
At just eight weeks old, 
Dylan Kay suffered a catas-
trophic brain injury which
left him blind, quadriplegic,
tube-fed and incontinent. 
But while his disabilities
have robbed him of any sem-
blance of a normal life for
the last 20 years, they have
not stripped him of his 
dignity.
Which is why the E&L today
joins Dylan’s devoted mum
Angie in calling for proper
disabled toilets to be installed
in Langholm – not just for
her son, but for those like him
who are too often treated as
second class citizens when it
comes to the facilities the rest
of us take for granted.  
It would mean building a
dedicated amenity in the town,
complete with specialist lifting
gear, a shower and changing
equipment – and it wouldn’t
be cheap. 
For Angie and Dylan, how-
ever, it would be life-changing. 
“At the moment the nearest

toilet facility that Dylan can
use is 20 miles away in 
Annan,” Angie said. “That
means if we’re out and about
in Langholm, I have to plan
ahead when it comes to feed-
ing him and working out when
he needs to be changed.
“I simply can’t manage oth-
erwise, because ordinary pub-

lic toilets are totally unsuitable
and toilets that do have chang-
ing facilities are usually 
designed for babies or tod-
dlers.”
With husband James out
working, looking after Dylan
is a full-time job for Angie,
54. But at least she can rely
on the assistance of carer

Leonike, who has been with
her for 15 years. And the fam-
ily home, in Miekleholm Brae,
has been fitted out with all
the specialist equipment need-
ed to cope with Dylan’s re-
quirements, including oxygen
tanks, feeding pumps, a wet
room, lifting gear and a spe-
cially-modified wheelchair. 
But with no toilet facilities
in the town, a simple trip to
the High Street is fraught with
anxiety. 
“Dylan suffers from double-
incontinence, so you can imag-
ine how difficult it is,” Angie
said. “A proper disabled toilet
in Langholm would make all
the difference in the world.
“It would also benefit the
town as a whole. Think of the
number of people who just
drive through without stop-
ping, because there aren’t any
specialist facilities available.”
In 2005 the Changing Places
Consortium was established
to campaign for bespoke dis-
abled toilets to be installed in
all big public spaces. 

>Turn to page 2

Here’s to 70 glorious years!
CONGRATULATIONS TO HER MAJESTY ON HER HISTORIC ACHIEVEMENT
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Let’s do it for Dylan!
As his mum appeals for a life-changing loo in Langholm, we say:
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Youngsters from Langholm
Academy headed for the Lake
District fells for this year’s
Outward Bound adventure,
sponsored again by The
Stevenson Trust.
Full story: Pages 8 & 9
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The blissful sound
of silence

The intrusive church bells at
Langholm Parish Church
have been silenced at last,
following a decision by the
Kirk Session. 

Full story: Page 3

Intrepid kids head for
the Great Outdoors

LOVING: Angie Kay provides round-the-clock cares for her 
severely disabled son Dylan

By Nick Brownlee E&L makes
a move
The E&L is on the move – or at
least we’re crossing the road!
We’re in the process of moving
out of our office at 54 High
Street and into new premises at
No 47A. It’s where the E&L
used to be based, and we’ll be
sharing our new headquarters
with current occupants the
Langholm Alliance.
The move is part of a major
organisational restructuring of
the paper.
John Hammond, chairman of
publishers Muckle Toon Media,
said: “The move will work well
for the E&L, the Alliance, and
for the community as a whole.
“With both organisations work-
ing together to promote
Langholm, it will hopefully 
encourage people to visit the
town, stay a while and maybe
even think about moving here.”
As of June 6 our new office
will be open on Monday and
Tuesday from 9am to 5pm for
depositing your stories, photos
and letters – and for paying 
invoices. We’ll have a new tele-
phone number shortly, but the
address to send any email cor-
respondence is newsdesk@
eladvertiser.co.uk. You can also
find us on Facebook.
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Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

Deaths

LITTLE, Joseph

On 22nd May 2022, peacefully at Dumfries and
Galloway Royal Infirmary, Joseph Little (Joe).
A loving husband of Caroline, much loved father of
Neil, Fiona and Sheena and a dear brother, uncle
and papa.
Funeral service private at the family’s request.

Church Notices

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church Services
Sunday 5th June

Langholm 10am

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Social Distancing 
will be observed. 

Please wear masks. 
Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 73755.

Charity no. SCO11946

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale and

Canonbie Churches
welcome you to
Sunday worship

10am Liddesdale and
11:30 Canonbie.

Sunday 29th June
joint service at

Liddesdale 10am.
No service at
Canonbie .

Rev Morag Crossan
on 07861736071 or
email mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk
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It consists of a group of organi-
sations including PAMIS, a
Dundee-based body which sup-
ports people with profound and
multiple learning disabilities.
Elizabeth Platt, director of the

Glasgow branch, said: “The 
absence of suitable toilets mean
that people with complex disabil-
ities who need assistance cannot
take part in activities such as
shopping, going out for a meal
or attending a sporting event. 
“Without a suitable changing

bench and hoist, many people
with complex needs have to be
laid on unhygienic toilet floors
or become trapped in their own
homes.”

The estimated equipment costs 
for a Changing Places toilet can
vary but are in the region of 
between £12,000 - £17,000. In
recent years, the Eskdale Foun-
dation – a community develop-
ment trust tasked with ensuring
accessible facilities and amenities
are available to all people in the
area – has been looking into the
feasibility of building a Changing
Places toilet in Langholm.
Foundation chair Margaret

Sanderson said: “We are looking
into it very seriously, because it’s
obvious that Langholm needs a
Changing Places facility. The
questions are where do we put it
and who pays for it?”

‘It’s obvious Langholm needs a disabled facility’

Time to turn words into action
There are two public toilets in Langholm, which is fine if you’re able-bodied and able to get to them
in time.  But if you’re not – if you have disabilities that require specialist toilet and changing
facilities both for you and the person who cares for you – then you’re out of luck.
The nearest are 20 miles away in Annan. And, for a town of Langholm’s size and reputation, that

is simply not good enough.
This week we report how the situation has affected local mum Angie Kay and her severely disabled

son Dylan. But theirs is a wider problem that needs to be addressed as a matter of urgency. 
Admittedly there have been discussions about introducing a Changing Places toilet in Langholm,

but these appear to have fizzled out. It’s now high time we worked together to turn good intentions
into a reality. 

54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

Family___________
Announcements

Contact us at the E&L:  Office 013873 80012
Editor Nick Brownlee,    Features Editor Gilly Fraser   
All correspondence to: newsdesk@eladvertiser.co.uk

Common Riding holds its meeting
At the Common Riding meeting
on May 23, Cornet Ruairi 
Hotson was congratulated by
the chairman on his election
success and assured of the full
support of the members.
In preparation for Common 

Riding Day, the bushes by the
River Ewes are to be cut to allow
the public a better view of the
sod cuttings. The condition of the
Kirkwynd is good but gorse bushes
on the path to Whita may need to
be cut back.
This year’s hound trail will be

open to the BHTA and the Cum-
brian based Hound Trail Associa-
tion in a bid to increase spectators
and dog numbers in the race.
There is new sponsorship for

the 90m sprint championship
which has been renamed the Wel-
come to Langholm 90m UK sprint

championship.
The Cumberland and Westmor-

land wrestling is to include an
All-weights World Championship
this year.

Insurance
On the issue of storing the Burgh

Standard, it was noted there was
a slight majority in favour of
change at the recent public meeting
but under the constitution members
were not obliged to act on an 
indicative vote. Contact will be
made with Piggotts Flag makers
to determine replacement costs
and an insurance quote will be
obtained. The matter of the Burgh
Standard will be reviewed at the
next meeting on June 13, when
all the information is available.
Over 200 people attended the

dance and Bruce Park was 

confirmed and congratulated on
his appointment as the new Barley
Banna bearer. He was the only
applicant.
Uptake in local accommodation

has been high and the members
should expect a busy Common
Riding. 

CHAIRMAN: Roger Maxwell

Golden Wedding

Congratulations
Ann and Andy

on your
Golden Wedding

love from
sisters and families

NECESSITY: An example of a fully-equipped Changing Places facility

share the news of any..........
• engagements
• marriages
• anniversaries
• births
• thank yous
• congratulations
Contact us on 013873 80012

sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser is part funded by the
above organisations along with charitable trusts and 

individuals from the community of Langholm.



Langholm residents, who
claimed their lives were being
made a misery by the constant
ringing of church bells, are
quietly celebrating the deci-
sion to turn them off.

The bell at Langholm Parish
Church – which had been 
inactive for more than 10 years
– suddenly burst into life in
November after being connected
to an automated system which
set it off every hour 
between 8am and 10pm.

The controversial move was
instigated by Church of Scotland
minister Rev Dr Robert Pickles,
as part of a community-funded
restoration project at the 
Grade-A church costing
£40,000. 

After complaints were made
to the Kirk Session this was
changed to 8am to 8pm, but in
April the E&L reported how
the relentless tolling was con-
tinuing to leave neighbours at
their wit’s end.

Mark Hodgson, whose house
on Caroline Street is less than
200ft from the church, described
the situation as an “absolute
nightmare”. 

“It’s reached the stage where
I can’t sleep with the window
open, and you can even hear
the bells through my double
glazing,” he said.

The final straw came when
Rev Pickles decided to ring the

bell all day in tribute to those
who lost their lives through
Covid.

Since then, however, Rev
Pickles has been suspended
from his ministry, and now the
Session have voted to suspend
the ringing of the bell.

Special occasions
Rev Morag Crossan, minister

for Canonbie and Liddesdale,
who is now interim moderator
at Langholm, said: “After 
reviewing, the decision was

taken that the bell should only
be rung on holidays and special
occasions.”

This week a delighted Mr
Hodgson said: “Everyone is
very happy indeed about this.
It is nice to have a bit of peace
and quiet, and to be able to
hear the birdsong in the morning
instead of the clanging bells
disturbing the peace.”

Meanwhile mystery still sur-
rounds the fate of Rev Pickles,
more than a month after he was 

abruptly suspended as minister

for the Langholm, Eskdalemuir,
Ewes and Westerkirk parishes. 

Local members of the ministry
have remained tight-lipped
about the situation, referring
all inquiries to the Church of
Scotland press office. 

This week a spokeswoman
told the E&L that they were
unable to comment further,
about either the allegations
which led to Rev Pickles’ sus-
pension or when the situation
might be resolved.

The eagerly awaited play
area in Langholm’s 
Buccleuch Park is getting
nearer and nearer.

However, for this group of
youngsters, it’s not happening
quickly enough!

When the E&L spoke to them,
as they peered longingly through
the fence, they said: “We can’t
wait to get in there and try out
all the new equipment”.

The wonderfully equipped
new area has climbing frames,
nets , slides, swings, a tunnel,
a roundabout and more to keep
the youngsters occupied and
healthy through the summer
holidays and beyond.

There has been an unexpected
delay in the delivery of some
materials and, although impos-
sible to provide a precise date
at this stage, completion is 
expected in the near future.

John Galloway, chairman of
Langholm, Ewes and Westerkirk
Community Council said: 

“Langholm, Ewes and 
Westerkirk Community Council
are delighted that the Buccleuch

Park phase one redevelopment
project is now on the home
straight after many months of
delays as a result of Brexit and
the series of lockdowns and
Covid 19 restrictions. 

“The project team has done a
fantastic job getting us to this
point and we are indebted to
their hard work and time. This
will be a fantastic and much
needed new play facility for
the children of the area and I'm
sure will be well used when
completed in the near future."
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£1.5m
benefits
recovered
The Dumfries and Galloway 
Citizens Advice Service (D&G
CAS) says over the past year its
appeals team has helped more
than 300 people to secure £1.5
million in lost benefits at hearings
heard by the Court and Tribunal
Service.

During the Covid pandemic,
D&G CAS says it had to adapt
to help people with their appeals
over the phone, through email,
and by video conference calls.
The charity said the multichannel
approach allowed it to be more
accessible to the people who 
needed its support. 

Benefits specialist Ramsay 
Norman said: “We would advise
all clients who are unhappy with
a decision made by the 
Department of Works and 
Pensions (DWP), you have the
right to request a mandatory 
reconsideration of the decision
and then, if refused again, you
have the right to appeal. 

“If you need any advice on
mandatory reconsiderations or
appeals, please contact us for
free, impartial and confidential
advice and representation.”

The D&G CAS appeals team
can be reached by telephone on
0300 303 4321 (free from land-
lines but mobiles may vary). 
Advisers are available 9 am to 5
pm Monday to Thursday and to
4.30 pm on Friday. More infor-
mation can be found on their
website.

____________________

Tea towel
error
Last week we reported that tea
towels bearing some of the slate
illustrations to be displayed in
Wattie’s Arch had been produced
by Outpost Arts. It was, in fact,
local residents Lou and Aga
Pinczadie who were responsible
for the tea towels, which were
produced to raise money for the
day centre. We apologise for the
error and thank readers for bring-
ing it to our attention.

The blissful sound of silence
Residents celebrate after church bells are finally silenced
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Play Park kids say ‘We can’t wait’

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

RELIEF: Langholm Parish Church bells will only ring out
on special occasions

NEWS
IN BRIEF

TOO  LONG:Abbie MacMillan, Liam MacMillan, Isla Davidson. Holly Irving
Emelia Graham and Lauren Davidson look forward to getting in there

Part of the exciting new play
park in Langholm

MYSTERY MAN:
Rev Dr Robert Pickles

FIRST WITH THE NEWS: How we reported the bells row
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Teviot wind farm
plans are revised

By Penny Johnstone

Revised plans for a massive
wind farm development five
miles south of Hawick have
been submitted to the Scottish
government for approval.
Muirhall Energy wants to build
62 turbines – 49 of them over
200m in height – over an 
extensive area of countryside,
southeast of Teviothead. 
The development would lie
roughly nine miles across the
hills from both Newcastleton
and Langholm, with the tips of
the turbines just visible on the
horizon by residents in both
communities.
The scheme would also sit
around two miles northeast of
the proposed Faw Side devel-
opment on the other side of the
A7. 
The renewables firm had
planned for 75 turbines at its
Teviot site and the reduction to
62 turbines is in response to
feedback from local residents,
community groups and other
consultees.
If consent is granted, Muirhall
Energy says it will work with
community groups to achieve
a shared ownership deal of up
to 10 percent in the wind farm.
The incentive would be in 
addition to a community 
investment fund equating to
£114.4 million over the 40-year
life span of the wind farm
But the project has raised deep
concerns locally, despite the
promise of financial rewards.
Copshaw councillor Watson

McAteer, and newly elected
convenor of Scottish Borders
Council, said: “If this application
is consented then the potential
for local communities to receive
a significant recurring financial
dividend will be on the cards. 
“However, the financial 

rewards will come at a cost and
there is no question that the
size and scale of this develop-
ment will permanently impact
this beautiful part of our coun-
tryside
“The communities most 
impacted must have the final
say as to whether this develop-
ment takes place or not,” he
said.
And Newcastleton community
council secretary Barbara Elborn
told the E&L: “It’s early days
and, yes, Teviot would impact

on us but not as much as on
those communities who are sited
closer to it. 
“As long as it doesn’t impact
on our current environmental
concerns, like flooding, it will
be less of an issue for us,” she
said.
The Teviot wind farm project
also includes plans for a solar
array and two battery storage
facilities and could produce the
energy needs for around 440,000
UK homes or 700,000 electric
vehicles. A habitat enhancement
proposal by the developer would
restore significant areas of peat-
land, see more than 65 hectares
of native woodland planted and
carry a promise to increase pub-
lic access to the site.
Jamie Leslie, Muirhall’s pro-
ject manager, said the scheme

would make a significant con-
tribution to the country’s efforts
to increase energy security and
to move away from the use of
fossil fuels for power, heat and
transport.
“It would also support what
we believe to be the largest
community fund of its type
anywhere in the UK, with local
groups able to access an annual
funding stream of £2.8 million
over the project’s 40-year lifes-
pan,” he said.  
“We really value the level of
engagement we have with local
residents and community
groups. We want to start to 
assess the appetite of local com-
munities to take an ownership
stake in the project in order to
generate an additional revenue
stream to invest in the local
area.” 

But warning that windfall could come at a cost

Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or

email your comments to penny@eladvertiser.co.uk
In the interests of space, the editor reserves the right 

to shorten letters where necessary

Wee Lily Littlejohn can barely control her 
excitement at the prospect of the Queen’s
Jubilee celebrations, which kick off across
the country today.
Lily and her pals were all dressed up for a special

Jubilee tea which was held yesterday at Langholm
Playcare – yet amid the whirl, they still had time to
plant some geraniums to help decorate the
Langholm Initiative’s new pop-up shop at 
the Kilngreen.
The shop, which is available for temporary rent,

is likely to have its first tenant in place for the
Common Riding on July 29. Potential tenants can
see full details on the Initiative’s website.

Letters to the Editor
Our landscape
is under attack
Our much-loved Borders land-
scape is under attack from
three directions. The first
comes from wind farms. Why
do they want to build them
all in South West Scotland?
The industrialisation of the
hills impacts people’s homes,
lives and families.
The second and most devas-
tating is blanket planting of
conifers, a state sponsored-
environmental disaster with
breath-taking borders hills dug
up, thousands of years of plant
history and wildlife covered up

by a shroud of conifers, mainly
non-native that don’t fix as much
CO2 from the atmosphere as
the peatbogs and grassland it
replaces. 
Finally I, like many people in
the area, welcomed the com-
munity buy out of Whita and
the Tarras. But is the fire risk
being addressed? There will be
no farmers or keepers to help
with fire control.
All three of the above will
massively change our area just
hope everyone fully realises the
irreversible changes to the land-
scape and environment over the
next few years will be due to
decisions we are making now. 

Murray F Hunter

Range 
objectors just
don’t like guns

I have read with interest over
the past months the articles
and letters regarding 
the shooting ranges in 
Eskdalemuir.  
What it appears to boil down
to is that the objectors just don’t
like guns, as any objections they
have raised regarding noise,
pollution, safety etc are 
unfounded and have no impact
whatsoever on the local com-
munity. 

It is such a shame that a mi-
nority group are trying to deprive
Langholm, Lockerbie and the
surrounding areas of the extra
business that these ranges will
bring. Eskdalemuir is changing,
farms need to diversify and I
think we have to accept that. 

“Valley Resident” 
via email

Shooters will
boost local
economy
I think the range at Clerkhill
is an excellent venture. The
diversification will bring 
money and visitors into south-
west Scotland and local hotels
and shops etc will benefit
around Langholm, Lockerbie
and Moffat.
There has been a lot of misin-
formation about it, which I think
has been addressed The noise
has been monitored and proved
to be negligent. The safety has
been scrutinised by 

police Scotland with no prob-
lems. 
In my opinion this new state-
of-the-art range will be a great
benefit to this area.  Competi-
tions could bring people from
all over the world and the extra
income coming into our area is
much needed

Name and address 
supplied.

MASSIVE: More than 60 wind turbines, most over them over 200m tall, will tower over Teviothead if 
development plans are approved

Queen for a day!



Drivers on a stretch of the
A7 north of Langholm are
being warned to take extra
care to avoid young lambs
and their mothers loose on
the road. 
Locals are warning about the
potential dangers posed by the
animals after a series of near
misses on the route.
One driver described how she
and a wagon driver had to slam
on their brakes to avoid a sheep
and a lamb on the road south
of Eweslees. 
“The sheep and lamb stepped
out in front of us both. I skidded
and it was terrifying,” said
Sarah Cuttridge. “The wagon
driver was furious and is 
reporting it to the police, as he
says there are always livestock
out on the road there.”
Nearby resident Alison Barker
lives at the old hotel at 
Mosspaul and is well acquainted
with the problem of sheep and
lambs in the road at this time
of year. She says she often has
road users at her door, many
of them with children, and some
in tears because they have 
nearly hit a lamb or a sheep.
“They are either angry, dis-

tressed or in shock by having
to brake so suddenly,” Alison
said. “We dread the lambing
season for this reason, we are
just waiting for some terrible
accident to happen. Does some-
one have to get hurt before this
is taken seriously?”
Alison and her husband have
lived at Mosspaul for the past
11 years and are keen for action
to be taken to warn road users
of the dangers of loose sheep. 
“The logging lorries come
thundering around the corners,
often to find lambs in the middle
of the road. We hear them bang-
ing on their horns trying to
move them off the road,” she
said.

Attitude
“There seems to be an attitude
that nothing can be done about
it. But maybe there needs to be
signs warning of the danger.
We’ve reported the sheep on
the road to the police many
times.”
A spokesman for Police 
Scotland said: “We are aware
of some social media chatter
regarding sheep being killed in
the Eweslees area, however

these incidents have not been
reported to police. Road traffic
legislation does require drivers
to notify the police and/or the
owner if a farm animal is hit in
a crash.”

Normal
Farmer Carol Blowing, from
Eweslees, told the E&L: “Our
sheep do go out on the road on
occasion and we’ve had some
lambs killed in recent weeks. It
is perfectly normal at lambing
time and sadly happens every
year.
“In the past 30 years, we’ve
only had one sheep killed by a
van driver,” Mrs Blowing added. 
“Our fences are perfectly fine.”
Mrs Blowing said she regularly
checked her stretch of road for
young lambs, and that the 
majority of the rogue sheep
came out of the forestry to the
east of the road. 
“They are not our sheep, and
have come from other farms,”
she said. “Lambs cannot be kept
within fences, they slip through
the wires. We do everything we
can to keep our sheep where
they should be.”

‘It’s just an accident
waiting to happen’
Warning for drivers after sheep near-misses Copshaw

Council
By Gilly Fraser

If you live in Newcastleton and
would like to do your bit to
help the village run smoothly,
why not consider standing as
a candidate for the Community
Council? 
There are currently around
1,200 active community councils
in Scotland, and their role is to
act on behalf of local people.
They effectively bridge the gap
between local authorities and
communities and help to give a
voice to the opinions and needs
of the areas they represent in
dealings with public bodies. 
Recently Newcastleton CC
joined forces with the local School
Partnership, the Resilience Group,
the Community Trust and the
Business Forum in a two-year
long scheme to raise half of the
£35k needed to install CCTV
cameras in the village. 
Newcastleton CC has a maxi-
mum of 12 members and an elec-
tion will be held if a greater
number of nominations is 
received. Anyone wishing to stand
or to make a nomination should
pick up a form at Buccleuch
House or they can be downloaded
from the Visit Newcastleton web-
site.The closing date for nomi-
nations is June 10. 
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JOIN OUR TEAM
STEER YOUR CAREER IN A NEW DIRECTION

We are looking for experienced and trainee bus 
drivers to join our growing team. 

If you fancy a new career and would like to become a trainee bus 
driver, we offer training up to the value of £2000* combined with 
helpful assistance to guide you through the process. Roles are 
available in our Galashiels, St Boswells and Berwick-upon-Tweed 
depots. *T&C’s apply

Contact:
info@bordersbuses.co.uk
call us on 01896 754350 
or scan the QR code 
to visit our careers site.

NEWS
IN BRIEF

A former Langholm golf star received the ex-Presidential
seal of approval during a visit to an exclusive Florida
course.
Graham Davidson, 48, was playing in a corporate competition
at the Trump National course in Palm Beach when he bumped
into The Donald on the putting green. Mr Trump, whose
Mar-a-Lago resort is just along the beach, agreed to pose for
a selfie.
Having first played the game as a five-year-old with his
dad Irving, Graham moved to the US at the age of 17 after a
stellar career as a Scottish schoolboy player. In 2000, having
turned professional, he qualified for the US Open at Pebble
Beach, playing alongside such stars as Tiger Woods, Greg
Norman and Nick Faldo.
Now married with three children, Graham works as a senior
vice-president for a leading American finance company. He
returns home regularly for a game at Langholm Golf Club,
where he is a lifetime member.

Trump that!

Donald Trump was lucky enough to meet Langholm golfing hero, 
Graham Davidson in Florida. Inset: Graham as a young protégé
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By Gilly Fraser

Back in 1999, genetic modifi-
cation of crops was such a hot
topic it even made it into the
storylines of the popular radio
soap opera The Archers, when
two of the characters went on
the rampage and trashed a
GM cropfield
Supporters then believed GM

foods were vital to the future
survival of the planet, while op-
ponents saw them as Franken-
foods, created in a laboratory
rather than by nature, with the
potential to cause untold harm. 
By 2015, GM crops were being

grown on more than ten per
cent of the world’s arable land
– but none in the UK, other
than controlled trials by scien-
tists.
Now the issue has bubbled

back to the surface – this time
focusing on crops that have
been gene-edited rather than ge-
netically modified. The differ-
ence is more than just semantic.
Modification alters the original

plant by bringing in genes from
other species, whereas editing
works only within the original
material. Nevertheless it seems
the debate is destined to be as
fierce as ever, especially on a
cross-border basis. A Genetic
Technology (Precision Breeding)
Bill has now been introduced
in the UK government, but is
steadfastly opposed by both
Holyrood and the Welsh gov-
ernment. 
Borders farmer Robert Neill

believes politics has to be set
aside because this issue is about
far more than winning votes.
“We need to go with science

and technology,” he said. “If
they can produce barley or wheat
in a way that reduces chemical
input and artificial fertilizer in-
put, and is tolerant to weather
such as drought or extreme wet,
in my opinion it’s a win-win
situation for the consumer as a
food buyer and the farmer as a
food producer. 
“What’s happening in the

world is very worrying. We are

an island and very vulnerable
to imports, exports and trade
deals. Input costs have tripled
in the past twelve months. Fer-
tilizer a year ago was £300 and

it’s now £900 - £1000. Our
costs in producing a ton of grain
have gone through the roof. If
we could produce that ton of
grain for a lot less by gene edit-

ing then we should go ahead.”
Robert believes the Scottish

Government needs to understand
the challenges faced by farmers. 
“We have the problem that

fewer chemicals are available
for us to use nowadays. Plus
we live in Scotland so we do
have weather extremes. We can
have a lot of wet weather. 
Muggy wet weather is a real
disease heaven and we have to
keep using chemicals to suppress
disease. Gene editing might help
us to reduce the need for those
chemicals.”
Robert’s views are backed by

Prof Colin Campbell, Chief 
Executive of the prestigious
James Hutton Institute based in
Dundee. He is on record as say-
ing the Institute welcomes the
new Genetic Technology Bill
and is calling for field trials to
be carried out in Scotland as
they will be in England if the
Bill goes through.
However there are still critics

and those yet to be convinced.
Hamish Waugh who farms

near Westerkirk, says there are
definite potential benefits to
gene editing, but doesn’t believe
all the risks have been addressed.
“When we first started playing

with plant and then animal 
genetics, I became very wary
that we were going into 
unknown and potentially dan-
gerous territory that we should
avoid at all costs. As the years
have gone by, I’m not quite so
opposed but still wary.
“I think gene editing might

be beneficial when you consider
that the world population is 
expected to rise from the current
7.6 billion to nearly 10 billion
by 2050 and a way will have to
be found to feed all these people. 
“I would remain very wary of

genes being swopped between
different species. If it was con-
trolled and the experiment was
ultimately deemed to be a failure
and could be ditched without
trace that would be fine, but I
don’t think we’re there with the
science yet.”

Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES
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C&D Auction Marts Limited had for-
ward 5,130 sheep comprising of
2,052 prime hoggs, 367 spring lambs
and 2,707 cast ewes & rams at their
weekly sale at Longtown on 
Thursday 26th May 2022.
25 OTMs comprised of mainly grazing
sorts and met plenty of demand.
Longhorn x cows to 186p/kg from Alex
A Roskell, Laverhay. Simmental x cows
to £1358.80 from JA & E Dinwoodie,
Archerbeck.
PER HEAD
Longhorn 186p Laverhay.
Limousin 180p East Unthank.
Simmental 172p Archerbeck.
Angus 160p Archerbeck.
Galloway 158p Lanehead.
Holstein 128p Ardlamy.
PER KILO
Simmental £1,358 Archerbeck.
Longhorn £1,302 Laverhay.
Angus £1,134 Archerbeck.
Galloway £1,058 Lanehead.
Limousin £1,008 East Unthank.
A larger show of 367 prime lambs
were forward and sold to an increased
ring of purchasers ensuring all classes
sold to a big trade. Many more lambs
can be sold to vendor advantage and
producers are urged to draw lambs
that are finished properly from 36kg
upwards. The sale topped at 400p for
Texels from C Saunders, Barr Hill,
Newton Stewart, with top per head of
£200 for Suffolks shown by C Arm-
strong, Studholme Bungalow, Wigton.
Achieving a very satisfactory sale av-
erage of 341.7p (SQQ 345.4p).

PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER KILO)
Texel 400p, 379p Barr Hill, 368p, 362
Wood.
Suffolk 373p Rigfoot, 362p Barr Hill,
351 Hallburn, 344 Wood.
Beltex 361p Barr Hill, 344p, 334p
Shaw Head.
Rouge 353p, 326p Crawfordhall.
Dorset 325p, 324p, 323p Halmyre.
Zwartble 310p Archwood.
Mule 300p Barr Hill.
PRINCIPAL PRICE (PER HEAD)
Suffolk £200 Studholme Bungalow,
£156 (x2) Beckhall, £154 Burgh Head.
Beltex £157, £155 Shaw Head
Texel £155 (x2) Lower Moor, £152
(x2) Wood & Shawhill.
Dorset £148 Stockholm, £129, £120
Halmyre.
Rouge £142.50, £141 Crawfordhall.
Zwartble £140, £138 Holmlea.
Mule £99 Barr Hill.
A smaller show of 2,052 prime hoggs
were forward, a very notable two-tier
trade with big hoggs and well finished
hoggs receiving a premium being the
dearest trade of the season, plenty of
heavy hoggs realising £170 - £185.
Also, a lot of well finished hoggs real-
ising 3.20p -3.40p. Lean hoggs again
proved very difficult to sell.  
Beltex hoggs topped the price per
kilo at 356p from High House.
Top price per head of £198 for Bel-
tex hoggs shown by High House.
Heavy hoggs were short of pur-
chaser’s requirements and are keenly
sought after for next week sale.
Better bred and well finished lambs

are actively sought after on a weekly
basis as the customers are starting
the move onto spring lambs, if supply
can be guaranteed. Please don’t hesi-
tate to contact our auctioneers for all
enquiries.
An overall sale average of 277.4ppk
(SQQ 275.2ppk) was achieved.
PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER KILO)
Beltex 356p High House, 330p
Broomhills, 326p Maidencots.
Texel 354p Woodcroft, 334p & 331p
Stoneflatts, 328p Blackrigg.
Cheviot 341p South Road, 336p,
330p Blackrigg, 330p Plumpe.
Suffolk 326p Broomhills, 298p South
Road & Stoneflatts, 286p Syke Head.
North Country Cheviot 308p South
Road.
Easycare 307p High Nook.
Romney 304p Wilseydown.
Mule 304p Beechcroft, 302p Stone-
flatts, 287p The Ash, 272p Patties Hill.
Blackface 301p, 299p Plumpe, 297p
Soilzarie, 295p Hallburn.
Cheviot Mule 291p Patties Hill.
Jacob 285p Dykeside.
PRINCIPAL PRICE (PER HEAD)
Beltex £198 High House, £176 Maid-
encots, £172 High House, £171 Rids-
dale.
Suffolk £190, £186, £180 Maiden-
cots.
Texel £185 Flex, £184 Ridsdale, £180
Grindon Hill, £178 High House.
Cheviot £178 Commonside, £170
Morebattle Tofts, £160 Carruthers,
£158 Blackrigg.
North Country Cheviot £166.50

South Road, £160 Commonside.
Mule £164 The Ash, £151 Stoneflatts,
£149 Hallburn.
Easycare £157 High Nook.
Romney £150, £140 Wilseydown.
Jacob £134 Dykeside.
Blackface £130 Westerhall, £126
South Road, £125.50 Plumpe.
Cheviot Mule £128 Patties Hill.
Bluefaced Leicester £120 Mid Harri-
etsfield.
A smaller show of 2,707 cast ewes and
rams were forward, all classes easily
maintain last week’s mighty rates of re-
turn as numbers still proved well short
of customer demand.
Heavy ewes sold to £270 for Texel
ewes from Smallburn Farms, and £250
consigned by G Cakebread, Common-
side, Hawick.
Mule ewes sold to a top of £151 from
BPF Norwood, Fell End, Brampton.
Hill ewes topped at £149 for Cheviots
from T Magnay, Galleywreay, Penrith.
Blackface ewes peaked at £126 con-
signed by M/s Anderson, Rowanburn-
foot, Whilst Swaledale ewes topped at
a mighty £116 for a penful consigned
by M/s Kyle, Spoutbank
Rams topping at £248 for Texels from
JW Hogg, Longyester, East Lothian.  
HEAVY EWES
Texel £270 Smallburn Farms, £250
Commonside & High House, £248
Hawthornside, £240 Ashton, £235
High House & Crumhaughhill, £230
Commonside.
Charollais £205 Beckfoot, £175 But-
termere Close, £168 Heatherglen,

£160 & £158 Beckfoot.
Suffolk £190 Kilnford Croft, £182
Burgh Head & Archerbeck, £180 Sey-
mour House & Kilnford Croft, £175
Burgh Head, £173 Upperlands.
Beltex £180 Hillside & Seymour
House, £166 Finnieness, £165 Barr
Hill, £162 Tercrosset, £160 The Ash.
Bluefaced Leicester £180 South
Road, £175 Netherfauld, £165 Upper-
lands, £158 Triermain.
Zwarble £178 Holmlea.
Bleu Du Maine £175 Netherfauld.
Cheviot Mule £172 Seymour House,
£171 Balgray Hill.
Blue Texel £165 Syke Head, £155
Beech Hill.
North Country Cheviot £161 Smail-
holm Mains, £153 South Road, £149
Hownam Grange & Heather Glen, £18
Upperlands, £147 Carruthers.
Hampshire £158 Ridsdale.
Mule £151 Fell End, £146 Kirkland
Hall & Archerbeck, £144 Balgray Hill,
£142 Longyester, £140 Beckhall &
Fell End.
Half-Bred £140 Halymyre & Seymour
House.
Rouge £138 Crawfordhall.
Berrichon £136 Heather Glen.
Dorset £132 Halmyre.
LIGHT EWES
Cheviot £149 Galleywreay, £132 Fala
Hill, £128 & £125 Branxholm Braes.
Goat £140, £128, £124, £122, £117
Castlehill.
Blackface £126 Rowanburnfoot, £122
South Road, £120 Longyester, £118
South Road, £114 Rowanburnfoot.

Lleyn £120 The Height, £108
Sharplaw.
Easycare £120 & £119 Ridsdale,
£110 Springfield Farm Court &
Heather Glen.
Swaledale £116 Spoutbank, £112
Bayldon, £109 Devonport.
RAMS
Texel £248 Longyester, £235 Wood-
croft.
Oxford £228 Guards.
Bluefaced Leicester £225 Chapel.
Cheviot £220 Longyester, £190
Tushielaw.
Suffolk £205 Longyester & Barnglies,
£190 Upperlands & Hallburn, £182
Longyester.
Charollais £200 Carruthers.
Zwartble £182 Ridsdale.
Hampshire £182 Upperlands.
Beltex £180 Upperlands.
Blue Texel £162 Ridsdale.
Blackface £150 Longyester.
Averages:
Lambs
Light to           400.0p (339.0p)
Standard to    373.0p (350.0p)
Medium to      368.0p (341.0p)
Heavy to         339.0p (318.0p)
Hoggs
Light to            262.0p (215.0p)
Standard to     302.0p (256.0p)
Medium to      354.0p (296.0p)
Heavy to         356.0.0p (299.0p)
Ewes
Light to           £149.00 (£96.98) 
Heavy to         £250.00 (£141.36)
Rams to           £248.00 (£158.86)

Around the marts

Gene editing: new hot topic

WORRIES: In 2015 GM crops were being grown 
in more than 10% of the world
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Public get first
sight of Holm
Hill project

By Gilly Fraser

In September 2020 Newcastleton
successfully negotiated a com-
munity buyout deal for 750
acres of land on the Holm
Hill from Buccleuch Estates,
with the prime intention of
creating exciting new tourism,
employment, housing and 
environmental initiatives. 
The village population was

ageing and numbers had fallen
in recent years, not least because
younger people often had to
move away to find work. The
buyout held the promise of 
reversing or at least slowing
those trends.
Two years on, those ambitions

and goals still hold true – but
the village has also had to cope
with Covid, a second major
flood, and the devastating 
impact of Storm Arwen. 
Newcastleton Community

Trust has had to factor these
events into its proposals for
the future of the buyout land.
The results were put on display
in Buccleuch House this week
to let villagers comment and
express their opinions. 
On the flooding issue, Scottish

Borders Council is due to begin
work on a new bund along the
riverside, but the Trust also
turned to the Tweed Forum for
advice on what else could be
done. 
“The Tweed Forum shared

their expertise with us,” said
Trust Secretary Barbara Elborn.
“They recognise the challenges
we face and have encouraged
us to be proactive as a com-
munity. 
“They have identified 16 pos-

sible sites where leaky dams
could be created, subject to
manpower and accessibility. As
the river rises, these leaky dams
could slow down the water by
as much as four hours according
to Tweed Forum estimates. 

“That would allow the river
time to drop at a peak when
the run-off is coming from 
everywhere. That won’t change
the world, but along with the
bund it would certainly help.”
Original plans included felling

the forested area known as the
Boosie Plantation which looms
over part of the village and can
be intimidating for householders
living in its dark shadow. That
would have brought in a useful
sum of money for future pro-
jects, but instead, Storm Arwen
swept through, leaving a sub-
stantial bill for clearance in its
wake.

Flood mitigation
However there are still plans

to resite Boosie at the north
end of the village and for 
riparian planting which could
attract Scottish Government
grant-funding as part of flood
mitigation measures and envi-
ronmental enhancement.
“The riparian scheme would

see new planting on gulleys
which are challenging for use
for agriculture because they’re
too steep, but when the water
runs down their sides it causes
erosion which damages the land
and in turn makes the water
run even faster because there’s
nothing there to stop the flow,”
Mrs Elborn said. 
“So planting those areas will

create a new environment and
over time should help to stop
or at least slow down the ero-
sion.”
Around 900 trees gifted to

the trust by Buccleuch Estates
and the Woodland Trust are
destined to be planted in the
new Jubilee Wood above the
village’s award-winning caravan
site. The wood will also feature
easy-to-follow paths and wooden
railing to make it accessible
for as many people as possible. 
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SHADOW: The Boosie plantation looms over part of Newcastleton

Land deal will create exciting
new initiatives in Copshaw

General Data Protection Regulations

The Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit processes consent applications and consultation represen-
tations under the Electricity Act 1989. During the process, to support transparency in decision making, the
Scottish Government publishes online at www.energyconsents.scot. A privacy notice is published on the help
page at www.energyconsents.scot. This explains how the Energy Consents Unit processes your personal in-
formation. If you have any concerns about how your personal data is handled, please email
Econsents_admin@gov.scot .

TEVIOT WF LTD
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
THE ELECTRICITY WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND)

REGULATIONS 2017

Notice is hereby given that Teviot WF Ltd, company registration number SC653266, with its Registered Office
at Muirhall Farm, Auchengray, Carnwath, Lanark, South Lanarkshire, Scotland, ML11 8LL, has applied to the
Scottish Ministers for consent under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 to construct and operate a wind
farm known as Teviot Wind Farm, located approximately 8 km to the south-west of Hawick in the Scottish Bor-
ders (Central Grid Reference NGT 344366 602906). The installed capacity of the proposed generating station
would be over 50MW comprising up to 62 turbines and has been subject to Environmental Impact Assessment.
Eight turbines will have tip heights of up to 180m, five will have tip heights of up to 200m, 38 turbines will have
tip heights of up to 220m and 11 turbines will have tip heights of up 240m. The indicative output capacity at
this stage, based on a typical commercial wind turbine currently available, is in the region of 409MW. The Pro-
posed Development also includes a solar array and two battery storage facilities along with associated ancillary
development. An EIA Report has been produced to accompany the application for consent.

Teviot WF Ltd has also applied for a direction under Section 57(2) of the Town and Country Planning (Scot-
land) Act 1997 that planning permission for the development be deemed to be granted.

A copy of the application, with a plan showing the land to which it relates, together with a copy of the EIA Re-
port discussing the Company’s proposals in more detail and presenting an analysis of the environmental im-
plications, is available for public inspection, free of charge on the application website
ttps://www.muirhallenergy.co.uk/teviot or on the Scottish Government Energy Consents website at www.ener-
gyconsents.scot under application reference ECU00003249. It will also be available at our South of Scotland
Office in Hawick at The Old Post Office, 6 North Bridge Street, Hawick, Scottish Borders, TD9 9QW.

Copies of the EIA Report may be obtained from Muirhall Energy (telephone: 01501 785 088 / email:
Teviot@muirhallenergy.co.uk) at a charge of £500 per hard copy and £20 per USB stick. Copies of a short
Non-Technical Summary are available free of charge.

Any representations to the application may be submitted via the Energy Consents Unit website at www.en-
ergyconsents.scot/Register.aspx; by email to the Scottish Government, Energy Consents Unit mailbox at rep-
resentations@gov.scot; or by post to the Scottish Government, Energy Consents Unit, 4th Floor, 5 Atlantic
Quay, 150 Broomielaw, Glasgow, G2 8LU, identifying the proposal and specifying the grounds for representa-
tion. Please note that there may be a delay in the Energy Consents Unit receiving representations by post.

Written or emailed representations should be dated, clearly stating the name (in block capitals), full return
email and postal address of those making representations. Only representations sent by email to representa-
tions@gov.scot will receive acknowledgement.

All representations should be received not later than 12/07/2022, although Ministers may consider represen-
tations received after this date.

Any subsequent additional information which is submitted by the developer will be subject to further public
notice in this manner, and representations to such information will be accepted as per this notice.

As a result of a statutory objection from the relevant planning authority, or where Scottish Ministers decide to
exercise their discretion to do so, Scottish Ministers can also cause a Public Local Inquiry (PLI) to be held.

Following examination of the environmental information, Scottish Ministers will determine the application for
consent in two ways:

� Consent the proposal, with or without conditions attached; or
� Reject the proposal

Volunteers at the Eskdale
Community Shop on the
High Street got into the
Jubilee spirit last week by
decorating their window
with bunting and photos
to celebrate 70 years of
the Queen’s reign.
But the revamp was also

part of a strategy by Maureen
Brown and Ann Hannah to
create a welcoming and 

enjoyable shopping experi-
ence for customers – which
has already paid off.
“We have seen an increase

in sales over the past few
months, and it’s down to the
shop looking so much tidier
and better organised,” 
Maureen said. 

Shop opening hours are
Mon-Fri 10am to 3pm and
Sat 10am to 12.30pm.

Charity shop’s crowning achievement! 

REVAMPED: Maureen and Ann 
outside the Eskdale Community Shop
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Trip marks 25 years of thrills and spills for Academy pupils 

By Gilly Fraser

Swopping the comparative
comforts of the classroom
for a week in the Great
Outdoors has been an 
annual highlight for S3
pupils at Langholm Acade-
my for more than 25 years. 
This year more than 40

youngsters, aged 14 and 15,
headed south to the Ullswater
Outward Bound Centre along

with five teachers, knowing
they were following in the
footsteps of countless class-
mates before them who have
camped out in the pouring
rain, cooked their meals over
campfires and learned to
achieve things through team-
work. 
Speaking to Kayla Ander-

son, Niamh Graham, Lewis
Mackenzie, Darrie Foster and
Seth Brown afterwards it was

clear they’d had an experi-
ence they would never forget.  
Going on the course wasn’t

compulsory, but Seth says
he wouldn’t have missed it.
“I like doing that kind of

thing, so it was a great 
excuse to take a week out
of school and get to do loads
of outdoor stuff.”
Kayla agreed. “It was an

opportunity I’d never been
given before and I thought it

would be great to try new
things.”
Some of those new things

were quite daunting, but the
group met every challenge
head-on.

Expedition
“We went on an overnight

expedition walking through
the hills and had to camp
out and make our own food,”
Lewis said.

“Some of us did orienteer-
ing and there were night 
activities as well,” Darrie
added.
“We did gorge walking,

which meant walking off a
waterfall with a team,” Kayla
remembered.
“We jumped off a pier into

really cold water,” Niamh
said, with only a slight shiver. 
The entire trip has been

funded right from its early

days by the Stevenson Trust,
which gives financial support
to many groups and organi-
sations in the Langholm area.
Its founder, David Stevenson,
says he was intrigued by the
concept of Outward Bound
centres and the way they
develop teamwork, getting
youngsters out of their shell
by taking them out of their
comfort zone and teaching
them how to work together. 

“I wanted to know if the
idea had ever been tried on
a community – say by taking
a year group from a school
every year for maybe 20 or
30 years and letting them
go to Outward Bound and
monitoring the benefits on
the community. 
“We decided to concentrate

on Year Three pupils. Since
the scheme first began, we
have had 11 headteachers

at the school and some have
been more enthusiastic about
the scheme than others. Now
the week is actually built into
the S3 year and hopefully
the pupils and the school
get a lot of benefit out of it.”
Along with the benefits

came the tough bits – like
the rainy weather, and the
fact that they had to do 
everything for themselves.
The group agreed the most

difficult bit was the expedition
when they had to make their
way up a steep hill carrying
tents, poles, sleeping bags,
water bottles, emergency
blankets and cooking equip-
ment all squashed into bags. 
Niamh summed the whole

experience up best: “The
bag felt like it weighed the
same as you and trying to
hoist it up a really steep hill
was hard.”

The food, which they 
described as being like pre-
packed army rations, really
divided opinion, with one of
the group grimacing at the
memory and another declar-
ing the spaghetti bolognaise
was delicious - “the best I’ve
ever tasted!”
The Outward Bound 

organisation has six residen-
tial centres in the UK, all
sited in areas of great natural

beauty. Its mission is to inspire
young people to believe they
can achieve more than they
ever thought possible. 
That has certainly been

achieved with this year’s
Langholm group, who all said
memories of the week would
last forever. Asked if they
would recommend the
course to other pupils, there
was just one answer: “Yes,
100 percent!”

Having a splashing good time

Langholm S3 pupils on top of the world

Savouring the beauty of the Lake District from on high Toasted marshmallows - a real feast and no recipe requiredA little downtime to rest and recoverEnjoying the thrills and chills of Ullswater Getting closer to nature - sleeping beneath blue skies

Intrepid kids head for the Great Outdoors

We did gorge
walking, which
meant walking
off a waterfall
with a team!

“

”

The bag felt
like it weighed
the same as
you and trying
to hoist it up a
really steep hill
was hard

“

”
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Add a splash of Monet
to your borders!

By gardening columnist
Helen Knowles

The Platinum Jubilee Bank
Holiday weekend will be a
welcome opportunity for
many of us to get out into the
garden, maybe hosting a gar-
den party for friends and
family or just making the
most of the extra time off to
catch up with a few jobs.
The last few weeks have seen

some mixed weather but hope-
fully by now we should have
seen the last of the frosts and
can safely put tender bedding
plants outside; although if you
have had them in a greenhouse
then a period of ‘hardening off’
is strongly advised. Gradually
getting the plants accustomed
to being exposed to the ele-
ments in a cold frame or shel-
tered spot is well worth it,
especially as we do seem to be
having some blustery and chilly
winds that can shred soft new
foliage.
I have some pots of nastur-

tiums that are ready to be
planted out to add some extra
colour to containers that are
planted up with shrubs. The
nasturtiums have been growing
in a polytunnel so will need the
hardening off treatment before
being planted. 
Cheap and easy to grow they

are perfect for brightening up
any garden and can be used in
pots or borders and there are
compact varieties too if you
want the colour but not the
sprawl, although that can be an
attractive feature and is used to
great effect in Claude Monet’s
garden at Giverny where the
nasturtium plants stretch out
and grow across the paths
through the garden in ribbons
of colour. Nasturtium flowers
are edible too and even if you
don’t fancy consuming them
they really do brighten up a
bowl of salad. Sown now either
singly or a few in a small plant
pot they will soon germinate
and you will have plants flow-
ering later this summer, right
up until the first frosts.
Another plant that grows fan-

tastically well at Giverny is
Wisteria and a well grown plant
in full bloom is spectacular
with its colourful curtain of
scented flowers that are loved
by bees, good autumn colour
and then the attractive gnarled
trunks and stems in the winter
months. This is something that
I have struggled to achieve any
success with here but I’m not
admitting defeat just yet. We all

know the saying ‘right plant,
right place’ and I think that
problem has been that I’ve been
using the wrong plant in the
wrong place. Wisteria sinensis
– Chinese Wisteria seems to be
the most commonly grown
species in the UK and it is
hardy enough for most gardens
but I’ve been trying to get it 
established in a part of the gar-
den where it is a little too ex-
posed to cold winds in the
winter rather than growing it up
a wall where it will get more
protection. I think it’s time to
have another go but I’m going
to use Wisteria floribunda or

Japanese Wisteria as it has the
benefit of larger flowers (some
cultivars have racemes up to 4ft
(120cm) long!) and is possibly
slightly hardier than Wisteria
sinensis, making it more suit-
able for the garden here. Unlike
nasturtiums that are cheap and
cheerful, Wisteria can be pricey
but it’s worth paying the extra
for a well grown plant propa-
gated from cuttings, buds or
grafts as these will start to
bloom within a couple of years
of planting. Seed raised plants
may be much cheaper but can
take 10-20 years to bloom.____________________

Nasturtiums create ‘ribbons of colour’ in summer gardens

STUNNING: The summer garden at Tinnisburn

NEWS
IN BRIEF

Rhododendron 'Bow Bells'

Rhododendron lindleyi 'Loderi King George' 

Planters
answer
the call

By Gilly Fraser

A group of willing volunteers
tested out their green-fingered
skills in Newcastleton at the
weekend. They answered the
call when the Copshaw 
Gardeners’ group asked for
help to fill several new
planters in Douglas Square.
In keeping with the Jubilee

theme, they planted a variety
of red and white Begonias and
blue Lobelia in the flower beds
and tubs. A great way to make
the village look even more 
blooming lovely!

____________________

Young and
old at coffee
morning

By Gilly Fraser

The Holm Show Coffee 
Morning raised just under
£500 and brought together
one of the village’s oldest res-
idents with one of its youngest.  
Jeannie Oliver, 91, was 

delighted to share her seat with
great-grandson Dougal Oliver
McDairmant – who at just six
months old is probably one 
of the youngest ever coffee
morning-goers.
Money is still coming in fol-

lowing the LLAGS Coffee
Morning held a couple of weeks
ago, so the final total isn’t yet
known. Proceeds will be given
to the village’s hardworking
First Responders team, who
were happy to accept a token
envelope in the meantime. 
More than £500 was raised

at the Newcastleton School
Partnership Coffee Morning –
and around £75 of that was
made by selling crafts hand-
made by pupils in P6 and P7.
The money will all be used to
fund learning experiences for
the children. 

WILLING: Planters at work in 
Douglas Square
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LOCAL NOTICEBOARD

If you have compiled a quiz - 
or a crossword - and you would like to

send in to the E&L, 
we would be delighted to publish it.

You can either pop it through the door,
(47a High Street, Langholm)

hand it in to the office or email it to 
alan@eladvertiser.co.uk

Langholm Bridge Club
Friday’s Results
1st -  Bob Francombe & 

George Graham
2nd- John Packer & 

Barbara Addison
3rd - Jan Dunckley & 

Aileen Graham
4th - Louise Grierson & 

Alison Mullock

BEPUZZLED
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14

15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22

23 24

Across
   1       Minor Biblical prophet (5)
   4       Used for treating malaria (7)
   8       Small house (5)
   9       Something unpleasant to look at (7)
 10       Notice (7)
 11       Map within a map (5)
 12       Temperature measuring 
            instrument (11)
 17       Racecourse (5)
 19       Human air intake? (7)
 21       Warrior of feudal Japan (7)
 22       Visible vapour (5)
 23       Setback (7)
 24       Very steep (5)

Down
   1       Barrack (6)
   2       Seventh day (7)
   3       Invalidate (5)
   4       Form (13)
   5       List (7)
   6       Golf clubs (5)
   7       Builds (6)
 13       Ramshackle building (3,4)
 14       Body part pierced for rings (7)
 15       Roman general (6)
 16       Unpowered aircraft (6)
 18       Ship of the desert (5)
 20       Draws into the mouth (5)

The E&L CROSSWORD...No.

SOLUTION on Page 14...no cheating!!

JUNE
Wed 1st to

Sat 4th Jubilee Craft Fayre 11am to 5pm Newcastleton Village Hall

Fri 3rd The Summer Country Show 7.30pm The Buccleuch Centre

Thurs 2nd
to Sat 5th Spring Fling Open Studios Various Locations around

Langholm and Eskdale

Fri 3rd Eskdale Pony Club Street Party 2pm Castleholm Langholm

Sat 4th

Love Local Jubilee Market Market Place Langholm

Jubilee Gathering & Ceilidh from 5pm ESMP Hall, Eskdalemuir

Scotland’s Gardens Scheme - Open Day
2-5pm Westerhall, Bentpath

Thurs 9th The Rod Stewart Song Book 7.30pm The Buccleuch Centre

Sun 12th Afternoon Tea 2pm Booking only Roadhead Village Hall

Thurs 16th Newcastleon Welfare Group - Afternoon
Tea Party 2-4pm Newcastleton Village Hall

Please send your events for this FREE  listing below, to alan@eladvertiser.co.uk

WHAT’S ON IN ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE 

Cream 
Teas

Benty Hall
Sunday 5th June 

2-5pm
£5 - under 5's free

Westerhall
Bentpath, Langholm, DG13 0NQ

Sunday 5th June 2pm-5pm

Plants Stall, Teas at Bentpath Village Hall. 
Admission £5
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Times Past 
45 years: Thomas Hope Gala Day
On Saturday 4th June, the Queen’s Silver Jubilee was celebrated
in the grounds of the Thomas Hope Hospital in warm sunny
weather. A very enjoyable afternoon opened with the arrival of
Langholm Pipe Band playing a selection of old Scottish
favourites, followed by a fancy dress parade entered into by the
children with great enthusiasm wearing an appropriate variety
of costumes. Next on the programme was a selection of
recorder music played by the pupils of Langholm Academy
conducted by Mr T Hutton. The Boy’s Brigade, under the lead-
ership of Mr R Innes, then put on a skillfull demonstration of
human pyramids. After a short interval during which refresh-
ments were served, the younger children of the Academy enter-
tained the crowd with country dancing organised by Miss J
Simpson and an aerobatic display was then performed by two
young sisters, Elaine and Christine Bell. The afternoon’s enter-
tainment gave great pleasure to the patients, staff and friends
who had come along to share it with them and closed with the
return of the Pipe Band who finally marched off to the strains
of “We’re no awa tae bide awa” and everyone looks forward to
them carrying out his promise. The fancy dress parade was
judged by Mr J Cairns and Mrs T Calvert and the prize winners
were: - up to eight years: 1 Patricia Wylie (sunflower) 2 
Graham and Gregor Park (Batman and Robin) 3 equal: Virginia
Tait (Gypsy) and David Basnet (clown). Eight years to 14
years: 1 Patricia Cuthberston (Jubilee Crown) 2 Lorna Forbes
(Miss Tissue) 3 equal: Nancy Porteous (Queen Elizabeth 1)
and Jacqueline Ellwood (Jubilee Scrapbook)  

Silver Jubilee celebrations with Gala Queen Fiona Richardson and her 
attendants at Holmwood Gala Day in 1977

The errection of the Jubilee Bridge in 2001 which was opened in 2002 to
commemorate the Queen’s 50th Anniversary on the Throne

Members of the Langholm Day centre are among others enjoying the
music at the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations at Milntown in 2012

15th May 1893 The Burgh Police (Scotland) Act of 1833 
was passed in Langholm on 26th September 1845 and gave 
the inhabitants the right to elect 15 Police Commissioners to 
oversee services such as the cleaning and lighting of the streets. 
Overseeing water supply to the town was later passed to them 
in 1856. This law also allowed the boundaries of burgh to be 
strictly de ned, but it stipulated they had not to exceed 1,000 
yards from those de ned by the Royal Charter.The passing of 
a second act (The Burgh Police Scotland Act of 1892) on 15th 
May 1893 paved the way for the election of the town’s rst 
Provost or Chief Magistrate, Mr John J. Thomson (1893-1908). 
A total of eight local men have held this honorary position, the 

last being James Grieve, a local baker (1961-1975). The posi-
tion of Provost disappeared in May 1975 when the Local Gov-
ernment (Scotland) Act 1973 came into being and effectively 
abolished all burghs in Scotland. 

The Act of 1892 also allowed a burgh seal to be created. The 
original design consisted of a shield which was spilt into four 
quadrants by the St. Andrews cross, the national ag of Scot-
land.  The items in the three uppermost quadrants were sym-
bolic of emblems carried at the annual Common Riding (i.e. a 
large Scots thistle with a oral crown on top, a barley bannock 
and salt herring on a wooden dish, and a spade bedecked 
with heather). However, it should be noted that the twalpenny 
nail has never appeared in the Burgh Arms. The fourth device, 
the toison d’or or golden eece, was thought to represent the 
woollen manufacturing industries of the town or possibly its 
ancient Lamb Fair. However, in May 1930 the Lord Lyon King 
of Arms suggested that some alterations be made to the design.  
These included a proposal that the oral crown be removed 
from above the thistle, along with the letters B on either side 
of the salt herring. He further suggested that castellations (or a 
burghal coronet) be added along the top of the shield. These 
alterations were agreed to by the Town Council and the arms 
were of cial granted to the town by him on 1st August 1930. 
The Lord Lyon also thought that the town should adopt a motto  
such as “Leal to the Marches”  but this was later rejected by the 
Town Council.                                                                                                                                 

Langholm Burgh Arms, old & new

Langholm Burgh Seal as used in the 1890’s

Provost’s Board, Burgh Chambers

10 years: Picnic Party
A big family picnic was held at Milntown in Langholm last
Sunday and, despite the chilly temperatures, gazebos and rugs
kept off the worst and everyone enjoyed the games and other
activities. Margaret Sanderson, community council chairman
welcomed everyone to the Queen’s diamond jubilee party and
introduced David Stevenson, mentioning the many roles he has
in the community such as officiating magistrate at the 
Common Riding and Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Dumfries.
David was also recently made a freeman of Dumfries and 
Galloway and today he and his wife Alix are opening the
Going for Gold exhibition about the Olympics in Annan. He
spoke of the contribution the Queen had made during her 60
year reign and the Rev Scott McCarthy said a prayer of thanks.
Everyone then toasted the Queen. The Langholm Pipe and
Town Bands entertained as did Langholm Sings with Gary
Adams on piano. Ronnie Tait, community council vice chair-
man was in charge of the tug of war contest and Ross Dawson
of Active Schools had the children taking part in a number of
races and games. The Scouts and Xcel project had also organ-
ised activities, Kenneth Pool was compere for the afternoon.
An impromptu game of touch rugby involving adults and chil-
dren kept the crowd entertained with their antics and with a
game of rounders also being played on the pitch, there was
plenty of action to cheer on and applaud. 
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Now in its ninth successful
year of touring, come and
celebrate with the band as
they commemorate 34
years since the Wilburys
original album release and
pay a special tribute to The
Big O, who died later the
same year. 
‘Paul Hopkins’ Roy Orbison
and the Traveling Wilburys
Experience’ will take you on
a journey through the story
of the Wilburys. With expert
narrative and BIG SCREEN
ACTION, this 34th Anniver-
sary Special is unmissable.
With tributes to, Jeff Lynne,

George Harrison, Tom Petty,
Roy Orbison and Bob Dylan.
All the Traveling Wilbury hits
and classics are included in
the show including Handle
with Care, End of the Line,
Wilbury Twist, Heading for
the Light, Tweeter and the
Monkey Man, Last Night and

many more. Totally unique to
this production are Five 
authentic Lookalike-Sound-
alikes to the famous Traveling
Wilburys, enabling the show
to explore the Solo Hits of
the Famous Five. Mr Blue
Sky, Pretty Woman, Blowin
in the Wind, Here Comes The
Sun, Runnin Down a Dream,
Sweet Talkin Woman, Only
the Lonely, the Mighty Quinn
and I Got My Mind Set on
You are just a few of the 
Million-Selling hits you’ll hear
throughout the show. This
joyous, up-tempo feel-good
celebration of classic pop 
music is guaranteed to have
you singing and dancing in
the aisles.

Strange bird the cuckoo! Alistair Moulstone captured this elusive bird in all its glory
Camera: Canon 5D with 100-400mm lens

The E&L Gallery

Travel to see the Travelin’ Wilburys

Roy Orbison and the
Travelin’ Wilburys Experience
at at The Buccleuch Centre
on Friday June 24 at 7.30pm

013873 81196
www.buccleuchcentre.com



E&L JOB SPOT

COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES
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PUBLIC NOTICES

LANGHOLM 
TOWN HALL 

(inside)
WEDNESDAYS 10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS 9am - 2pm
Access through rear door

ROYAL BANK MOBILE VAN
Day Centre car park

Thursdays
11:45am - 12:25pm

MOBILE SERVICES

ELECTRICIAN

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows

BLINDS

TO LET

LANGHOLM POP-UP SHOP
June & July 2022

■ Saturday 4th June 
(74 High St) - Love Langholm Local 
Community Market 

■ Friday 1st July-  (74 High St) Kristy Blaen
Tropic Skincare & Self Care with Kristy

Beattie’s Bakes - (Wee Workshop) 
■ To book a space: Call Sharon Irving on 07862 367209

or email: sharon@ashleybank.co.uk

aaowSe rabawlwoeSn sa lelolababSwweenneRe oW
celEfo
psallA

gnitsTefo
stcepsallA

316410
xenarofeciffogniR

gnithgiL
DELrko

lacirtc
stcep

gniriweR

303733
noecivrestnellecx

ednategdgubno,emitinO
316410

t d lanoissefeoropylyemeretxte
303733

x r l r f

Canonbie Post Office 
& Shop
Require a

Counter Assistant
The position is for 12-15 hours a week
normally 3pm to 6pm, Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday and additional hours
on occasion to provide holiday cover. 

The work involves dealing with post office 
customers who require postal and 
banking services and general and 

licensed convenience grocery products. 
Full training will be given and 
references are required.

Apply by email to canonbiepost office.co.uk or in
writing to Andrew Scott, Canonbie Post Office, 
Cross Keys Hotel Annex, Canonbie DG140SY

 

CARE NEEDED IN LANGHOLM 

FOR LADY NEAR BUCCLEUCH 
SQUARE 

ONE HOUR MORNING &  

HALF HOUR EVENING, FOR HELP 
WITH DRESSING & TRANSFER 

BETWEEN WHEEL-CHAIR & BED  

£24.00 PER DAY FOR THE 2 
SESSIONS 

CONTACT: 
MAGGY JONES, 077-922-600-03 

 

 

 

www.dumgal.gov.uk

PLANNING
The applications, associated plans and documents can be viewed on-line 
by following the ePlanning link on the Council’s website at www.dumgal.
gov.uk/planning.  Written comments may be made to Head of Economy 
and Development by email to Planning@dumgal.gov.uk or via the Council’s 
website, as noted above, by 16/06/2022 (Type A).
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2013, Reg 20(1) (A) 

Ref No/Type Address/Proposal

22/0625/FUL (A) 70 High Street, Langholm - Installation of new shop 
front including three new windows, 2 backboards and repainting of front 
elevation

22/0624/FUL (A) 54 High Street, Langholm - Installation of new 
timber shop front and repainting of front elevation

22/0794/FUL (A) Plot 4 , Forgebraehead, Canonbie - Erection of 
dwellinghouse

Solution to Crossword No 10
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EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Mr Chris Hutchinson
Session clerk: 013873 73755 
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508

Primary School sprinters in action

CHAMPS: Small School 1st - Canonbie A-1

Park and
Gormley see
Langholm home
Cricket
Langholm 2nds travelled to
Dumfries last weekend, and
eventually cruised to a com-
fortable four-wicket victory
against St Michaels – despite
an early batting scare.
Despite losing the toss,

Langholm bowlers Ryan 
Johnstone and Corey Park 
reduced the home side to 23 for
six in just over 11 overs. Will
Donaldson, Jamie Gormley and
Euan Coates then grabbed a
wicket apiece to mop up the St
Michael’s tail for just 64. 
The Langholm innings got off

to a reasonable start, with Jake
Park and Hughie Donaldson
adding 16 before a mistimed run
saw Donaldson out for two. John
Bell was the next to go, playing
back to a non-bouncing ball, and
then Park was caught and bowled
for eight. 
Two more quick wickets fell to

leave the visitors wobbling on
27 for five, before Tom Henderson
and Jamie Gormley took control.
Henderson’s dismissal, with the
score on 44, brought the experi-
enced Graham Park to the crease
and, with the help of Gormley,
they saw Langholm over the line
with both finishing on 12 not
out.
The pick of the Langholm bowlers

was Corey Park, with 3-5, Ryan
Johnstone 3-14, Jake Park 1-2,
Euan Coates 1-8, Will Donaldson
1-14 and Jamie Gormley 1-15 

Primary school children
gathered at the Everholm
Running Track last week
for the Annandale and 
Eskdale Primary Schools
Sprint Relay Finals, organ-
ised by Active Schools and
Community Sport for 
Dumfries and Galloway
Council. 

The event for pupils in 
Primary 4 – 7 from small
schools and Primary 5 – 7 in
large schools had 48 teams
taking part. The prizes were
presented by Finlay Waugh,
who took part in the event
himself in 2014 and is now
the Scottish Schools and
Scottish Nationals Age Group
champion at 100m and 200m.  

A council spokesperson
said: “It’s great to see such
a large turnout. This is the
first time on a running track
for many children. These

events don’t run themselves
and it takes help from many
people. 

“A special thank you must
go to all volunteers, parents,
teachers and young sports
leaders for their help with
delivering this event.”

The results were:

Girls Sprint Relay
3rd  Newington Primary A
2nd Langholm Primary A
1st  Moffat Primary A 

Boys Sprint Relay
3rd = Hecklegirth Primary A
and  Gretna Primary A
2nd  Moffat Primary A
1st   Newington Primary A

Small Schools Sprint Relay
3rd   Hightae
2nd  Eaglesfield Primary B
1st   Canonbie Primary A

GIRL POWER: Large School Girls 2nd - Langholm A

EAGLESFIELD: Small School 2nd - Eaglesfield B GRETNA:  Large School Boys 3rd - Gretna A

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Owned by the Community : Published for the  Community



9
7
7
1
4
7
2

9
3
8
7
5
7

2
2

Sports News
Thursday June 2. 2022

Sponsored by KELSO RACES
01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Cricket
After two defeats in a row,
Langholm 1st XI got back to
winning ways with a superb
victory away to table topping
Wigton 2nd's.

Batting first, Langholm posted
216 for six with Nicky
Piszczykiewicz the star man
with an unbeaten 81. In response
Wigton batted well and needed
12 off the last over to win – but
a superb last over by 16-year-
old Jake Park restricted them
to just four and Langholm ran
out the winners by a nervy two
runs.

After winning the toss and
batting first Langholm got off
to a great start as Gregor Park
and Stuart Duggan added 48
for the first wicket, before 
Duggan fell for 16. Tony Steele
joined Park and the pair took
the score to 80 when drinks
were taken at 20 overs. 

Park was then caught behind
for 41 to leave Langholm two
down. Nicky Pisczcykiewicz

joined Steele and the pair took
the score over 100 with some
selected hitting and quick sin-
gles. 

Steele had made 29 before he
was bowled with the score on
145. Graham Park was next up,
and he and Piszczykiewicz 
started to accelerate the scoring.
Piszczykiewicz reached 50 
before Park fell for 12 in the
35th over, bringing Dave Steele
to the crease. 

The pair found the boundary
regularly, with Piszczykiewicz
hitting several huge sixes. With
three balls less Steele fell, and
Chris Stewart added one before
he was run out of the last ball,
leaving Piszczykiewicz’s not
out for a magnificent 81. 

Langholm got off to a great
start when Tony Steele clean
bowled Little with the score on
nine. Hill was next to the crease,
but the 1st XI regular had no
answer to Jake Park's bowling,
spooning a catch straight to 
Pisczcykiewicz. 

Corey Park claimed the third
wicket to leave Wigton on 94

for three after 20 overs, then
Dave and Tony Steele took two
more between them. With 
opener Ken Lau reaching 100,
and needing just 12 to win, Jake
Park took the ball for the last
over. 

Some tight bowling and sharp
fielding saw Lau run out, and
Wigton needing three off the

last ball to win.  Instead, the
youngster clean bowled the 
Wigton batsman to give
Langholm a hugely deserved
two-run victory. 
Park’s figures were two for 45,
with Tony Steele two for 30,
Dave Steele one for 47 and
Corey Park one for 26.
_______________________

Bowling
On Saturday the new town bowl-
ing club held their annual Arthur
Gibson Triples tournament gen-
erously sponsored by Kevan
Hotson, Builder. There was a
good entry of 16 with bowlers
traveling from as far as Wigton
and Innerleithen. The winning
trio were from Gretna - Callum
& Carol Ogilvie, and Pon Brady.
They beat the local triple of Ian

Scott, Alan Aitken and Duncan
Ritchie in the final. Beaten semi-
finalists were all New Town
bowlers, George Graham, Kenny
Bell and Melvyn Brown were
beaten by the winners and Luke
Tolson, Gordon Stewart and
Roy Park were beaten by the
runners-up. Thanks to Kevan
for his sponsorship and to 
everyone who helped out on
the day. President Paul Mitchell
presented the prizes. 

Iceman Jake edges
out top team Wigton

E&L
SPORT

Blackthorn produces finish of a lifetime

New Town bowling 
Arthur Gibson Triples

Hounds
Wednesdays meeting was the last in
the series of runs at Moss Peteril, with
the Connelly, Pattinson and Lawless
kennel enjoying a double win.

Visibility was poor from the field mak-
ing it hard to see the 10 Seniors until
they came past the field heading for the
finish. Five hounds had moved clear
with Castle Clansman, Fire Lass and
Border Prosper at the fore. 

Fire Lass and Border Prosper enjoyed
a great battle to the line, with the latter
getting up to win his third senior trail
by half a length. Mr Finnegan finished
strong for third. 

The four pups couldn't be separated
outside all taking a turn at the front. The
same was the case as they dropped off
the hill to pass the field before the finish.
Approaching the last wall Inspect strug-
gled to jump losing ground on the other
three. 

Border Reign powered home to beat
Tallulah by a head and complete the
double for a delighted Annabelle and
family. Blackthorn finished a few lengths

behind in third, with Inspect fourth. 
Saturday’s meeting was at Steel Rigg,

a great venue for viewing. As the Seniors
passed by the field, Jazzle, Border Prosper
and Delta Scope were setting the pace.
Back into view heading for home Jazzle
had pulled clear of a chasing pack of
four, Delta Style, Border Prosper, 
Splendid Sally and Delta Scope. 

Jazzle maintained her advantage to
win by almost a minute from Delta

Style, moving clear of the others when
they stopped for a lap. Border Prosper
held off challenges to take third. 

Early reports in the Maidens were that
Castle Clansman was clear of the other
five runners following an early scale.
He still had an advantage as they come
into to view with Matilda and Delta
Spiral joining him as they passed the
field. Some cows had gathered by the
gate so the hounds had to navigate their
way round them. 

Onto the finish it was Castle Clansman
and Lucky Charm leading with Delta
Spiral and Matilda in close contact.
Frankel was further back in fifth. 

Clansman and Lucky Charm never fal-
tered at the water, moving away from
the others.  Lucky Charm came home
well for her second maiden win and
Clansman had time to slow and take
second. Delta Spiral was first of the
others out the water to finish third with
Matilda and Frankel battling for fourth
and fifth respectively. 

Border Reign was the early leader in
the pups but a mistake soon after left
him  off the back of the pack.  

Approaching the finish, Blackthorn
was doing the majority of the driving
with Delta Swift and Tallulah also taking
their turn.  Blackthorn produced one of
his best finishes to date to take the win
by five lengths from Tallulah with Delta
Swift 20 yards back in third and Border
Reign fourth.

Moss Peteril  Wednesday 25th May
Seniors: 1 Border Prosper 2 Fire Lass 3 Mr
Finnegan 4 Fire Lady 5 Delta Style 6 Castle
Clansman. 10 ran, Time 26.50
Pups: 1 Border Reign 2 Tallulah 3 Black
Thorn 4 Inspect. 4 Ran Time 19.12
All In: 1 Lucky Charm 2 Delta Spiral. 2 ran,
Time 19.18

Steel Rigg Saturday 28th May 
Seniors: 1 Jazzle 2 Delta Style 3 Border
Prosper 4 Splendid Sally 5 Delta Scope
6 Fire Strike. 9 ran, Time 23.10
Senior Maidens: 1 Lucky Charm 2 Castle
Clansman 3 Delta Spiral 4 Matilda 5 Frankel.
6 ran, 5 Finished Time 26.28
Pups: 1 Black Thorn 2 Tallulah 3 Delta Swift
4 Border Reign. 4 ran, Time 14.59
All In: 1 Delta Script. 1 ran, Time 15.05
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NERVELESS: Teenager’s Jake Park’s superb bowling sealed a tight 
win for Langholm 1sts. 

Last over heroics after Nicky P’s unbeaten 81

George McGimpsey & Gillian Telford 
with Blackthorn

BOWLED OVER: Club president Paul Mitchell with the winning Gretna Trio


