It is so important for our 

industry to maintain the link
with the next generation. A

spark of interest from a child
on a farm visit is all it takes to
develop a desire to follow a 
future career within the land-
based sector.”
Teachers and leaders of chil-

dren’s groups are invited to con-
tact RHET for more information
on their food and farming days
and visits. 

DISPUTE: Martin Kennedy of NFUS

Nature Friendly Farming

Farming with Gilly Fraser

Farm visit boost for kids

DOWN ON THE FARM: More children are set to enjoy visits like this
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A bit of good
news about
petrol!

The Langholm Gulf Petrol
Station nominated two local
charities from the town, who
were put into a quarterly
draw to be in with a chance
of winning £1000.  Both were
successful recipients.
To vote for the nominated

charity you need to get a Gulf
oomph loyalty card either from
the petrol station or you can
sign up online at www.
Oomphfuelrewards.co.uk or you

can download the app on your
mobile phone.
With every spend at a Gulf

petrol station, you gain points
which when accumulated, can
be used to vote for the nomi-
nated charity or you can use
the points to be entered into a
monthly draw to win a bundle
of goodies for your own 
personal use.
The next charity up for nom-

ination is the XCEL project.
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OOMPH!: Julie Adamson of Martins presents Langholm Day Centre

By Katherine Latimer

A dinner was hosted by
Langholm Young Riders on
Friday the 8th of July at the
Masonic Lodge. Cornet Hotson
along with Right and Left-
Hand Men Henry Jeffrey and
Iain Little were in attendance,
as well as Semi-Jubilee Cornet
Simon Wood. Chairing the
event was Chris Tait.
Those in attendance were en-

tertained by songs from Hughie
Donaldson, a toast to the 
Common Riding by Tom Hen-
derson, a toast to the Young Rid-
ers from Hannah Jeffrey, and a
toast to the Cornet by Danny
Hotson. Chris Tait delighted the
crowd by crying the fair, before
Mollie Phillips gladly presented
Cornet Hotson with his bowler
hat, and a present for Semi-
Jubilee Cornet Wood. Hughie
Donaldson gave the Vote of
Thanks.

The Young Riders now boasts
56 members, with 45 of those
attending the dinner. Thanks go

to Kate, Angela and Sheena for
serving a wonderful meal and
Paul for keeping the bar going. 

Bowler presented

TOP TABLE: Speakers and entertainers at the Bowler Hat Do are, l to r
Tom Henderson. Hannah Jeffrey, Hughie Donaldson and Danny Hotson

2 MONKEYS: Play Care children and staff are delighted with their award

Langholm’s Agnieszka
Pinczak has come top of the
class from the latest intake
of probationary police 
officers.
Agnieszka was one of 291 

probationers to pass out from the
Police Scotland College at Tullialan,
having completed her intensive
training course. 
And she so impressed her trainers,

she was awarded the “Endeavour
Award”, presented to the probationer
with the greatest overall 
commitment.
Agnieszka will now become one

of nine officers to join the Dumfries
& Galloway Division. 

Aga is a top cop

If you claim some 
bene ts or tax credits, 
you might be eligible  
to get an additional 
£650 from the  
UK Government*.

Search ‘cost of  
living support’
*Eligibility criteria apply

There’s help for 
households with the  
cost of living

BOBBY DAZZLER: Aga Pinczak
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Great weekend kicks off 2022 celebrations 
Good 
decisions
pay off
Under beautiful blue skies,
more than seventy riders
gathered for the Benty Ride-
out, making a welcome 
return to the Langholm
Common Riding calendar
after a Covid-enforced 
absence. And for the first
time, women were able to
take part in the Benty which
had traditionally been male-
only.
Castle Craigs President Dale

Irving says it was an easy 
decision to make.
“We decided to drop the 

Sunday rideout which was
open to women,” he says, “so
we thought it was only fair to
open the Benty to them, and
we also wanted to get more
followers.”  
That clearly paid off, with

around twenty-five women rid-
ers swelling the numbers, in-
cluding Langholm Baker
Nicole Beattie who has been
a keen supporter of all things
Common Riding since first
taking part at the age of seven.
She says she thoroughly en-
joyed the opportunity to ride
the Benty for the first time.
“It was very exciting indeed,”

she says, “and really nice to
see such a good turnout of
men and women, because the
Benty had been dropping num-
bers in recent years and this
really brought the life back
into it.”
Nicole says the rideout defi-

nitely isn’t for novices as there
are some tricky canters, but

on Saturday the horses’ welfare
was top priority so they kept
to a pretty steady pace because
of the heat. 
The following day saw the

Pony Rideout and a Fun Day
for all the family. Nicole says
there was something for ev-
eryone.
“The day set off with pony

games in the morning with
the Eskdale Pony Club, then
there was the rideout which
was assisted by Langholm
Young Riders and the turnout
was just brilliant. Afterwards
there were games for the kids
organised by the Xcel Project.

People brought picnics and
deckchairs and it was a fan-
tastic family day out.”
The whole weekend has been

hailed as a terrific success and
Dale says much credit and
thanks must be given to the
landowners whose land they
ride across.
“The rideouts couldn’t go

ahead without them allowing
us to do this, and we’re always
really grateful to them.” 

BOSS: Castle Craigs Club
president Dale Irving

FIRST-TIMERS: l to r Ailidh Scott, Ellie Hotson and Sadie Cropper
Photo: Alan Weatherstone

DEPARTURE: Ruairi, Henry and Iain lead the riders out of Langholm heading for the Benty
Photo: K. Latimer Photography

IDYLLIC: Ideal location for the horses to have a rest
Photo: K. Latimer Photography

ARRIVAL: Cornet Hotson leads the Benty riders into the village
Photo: Mairi Telford Jammeh

TOP TABLE: Henry Jeffrey, Ruairi Hotson, Dale Irving, Iain Little and Kevan Hotson
Photo: Alan Weatherstone

AULD HAN’: John Murray looks very much the part as he departs 
the Benty                                                   Photo: K. Latimer Photography 

Glorious weather makes for near-perfect conditions for ride to Benty, Pony Club Games, the Pony Rideout and the inaugural Castle Craigs Family Fun day

PONY CLUB: Fun and games on the Castleholm
Photo: K. Latimer Photography

FAMILY AFFAIR: The Denton Family 
Photo: K. Latimer Photography

MUM: Abbie Johnstone and daughter Seren
Photo: K. Latimer Photography

MUM: Emmy Kingstree takes Mum Claire on the Pony Rideout
Photo: K. Latimer Photography

DAD: Daniel Barker leads sons Kai and Oscar over the Langholm Bridge
Photo: K. Latimer Photography

WINNER: Cornet Ruairi Hotson presents Flynn Rose with his winnings from the races at the cricket club
Photo: Castle Craigs Club

BOWLER: Left-Hand Man Iain Little gets involved in the Family Fun Day antics
Photo: Castle Craigs Club
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Starting Point – Take the
Lockerbie Road out of
Langholm (B7068) and at
Wauchope Schoolhouse turn
left towards Canonbie on this
C class road for about a mile
and park at the crossroads
next to the entrance to the
Drove Road to Old Irvine
across the moor. The road to
take is the road to the right
beside the wood which is on
your left as you walk.
The start of the walk on the

first leg of the triangle takes
you past many trees which were
blown over by Storm Arwen
on Friday 26th November 2019. 
The sheer power of this storm

can be seen on your left with
the many trees uprooted by the
storm. This is a nice straight
road with open moorland on
your right once you are past
the forest. The road takes a
small turn to the left and you
can soon see a track across the
moor where there are now wind
turbines with more of them
planned in the future. Continue
on the metalled road until you
come to the farm Barnglieshead
where you take a sharp turn to
the left for the second leg of
the triangle. 
The second stage on yet 

another quiet C road is straight
until you come to Tomshielburn
where there is a bend in the
road as you cross this Burn.
Soon after this you pass 

Saughtree Cottages on your left
and then at the next junction
take the left turn signposted to
Langholm for the third leg of
the triangle of roads. 
The final stretch of road has a

recently felled wood on your
left and open moorland on the
right. One feature of much of
this walk is the many Beech
Hedges that have been well
trimmed by various farmers.
There is nothing quite like a
nice Beech hedge. You will
soon cross the Kerr Burn and
farm on your right and eventu-
ally arrive back at the entrance
on your right to the Drove Road
to Old Irving. 
The main feature of this walk

is the peace and tranquillity of
rural roads with many birds and
wild flowers to see as you can
make full use of the straight
roads, but please be careful at
the odd bend just in case a car
appears.

SEA VIEW: The view across the Solway on leg 2 of the Triangle

Walk the Walk
Closer to home this time, our walking guru 
Gavin Graham takes us on the Kerr triangle

COMRADES: Mike and Charlie joined Gavin to walk the Kerr Triangle VIEWS: Looking north towards Tinnis Hill on leg 3 of the Triangle.

Distance – 4.5 Miles
(Easy)
Start Grid - NY339795
Time – 2 Hours
Total ascent – 386ft.
All C Class roads which
are very quiet. I have
walked this route three
times this year and only
seen 1 vehicle in total
and that was the post
van. 

ARWEN: The blown over trees on the first leg of the triangle of roads.



Helping the Environment 
New onshore wind projects are one of the cheapest 
sources of electricity and can help reduce dependence on 
imported gas supplies. Muirhall developments make a 
significant contribu�on to Sco�sh and UK Government net 
zero targets whilst also providing financial support to 
communi�es, enabling them to invest in the opportuni�es 
and challenges that ma�er to them.

An extensive Habitat Management Plan has been included 
in the plan. Proposals include expanding riparian and 
upland woodland with the plan�ng of over 50,000 na�ve 
trees, improving red squirrel and wader species habitats 
and restora�on of degraded peatlands. Safe access paths 
for recrea�on for all abili�es would also be created.

Community Investment, 
Shared Ownership and Initial 
Investment Fund
Teviot Wind Farm would provide an industry-leading 
community investment rate of £7,000 per Megawa� of 
installed wind capacity, delivering a fund of £2.86 million 
per year to be invested in local communi�es. That’s more 
than £114 million over the life�me of the wind farm, to
be spent in the community, by the community and for
the community.

In addi�on, Muirhall Energy would offer up to 10% 
community shared ownership in the wind farm which, if 
accepted, could see the residents of Teviotdale become the 
biggest community investors in renewable energy 
anywhere in the UK. Conversa�ons have already taken 
place with communi�es around the proposed development 
and that dialogue will con�nue as the project progresses.
Should Teviot wind farm be consented, Muirhall Energy 
would set up a £500,000 Ini�al Investment fund (IIF) to 
support communi�es during the construc�on period, which 
would be open to applica�ons from the 12 community 
council areas nearest the project.

Local contractors
Muirhall Energy commits to placing work with local 
contractors who tender within 10% of the best quote for 
any work on the project and would ac�vely engage with 
local businesses through meet-the-buyer events to ensure 
they are aware of the wide range of opportuni�es 
throughout the development and opera�on phases. Local 
trades have already refurbished the former Post Office 
building in Hawick to an excep�onal standard and this now 
serves as a point of contact for all Muirhall’s projects in the 
south of Scotland, and as a base for local staff.

What happens next
The applica�on is being managed by the Energy Consents 
Unit of the Sco�sh Government, which is currently 
gathering feedback from Statutory consultees. You can read 
all the applica�on documents and submit a representa�on 
on the Energy Consents Unit website

www.energyconsents.scot or you can contact the
Energy Consents Unit by email using Ref ECU00003249 at 
representa�ons@gov.scot or by wri�ng to Mark Ashton, 
Energy Consents Unit, 5 Atlan�c Quay, 150 Broomielaw, 
Glasgow G2 8LU

You can also visit the website at 
h�ps://www.muirhallenergy.co.uk/support-for-proposed-
teviot-wind-farm where you will be able to submit a form 
directly to the Energy Consents Unit. 

Teviot Wind Farm

Project Overview
Muirhall Energy recently submi�ed a planning applica�on 
for Teviot Wind Farm. Located 8km south-west of Hawick, 
the proposed development comprises up to 62 turbines 
with co-located solar array, ba�ery storage and ancillary 
infrastructure. 

If you would like to know more, please visit our website 
www.muirhallenergy.co.uk/teviot. You can also visit our 
South of Scotland office at 4-6 North Bridge Street, 
Hawick TD9 9QW, open Monday to Thursday 
10am-12.30pm and 1.30-4pm, or by arrangement.

www.muirhallenergy.co.uk

Community investment is central to what we do

July 2022
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LANGHOLM COMMON RIDING
Friday 29th July

HOUND TRAIL
(Sponsored by the Family of the late J. Murray Collins 

and the family of the late Scott Morrison)
Hounds meet at Collins Turn at 6.25a.m.

Slipped at 6.30a.m.
Admission £2

HORSE RACING 
including Eskdale Plate for £3000 

(sponsored by Wasdell Ltd.)

ATHLETIC GAMES 
including Ashleybank Investments 1000 guineas 

90 metre sprint handicap

CUMBERLAND & WESTMORLAND WRESTLING

HIGHLAND DANCING
(Open and Local Events)

For full programme – see Poster
All day admission to field - £10

(includes Games/Horse Racing Programme)
65 and over & Children aged 13-17 - £5

Adults Pre-Purchase Tickets - £7
Concessions Pre-Purchase - £3
Refreshments on the field

Dancing on the Castleholm at 7.15p.m.

Registered SCIO No. SC044989

K. M. Hill
Secretary

38 High Street
Langholm

Thursday 28th July from 10.30pm to 1am
Bon Accords’ Band

Entry – age 16 and upwards, 
age verification required

Strictly no alcohol allowed for under 18s
Admission £5 per person - Bar

Registered SCIO No. SC044989

LANGHOLM COMMON RIDING
SIMMER FAIR NIGHT

DANCE
in the Buccleuch Centre

LANGHOLM COMMON RIDING

MEMORIAL 
SERVICE

in the Buccleuch Park 
on Sunday 24th July at 10.50am
followed by Church Service in

Langholm Parish Church
Members to meet at 10.45am

Registered SCIO No. SC044989
will be held in the Buccleuch Centre 
on Wednesday 27th July at 7.45pm

Ex-Cornet Roger J M Maxwell in the Chair
Local artistes will take part

The Town and Pipe Bands will attend

Investiture of Cornet
and Presentation to 

Jubilee Cornet and Semi-Jubilee Cornets
by Miss Michaela L. Maxwell

Admission – Free
Tickets available to collect from

Stevenson & Johnstone, 38 High Street 
from Friday 22nd July

Registered SCIO No. SC044989

LANGHOLM COMMON RIDING
The

CONCERT and
INVESTITURE

LANGHOLM
COMMON RIDING

WHAT’S ON IN ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE 

JULY

Thu 21st

Castle Craigs Club
Peden’s View Rideout Leaves Kilngreen 6.45pm

Langholm Flute Band 
AGM & Social Evening Buck Hotel 8pm

Sat 23rd Castle Craigs Rideout Leaves Kilngreen 12.55pm
Kirkwynd - 1.00pm

Sun 24th Summer Yoga Arkleton Walled Garden 10am

Tue 26th Free Tennis Camps
also August 9th

Canonbie Tennis Courts
11,30am Under 10s 1.30pm 10+

‘A Nicht wi’ the Banna’ Masonic Social Club

Wed 27th Common Riding Concert Buccleuch Centre, 7:45pm

Thu 28th Langholm Town Band Concert Market Place, Langholm 7.30pm

Fri 29th Langholm Common Riding Day From 5am

C & D Marts Longtown Primestock Report
Thursday 14th July

C&D Auction Marts Limited had
forward 3,004 sheep compris-
ing of 1,467 spring lambs and
1,537 cast ewes & rams at their
weekly sale at Longtown
on Thursday 14th July 2022.
A similar show of cast cows

were forward to a busy ringside of
buyers ensuring all classes met a
serous trade a trade with over
83% of the sale realising over
200ppk. Top per kilo of 224p for an
Irish Limousin from N McBurney,
Balsalloch, Girvan, who sold oth-
ers at 216p and 210p. Top per
head of £1,724, £1,596, £1,490
again for Irish Limousin cows from
Balsalloch with others to £1,235
from Meikle Whitriggs, Lockerbie.
More numbers required on a
weekly basis to fulful buyer de-
mand here at Longtown.
A smaller show of 1,467 prime

lambs were forward
Top price per kilo of 351p for

Beltex lambs from M & M Byrne,
Thornthwaite Close, Wigton.
Top price per head of £191 for

Texels lambs from Marygate,
Berwick.  
Overall average 302.2p (SQQ

305.9p)

PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER KILO)
Beltex 351p, 342p Thornthwaite
Close.   
Texel 331p The Flatt & Pretoria
Road, 325p West Millhills, 324p
Pretoria Road, 322p Guardsmill &
Greenburn, 320p Pretoria Road,
West Millhills & Kimmeter Green.

Suffolk 321p Guardsmill, 317p
Cambeckhill, 311p, 310p Tone
Hall.
Charollais 309p Greenburn,
300p Shaw Head & Stonehouse.
Dutch Spotted 308p
Frankstown.  

PRINCIPAL PRICE (PER HEAD)
Texel £191 £185, £184, £182,
£170 Marygate, £166 Windy-
knowe, £165 Pretoria Road,
£160 Kimmeter Green.
Mule £161 Frankstown.
Suffolk £156 Bank Head, £154
Grindon Hill, £151 Guardsmill,
£150 Frankstown & Grindon Hill.
Dutch Spotted £148
Frankstown.  
Oxford £145 Guards.
Beltex £142 Gallowberry.  
Charollais £139 Greenburn.
A smaller entry
of 1,537 cast ewes and rams.
Heavy ewes sold to £232 per
head for Texel ewes from J
Runciman & Sons, Allanshaws,
Stow.  
Hill ewes topped at
£120 for Cheviots from Mary-
gate.  
Rams topping at £298 for Texels
from Marygate, Berwick.

Please do not hesitate to contact
our auctioneers, who will be
pleased to take your calls for all
further enquiries or entries.
John Walton 07880527066
Nick Woodmass 07854 200 489
Sam Hogg 07584 207 323

HEAVY EWES
Texel £232 Allanshaws, £228
Woodcroft, £225 Marygate, £210
Allanshaws, £200 Viewley.
Bluefaced Leicester £159 Tinnis.
Suffolk £154 Allanshaws, £150
Clackmae, £148, £147 Beckfoot,
£143 Viewely.   
Charollais £151 Beckfoot.
North Country Cheviot £141 Al-
lanshaws, £140 Corriehills, £139,
£138 Allanshaws.     
Mule £135 Hassendean, £134
Westend, £129 Marygate, £126
Moorhills, £120 Newtown.  
Cheviot Mule £135, £126 Clack-
mae, £120 Muircleugh.   
LIGHT EWES
Hill Cheviot £120 Marygate, £95
Earlside.
Blackface £104 Penpeugh,
£100 Tinnis, £93, £90 Dreva.  
RAMS
Texel £298, £230, £225, £218
Marygate.       
Charollais £180 Viewley.  
Continental £142 Beckfoot.   
Romney £132 Hallrule.  
North Country Cheviot £125 Al-
lanshaws.
Averages:
Lambs
Light to           279.0p (261.0p)
Standard to      351.0p (280.0p)
Medium to      331.0p (306.6p)
Heavy to         322.0p (304.3p)
Overweight to 315.0p (288.1p)
Ewes
Light to           £120.00 (£70.62) 
Heavy to         £232.00 (£118.23)
Rams to           £298.00 (155.92)

Castle Craigs Rideout - a while ago!
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By Sheena Harvey

A collection of ten men singing
unaccompanied about their
eyebrows does not seem like
a recipe for an entertaining
evening. That’s probably what
you’d think if you’d never
come across the Spooky
Men’s Chorale. 
This cappella choir, originating

in Australia in 2001, has toured
the UK since 2006 with their
unique show (Covid lockdown
years excepted) and this summer
came to perform in Langholm
on July 5. The Chorale has a
loyal and varied following – as
demonstrated by the number of
people who raised their hands
in the Buccleuch Centre to con-
firm they’d seen them on stage
before. The disorderly arrival of
the singers, wearing an array of
headgear inappropriate for a
concert hall, was the moment
the rest of the audience became
aware they were about to embark
on a voyage of discovery.

The Spooky Men’s repertoire
is a blend of quirky original music
on subjects such as a man’s
favourite body part (his foot, in
case you wondered), evocative

Georgian and Ukrainian folk mu-
sic, and moving and/or amusing
interpretations of classic songs
such as The Beatles’ And I Love
Her – you can watch this, and

their unusual rendering of Abba’s
Dancing Queen, among others,
on YouTube. The unlikely musical
bedfellows followed one after
the other quite naturally, with

the choir alternating between
deadly seriousness and music
hall slapstick, arousing a range
of emotions in their listeners.
Musical Director and composer,

Stephen Taberner, kept tight con-
trol of the harmonies with elab-
orate hand gestures and rhythmic
foot tapping, while at the same
time entertaining and involving
the audience with his rambling
introductions to the songs. 
Despite pointing out the gulf 
between those on stage and
those watching, Taberner grad-
ually bridged that gap and drew
everyone into active involvement. 
By the time it came down to it,

we were so bewitched by the
antics and beautiful voices of
these strange singers that clap-
ping time and singing along to a
song you’d never heard before
seemed quite appropriate. At
the end of the concert the loud
applause and thunderous foot
stamping for an encore showed
how far we’d fallen under the
Spooky Men’s spell. 

MASTER: Hanging around on Whita Hill. A para-glider takes in the spectacular views. Photo by Mairi Telford Jammeh
Camera: Canon PowershotSX540

The E&L Gallery

Spooky Men: A capella quirkiness

BEWITCHING: The Spooky Men’s Chorale on stage at Langholm’s Buccleuch Centre



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
47A High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH
013873 80012  alan@eladvertiser.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES

www.eladvertiser.co.ukEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser14  Thursday July 21, 2022

PUBLIC NOTICES

ADVERTISE

LANGHOLM 
TOWN HALL 

(inside)
WEDNESDAYS 10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS 9am - 2pm
Access through rear door

ROYAL BANK MOBILE VAN
Day Centre car park

Thursdays
11:45am - 12:25pm

MOBILE SERVICES

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows

BLINDS

POP-UP SHOP

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Online Subscriptions to the E&L Advertiser 
now available from only £1 per week

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’. Published weekly and available to read anytime and anywhere 
using multiple devices from mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

WHAT A GREAT IDEA FOR A CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR YOU FAR-FLUNG FRIENDS AND RELATIVES!! 
CLICK HERE TO SUBSCRIBE

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

www.dumgal.gov.uk

(LANGHOLM COMMON RIDING) (TEMPORARY 
TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT) ORDER 2022 
The Council has made an Order under the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984 to temporarily close various roads in Langholm as detailed 
below. The closures are necessary to facilitate activities associated with 
Langholm Common Riding. Alt route 29/7/22 - via A7 at Hawick, A698, 
A6088 via Bonchester Bridge, B6357 to A7 at Canonbie and vice versa. 
Emergency vehicle access will be available if required. Pedestrian access 
will be maintained.

Summer Fair Night (Thursday 28th July 2022)

Parade route – from Town Hall via High St, Townfoot and 
back via High St, Thomas Telford Rd, Henry St, Walter St, 
Eskdaill St, Caroline St, Elizabeth St, Thomas Telford Rd, 
High St to Town Hall.

20:30 to 
21:45

Parade route – Townfoot, High St, Thomas Telford Rd, Henry 
St, Caroline St, Elizabeth St, Thomas Telford Rd, High St.

21:00 to 
21:30

Common Riding Day (Friday 29th July 2022)

High St/Market Pl. – various events / ceremonies involving 
periods of road closure.

08:15 to 
22:00

Parade route - from Town Hall via High St, Thomas Telford 
Rd to the Buccleuch Centre round the Pump back via 
Thomas Telford Rd, High St to Ashley Bank, back via High St 
to Town Hall.

08:30 to 
09:00

Parade route – from Town Hall via High St, Kirk Wynd and 
back via Kirk Wynd, High St, Thomas Telford Bridge and back 
via High St, Townfoot and back via Townfoot, High St, Kirk 
Wynd, Drove Rd, Barbrae, A7(T), U225a to Castleholm

09:45 to 
10:00

Parade route – Kirk Wynd, High St to Greenbank and back 
via High St to Ashley Bank and back via High St, Kirk Wynd, 
Drove Rd, Barbrae to the Kilngreen.

10:15 to 
12:00

Parade route – from Castleholm via U225a, A7(T), 
Townhead, High St to Town Hall

20:30 to 
21:00

(LANGHOLM MASONIC PARADE) (TEMPORARY 
TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT) ORDER 2022  
The Council has made an Order under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1984 to temporarily close Mary St, Montague St, Henry St, Caroline St, 
Langholm,17:40 to 18:50 Sunday 24/07/22. The closure is necessary to 
facilitate Langholm Masonic Parade. No alternative route is available 
– minor delays should be expected. Emergency vehicle access will be 
available if required. Pedestrian access will be maintained at all times.

PLANNING
The applications, associated plans and documents can be viewed on-line 
by following the ePlanning link on the Council’s website at www.dumgal.
gov.uk/planning.  Written comments may be made to Head of Economy 
and Development by email to Planning@dumgal.gov.uk or via the Council’s 
website, as noted above, by 28/07/2022 (Type A) 
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2013, Reg 20(1) (A) 
Ref No/Type Address/Proposal
22/1152/FUL (A) Land Forming Part Of Loganhead Commercial 
Forestry Plantation, Approximately 4km North West Of Langholm And 
15km North East Of Lockerbie, (within Loganhead Wind Farm Site) - 
Erection of a meteorological mast (maximum height 120 metres)  
with associated guy wires for a temporary period of 5 years.

Advertise in the E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised how little it costs!

An advert this size, 10cm x 2 columns,
will only cost £30 + VAT each for 12 inserts.

This can include your logo or other graphic and
can be designed in-house.

Contact 013873 80012 for details.

LANGHOLM POP-UP SHOP
July 2022

■ Thu 21st - Sat 23rd July (74 High St) Funky Things & KSJ Art 

■ Fri 22nd July  (Wee Workshop) Beattie’s Bakes

■ Mon 25th - Sat 30th July (74 High St) Yarns to Yearn For

■ Thu 28th July  (Wee Workshop) Beattie’s Bakes

■ Fri 29th July  (Wee Workshop) Beattie’s Bakes

To book a space: Call Sharon Irving on 07862 367209
or email: sharon@ashleybank.co.uk
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Football
Annandale and Eskdale
Active School and 
Community Sport in part-
nership with Hearts 
Football Club delivered
an excellent two full days
of football in Langholm
with many commenting
on what a fantastic 
opportunity and experi-
ence it was for the young
people.
Members of the Heart
of Midlothian Football
Club Community 
Coaching and Football 
Development Team were
in town to deliver two full
days of football coaching
to 50 young boys and girls
from Langholm and
Canonbie. 
A fully booked course
saw 25 Boys and 25 Girls
enjoy skills, drills, chal-
lenges, and small sided
games in glorious weather
with coaches from the
club. 

Trusts
They were joined on one
of the days by John Elliot
from The Bowman Little
Trust Fund who along with
The Stevenson Trust, The
Arthur Bell of Langholm
Trust and The Stoneypath
Trust who through the 
Funders Forum in
Langholm provided funding
that subsidised the cost by
at least 50% for all children
who attended.

Calum Graham from 
Active Schools and Comm
unity Sport said: “We’d just
like to express our thanks
to Gregg Veitch (Commu-
nity Football Officer),
Graeme Colmer (Commu-
nity Club Development
Officer), Jamie Thomson
(Community Coach) and

Adam Cairnie (Commu-
nity Coach) who were fan-
tastic with the children and
their vast experience that
includes working and man-
aging the club’s academy
and Under 20 teams was
evident.” 
He added: “I’d also like
to thank the local trusts

whose funding helped fam-
ilies and young people 
access this unique oppor-
tunity and Langholm is a
better place to live for hav-
ing them.”

Enthusiasm
Gregg Veitch said of their
visit to Langholm: “We’d

just like to say a huge thank
you to the children in
Langholm for their enthu-
siasm and to everyone in
the town for making us feel
so welcome. The set-up in
the town was perfect and
we’d love to make this an
annual event and we look
forward to inviting the chil-

dren up to Edinburgh”
And as a result of the
roadshow, children from
the area may now look for-
ward to some exciting 
opportunities ahead includ-
ing a Match Day Experience
at Tynecastle and invites to
take part in Hearts FC Foot-
ball Festivals.

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir Ewes and
Westerkirk Parish churches
Mr Chris Hutchinson
Session clerk: 013873 73755 
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508

ON THE BALL: Lining-up for shooting practice are Lauren and Isla Davidson, pictured right, while other youngsters take their training seriously, all under the
watchful eye of the Heart of Midlothian Football Club Community Coaching and Development Team

Pulling on  the 
Hearts strings
Langholm and Canonbie cluster kids coached by the city pros

Bowling
On a beautiful sunny Sunday 
afternoon, Langholm Old held
their open singles tournament.
After some brilliant bowling the
worthy winner was Stevie 
Barker (L Old) defeating Duncan
Ritchie (L New) in a very exciting
and close final 13 shots to 8.
The semi-finalists were Paul
Warwick (L New) and Nathan
Davidson (Gretna).
After the bowling the front three
and their extended families were
invited to a super evening of 
entertainment in the Clubrooms.
Everyone had a great night.
President Kevin Irving thanked
Karl Nawrocki for his kind spon-
sorship yet again and thanked 
everyone who helped to make it
such a successful day.  He finished

off by wishing Cornet Hotson and
his Right and Left all the very
best for the next two weeks.

  The return leg of the bowling
club derby took place last 
Tuesday night where the old
town club hosted.
Scores were favourable for the
New Town side in the end where
they had a comfortable 16 lead.
Team scores under skip names
(Langholm Old names first) 
L. Scott 12 - L. Tolson 17
S. Barker 15 - R. Innes 9
R. Redmond 7 - P. Mitchell 17
E. Aitken 9 - M. Grieve 9
K. Nawrocki 7 - I. Earsman 14
Scores on the night were
Langholm Old 50, Langholm New
66.
Overall scores over both legs
were Langholm New 113 -
Langholm Old 95

New Cornet bowled over in Old Town Open
ticket

Golf
A group of ardent golf 
enthusiasts  from
Langholm made it to the
Open Championship on
the Old Course in St 
Andrews last week
They are Brady and Aidan
Wilson, Gary Paisley, Alan
Wilson, Keith Armstrong
and Gary Porteous

New Town president Paul Mitchell is
presented with the Fred Liggins
trophy by Match Secretary Karl

Nawrocki of the Old Town.

Cornet Ruairi Hotson presents Stevie
Barker with the singles trophy.
Looking on are president Kevin 

Irving and sponsor Karl Nawrocki



Cricket
Langholm 1st XI produced
one of their worst perfor-
mances in recent years against
Carleton on Saturday – bowled
out for just 51. 

And despite a determined rear-
guard effort by the bowlers,
which reduced their opponents
to 17 for five, a knock of 23 not
out by Lee Field saw Carleton
home in under 22 overs.

Put into bat on a dry wicket,
Langholm crawled to eight runs
before Duncan Elliott was clean
bowled by Jim Litherland for
three in the eighth over. 

A brief cameo from Nicky 
Pisczcykiewicz saw the score
reach 25 before he fell for 12,
bowled by Campbell. With the
score still on 25 Stuart Duggan
was clean bowled by Litherland
for nine and next ball Langholm
skipper Dave Steele gave a catch
to McDermott off Litherland to
leave Langholm 25 for four after
nine overs. 

Graham Park added four before
he missed a Litherland straight
one with score on 30, and  he
was quickly followed to the
pavilion by Chris Stewart for
one, caught behind off Campbell
leaving Langholm teetering at
30 for six. 

John Bell and Jake Park took
the score to 35 before Jake was
clean bowled by the deadly
Litherland for four. Bell and
Corey Park were next to go, in
quick succession. 

The last wicket partnership of
Stevie Johnstone and Euan
Coates at least got Langholm
past 50 – but when Coates was
stumped off the bowling of
Cuneen, the rout was complete. 

Questionable
It was, admitted Graham Park,

“a terrible display by the
Langholm batsman with a lot
of them playing some question-
able shots in the circumstances.”

Langholm needed quick 

wickets – and an unlikely 
redemption seemed on the cards
as opening bowlers Stevie 
Johnstone and Dave Steele set
about the Carleton top order.

First to go was McDermott,
bowled by Johnstone for 10,
then a short Dave Steele ball
was lobbed by Smith straight to
Corey Park who took a good
catch. 

With the score on 16, Johnstone
clean bowled Rice, then trapped
Carleton skipper Alex Smith
LBW to leave the visitors 17
for 4. This became 17 for 5
when Steele had Tickner LBW
for a duck with Langholm right
in the game. 

But that was as good as it got,
and the new partnership of
Litherland and Lee Field eased
Carleton over the line. 

A disappointing day for
Langholm and a severe blow to
their promotion ambitions. Hope-
fully they can quickly recover
next week with Lanercost 2nds
visiting the Castleholm.
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Sponsored by KELSO RACES
01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

E&L
SPORT

Jazzle hots up for Common Riding weekend

Super Model at
Penrith show

Equestrian
By Gilly Fraser
Newcastleton breeder Faith
Blackie had to get up in the
wee small hours on Saturday
to make the journey to 
Penrith for the town’s annual
and much-loved Show. How-
ever, the loss of sleep proved
well worth it for Faith who is
well known and respected in
the Welsh pony world.

Her twelve-year-old mare
Walena Super Model won her
class and then went on to take
the section Reserve Champi-
onship in the Hunter/Breeding
section. Obviously determined
to follow in her Mum’s winning
footsteps, Model’s filly 
Liddesdale Cover Girl came

second in her class. The young-
ster is by Faith’s own Section
C stallion Infield Matt Black
and was born in May so is
learning the competition ropes
early. 

Meanwhile one of Faith’s 
other ponies is making a big
mark on the showing world
further north. Owner Lisa
Kennedy took Liddesdale
Soveringe to Caithness Show
where the pair entered their
first Open class together. They
came first in the 13hh WHP,
took the Working Hunter 
Championship, then went on
to be named Overall Working
Hunter Champion, and secured
their qualifying ticket for WH
Blair into the bargain. 

Published by Muckle Toon Media Limited - SCO51449, at their offices, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH. Telephone 013873 80012      Price £1.00

Hounds
Trails were pulled forward in
the day due to the predicted
heat wave at Spadeadam on
Saturday. 

Five runners set off in the 
Seniors with Delta Script and
Jazzle fighting it out all the way
round. They were still together
as they appeared up the finish
and it was hard to separate them
– but Jazzle had the strength on
the last few yards to pull ahead
and win by a length.  

Current Championship leader
Fire Lass was third with Delta
Scope in fourth and Mr Finnegan
some way back in fifth. 

The Puppy trail set off just as
the heat was getting up but it
did not deter Border Reign and
Blackthorn who had a good race
all the way with the lead 
changing several times. They
were well clear of the other two

and appeared together on to the
finish, but Border Reign pulled
ahead when the whistles went
to win by about three lengths. 

Final race of the day was the
Open Graded with Castle 
Clansman leading out Delta
Supreme and Border Pride.  

These three were at the front
taking turns to do the work all
the way round and as they 
appeared on the finish Delta
Supreme was just in front of
Castle Clansman and raced up
the finish for her first win this
season. 

Looking towards the Common
Riding, Jazzle looks like the
main hope for the Border hounds
but Delta Script is beginning to
show a bit of form and might
surprise us as her kennel mate
Delta Scope who knows his
way round might be a good
each way bet.   With the HTA
being invited to enter this year
it is hard to predict a winner

but word on the street is that
confidence is high in the 
Huntsmans’ kennel and also the 
Longtown kennel of Mark 
Bryden and Linda Neale with
Eagle Rock and Eagle Star on
good form.

Spadeadam 
Sunday 17th July 

Seniors 
1. Jazzle 2. Delta Script 3. Fire
Lass 4. Delta Scope 5. Mr
Finnegan 
5 Ran Time 24.30 
Pups
1. Border Reign 2. Blackthorn
3. Inspect 
4 Ran 3 Finished Time 24.06
Open Graded 
1. Delta Supreme 2. Delta Style
3. Border Pride 4. Castle 
Clansman 5. Fire Lady 
5 Ran Time 20.24
All In 
1. Explore 
1 Ran Time 18.55

SPADEADAM: Steph Lithgow with Jazzle

Batting collapse leaves promotion hopes in tatters

PENRITH: Faith Blackie
shows Walena Super Model

Langholm skittled
for a meagre 51
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