
Farming families who lived
through the nightmare of
foot and mouth have spoken
of their horror at news of a
possible fresh outbreak.
Last week, fear once again

gripped the UK industry when
a suspected case of the disease
emerged in Norfolk – although
thankfully government scien-
tists worked swiftly to rule it
out.
The reports immediately

brought back haunting mem-
ories of 2001, when the dis-
covery of a single case at an
abattoir in Essex led to the
wholesale slaughter of more
than six million animals 
nationwide.
And they caused shockwaves

to ripple through our own farm-
ing community, an area which,
together with Cumbria, 
accounted for more than half
of those cases. 
Farmers recalled how

overnight the beautiful coun-
tryside became a nightmare
scenario of smoking pyres and
animals lying dead in the fields,
and how they came to dread
the sight of men in white
Hazchem suits at the end of
country tracks because 
inevitably it meant yet another
farm had become a victim.
Sarah Oliver was just 17

when foot and mouth was 
detected on land her family
farmed at Sorbietrees, near
Newcastleton.  
“I remember finding out on

the radio that we were the first
farm in Scotland outside 
Dumfries and Galloway to get
it,” she said. “My first thought
was to worry if my horses
would be okay. My sister Ruth
and I went to live at my Gran’s
so we could be spared the
worst of the slaughter.”
The sisters barely saw their

parents for the next few
months, but Sarah has a vivid
memory of her dad Drew mak-
ing headline news in a national
paper.
“His picture was plastered

all over the front page, and
the buttons on his jacket were
all done up wrong,” she 
recalled.
One of the last places in the

region to be hit was Ryehills
near Canonbie, which had been
farmed by the Hogg family

for more than 80 years. 
Farmer John Hogg said his

flock of sheep remained 
disease-free throughout and he
was almost beginning to 
believe they could escape the
fate that had befallen so many
others. 
But then it was found on a

neighbouring farm, and 
Ryehills fell to the rule which
decreed that animals within
three miles of an affected farm
had to be culled. 
“It happened after we had

the sheep lambed,” John said.
“We had gone through all the
work of lambing and got them
all born and running about the
fields and then they were
culled. It would have been less
hard on us if it had happened
before the lambs were born. 
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‘We feared foot & mouth 
nightmare had returned’
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Farmers relive trauma after probe into suspected new UK outbreak

All aboard the last 
bus, in the afternoon

Full story: Page 3

By Gilly FraserBorders Buses have made yet
more changes to the vital X95
service which connects
Langholm to Carlisle and 
Edinburgh.

NEWS

Faw Side wind
farm objections

Full story: Page 5

Protesters are gathering in
Langholm to voice their ob-
jections to the latest windfarm
development at Faw Side.

SPORT

Life membership
for LRFC stalwart

Full story: Page 16

Langholm rugby veteran Wal
Hislop has been recognised
for his 50 years of service with
life membership of his beloved
club.

APOCALYPSE: The foot and mouth epidemic led to the slaughter of more
than three million animals in south Scotland and Cumbria in 2001 

Builder Kevan Hotson enjoys a brew while working
on a project in Langholm. But why is he drinking
from a fine china cup instead of a traditional mug? 
FULL STORY p5 

Make mine a
cup o’ builders’!
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Deaths
FRYER, Ken

Ken Fryer of Newcastleton Passed away
peacefully at Knowesouth care home on 23rd
June aged 90.  Loving Husband, Father and
Grandfather.  Funeral service to be held in
Carlisle Crematorium on Tuesday 5th July at
11am. If unable to attend service please join the
family in the Copshaw Kitchen from 12.30
onwards. 
Enquiries to Hedley & Turnbull Funeral Directors

0789 6557941

Church Notices

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale and

Canonbie Churches
welcome you to
Sunday worship

10am Liddesdale and
11:30 Canonbie.

Rev Morag Crossan
on 07861736071 or
email mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk

After 20 years the F&M aftermath is still felt

You wait for one bus...
Five years ago, if you missed the X95 bus to Carlisle you could nip to Pelosi’s for a coffee
and a scone safe in the knowledge that another one would be along in an hour. 
And, if you decided to make a night of it in the city, there was always a reliable late

service to get you back to Langholm in time for cocoa.
Not anymore. Today there are just six buses a day travelling this busy route via

Canonbie and Longtown – and following yet more timetable changes this week by
Borders Buses the last bus leaves town at 4.50pm.
Bus operators are having a tough time of it, no doubt. But the X95 is a vital service, con-

necting otherwise isolated communities. It is high time the Scottish government stepped
in, not only to prevent more cutbacks, but restore the service to what it once was. 

54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

Family___________
Announcements

Scotland’s First Minister has
proposed October 19 2023 for
a new referendum on indepen-
dence.
And Nicola Sturgeon said the
question would be the same as
last time in 2014: “Should Scot-
land be an independent country?”.
Ms Sturgeon has written to Prime
Minister Boris Johnson to ask for
formal consent for the vote but
said she would press on if it was
not granted by the UK 
government.
The UK Supreme Court has said
it is to proceed initally with the
Scottish Government’s request
for a ruling on the legality of
Holyrood staging its own 
independence referendum.
Ms Sturgeon stressed that any
referendum would need to be “in-

disputably lawful” and constitu-
tional – the Supreme Court would
be asked to rule on whether the
Scottish government has the power
to hold a vote without UK gov-
ernment approval.
The court said there was no
need to grant permission to the
request, following a reference
from Scotland’s Lord Advocate,
Dorothy Bain QC.
The move follows Ms Sturgeon
telling MSPs this week that she
would seek a ruling from the 
ultimate legal authority in the UK
on the legality of Indyref2.
She published a draft bill saying
the vote would be on October 19
2023, but did not introduce it to
parliament as there was a question
mark over its legislative 
competence.

Rather than try to pass it and
wait for the UK Government to
refer it to the Supreme Court for
a ruling, she said the Lord 
Advocate has decided to refer it
in advance for a ruling.
She said the process was needed
because the UK Government had
refused to cooperate as it did on
the 2014 referendum, when it
granted Holyrood temporary 
powers under Section 30 of the
Scotland Act 1998, putting the
vote beyond legal challenge

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church Services
Sunday 3rd July
Langholm 10am

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Tel: 013873 73755.

Charity no. SCO11946

share the news of any..........
• engagements
• marriages
• anniversaries
• births
• thank yous
• congratulations

Contact us on 013873 80012
sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

Sturgeon presses 
for Indyref 2023

SIGN OF THE TIMES: a grim reminder of 2001

Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

Contact us at the E&L:  Office 013873 80012
Editor Nick Brownlee,    Features Editor Gilly Fraser   
All correspondence to: newsdesk@eladvertiser.co.uk
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“When I heard there was
maybe a new case, it took me
back to those days and made
me wonder if we were going
to have to go through the same
thing all over again.”
Last week’s news also cast a
shadow over the Royal High-
land Show, where farmers had
gathered with their prize ani-
mals to enjoy the return of the
country’s most prestigious agri-
cultural event after its Covid-
enforced absence. 
Instead, they were forced to
wonder if the nightmare of
foot and mouth could be about
to happen all over again.
Scientists investigating the

Norfolk case have now also
ruled out Swine Vesicular Dis-
ease which will be a relief to
pig farmers. But the whole
episode has been a timely re-
minder of the need for tighter
biosecurity on our farms –
surely a small price to pay to
ensure we never return to those
dark days again.

James Rae & Sons
Headstones and Memorials

● Headstones
● Memorials
● Children’s Memorials
● Desks and Vases
● Memorial Design
● Memorial Restoration

11a George Street ● Annan
01461 202083 ● www.jraeandsonsheadstones.co.uk

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
is part funded by

Dumfriesshire East
Community Benefit Group

and charitable trusts 
and individuals 
from the community 
of Langholm.

More than 3 million
animals slaughtered
in south Scotland 
and Cumbria.

“

”



There’s frustration in
Langholm after the decision
by bus operators to make
more changes to their main
service to Carlisle.
Borders Buses announced this
week that their popular X95
service, which also calls at
Canonbie and Longtown, will
now cease to operate after
4.50pm – meaning the latest
arrival in Carlisle is now
5.30pm.
This is one of a number of
buses which will now run up to
half an hour earlier following
the latest changes introduced
on Monday. The last bus north
from Carlisle leaves English
Street at 6.16pm, arriving in
Langholm just after 7pm. 
Borders Buses describe the
changes as “slight revisions” –
yet they are just the latest in a
series of moves which have cut
the service to the bone in recent
years. 
There are now just six buses
a day running between
Langholm and Carlisle, 
compared to 13 just five years
ago – when the last bus left the
High Street at 9.25pm and
Carlisle at 11pm.
Borders Buses said: “We 

realise this has been a difficult
time for both customers and
our teams, but hopefully these
revisions will allow our services
to operate more efficiently and
provide more stability for cus-
tomers moving forward.”
But the curtailed timetable has
infuriated people in Eskdale
who feel increasingly isolated
by the reduction in rural bus
services.
Regular X95 user Peter 
Graham said: “It’s a joke that
unless you’ve got a car you
can’t get to Carlisle from
Langholm after 5pm, or to 
Hawick after 7pm. You’re 
basically trapped – and what
about people doing shift work?
How are they supposed to travel?”

Environment
“I thought the idea was to get
everybody using public transport
to save the environment.”
There was anger too on social
media, with one user comment-
ing: “Copshaw has a better bus
service to Carlisle than
Langholm, and Gretna and 
Annan both have the railway
as well!”
The issue of rural public trans-
port has previously been raised

as part of Langholm’s commu-
nity plan.
It points to a survey in 2016
by Dumfries and Galloway
Third Sector First, which con-
cluded that the most effective
change would be to coordinate
the timetables to allow better
connections between different
services. 
It also says that community-

run bus services are restricted
in how they can operate, and
they rely on volunteer drivers.
And while they often require
subsidies, the benefits to the
public justify this.
John Galloway, chair of
Langholm, Ewes and Westerkirk
council, said: “LEWCC has 
already raised this with our
MSPs to raise at Scottish gov-

ernment level as, in my opinion,
they also have a big part to
play in ensuring rural areas are
given the connectivity that they
require for residents young and
old and visitors.” 
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Advertise in the E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised how little it costs!

An advert this size, 5cm x 2 columns,
will only cost £15 + VAT each for 12 inserts.

This can include your logo or other graphic and
can be designed in-house.

Contact 013873 80012 for details.

Wall to wall fun in Copshaw
A busy, fun-packed weekend
lies ahead for Copshaw, with
both the Music Festival and
the Common Riding taking
place. 
The village will once again
ring to the sounds of fiddles,
guitars and every other con-
ceivable type of instrument as
musicians and singers gather
on Friday. 
However organisers say it will
be a trimmed down affair this
year, with only two competitions
being held on Saturday instead
of the usual packed schedule.
One will be for tunes starting
at 10am and the other for song
starting at 2pm. All the usual
categories will be included with
trophies awarded accordingly. 
The traditional concert will
still take place in the Village
Hall starting at 7.30pm on 
Saturday evening while sessions
and singarounds will be held
in their usual unscheduled and
spontaneous fashion all through
the weekend, wherever there’s
space to gather. 
Meanwhile villagers will get

on their bikes to follow Tub
Turnbull the Second as he leads
the Common Riding Cavalcade
through the streets of the village,
up the steep hill to the Golf
Club and then to various time-
honoured stops beyond. 
The weather forecast currently
doesn’t look too promising, but
no dampening of spirits will be
permitted at either event.

find your health......
with a BIKE

www.bikeseven.co.uk

Unit 2 Sandilands, Longtown
CA6 5LY  t. 01228 792497

1/2 Market Street, Carlisle
CA3 8QJ  t. 01228 739926

Clamour to
tie the knot
Weddings delayed by the pan-
demic have helped the council
to rake in nearly double its
annual income from the reg-
istration of marriages and civil
partnerships at Gretna
Ceremonies were booked at
Gretna and income almost dou-
bled to nearly £1.4 million com-
pared to the previous year.
Earnings totalled £1,388,026
in 2021/22 from the processing
of marriage and civil partnership
registrations, along with birth
and death registrations.
In 2020/21, the council earned
just £722,904 when the region
was largely in lockdown and
many weddings had to be can-
celled.
Gretna Green is the wedding
capital of Britain, averaging
more than 3,500 ceremonies in
a typical year, with the registra-
tion district - which also includes
Kirkpatrick Fleming - accounting
for 12 per cent of all weddings
in the country.
Gretna Green cemented its
place in history in 1754, when a
strict marriage act in England
meant no one under 21 could
marry without parental consent
forcing young couples to cross
the border to tie the knot.  

All aboard the last bus,
but in the late afternoon 

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

Public anger at yet more changes to vital X95 service 

FURY: The X95 stop next to 
Carlisle station

Gilly Fraser gives us a preview of a busy weekend in The Holm

SINGER: Langholm’s Charlie Graham at the Music FestivalTUB: Robbie will lead the way
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Wind farm protesters
gather in Langholm
By Penny Johnstone

Campaigners against a mas-
sive wind farm which they
claim will lead to the ‘indus-
trialisation’ of the Esk valley
are calling on Langholmites
to turn out in force tomorrow
to send a clear message to the
Scottish government.
The developer’s proposal
would see 45 turbines sited on
4,542 acres of land at Faw Side,
north of Langholm adjacent to
the A7, with more than half
positioned in Annandale and
Eskdale.
Posters have been going up
around the town urging local
people to make a stand against
the scheme as a fourth day of
public hearings gets under way.

Community Issues
The community issues hearing
at the Buccleuch Centre will
be presided over by a Scottish
government reporter, who has
so far heard three days of 
evidence in Hawick relating to
energy and planning issues and
the visual and landscape impacts
of the project. 
Evidence has been heard from
the applicant, Community 
Windpower, and from those 
objecting, which includes the
Faw Side Community Group
(FSCG) and both Dumfries and
Galloway and Scottish Borders
Council.
John Beechey, administrator of
FSCG, said: “This is a major
event and should consent be 

granted, it will affect Langholm
enormously and not in a good
way
“I'm not sure that those who
are not directly involved with
fighting this wind farm are
aware of how bad this situation
is.” 

Evidence
FSCG campaigners and local
residents giving evidence 
tomorrow will be joined by
other objectors including local
MSP Oliver Mundell, commu-
nity councillor Robert Dickson,
as well as John Hanrahan from
the Langholm Initiative and

Ken Moffat of Borderlands 
Museum, The United 
Borderlands Historic Trust and 
Teviothead Dark Sky CIC.
“Community Windpower
claims to offer a financial pack-
age which is about 22 percent
of the Scottish Government’s
recommended benefit,” said Mr
Beechey. 
“This will be shared between
D&G Council and Scottish 
Borders Council and I would
be very surprised if any of this
benefit ever ended up with those
who will have to suffer the con-
sequences of having to live with
it or having their businesses

destroyed by it.”
The developer argues its Faw
Side scheme would generate
enough renewable energy to
power 328,400 homes annually
for its 40-year life span and
provide a significant contribu-
tion towards net-zero targets,
resulting in more than £800
million being invested locally.

Hearings
Four days of hearings that
were planned for next week in
Hawick to address the Eskdale-
muir Seismic Array issues have
been adjourned for at least three

months following a request by
the applicant and the Ministry
of Defence for more time.
Virtual hearings will be held
on August 9 and 10 for the
DPEA reporter to examine 
evidence relating to cultural
heritage and historical issues.
FSCG has a GoFundMe page
to cover its professional witness
and legal fees being incurred
by the public inquiry.
“We have to make a good
stand on Friday to persuade the
DPEA Reporter that our
objections are valid and that
consent for this wind farm is
refused,” Mr Beechey said.

45 turbines slated for proposed development at Faw Side 

ARTIST’S IMPRESSION: How the Faw Side wind farm development could look if 45 wind turbines get the go-ahead
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Trial
continues
The trial of a woman accused
of embezzling almost £25,000
whilst employed as the man-
ager at Newcastleton Medical
Practice, is due to continue on
Friday at Jedburgh Sheriff
Court.
Deborah Thomson, 50, of
Bothwell Court, Hawick,
pleads not guilty to the offence,
which is alleged to have hap-
pened between September 2015
and April 2020.

____________________ 

Council
burn-out
Stress-related absences at
Dumfries and Galloway
Council rose by 30 percent
last year.
127 members of staff were
absent due to work-related
stress and 146 instances were
recorded in total.
The previous year – at the
height of the pandemic – 97
employees were recorded as
being off due to stress, with
104 instances recorded.
The figures are published in
a report to the council’s audit,
risk and scrutiny committee.
In March it was revealed a
“significant number” of social
work services staff were off
sick with work-related stress.
Others were burnt-out fol-
lowing two years of trying to
support vulnerable children,
families and individuals across
the region.

____________________ 

Langholm
man banned
An elderly Langholm man has
been banned from contacting
his former partner for 15 years
after admitting abusive 
behaviour towards her.
Robert Laidlaw of Maxwell
Road in the town pled guilty
to an amended charge of 
repeatedly shouting and swear-
ing at and on occasion pushing
the 78-year-old woman over a
two and a half year period 
between April 2019 and
November 2021.
The 81-year-old pensioner -
who was issued with a non
harassment order by Dumfries
Sheriff Court  - was also 
ordered to pay £300 in 
compensation to his former
partner.

By Penny Johnstone

Objectors to plans for a mas-
sive wind farm five miles south
of Hawick say they’re banding
together to fight the scheme.
Local residents around
Skelfhill Pen say the 62 turbine
proposal by renewables devel-
oper Muirhall Energy will 
devastate the environment, 
destroy their quality of life and
affect local businesses.  
They are also warning of three
years of traffic chaos, with 
developers planning to bring
more than 800 escorted abnor-
mal loads to the site south east
of Teviothead.
“If this goes ahead, these

will be the largest onshore tur-
bines in the UK.  They are

completely inappropriate and
out of scale in our rolling Border
hills.  These turbines are so big
they should only be sited off-
shore,” said a spokesperson for
the newly formed campaign
group.  

Iconic
“The turbines closest to
Skelfhill Pen will actually be
150 metres higher than the sum-
mit of this iconic peak.  It is of
similar geological significance
to the Eildons, Arthur’s Seat
and Edinburgh Castle Rock.  It
is one of the most photographed
locations in the Borders and if
this goes ahead, these views
will be destroyed”.
Many of the turbines will mea-
sure up to 240 metres tall - the

height of a 60-storey skyscraper
– which protestors say will
dwarf the hills around them.
The development will also in-
clude 50,000 solar panels cov-
ering an area of 30 football
pitches across the hillsides.
The objectors argue the impact
on wildlife, red-listed birds,
flora and fauna will be immea-
surable and the group fears the
development could cause run
off polluting the many burns
and streams which are valuable
fish spawning grounds within
the Teviot and Tweed catchment
area.
The Scottish government’s
Energy Consents Unit is wel-
coming submissions until July
12 from anyone concerned about
the Teviot scheme. 

Developer Muirhall Energy
claims the wind farm could
generate £3.6 million a year in
benefits for the local community
through a Community Invest-
ment Fund.  
A spokesperson for Muirhall
Energy said: “The Teviot Wind
Farm will bring significant 
inward investment to local vil-
lages such as Teviothead and
Denholm, as well as the larger
town of Hawick.”
However, campaigners say
the money offered will not offset
the devastation of their hills.  
“The proposed Teviot devel-
opment is no less than an 
industrialisation of an entirely
wild area. When it’s gone it’s
gone forever,” their spokesper-
son added.

...as opposition grows to Teviotdale plan
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MSP calls
for action
on bird flu
South Scotland MSP Colin
Smyth has called for a long-
term action plan to help prevent
a repeat of the devastation
caused by avian flu outbreaks. 
According to RSPB, the recent

unprecedented outbreak of HPAI
in overwintering geese killed
an estimated third of the world
population of Svalbard barnacle
geese in the Solway area. 
This summer, HPAI has gone

on to affect Scotland’s interna-
tionally important colonies of
seabirds up and down the coast-
line, from Shetland to the Bass
Rock and the Mull of Galloway. 
Speaking during topical ques-

tion time in the Scottish Parlia-
ment on Tuesday, Mr Smyth
said: “Sadly, more and more of
my constituents are commonly
finding dead birds strewn along
paths on the shore. 
“Our region is famous for the

geese which migrate here each
winter and avian flu had a hor-
rendous effect on them. 
“This terrible disease is now

affecting birds up and down
Scotland and we need a long-
term plan to help prevent future
outbreaks.”

NEWS
IN BRIEF

JOIN OUR TEAM
STEER YOUR CAREER IN A NEW DIRECTION

We are looking for experienced and trainee bus 
drivers to join our growing team. 

If you fancy a new career and would like to become a trainee bus 
driver, we offer training up to the value of £2000* combined with 
helpful assistance to guide you through the process. Roles are 
available in our Galashiels, St Boswells and Berwick-upon-Tweed 
depots. *T&C’s apply

Contact:
info@bordersbuses.co.uk
call us on 01896 754350 
or scan the QR code 
to visit our careers site.
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Are the days of wolf-whistling
builders, tucking into greasy
breakfast baps while pop mu-
sic blares from their white
vans, a thing of the past?
They are according to a new

survey, which suggests that mod-
ern tradesmen are sensitive souls
more likely to enjoy yoga, 
muesli, listening to Radio 4 and
sharing their feelings.
A poll of 2,000 UK builders

found 75 per cent of them often
discussed their emotions with
colleagues and two-thirds
shunned fried breakfasts. A third
reported being vegetarian or
said they ate meat less than
twice a week.
And less than half drive a

white van!
Langholm builder Kevan Hot-

son – who drives a blue van
and who works alongside his
Cornet son Ruairi – agrees things
these days are a bit different.
“I do have a sensitive side

and might fit into that category,”
he said. ‘And it’s definitely a
cup of tea and toast for breakfast
for me.

“Ruari and I work together,
talk together and fall out together
- there’s certainly plenty of time
for sharing how we feel.”
According to the builders

polled by construction industry

supplier Toolstation, more than
three-quarters said they enjoyed
reading and nearly half were
history buffs. Meanwhile 30
percent followed politics, 60
percent were interested in 

science, and one in five said
they were art lovers. Only a
fifth read the sports pages in
newspapers. 
Work consumes builder Kevan

who tells us he has no time to

read, other than the E&L Ad-
vertiser: 
“My hobby is my work –

though it does get nudged out
at times for Common Riding 
duties.  
“And I do like spending time

with my horses; it’s a great way
to get the family together.”
When it comes to listening to

the radio, nearly a third of those
surveyed favoured BBC Radio
2, Radio 4 or Classic FM, with
only three per cent listening to
Radio 1. “I do enjoy a good
blaring of Radio 2, much to
Ruairi’s disgust,” Kevan said.
“He’s a big fan of Radio 1 but
age takes priority 
“And we do make sure we

turn it down for elderly clients
as we like to mind our manners.”
Starting the day with yoga or
pilates is still a stretch too far
for Kevan, however, who also
says he’s never been a wolf-
whistler: “My mother raised me
too well for that and I get plenty
of exercise on the job,” he said.

WOKE BUILDERS: Ruairi Hotson catches up with The Times while dad Kevan enjoys a nice Darjeeling

‘Wolf-whistles? We’re too
busy listening to Radio 4’
As shock research suggests Britain’s macho builders are now embracing their 
sensitive sides, PENNY JOHNSTONE finds out if the trend has reached Langholm.
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Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES
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The Royal Highland Show
may have fallen short of the
attendance record set in 2019
by around 1,000, but its return
to the agricultural calendar
after a Covid-enforced ab-
sence was welcomed by all. 
This was also the highly pres-
tigious event’s 200th year, which
added an extra sparkle to the
celebrations.
Annan based farming couple
Ali Jackson and Hannah Sloan

made history when their Dutch
Spotted sheep not only took
the Reserve Inter-Breed Cham-
pionship with Tip-Top Diana
but went on the following day
to take the Supreme Overall
with both Tiptop Diana and
Tiptop Dutchman. 
The distinctive looking breed
is relatively new to the UK
though growing in popularity
and this was the first time
they’ve been seen at the Royal

Highland. 
There were also Champi-
onships for James Common of
Crossdykes, Lockerbie in the
Cheviots and Neil Millar of
Woodhousehill, Kirkpatrick
Fleming in the Blue du Maine.
Kevin Watret of Annan won
the British Blue Female Cham-
pionship with Solway View 
Kesha. 

Free your toms
from the fridge!

Survey into
Spuds U Like
By Gilly Fraser

Potatoes consistently top the
charts in the UK as the na-
tion’s favourite vegetable –
and according to research
carried out by polling experts
YouGov, potato fans will prob-
ably also like painting on
glass, the Mini car and the
actor Colin Firth. 
This information may or may
not prove useful to a new body
currently being set up to support
and develop the sector. 
The Seed Potato Organisation
is being established as a co-
operative to address issues
caused by the failure of the UK
and EU to reach agreement on
potatoes. Before leaving the
EU, Scotland exported around
£11 million worth of seed spuds
to Europe every year, so the
ongoing impasse is having a
major impact on the country’s
growers. 

One of its nine founder mem-
bers is Borders-based Peter
Shiells, who is keen to hear
from other growers.
“We’ve a good idea of how
we want this organisation to
run and what we want it to do.
We need to find out if other
growers agree, and if they’re
keen to sign up.”
Growers can have their say
in a survey on the group’s new
website, and the SPO will also
feature at this year’s Potatoes
in Practice at the James Hutton
Institute in Dundee in August,
which is the UK’s largest field-
based potato event.
NFU Scotland President Mar-
tin Kennedy recently led a del-
egation to Brussels in a bid to
appeal for an end to the dead-
lock. He later said the meeting
had been robust, but frustrating,
leaving Scottish potato growers
paying the price for an increas-
ingly political issue. 

By Gilly Fraser

Now that salad season’s here,
you can expect to see tomatoes
playing a starring role on
plates, in leafy bowls and at
picnics galore. 
Yet as delicious as they look,
their taste can often be bland
and frankly disappointing. So
here’s a tip from a man who
should know – because he is
Scotland’s only major commer-
cial grower of tomatoes: Don’t
ever put tomatoes in the fridge. 
It might seem the obvious
thing to do to keep them fresh,
especially in the warm summer
weather. 
However Jim Shanks of 
Standhill Farm near Hawick,
which supplies tomatoes to local
shops and to major supermarket
chains, says the cold tempera-
tures will kill the tomato taste

stone dead. It’s a message he
and the tomato-growing industry
strive hard to get across to con-
sumers.
“The UK Tomato Working
Party always joke that if they
had a logo it would be of a
tomato with boxing gloves on,
fighting a fridge,” he says.
“When we have tours here we
always pass that tip on and we
often have people phoning home
to tell their partners to get the
tomatoes out of the fridge im-
mediately.”
As to the much debated ques-
tion of whether the tomato is
really fruit or veg – the official
botanist line says it’s a fruit be-
cause it contains seeds and
grows from the flower of the
plant. 
So – if you want those juicy
toms to pack a tasty punch –
free them from the fridge! SALAD DAYS: Tomtoes on the vine at Standhill

SOLWAY AGRICULTURE
LIMITED

Glasgow Road Lockerbie Dumfriesshire
DG11 2SE

Tel. Lockerbie (01576) 204124
Fax. Lockerbie (01576) 203806

Beet Pulp Pellets
Barley Grains

NB Grains Wheat Grains
Rolled Barley

Wheatfeed Rapemeal
Hi Pro Soya etc.

Can be mixed to your
requirements

Collect or deliver ex Laurmar,
Heathall Ind. Est., Dumfries

Bekina Wellingtons
Waterproof Leggings &
Jackets Boiler Suits etc

FOR ALL LAMBING 
REQUIREMENTS

lamb colostrum, lambs milk 
bottles, teats, lammacs

castration rings and pliers 
marking sprays etc. Mart report now on page 12

Help at hand
Sometimes we all just need to
talk to someone who will listen,
to unburden ourselves of 
problems rather than bottling
them up. 
And that’s perhaps particularly
true for people working in farm-
ing with all its many challenges. 
That’s the thinking behind a
new telephone helpline set up
by a charity called RSABI
specifically designed for people
working in agriculture. 
Set up in 1897 as the Royal
Scottish Agricultural Benevolent
Institution, the group provides
emotional, financial and 
practical support to people in 
agriculture. 
Its new helpline will be avail-
able 24 hours a day, seven days
a week, all year round, thanks
to funding from the Royal 
Highland Agricultural Society
of Scotland and the Scottish
Government. 
The freephone number is 
0808 1234 555.

BriefingAll hail the Highland 
Show champs

BEST: Cattle judging at the RHS
Photo: Richard Webb
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Spree – it’s a word that con-
jures up fun and frolics and
a great time had by all and
that’s exactly what Spree 
Scotland is all about. 
It’s been held at the Rock

UK centre just outside 
Newcastleton annually since
2005 apart from the Covid
years, bringing together children
and youngsters aged between
eight and 16 from all over the
country. To call it action-packed
and full of variety would be
something of an understatement,
as organiser and ‘Mum for the
weekend,’ Julie Thomson ex-
plains. 
“They can do climbing and

abseiling, go on the zip-wire,
kayaking, canoeing, swimming,
archery and bushcraft,” she
says.
“We have a campfire, there

are movies, we run a silent
disco which is brilliant fun,
and there’s the colour run where
the kids run between various
stations where they’re given
challenges. 
“When they complete the

challenge they get powder paint
chucked all over them, then
there’s a party on the field with
music and everyone chucks
paint at everyone else, so ev-
eryone ends up covered in
colours.” 
However, there’s more to

Spree than sheer high-jinks.
The event is run by a charity
called Urban Saints, first
launched in London in 1900
when a group of young lads

told the founder Albert Kerstin
they didn’t go to church because
it was boring. He offered to
set up ‘an exciting Christian
group’ and so the movement
was born. 
Julie, who works for the Re-

fresh Community Church in
Newcastleton, says Christian
faith is definitely at the heart
of Spree but doesn’t dominate
proceedings.
“There are lots of challenges,

plus times together for worship
and a bit of teaching. It’s for
children who are Christian, for
others who maybe have ques-
tions, and for children of no
faith at all. When I was little, I
went to a Scripture Union hol-
iday club every year, but I
didn’t become Christian till I
was 20. I hit a bit of a crisis in
my own life then and I was
searching everywhere and ask-
ing all these questions and that’s
when the seeds planted when I
was younger really started to
bloom and led me to find out
more.”
Newcastleton Mum Hayley

Pearson knows her three chil-
dren will come home at the
end of the weekend tired out,
full of stories and probably still
covered in paint. She says it’s
easy to see why they love the
event so much. 

“Spree is fantastic for the
children, they offer so much
and it really does boost their
confidence. To have this expe-
rience on our doorstep, we are
very lucky. As for the people
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Action-packed Spree at Rock UK

who work there during Spree, they are brilliant. They’re
so supportive to both the children and parents and you
can really tell they love what they do.”
The young Pearsons clearly agree.
Bella, eight, says: “I Iike meeting new people, playing

with my friends and getting to be in a cabin with all
my friends. I know Julie, Donna and Holly a lot so I
can tell them if I feel sad. I love spree. 
Layna, 10, says: “It gives you a lot of freedom. You

can try new things. The colour run is amazing.”
And Cole says: “It gives you the opportunity to face

your fears when doing the activities. To spend time
with your friends and have a ball.”
For Julie, that means once again it’s been a job well

done. “I hope they’ve just had a really amazing expe-
rience, especially after Covid which stopped so many
kids being able to do all the things they should be able
to do as a child. I hope it’s a lifelong memory of fun

By Gilly Fraser TEAMWORK: Working as a group on one of the challenges SAILING: There’s nothing so nice – as messing about on the river

MUSIC: Joining together in song

FEARLESS: All lined up and ready for the fun to begin

RAINBOW: Say it with colour – and lots of it
All photos courtesy of Nathan Savory

LISTENING:Sitting still for once, but probably not for long

Youngsters have a rare old time at 17th annual event



Last week, we reported on
the inaugural Scott 
Morrison Memorial Open
Pairs bowling competition,
held in Langholm in 
memory of a promising
young student from the town
who died in a tragic accident
in 2020.
We have since received a

letter from Scott’s parents,
Tommy and Diane 
Morrison, in which they
wish to thank everyone 
involved in such a special
day. 
We are delighted to reprint

their letter in full today.

‘We would like to sincerely
thank everyone who helped
make the inaugural running
of the Scott Morrison Memo-
rial open pairs bowling com-
petition on 18th June, such
a resounding success. 
Firstly, to the New Town
and Old Town bowls clubs,
our thanks for their magnif-
icent joint effort in staging
this event played at both
greens. 
The organisers, greenkeep-
ers, kitchen and bar staff –
who were all volunteers –
made a superb job on what
was a very busy day. 
An entry of 64 pairs is a

huge event to cater for and
was carried out with great
aplomb. The final was played
at the New Town green and
next year will be played at
the Old Town green on an
alternating basis each year. 
The final was greatly sup-
ported, despite the descent
of the midges at the end!
Secondly, a collection for

charity was held at both clubs
in lieu of holding a raffle,
and a total of £602.05 was
raised. 
We are donating the money
to Langholm ambulance sta-
tion, whose staff were in 
attendance at Scott’s accident
and to whom we owe a great
debt of gratitude. 
This total has since been

boosted to £1,137.05 by 
further donations, including
a very generous donation
from Bill and Jean Barbour. 
Lastly, we would like to
thank the supporters of the
event. We are so grateful to
the players, non-players, and
also friends from near and
far who made this a day to
remember. This emotional

day for us will live long in
the memory and what a won-
derful tribute to our son.
Scott would have been so
proud. 

Thank you,

Tommy and Diane 
Morrison.’
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‘Scott would have been so proud’
Think bike,
say police
Police Scotland is renewing its
road safety plea with a particular
focus on motorcyclists.
Officers are asking all road
users to be responsible and keep
each other safe and to keep an
eye out for bikers who it says
are more vulnerable.
More than 85 percent of all
collisions involving motorbikes
happen in rural areas during the
daytime and in good weather. 
Figures show that more than
500 riders are seriously injured
or killed across the country each
year.
Fellow biker and deputy head
of road policing, Superintendent
Stewart Mackie, said: 
“We speak to motorcyclists
and other road users all year
round but as the better weather
arrives, there is a real focus on
motorbike safety and educating
all drivers.
“My plea to other riders is a
straightforward one – get home
safe. I have bitter experience
of attending fatal collisions over
the years and we must all be
cautious on bends - especially
left hand bends - and think twice
before every single overtake.
“I understand the pleasure of
being on a bike and exploring
Scotland, but there’s nothing
more important than returning
home to your loved ones safe
and well.
“Every road user needs to play
their part, ” said Supt Mackie.
____________________

New Deputy
Lieutenants
Two well-known Annandale busi-
nessmen are stepping up to take
on some royal duties following
their appointment as deputy 
lord lieutenants for 
Dumfriesshire.
Hardip Atwal, BEM, from 
Annan, joins the team led by
Lord Lieutenant Fiona 
Armstrong.
Mr Atwal runs a grocery store
and post office and is a wedding
banquet manager, as well as a
special police constable.
The former Annan Academy
pupil has been widely recognised
for his work as a community
champion inaugurating a multi-
cultural ball and raising money
for local charities.
Also appointed is Lord David
Johnstone of Annandale Estates
near Lockerbie. Lord Johnstone
is involved in countryside man-
agement and a former chair of
Scottish Land and Estates. He’s
also a current board member of
Nature Scot and South of Scotland
Community Housing (SOSCH)
and currently chairs the John-
stonebridge Community Trust.

Region is top of staycation league

MEMORIAL MATCH:  Diane and Tommy Morrison with the winners and runners-up at last week’s memorial match held in memory of their son, Scott

Our region is the most in-de-
mand holiday destination in
Scotland – and that’s official!
According to the 2022 Sykes
Scotland Staycation Index,
Dumfries and Galloway has
overtaken the Scottish Highlands
as Scotland’s most in-demand
holiday region for 2022, with
Southerness leading the way as
a destination base.
It’s welcome news for the area
after two years of Covid 
restrictions, with UK holiday-
makers set to boost Scotland’s
economy by £19 billion this
year.
Over 30 percent of UK adults
have already booked at least
one holiday or overnight trip
in Scotland this year, with stay-
cations increasing by 47 per
cent and the average holiday-
makers planning to spend £1,100
on their break.
Graham Donoghue, CEO of
Sykes Holiday Cottages, who

commissioned the annual sur-
vey, said: “As the tourism 
industry emerges from the
throws of the pandemic, the
trend of opting for staycations
and travelling closer to home
is here to stay.
“Although international travel
restrictions are now a distant
memory, many travellers have

experienced the wonders of hol-
idaying on UK soil and they
are not ready to stop exploring.

Preferred
“Based on our consumer 
research, Scotland is likely to
stay a preferred travel destina-
tion throughout the rest of 2022
and beyond – with bookings in

autumn and winter already 
confirmed.
“And as millions choose 
Scottish breaks, a growing num-
ber of people across Scotland
and the rest of the UK are cap-
italising on this trend by setting
up their own holiday let 
businesses.”
The survey has been 

welcomed by South Scotland
MSP Emma Harper, who 
recently put the national spot-
light on Dumfries & Galloway’s
thriving tourism sector during
Scottish Tourism Week. 
“It shows that the demand for
Scotland as a preferred holiday
destination is being seen more
widely across the whole of the
UK,” she said.
“More importantly for us in
D&G, it shows that our region
has overtaken the Scottish 
Highlands as Scotland’s most
in-demand holiday region for
2022, and the fact people are
coming to our region in higher
numbers is no doubt down to
the hard work of all those 
involved in in our regions tourism
businesses and attractions. 
“I will continue to do all I
can to support Dumfries and
Galloway’s thriving tourism
sector and I encourage people
to come and see all our region
has to offer.”

IDYLLIC: Kippford, on the Galloway coast, is only one of the desireable holiday spots for staycationers

NEWS
IN BRIEF

Parents give heartfelt thanks for Langholm bowls memorial

D&G beats the Highlands in poll of go-to holiday destinations
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LANGHOLM 
TOWN HALL 

(inside)
WEDNESDAYS 10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS 9am - 2pm
Access through rear door

ROYAL BANK MOBILE VAN
Day Centre car park

Thursdays
11:45am - 12:25pm

LOCAL 
NOTICEBOARD

Advertise on the
NOTICEBOARD

this size
5cm x 1col

only

£15 inc VAT

LOCAL NOTICEBOARD
Advertise on the
NOTICEBOARD

this size 5cm x 2col 
only

£20 inc VAT
Contact: sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

If you have compiled a quiz - 
or a crossword - and you would like to

send in to the E&L, 
we would be delighted to publish it.

You can either pop it through the door,
(47a High Street, Langholm)

hand it in to the office or email it to 
alan@eladvertiser.co.uk

BEPUZZLED
 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13 14

15

16 17

18

19 20 21 22

23 24

The E&L CROSSWORD...No. 12

SOLUTION below, ...no cheating!!

Please send your events for this FREE  listing below, to alan@eladvertiser.co.uk

Across
7 Inexpensive (5)
8 Adage (7)
9 Make more enticing (7)
10 Give consent (5)
11 Female servant (4)
12 Block (8)
16 Reduce (8)
17 Woodwind instrument (4)
19 Such as floribundas (5)
21 Cheering person (7)
23 Frog larva (7)
24 Disgusting dirt (5)

Down
1 Vegetable with a knobby root (8)
2 Malice (5)
3 Competition for all comers (4)
4 Faithfulness (7)
5 Successor (4)
6 No-show (8)
7 Long-leaved lettuce (3)
11 Chair (8)
13 Common electrical conductor (3)
14 Portable weather protection (8)
15 Retirement income (7)
18 Smell (5)
20 Team (4)
21 Storage shelter (4)
22 Dashboard measure (1,1,1)

LOCAL NOTICEBOARD

E&L CROSSWORD NO. 12 SOLUTION

Across: 7 Cheap, 8 Proverb, 9 Sweeten, 10 Agree, 11 Maid, 12 Obstruct, 16 Decrease,
17 Oboe, 19 Roses, 21 Sunbeam, 23 Tadpole, 24 Filth. 

Down: 1 Celeriac, 2 Spite, 3 Open, 4 Loyalty, 5 Heir, 6 Absentee, 7 Cos, 11 Moderate,
13 Bus, 14 Umbrella, 15 Pension, 18 Sniff, 20 Side, 21 Shed, 22 M p h. 
WHAT’S ON IN ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE 

JUNE
Thurs 30th D&G Recruitment Event 

10am - 2pm Langholm Town Hall

Thurs 30th Scottish Chamber Orchestra 7.30pm The Buccleuch Centre

JULY
Fri 1st

Sun 3rd
Newcastleton Traditional

Music Festival
Various venues
Newcastleton

Sat 2nd Copshaw Common Riding Newcastleton

Sun 3rd Langholm Kids’ Common Riding
1pm - 4pm Braehead, Langholm

Mon 4th
- Fri 8th

Xcel Project
Summer Holiday Activities

See Xcel Facebook page
for details

Sun 17th Castle Craigs Club
Pony Ride and Family Day Langholm Cricket Club

FAW SIDE WIND FARM
a public community meeting 

is being hosted by the government reporter at 
The Buccleuch Centre on 1st July at 10.00am.

All interested parties will be in attendance, namely
the applicant via their lawyers, members of the 
Fawside Community Group along with council 
representatives from both D&G and the Scottish
Borders.

To
advertise

in the
E & L 

Advertiser
please call
013873
80012
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C&D Auction Marts Limited had for-
ward 5,608 sheep comprising of 295
prime hoggs, 1,723 spring lambs
and 3,590 cast ewes & rams at their
weekly sale at Longtown on Thurs-
day 23rd June 2022.
Increased numbers of cast cows

were forward yet again, to a competitive
ringside of five buyers, ensuring all
classes met a flying trade throughout.
More numbers are required on a
weekly basis. The sale topped at 204p
for an Angus from Tanlawhill Farming,
Westerkirk, who also sold Herefords at
202p and other Angus cows to 198p,
194p and 193p. Holstein cows sold to
179p (x2) from Hewson Bros, Jer-
riestown, Blackford. Top per head of
£1,507 and £1,313 for Herefords from
Lyneholm House with Holsteins to
£1,503 from Jerriestown. Angus cows
to £1,228 and £1,207 from Tanlawhill.
A much larger show of 1,723 good

quality prime lambs were forward and
attracted very strong competition from
the usual buyers. 
Overall average 314.8p (SQQ

313.8p), with many of the best pens

making 330-340p per kilo with a top
price per kilo of 336p for Texel lambs
shown by HM Martindale, The Land,
Ecclefechan.
Heavy lambs also an exceptional de-

mand with many pens between £160-
£170 and to a top of £180 for Suffolks
from J Watson & Co., Bowsden Moor,
Berwick.

PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER KILO)
Texel 336p The Land, 335p, 334p,
332p Kilnford Croft, 332p Whins, 331p
Newhope & Kilnford Croft.  
Suffolk 333p, 329p, 328p Cambeckhill,
328p Carsegowan, 325p Whins.
Beltex 328p Nirvana, 324p, Kilnford
Croft, 322p, 320p Nirvana.   
Dutch Spotted 316p Frankstown.
Charollais 309p Hundalee House.  
Zwartble 303p Glencairn.
PRINCIPAL PRICE (PER HEAD)
Suffolk £180 Bowsden Moor, £165
Beechgrove, £162.50 Carsegowan.
Texel £171 Whins, £163 Kilnford Croft,
£162.50 Whins.
Zwartble £163, £155 Glencairn.  
Dutch Spotted £144 Frankstown.

Dorset £139 Whinney Brow.
Oxford £137 Guards.
Beltex £135.50, £134.40 Nirvana,
£131.50 Kimmeter Green.

An end of season show of 295 hoggs
saw all good meat good to sell. Top
price per kilo of 293p for Cheviots
from PAD Boyle & Sons, Mallsgate
Hall, Roweltown. Top per head of
£130 for Texels shown by T Bean &
Sons, Shield Farm, Co Durham and
for Oxfords from Messrs Rutherford
& Co., Guards, Gretna.
An  overall sale average
of 219.7ppk (SQQ 221.5ppk) 

PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER KILO)
Hill Cheviot 293p Mallsgate Hall, 274p
Faulding Cleugh, 250p East Buccleuch.
Texel 278p Cardewlees, 263p Malls-
gate Hall, 261p Shield Farm.
Berrichon 278p Paulsland.  
Suffolk 270p Weeds, 238p Low 
Hallburn.
Beltex 266p Priory Nook.  
Mule 252p Culquhasen.
PRINCIPAL PRICE (PER HEAD)

Texel £130, £123 Shield Farm, £123
Morrell Hill.
Oxford £130, £120 Guards.  
Hill Cheviot £129 Mallsgate Hall   
Suffolk £119 Weeds.  
Berrichon £117 Paulsland.  
Mule £115 Mallsgate Hall.
Another large entry of 3,590 cast
ewes and rams were forward which
attracted more buyers around the
ringside. Trade for heavy ewes
would be slightly cheaper although
hill ewes were scarce and dear. 
All classes received strong 

competition.
Heavy ewes sold to £238 per head

for Texel ewes from R Osborne, Castle-
hill, Durisdeer.
Mule ewes sold to a top of

£146 from M Smith, Mount Farm,
Blackford.
Hill ewes topped at

£126 for Cheviots from Messrs 
Hepburn & Co., North House, Hawick.

Rams topping at £235 for Bluefaced 
Leicester from Burnfoot Farms, 
Sanquhar.

HEAVY EWES
Texel £238 Castlehill, £216 Kirk House,
£215 Kirkbog Lodge, £212 Crailloch,
£208 Watch Currock.     
Suffolk £178 Edendales, £175, £174
Low Hallburn, £170 Crailloch.
North Country Cheviot £162 Chas-
eside.  
Beltex £155 The Laurels.  
Bluefaced Leicester £150 Burnfoot.  
Charollais £148 High Trewhitt, £144
Heatherglen, £140 Beckfoot & Hun-
dalee Pastoral.  
Mule £146 Mount Farm, £143 Blair-
shinnoch, £141 Longyester & Horsley
Hill, £140 Tone Hall.    
Cheviot Mule £145 Sorrowlessfield
Mains, £140 Raeburnhead.   
LIGHT EWES
Hill Cheviot £126, £124 North House,
£118 Gillesbie, £114 Bankhead of Tin-
wald, £110 Gillesbie.
Easycare £118 Godscroft.
Blackface £112 Viewley, £101 Lon-
glea, £100 Bankhead of Tinwald &
Burnfoot.
Swaledale £96 Mount Farm.

RAMS
Bluefaced Leicester £235 Burnfoot.
Charollais £216 Nether Locharwoods.
Texel £197 Beckfoot, £190 Gillesbie,
£184 Chaseside, £180 Broomhills.    
Dorset £170 Beckfoot.  
Suffolk £164 Roxburgh Mains.
Cheviot £157 Gillesbie.
Blackface £140 Burnfoot.

AVERAGES:
Hoggs
Light to           250.0p (212.1p)
Standard to      278.0p (206.9p)
Medium to      293.0p (251.0p)
Heavy to         263.0p (214.0p)
Shearlings to   236.0p (186.9p)

Lambs
Light to           281.0p (281.2p)
Standard to      336.0p (313.0p)
Medium to      335.0p (315.2p)
Heavy to         334.0p (314.3p)
Overweight to 316.0p (244.5p)

Ewes
Light to           £126.00 (£83.53) 
Heavy to         £238.00 (£131.86)
Rams to           £235.00 (£132.22)

C & D Marts Longtown Primestock Report - Thursday 23rd June

If it’s the first Saturday of
the month, then it must be
Langholm Market.
Come rain or shine, hardy

stall holders will be heading
for the Muckle Toon market
place this weekend for another
celebration of the very best
food, produce and crafts that
our area has to offer.
And while the weather forecast

is changeable at best, it won’t
stop hundreds of locals and vis-
itors paying a visit to see what’s
on offer. 
Among the stall holders on

Saturday are Brown’s Family
Butchers, the Borderland Brew-
ery and Oor Bees Honey.
The Annan-based Co-Co

Company will be present, with
their mouth-watering array of
handmade chocolates, while if
you prefer a vegan option the
team from Smarty Plants Vegan
Ready Meals are ready to show
you just what is possible without
meat.
But it’s not all about food and

drink. A welcome visitor to the
Market this weekend is Anne
Smith, originally from Coupar
Angus. Anne is a mixed media
artist, inspired by land/seascapes
and floral influences, who works
in oils and wool fibres.  
And if it’s something really

different you’re after, check out
the Scrappo Worko stall. They
pride themselves on taking 
useless or unwanted items, such
as odd earrings, spoons forks
and anything broken, and cre-
ating desirable and beautiful
recycled jewellery.

To market, to market Times Past
50 years: Presentation of spurs to
Langholm Cornet
An interesting ceremony took place in the Crown Hotel,
Langholm, when a number of friends and acquaintances of
Cornet Scott Morrison presented him with a pair of spurs on
the occasion of his election to the Cornetship of Langholm
Common Riding.
Ex-Cornet Cyril Johnstone, Holmwood Drive, presided over an

attendance of about 30 and the gift of the spurs, together with the
best wishes of the subscribers for a memorable and successful
year of office were presented to the Cornet by Mr Walter
Rutherford, Academy Place.
Cornet Morrison made suitable acknowledgement.
The remainder of the evening was spent in a social capacity

with Mr A Tedham presiding at the piano, one of the features of
the musical programme being the singing of Langholm’s national
anthem, “The Wee Bit Toon” with eleven Ex-Cornets “up”.

25 years: Now it’s Arthur Bell MBE
One of Langholm’s most popular figures has been awarded
an MBE…
…but in typical modest style Arthur Bell is saying little about the
honour bestowed on him by the Queen in her Birthday Honours’
List.
The award comes just three weeks after the Duke of Buccleuch
unveiled a plaque to commemorate the completion of the restoration
of Westerkirk Library – a task to which Arthur Bell has dedicated
himself over the past five years.
And it is that work as Chairman of the Library Trust, that has con-
tributed towards this week’s honour.
Mr Bell says he has no idea who nominated him for the award nor
was there any specific reason given, but the publication of the
Honours List reads: “Arthur Edward Irving Bell, Chairman, 
Westerkirk Parish Library Trust, for services to the community in
Langholm, Dumfries.”
In addition to chairing the Arthur Bell Trust, he is also responsible
for organising the Talking Newspaper for the Blind, which was
begun last year by the Rotary Club of Langholm. He is also
Captain of the Golf Club.
On Monday he said: “It is very satisfying that what I do gets
recognised.”
But his pleasure was more in the fact that it would bring about
more recognition and publicity for the Library than for Arthur
Bell. “I regard this as a fairly private thing,” he added with
typical understatement.
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The spring/summer season at
the Buccleuch Centre is coming
to an end soon, with tickets
still available for the Scottish
Chamber Orchestra this
evening and The Spooky Men’s
Choral next Tuesday.
However, next season is looking

to be another cracker already.
Things start off at the end of 

August with a variety show headed
by popular accordionist Leonard
Brown and guests. September is a
busy month with The Bohemians,
Keep it Country, Mary Duff, 
Scottish trad legends Aly Bain &
Phil Cunningham and the ever-
popular Simon and Garfunkel 
Story.
October highlights include a con-

cert by hugely popular Irish Country
star Michael English – although
you’ll need to be quick as he’s
selling fast!. Also lined up is an
unashamedly nostalgic Doris Day
tribute, Talon – Best of Eagles,
Twist & Shout, and Stars of Irish
Country.
The Magic Drifters will kick off

November with their authentic por-
trayal of the originals. Jamie Telford
returns with his group My Glass
World.  Stephen Smyth and Pat
Jordan bring us a night of Country
and Irish music on the 14th. and
the very well attended Buccleuch
Christmas Fayre is on Sunday 27.
The year rounds off with 

Abbamania, the Muckle Toon Panto
and Christmas Country in Decem-
ber leading us into the festive 
season.
Trustees, staff, and volunteers at

the Centre are all grateful for the
ongoing support given to
Langholm’s remarkable little the-
atre, and are glad to be getting
back to some semblance of 
normality after the past two years.  
Needless to say, the Centre costs

are huge and any help from the public
is greatly appreciated. The easiest
way to help is to become a Patron
from as little as £10. Information on
becoming a Patron and further details
about the upcoming season is available
from the Centre Box Office in person,
on the phone 013873 81196. or at
www.buccleuchcentre.com

An unusual view of the River Esk and the Kilngreen captured on an unusually beautiful day by Graham Cutts Photography
Camera: Canon 5D

The E&L Gallery

As one Buccleuch season ends...

Information on becoming
a Patron and further 
details about the upcom-
ing season is available
from the Centre Box 
Office in person, on the
phone 013873 81196 or
on the web site, 
www.buccleuchcentre.com



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
47A High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH
013873 80012  alan@eladvertiser.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES
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LANGHOLM 
TOWN HALL 

(inside)
WEDNESDAYS 10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS 9am - 2pm
Access through rear door

ROYAL BANK MOBILE VAN
Day Centre car park

Thursdays
11:45am - 12:25pm

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows

BLINDS

TO LET

LANGHOLM POP-UP SHOP
July 2022

■ Friday 1st July  (74 High St )

Tropic Skincare & Self Care- Kristy Blaen

■ Friday 1st July  (Wee Workshop )

Beattie’s Bakes
■ Saturday 2nd  July (Post Office and Pop-up Shop )

Love Langholm Local Market
To book a space: Call Sharon Irving on 07862 367209

or email:sharon@ashleybank.co.uk

ADVERTISING

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Online Subscriptions to the E&L Advertiser 
now available from only £1 per week

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’. Published weekly and available to read anytime and anywhere 
using multiple devices from mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

WHAT A GREAT IDEA FOR A CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR YOU FAR-FLUNG FRIENDS AND RELATIVES!! 
CLICK HERE TO SUBSCRIBE

Employers!!
• Do you have vacancies to fill?
• Are you seeking to expand your business?

We have a wide readership covering Langholm and Eskdale,
Newcastleton, Longtown, Annan and Lockerbie and very
competitive rates.

To discuss your employment needs contact us on 013873 80012 
or email alan@eladvertiser.co.uk

Advertise in the E & L....
You’ll be surprised how little it costs! 

GROW
Your Business with the E&L!
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Hounds
Hounds from all over UK
and Ireland came together
last week for the annual in-
ternational meet at Caldbeck.
The Senior hounds got the
day’s racing underway and they
were still closely grouped as
they passed the field at halfway.
It was a thrilling race to the
line up the long finish, with
one of the favourites Kirkhead
Rebel getting up to win by a
length from the two year old
hound Mitredale Dusk.
The Senior Maidens had a
good entry of 29 hounds.  Mon-
soon appeared on the finish to
win easily from Eleanors Lass.  
First race on the shorter trail
was the Open Pups where 14
hounds set off. When they came
into view on the finish Foxparke
Beep Beep was clear, with
Huntsmans Rebel and Rex the
Rocket having a good race for
second and third.  
The Puppy Maidens saw all
20 runners in a heap as they
passed the field. Seven hounds
charged towards the line for a
thrilling finish in which Long-
town-trained Eagle Love just
outpaced the rest.
The largest slip of the day
was the Open Restricted. After

an early scale Sir Robert got
away and had an unassailable
lead on the rest of the field
and came on to the finish on
his own to take the race.  
The final race was the Veter-
ans for hounds six years and
over. Huntsmans Major was
leading as they turned for home,
but Hawkeswood showed a
good turn of foot to win. 

25th June 2022-International
Hound Trails - Cleamire

Hounds - 1. Kirkhead Rebel
2. Mitredale Dusk 3. Hunter's

Flame 4. Winterfell 5. Duchess
Ava 6. Mitredale Duchess 7.
Jenny's Quest
14 ran Time 32.59
Maidens - 1. Monsoon 2.
Eleanor's Lass 3. Denton Sham-
rock 4. Thorn Pop 5. Kinniside
Dan 6. Foxparke Parma Violet
7. Fly Me To The Moon
29 Ran Time 36.41
Open Pups - 1. Foxparke Beep
Beep 2. Huntsman's Rebel 3.
Rex The Rocket 4. Thorn Light-
ening 5. Mitredale Shade 6.
Lady Million 7. Delta Swift
14 Ran Time 18.19
Puppy Maidens - 1. Eagle

Love 2. Foxparke Mysteriously
3. Foxparke Whoosh 4. Thorn
Thunder 5. Sweet Dreas 6.
Malia 7. Busy Again
20 Ran Time 19.46
Open Restricted - 1. Sir Robert
2. Bretton 3. Denton Balboa 4.
Ron 5. Insider 6. Eagle Rock
7. Lucky Charm
35 Ran Time 18.13
Veteran - 1. Hawkswood 2.
Huntsman's Major 3. General
James 4. Foxparke Golden Balls
5. Foxparke Hooligan 6.
Mitredale Shadow 7. Canny
Mover
10 Ran Time 18.48

International class on
display at Caldbeck

Old and New 
bowlers in action
Bowling
Langholm Old Town Bowling
Club held their open pairs tour-
nament on Saturday in very
showery conditions.
There was some excellent bowling

on the day and the eventual winners
were Benny Boa and David 
Borthwick from Moffat, who defeated
Kevin Irving and Stevie Barker by
one shot in what was a very exciting
final.
The beaten semi-finalists were 

Ronnie Johnstone (Langholm Old)
and Booba (Langholm New) and a
Dumfries pair.
Thanks were made by president,

Kevin Irving to all the ladies in the
kitchen for all their hard work to-
wards making it such a successful
day. And there was a big thank you
to Zander Turnbull, yet again, for
his sponsorship.
Meanwhile last Tuesday evening,

Langholm OTBC hosted a friendly
game against Longtown and were
worthy winners, winning all four
matches

A.Wilkinson, D. Little, E. Aitken –
14 Longtown 11
K. Nawrocki, D. Irving, A. Aitken –
21 Longtown 8
T. Adams, N. Weatherstone, 
R. Redmond – 16 Longtown 11
T. Stothart, R. Dunn, K. Irving – 30
Longtown 2

After an enjoyable night’s bowling,
teas were served and both clubs
are looking forward to the return
match.

Golf
On a very windy and blustery day
day, Simon Tweddle literally blew the
competition away with an excellent
level par round of 40pts to retain his
Langholm Open title.
1st Simon Tweddle 40pts
2nd Josh Peloso 37pts
3rd Derek Johnstone 36pts
4th Fraser Dennis Mitchell 34pts
5th Alan Wilson 34pts
6th Ross Rae 34pts

1st Scratch David Johnstone 31pts
1st Visitor David Thom (Innerleithen)
Nearest the Pin 4th/13th Jamie Collins
Nearest the Pin 9th/18th Max 
Johnstone
Magic 2's - Ricky Henderson, Callum
Henderson, Barry Patterson, Max 
Johnstone, David Nicol Latimer
Thanks to everyone for once again
making this another successful day. 

RETAINED: Simon Tweddle (l) receives his trophies from golf club captain David Jeffrey

Langholm Golf Open

Jock’s in the 
Legion hot seat

Football
Langholm Legion’s hunt for a
new manager is finally over.
This week Jamie “Jock” Thom-
son was unveiled as the man to
lead the side for the season ahead. 
Jock has great experience of
the game having played for and
managed a number of clubs, and
was most recently at the Carlisle
City Development team. But he’s
also a Legion veteran, having
enjoyed a number of stints at the
club, most recently as part of the
Wall Cup-winning side in 2018
At his side as his Number Two
and assistant manager will be
Sean Byers. Sean played most

of last season for the club and
and will bring intimate knowledge
of the playing squad and a wealth
of experience to the management
team. 
Chairman Martin Thomlinson
said: “All at the club are fully
behind the two guys at the helm
and will receive our absolute
backing as we look to build on
the strong foundations already in
place. 
“Jock will take his first training
session on Wednesday night be-
fore we embark on a series of
preseason fixtures to get the side
in prime condition for the big
kick off on Saturday 13th 
August.”

Brian and Marianne Shaw 
with Lucky Charm. Sarah Harper with Delta Swift

Cav shows
his class
The cream of British cycling
was in Dumfries and Galloway
last week, as the British Na-
tional Championships returned
to the region.
Four days of races took place
in Dumfries, Kirkudbright and
Castle Douglas with the action
kicking off with a time trial at
the Crichton Estate.
It proved to be a family affair,
with the Hayer brothers, Ethan
and Leo, retaining their titles
in both the elite men’s and un-
der-23 men’s races respectively. 
In the women’s race victory
went to Joss Lowden, who was
also the only rider to crack 29
minutes.

Meanwhile Tour de France
rider Mark Cavendish tri-
umphed in the men’s road race
for the second time – although
it was a bittersweet victory for
the Manx Missile, who subse-
quently learned that he had not
been selected for this year’s
Tour, which begins in 
Copenhagen on Friday.

MANAGER: Martin Thomlinson said “All at the club are fully behind the two
guys at the helm and will receive our absolute backing”
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Sponsored by KELSO RACES
01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Cricket
By Gregor Park

Ladies Day arrived at
Langholm Cricket Club on
Saturday and the youthful
home team, missing four se-
nior players, did not disap-
point entertaining the guests
with some high-quality cricket
as they comfortably defeating
a young Carlisle 3rd XI.

Captain Dave Steele once
again won the toss – making it
nine from nine – and elected to
bowl in changing weather con-
ditions. 

Tony Steele opened the attack
with 16-year-old Corey Park
opening the bowling for the
first time in the 1st XI. And it
was the youngster who made
the breakthrough in his third
over, having Newell caught be-
hind by Donaldson with the
score on 22. 

Eight balls later John Bell
took a catch to dismiss Trickett

off the bowling of Steele. Fol-
lowing last week’s 10 dropped
catches the curse appeared to
have followed the home side
again and several catches were
put down. 

Brown and Patel looked to
rebuild for Carlisle, adding 45
before a change of bowling saw
Dave Steele and Jake Park share

three quick wickets in the space
of 11 balls to leave the visitors
on 70 for five. 

Langholm’s wicket machine
Chris Stewart then got in on
the act with two wickets in his
first two overs, removing the
key wicket of Patel for 41. With
Jay Gordon giving nothing away
at the other end, Stewart was
able to pick up another two
wickets finishing with figures
of four for 12. Corey Park re-
turned to the attack to finish
off the Carlisle innings taking
the final wicket with the score
on 115.

Duncan Elliott and Hughie
Donaldson opened the
Langholm response and were
largely untroubled by the
Carlisle attack. With both men
picking-up boundaries with reg-
ular ease the scoreboard began
to tick over and they passed
the 50 mark in 12 overs. 

It wasn’t until the 19th over
when Donaldson eventually suc-

cumbed, holing out for a very
impressive 27 off the bowling
of Newton. Nicky
Piszczykiewicz came in to join
Elliott and in his usual style set
about the visiting bowlers. 

Elliott passed his half-century
with another well-struck bound-
ary before he was eventually
out for 58 with Langholm only
needing another four runs to
win. Piszczykiewicz promptly
obliged, smashed the next ball
high and long into the hay mead-
ow where once the Castleholm
was.

Another comprehensive vic-
tory for a young Langholm side
who are looking stronger by
the week. Hughie Donaldson,
18, is looking like a great
prospect for the future, having
kept wicket for 37 overs then
showed great maturity to bat
for 19 overs. 

Langholm travel to Carlisle
next Saturday to take on Carlisle
2nds in the EVCL Cup.

Rugby
Wal Hislop has been a
stalwart at Langholm Rugby
Club for over 50 years.

Now the club he loves has
recognised his devoted service
by making him a Life Member. 

As a player, Wal helped
Langholm become one of the
top clubs in Scotland, and after
hanging up his boots he became
a respected coach for the senior
squad as well as guiding the 

Colts side to the Semi-Junior
Border League title. 

Chairman Kenneth Pool said:
“Wal has been a long serving
committee member, always
willing to help out, and has a
wealth of knowledge of rugby
and of Langholm Rugby Club . 

“We’re delighted to make
him a life member – an
accolade which is much
deserved for his many years of
dedication to Langholm RFC
and his involvement at
Milntown.”

Youngsters shine as
Nicky P makes hay

E&L
SPORT

Canonbie kids on the ball at Netball Fest

Life membership
for LRFC stalwart
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DEDICATION: Wal Hislop has been rewarded for his years of committment

NETBALL FEST SECOND PLACE: Small School 2nd - Canonbie B

Langholm celebrate Ladies Day with comfortable home win

UNTROUBLED: Hughie Donaldson

NETBALL FEST WINNERS: Small School 1st - Canonbie A

Netball
Annandale and Eskdale 
Primary Schools Netball Fes-
tival, part of the annual pri-
mary schools sporting calendar,
was held last week at Heckle-
girth Primary School.

The event, run by Active

Schools and Community Sport
for Dumfries and Galloway Coun-
cil, had over 100 children com-
peting in both small and large
schools Fun 5’s events.

In the small schools’ final, the
A Team from Canonbie Primary
School were the overall winners
after a round robin competition,

with the B Team runners up and
Eaglesfield Primary School in
third place. 

In the large school event, Elm-
vale Primary A defeated New-
ington Primary A in the final
while the Hecklegirth Primary
School A Team won the bronze
medal match. 

Two awards, chosen by the
umpires, were awarded to players
who showed best sportsmanship,
effort and general all round good
play. These were presented to
Chloe Lavin from Elmvale Pri-
mary School in the large school’s
event and Kyran Kerr from St
Columba’s Primary School in

the small school’s event. 
A council spokesperson said

“It was a great event to watch
and the standard of play from all
the players was excellent. Con-
gratulations to all involved in
showing great determination,
team spirit and enthusiasm for
the game.”


