
There was an electric 
atmosphere in Langholm last
Friday night as a new Cornet
was finally elected after a two-
year hiatus caused by the 
pandemic.
The Common Riding spirit

was in abundance as the town
buzzed with voters making their
way to The Buccleuch Centre

to make their choice, with both
Langholm Pipe Band and
Langholm Town Band marching
through town, playing familiar
tunes that the townsfolk had
barely heard since 2019.

Prestigious
The three candidates in the

running for the prestigious po-

sition were Ruairi Callum Hot-
son, Ewan Alexander Patterson
and Stuart James Albert Tedham. 
With all votes counted and

verified, Ruairi came out the
winner with 491 of the 1,096
votes cast. Stuart received 425
votes and Ewan 180.
Everyone at the E&L would

like to wish Ruairi all the very

best for his time in office and
we hope that he and his family
and friends have a wonderful
summer.
The town will rally round to

make sure that this Common
Riding is one to remember.
For more photos, along with

reports from the meeting and
an interview with the Cornet
elect, see pages 7-10
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Inquiry receives
nine more objections

Campaigners submit further
objections and step up their
fundraising efforts to cover
legal and witness costs as
the DPEA public inquiry
looms in June.

Full story: Page 3

Preparing for a 
sustainable industry

An NFU roadshow is asking
Scottish farmers for their
views on the industry, post-
Brexit.

Full story: Page 6

Kevin’s N’golo has
‘fairytale’ win

Canonbie racehorse owner
Kevin Jardine scored a big 
success with winning grey  
N’golo at Haydock Park this
month.

Full story: Page 16

Ruairi to lead the way
as Big Day returns at last

Langholm Awards’ stars of tomorrow
WELCOME TO LANGHOLM FUTURE CHAMPIONS AWARDS FULL DETAILS : PAGE 15

WINNER: The Hotson family are all smiles as Ruairi is elected Langholm Cornet for 2022
l to r Thomas Hope, Kevan Hotson, Ruairi with Raven, Ruairi’s girlfriend Sadie Cropper, sister Ellie and mum Wendy

Photo by K Latimer Photography
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Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

Deaths

The Scottish
Government

Scottish Rural
Development
Programme

The European 
Agricultural Fund

for Rural 
Development

Supported by the 
Dumfriesshire East Community 

Benefit Group
which is funded by 

ScottishPower Renewables
Ewe Hill 16 Windfarm

The Eskdale & Liddesdale 
Advertiser

is part funded by the following 
organisations along with 

charitable trusts and 
individuals from the 

community of Langholm.

STEELE, Elizabeth 

In Loving Memory
Elizabeth Hamilton Robertson Steele
13th January 1944 - 13th May 2022
Elizabeth, also known as Elspeth, aged 78 years,
passed away peacefully on 13th May in Dumfries &
Galloway Royal Infirmary. Elspeth was born in
Rutherglen. Loving Mum, Stepmum and Grandma.
Forever remembered, always loved. 
Funeral service will be held at Roucan Loch
Crematorium, on Thursday 2nd June at 12 noon.

Church Notices

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale and

Canonbie Churches
welcome you to

Worship on Sunday
morning at 10am and
11:30 respectively. 

In line with
government guidance
Worshippers are

advised to do a Lateral
Flow test on Sunday
morning and will be
required to adhere to

current Covid
restrictions.

Rev Morag Crossan
on 07861736071 or
email mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk

Thank You

For the next 10 days
holders of unlicensed
firearms and ammuni-
tion can surrender their
weapons to a local police
station without fear of 
prosecution.
The amnesty, which be-

gan last week, is part of
a UK-wide firearms sur-
render campaign.
The public will also be

able to hand over replica
firearms, air weapons,
BB guns, imitation
firearms, component parts
and other ballistic items.
Firearms and weapons

can be handed into any
police station – although
the public are asked
where possible to attend

specially designated sta-
tions, for example Annan
and Lockerbie, if they do
not hold a valid firearms
certificate.
A police spokesman

said: “The purpose of the
firearms surrender cam-
paign is to remove
firearms from criminal
availability and therefore
reduce the risk of harm

to the public and our
communities.”
Keith Brown, Scottish

Cabinet Secretary for Jus-
tice and Veterans, said:
“I would encourage any-
one in possession of an
unneeded or unlicensed
firearm or air weapon to
safely hand it over to po-
lice at one of their des-
ignated police stations.
“Firearm offences re-

main at historically low
levels in Scotland, but
by removing unwanted
weapons, this important
campaign will help keep
our communities safe and
prevent firearms from
falling into the wrong
hands.”

Amnesty for unlicensed weapons

Common Riding stalwarts deserve our thanks
Common Riding is in Langholm’s DNA, and the town hasn’t been the same since Covid forced
the postponement of this famous annual event for two years running.
The excitement which greeted the election of young Ruairi Hotson as Cornet last week is

clear evidence of how much we have missed it, and how the big day on July 29 can’t come soon
enough.
Ruairi, and his fellow Cornet candidates Stuart Tedham and Ewan Patterson, are proof that

the future of Common Riding is in good hands. But as we welcome in the new generation, let
us not forget the contribution of Roger Maxwell, Tommy Morrison and John Elliot, long-
standing chairman, vice chairman and treasurer respectively, who are standing down next
year, after many years of loyal service. 

54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

Family___________
Announcements

Contact us at the E&L:  Office 013873 80012
News Editor    Penny Johnstone    penny@eladvertiser.co.uk
Sales/Admin   Sharon Tolson         sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

A Canonbie artist is using her creative skills
to raise money for Ukraine.
Claire Warbeck has painted a watercolour
portrait, entitled A Prayer for Ukraine, in the
country’s colours of blue and yellow. 
Prints of her work are being sold locally in
Langholm, Lockerbie, Annan and 
Dumfries, as well as further afield in Brampton. 
Claire said the project came about after she
watched the news and was touched with sadness
at the suffering in Ukraine and felt a need to
help by raising funds.
She says she been delighted at the response
so far: “The list of shops displaying them is
growing now,” she said. “Solway Print in Dumfries
kindly printed off all copies free of charge to
help the appeal and The Range in Dumfries
are supplying mounts.
“I am so grateful to both companies for their
help. All proceeds from these sales will go to
the Ukraine appeal.” Portrait: Claire Warbeck’s  ‘A Prayer for Ukraine’

UNWANTED: Anyone in posession of an unlicensed
firearm is encouraged to hand it over to the police

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church Services
Sunday 22nd May
Langholm 10am

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Tel: 013873 73755.

Charity no. SCO11946Cornet Ruairi Hotson 
would like to thank everyone who voted
for him last Friday night, or sent cards
and good wishes.  
He would also like to wish Ewan Patter-
son and Stuart Tedham all the very best
for the future & wish everyone a great
Common Riding.

Stuart Tedham
and family would like to congratulate
newly elected Cornet Ruairi Hotson on
his victory after a fantastic Common
Riding Election. We hope he and his
family will have a fantastic summer
ahead of them. 
Thanks also to everyone who voted for
me last Friday and for their support and 
encouragement.  

Claire’s portrait for Ukraine



By Penny Johnstone

Objectors to plans for an enor-
mous wind farm at Faw Side
have stepped their campaign
as deadlines loom for second
and third submissions to the 
Scottish government’s DPEA
public inquiry, which is set to
rule on the scheme this sum-
mer.
In addition to the 18 objection

statements they submitted last
month, Faw Side Community
Group (FSCG) say they have
submitted a further nine objection
statements covering the impact
of the proposed development on
the community and its cultural
heritage and archaeology. 
Chair Yvonne Jackson said:

“Christopher Ford, our FSCG
appointed expert witness, has
prepared a compelling objection
statement explaining the flaws
in the underlying energy policy
and the financial system for al-
location of payments for elec-
tricity generation in the UK.”
The witness statement will be

heard in public, across five sep-
arate Hearing and Inquiry ses-
sions in June, July and August.
“His statement questions the

fundamental need for onshore
wind farms, of the scale proposed

for Faw Side, being constructed
in Scotland, when the project is
not a community focused en-
deavor and where the electricity
is not intended for direct use in
the locality where it is generated,”
said Ms Jackson.

Payments
The current system allows for

constraint payments to be paid
to onshore wind companies when
their turbines are not able to ex-
port electricity to the grid due to
physical grid constraints. The
objectors claim this means ev-
eryone who pays an electricity
bill is paying a portion of their

bill towards compensating the
wind farm operators for not pro-
ducing electricity.  
“There are much more finan-

cially and environmentally jus-
tifiable projects, which can be
implemented to support the ‘Just
Energy Transition’ to the less
fossil fuel dependent energy 
uture,” Ms Jackson said.
Windfarm developer Commu-

nity Windpower says its Faw
Side project is of national im-
portance and will provide a sig-
nificant contribution towards
both Scottish and UK net zero
targets. It also promising to invest
more than £800 million in the
affected local communities over

its 40-year operational life span.
FSCG have been working with

both Langholm Ewes and West-
erkirk community council
(LEWCC) and with Upper
Teviotdale and Borthwick Water
community council (UTBCC),
who are also formally objecting
to the Faw Side scheme, to collect
the necessary evidence needed
for the statements. 
Concerns also exist about the

negative impact on ‘place based’
tourism regeneration projects
such as the Tarras Nature Reserve
and the impact on the future of
dark sky tourism in both Tevio-
thead and Ewes and Eskdale due
to the red aviation lighting 

required on all 45 proposed 
turbines.
Aerial photography from the

Borderlands Museum at Teviot-
head depicting existing archae-
ological sites in and around the
proposed Faw Side site will be
used for the Inquiry Session re-
lating to Archaeology on August
9 and 10. The range and quality
of historical remains, within the
footprint and vicinity of the pro-
posed wind farm have been de-
scribed as an undiscovered ar-
chaeological ‘El Dorado’ which
objecters claim deserve much
wider recognition and protection. 
The public can read the Faw

Side wind farm statements at
www.dpea.scotland.gov.uk using
the project case reference WIN-
170-2007 
Meanwhile, FSCG continues

its fundraising to cover legal
costs and expert witness fees.
Donations can be made on its
GoFundMe Page ‘Faw Side

Community Group’. And FSCG
is hoping the public will support
its mini market in Ewes Hall
this weekend on Saturday May
21, where locally produced crafts,
plants and baking, venison burg-
ers other refreshments will all
be on sale in aid of its 
campaign.
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Copshaw
SWI 

By Mary Johnson
Blankets were the topic of April’s
meeting. Marj Coffee recounted
how her collection of 130 blankets
started when she opened a shop
selling vintage items including soft
furnishings after she retired from
20 years in the police force. Interior
designers would come to her know-
ing they would find something of
interest.
Marj explained British blankets

were mainly made in Oxfordshire
and were traded in North America
for animal skins. Stripes were wo-
ven into the blankets to indicate
how many skins they were worth.
Marj showed members a selection

of her blankets which included a
Welsh reversible one, a Dutch blan-
ket, Irish and Scottish ones and a
small Otterburn blanket as used
by the Duke and Duchess of Cam-
bridge for their babies.
Margaret Cass gave the vote of

thanks and the competition results
were:
A spring flower arrangement 1)
Margaret Cass 2) Mary Johnson
Flower jewellery 1) Margery Proud-
foot 2) Margaret Cass 3) Moira
Rowan 
The May meeting will be a Beetle
Drive followed by a 
carry out meal.
The competitions are 1) A hand
made insect 2) An animal scarf
See page 4 for more SWI news

Campaigners submit a futher nine 
objections to DPEA public inquiry
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Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

Public feedback requested
for new flood forecast map
Members of the public are
being asked for their feed-
back on a new Scottish
Flood Forecast, which will
give communities an indi-
cation of where flooding
is likely to occur in 
Scotland up to three days
in advance.

A digital, colour-coded map
has been developed to show
potential flood risks and
whether the source of flood-
ing is from the sea, rivers or
from surface water. 

The move by the Scottish
Environment Protection
Agency’s (SEPA) and the
Met Office is being described
as the biggest change in their
flood warning service for
more than a decade.

The new forecast service
will describe the potential im-
pacts of flooding and link to
advice and information on
what protective action people
can take if required. The dig-
ital map will also provide re-
assurance to communities
when significant flooding is
not expected.

The forecast will be pro-

duced every morning of the
year and will be published
on SEPA’s website. It is an
additional tool for the public
to use alongside the current
Floodline service, which is-
sues shorter notice regional
flood alerts and local flood
warnings to those signed up.

The new Flood Forecast
has been created following
extensive user research. It
involved the public, commu-
nity flood groups, emergency
responders, partner organi-
sations and SEPA and Met
Office employees. The find-
ings identified a need for
flood information to be pro-
vided earlier, and in a simpler
and clearer way, and for an
ability to check when no flood-
ing is expected.

Pascal Lardet, flood warning
unit Manager at SEPA, said:
“More extreme weather and
rising sea levels due to cli-
mate change mean we have
to learn to live with flooding. 

“It’s vital communities are
supported to safely prepare
for the potential impacts as
early as possible. Thanks to

this new product and the ex-
tra notice it offers, they’ll have
the best chance to reduce
the risk of damage and dis-
ruption.

Listened
“The three-day Scottish

Flood Forecast is the biggest
change to our flood warning
service since it began in 2011.
We have listened to cus-
tomers to ensure we are cre-
ating a product that will help
them prepare for flooding at
the earliest opportunity.”

Head of Environment and
Energy at the Met Office,
Mark Gibbs said: The Met
Office are continually working
on improvements to forecast-
ing which feed into the Scot-
tish Flood Forecast, and dur-
ing this pilot period we look
forward to hearing the views
and opinions from commu-
nities throughout Scotland to
create an improved final ver-
sion.”

The new national service
can be viewed online at
www.sepa.org.uk/scottish-
floodforecast with a link  for

members of the public to
submit any feedback, which
will be gathered to inform
the next steps and refine the
design. The forecast is ex-
pected to be finalised and
launched later this year. 

Unit 2 Sandilands, Longtown
CA6 5LY  t. 01228 792497

1/2 Market Street, Carlisle
CA3 8QJ  t. 01228 739926

find your trail...
with a BIKE

www.bikeseven.co.uk

Developers Community Windpower have plans for 45 turbines on 4542 heactares stretching across 
the Scottish Borders and Dumfries and Galloway. Both local authorities are objecting to the plans.
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2022 Tub hopefuls
go head-to-head

By Gilly Fraser

Newcastleton is buzzing
with election fever as the
village prepares to go to
the polls on Saturday to
elect its Tub.
Copshaw Common Riding

is an equal opportunities body,
and indeed the outgoing Tub
is nurse and acclaimed artist
Paula Downey – but this year
it’s an all-male line-up. 
And the result could see the

beginning of a CCR family dy-
nasty, since two of the candi-
dates have parents who have
carried the Pureous Bunkumus
flag before them.
The youngest of the three is

Paula’s son Oli, 18. After leav-
ing Langholm Academy, he
began work at the Sands Cen-
tre in Carlisle as a stage tech-
nician. He has a real passion
for bikes and, if elected, reck-
ons he could actually be the
first Tub to make it up the hill
to the golf club ahead of the
pack, since all of his prede-
cessors have suffered the in-
dignity of being overtaken en
route. 
“Ever since I was a wee boy

my life ambition was to one
day be elected as Tub of Cop-
shawholm, and it would mean
the world to me to make that
dream come true,” Oli said.
Candidate number two is

Tom Brown who modestly de-
scribes himself as “the joker
in the pack.”
Tom, 36, is originally from

Rotherham, but moved to

Newcastleton in 1995 and
worked in several food estab-
lishments in the village before
signing up for the Royal Navy
submarine service in 2009. 
He left in 2019 to be with

his daughter Violet who is now
three. He says he’d love to
be Tub but is realistic about
his chances this year.
“I’ve put myself forward be-

cause I couldn’t stand to see
two nice young nice lads go
up against each other, so I
thought: ‘Chuck me in as the
joker in the pack so that it’s
less cut-throat!’
“It’s definitely something I

want but these two lads are

far more deserving,” Tom
added.
Candidate number three is

Robbie Turnbull, the 20-year-
old son of Shaun Turnbull who
served as the CCR’s second
Tub in 1998. 
Robbie studied engineering

in college but now plays sev-
eral important roles in the vil-
lage – as shopkeeper, on-call
firefighter and fuel station care-
taker. His main hobby is pho-
tography and his work is on
Instagram as RJTIMAGE.
Robbie’s links with the Com-

mon Riding go back to its
early days.   
“As a toddler, my dad used

to have me in a little trailer on
the back of his bike during
the rides,” he said. 
“I love to see the community

come together for such a light-
hearted fun day where every-
one can be involved. It makes
me feel proud to live in New-
castleton and I would be even
prouder to be a part of the
Common Riding committee.”
Votes can be cast at Leg-

ends in Newcastleton on
Saturday May 21 and the
winner will be announced at
the Tub’s Ball later that
evening. So don’t forget to
Git In and Git Oot and do
your bit to choose Tub 2022.

Have your say on the issues affecting our area. 
You can write to us atEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 

54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or
email your comments to penny@eladvertiser.co.uk

In the interests of space, the editor reserves the right 
to shorten letters where necessary

Shooters face
lack of ranges
In response to Nick Jennings’
letter in last week’s edition: the
only long-range MoD range
available for civilian use was
Lydd Serial 45 in Kent. FCSA
(UK) booked that range every
month, however it has now
closed for repairs on the sea
wall and is due to open in
November at the earliest. 
All other suitable MoD
ranges have not been issuing
licences to civilian clubs for
the last three years due to
MoD template issues.
As was explained to Mr
Jennings during the

consultation event, we cannot
run competitions on MoD
ranges due to not being able to
set out targets or scoring
systems, and also bookings
being cancelled due to military
requirements.
Target shooting has always
been an outdoor sport since its
formalisation in 1859,
historically shot at distances
up to 1,200 yards. Advances in
technology have allowed us to
compete at longer distances.
The site visit invites are
going out in tranches and have
been delayed by the local
elections.

Darren Bean
Secretary & Senior 
Planning Officer 

FCSA  (UK)

Rural
Roundup
Reports from our local SWIs

Walking talk
at Ewes SWI
Walking was the theme of the
May meeting. Ewes member,
Marjorie Pringle, explained
how she had trained as a walks
leader during lockdown for the
charity Paths For All. She leads
health walks on Wednesdays,
leaving the Kilngreen Band-
stand at 1.30pm. She also
trained as a Nordic walking
leader, and these walks leave
the same venue at 10.30am on
Saturdays.
Walks are free and can be short-
er or longer depending on the
participants. 
Marjorie explained the physical,
mental and social benefits of
walking. She demonstrated
Nordic walking with special poles
and how this results in a full
body workout. 
After taking questions, Marjorie
judged the competitions: Walking
Stick: 1 Kate Elliot; 2 Grace
Brown; 3 Anne Hannah. Cheese
Scones: 1 Nancy McLure; 2 Mau-
reen Brown; 3 Grace Brown.
Supper was served by Elaine
Cavers and Tessa Lumley. The
trophy and prize for most com-
petition points over the year was
awarded to Anne Hannah with
runners up Nancy McLure, Mau-
reen Brown and Joan Cubbon. 
Aileen Cavers gave the report
from the May Federation meeting
and Nancy McLure read the
AGM minutes from May 2021
which took place at the Kilngreen
Bandstand. She reflected on the

success of the year despite Covid.
Treasurer Anne Wood presented
the accounts and these were  
accepted with thanks. 
The elected Office bearers for
2022-23 are: President, Joan 
Cubbon; Vice-President, Tessa
Lumley; Treasurer, Anne Wood;
Secretary, Nancy McLure; Group
Delegate, Grace Brown.
Details of the Centenary Tea
Party on June 9 were discussed
with final numbers needed by
today, May 19.

Westerkirk
AGM
At their recent AGM 
Westerkirk SWI enjoyed a very
interesting talk by Jules 
Dickson of Scrappoworko.
Jules talked about her career
as an artist which was inspiring
and her beautiful jewellery
pieces were greatly admired.
Office bearers were then elected:
President, Ann Hislop; Vice Pres-
ident, Diana Stewart; Secretary,
Elizabeth McNeil; Treasurer 
Katrina Kenny
The Competition Winners for
the most points were: 1 - Hazel
Johnstone 2 - Winnie Kinstrey
3 = Elizabeth McNeil, Pauline
Innes, Catherine Tod
And the competition winners
on the night were: Best Syllabus:
1 - Elizabeth McNeil 2 - Pauline
Innes
Jewellery Item: 1 - Winnie  
Kinstrey 2- Catherine Tod 
3 - Hazel Johnstone 

Letters to
the Editor

Thanks 
from Ron
I would like to thank all the
people who voted for me in the
local election - this was much
appreciated.  I wish all the 
elected members well for the
next session.

Ron Tait 
via email

LIKELY LADS: Tub hopefuls (l to r) Robbie Turnbull, Tom Brown and Oli Downey

Is dash for
green energy
worth it?
I commend Faw Side Commu-
nity Group for their compre-
hensive appraisal of the negative
consequences of the proposed
and misleadingly named "Faw
Side Community Wind Farm".
If yet another costly public en-
quiry goes the way of the 
Applicant, it will blight a further
11,200 acres of iconic Borders
landscape and secure Scotland
the dubious distinction of having
the highest density of wind tur-
bines in the world. Some years
ago, I was part of a group that
unsuccessfully opposed the
Langhope Rig wind farm near
Ashkirk and I on reading the

Applicant's 59 page Scoping
Report, I note all the old familiar
exaggerated claims, weasel
words and financial 'induce-
ments' that serve to weaken local
resistance and tick climate
change boxes. 

Misleading
For example, the grand claim
that this 45 turbine proposal has
a 315 megawatt generating 
capacity that will power 328,000
homes, while technically correct,
is in fact totally misleading be-
cause of the intermittent nature
of wind, the turbines only func-
tion at full capacity between
20% and 30% of the time and
the claimed carbon emission re-
ductions are similarly flawed,
when all raw material, manu-
facturing, land disturbance and
decommissioning factors are
taken into account. 
I note that the community at
large will be in receipt of some

£800 million over the lifetime
of the windfarm. Very generous
and welcome funding it would
seem until it is pointed out that
it is we, the consumers, who
are paying for this bogus largesse
through rapidly escalating elec-
tricity bills.
I trust that the Faw Side 
Community Group will be thor-
oughly prepared with a powerful
case at the Public Enquiry to
counter the arguments that will
be presented by highly accom-
plished advocates acting for the
Applicant and that they will be
able to demonstrate that true lo-
cal democracy is alive and well. 
Is this mad dash for unreliable
and inappropriately named 'green
energy' really worth it, consid-
ering that Scotland is responsible
for just 0.13% of global 
emissions?

Neil J Bryce
Kelso
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Rivals must work together
in newly formed councils

Protect
chicks
from dogs
A Langholm couple are 
appealing to dog owners to
keep their dogs on the lead –
so that two oystercatcher
chicks might have a chance
of survival.
The birds, which are on the

amber list for Birds of Conser-
vation Concern, are leading
their young onto the shingle
outside the home of Margaret
Walty and Roy Harling on the
banks of the river Esk.
Margaret said: “For several

years now we have been feeding
the oystercatchers that nest on
the roof of the old offices at
Reid & Taylor. They come to
the river wall on this side, and
Roy puts mealworms down a
crack that only their beaks can
reach.’’
“They bring their chicks down

to the shingle opposite our house
as soon as these leave the nest,
and as they are unable to fly
yet, they are very vulnerable to
crows, gulls and herons. 
“Last year so many dogs came

onto the shingle, separating the
chicks from the parents all too
often, that the crows got both.”
This year's two chicks first

appeared on the shingle on Mon-
day and were disturbed several
times.“The parents are going
mad, with a couple of loose
dogs on the riverbank and gulls
right above them,” Margaret
said. Many people are simply
not aware of the problem dogs
can cause. The chicks are well
camouflaged, and often all that
can be seen is distressed parent
birds circling and frantically
calling.”
As the birds’ self-appointed

step-grandparents, the couple
are urging passers-by to help
them to protect the fledgling
chicks.
“It would be really helpful if

those walking their dogs on the
Elizabeth Street bank of the
river Esk could keep them on
the lead for the next few weeks,
until the chicks are properly
able to fly. It would be so good
not to see a repeat of last year's
tragedy,” Margaret said.

Two frontrunners for D&G leader and McAteer convener for Borders
It is still unclear which way the 
administration will swing ahead
of the first meeting of the new
Dumfries & Galloway council next
week.
None of the main parties gained

an overall majority in the local elec-
tions meaning that rival councillors
will have to work together again to
form a coalition.
The Conservatives are the largest

party in the region, having secured
16 seats, while the SNP gained 11,
and Labour returned nine. There are
now four independents, and two non-
aligned and one Lib Dem councillor
– and they could potentially have a
big influence on who takes control.
At the meeting on May 24, a new

council leader will be selected to re-
place the retired Elaine Murray, while
another will be chosen as deputy
leader in place of outgoing Rob
Davidson.
Decisions will then be made on

which councillors chair committees,
such as planning and communities,

and who will be appointed to key
roles working with outside bodies.
While negotiations are still ongoing,

Annandale North councillors Stephen
Thompson and Gail Macgregor are
frontrunners to become the new 
leader of the local authority.
Last week Councillor Macgregor

was appointed the leader of the Con-
servatives group, with Councillor
Thompson becoming the new leader
of the SNP group. New Lochar coun-
cillor Linda Dorward has been voted
in as head of the Labour group.

Nationally, there are difficulties be-
tween the Conservatives and SNP,
but councillors Macgregor and
Thompson have had a good working
relationship together, from years of
serving in the same ward. Last week,
both said they would “rule nothing
out” when discussing the formation
of a new council  administration.

 Popular Hawick and Hermitage
councillor Watson McAteer has
been handed a key role in the
newly formed Scottish Borders
Council. The Independent takes
on the role of convener after the
conservatives as the biggest party
formed a coalition administration
with three independent members. 
Fellow Hawick councillor Stuart

Marshall and Selkirkshire councillor
Caroline Cochrane also join Cllr 
McAteer in the newly formed SBC
administration.
The Conservative group, led by

Euan Jardine, have 14 seats on the
council. Cllr Jardine will lead the new

administration, whilst Cllr McAteer
replaces Cllr David Parker in his new
convener role. More than a third of
the new administration will be made
up of women.
Cllr Watson McAteer said: “I am

honoured to have been invited to
become the new convenor of Scottish
Borders Council. This administration
will concentrate on fixing our roads,
building new schools, protecting our
communities, caring for the elderly
and vulnerable, and listening to the
concerns of Borderers.”

IN BRIEF

Woodland Trust Scotland –
who supported the first stage
of the Tarras Valley community
buyout with a large donation
– held their AGM in Langholm
last week. 
The Trust, which works to plant

and stop the loss of native woods
and trees and to restore ancient
woodlands, held meetings at the
Buccleuch Centre and had visits
to the nature reserve during their
two days in the town. 
Their AGM was held in

Langholm because of its part-
nership with the Langholm Ini-
tiative to support the creation of
the nature reserve. One Woodland

Trust staff member works in the
Langholm Initiative office part
time, bringing considerable ex-
pertise to the team.
John Galloway, Community

Council chair and owner of the
Eskdale Hotel, said: “It’s great
to see Langholm being put on
the map by organisations which
would normally hold these events
in more central locations. 
“This type of collaborative

working shows that our local or-
ganisations and businesses can
benefit from this work and I’m
sure we can grow on this as we
work our way through delivering
the community action plan.”  

The director of Woodland Trust
Scotland, Alastair Seaman said:
“We are delighted to be part of
such a nationally significant ini-
tiative, our staff have had such a
warm welcome during our stay
in Langholm and look forward
to many more visits to the town
as we work together to take for-
ward the development of the Tar-
ras Valley nature reserve.”
Meanwhile, following extensive

damage from Storm Arwen on
the reserve, the Langholm Ini-
tiative has now completed the
felling of the Hallpath larch
woodland, working in partnership
with Mark Seed Forest and Land,

A.W. Jenkinson and Simon
Richardson Contracting. 
Due to the Tarras Valley nature

reserve being a Site of Special
Scientific Interest, the Initiative
had to apply for a license from
NatureScot to remove the timber
off site, across the moorland
above Longwood, which is sub-
ject to conditions including an
ecological survey. 
Estate manager Jenny Barlow

said: “Once the site is cleared of
the timber, we will be starting to
plan restoration works which will
include removing invasive species
like rhododendron plants, creating
wetland ponds, reinstating foot-

path routes through the woodland,
improving site drainage and na-
tive tree planting. 
“We’d really welcome volun-

teers to help us with these next
stages of the site restoration and
are planning to do some work-
shops to develop the site design
as well as practical volunteer
days. We will be planning in
these events as soon as the site
is cleared and advertise the dates
locally if you are interested in
getting involved. 
“We also want to thank every-

one for their patience while these
urgent works have been going
on,” she added.

Langholm hospitality for Woodland Trust 

WELCOME: Woodland Trust staff enjoy local hospitality during their stay in Langholm
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Oystercatcher with chick
on the River Esk in 2020

On Tuesday a new leader for D&G council
will replace retired Elaine Murray New SBC convener Watson McAteer

ARWEN AFTERMATH: The felling of  Hallpath larch woodland is now complete



www.eladvertiser.co.ukEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

6 Thursday May 19, 2022

C&D Auction Marts Limited had for-
ward 6,748 sheep comprising of 3,899
prime hoggs, 68 spring lambs and
2,781 cast ewes & rams at their weekly
sale at Longtown on Thursday 12th
May 2022.
A much improved entry for both quality

and quantity, which saw extra buyers at
ringside ensuring all classes met a strong
competitive trade. As always, more num-
bers are required on a weekly basis to
meet buyer demand here at Longtown.
The sale topped at £1,538 for a Limousin
shown by BE & S Davidson, Bellfield,
Longtown, who also sold Charolais at
£1,412. Other Limousins to £1,165 from
Wanwood Hill. Beef Shorthorns sold to
£1,484 and £1,085 from JDM Thomson,
Pilmuir, Hawick. Angus cows to £1,459
and £1,214 from TN Cavers & Co., Sor-
bie, Langholm, with others to £1,360 and
£1,166 from J Cameron, High
Machriemore, Argyll.
Top price per kilo of 220p and 216p for

Angus from High Machriemore. Charolais
to 214p from Bellfield with Limousins at
213p from Hopestead, Eyemouth.
A nice show of 68 prime lambs proved

too few for requirements and more num-
bers required, selling to a top of £147 for
Texels shown by M Smith, Mount Farm,
Blackford.
A mixed show of 3,899 prime hoggs

were forward and met a more selective
trade, with heavy hoggs in very strong de-
mand and short of requirements. Export
and lights hoggs were also good to sell if
good meat. Store types were harder to
sell on the week.
Texel hoggs topped the price per kilo at

297p from Sharplaw Farms, Kelso.  
Top price per head of £154 for Texel

hoggs shown by A & C Watson, Rowan
Garth, Whitehaven.
An overall sale average of 257.8ppk

(SQQ 259.7ppk) was achieved.

PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER KILO)
Texel 297p Sharplaw, 292p Pasture
House, 287p High Parkfoot, 285p Torkirra
& Dunjop.
Hill Cheviot 297p Heathery Hall, 294p
Barr Hill, 286p Breckon Hill, 285p Oswie.  
North Country Cheviot 292p Weeds,
290p Plumpe.
Romney 289p Trailtrow.
Beltex 287p New Hummerbecks, 286p
Borlick, 280p Bowershield, 279p Dotland
Park, 276p Millholm, 275p Borlick & Trail-
trow.
Mule 286p Newton Field, 275p Sheep-
riggs, 271p Maidencots, 270p Bidlake.
Blackface 283p Silloans, 276p Heathery
Hall, 273p Banks Farm, 271p Cairnbowie.
Charollais 283p The Wreay.  
Hampshire 277p West Scales.
Suffolk 272p Westernhopeburn, 270p
Cairnbowie, 269p Barr Hill, 267p Prior
Rigg.
Blue Texel 269p Meikle Dykes.

PRINCIPAL PRICE (PER HEAD)
Texel £154 Rowan Garth, £149 Haas
Grove, The Hagg, West Scales, Bruach,
Cleughbrae & Sharplaw.  
Blue Texel £151 Belvedere.
North Country Cheviot £147, £141 Bru-
ach.  
Beltex £143, £135 Priory Nook, £135
Kilnhill, £133 Chapel, £132, £130 Bruach.

Hill Cheviot £143 Blackburn, £141
Blackrigg & The Old Gas House, £140
Snar, £139 Blackrigg.   
Charollais £143 Springfield.  
Suffolk £139 Belvedere & West Scales,
£129 Priory Nook & Low Hallburn, £120
Maidencots, Belvedere & Westernhope-
burn.  
Mule £137 Westernhopeburn, £131 New-
ton of Logierait.
Blackface £133 Collin Bank, £124 Black-
burn, £123 Banks Farm.    
The 2,781 cast ewes and rams were a
smaller show, usual buyers present. All
classes good to sell at recent high rates.  
Heavy ewes sold to £272 for Texel ewes
from IHG Warden, Skelfhill, Hawick.
Mule ewes sold to a top of £142 from J &
M & JC Dodd, Low Closegill, Low Row.  
Hill ewes topped at £122 for Blackfaces
from J & D Longlands Ltd, Tone Hall, Hex-
ham.  
Rams topping at £240 for Oxfords from
Messrs Rutherford & Co., Guards, Gretna.____________________
HEAVY EWES
Texel £272 Skelfhill, £240 Low Hallburn,
£215 Beckfoot, £210 Woodhead, £205
Seymour House.      
Beltex £234, £208 Tercrosset.    
Charollais £188 Thackwood, £185 Bid-
lake.
Suffolk £170 Low Hallburn, £164 Beck-
foot, £162 Viewley, £158 Seymour House.

Bluefaced Leicester £164 Whitton.     
Blue Texel £153 Millhouse.
Zwartble £147 South Bowerhouses.   
Cheviot Mule £145 Viewley, £140 Borlick,
£133 Viewley.   
Mule £142 Low Closegill, £138 Farnbury,
£138, £135 Tone Hall, £134 Marygate,

£132 High Machriemore & Linton Bank
Head.
North Country Cheviot £133 Whitton,
£127 Novally, £126 Dunjop.  

LIGHT EWES
Blackface £122, £114 Tone Hall, £110
Eastside, £109 Todsykehead & Hott Farm. 
Hill Cheviot £114 Linton Bank Head,
£113 The Old Gas House, £111 Upper
Hindhope, £110 Terrona.   
Swaledale £109 Whitton, £104 High
Parkfoot, £102 Whitton, £100 Western-
hopeburn.

RAMS
Oxford £240, £222 Guards.   
Texel £230 Rack Beck, £220 Low Hall-
burn, £200 Viewley, £195 Torkirra.
North Country Cheviot £230 Whitton.   
Charollais £220 Beckfoot.
Suffolk £202 Whitton, £200 Low Hallburn,
£198 Tone Hall, £195 High Machriemore.
Bluefaced Leicester £198 Todsykehead.
Border Leicester £168 Keil.
Blue Texel £145 Viewley, £138 High
Street.
Cheviot £136 Priesthaugh.    
Averages:
Hoggs
Light to                          294.0p (228.6p)
Standard to                     97.0p (258.3p)
Medium to                     297.0p (265.2p)
Heavy to                       287.0p (253.4p)
Ewes
Light to                       £122.00 (£79.85) 
Heavy to                   £272.00 (£128.15)
Rams to                   £240.00 (£149.90)

Around the marts

By Gilly Fraser

If there’s one thing that
binds farming of old to farm-
ing of today, it has to be the
orphan lambs. 
Generations of farming fam-

ilies have shared their kitchens
and their sheds with lambs
that were too small to thrive
without a helping hand, or
were born as one of triplets
and deemed too weak to stand
up for themselves against two
stronger siblings. 
A survey is currently being

carried out by the Royal Vet-
erinary College looking into
the management of orphan
lambs, in a bid to discover top
tips and best practices carried
out by sheep farmers across
the land. 
David and Jenny Nixon, who

farm at Blinkbonny near New-
castleton with their sons Rory
and Calum, are old hands in
the lamb rearing game. In any
one season they will probably
take eight to ten youngsters
into their care.
“We usually rear lambs be-

cause they’re part of triplets,”
Jenny explains. “They might
be small, or the ewe has re-
jected them. Ewes only have
two teats and we find they
never recover from feeding
three and normally they kick
one off later on. So we get in
early and lift one off at two
days old and then they do just
fine.” 
The RVC survey is taking

the form of an online ques-
tionnaire. The first section asks
participants about sheep num-

bers and looks into the places
where lambing takes place
and questions whether breed
makes any difference. 
The next section focuses on

preferred methods of rearing
the orphans, asking whether
they are more likely to be
adopted onto another ewe or
reared artificially, and includes
questions on timing of adoption
and rearing strategy.  
Jenny says if a ewe has lost

a lamb at birth, then one of
the pet lambs will be set on
as a substitute. For the rest,
she uses a handy contraption
called a Shepherdess to keep
her orphan lambs well fed.
“The Shepherdess is a big

bucket with two teats,” she
says. “It holds about six to
eight litres of milk and the
bucket floats in warm water
to keep the milk at a constant
heat. The lambs eat whenever
they’re hungry for the first two
weeks, then they also get lamb
creep pellets, hay and water
and they’re let out to grass.
But they still have the run in-
side until they’re six weeks
old when they’re taken off the
milk.”
The Royal Veterinary College

survey is still ongoing, so the
findings haven’t yet been anal-
ysed, but the students taking
part say they’ve been particu-
larly struck by the passion,
dedication and care given to
the orphan lambs. 

Anyone who would like to
take part in the survey can
find the questionnaire on
the Royal Veterinary College
website. 

Looking out for
orphaned lambs

Preparing for a solid,
sustainable industry

By Gilly Fraser

Scottish farmers are being
asked for their views on the
way the industry should de-
velop post-Brexit, in a series
of roadshows touring the coun-
try, staged by NFU Scotland.
The events are being hosted
by President Martin Kennedy
along with Director of Policy
Jonnie Hall. 

They will focus on a new
framework for farming due to
become operational in 2025, de-
signed to succeed the old Com-
mon Agricultural Policy. Mr
Hall is urging farmers to attend
in person to have their questions
answered.

“NFU Scotland is adamant
that a sustainable and profitable
future for Scottish agriculture
is critical if it is to deliver the
food production, climate and
nature outcomes expected,” he
said.

“The key to that is supporting
active farmers and crofters and
enabling them to change and

thrive.
“We invite all farmers and

crofters to join us to hear more
about how future policy is 
developing. More importantly,
we want to hear from farmers
and crofters on what these
changes will mean for them,
and I invite them to join us in

person at one of these 12 road-
shows.”

It’s expected that future policy
will see the farming sector re-
quired to reduce emissions and
improve efficiency in order to
receive support. A document
called ‘Preparing for 
Sustainable

Farming’ has been published
giving advice on how to do this
and also how to access support

for carbon audits and soil test-
ing.

The roadshow will be visiting
Castle Douglas on Thursday
June 2, starting at 7pm in the-
Market Inn Hotel.

Martin Kennedy (l) NFUS president and director of policy, Jonnie Hall will hold 12 roadshows

Orphans: Veterinary College survey seeks tips old and new



COMMON RIDING MEETING

Around 100 people gathered for the
2022 Common Riding meeting on Fri-
day, to hear chairman Roger Maxwell
thank all the locals and organisations
in the town who contributed to the suc-
cess of the seemingly distant 2019 event.  

“The dedication and enthusiasm of the
Langholm folk for their Common Riding
is truly remarkable,” he said. “There are
too many sponsors and donors to mention
by name but special mention should be
given to Martin Tedham’s Wasdell Ltd
who sponsored the Eskdale Plate to the
tune of £3,000 and Ashley Bank Invest-
ments sponsored the Open 90m Sprint
Handicap which is a fiercely contested
title attracting competitors from many
parts of the country. 

“The continued generosity of all these
companies and individuals is greatly ap-
preciated.”

Kenneth Hill, Common Riding secretary,
then delivered his report covering the
events of 1972 when Scott Morrison was
Cornet.  Langholm had a busy year; Neil
Armstrong visited the town as did the
“fastest man in the world”, George Mc-
Neill, who took part in the newly introduced
90m Professional Sprint Championship.

This year’s semi-jubilee Cornet is Simon
Wood, who in 1997 proudly held the
Burgh Standard aloft after securing his

place as Cornet in a three-way election in
the previous May.

The town looks forward to welcoming
these two gentlemen to the 2022 Common
Riding in their special year.

The severely curtailed Common Ridings
held in 2020 and 2021, when Covid put
paid to the celebrations for two years in a
row, were next in Kenneth’s report. Again,
the town rallied around with semi-jubilee
Cornets Steven Ellwood and David McVit-
tie carrying the Flag in the respective
years

Kenneth went on to mention the newly
created Langholm Common Riding website
which has been the project of some of the
younger members, ably assisted by Kather-
ine Latimer.  The site is now live and can
be visited at: 

www.langholmcommonriding.co.uk
Any other business brought up the thorny

issue of the storage place of the Burgh
Standard. A lively discussion ensued on
whether the flag should continue to be
stored in a member’s house as it is at the
moment or returned to the Town Hall and
stored under lock and key.   After an in-
conclusive show of hands, the topic was
returned to the members to discuss 
further.

The chairman then announced the result
of the election for Cornet and the Right
and Left-Hand Men took off at great
speed to break the news to the winner.

Election of Cornet 2022
Chairman pays tribute to townsfolk as excitement grows for July event

Liz, Billy and Staff of 

The Paper ShopThe Paper Shop
would like to congratulate

Ruairi Hotson 
on his election as Cornet for 2022

on your election as Cornet for 2022
from Kenneth and staff at

Stevenson & Johnstone

38 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH | Tel:013873 80428

Congratulations!
Ruairi Hotson

Congratulations to 
Ruairi Hotson

on his election as Cornet 2022
A large range of bedding plants, home grown 

strawberries and tomatoes
Cochranes Nurseries ● Longtown ● Carlisle ●  Tel: 01228 791220

FRONT THREE: Ruairi Callum Hotson joins the illustrious line-up of Langholm Cornets; 
flanked here by his Right-Hand Man Henry Jeffrey and Left-Hand man Iain Little

Photo by K Latimer Photography
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Carrie’s
Hair 
Salon

Congratulations to 
Ruairi Hotson

on his election as Cornet

52 High Street, Langholm

07895 846497

ANDERSONS
of Langholm

Congratulations and best wishes to
the new Cornet, 
Ruairi Hotson

Luxury coach
and private hire
Tel: 013873 80553

 DEREK JOHNSON 
~ BUILDER ~

would like to congratulate
Ruairi Hotson

on his election and wish him all
the best for 2022

General Building Services  All work considered
23 Arkinholm Terrace, Langholm - t. 07815 804035 

YARNS
to yearn for

would like to congratulate
Ruairi Hotson
on his election as 
Cornet for 2022

and wish him all the best
www.yarnstoyearnfor.com



Election of Cornet 2022 . . . back to normal!

would like to congratulate
Ruairi Hotson

on his election as Cornet for 2022
Market Place, Langholm Tel. 013873 81250

Steven, Christine 
& Staff of

Pelosis
Corner Café

LANGHOLM
RUGBY CLUB
Congratulations 

and all the best to 
Ruairi Hotson

on his election as 
Langholm Cornet 

for 2022

Milntown, Langholm
Twitter@LangholmRugby and

www.facebook.com/LrfcSocialEventsPage

PROUD: Ruairi with his girlfriend Sadie Cropper

Everyone at the E & L Advertiser
would like to congratulate Ruairi Hotson

on his election as Cornet and wish him all the best for his year in office.
54 High Street, Langholm t.013873 80012 e. rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk

DYED-IN-THE WOOL
Ruairi Callum Hotson is the
newly elected Cornet of
Langholm Common Riding. 

Son of Wendy and Kevan
Hotson, 21-year-old Ruairi was
born into a dyed-in-the-wool
Common Riding family and
carries on the tradition follow-
ing father Kevan and uncle
Steven, 1990 and 2000 re-
spectively, into the position of
Langholm Cornet.

Ruairi received the news in
time-honoured fashion, with a
knock on the door of his home
at Braidpath Cottage shortly
after 9pm last Friday. The two
visitors informed him that he
had been successful in that
night’s election for Cornet. 

“The place absolutely erupt-
ed,” Ruairi recalled.  “Screams
of excitement from everyone
in the house which soon gave
way to tears of emotion with
literally everyone from grand-
parents to young friends and 

cousins greetin’ – except me.
“I was too stunned to greet

unable to take-in what had
just happened. It was an in-
credible scene.”

After a photo session, the
night passed quickly with visits
to the pubs and a practice
“carry” at the Social Club be-
fore Ruairi arrived to a tremen-
dous reception at the traditional
dance in The Buccleuch Cen-
tre. 

Ruairi’s first engagement is
Hawick’s Mosspaul ride-out,
although he says that will de-
pend on the Right and Left
overcoming difficulties in hiring
horses. Otherwise, it would
be Hawick Common Riding
on June 6.

Unsurprisingly, Ruairi is most
looking forward to Common
Riding Day itself and being
able to hold the flag. 

“I am just grateful to have
been given this chance, and
I’m very thankful for all the
support,” he said.

GENERATIONS: Ruairi with grandparents Jimmy Hotson (l) and Jean and John Hogg

SUPPORT: Ruairi was raised in a true Common Riding family; parents Wendy and Kevin and sister Ellie will be by his side all the way

All the staff at
FTS Dyers Ltd

would like to congratulate
Ruairi Hotson on his

election as Cornet 2022

FTS Dyers Limited ● Waterside Mill ● Langholm
Tel:013873 81188

Roger & Geoff at

James Maxwell
BUILDING CONTRACTORS

would like to congratulate
Ruairi Hotson

on his election as
Cornet for 2022

and wish him all the best

Contact:
Roger : 07702 733086
Geoff : 07789 984304

BorderHouse
Bed & Breakfast

28 High Street • Langholm
013873 80376

Moira and Dougie of
Border House
would like to 
congratulate
Ruairi Hotson 

on his election as
Cornet for 2022

MATES: Ruairi, his cousins and friends are looking forward to a great Common RIding

Langholm 
Common Riding

2022

Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN : 013873 81066

Ashleybank
Investments

Limited
Everyone at Ashleybank Investments

would like to congratulate
Ruairi Hotson

on his election as Cornet
and wish him all the very best for
Langholm Common Riding 2022

Newtown
Convenience Store

Thomas Telford Road ▪ Langholm
t. 80131

John and staff
would like to
congratulate

Ruairi Hotson
on his election as
Langholm Cornet 

2022

Congratulations to
RUAIRI HOTSON

on his election as Cornet
from all at

The Langholm Initiative
The Langholm Initiative

Buccleuch Mill | Glenesk Road
Langholm | DG13 0ES

013873 80914 | @langholmonline
fb.com/langholminitiative

The Langholm Initiative

Everyone at Langholm Londis
would like to congratulate

RUAIRI HOTSON
on his election as

Langholm Cornet for 2022

Great offers in store every week

Eskdale Stores
Murray House

High Street
Langholm 

01387 381109

T. MORRISON & SON
Vehicle Servicing & Repairs
THE GARAGE ▪ 21 HIGH STREET
LANGHOLM ▪ DUMFRIESSHIRE 

Telephone and Fax: (013873) 80476 

Tommy & Diane would like 
to congratulate

RUAIRI HOTSON
on his election as 2022 Cornet

Borderlands Brewery would like
to congratulate Ruairi Hotson on

being elected Cornet for 2022

Announcing forthcoming release of
our new beer for Common Riding
"guid strang punch"

Details to follow on website where you
can also sign up to our newsletter. 

borderlandsbrewery.co.uk

Borderlands 
Brewery

Hand crafted Ale brewed in Langholm



Cornet-elect steps out to lead Langholm Young Riders on their annual walk

Newly-elected Cornet Ruairi Hotson led a cavalcade of young riders up the Kirk Wynd for their annual
sponsored walk last Sunday. 
A large group of enthusiastic youngsters took part and raised a staggering £2,500 for the Young Riders. 
Ruairi, who was a Young Rider himself, was flanked by his Right- and Left-Hand men, Henry Jeffrey and Iain Little. 
The route took the group up the Kirk Wynd and along the Burny Braes, before following the road up to the
monument. 
As per Common Riding tradition, the group circled the monument three times before descending Whita down the
face via Whita Well. The youngsters were treated to an ice cream from Pelosi’s van on their arrival back in the
Market Place.

Election of Cornet 2022

High Street, Langholm
Scottish hospitality

at its best!

Call in or phone 013873 80357
Email: enquiries@eskdalehotel.co.uk

Congratulations to 
Cornet Ruairi Hotson on his 2022 election

Latimers of Langholm
51 High Street ▪ Langholm ▪ DG13 0JH ▪ t. 013873 80265 ▪ e. shop@latimersof langholm.co.uk

Everyone at Latimers
would like to congratulate

Ruairi Hotson
on his election as
Cornet for 2022

Chloe at La Belle 
Congratulations to

Ruairi Hotson
Cornet 2022

Market Place, Langholm   www.chloeatlabelle.co.uk
Dumfriesshire DG13 0JQ                    01387 381555

June Special Offer

“Get ready for 

sunshine’ 

Have a double full 

body exfoliation 

followed by a mini full body

massage   £40 
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WALKERS: Members and supporters of Langholm Young Riders line up for a photograph before tackling the face of Whita HIll on their sponsored walk
Photos by K Latimer Photography

THREE:The newly formed front three head
for the Monument on Sunday

would like to congratulate
Ruairi Hotson
on his election as 

Langholm Cornet 2022

DROVE WEAVERS

Drove Weaving, Glenesk Rd., Langholm t. 07376 678466

Everyone atAll staff, volunteers and members at

LANGHOLM  
DAY CENTRE
would like to congratulate

Ruairi Hotson

on his election to
Langholm Cornet 

for 2022
Market Place, Langholm DG13 0JQ  t. 80220

Everyone at
Davidsons Chemists

would like to congratulate

Ruairi Hotson
on his election to Cornet 2022

Congratulations to
Cornet Hotson 
from all the team 

at Roses Wardrobe
roseswardrobe.co.uk
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Election of Cornet 2022

MARTINS
TYRE AND AUTO SERVICES

Official MoT Testing Station
New and Used Car and Van Sales

Servicing, Mechanical and Body Repairs

TYRES ● EXHAUSTS ● BATTERIES

Wishing RUAIRI HOTSON
good luck as Cornet 2022

HIGH STREET, LANGHOLM
Telephone (013873) 80246

________________________________
Everyone at the Estate

would like to congratulate
Cornet RUAIRI HOTSON
on his election as Cornet

________________________________
Ewesbank, Langholm DG13 0ND

Tel: 013873 80202   Fax: 013873 81103 www.buccleuch.com

GLENFIRRA
of Langholm
Ceramic Restoration

Specialist

would like to wish
Cornet

Ruairi Hotson
all the very best

for the
Common Riding

All the staff and volunteers at The Buccleuch Centre
would like to congratulate RUAIRI HOTSON on his

election as Cornet for 2022 and wish him and his 
family all the best for a great year

The Douglas Hotel
———♦———

Congratulates 
Cornet Ruairi Hotson

on his election
Evening and 

pre-theatre meals 
available.

Menu includes 
seasonal specials 
and home-made

sweet board
Local cask ale served

douglashotellangholm.co.uk
Tel: 013873 81547

Langholm Social Club 
congratulates 

Cornet Hotson 
on his election for 2022 and sends best wishes to 

Stuart Tedham and Ewan Patterson.

New members welcome to join. Membership £15

BROWNS
FAMILY BUTCHERS

82-84 HIGH STREET 
LANGHOLM  013873 80136

Everyone at 
Browns Family Butchers

congratulates
Cornet Hotson 

on being elected for 2022
Wishing everyone 

a great Common Riding

Left: Langholmites were delighted to hear and see
Langholm Town Band and Langholm Pipe Band

once more perambulating the streets on Election Night
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Times Past 
50 years: Amazing Grace
With a combination of a solo piper and the background of a
military band this tune, which is now known throughout the
United Kingdom, and perhaps much further afield, has now
been a “best seller” and has topped the record charts and this in
as popular a fashion as in the high days of the “Beatles”. At-
tending the Common Riding meeting in Buccleuch Hall on Fri-
day night, we happened to be sitting beside a very ardent
Langholmite and Common Riding enthusiast and when the
Langholm Town Band played their usual preliminary on Buc-
cleuch Hall stage – “A the Airts” with the familiar prefix and
suffix “Craigielea”, with its twirly bits “ Allan Water” with it’s
pathos and bathos, and the infections “Merrie Elves” – or to the
uninitiated – the Common Riding Polka” we happened to to
mention “Amazing Grace” to the individual we have already
referred to, and his reply was “Dinna be daft, it’s niver in’t wi
this stuff”. No, to the Langholmite attending the Common Rid-
ing Meeting, or per chance the exiled Langholmite who is priv-
ileged to be present on the Common Riding Day, when
Langholm Band strikes up “A the Airts, in the Market Place,
immediately after the Cornet has been presented with the Flag
and he and his supporters ride on their way up the High Street
to gang roun’ the Square Pump, it is indeed “Amazing Grace”
and long may the scene and the sentiment continue. In the
words of one Ex-Cornet, who is no longer with us. That scene
which we have just mentioned, was to him “the finest sight on
God’s earth” The sights and sounds and the “smells” on
Langholm’s main thoroughfare on a Common Riding morning
are unforgettable, as we all know and surely appreciate. 

Langholm Cornet Derek Hogg and his right and left hand men Simon
Richardson and Andrew Johnstone take part in the Mosspaul Rideout 2009

Neil and Kitty Irving during the Raft Race in 1978 Toasting Cornet Simon Wood are Right-Hand Man David McVittie and Left
Hand Man Stevie Ellwood in 1997

Thomas Hope

The front elevation of the Thomas Hope Hospital

1896 Thomas Hope’s Hospital. This enterprising and benev-
olent gent moved to America in 1819 and by the time he re-
tired in 1858 had created a business empire consisting of three 
large grocery stores in New York and some thirty branches in 
other parts of the country.  In his will he left £100,000 to build 
“an institution for the care and relief of sick and in rm per-
sons” in Langholm. In 1896 a memorial stone was unveiled 
by his sister, Miss Jane Hope, to mark the completion of the 
building.  However it would be another two years before the 
rst patient, a nurse, was admitted.  

The Pipe Band leads the way down the Kirk Wynd

The laying of the memorial stone, The Thomas Hope Hospital

1900 The Burgh of Langholm Pipe Band was formed in 1900 
after a group of local pipers met four volunteers, who were 
returning home on leave from the Boer War, to play them up 
the street from Langholm Station.  The following year the band 
made its debut at the Common Riding by playing a selection 
of dance music in the Market Place on Simmer Fair Night.  
However it wasn’t until the Common Riding of 1913  that they 
rst took part in the ceremonial proper, when it was recorded 

that “the Pipe Band leads the way down the Kirk Wynd, the 
children cheering lustily the while”. In 2007 the band was in-
vited to play at the prestigious Braemar Highland Gathering 
for the rst time. And two years later, on 5th September 2009, 
they won the ‘Best Band’ award, with Pipe Major Craig Irving 
receiving the Pipe Band Shield from Her Majesty the Queen.

25 years: Castle Craigs Club welcomes new
Cornet
President Andrew Johnstone chaired the Castle Craigs Club
AGM which was attended by 42 members in the Crown Hotel
last Friday evening. His first duty was to introduce Cornet
Simon Wood who received a very warm welcome from the
members and congratulations were extended to his right- and
left-hand men, Ex-Cornets McVittie and Ellwood for the way
they had carried out their duties last year. He also extended
congratulations to Diamond Jubilee Cornet Watt Robinson and
the Semi Jubilee Cornet Scott Morrison. In reviewing the past
year, the President said that it had been a successful year both
from an activity and a financial point of view. All ride-outs and
functions had been well supported, a new seat had been erected
at Greenbank, the Benty WEI had been presented with the Jean
Pringle Shield for which the WRI members would compete
and the Day Centre had benefitted from the money collected at
Cronksbank on Castle Craigs Day. Before vacating the Chair,
he thanked the Landowners and everyone who had contributed
in any way to the success of the past year. The committee for
1997/98 was elected as follows: President – Andrew John-
stone, Vice-President Andrew Walton, Secretary – Larry Mar-
tin; Treasurer – Kenneth Pool; Committee- Kevin Hotson, Lee
Earsman, Paul Mitchell, Tommy Morrison, Malcolm Devlin,
Grant Fletcher, James McVittie, Stephen Tweddle, Steven Hot-
son, Andrew Jeffrey, Iain Park and Stephen Rae, together with
Cornet Wood and Ex- Cornets McVittie and Ellwood.  
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Brooding: The Castle Craigs lies in wait, under a stormy sky, for this year’s Common Riding - photo by Margaret Hudson of Langholm
Camera: Samsung A33

The E&L Gallery

LOCAL 
NOTICEBOARD

Advertise on the
NOTICEBOARD

this size
5cm x 1col

only

£15 inc VAT

LOCAL NOTICEBOARDWHAT’S ON IN ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE 

MAY

Sat 21st
Dance with music from Bon Accords

7.30pm Gilnockie Hall

Tommy Millar and the Two Pennies
A Tale from the Titanic Nicholforest Hall

Wed 25th Canonbie Brownies & Guides Bingo
Night 6.30-8pm Canonbie Public Hall

Sat 28th
Matinée:  A Right Royal Knees-up The Buccleuch Centre, 2.30pm

Annual Sheep Dog Trials, Penton Sheiling Moss Farm, Harelaw

Mon 30th Esk Valley Red Squirrel Group AGM
7pm Langholm Social Club

JUNE
Fri 3rd The Summer Country Show 7.30pm The Buccleuch Centre

Sat 4th  Jubilee Gathering & Ceilidh from 5pm ESMP Hall, Eskdalemuir

Sun 5th Scotland’s Gardens Scheme - Open Day
2-5pm Westerhall, Bentpath

Thurs 9th The Rod Stewart Song Book 7.30pm The Buccleuch Centre

Thurs 16th The Carpenters Experience 7.30pm The Buccleuch Centre

The LANGHOLM INITIATIVE
will be holding its

AGM
in Langholm Social Club

at 7pm on Thursday 9th June 2022 
Participation in person or via Zoom. 

Visit our website to find out how to access the
meeting via Zoom and gain access to the agenda.
https://www.langholminitiative.org.uk/governance

LANGHOLM EX-CORNETS
ASSOCIATION

AGM
to be held in Eskdale Hotel

Thursday 26th May at 8pm
Please note change of Day

Subs due then and thereafter -
£5

Langholm Bridge Club results
N/S:  1, Bob Francombe and George Graham; 
2 =, Jim Muir and Alison Mullock, and Ann Smart
and Tom Stothart;  4, Lorraine Morton and Elspeth
Clarke.

E/W: 1=, Sandra Ritchie and Anne Hislop, and Nancy
McLure and Anne Ferguson; 3=, Janet Iveson and
Louise Grierson, and Jan Dunckley and Aileen 
Graham.



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES
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LANGHOLM 
TOWN HALL 

(inside)
WEDNESDAYS 10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS 9am - 2pm
Access through rear door

ROYAL BANK MOBILE VAN
Day Centre car park

Thursdays
11:45am - 12:25pm

MOBILE SERVICES

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows

BLINDS

TO LET

LANGHOLM POP-UP SHOP
May 2022

■ Saturday 28th May (74 High St )

Tropic Skincare & Self Care
with Kristy Blaen

To book a space: Call Sharon Irving on 07862 367209
or email: sharon@ashleybank.co.uk

Online subscriptions to the

are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read

anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT!  

54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH
013873 80012



Athletics
A number of young ath-
letes, who receive funding
through the “Welcome to
Langholm Future Champi-
ons Awards”, were in action
last weekend – with some
notable successes across
the board.
Matilda Brockley, 14, from
Langholm was competing in
the Cumbrian Championships
in Carlisle, and had an ex-
cellent day, winning three gold
medals in the high jump, long
jump and 75m hurdles, setting
a new personal best of 12.6
seconds. 
Meanwhile her younger sis-
ter Antonia won silver medals
in the 100m and 200m and a
bronze medal in the long
jump. Both girls have now
been invited to the Northern
Championships in York next
month.
Molly Reville from Templand
was competing at the National
Open at Grangemouth and
won gold in the U20 Long
Jump with a jump of 5.66m.
This was also enough to be
first overall with the U20 and
Senior Women competing to-
gether. Molly, 17, has also
been chosen to represent the
Scottish Jaguars in the Na-
tional Athletics League Pre-
mier Division in London on
June 4. 
Finlay Waugh, 19, from An-
nan was also competing at
Grangemouth in the National
Open Men’s 200m and ran
an excellent 21.98 seconds
into a strong wind to finish in
first place. The run was even
more impressive considering
Finlay was recovering from
a recent bout of Covid. 
Erin Quinn from Annan was
competing in the West District
Championships at Kil-
marnock. She set a new per-
sonal best in the U17 Discus
with a throw of 32.76m. This
was enough to win a silver
medal in an event her club
colleague won by breaking a
52-year-old championships
record. 
Erin, 15, also threw 42.86m
in the U17 Hammer to win a

bronze medal. And there’s a
notable mention for 15-year-
old Evie Bryden from Annan
who threw a personal best of
43.69m to win the silver
medal. 
Finally, 14-year-old Courtney
Barbour from Annan was also
competing at the West District
Championships in Kilmarnock
where she won a bronze
medal on Saturday competing
in the U17 Shot Putt.
The Welcome to Langholm
awards are funded by The
Stevenson Trust, The 
Bowman Little Trust, The
Auchterlonie Future Cham-
pions Awards, The Arthur Bell
of Langholm Trust and The
Stoneypath Trust.
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Finlay Waugh of Annan

Future champions
show their class

Antonia and Matilda Brockley of Langholm

Molly Reville of Templand in action

WELCOME to LANGHOLM
FUTURE CHAMPIONS AWARDS

Courtney Barbour of Annan Erin Quinn (r) and Evie Bryden of Annan

Across
1   Superior of a monastery (5)
4   Type of gum (6)
9   Waterproof fabric (7)
10 Chocolate ingredient (5)
11 Yellowish citrus fruit (5)
12 Mysterious (7)
13 French national holiday (8,3)
17 Begin (4,3)
19 Brother of Moses (5)
20 Precipitous (5)
21 Blow up (7)
22 Go back (6)
23 Intestine (5)

Down
1   Ancient Greek sun god (6)
2   Eating disturbance (7)
3   Kidnapped (5)
5   Adapt for new use (7)
6   Cured pig meat (5)
7   Insane (5)
8   Unentitled (11)
14 Cavalry soldier (7)
15 Flight personnel (7)
16 Imaginary (6)
17 Intense light beam (5)
18 Proficient (5)
19 Unscripted (2,3)

BEPUZZLED
The E&L CROSSWORD...No.9

SOLUTION...no cheating!!

If you have compiled a quiz - 
or a crossword - you would like to
send in to the E&L, we would be 

delighted to publish it.
You can either pop it through the
door, (54 High Street, Langholm)
hand it in to the office or email it to 

alan@eladvertiser.co.uk

Solution to Crossword No 9

 A1
BB

2
OT

3
A

4
R

5
AB

6
IC
7

PUAU
8

EAR

O
9

ILSKINC
10

OCOA

LIEQYOZ

L
11

EMONU
12

NCANNY

OIAL

B
13

AST
14

ILLEDA
15

Y

RIIU
16

L
17

EA
18

DOFFA
19

ARON

ADOIDCR

S
20

TEEPE
21

NLARGE

EPEDIEA

R
22

ETURNB
23

OWEL



9
7
7
1
4
7
2

9
3
8
7
5
7

2
0

Sports News
Thursday May 19. 2022

Sponsored by KELSO RACES

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
SUNDAY 29th MAY

Ladies’ Day and Season Finale
01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Horseracing
Canonbie racehorse owner
Kevin Jardine is celebrat-
ing a “fairytale success”
after his seven-year-old 
N’golo hit the prize pot in
one of the richest hurdle
races on the turf.
Ridden by jockey Gavin
Sheehan, the grey won 
Swinton Grade 3 handicap
hurdle £100,000 race by 6
1/2 lengths at Haydock Park.
“We bought N’golo in Goffs
UK bloodstock sales from
top Irish trainer Willie Mullins
and owners Rich Ricci for
£14,500 in October,” said Mr
Jardine.
“I sent the horse to Paddy
Neville’s yard in Middleham,
Yorkshire –  he has moved
there to Ann Duffield’s yard
from Limerick. This gelding
by Galileo could now be
aimed at The Galway hurdle
£250,000 race in July, it’s a

great success rejuvenating
a horse from the Irish 
champion trainer.”
And there was further suc-

cess for the Solwaybank
owner four days later. In
Perth on May 11, another
Irish recruit Fiston Du Mou

won on his second UK run,
going away by four lengths
under a strong ride from am-
ateur rider Becky Smith

Sports Nostalgia
Langholm Colts’ end-of-sea-
son dinner, chaired by team
manager John Ritchie, was
held at the Eskdale Hotel
on Friday, May 23, 2002.
After an excellent meal there
were a number of speeches
from the top table guests, in-
cluding coaches Andrew Jef-
frey, Walter Hislop and Roddy
Innes, along with district se-
lector and physio Mac Hotson,
and first team coach Brian
Jardine, who was also repre-
senting sponsor Arthur Bell’s.

Presentations were made
by Brian Jardine, with Steven
Nicol collecting both Player
of the Year and Player’s Play-
er of the Year trophies.
Robin Elliot was awarded
the trophy for most-improved
player, while the award for
the best attendance at training
went to James Sagar.
James, the Colts’ captain,
presented a gift from the team
to Mac Hotson for his help in
treating injured players during
the season.

N’golo in fairytale finish
for local owner Kevin

E&L
SPORT

Fire Lass blazes a trail in Seniors title race

2002 Colts end-
of-season dinner

Top table guests join the trophy winners at the 2002 Colt’s Dinner

Hounds
After a 10 day break, trails resumed
at Moss Peteril for both meets
last week with dry and windy con-
ditions on both days.  
On Wednesday, Fire Lass was back
to form, winning the Seniors and
adding another six points to her total,
meaning she still leads the champi-
onship.   
Delta Scope once again gave his
all and finished second, with Jazzle
having to settle for third on this oc-
casion.  Tables were turned on Sat-
urday, when Jazzle was the easy
winner with Delta Style chasing her
home and Fire Lass in third.  
The Puppy trail was a long affair
on Wednesday, as they seemed to
be having trouble following the scent
with several reports of scales coming
back to the field from the road scouts.
Inspect eventually appeared on the
finish and raced home with his usual

flair.  Delta Swift was second and
Border Reign third.  
were the only three that managed

to get round. Saturday saw only four
entries in the pups but they seemed
to be getting on with the job, and as
they came on to the finish, three
hounds were together and had a
good race to the line with Delta Swift
finishing faster to win.  
It was a photo finish for second
where Border Reign just got his nose
in front on the stride to beat Tallulah.
Black Thorn was fourth.  On Saturday,
there was also a Senior Maiden trail
with four entries and after a few
scales early doors, Castle Clansman
and Lucky Charm were taking turns
to drive.  
The two of them came on to the
finish together and Lucky Charm
raced away for her first win of the
season with Clansman in second.
Frankel was next with Sea the Stars
a bit back in fourth. Proceeds from

tSaturday’s trail went to Haltwhistle
school and everyone is thanked for
their contributions and help.

RESULTS
Moss Peteril, May 14

Seniors
1. Jazzle 2. Delta Style 3. Fire Lass
4. Delta Scope 5. Border Prosper 6.
Splendid Sally
10 Ran Time 23.00

Senior Maidens
1. Lucky Charm 2. Castle Clansman
3. Frankel 4. Sea the Stars
4 Ran Time 25.04
Pups
1. Delta Swift 2. Border Reign 3.
Tallulah 4. Black Thorn
4 Ran Time 21.29

Moss Peteril, May 11

Seniors
1. Fire Lass 2. Delta Scope 3. Jazzle
4. Border Prosper 5. Splendid Sally
6. Delta Supreme
10 Ran Time 24.39
Pups
1. Inspect 2. Delta Swift 3. Border
Reign
7 Ran 3 Finished Time 28.55
All In
1. Border Pride 2. Lucky Charm 3.
Castle Clansman
8 Ran Time 20.43
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SUCCESS: Kevin and Michelle Jardine (far right) with winning horse N’golo and the team

Six-figure race in the bag for Canonbie-owned racehorse

Brian Shaw with Lucky Charm


