
Confusion, despair,
anger…

The proposed Tarras Valley
Nature Reserve has divided
the community, and today
the E&L gives voice to those
who are vehemently against
the scheme – and what they
claim its impact on their
lives will be.
Two weeks ago, we reported

that the Reserve was to be
given more time by Buccleuch
Estates to secure the funding
it needs to secure phase two
of its moorland buyout. 
Our story provoked a pas-

sionate response from readers
who question the huge 
resources being thrown at the
project and how the land will
be managed.

Jackie Johnstone became
concerned after reading in a
national paper that 2,300 res-
idents of Langholm were in
favour of the moor: “Many
people I had talked to could
not see how this was money
well spent, so it just confused
me,” she said.
“How is this going to create

local jobs? There are no tres-
passing laws in Scotland, so
anyone is free to do whatever
they want on the moor.
“The houses that were pur-

chased and about to be, will
need constant repair, as will
the roads - a vast amount of
money will be required. £2.2
million is a drop in the ocean.”
Predator control is another

of the issues causing worry.
Concerned resident Mark
Ewart told us: “Unless foxes
and carrion crows are con-

trolled there will be very little
to see, as foxes predate heavily
on ground nesting species that
will include the hen harriers,
of which there were many suc-
cessful nests, when the moor
was managed.”
Paul Mitchell’s father was a

head moorland manager from
1974, a job he held for some
30 years. Paul says what both-
ers him is the way the land
has become neglected since
the first buyout.

Prosperous
“The Moor was well looked

after, my dad never missed a
chance to burn heather to bring
new heather. He had a very
prosperous grouse shoot which
brought in a lot of revenue to
the town to mills, shops and
hotels. The sheep were on the
hill to keep the tick problem

away. 
“It is so sad to see the con-

dition of the Moor now, I can
honestly say I am glad my
dad isn't here to see it.”
Eskdale farmer Hamish

Waugh says he has great reser-
vations about what could po-
tentially happen to the extra
5,300 acres that Langholm 
Initiative are hoping to buy. 

Wildfire
“I have concerns about the

potential for a wildfire to 
become established within the
overgrown and unmanaged
vegetation on the site. As far
as I am aware, these concerns
have yet to be addressed.”
Mr Waugh is also concerned

that trees are becoming well
established upon the peat soils
and are less efficient at storing
carbon. “Under the current
management, the spagnum
moss which creates peat is 
being choked out and therefore
not allowing as much carbon
to be sequestrated from the
atmosphere in a permanent
manner,” he said.
Responding to these con-

cerns, Tarras Valley estate
manager Jenny Barlow said:
“There is a full and detailed
business plan, which can be
viewed on Langholm 
Initiative’s website, with a
breakdown of the types of in-
come which are being 
explored. 
“There is no one way to

manage a nature reserve. We
welcome anyone who is in-
terested in taking part to help
us shape future plans.”

Happy and glorious!
WE HAVE A LOOK AT HOW THE AREA IS CELEBRATING THE QUEEN’S REIGN: PAGE 5
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‘I’m so glad my dad
isn’t here to see this’
Local opponents hit back at Tarras Valley plans 

Thursday May 26, 2022Series 2 No. 8454

Residents near the Crossdyke
wind farm are set for a share
of its profits after an agree-
ment was reached with energy
company Muirhall.
Full story: Page 2
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Spring artists in
abundance

Artists from across the south
of Scotland will be displaying
their work to the public at
next week’s much-anticipated
Spring Fling, which begins
on Wednesday.

Full story: Pages 8 & 9

It’s a wind farm 
Windfall!

More than 25,000 spectators
saw youngsters from
Langholm RFC form a guard
of honour before a cup match
at Murrayfield.

Full story: Page16

Youngsters fly the
flag at Murrayfield

SPORT

By Penny Johnstone

Editor Penny
steps down
It’s all change at your E&L,
with the announcement that
editor Penny Johnstone is
standing down from the post
she has held since January.

During her
f i v e -mo n t h
tenure, Penny
has instigated
a root-and-
branch trans-
formation of
the paper, in-
troducing new

standards of professionalism,
shining a light on major issues
affecting our patch, and 
encouraging lively debate
among our loyal readers.
And, in her new role as 

reporter-at-large, she intends
to continue covering the stories
that matter to folk in Langholm.
“I’m really looking forward

to having more time to get out
and about and into the heart of
the stories we’re covering,” she
said. 
Our new editor is Nick

Brownlee, a former Fleet Street
journalist with over 30 years’
experience on local and national
newspapers and magazines. 
He said: “The E&L is part of

the fabric of the Muckle Toon,
and after more than 170 years
it continues to represent 
everything that is special about
local newspapers.
“The editor’s job is a real

privilege, and I look forward
to carrying on the good work
that Penny has begun.”
This month we also bid

farewell to editorial assistant
Sharon Tolson, who is leaving
to take up the role of tourism
officer with Langholm Alliance.
Sharon has been an invaluable
member of the team, and we
wish her well in her new 
endeavours.
With the changes in personnel

comes a change in the way you
can get in touch with us. From
now on, please email your sto-
ries and correspondence to
newsdesk@eladvertiser.co.uk.
Our telephone number is
013873 80012

DIFFERENCE OF OPINION: Our story about the Tarras Valley project earlier this month provoked much local reaction



Aitchison, Geordie
25th May 2018

Treasured memories of a dear brother of
Ian and Marion

Life is a journey so we are told
For some it's long... others brief.

Love Marion and Ian
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Deaths

STEEL, Elizabeth
In Loving Memory
Elizabeth (Elspeth) Hamilton Robertson Steele (née
Slight), 13th January 1944 - 13th May 2022
Passed away peacefully at DGRI. Elspeth will be
lovingly remembered and greatly missed by her
husband of 32 years, Arthur. 
Special thank you to the staff at DGRI and Mountain
Hall renal unit for their care and compassion.
A service to celebrate the life of Elspeth will be held at
Roucan Loch Crematorium, DG1 4JF, Thursday 2nd
June, 12 noon.

Church Notices

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale and

Canonbie Churches
welcome you to
Sunday worship

10am Liddesdale and
11:30 Canonbie.

Sunday 29th June
joint service at

Liddesdale 10am.
No service at
Canonbie .

Rev Morag Crossan
on 07861736071 or
email mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk

Thank You

Langholm Alliance has been able to make
a start on collecting up the various painted
tiles and stones from around the town so
that it can make a memorial board in 
Wattie’s Arch, to create a lasting memory
of the period during Covid.
The Alliance says there is no obligation to

donate the tiles, as it is still nice to be able to
spot them around the town. 
However, if people would like their tiles and

stones to be part of the project, they are being
encouraged to drop them off in the Alliance
office or at the paper shop.
The painted tiles, with messages on, started

to appear around the town when the Covid
lockdowns started. They were created by a
number of mystery ‘Banksys’ – although the
first is thought to have been the brainchild of
a local youngster. 
Alliance chairman Cllr Denis Male said: “It

gave the townsfolk quite a lift as more and
more were placed on doorsteps and shop
doorways very mysteriously at night. The

practice continued right through the lockdowns
and the ‘secret Banksys’ have never revealed
who they are.”
Outpost Arts used pictures of the stones to

produce tea towels and they were sold for

charity.
“It seems a pity to let all the hard work

done by our secret artists just deteriorate and
be lost, so we discussed it at the Alliance
Board and the accountants JRW – who own
the wall – were approached to see if they
would be OK with the tiles being displayed
in Watties Arch,” Cllr Male said. 
“They agreed and so now we are collecting

the slates to do that. Our mystery Banksy has
even created a few more just for us to dis-
play.”
Some slates have also been painted to re-

member the 400th anniversary of Langholm
as a Burgh and to commemorate the 50th an-
niversary of the visit of Neil Armstrong. The
weather is starting to destroy the slates, many
of which lie in the open air.
“It would be wrong to just let them disappear,

when they can show how the townspeople
cared about each other during the pandemic
and when they can make a lasting memory of
that community spirit,” Cllr Male added.

Lasting memorial for Wattie’s Arch

Vive la difference! 
The rumblings of discontent began within hours of our story about Tarras Valley
Nature Reserve going to press this month. And within days, it was clear that the
local divisions over this contentious scheme could not be ignored. 
That’s why we have taken the decision to publish the view of the project’s
opponents today. And we are happy to do so, because there are always two sides
to every story – and because the role of a community newspaper is to reflect the
views of its community.
That goes for any of the stories that appear in the E&L each week. It’s your
paper, so let us know what you think. 
Just don’t be surprised if someone else thinks different!

54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

Family___________
Announcements

Contact us at the E&L:  Office 013873 80012
News Editor    Penny Johnstone    newsdesk@eladvertiser.co.uk
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By Gilly Fraser
Following a lively campaign which saw the village
bedecked with candidates’ banners and which
heard electioneering rallying cries shouted from
tractor-drawn open-topped trailers, Robbie 
Turnbull has been chosen as Tub 2022. 
The result was announced to loud cheers and 

appropriate bedlam during the traditional Tub’s Ball
on Saturday evening in the Legends Function Room.
Robbie had been up against two other contenders,
Oli Downey and Tom Brown. They were both
gracious in defeat and wished Tub Turnbull a great
year in office. 
Robbie’s following in the cycle tracks of his Dad,

Shaun, who was the second Copshaw Common
Riding Tub. He was introduced to the village’s
iconic ancient modern event at an early age, sitting
in a little trailer behind Shaun’s bike. 
Now he too will have the honour of wearing the

maroon jacket and yellow tie and carrying the leg-
endary Pureous Bunkumus flag, as he leads the
cycle cavalcade through the village and round the

boundaries on the first Saturday in July. 
He succeeds Tub Paula Downey, who was elected

in 2020 and made history thanks to Covid, by
holding onto the post ever since. 

CHOSEN: Robbie Turnbull is the new Copshaw Tub

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church Services
Sunday 29th May
Langholm 10am

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Tel: 013873 73755.

Charity no. SCO11946

Copshaw
has spoken

Margaret would like to thank friends and
neighbours for lovely flowers and cards
following the death of her much loved

Taffy.

Ewan Patterson
I'd personally like to say a very big thank
you to everyone who showed support, voted
or sent cards and message to me recently. 
I'd like to wish Cornet Hotson and his

family all the very best for the Common
Riding and, like everyone in the town, I am
looking forward to it. 
Finally I'd also like to wish Stuart Tedham,

his family, and the people of Langholm a
great Common Riding.     Ewan

In Memoriam

ARCH: One of the many painted stones

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser is part funded by the
above organisations along with charitable trusts and 

individuals from the community of Langholm.

Aitchison
Treasured memories of Geordie sadly

taken too soon, 25th May 2018. 
Molly 1st June 2006 and
Rob 26th July 1980.

The years go by
But memories never fade
Mary and Robin



Local Labour MSP Colin Smyth has called for the cross-border rail
operator TransPennine Express to be stripped of the West Coast
Main Line franchise.
His call comes ahead of the meeting next week between Scotland’s

Transport Minister, Jenny Gilruth, and the UK’s rail minister Wendy Morton
when the issue of ongoing disruption of services to and from Lockerbie will
be discussed.
Passengers have been hit by frequent cancellations which continued at

the weekend, with some services cancelled or terminated early. Rail users
had to use coaches to get to and from Carlisle due to maintenance work
on the line.
“This is the worst train service in Britain,

and there is a fair bit of competition for that
title,” Mr Smyth said. 
Elsewhere, Conservative politicians MSP

Rachael Hamilton and MP John Lamont have
slammed the latest cuts to Borders Railway
services, following the nationalisation of
Scotrail by the Scottish government.
The daily number of services from 

Tweedbank to Edinburgh Waverley has been
cut from 31 to 15 in the latest shake up of the
timetable, representing a cut of over 50 per-
cent. 
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Check your
Pension Credits
Pensioners across the south of
Scotland are being urged to
check if they are eligible for
Pension Credit, which would
unlock thousands of pounds of
extra income.
Pension Credit is a top up for
the most vulnerable pensioners,
worth an average of £3,300 per
year. 
As well as being a cash top up
to the state pension, it also offers
access to other benefits, including
a free TV licence for over 75s, a
council tax reduction, access to
warm home discount, housing
benefit, cold weather payments,
as well as access to  insulation
and boiler grants from energy
companies.
The Department for Work and
Pensions estimates around 25 per-
cent of people across the UK
who are eligible do not claim
pension credit.
This could mean that there are
hundreds of people across the
south of Scotland who are missing
out on thousands of pounds from
the UK Government.
A major campaign is underway
to encourage eligible pensioners,
and their carers, to access the
help they are entitled to.
Borders MP John Lamont said:
“There are hundreds of pensioners
across the Scottish Borders who
are likely to be due thousands of
pounds from the UK Government,
as well as a host of other benefits,
because they do not claim Pension
Credit.
“Altogether, this could mean
that Borderers are losing out on
millions of pounds. As rising 
inflation continues to hit people’s
pockets, this could really make a
difference to hundreds of house-
holds across our area.”
The UK Minister for Pensions,
MP Guy Opperman said: “Pension
Credit provides a vital income
‘top up’ for some of our most
vulnerable pensioners, and around
1.4 million currently receive it.
But there is much more to do to
reach those who could claim but
don’t.”
Pension Credit can be claimed
online, by telephone or by post.
Information is available on gov.uk
website.

It’s a wind farm windfall!
Crossdykes profits to be shared among local residents 
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ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets
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Smyth slams UK’s ‘worst train service’

CANCELLATIONS: A TransPennine Express train in Lockerbie station

Council officials are furi-
ous after the draft minutes
of a recent meeting were
pinned up on Langholm’s
public noticeboard.
The expletive-laden, six-

page document is a record
of a meeting of Langholm,
Ewes & Westerkirk 
Community Council on May
2, attended by John 
Galloway, Mark Hodgson, 
Margaret Sanderson, Betty

Harkness, Robert Dickson,
Grace Brown, Stuart
Clement, Ron Tait and MSP
Oliver Mundell.
It includes a furious alter-

cation between Mr Hodgson
and Mrs Sanderson in which
the f-word is used and
recorded in full. 
The minutes, clearly

marked as a draft version,
are still on display in Wattie’s
Arch – although it is not

known who put them there.
Council secretary Robert

Dickson told the E&L: “The
minutes of the last council
meeting were published on
the notice board without the
permission and prior knowl-
edge of the community 
council.
“They should only be pub-

lished seven days prior to
our next meeting, along with
the agenda.”

An “historic” shared own-
ership agreement has been
signed, with the communi-
ties benefiting financially
from Crossdykes wind farm.
Developer Muirhall Energy
and their partners say the
agreement is the largest com-
munity investment in renew-
ables in Scotland since 2017.
It’s also the first time that
communities have bought into
a subsidy-free wind farm. 
Crossdykes, which has 10
turbines powering nearly
45,000 homes, lies seven
miles north west of Langholm.
The shared ownership deal,
which is in addition to the
£7,000 per MW paid annually
by Crossdykes to the com-
munity, gives the neighbour-
ing residents a five percent
stake in the project, ensuring
they will benefit from a share
of the wind farm’s profits 
every year. 

Test
The shared ownership model
is being viewed as a test case
for shared ownership in 
unsubsidised wind farms by
industry body, Local Energy
Scotland.
Mhairi Frain, director of
business operations at
Muirhall Energy, said:  “This
is the first time that any 
Scottish community has pur-
chased a stake in a subsidy-
free wind farm, and now we
have a pathway to success, I
look forward to working with
the same communities as they
consider further shared 

ownership opportunities being
offered on our neighbouring
Hopsrig and Loganhead wind
farms.”
Local resident Nick 
Jennings, speaking on behalf
of the communities, said: “A
few of us worked hard over
several years to secure this.
The wider community around
the windfarm can now look
forward to using the funding
this will generate.
“This is a monumental 
occasion. This level of in-
vestment could bring trans-
formational change to our
area.”

DEAL: From left to right Andy Marshall, Liz McQueen, Mhairi Frain, Nick Jennings, Chris Miles and Kirstin Leckie 

Council fury over leaked draft document
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Ukrainian chapel’s
future is now secure

By Penny Johnstone

The future of the Ukrainian
chapel near Lockerbie has
been secured thanks to a fund-
ing boost from the region’s
economic development 
agency.
Hallmuir Chapel has been
provided with a grant of just
over £52,000 from South of
Scotland Enterprise (SOSE) so
that vital repairs can be carried
out to the fabric of Grade-B
listed building. Significant 
improvements will also be made
to its hard landscaping and sur-
rounding boundary.
The grant will also help to
develop a small visitor centre
and raise the profile of the
chapel, with work also being
undertaken in collaboration with
South of Scotland Destination
Alliance (SSDA).
The chapel has been under-
going repairs and developments
in phases since 2018, but
progress has been hugely hin-
dered by the impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic and a se-
ries of winter storms.
The chapel did not qualify
for any government grants or
subsidies, which left it less than
halfway towards its fundraising
target of £80,000 by last sum-
mer. However, last autumn,
Hallmuir approached SOSE for
support, and the agency was
eager to ensure the building’s
repair and development was
prioritised. 
Mike Ostapko of Hallmuir
Chapel, said: “It has been a

long process to get to where
we are today, and we have
faced several unprecedented
challenges along the way.
“Closing our doors to visitors
during the pandemic made
fundraising particularly difficult,
but we knew we couldn’t give
up on such an important pillar
of our local Ukrainian com-
munity in Dumfriesshire.”

Homes for Ukraine

Meanwhile, new figures re-
leased by the UK Government
show that more than 100
Ukrainians have now arrived
in the south of Scotland

through the Homes for
Ukraine scheme.
Fifty-five displaced people
have arrived in the Scottish
Borders and another 50 have
found refuge in Dumfries and
Galloway through the scheme. 
The figures also show that

86 visas have been issued for
people fleeing the war to come
to the Scottish Borders, with
103 visas issued for travel to
Dumfries and Galloway, mean-
ing that some applicants have
yet to arrive in the UK.
For the first time, the figures
also show that 224 people have
applied to come to the south of
Scotland through the Homes
for Ukraine scheme.

Borders MP John Lamont,
who has been assisting local
hosts and Ukrainians with their
applications, said: “There are
some issues with bureaucracy
and myself and my team have
been working every day with
the Home Office to iron these
out and expedite cases where
the people are in a vulnerable
situation.
“The support shown to
Ukraine by the UK and its cit-
izens is second to none. From
supporting refugees, to provid-
ing military weapons, and 
sanctioning billions of pounds
of Russian assets, we are stand-
ing up against the horrific 
actions of Putin.”

Hallmuir project receives £52k boost from SOSE

SAVED: The WWII Ukrainian Chapel at Hallmuir near Lockerbie 

Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or

email your comments to penny@eladvertiser.co.uk
In the interests of space, the editor reserves the right 

to shorten letters where necessary

How often
must we pay?
With fuel poverty looming and
the cost of everything
increasing why are we paying
so much for renewable
electricity? The simple answer
is we are paying three times.
The first payment is a global
subsidy to encourage poorer
countries to replace fossil fuels
with renewable sources of
energy. The second payment is
buying the electricity, which also
absorbs the cost of the
construction and maintenance of
renewable energy sites.  
The third, and in my opinion

the worst, payments are those
made to stop the wind farms
companies producing electricity.
At the moment here in
Scotland we produce more
power than we can at times use,
or can safely be carried by the
electrical system. At times of
high production and low
consumption the windfarm
companies are paid to switch off
the turbines and not produce
electricity.  At other times, when
there is no wind, the Scottish
National Grid must buy in
electricity to meet demand, at
great cost, which is added to our
bills
There are many types of
renewable energy production:
wind farms on and off shore,

wave power, geothermal energy,
hydrogen plants, biofuels sites,
solar farms and hydro electrical
sources and more, all with
varying degrees of efficiency.
We of the Faw Side
Community Group are fighting
the proposed plans for a large
windfarm in the Esk, Ewes and
Teviot Head area, which if
passed, will use some of the
biggest wind turbines so far used
for onshore electrical generation.
Payments to landowners, profits
to company shareholders and so
called ‘gifts’ to various local
communities and sporting
bodies, are all paid for in our
bills.
A loophole in renewable
energy production means

companies, especially in the
wind farm sector, are paid to
erect windfarms that are not
needed and then are paid for
electricity they do not produce.
Is it any wonder so many are
being built?

Linda Snelgar,
Ewes Valley
Langholm

This week I had the honour of being aboard the first
train to leave Berwickshire’s Reston station in almost
60 years. 

This links a rural village and the surrounding areas with
major towns to the south and Edinburgh to the north. The
new station will mean more people will want to come and
live here in the Borders. Young people will have more 
opportunities to access work and education in our major
towns and cities. 

Does this sound familiar? 
The parallels between Reston and Newcastleton are 

unmissable. Just like Reston, Newcastleton can be con-
nected with Carlisle and Edinburgh with the completion of
the Borders Railway. This would be transformational, and
I know many local residents in Newcastleton agree.

Feasibility
I am pushing both the Scottish and UK governments

hard to make sure they keep this issue at the top of their
agenda. There is a £10 million feasibility study due to
begin, but sadly we are seeing little movement at the 
moment. 

I’ve been raising this consistently with ministers and civil
servants both on the floor of the House of Commons and
in meetings. I know that UK Government ministers and
Scottish Borders Council support this study going ahead
as quickly as possible, but there are frustrations with hold-
ups from officials in Transport Scotland. 

This money has been promised, and failure to start this
study would be unacceptable for local communities like
ours. 

It won’t be easy. But I believe we can put forward a
formidable case for the extension of the Borders Railway
from Tweedbank, onto Hawick, Newcastleton and Carlisle.

Letters to the Editor
Food raiders 
are killing our
High Street
I am not surprised at the 
numerous reports of shops clos-
ing and businesses and services
struggling in Langholm. 
I overlook the Buccleuch Centre
and watch as locals choose to
support a mobile shop from 
another country, when we have
a struggling High Street. I watch
as takeaways from outside
Langholm are delivering door
to door, despite numerous places
offering takeaway food in the
town. 

I see Tesco and Asda vans
doing the rounds, while our 
Co-op is near empty of cus-
tomers. 
These businesses aren’t “doing
us a favour” or coming here out
the goodness of their hearts, they
are coming to make money and
in return spend it outside
Langholm.
A little goes a long way as far
as supporting local is concerned
and those who don't set foot in
local shops due to supporting
businesses further afield are only
going to contribute to driving
their own high street into further
decline.

“Concerned Langholm 
resident” – via Facebook

VIEW FROM THE

CHAMBER
with

John Lamont MP

All aboard the railway 
extension campaign



He was one of the biggest
stars of the 1980s, with a 
Saturday night TV audience
of millions.
But that was then. This week,
Irish comedian Jimmy Cricket’s
show at the Buccleuch Centre
was cancelled – after less than
30 people bought tickets.
Cricket – catchphrase “And
there’s more” – was due to 
appear in a special Jubilee-
themed show on Saturday 
afternoon. Billed as a 
“Spectacular Trip Down 
Memory Lane”, the Right Royal
Knees Up Celebration features
“sing-a-long memories and
spectacular footage” as part of
a “nostalgic journey through
the 70-year reign of Queen 
Elizabeth the Second”. 
The show, which also features
Geordie-born actress Leah Bell,
plus a full supporting company,
began touring venues across
the UK last week.
But following disappointing
ticket sales, the show’s promot-
ers have pulled the plug in
Langholm.
“It’s a surprise, because Jimmy
used to be a really big star,”
said the Buccleuch Centre’s

bookings manager Alan 
Weatherstone. “But that’s show-
biz, I guess. I think it is down
to the fact that it was on 
Saturday and there is still a bit
of resistance in the older gen-
eration”
Born James Mulgrew, the 76-
year-old funnyman from County
Tyrone in Northern Ireland 
began his career as a Butlins
Redcoat before hitting the big
time. In his trademark wellies
and cap, Cricket toured the
country in the 1970s alongside
such stars as The Osmonds and
Gerry and the Pacemakers.

In the 1980s he landed his
own TV series, And There’s
More, and appeared in numerous
Royal Variety Performances. In
1987 he was the subject of This
Is Your Life, hosted by Eamonn
Andrews.
Although he has not been seen
on British TV for many years,
Cricket has remained popular
with club audiences – and with
Pope Francis, who in 2017
awarded him a papal knight-
hood.
“I’m sure the people who
bought tickets for Saturday will
be disappointed that the show
has been cancelled, but all have
been refunded,” Alan said. “And
the good news is that we have
a packed schedule at the 
Buccleuch in June.”
Tickets are currently available
for The Country Summer Show
(June 3), The Rod Stewart Song-
book (June 9), Roy Orbison
and the Travelling Wilburys
Experience (June 24), The 
Brandon McPhee Experience
(June 25) and The Scottish
Chamber Orchestra (June 30). 
For further details, go to 
buccleuchcentre.com
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Pyrotechnics and parties 
for our marvellous monarch

Playcare
tea fit for
a Queen
The youngsters at
Langholm Playcare have
been hard at work prepar-
ing for next weekend’s 
Jubilee celebrations. 
Special touches include a

red, white and blue-painted
bike outside the front door,
Union Jack decoration and
bunting inside, and a topic
table with various Royal-
themed props.
A fact-filled book about the

Queen has been produced
for the library, and a new
words have been written to
the tune of London Bridge is
Falling Down. 
The major event promises

to be a Jubilee tea party next
Wednesday June 1, including 
biscuits with red, white and
blue icing and sprinkles.

Langholm’s Malcolm Monument will
provide a spectacular centrepiece for
the town’s Platinum Jubilee celebra-
tions next week. 
The team at Centre Stage Theatre will
light up the monument on the evening
of  Thursday, June 2, while a beacon
supported by Langholm, Ewes and 
Westerkirk Community Council will also
be lit, by the monument on Whita Hill.
Langholm’s beacon will be one of over
2,000 lit by charities, communities and
faith groups all over the UK.
In addition, beacons will be lit in all
54 Commonwealth capitals and the 
Principal Beacon lighting will take place
in a special ceremony at Buckingham
Palace on Thursday evening. This will
take the form of a lighting installation
with The Queen’s Green Canopy “Tree
of Trees” sculpture and projections onto
the front of Buckingham Palace. 
This innovative new way of taking
part in the beacon lighting will reflect
the Royal Family’s long history cham-
pioning environmental causes.
Chris Jones, of Centre Stage Theatre,
said: “We are proud to be part of this
momentous celebration. It is only 
appropriate that this unique milestone
in history is marked with illuminations,

beacons and music.”
The schedule for the  events leading
up to the lighting of the beacons begins
at 9.35pm, when traditional and Northum-
brian pipers and pipe bands will play
Diu Regnare, a unique tune specially
written for the occasion by Pipe Major,
Stuart Liddell, the world’s leading piper.
At 9.40pm buglers linked to local bea-
con lightings across the UK and the
capital cities of the Commonwealth will

officially announce the lighting of the
beacons with a  specially written bugle
call, entitled Majesty.
Then at 9.45pm exactly local time,
and to coincide with the lighting of the
beacons, community choirs across all
nations will sing Song for the 
Commonwealth, which has been written
and composed by Lucy Keily, from 
Australia and Vincent Atueyi Chinemelu
from Nigeria.
At 10.00pm Langholm Monument is
to be illuminated to coincide with the
lighting of beacons along Hadrian’s Wall.
The Jubilee Beacons and associated
activities have been conceived and 
organised by Pageantmaster Bruno Peek.
He said: “For the first time, town criers,
pipers, buglers and choirs from the UK
and the Commonwealth will come 
together to join in the celebrations in
their own individual and special way. 
“It is wonderful to see the range of
support for beacon lighting, which will
highlight both the diversity and unity of
the nation and the Commonwealth. The
Queen has lit up our lives for 70 years
through her dedicated service and com-
mitment. We would like to light up the
nation and the Commonwealth in her
honour.”
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‘THERE’S NO MORE’

It’s just not Cricket!

Locals plan to hold a weekend of right royal celebrations
Gladrags 
required for
Jubilee bash
Copshaw folk are being urged to
don their best gladrags to cele-
brate the Jubilee – and not just
to festoon their own good selves,
but their homes, businesses and
even entire streets. 
A competition is being held to

choose the best dressed in each
category and judging will be carried
out on Friday June 3 starting at
10am. 
There will also be a competition

for best hat at the village’s Welfare
Group Jubilee Tea at the Village
Hall on Thursday June 16. People
are invited to dress up as much as
they like to take part in the celebra-
tions. 
And this year’s Craft Fayre will be

dedicated to all things Jubilee. It’s
on in the Village Hall for four days
from June 1-4. 

Comic Jimmy’s Jubilee show axed in Langholm

Your full guide to next week’s 
Jubilee events

Wednesday  1st to Saturday 4th June
Jubilee Craft Fayre Newcastleton Village Hall 11am to 5pm daily 

Wednesday 1st: 
Langholm Playcare big tea party 

Thursday 2nd:
Lighting of beacon on Whita Hill by school pupils. 9.45pm

Lighting up of the Monument, Whita Hill by Centre Stage Theatre 10pm

Friday 3rd:
Afternoon Tea at the Social Club

Family Ceilidh at the Social Club

Saturday 4th: 
Love Langholm Local Market 9-1

Party on the Pitch – Langholm Rugby Club from 2pm 
(ticket entry only)

Party on the Park – Canonbie Hall playing field from 1pm

Jubilee Gathering at the Eskdalemuir Village Hall from 5pm with
Ceilidh
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Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES
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C&D Auction Marts Limited had for-
ward 5,190 sheep comprising of
3,200 prime hoggs, 138 spring lambs
and 1,852 cast ewes & rams at their
weekly sale at Longtown on Thurs-
day 19th May 2022.
Another good entry of cast cows were

forward to a keen ringside of buyers,
ensuring all classes continue to sell at
recent high rates, although less quality
on offer. The sale topped at £1,382 for
Beef Shorthorns from JDM Thomson,
Pilmuir, Hawick with Luing cows topping
at £1,339 from The Lamperts, Gilsland.
Hereford cows sold to £1,288 from J
MacDonald & Co., Drumyeonmore, Isle
of Gigha who also sold Limousins at
£1,247.
Top price per kilo of 198p from

Limousins from Drumyeonmore and
Beef Shorthorns to 192p from Pilmuir.
A larger show of 138 prime lambs

were forward. The sale topped at 349p
for Texels from R Johnston, Kimmeter
Green, Annan with top per head of £156
for Texels shown by JS Forrest, Supple-
bank, Ecclefechan.
Better bred and well finished lambs

are actively sought after on a weekly
basis as the customers are starting the
move onto spring lambs, if supply can
be guaranteed. Please don’t hesitate to
contact our auctioneers for all enquiries.
Overall average 308.6p (SQQ

314.4p).
A very mixed show of 3,200 prime

hoggs were forward, a very notable two
tier trade with big hoggs and well fin-

ished hoggs receiving a premium whilst
lean hoggs were very difficult to sell.  
Beltex hoggs topped the price per kilo

at 325p from R & J Lines, Killocraw, Ar-
gyll.
Top price per head of £170 for Beltex

hoggs shown by Cochranes Nurseries,
Dickstree, Longtown.
Heavy hoggs were short of pur-

chaser’s requirements and are keenly
sought after for next week sale.
An overall sale average of 247.7ppk

(SQQ 247.3ppk) was achieved.
PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER KILO)
Beltex 325p, 317p, 316p, 300p Kil-
locraw, 294p Snade & Lairdlaugh,
291p Killocraw.  
Hill Cheviot 294p, 284p, 282p Bal-
maglester, 279p Blackleaze, 276p
Kirkton.
Texel 289p Moss Side, 286p Arnicle,
286p, 285p Balmaclellan, 285p
Heathery Hall & Blackleaze, 284p Ar-
nicle, 283p Syke Head.  
Blackface 270p, 267p Arnicle, 266p
Heathery Hall, 265p Balmaclellan,
265p Arnicle.
Charollais 268p, 260p Treleathick.   
Mule 264p Arnicle, 260p Mallsgate
Hall.  
Suffolk 262p Nutholm, 257p
Broomhills, 255p Pasture House,
254p The Land, 253p Treleathick.
PRINCIPAL PRICE (PER HEAD)
Beltex £170 Dickstree, £168, £142
Snade, £141 Lairdlaugh, £136 Kil-
locraw.  
Texel £169 Arnicle, £168 Ashton &

Broadlea Cottage, £165, £164, £160
Smerral, £164, £160 Sykehead, £160
Ashton.  
Hill Cheviot £169 Mainside, £146 Kirk-
ton, £143 Sandbed, £140 Crosslee.
Suffolk £147 Moss Side, £145 The
Land, £139 Guardsmill.   
Cheviot Mule £147 Gilston.  
Blackface £144 Glenshanna.    
North Country Cheviot £138
Guardsmill.   
Mule £126 Guardsmill, £124 Arnicle &
Wanton Walls.
Charollais £125 Treleathick.  
A smaller show of 1,852 cast ewes and
rams were forward, all classes
markedly dearer on the week and num-
bers proved well short of customer de-
mand. Achieving an overall average of
£131.06 per head.
Heavy ewes sold to £250 for Texel
ewes from J Connell Farms, Wanton
Walls, Lauder.
Mule ewes sold to a top of £148 from
T Cameron, Gartvaigh, Argyll.
Hill ewes topped at £147 for Cheviots
from A Reid & Co., Glendearg, Es-
kdalemuir.
Rams topping at £195 for Texels from
Viewley and Charollais from Beckfoot.  
HEAVY EWES
Texel £250 Wanton Walls, £238 West
Park, £228 Tercrosset, £225, £220
Sykehead, £220 Beckfoot.       
Beltex £200 Hen Moss, £182 Ter-
crosset.    
Suffolk £190 Viewley, £182 Riddings
Hill, £170 Smerral, £169 Viewley,
£165 Dunn & Beckfoot.

Charollais £180 Chaseside, £175
Heatherglen, £172 Townfoot, £170
Beckfoot.  
Bluefaced Leicester £176 Hepple-
hill.      
North Country Cheviot £158 Myre-
landhorn, Dunbeath & Longburgh
Fauld, £146 Dalmakethar & Tormore,
£144 Chaseside.   
Mule £148 Gartvaigh, £143 Wanton
Walls, £138 Broomhills, £136 Dunn,
£134 Allgood Farm, £132 Batey
Shield & Miller Hill.  

LIGHT EWES
Hill Cheviot £147 Glendearg, £123
Meikledale, £122 Glendearg & Un-
thank, £120 Spital Tower.
Blackface £130 The Row, £116 Stell
Green, £115 The Row, £114 Westhill
& The Homestead.
Swaledale £112 Park House.  

RAMS
Charollais £195 Beckfoot, £188
Chaseside.  
Texel £195 Viewley, £190 Beckfoot.  
Suffolk £192 Viewley.  
Bluefaced Leicester £190 Batey
Shield.     
Lleyn £150 Harwood House.  

Averages:
Hoggs
Light to                     294.0p (228.6p)
Standard to         297.0p (258.3p)
Medium to                297.0p (265.2p)
Heavy to                  287.0p (253.4p)
Ewes
Light to                   £147.00 (£86.37) 
Heavy to              £250.00 (£139.43)
Rams to              £195.00 (£153.10)

Around the marts

Grass masterclass
attracts over 5,000

Daughters of
the soil exhibition
There can’t be many jobs
in farming that women
don’t do, yet their signifi-
cant role is all too often
overlooked. 

That’s the central theme of
an exhibition featuring the
work of award-winning pho-
tographer Joanne Coates,
who specialises in rural and
working-class issues and
whose work has been shown
internationally. 

In 2020, she was commis-
sioned as Artist-in-residence
at Berwick Visual Arts and
the exhibition is being staged
at the town’s Maltings 
Theatre. It focuses on a num-
ber of women working in the
Borders and Northumberland. 

In 2007, research found
that around 7% of farmers
were women. That’s now

risen to around 17%. Mean-
while in higher education
courses, women agricultural
students now outnumber
men almost two to one. 

‘Daughters of the Soil’ is a
collaboration between more
than forty women working in
a diverse variety of jobs, 
including a shepherdess and
a vet and a researcher look-
ing at gender relations in
agriculture. 

Others are involved in 
organic, sheep, arable, dairy,
pumpkin and flower farming.
Some of the women are from
farming families, others have
come into the industry after
working in entirely different
careers with little or no con-
nection to the land. 

The exhibition runs until
June 5.

A special event featuring 
everything to do with grass
harvesting and management
brought more than 5,000 
people to Dumfries last week. 
Grazed grass is the cheapest

feed available on most British
farms and over 70 percent of
the country’s utilisable agricul-
tural land is grassland, with
nearly 57 percent given over to
permanent pasture. It’s definitely
not difficult to grow grass in
this country – in fact the UK
climate is recognised as being
ideal. 
Yet according to experts, much

of the 17m hectares of managed
grassland in the UK is poorly
utilised. Which is where events
such as ScotGrass come in. 
Organised by the Agricultural

Engineers Association, it was
first held in 2007 at the Crichton
Royal Farm near Dumfries and
returns there every three years
to give farmers the opportunity

to see the latest machinery and
technology. This year it was
hosted by Crichton Farm 
manager Hugh McClymont. 

Focus
Several days of persistent rain

before the big day gave the 
organising team an anxious time
as demonstrations featuring a
lot of heavy agricultural 
machinery were the central focus
of the schedule. However, some
judicious land management tech-
niques beforehand ensured all
the demos went ahead as
planned and audiences were
able to see the latest grass 
harvesting machinery being put
through its paces.
The event brought together

the biggest number of demon-
strating exhibitors ever seen in
action in the UK across field-
scale plots in one location at
the same time.
It was a veritable Who’s Who

of big names in the machinery
business, with exhibits provided
by New Holland, John Deere,
Fendt, Case-IH and Kubota.
Meanwhile, for the true 
aficionados, highlights were
provided by Ford 5000/
Pottinger, the 20-year-old NH
TM165 and Pottinger
baler/wrapper and the twin NH
foraging tram made up from a
T7.315 and Kongslide 1260

trailed forager and FR650SP. 
Where there’s grass there will

be weeds and the Voluntary 
Initiative, which has just
launched a Pest (Weed) 
Management Plan along with
the NFU and the Scottish Plant
Health Centre, made its debut
appearance at the event to 
answer questions and promote
the scheme.

SOLWAY AGRICULTURE
LIMITED

Glasgow Road Lockerbie Dumfriesshire
DG11 2SE

Tel. Lockerbie (01576) 204124
Fax. Lockerbie (01576) 203806

Beet Pulp Pellets
Barley Grains

NB Grains Wheat Grains
Rolled Barley

Wheatfeed Rapemeal
Hi Pro Soya etc.

Can be mixed to your
requirements

Collect or deliver ex Laurmar,
Heathall Ind. Est., Dumfries

Bekina Wellingtons
Waterproof Leggings &
Jackets Boiler Suits etc

FOR ALL LAMBING 
REQUIREMENTS

lamb colostrum, lambs milk 
bottles, teats, lammacs

castration rings and pliers 
marking sprays etc.

SCOTGRASS: Heavy machinery demonstrations were in abundance at
ScotGrass2022



Langholm’s newly-elected Cornet
was welcomed at last week’s 
Castle Craigs Club AGM. 
Ruairi Hotson heard a proposal to

open up the Benty Rideout to all
competent riders, due to the fact
that attendance at the annual ‘Boys
Night’ has been falling away in the
past few years and the committee
thought it would be a good idea to
hold a family fun day instead. 
Doing this, it would be necessary

to drop the Craig Rideout, and it

was only fair to open up the Benty
Rideout to all competent riders. 
The minutes of the 2019 AGM

were read and passed and 
ex-president Iain Lindsley gave his
report of the summer of 2019. Newly
elected president Dale Irving then
took over the meeting and the 2022 
committee were picked. Iain was
thanked for his work as president
over the past few years.

Castle Craigs Club
welcomes new Cornet

FRESHMEN: New president Dale Irving with newly-elected Cornet Ruairi Hotson

Tories
squeezed
out
For the first time two 
leaders have been 
appointed to run Dumfries
and Galloway Council. 
In an unusual move, the

SNP's Stephen Thompson
and Labour’s new councillor
Linda Dorward are the 
co-leaders of the new 
administration, in an alliance
agreed with Lib Dem and
independent councillors 
allowing them to form an
outright majority.
It means the Conservatives

– who won most seats at
the recent elections – have
been left on the sidelines.
They had put forward 
Annandale North councillor
Gail MacGregor to serve as
council leader, but that was
defeated on a 25-17 vote.
Previously a Labour-SNP

alliance ran the council. This
time, however, they needed
the support of more mem-
bers from other groups to
reach a majority on the 43-
member authority.

Thursday May 26, 2022  7Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Owned by the Community : Published for the  Community

Scotland’s 
Premier Art 
& Craft Open 
Studios Event
Celebrate our 20th Event:  
2nd - 5th June 2022 
across Dumfries and Galloway

www.spring- ing.co.uk

 spring ingopenstudios

 @spring_ ing #SF2022

 spring ing

IN BRIEF

Benty Rideout proposal heard

Common Riding is
financially sound
Treasurers report from AGM

Outgoing Common Riding treasurer
John Elliot presented his final report
on May 13 – which, due to Covid,
consisted of three years’ worth of 
accounts.
He revealed that, despite the pan-
demic, the organisation is in a strong
financial position with £60,000 in the
bank going into 2022. 
Mr Elliot reported that gate takings

in 2019 on the Castleholm were up by
over £3,000, with a total income of
£52,200. This was up £4,600 on 2018.
Total expenditure was £44,000, an

increase of £2,200 on 2018. After 
depreciation, the surplus was £6,510
up over £2,000 on 2018. Prize money
was increased by £1,000 for the Eskdale
Plate. 
Over £3,000 capital expenditure was

incurred on bunting, fencing and a new
dance platform.
Nevertheless, the year end bank bal-

ance increased to almost £70,000 and
this boost above their reserves target
has stood the organisation in good stead
over the last two years.  

Projects
“Before Covid struck we decided to

use some of the surplus on projects
with a wider benefit for the community,”
said Mr Elliot.  “We spent £1,400 on
tidying the overgrowth on the Kirkwynd
and donated £2,500 to the Pipe Band

Uniform Fund. With a small number
of other transactions, the deficit for
2020 was just over £5,000.
“Members believed it is important

for the future of key Common Riding
events that everything should be done
to ensure continuity of the Hound Trail
and horse racing, which were badly
impacted by the absence of most events
over the last two years.
“The net deficit was again over £5,000

but we go into 2022 with £60,000 in
the bank so remain in a strong financial
position,” said Mr Elliot.

STALWART: Common Riding Treasurer 
John Elliot will step down in 2023
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RORY LAYCOCK
Langholm
Rory Laycock grew up in Langholm and worked as
a Design Assistant and Moulding Technician at com-
mercial sculpting company Border Fine Arts. He
then graduated with a first class degree in Fine Art
from the University of Cumbria in 2014. 
Rory’s practice leads to creating work and spaces
that incorporate a dialogue between the relationship of
the tools at hand and the platform it is situated within.
Exploring the culture’s relationship to its current state.
Laycock is working in Stranraer with artist Hope
London on a regional arts project with The Stove 
Network. What We Do Now (WWDN) is a ground-
breaking project working with artists, communities and
organisations across Dumfries & Galloway.
Laycock & Hope are providing new imaginative pos-
sibilities for the local people to help shape their vision
for the regeneration of their town. One of their projects
has been producing a ‘Stranraer Colouring Book’, pro-
viding feedback on buildings and sites identified by
locals because of their past significance, underuse,
neglect or decay.  www.rorylaycock.com

MILES-MOORE
Langholm
Miles-Moore Ceramics are an award winning 
ceramics business based in Cumbria, run by husband
and wife team Siobhan and Martin. 
They say they are delighted to be coming back to
lovely Langholm for this year’s Spring Fling where
they’ll be hosted by Daniel Lacey. 
They couple share some fundamental values with
Daniel, namely a shared love of the nature world and a
passion for celebrating and protecting it. They specialize
in using found and foraged materials in their glazes
and make dining ware, teabowls and landscaping re-
flecting sculpture with these. They have even made
kitchen waste glazes for Michelin starred chefs. 
Siobham and Martin say they are excited to be working
with Daniel on a range of work made with waste from
the Tarras Valley Nature Reserve. They will be show-
casing a few of the initial pieces made with fallen
timber from Storm Arwen and glazes made with the
ash from this. They also hope to raise some money to
support the reserve. 
Find them on Facebook at MilesMooreCeramics

LISA ROTHWELL-YOUNG
Langholm
I specialise in hand crafting, beautiful bespoke jew-
ellery based on the stories my customers tell me
about their lives. 
I work exclusively with responsibly sourced, ethical
& sustainable precious metals, gemstones and dia-
monds and actively encourage customers to recycle
their old jewellery by remodelling it.
I make a lot of engagement rings. Sometimes they are
bespoke, sometimes I will tweak an existing piece
from my collections. The bespoke pieces are highly
creative, collaborative works, designed exclusively for
each customer, who is central to the design process.
My collections are inspired by the natural environment
– lichen, wildflowers, rivers and sea.
My workshop and showroom is at 38 Henry St,
Langholm, open every Thursday from 12.30 until 4.30
or by appointment. 

www.lisarothwell-young.co.uk

DANIEL LACEY
Langholm
Having participated since 2011 after moving back to
Scotland, it will be great for me post-lockdowns to
actually greet everyone in person at the studio.
2022 sees another collaboration with the talented
Miles-Moore Ceramics – not only sharing space, but
also making small pieces using storm Arwen downed
timber from the newly created Tarras Valley Nature 
Reserve.  These pieces will be used to both raise funds
and awareness of the Reserve.  
As part of Spring Fling, I’ve been invited to take
furniture to The Biscuit Factory art gallery in Newcastle.
The pair of bedside cabinets is made of sycamore from
near Broomholmshiels farm.  The cabinets are called
‘Piefl’ after the Pied Flycatchers, which migrate annually
to the area to nest. 
Invariably my favourite event in any year, Spring
Fling allows me to show you what goes on behind those
closed doors in Glenesk Road.  

www.daniellacey.com 

JACKIE ZEHNDER
Canonbie
I am a ceramicist living at Hagg on Esk between
Canonbie and Langholm. 
My particular expression  is known as “slabbing”
which involves rolling out sheets of clay, which I
then emboss plant material onto. 
Following that, I then fold the irregular shaped
sheets into various vessels or artwork. This, alongside
incorporating the uneven raw edges of the clay, add
a unique character to the finished work.
My equipment is essentially a rolling pin, an old tea
towel, weighing scales, a kitchen knife, bowls, plates
and bottles and a kitchen table and a kiln - you would
be forgiven for thinking it was a cookery lesson! 
The clay I use is a white grog (gritty) clay which
allows air to circulate and is ideal for helping slabs dry
out into the desired shape. For Spring Fling I am
planning to offer demonstrations and hands on experi-
ences for adults and children. 

GLORIA NEWLAN, 
Eskdalemuir
In 2014, I completed a diploma in Botanical 
Illustration at Edinburgh Botanical Gardens and
now show regularly with Edinburgh Society of
Botanical Artists. 
Two of my native plant paintings were selected for
the Flora Scotia World Botanical Exhibition in 2018
and were included in Scottish Plant Lore; an illustrated
Flora by Greg Kenicer (Oct. 2018).
I also exhibited in SBA Plantae 2019 and 2020 in
London and RBGE Florilegium 2019 in Edinburgh
I am interested in Plant Spirit Medicine and the native
plants growing in my garden and the surrounding areas
and study their uses for dye and medicine.
My other artwork includes narrative painting inspired
by inner vision and story, as well as keeping art journals
in mixed medium documenting my travels.

MARGARET WALTY
Langholm
Margaret Walty was born in Switzerland and
spent her early years in the sunlit countries of the
the Mediterranean and Far East, which gave her a
love of light and colour. 
Her training as a jeweller in Geneva honed her eye for
the detail she puts into her paintings in acrylics and
oils. She is inspired by myth and fairy tale, and by the
landscapes of the borderlands around her mother’s
home town of Langholm, and by her small jungle of a
garden.
Margaret increasingly combines the three facets of her
work, nature, botanical and fantasy, to explore the
boundaries between imagination and reality. 
She has exhibited widely in Britain and abroad, illustrated
several books, and been awarded a total of four gold
and six silver-gilt medals from the RHS and RCHS for
her botanical paintings, as well as winning numerous
awards at British and world science fiction conventions
for her fantasy work. 
Margaret is Artist Guest of Honour at the Satellite 7
science fiction convention in Glasgow this weekend.

JESSE BALL Eskdalemuir
I’m a jeweller based in Eskdalemuir. I work mostly
in silver and gold with precious gemstones. I choose
gems for their meaning as well as their beauty and
character to make each design totally unique. 
Inspiration comes from ancient relics, precious talismans
and treasures marked by history and improved upon by
the creative forces of nature. Visitors to my studio will
see new designs, as well as sketch books, work in
progress, objects of inspiration and some of my great
grandfather’s jeweller’s tools.
My studio is number 88 on the red route, alongside
Gloria Newlan (studio 87) - we’ll both be in The 
Eskdalemuir Hub. There’ll be a lot to see and do during
the event – so as well as checking my facebook page
for updates @jupitersgracebyjesse, also keep your eye
on The Hub’s facebook page for details on their offerings. 

It’s the 20th anniversary
of the Spring Fling and
organisers are celebrating
by welcoming back artists,
creators, communities and
businesses in venues across  
Dumfries and Galloway. 
From June 2- 5, the vibrant
open studios event covers
the length and breadth of
Dumfries and Galloway and
is highly regarded as one
of the UK’s most successful
contemporary visual arts
and crafts festivals. 
The region is well-recog-
nised as a haven for artists
and makers and the annual
Spring Fling event has
helped to put it on the 
national and international
cultural map. 

Between 2003 and 2018
Spring Fling attracted  more
than 100,000 visitors who
made almost 300,000 studio
visits. 
Over those 16 years, £1.9
million-worth of art and
crafts were purchased in
studios, with the event bring-
ing over £8.5 million into
the local economy. 
In the Eskdale Valley this
year, we have 10 artists host-
ing on the “Red Route” from
Eskdalemuir to Canonbie. 
Check out the participating
artists in our area, all of
whom are looking forward
to welcoming you into their
studios from next Thursday
and over the Jubilee week-
end.

LIZ McQUEEN
Eskdalemuir
I began landscape painting when my family and I
moved to this area in 2018. Since then, I have been
exploring the countryside around my home in 
Eskdalemuir and experimenting with different 
media and techniques; progressively painting 
larger, more boldly and abstractly - figuring out
how to capture what inspires me and express my
responses to it. 
Spring Fling celebrates not only artists and their
work but the region at its best. I'm thrilled to be taking
part in this year's in-person event. I'm excited to be
one of four diverse artists exhibiting in Eskdalemuir,
welcoming folks into our respective studios and shar-
ing how we are all inspired by this special valley and
how we interpret that in our own individual ways. 

CATHY van HOPPE
Eskdalemuir
Down a sleepy back road close to Eskdalemuir, there
is a little studio affectionately known as The Old 
Burrow, where magic is a part of the everyday.
Delicate watercolours reminiscent of a bygone era
cover the walls and the easels - it is easy to see the 
influence of Arthur Rackham and Beatrix Potter here.
These watercolour worlds illuminate the landscape of
fairytale and whisper, straight to the heart through the
childhood language of illustration. 
My hope is to create a portal through which the viewer
may step into the realm of their own imagination. 
This is my third Spring Fling but it will be the first year
that I have opened up my home studio, it will be so
lovely to share with people the place where I create and
imagine.
The Studio is set in a flourishing cottage garden, with
offerings of hot beverages, nibbles, and maybe even a
bbq if the sun shines. There will be original artwork
alongside prints, cards, works in progress and opportu-
nities to discover your own inner artist. 

Artists in abundance Spring Fling into action
Dumfries & Galloway’s region-wide event includes 10 artist studios in the Eskdale valley
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Pie and
a Pint for
Probus
There was a Probus talk with
a difference this month when
Langholm’s own master
brewer spoke about the 
Borderlands Brewery. 
Owner and chief brewer Stuart

Campbell gave an account of
how the town got its own brew-
ery for the first time since 
Victoria’s reign.
It began around 2020 just as

a hobby, to go alongside his
wife’s candle making. As he
studied deeper into the art and
science of the brewster, and as
his beverages were warmly 
acclaimed by friends, he was
encouraged to expand. During
the dark days of Covid, Stuart
spent hundreds of hours creating
recipes to find the exactly right
beers for Langholm.
Stuart outlined the fundamen-

tal formula for making beer
and explained how the craft
brewer is able to take that basic
idea and create a drink of the
right strength, and with deli-
cately balanced flavours. 
Members were able to check

out the aromas of Stuart’s sam-
ples of different barleys, and a
few of the many types of hops
used, as Stuart explained some
of the surprising shortcuts that
large breweries take.
To round off his talk, Stuart

produced samples of his three
most popular beers for the mem-
bers to test, accompanied by a
surprise steak pie by Brown’s
Butchers. 

____________________

Playcare
thanks
Ron
Langholm Playcare would
like to publicly thank former
councillor Ron Tait for his
kind donation from his elected
members allowance, which
enabled the club to buy safety
mats and many toys, includ-
ing tractors and farm animals,
for the youngsters using the
facility. The equipment pur-
chased will also benefit chil-
dren in the Under-3’s group. 

Ticking off the Western
Isles one-by-one, on foot
Walking columnist Gavin Graham takes us to the Outer Hebrides

Many may set themselves the goal of bagging
Munros, but our regular contributor Gavin Graham
has his heart set on going for a walk on as many
Scottish islands as possible. Since there are more
than 900 of them, this is a pretty impressive ambi-
tion. He’s ticked quite a few off the list and over
the next couple of weeks he’ll take us to three of
them, in the Outer Hebrides. 

On this trip I wanted to visit
the most southerly islands
in the Outer Hebrides
archipelago, namely Eriskay,
Barra and Vatersay. On a
previous visit in 2001 I flew
to Barra and experienced
the famous beach runway
landing, then hired a car to
visit the islands. This time I
travelled by ferry from Uig
on Skye to Lochmaddy which
is the main town and fishing
port on North Uist. I made
my base in a hired cottage
there to give me a full week
of exploring this wonderful
part of Scotland. 
There are many reasons
to visit the Hebrides, but
good weather probably isn’t
one of them, though it’s quite
possible to experience many
different types of weather all
in the same day. Wind is just
about guaranteed, so be pre-
pared. 
The plan was to drive the
forty-six miles from North
Uist to Eriskay, thus also tick-
ing off Baleshare, Grimsay,
Benbecula, Flodaigh and

South Uist along the way. 
Eriskay achieved lasting
fame in 1941 when a ship
called the SS Politician ran
aground there with its cargo
of 28,000 cases of malt
whisky, an event immor-
talised in the classic film
Whisky Galore. There is still
a pub on the island called
the SS Politician and it’s well
worth a visit.

Magical
A small ferry runs between
Eriskay and Barra over the
Sound of Barra and it’s a
very enjoyable forty-minute
trip. As you approach Barra,
look out for its unique airport
on the beach, because its
setting is without doubt one
of the most magical in the
world. Hundreds of visitors
turn up daily just to watch
the flights arriving from 
Glasgow. 
The journey from the ferry
terminal to Castlebay, which
is the main village on the 
island, is spectacular as the
road hugs the coast of this

beautiful island. Along the
way, you’ll see several 
examples of the area’s deep
religious roots, with a number
of catholic shrines and stat-
ues by the roadside. 

Turbulent
True to its name, there is
indeed a castle in the bay –
it’s called Kisimul Castle and
is the ancestral home of the
Clan MacNeill. Perched in
solo splendour on a rock,
it’s perhaps best appreciated
by those arriving on the ferry
from Oban. It dates from the
15th century and like most
castles has had a pretty che-
quered and turbulent history.
Quite a lot of what can now
be seen is thanks to a major
restoration that began in the
late 1930s and carried on

right through to the 70s. It is
normally open to visitors 
unless the weather is too
bad to allow the five-minute
boat trip needed to get there. 

Next week my journey con-
tinues, to an island that truly
deserves to be called a jewel
in the crown of the Hebrides
– Vatersay.

SOUND TRANSPORT: The Calmac ferry arriving at Eriskay for my departure across the Sound of Barra
All photos by Gavin Graham

NEWS
IN BRIEF

The ferry terminal at Eriskay with an interesting 
cottage in the foreground

PICTURESQUE: Barra airfield as the sea washes in over the beach runway
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Please send your events for this FREE  listing below, to sharon@eladvertiser.co.ukBEPUZZLED

If you have compiled a quiz - or a crossword - you would like to send in to the E&L, 
we would be delighted to publish it.

You can either pop it through the door, (54 High Street, Langholm)
hand it in to the office or email it to 
sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

IT’S QUIZ WEEK...don’t you know?

1)    What is the full name of the American telecoms company 
       AT & T?

2)    How much are your thoughts worth?

3)    If you were born between 22nd Dec and 19th Jan, what 
       star sign would you be?

4)    What is the region called around a collapsed star, where 
       the gravitational forces are so great that even light cannot
       escape?

5)    Haverigg is a prison situated in which county of the UK?

6)    What is the name of the family who own and live in 
       Downton Abbey from the TV series of the same name?

7)    Which American singer was known as - “The Queen of 
       Soul”?

8)    In Cluedo which character is represented by the blue 
       token?

9)    What is the opening song in the musical Cabaret?

10)  Las Vegas is surrounded by which desert?

11)   When you take credit for someone else’s work you are 
       said to steal their what?

12)  Which American comedy show shares its name with an 
       idea of how the universe began proposed by Georges 
       Lemaitre?

13)  At 1748 sq miles, which is the largest of Britain’s National
       Parks?

14)  The TV series Downton Abbey is set in which county?

15)  What is the English equivalent to the term ‘janitor’ in 
       America?

16)  The Road to Wigan……what, is a book by George Orwell?

17)  Situated on the South Bank between Hungerford and 
       Westminster bridges, what has a diameter of 135 metres?

18)  Which British physician and scientist developed a 
       vaccination for smallpox in 1796?

19)  The battle of Balaclava took place during which war?

20)  In October 1969 the Archies had a UK No1 with which 
       sweetly titled song?

ANSWERS...no cheating!!

11  Thunder
12  Big Bang Theory
13  Cairngorms
14  Yorkshire
15  Caretaker
16  Pier
17  The London Eye
18  Edward Jenner
19  Crimean War
20  Sugar, Sugar

American Telephone &Telegraph Company 1
Penny (A penny for your thoughts) 2
Capricorn 3
Black Hole 4
Cumbria 5
Crawley 6
Aretha Franklin 7
Miss Peacock 8
Willkommen 9
Mojav 10

LOCAL NOTICEBOARD

WHAT’S ON IN ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE 

MAY

Sat 28th
Matinée:  A Right Royal Knees-up The Buccleuch Centre, 2.30pm

Annual Sheep Dog Trials, Penton Sheiling Moss Farm, Harelaw

BBQ & Beer tasting 3pm to 6pm Eskdalemuir Community Hub

Mon 30th Esk Valley Red Squirrel Group AGM 7pm Langholm Social Club

JUNE
Wed 1st to

Sat 4th Jubilee Craft Fayre 11am to 5pm Newcastleton Village Hall

Fri 3rd The Summer Country Show 7.30pm The Buccleuch Centre

Sat 4th  Jubilee Gathering & Ceilidh from 5pm ESMP Hall, Eskdalemuir

Sun 5th Scotland’s Gardens Scheme - Open Day
2-5pm Westerhall, Bentpath

Thurs 9th The Rod Stewart Song Book 7.30pm The Buccleuch Centre

Thurs 16th Newcastleon Welfare Group - Afternoon
Tea Party 2-4pm Newcastleton Village Hall

Langholm Bridge Club
Friday’s Results
North/South - 1st Nancy McLure & Anne Ferguson,
2nd Bob Francombe & Lorraine Morton, 
3rd Jim Muir & John Packer.

East/West - 1st Tricia Reynolds & Richard Von
Slicher, 2nd Tom Stothart & Doug Dixon, 
3rd Sandra Ritchie & Jan Dunckley.

PPllaanntt SSaallee
at

Greenbank Court
on

Saturday 28th May

from
10am-12pm

LANGHOLM, EWES
& WESTERKIRK

COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MONTHLY
MEETING

Monday 
6th June • 5.30pm

Benty Hall

Queen's Jubilee Craft Fayre
Newcastleton Village Hall

Wednesday 1st to Saturday 4th June
11am to 5pm daily
Refreshments

Adults 50p accompanied Children FREE
Raffle on Saturday



www.eladvertiser.co.ukEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser12  Thursday May 26, 2022

Times Past 
50 years: The Cost
As we all know the cost of education has mushroomed year by
year until now it certainly has reached an astronomical figure
and, in this respect, we also wonder what the century old 
experts would say if they could see the “abstract of the ac-
counts” for education not only from a national point of view
but say a county level. Here in Dumfriesshire education costs
run into millions, and much of the spiral is due to new build-
ings and teachers’ salaries. In this connection let us take a ret-
rospective view of Langholm. In the early years of the 19th

century a considerable share of the education of Langholm was
in the hands of women. There were two principal schools in the
town. The Parish School was situated in the New Town and the
Broomholm School stood at the top of the Brewery Brae in
Drove Road. The latter was partly owned by the Maxwell fam-
ily of Broomholm for the benefit of children whose parents
were unable to pay the regular fees. The fees were very light,
some sixpence a quarter per scholar. The teacher of
Broomholm School at that time was George J Todd, who also
acted as Inspector of Poor. He had been described as an excel-
lent teacher. He must have been! He had a roll of nearly 100
pupils, and he taught them with no assistance except what one
or two of the elder boys could give in the way of distributing
books and the like. His special subject was handwriting for
which he was famed throughout the South of Scotland, but he
also had classes in French, Latin, Greek and Hebrew, and boys
could for from this school direct to university. His renumera-
tion was small, the parish school master in Langholm was paid
£20 per year, and while the pastor of Sweet Auburn was 
described as “passing rich on £40 a year” the same could
hardly be said about the village schoolmaster with a half as
much to spend. 

Langholm Brownies take a break at the Community Centre during the
Macmillan Mile Challenge in 1997

Langholm Academy pupils born 1912/13 outside the Parish School in the
New Town.

Thanks to Anne Dickie nee Barnfather for contacting us with the names of
the above: JImmy Barnfather, Jake Reid, Wattie Gillespie, Billy Hotson.

Middle Wattie Borthwick. Front: Alan Little, Rob Barnfather (Ann’s father in
law), Tom Irving and keeking out at the side is “Skinny Black”

Willie Dick

William Jackson, Spade Carrier1891-1905 Tommy Irving, Barley Banna carrier,1899

July 1890 The great Willie Dick (William Armstrong) car-
ried the spade at the Common Riding for the 53rd and last time 
this year!  During the last few years ill health had forced him to 
take a less active part, though he never gave up the honour of 
cutting the sods.  A weaver to trade, he died ve months later 
and was suceeded by William Jackson who carried the spade 
for 15 years before passing it on to his son John in 1906. 

Hugh MacDiarmid

11th August 1892  Hugh MacDiarmid, who many re-
gard as the greatest Scots poet of the twentieth century, was 
born Christopher Murray Grieve at 17 Arkinholm Terrace on 
11th August 1892. As a child his mother described him as “an 
eaten and spewed-up lookin’ wee thing wi’een like twa burned 
holes in a blanket!” Grieve left Langholm in 1908 to become a 
teacher, but rather than follow that career became a journalist 
instead.  He believed passionately in home rule for Scotland, 
but his political views were often contradictory. He was surely 
the only person ever to have been expelled from the Scottish 
National Party for being a Communist and from the Commu-
nist Party for being a Nationalist.

The most idiosyncratic Scot of his generation died of bowel 
cancer in Chalmers Hospital, Edinburgh in September 1978 
and four days later was laid to rest in Langholm Cemetery. Later 
his friend Norman MacCaig  suggested that his passing should 
be marked by “two minutes of pandemonium”. Despite all the 
friction which existed, Grieve always maintained that Langholm 
was “the bonniest place he knew in the whole wide world” 
and was “his touchstone 
in all creative matters”. 
In 1985 a bronze me-
morial to MacDiarmid 
by sculptor Jake Harvey 
was unveiled on Whita 
Hill.  It takes the form of 
an open book containing 
some of the key symbols 
of the poet’s life. 

25 years: Taking up the challenge
From dogs to caterpillars – they all took up the Macmillan
Mile Challenge organised by the Langholm branch last
Wednesday evening. Glorious sunshine welcomed over 80
walkers who took up the challenge. Many met at the 
Community Centre, although the Brownies, who in the past
have been covering twice the mileage of other walkers were
this year given a special dispensation. For they meet at the
Buccleuch Hall on Wednesday evenings and have in previous
years first walked to the Centre before completing the mile and
ten returned to the hall. This year they were able to set off from
the hall and meet up with other walkers at the centre. They
made a splendid sight in the brown and yellow as they joined
other walkers for refreshments, provided by the staff. Young
and old, toddlers, dogs guides and even a caterpillar – 
Katherine Latimer’s toy one joined the walk. The branch of the
Macmillan Cancer Relief would like to express their thanks to
all individuals and groups who helped to raise the splendid
sum of £550.
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The Rod Stewart Songbook’s spectacular
theatre production is the ultimate
homage to the gravel-voiced star’s 50-
year career.
It stars Pete McCall – Europe’s foremost
Rod tribute act – along with his sensational
live band, who will be playing the hits that
have helped one of rock music’s greatest
icons sell over 250 million records world-
wide. 
These unforgettable hits include: Sailing,
Maggie May, Do Ya Think I’m Sexy, Some
Guys Have All The Luck, Baby Jane,
Rhythm Of My Heart, You Wear It Well, Hot
Legs and many more.
Pete is a consummate professional, whose
attention to detail shines through in every
way, including stage presence and fabulous
costumes. His vocal ability is unequalled,
and he has the closest voice in the business
to the man himself. 
Pete started his career singing songs from
a wide variety of artistes, but people kept
saying to him that he sounded so much like
Rod Stewart. 
“I’ve always been a big Rod Stewart fan
and have seen him live on numerous occa-
sions, so it was an easy decision to become
a solo Rod tribute,” he said. 
Pete hasn’t looked back since and has 
received rave reviews in Europe as well as
in the UK and is also very highly thought of
by the fan club and other stalwart Rod 

Stewart fans worldwide
However, Pete wanted to take his career
even further, so a few years ago he added a
live band and started working on the produc-
tion for The Rod Stewart Songbook theatre
show.
The atmosphere is electric and the audi-
ence are encouraged to participate, sing

along and even dance in the aisles. 
And, unlike the majority of other theatre
productions that use backing tracks, the
band play 100 percent live. 

The Rod Stewart Songbook,  Buccleuch
Centre, June 9. Tickets priced £22.50 from
the box office, 01387 381196

This stunning image of the sunlight streaming through the dark clouds and creating a sign of the Cross was captured by Roger Maxwell on a recent trip to the Isles of Mull and Iona. 
Camera: Nikon Coolpix

The E&L Gallery

Rockin’ Rod to wow The Buccleuch

The Rod Stewart Song Book 
The Buccleuch Centre 

Thursday 9th June 2022 - 7.30pm
Tickets £22.50 from the Box Office 

Tel. 013873 81196
www.buccleuchccentre.com

SAILING: When it comes to Rod, Pete McCall wears it well



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES
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LANGHOLM 
TOWN HALL 

(inside)
WEDNESDAYS 10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS 9am - 2pm
Access through rear door

ROYAL BANK MOBILE VAN
Day Centre car park

Thursdays
11:45am - 12:25pm

MOBILE SERVICES

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows

BLINDS

TO LET

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
Gillian McCartney,Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN
Tel: 013873 81066 | email: gillian@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM

Online subscriptions to the

are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read

anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT!  

Funeral Services

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257
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Girls’ Football
There was a fine turn out of
support for Langholm Girls
Football last Friday as they
welcomed three teams from
Hawick Primary Cluster.

Having fun and enjoying the
games was of far more impor-
tance than results on the day –
and the tournament, played on
a 3G pitch, was voted an over-
whelming success. 

With new strips hopefully 
arriving this week, the primary
girls have now been invited to
take part in a Borders Girls’
Football Festival in Hawick at
the end of June, while the sec-
ondary girls have a possible
fixture lined up against Annan
Athletic on the 3G pitch, also in
June. 

Coach Calum Graham, of 
Active Schools and Community
Sport, said: “The girls played
brilliantly today and tried their
hardest, and as a coach that is
all I can ask. 

“They are learning all the time 

and have come a long way in
just six months. There are now
55 girls signed up and it’s great
to see most of them there every
week. 

“More importantly, it’s the feed-
back we have received and the
wider benefits of the sport and
its positive impact on the young
people.”

The team would like to thank
coaches Alan Wilson, Jason
Hall and Gregor Park, assistants
Brady Wilson, Matilda Brockley
and Freya Blaikie, and three
young referees on the day, 
Hannah Jeffrey, Martha Brown
and Molly Henderson. Thanks
also to photographer John Innes. 
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EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Mr Chris Hutchinson
Session clerk: 013873 73755 
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508

Langholm’s football girls on the ball

IT’S A GIRLS GAME: Langholm and Canonbie lassies show their footy skills against Hawick last week

Langholm hopes scuppered
by top order batting collapse 
Cricket
When four of the top five
batsmen fall for a com-
bined score of two, you’re
always going to be up
against it – and so it proved
as Langholm fell to a six-
wicket defeat at home to
Edenhall on Saturday. 

Indeed the home side did
well to post 86, mainly due
to some dogged batting from
Chris Stewart who made an
unbeaten 19. But it was 
never going to be enough
as Edenhall reached the tar-
get for the loss of three wick-
ets.

Skipper Dave Steele won
the toss and elected to bat,
and from the onset Ben
Crouch caused problems with
his pace and bounce. Despite
this Stuart Duggan added 21
before his opening partner
Gregor Park fell for 0.

This brought Tony Steele to
the wicket and a further eight
was added before a short
ball from Crouch got rid of
Steele for one. Duggan had
made 24 when he succumbed
LBW to Bland with the score
on 33, then Nicky Pis-
czykiewcz fell next ball, clean
bowled by Crouch for 0. 

It only got worse as Steele
was bowled by Crouch for
one, leaving Langholm 34

for five. Chris Stewart joined
Graham Park at the crease
and the pair started to mount
a recovery, adding 23.

As he freely admits, in his
previous 451 innings 
Graham Park has got out in
various ways – awful shots,
good balls, being run out
and broken noses. But even
Park was bemused by the
manner of his dismissal,
when Chris Stewart smacked
a Kidd full toss straight back
down the wicket, only for
the diving bowler to tip it on
to the stumps with Park one
inch out of his crease after
having made 16.

Hughie Donaldson joined
Stewart and the pair added
a further 22 before Donaldson
was strangled down leg side
off Hale for seven. This left
Langholm on 79 for seven. 

Next to go was Jake Park
for 0 to make it a family pair.
Stevie Johnstone with Stew-
art added a further four be-
fore he was caught off Bland

for two. Jamie Gormley’s
duck meant Langholm were
bowled out for 86 with Stew-
art 19 not out. After being
34 for five, 86 was somewhat
of a recovery and at least it
was something to bowl at.

The Langholm opening
bowlers started tightly and
this led to the breakthrough
as a short Stevie Johnstone
ball was pulled straight to
Pisczykiewicz by Bland to
leave Edenhall seven for
one. Johnstone made it two
down soon after clean bowl-
ing Langridge for seven with
the score now 16 for two. 

Graham Park now entered
the attack and immediately
had Beaty caught behind by
Stuart Duggan for two. This
left the visitors wobbling on
18, but some solid batting
by Kidd and Armstrong,
paired with some loose bowl-
ing, steadied the ship.  

In the end Edenhall
reached their target in the
26th over without the loss
of any more wickets. In the
bowling for Langholm, 
Johnstone had two for 10
and Park one for 16. 

That’s two defeats in a row
for Langholm after their good
start, but the side can hope-
fully get back on track next
week against league leaders
Wigton 2nds, in their first
away game.

Legion on
hunt for new
manager
Football
Langholm Legion are on the
look-out for a new manager
to build on last season’s suc-
cessful league campaign.
The club is in excellent shape

with solid and secure foundations
and according to chairman Martin
Thomlinson it’s a wonderful op-
portunity for the right person(s).
“Candidates would need to be

available and committed for train-
ing and match days each week
or have suitable cover arranged,
have a knowledge of amateur
football, possess good commu-
nication skills and an ability to
work well with others,” Martin
said.
“A job share is something that

would be considered if an indi-
vidual felt it was too much to
take on by themselves.”
The new boss will inherit a

youthful, committed and keen
playing squad, allied with a num-
ber of older experienced heads
who have been strong contenders
for the league. They will also
enjoy the backing of a small but
strong working committee, fan-
tastic training and match facilities
while the Club’s finances are in
a healthy position. 
Anyone who is interested or

would like more information
then please contact Martin 
Thomlinson on 07921921789,
or any member of the Committee. 
Closing date for applications or
notes of interest is May 31.

Langholm
Old prevail
on home turf
Bowling
There was some great bowl-
ing on show last week as
Langholm Old travelled to
Brampton.

But the early evening sun-
shine gave way to bad 
weather, meaning the last
end remained unplayed.  The
final result was 3-2 in 
Brampton’s favour. The win-
ning Langholm Old Triples
were: T Irving, R Dunn and K
Irving; T Stothart, T Adams
and A Aitken. 

On Thursday night
Langholm Old entertained
Canonbie and after some very
competitive bowling prevailed
by 53 shots to 46. The results
were: K Turk, K Nawrocki and
A Aitken, 23; A Wightman, D
Livingstone and C Jagger, 5;
S Wood, J McVittie and K
Irving 8;  M Sandiford, I 
McIlwraith and A Sandiford,
14; D Little, A Wilkinson, R
Redmond, 13; J Wightman,
V Wilson and F Wilson, 9; J
Jackson, R Dunn and G Cuth-
bertson, 9;  E Young, L Smith
and J Philipson, 18. 

COACH: Calum Graham
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Rugby
Youngsters from Langholm
RFC provided a guard of hon-
our for professional sides 
Edinburgh and Glasgow 
Warriors before their cup fix-
ture at Murrayfield.

It was the highlight of a mem-
orable day for the Primary 3-7
age groups, to celebrate
Langholm’s 150th anniversary. 

Having been given unrestricted
access to the stadium before
the match, the kids were then
prepared for guard of honour
duties and given Edinburgh
Rugby flags before welcoming
the teams onto the pitch.

At half time, the players had
their photo taken under the posts
in front of 25,000 spectators,
before returning to their seats
to watch the remainder of the
rugby, which hosts Edinburgh
eventually won.

Meanwhile Langholm Youth
Rugby hosted their Borders
Rugby Festival at the weekend,
attended by more than 350 chil-
dren from across the 

local districts. 
Despite the rain, Langholm,

Hawick, Annan, Dumfries, Gala
and Jed Forest took part in a
series of ties from Primary 2-7
individual age grades, where
all clubs and players displayed
some brilliant rugby. 

Langholm’s Murray Rose said:
“The Cubs and Lions showed
some of the best performances
they have played all season.
When playing against other bor-
der clubs we always expect
competitive encounters and it
was very encouraging to see
how all our age grades have
developed through the season
and most importantly doing it
all with a smile on their face.” 

The event was sponsored by
Longtown-based hauliers Wm
Armstrong, and Robert Phillips
presented the Team of the Day
awards on behalf of the 
company.

The season concludes this
week with a trip to Hawick
Youth Rugby Festival, followed
by a ‘Party on the Pitch’ event
on June 4. 

Horseracing
This Sunday’s season 
finale at Kelso marks one
of the largest social
events in the Borders’
calendar. 
Ladies Day always attracts
a fun crowd of stylishly
dressed racegoers.
Organisers are promising

an epic afternoon, full of
colour, fun and fantastic
racing, including the
£12,000 feature race, The
Corinthian Cup Hunter
Chase. 
And there'll be valuable

prizes for the most stylish
racegoers sporting the best
outfits.

The day will conclude
with a lively ‘After Party’
featuring DJ Ewan
Cameron in the Berrymoss
Enclosure, as well as live
music from local band   
The Balancing Ducks pro-
viding the entertainment
until 10pm.

The competition 
categories are as follows:

The Vintage Style Award:
judged at 2:25pm
Prize: The Edinburgh Gin
Experience and Goodie Bag
Inc: Runners-up Prizes

Most Stylish Couple: 
judged at 3:00pm
Prize:Luxury Stay at the
Schloss Roxburghe, 
including Dinner & Breakfast
Inc: Runners-up Prizes

The Dapper Chap:
judged at 3:35pm
Prize: A bespoke suit, made
to measure by A Hume
Inc: Runners-up Prizes

The Queen of Style: 
judged at 4:10pm
Prize: Personal Shopping 
Experience and styling 
advice with Lauren at The
Colourful Edit and £650
worth of clothing vouchers.
Inc: Runners-up Prizes

Langholm youngsters fly
the flag at Murrayfield

E&L
SPORT

Double for Fire Lass at Moss Peteril trails

Dress up for
Kelso Races
Ladies’ Day

Hounds
Trails were at Moss Peteril again this
week, but to freshen things up the
trail was laid right-handed to give
spectators a better view of the race.  

On Wednesday, in the Seniors, Border
Prosper was the early pace setter when
they were first seen but there were plenty
of hounds in close contention.  When
they came next into view Jazzle and
Delta Scope were leading the way before
they went in front of the farm and over
the hill on their way to the finish.  

As they appeared over the top they
were well bunched up. Then as they
jumped the last dyke Jazzle took the
lead looking every bit the winner but
just veered off near the line to allow
Fire Lass to speed past for the win.
Jazzle had to settle for second with
Border Prosper in third.  

The other race of the day was the Pups
with seven hounds slipped.  Reports all
the way round was that they were all
closely bunched and so it was as they
came over the hill and down into the
bottom.  Inspect was first over the wall

and from there powered home for the
win.  Delta Swift ran well for second
with Black Thorn third and Tallulah
fourth.  Border Reign was fifth with the
other two failing to get round.

The weekend trails were on Sunday,
and with the threat of rain hanging
around 13 hounds set off in the Seniors.  

They appeared  to be going well outside
and from the field, as they came into
view, there was a bunch of four who

had opened up a lead on the pack.  Over
the hill they were all in with a chance
with Fire Lass jumping the last wall just
in front of Mr Finnegan.  

As they approached the line Fire Lass
was just in front of Mr Finnegan with
Border Prosper and Delta Scope closing
fast in third and fourth.  Fire Lass skipped
over the line in first place but unfortu-
nately Mr Finnegan, having run his best
race of the season, swerved behind the
judge and with the other two so close
running straight had to be judged as
fourth.  Border Prosper was second with
Delta Scope third.  

In the Pups there were only five entries
setting off.  Each time they were seen
the five were running as a group taking
turns to do the work in front.  Arriving
over the top there were only four as 
Inspect had dropped out of the race.  

It was hard to guess the winner but
Tallulah stuck to the task and finished
well to record her first deserved win for
George Burgon and Carol Tunstall.  Black
Thorn ran a good race for second having
hardly been out of the first two all the
way round. Border Reign and Delta

Swift were third and fourth with Inspect
some way back in fifth.

Final race of the day was the Veterans
for which there were only two entries.
Castle Clansman set off at a great pace
with Frankel trying to keep pace with
him out of the first field.  When they
were spotted at various points they were
running together taking turns to drive.  

When they came over the top they
were both still locked together and dis-
appeared down into the final dip but
Clansman came out alone and had the
whole finish to himself only to stop and
wait till Frankel had appeared and passed
him before continuing to finish.

Moss Peteril 
Wednesday 18th May

Seniors
1. Fire Lass 2. Jazzle 3. Border Prosper 4.
Delta Scope 5. Mr Finnegan 6. Splendid
Sally       10 Ran Time 27.07
Pups
1. Inspect 2. Delta Swift 3. Black Thorn 4.
Tallulah 5. Border Reign 
7 Ran 5 Finished Time 20.19
All In
1. Fire Strike 2. Castle Clansman 3. Delta
Spiral
5 Ran Time 19.17
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HONOURED: Langholm youngsters having a ball at Murrayfield and (top)
enjoying the fun at home at their Borders Rugby Festival

LRFC provides the guard of honour at Edinburgh stadium

George Burgon and Tallulah. 
First championship win in the pups race


