
The Langholm Initiative has
been thrown a lifeline in its
bid to secure the future of
the Tarras Valley nature 
reserve. 
There were fears that ambi-

tious plans to double the cur-
rent size of the reserve, by
buying another 5,300 acres
from Buccleuch Estates for
£2.2 million, could face a
shortfall of £450,000 by the
original May 31 deadline.
Now Buccleuch, one of Scot-

land’s largest landowners, has
offered an additional two
months for the Initiative to
pursue donations from large
funding bodies, pushing the
deadline to July 31.
The reserve, one of the UK’s

largest community-led nature
and climate projects, was es-
tablished last year, following
the successful first stage of
what is South Scotland’s
biggest community land buy-
out. This saw the community
defy the odds to raise £3.8
million to buy 5,200 acres
and six residential properties
from Buccleuch Estates in
March 2021.
The deadline extension raises

hopes that the Initiative will
be able to secure a single large
£1 million donation from a
major funder. Meanwhile its
surging public crowdfunding
platform, which has attracted
donations from thousands of
supporters from across the
world, is now verging on
£147,000. 

“This timely support from
Buccleuch gives us breathing
space to ensure our landmark
project for people and planet
doesn’t fall at the final hurdle
and highlights the value of
the positive working relation-
ship we’ve developed over
the past few years,” said Jenny
Barlow, Tarras Valley nature
reserve’s estate    manager.
“Despite the wonderful out-

pouring of support from people
worldwide, there was a real
risk we might have been some
£450,000 short on deadline
day – putting at risk our am-
bitious plans for tackling the
nature and climate emergen-
cies while boosting 
community regeneration.

>Turn to Page 2

Male returned as councillor
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Last gasp lifeline for
Tarras Valley project
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Two month extension agreed for £450,000 needed to secure buyout
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Langholm schoolgirl Rosie
Hogg, 15, has been awarded
the coveted Student of the
Year accolade by the Razza-
mataz Theatre School in
Carlisle.
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NEWS
IN BRIEF

NEWS

The world needs
more like Margaret

Tributes have been paid to
Margaret Cochrane, a well-
loved figure in Langholm and
Copshaw, who has died at
the age of 86.

Full story: Page 2

Langholm’s Rosie wins
Razzamataz award

There was heartbreak for
Langholm RFC after defeat
to Leith left them just one
point shy of promotion on
the last day of the season.

Full story: Page16

MOOR TIME: A two month extension gives Langholm Initiative renewed 
hope of achieving their ambitious £2.2m target

No promotion for
Langholm RFC

SPORT

By Penny Johnstone

Henry hands
over the reins

When Henry Jeffrey was elected Cornet back in 2019, he
quite reasonably expected to hold the position for a year.
Then came the Covid pandemic, and with it a three-year
delay in which Langholm Common Riding was postponed. 
Now, at long last, Henry, pictured above, is able to pass

on the famous old Standard to a new Cornet, who is to be
elected tomorrow. Three excellent candidates are champing
at the bit to take over – although they will be hoping their
reign will be the usual 12 months rather than Henry’s
three years.



Obituary
by Gilly Fraser

Some knew her as the
smiling, welcoming face
behind the counter in
Cochranes, who would
always have time to ask
how the family were do-
ing as she slipped a few
wee extra bits of fruit
or veg into the box or
bag. 
Some knew her as the

organist in the church or
pianist for Langholm
Common Riding Concerts
and LAODS perfor-
mances. Some knew her
as much-loved mum, 
sister, grandmother, aunt. 
But to all who knew

her, Margaret Howe was,
quite simply, a really 
special person. 
“The world could do

with more people like
Margaret.”
“She was so kind and

generous. She fairly lit
up a room just by being
in it.”
“She was one of the

nicest people you are ever
likely to meet.”
These were just some

of the tributes paid to
Margaret, who has died
aged 86. 
When Margaret was

born in Longtown at Esk
Bank, the Cochrane’s
family business was al-
ready well established. It
had been started as a small
nursery by her grandfather
and then moved to its cur-
rent site in 1906. Margaret
and her sister Anne took
it on when their father

died and it went from
strength to strength, earn-
ing a reputation that
brought customers in from
far and wide. 
Margaret’s grand-daugh-

ter Lorna Hogg has many
special memories.
“She was a real people

person,” she says. “So
kind and generous, soft-
natured. She always knew
people’s family histories
and could talk to everyone
and was really interested
in them. Her knowledge
of the area was amazing,
especially Langholm.
When I did home deliv-
eries I was forever ringing
her to ask where places
were.”

Highlight
Langholm Day Centre

Manager Sandra Graham
says it was always a high-
light of the day when
Margaret arrived with a
delivery of fruit and veg. 
“She was so lovely, you

couldn’t get a nicer per-
son,” Sandra says. “And
she was so good to 
everyone in Langholm,
not just the Day Centre.
She was a true Christian,
in the real meaning of the
word. If there were more
Margarets in the world,
what a much nicer place
it would be.”
Common Riding chair-

man Roger Maxwell says
Margaret was an excellent
pianist and really did them
proud playing for their
concerts over many years.
“She also provided the

flowers to decorate the
stage to make it look nice
for our concerts and I
don’t think she ever sent
us a bill for that,” he re-
calls.
“But the funny thing is,

even though she was such
a big part of the Common
Riding, she never actually
attended one, because she
was always working on
the Friday, and she was
too conscientious to take
the day off.”
Margaret was also 

highly valued by the
Langholm Amateur 

Operatic Dramatic Society
as longtime member Alan
Weatherstone remembers.
“Margaret was LAODS’

pianist for 30 years and
was a great influence and
encouragement to every-
one in the Society. She
was a perfect accompanist,
knowing exactly where
you needed some help and
was always there with
words of encouragement
when they were required.
She also took the blame
when you forgot your
words. Another angel gone
home.”
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Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

In Memoriam

Davina Hope
In loving memory of Davina Hope, our mum, nanny and
friend who left us on 19th May 2021.
Due to the covid regulations at the time, Davina did not
get the send off we would have liked to give her, as we all
miss her phone calls, the chat and the meet -ups she
regularly enjoyed.
Missed so much by Diane, David, Andrew, George, grand-
children Lyndsey, Ashleigh, Alex and all Davina's dearest
family and friends

'Those we love don't go away, 
they walk beside us every day. 

Unseen, unheard and always near, 
Still loved , still missed and very dear'

Church Notices

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church Services
Sunday 15th May
Langholm 10am

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Tel: 013873 73755.

Charity no. SCO11946

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale and

Canonbie Churches
welcome you to

Worship on Sunday
morning at 10am and

11:30 respectively. 
In line with

government guidance
Worshippers are

advised to do a Lateral
Flow test on Sunday
morning and will be

required to adhere to
current Covid
restrictions.

Rev Morag Crossan
on 07861736071 or
email mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk

Littering should be an alien concept for all
Anti-social littering is the bane of modern life, as youngsters from Langholm Primary
– who collected over 3kg of rubbish in just 30 minutes recently – will have discovered
for themselves last week. 
Yet, as we report in this week’s paper, one curious find amid the discarded cans and
bottles was a shopping bag chock full of bread, cheese and other tasty items. It’s not
the sort of thing your average litterbug would casually throw away – so why was it
there? 
Is it evidence of alien abduction? Was someone unwittingly enjoying a picnic in the
woods when they were suddenly beamed up to the Mother Ship? 
It may sound far-fetched – but then so does the idea of someone being so irresponsible
as to leave their lunch behind in a place of outstanding natural beauty.

54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

Family___________
Announcements

Contact us at the E&L:  Office 013873 80012
News Editor    Penny Johnstone    penny@eladvertiser.co.uk
Sales/Admin   Sharon Tolson         sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

‘The world could do with
more people like Margaret’

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
is part funded by

Dumfriesshire East
Community Benefit Group

and charitable trusts 
and individuals 
from the community 
of Langholm.

Margaret Howe of Cochranes was a friend to all

Tributes paid to much-loved Longtown lady

> From Page 1

“We now need all the support possible to
get this historic buyout over the line and
safeguard this land for future generations.”
Community regeneration and creating

new jobs through a nature-based approach
are central aims of the reserve project.
Globally important peatlands and ancient
woods are being restored, and native wood-
lands established, providing a haven for
wildlife, including hen harrier, short-eared
owl and merlin.
Benny Higgins, Buccleuch’s executive

chairman, said: “We’re pleased to be able
to extend the timescale for the Langholm
Initiative to raise the funds necessary to

make this second-phase community buyout
a reality.
“We have worked closely with them in

recent years and have been impressed by
their tenacity, vision, and co-operation to
bring their plans to fruition. 
“We hope this additional time will help

them in their quest to double the size of
Tarras Valley nature reserve and build on
the success achieved so far.”
The leading charities backing the buyout

include Borders Forest Trust, John Muir
Trust, Rewilding Britain, RSPB Scotland,
Scottish Wildlife Trust, Trees for Life, and
the Woodland Trust. Crowd funding dona-
tions can be made at bit.ly/Langholm-
MoorAppeal.

‘We have been impressed
by their tenacity and vision’



A knife-edge vote saw Denis
Male elected once again to
Dumfries & Galloway council
– although he unwittingly
missed his moment of tri-
umph.
Standing as an independent
candidate in Annandale East &
Eskdale, Mr Male beat incum-
bent Ron Tait by just 19 votes
in last week’s local elections,
polling 633 votes in stage seven
of the count.
The result was a reverse of
2017, when he was edged out
by Mr Tait. However Mr Male
missed the moment his victory
was confirmed, unaware that
the count on Friday was being
held in reverse. 
“It would have been nice to
have been there,” he said, “but
in some ways, it spared me the
angst and anguish of watching
it all happen.” 
As one of six independents
likely to hold the balance of
power in the new administra-
tion, Mr Male has his work cut
out.  Forty-three councillors
were elected with no party ma-
jority, and with Labour losing
two seats a Labour-SNP coali-
tion will no longer have a work-
ing majority. 
Mr Male said: “Working with
people like Richard Brodie of

the Liberal Democrats, I think
there could be an effective small
team that may even literally
hold control of the council.
Who knows? We’ll need to wait
to see what pans out.”
Mr Male has 29 years’ expe-
rience of working in local gov-
ernment on district and regional
councils and the new D&G
council, serving as depute con-
vener and then convener in
1998.

Priorities
Outlining his priorities, he
said: “I’ll do the job that needs
to be done, not just for
Langholm but for the whole
area I represent. The major
problem wherever you go is
roads. I think the council itself
needs to stand up to take on
the Scottish government to get
the funding it needs to sort the
roads.
“For Langholm, we need to
look at our windfarms and get
the flood scheme defences
ironed out, to find a scheme
the public can accept.” 
Elsewhere, fellow ward coun-
cillor, Scottish Conservative
Karen Curruthers, was returned
for a third time, winning a re-
sounding 1,140 votes in the
first stage. 

“I am relieved and over-
whelmed,” she said. “The elec-
torate has put their faith in me,
and I hope I can do them proud
going forward. It’s about work-
ing together for the sake of the
people.”
With fellow Conservative Ron
Tait losing his seat, Mrs Cur-
ruthers will have to cover the
entire the ward herself, stretch-
ing from Langholm to Gretna
and to Eaglesfield. 
“It does get a bit more difficult

now because obviously it’s a
large and rural area,” she said.
“I am not promising that I will
get to every meeting; however,
I will do my best and I’m up
for the challenge.”
Scottish Labour councillor
Archie Dryburgh was re-elected
for a fourth time, polling 880
votes in stage five. He will not
agree to a coalition with the
Conservatives but thinks they
and Labour can work together.
“I wish Ron well in the future,”

he said. “I’ve worked with 
Denis in the past and I’m sure
we’ll work together across the
whole ward.” 
The Scottish Conservatives
won the most seats, retaining
16. The SNP held 11 seats and
the Lib Dems retained one.
Scottish Labour lost two coun-
cillors, returning nine. The In-
dependents gained two further
seats, returning six councillors.
The Scottish Greens failed to
win a seat. 

Following the local govern-
ment elections, Hawick and
Hermitage ward has two new
councillors. 
Jane Cox won her seat for
the Scottish Conservatives with
560 votes, and Annette Smart

polled 509 votes for the SNP.
Both were selected in stage six
of the count, in an election
where local turnout was low at
43.5 percent. 
The biggest winner on the
night was Independent Watson

McAteer, who polled an im-
pressive 1,477 votes in the first
round, giving him a third term
on Scottish Borders Council. 
He said: “My key priorities
are to push ahead to ensure
flood protection measures are

in place as soon as possible
and to increase the pace and
commitment to extending the
Borders Railway to Hawick
and to include Newcastleton
and then onto Carlisle.
“I will also be heavily in-
volved in supporting and man-
aging the impact of rural poverty
which is currently bad enough
but destined to get much worse
with huge energy price hikes.”
Cllr Cox said she hoped all
three ward councillors could
work together. 
“My priorities include rein-
stating the railway down to
Hawick and then to Newcastle-
ton, which is vital as it will al-
low people to travel further for
work and remove the timber
lorries from the roads around
the Hermitage. Flooding also
needs to be resolved,” she said.
New SNP councillor Annette
Smart was also approached for
comment.
Thirty-four members were
elected to Scottish Borders

Council, with no party majority.
The Scottish Conservatives won
the most seats but lost one,
leaving them with 14. The SNP
retained nine seats. Seven In-
dependents were returned, one
less than before. The Scottish
Lib Dems gained a seat, raising
their tally to three. The Scottish
greens won their first seat in
the Borders in the Galashiels
and District ward. There was
no seat for Scottish Labour. 

Thursday April 14, 2022  3

£70k for
windfarm
funding
Two Langholm-based initiatives
have secured over £65,000 in the
latest round of community funding
from the Ewe Hill wind farm.
The Langholm Community Cen-
tre secured £30,000 for internal
improvements, while Langholm
Alliance was allocated £35,700
over two years to promote tourism
to the town. 
They are among 12 projects in
Eskdale and southern Annandale
to benefit from a £174,000 cash
pot, including Muckle Town Me-
dia, publisher of the E&L Ad-
vertiser, which received £4,750
to train a new assistant editor.
The Dumfriesshire East Com-
munity Benefit Group (DECBG)
said four awards were made for
improved play and recreation fa-
cilities, including £20,000 for
new play equipment at Middlebie
Play Park, and £9,750 towards
improvements for the school play-
ing area at Hoddom Primary
School. Meanwhile Lockerbie Ice
Rink received £24,000 for the
refurbishment of toilets, and
Springfield and Gretna Green
Community Asset Trust was grant-
ed £20,700 to upgrade their play-
ing field.
Jamie Dent, community officer
at DECBG, said: “The £174,000
will make a significant contribu-
tion to grassroots projects and
will help improve community life
as we try to reconnect following
the upheaval of the last two years.
“These projects are brilliant ex-
amples of how local communities
are using Ewe Hill’s community
benefit funds to deliver projects
that really matter and make a dif-
ference for local people.”  
The next deadline for applica-
tions to ScottishPower Renew-
ables’ Ewe Hill 16 fund is July
31. Mr Dent is asking anyone
with ideas for projects to contact
him at jamie@decbg.org.uk for
help in developing them and
sourcing funding.
The details of the application
process for the next round of
funding which closes at the end
of July can be found online at
decbg.org.uk.

Male is back as just 19
votes decide council seat
Ron Tait ousted in Ward 12 by returning independent candidate
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McAteer wins big to secure third
term in Hawick and Hermitage

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

RETURN: Denis Male is back on the council
after an election decided by 19 votes.

NEWS
IN BRIEF

Hawick and Hermitage councillors Jane Cox (CON), Annette Smart (SNP) and Watson McAteer (INP).
Photo credit: AndersonDrummond Photography.

REVERSE: Ron Tait is out after five years serving the
community in Annandale East and Eskdale
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Sickening!

Consumers have been
warned to avoid illegally-
sourced game after the
butchered carcasses of five
roe deer were discovered
near Langholm.
The remains were found

dumped in woodland next to
the B709 earlier this month,
and it is thought poachers may
be planning to sell the highly-
prized meat to restaurants or
shops.
However as well as being

an offence, experts say the
way the carcass is subsequently
handled could present a risk
to health. 
It is common practice for

poachers to hang carcass in a
tree overnight so that it can
be retrieved the following day
with no gun in the vehicle.
According to the Food Stan-
dards Agency this can lead to
the contamination of the meat.
A spokesman said: “The main

hazards that may occur in meat
are harmful food poisoning
bacteria, including E.coli O157,
salmonella and campylobac-
ter.
“Additionally, offering wild

game which has not been pro-
duced in accordance with the
Food Safety regulations is an
offence.’’
According to the British Deer

Society, deer poaching is on
the rise across the UK, with
as many as 50,000 killed ille-
gally each year by poachers.
The poachers are normally
part of organised criminal
gangs who shoot the animals
at night, either while they are
dazed by bright torch lights,
or using  sophisticated thermal
imaging rifle scopes.
“Poachers have little regard

for the deer or the law often
employing cruel and illegal
methods, and leaving wounded
or orphaned animals behind

them,” a spokesman said.
“These criminals can leave

the public, farmers and
landowners feeling scared and
intimidated. Incidents often
see offenders trespassing with
firearms, shooting at an unclear
target and against an unknown
backstop. 
“In addition, dogs may also

be used to chase and attack
deer as well as the use of cruel
snares and traps.
“The amount of under-re-

porting of poaching and other
rural crime means that it is
important that anyone living
in, working in, or simply vis-
iting the countryside, reports
all incidents.”
The Langholm carcasses – a

mix of male and female roe
deer – were discovered on
May 2. Anyone with informa-
tion should contact Police 
Scotland on 101, quoting
PDG0093440522

Health warning after deer found butchered

Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or

email your comments to penny@eladvertiser.co.uk
In the interests of space, the editor reserves the right 

to shorten letters where necessary

A privilege
to have earned
your trust
I would like, through the
courtesy of your columns, to say
thank you to the residents of
Annandale East and Eskdale to
for the trust shown in me at the
recent D&G Council Elections.
I regard it as a really great

privilege and honour to have been
elected to represent you all.
I can assure you that I will do my

utmost to solve any problems that
are given to me by yourselves and
you will always get an answer to
your request.
I would like to congratulate

Karen and Archie on their re-
election to the council and hope

that we can work together for the
good of Annandale East and
Eskdale.
If you wish to contact me then

my email address is
denis.male@dumgal.gov.uk.  My
telephone number is
07795926778. I can also be
reached on Messenger, by text or
on WhatsApp.

Denis R. Male
Neidpath, Walter Street,
Langholm,  DG13 0AX

___________________

Candidate
thanks
I wish to thank the electorate of the
Hawick and Hermitage ward for
voting for me in the recent council

election, your support on the day
was very much appreciated.

Although the result was not the
one I wanted, I thoroughly enjoyed
the campaign, meeting with so
many of the electorate on their
own doorstep and discussing many
local issues important to you, the
people who are the lifeblood of
our community. 

The encouragement by so many
was very humbling and as a result,
I will look forward to a future
election.

I also wish to congratulate our
elected councillors and hope that
they can all work together for the
benefit of all who live in Hawick
and Hermitage.

Cameron Knox 
Independent candidate

VIEW FROM THE

CHAMBER
with

David Mundell MP

Congratulations to 
new councillors
I offer my warm congratula-

tions to all the councillors who
secured seats on Dumfries and
Galloway Council after last
week’s local government 
elections.
Credit should also go to the

unsuccessful candidates for
putting their head above the para-
pet for the cut and thrust of cam-
paigning during this vital part
of our democratic process.
Local government plays an im-

portant part in our lives and I
was impressed by how hard-
fought the local contests were,
whilst, importantly, all partici-
pants showed due courtesy and
respect for one another.
I look forward to working close-

ly with all the successful candi-
dates in Annandale East and Es-
kdale: my Conservative colleague
Karen Carruthers along with
Labour’s Archie Dryburgh and
Independent Denis Male.
I must also pay tribute to out-

going councillor Ronnie Tait,
who narrowly missed holding
the seat in a very competitive
field, and thank him for his work
for his constituents over the last
five years.
Having served as a councillor

in my younger days, I know
first-hand what a satisfying role
it can be and, potentially, what
a positive impact can be achieved
for local communities.

A valuable step forward
I’ve pleased recently to have

supported the Down Syndrome

Act in its recent passage through
the Houses of Commons and
Lords. 
It makes it a legal requirement

in England and Wales for indi-
viduals with Down Syndrome
to have their social care needs
met and my firm hope is that
similar legislation will be intro-
duced at the Scottish Parliament. 
Amongst many measures for

improved life-long support con-
tained in the Westminster legis-
lation is a requirement on every
school to meet the needs of
Down Syndrome pupils and for,
where possible, a choice of
school.  
A recent Holyrood motion,

proposing measures similar to
the Down Syndrome Act, re-
ceived cross-party support and I
hope this valuable progress can
be replicated through Scottish
legislation. I know this would
be greatly appreciated by families
in the constituency.

Fitting celebration on
Whita Hill

While listening to the Queen’s
Speech this week, my thoughts
were also on the celebrations
taking place at the beginning of
next month to mark The Queen’s
impressive and remarkable 70
years on the throne.
A good number of events over

the Platinum Jubilee Bank Hol-
iday are planned across the con-
stituency and I’m sure there will
be great enthusiasm for the bea-
con on the evening of June 2 on
the Whita Hill above Langholm.

Letters to the Editor
Shooters
should stay on
MOD range
I read with interest the ar-
ticle about Over Cassock
rifle range. At no time has
the community council been
invited to the range and the
chairman has certainly not
been included in the 30 in-
vitations mentioned.
As previously reported

(E&L, February 24), he of-
fered to facilitate a public
discussion with the developers
and has had no response. 
Safety and the protection

of the public remain at the

top of the list of concerns
about ultra long-range com-
petitive target shooting in Es-
kdalemuir. Such ranges are
recent developments and bear
no resemblance to the rifle
ranges used for competitive
shooting, which tend to be
totally enclosed and no greater
than 100 meters in length.  
Whilst the E&L may be 

content with reassurances
from range operators and
users, many people believe
that the public deserves some-
thing better than the say so
of those with a vested interest.  
I hazard a guess that more

folk are happy to live without
ultra long-range competitive
target shooting in our beau-
tiful landscape than to live

with it. The Fifty Calibre
Shooters Association, opera-
tors of Over Cassock range,
are based in Warcrop, where
they can already access the
huge Ministry of 
Defence Firing range. One
can't help wondering if they'd
not be better off staying there
to practice their hobby, and
the peace of these hills be
maintained to be enjoyed by
walkers, riders and those seek-
ing respite from the hustle
and bustle of the modern
world.

Nick Jennings, 
via email

BUTCHERED: The remains of five roe deer were discovered in woodland near Langholm

Expert Sheds
some light
on growing
movement

Men’s Sheds were on the agen-
da at a meeting last week of
Langholm Probus Club.
More than 40 members gath-

ered at the Eskdale Hotel for a
talk by Lockerbie Shed co-or-
dinator Ken Harvey. 
Mr Harvey began with a short

history of the Shed movement
worldwide and a review of
Sheds in Scotland, outlining
the development of the Locker-
bie Shed and his own personal
journey through the process. 
It was a tale of ups and downs,

the challenges that were en-
countered, and how the Shed-
ders together successfully met
them. The audience also learned
about the encouraging amount
of support for Sheds that exists
from local and Scottish gov-
ernment and financial institu-
tions. 
Mr Harvey was also keen to

underline input from charities,
churches, grants, trusts, busi-
nesses and individuals in the
locality that have helped to get
the Shed running, and some
of the many things Shedders
can give back to their commu-
nity.
To find out more about the

Scottish Men’s Shed Association
visit SSMSA.org. Anyone in-
terested in getting involved can
contact Brian Hinchcliffe by
email at: 
hinchie1945@outlook.com

NEWS
IN BRIEF
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Cornet faces nervous
wait for special knock

EWAN ALEXANDER 
PATTERSON

Ewan, 22, works in forestry.
His parents are David and Fiona
Patterson, and his uncle David
McVittie was Cornet in 1996.
He has also helped with the
greybeards on the hill on Com-
mon Riding day for a number
of years. Ewan joined the Castle
Craigs in 2017, before going
on to ride the Benty and Castle
Craigs in 2018, and riding the
Benty, Craigs and the Common
Riding in 2019. He plays rugby
for Langholm, and enjoys the
social side of the town, including
the myriad of walks in the area.
____________________

RUAIRI CALLUM 
HOTSON

Builder Ruairi, 21, is a keen
horseman who joined the Castle
Craigs in 2009 at the age of
eight, before going on to ride
the Common Riding in 2013 at
12, and has been a familiar face
in the parades and rideouts ever
since. His parents are Kevan
and Wendy Hotson, and his 
father was Cornet in 1990. Ruairi
plays football for Langholm 
Legion FC and recently became
a retained firefighter at
Langholm fire station.

Three Langholm lads set their sights on Common Riding 2022
By Gilly Fraser

A knock on the door will
decide the course of the
next year for one of the
three candidates hoping to
be Langholm Cornet 2022. 
Because tomorrow night

only one of the three will
open the door to see the two
previous Cornets – now in
their roles as left and right
hand men – standing there. 
Although it’s a longstanding

tradition that the candidates
do not attend the count, which
is held backstage at the 
Buccleuch Centre, Common
Riding chairman Roger
Maxwell says some things
have changed a little bit over
the years.
“The year I was lucky

enough to be elected, I think
there was only my mum and
me in the house,” he recalled.
“Nowadays I think the can-

didates might have quite a
gathering of people in their
house waiting to hear, though
they might not get much of a
party, if they get a disap-
pointing result.
“It is an exciting night for

the town and particularly this
year when we haven’t had a
Common Riding for the past
two years. A lot of people
have told me they’re really
looking forward to it.”
This is Roger’s final year

as chairman, and he’s 
determined to make the very
most of it.
“By the time I finish, I will

have done 21 years as chair-
man. It’s a good time to stop
because the Common Riding
is in a really strong position
with members who work re-
ally hard and are both en-
thusiastic and dedicated. So
I know I can step away and
leave it in really good hands.

Newtown St Boswells Campus 
*Open Day 10.00 am - 12.00 noon,  Plant Sale 10.00 am - 4.00 pm

Course advice and information  • Tours • Demonstrations  • Funding  • Student Association activities  • SDS  • DYW • Apprenticeships • Refreshments  

(l to r) HOPEFULS: Stuart Tedham, Ewan Patterson and Ruairi Hotson nervously await tomorrow night’s result
Photo by K Latimer Photography
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Candidates’
profiles

By Katherine Latimer

STUART JAMES
ALBERT TEDHAM

Stuart, 32, is a customer team
member at Langholm Co-Op,
and first rode the Common 
Riding in 2013 before joining
the Castle Craigs in 2014. He
has also served on the Common

Riding Committee since 2012.
He has a keen interest in local
history and has written many
historical articles for the Eskdale
& Liddesdale Advertiser, as
well as being an administrator
on the Langholm Nostalgia
Facebook group. His parents
are Colin and Amy Tedham. 

Candidates’
profiles

By Katherine Latimer

Voting will be held at the
Buccleuch Centre from
6pm until 8pm on Friday,
May 13.
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Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES
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C&D Auction Marts Limited had for-
ward 5,837 sheep comprising of
3,698 prime hoggs, 62 spring lambs
and 2,077 cast ewes & rams at their
weekly sale at Longtown on Thurs-
day 5th May 2022.

A smaller offering of cattle was for-
ward and continued to sell at recent
rates, topping at £1,155 for a Gal-
loway from S Busby & Co., Unthank,
Langholm.

A larger show of 62 spring lambs
were forward, topping at £150 and
357ppk for a pen of Texel lambs con-
signed by R Johnston, Kimmeter
Green, Annan.  

A smaller show of 3,698 prime
hoggs were forward

Beltex hoggs topped the price per
kilo at 355p from TC Findlay & Son,
Petty Farm, Fyvie.

Top price per head of £200 for Bel-
tex hoggs shown by CJ Roots, Kiln-
ford Croft, Dumfries.

An overall sale average of
273.1ppk (SQQ 283.8ppk) was
achieved.

PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER KILO)
Beltex 355p, 349p Petty Farm, 327p
Pasture House, 320p West Mickleth-
waite.  
Hill Cheviot 323p Borlum Farmhouse,
316p, 307p Balmaglester, 306p White-
croft Mains & Girnwood, 305p Balma-
glester, 304p Borlum Farmhouse, 303p
Towiemore.   
Texel 317p Soilzarie Farmhouse, 316p
Perry Farm, 314p Balmaglester, 306p
Towiemore, 305p Glendoe Estate & East
Raffles, 304p Gallowberry & Mallsgate
Hall.
Blackface 300p Towiemore, 293p
Heathery Hall, 291p Glenshanna, 290p
Saulmore & Heathery Hall.    
Herdwick 295p Orthwaite Hall, 293p
Bridge End, 290p Orthwaite Hall, 286p
Ashley Park.
Suffolk 295p Heathery Hall, 294p
Towiemore, 293p, 284p South Road,
284p Rigfoot.
Charollais 292p New Cottage.  
Mule 289p, 280p Glendoe Estate, 280p
Riggshield, 278p West Newlands, 276p
Riggshield.

North Country Cheviot 287p Wester-
loch.  
Easycare 280p, 279p Easter Denhead.
PRINCIPAL PRICE (PER HEAD)
Beltex £200 Kilnford Croft, £171 Drum-
cairn, £164, £154 High Airyolland, £152
Drumcairn, £150 High Aketon.
Suffolk £160 Kilnford Croft, £147 Beck-
foot, £142 Chesters Brae, £140 South
Port O Spittal.
Texel £158 Becks, £153 Sherwens Ter-
race, £152 High Aketon & Ashley Park,
£150 Catslackburn & Riggshield.
Blue du Maine £152 Mossband Hall.  
Hill Cheviot £142 Catslackburn, £140,
£139 Becks, £138 Catslackburn,
£137.50, £137, £136 Creca Hall.   
North Country Cheviot £140 Longoe,
£138 Aimshaugh.
Mule £131 North Corrielaw, £129 Bal-
maglester & Wood Farm, £127 Galley-
wreay, £126.50 Shield Farm, Peela Hill
& Soilzarie Farmhouse.   
Charollais £130.50 Creca Hall.
Blackface £128 Balliemeanoch,
£126.50 Soilzarie Farmhouse, £125
Burnhouse.   

A smaller show of 2,077 ewes were
forward
Heavy ewes sold to £260 for Texel
ewes from Messrs Peterkin, Barn-
yards, Beauly.
Mule ewes sold to a top of £143 from
GM & C Walton, Allensgreen, Bardon
Mill.
Hill ewes topped at £133 for
Cheviots from Gillesbie Farms,
Lockerbie with Blackface ewes sell-
ing at £124 from Wanwood Partners,
Wanwood Hill, Alston.
Rams topping at £235 for Texels
from The Firm of L Macvie & Co.,
Langton Lees, Duns.
All quantities of ewes are required
for this week’s sale and more ewes
can be sold on a weekly basis to
vendor’s advantage with an un-
precedented demand here at Long-
town. Please do not hesitate to
contact our auctioneers, who will be
pleased to take your calls for further
entries or enquiries

HEAVY EWES
Texel £260 Barnyards, £230 Beckfoot,
£222 Wood Farm, £220 Mossband Hall
& Aimshaugh, £218 Kilnford Croft &
Peela Hill.     
Charollais £185 Beckfoot.   
Beltex £174 High Airyolland, £170
Beckfoot.   
Rouge £230 Beckfoot.
Suffolk £218 Kilnford Croft, £195 Beck-
foot.  
Zwartble £180 Holmlea.  
Bluefaced Leicester £174 Clarilaw.     
Mule £143 Allensgreen, £137 Staffler,
£135 Oaklands, £134 Frankstown.     
North Country Cheviot £157 Lower
Gills, £147 Aimster, £145 Longoe, £143
Aimster.
Cheviot Mule £138 East Raffles.

LIGHT EWES
Hill Cheviot £133 Gillesbie, £130
Crossdykes, £129 Aimshaugh, £128
Gillesbie.  
Blackface £124 Wanwood Hill, £120
Allensgreen, £119 North Corrielaw,
£117 Barron House.  

Swaledale £100 Morley Hill & Aldery
Terrace, £94 North Middleton.
RAMS
Texel £235 Langton Lees, £212 Brown
Hill, £200 Commonside.
Suffolk £218 Lynnshield.  
Bluefaced Leicester £185 Peela Hill.   
North Country Cheviot £180 Lower
Gills.  
Dorset £178 Beckfoot.  
Cheviot £145 Commonside, £132 Bal-
maglester.   
Blackface £132 Chirdon.   

Averages:
Hoggs
Light to           295.0p (253.3p)
Standard to      355.0p (286.3p)
Medium to      327.0p (284.1p)
Heavy to         317.0p (252.6p)
Ewes
Light to           £133.00 (£83.77) 
Heavy to         £260.00 (£131.69)
Rams to           £235.00 (£132.91)

Around the marts

UK farmers are being held
back by a lack of rural con-
nectivity. 
That’s the claim from the Na-

tional Farmers' Union (NFU),
following a recent survey of
over 800 of its members.
Less than 40 per cent of re-

spondents to the Digital Tech-
nology Survey said their broad-
band speed was sufficient for
the needs of their business –
two percent down on the NFU's
corresponding 2021 survey.
“It makes for very disappoint-

ing reading," said NFU vice
president David Exwood.
“This lack of digital connec-

tivity puts a huge drain on time
and efficiency as we’re effec-
tively working with one arm
tied behind our backs.”
The results show very little

progress has been made over
the past year to increase levels
of broadband and mobile access
in rural areas despite government
promises to level up the coun-
try.
The survey also found that 83

percent of respondents are unable
to get reliable mobile signal in
all outdoor locations on their
farm, with only 44 percent saying
their phone signal is sufficient
for the needs of their business.

“Farming, like every other
business, needs access to reliable
broadband and mobile connec-
tions,” Mr Exwood added. 
“They are vital to running

modern day food and farming
business, impacting everything
from accessing data and utilising
technology to communicating
with suppliers and keeping
workers safe on farm.
“Yet, poor connectivity re-

mains a real issue for farmers
across the country at a time
when they are working hard to
boost efficiency and productivity
in the face of rising costs.
“It puts farm businesses at a

disadvantage, ultimately pre-
venting us from increasing pro-
duction of sustainable, affordable
British food for markets both
at home and abroad."

Close the digital
divide says NFU

Alliance chief claims that
hunting bill will hit farmers 
The Scottish director of
the Countryside Alliance
has described the pro-
posed Hunting with Dogs
(Scotland) as “extremely
damaging” to the rural 
sector.
Jake Swindells claims the

Bill, which will see the re-
duction of flushing dogs to
just two, instead of a full
pack, will have a severe effect
on both farm stock and
wildlife if it passes without
key amendments.
“As the Scottish Govern-

ments’ independently-com-
missioned report from Lord
Bonomy confirms, this will
seriously reduce the effec-
tiveness of dogs when con-
trolling fox populations,” said
Mr Swindells. “Farmers and
conservationists will be the
first to suffer.”
Having entered the com-

mittee stage, the Bill will now
be scrutinised by each party
making up the Rural Affairs,
Islands and Natural Environ-
ment (RAINE) Committee.
This is the first of three main
stages that will pass until the
Bill is voted on by the Scottish

Government.
Mr Swindells says other ar-

eas of concern are the fi-
nancial and practical impli-
cations of applying for a li-
cence to use more than two
dogs – a cost that will have
to be met by the landowner
and applicant.
“This is not to mention the

time and effort in gathering

the evidence required for a
licence to be approved,” he
said. “While this evidence is
being gathered, livestock is
being lost and further pres-
sure will mount on those who
need fox populations man-
aged.
“With pressure from the

Green party - who are com-
mitted to seeing a full ban

on hunting with dogs in any
form - the SNP are also re-
sponding to ill-informed public
opinion. It is said that the
majority of people in Scotland
wish to see hunting with dogs
banned but, unfortunately,
these same people largely
have little understanding of
the countryside and just how
important predator control is
to farmers and land man-
agers.
“What the Scottish Govern-

ment fails to realise is that
their actions are going to se-
riously harm the rural sector,
and it may be irreversible.” 
A government report, pub-

lished the day before the Bill
was released, states that if
fox populations are not de-
creased then the Capercaillie
will be wiped out within the
next 30 years. 
“How the SNP can expect

to make a positive impact
on the conservation status
of such iconic species, by
tying the hands of those who
are responsible for the
preservation and promotion
of such species, is just ridicu-
lous,” said Mr Swindells.

Jake Swindells is Scottish Director of the Countryside Alliance

David Exwood NFU vice president
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Shopping-bag shock
for Primary pickers

Youngsters from Langholm Primary School took
part in a litter pick last week – clearing up nearly
three kilos of rubbish from the town’s streets.
Face masks, cans, plastic bottles, and even a

shopping bag full of food were among the items
collected by members of the school’s Eco Group
during a 30-minute tour around Holmwood Park
and Galaside Woods.
“The children were shocked to find how much

litter they found in such a short time,” said senior
clerical assistant Diane Hay. “Most shocking was
the shopping bag, which contained a loaf of bread,
rolls and cheese!
“We hope that we can spread the word to the

community to put your rubbish in a bin.”
The Eco Group plan to do a litter pick once a

month as part of their bid to achieve a Green Flag
award. 
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CLEAN-UP: Langholm Primary children on litter patrol at 
Holmwood Woods last week

   
     

  

   
    

    

 
 

                

Caring for 
your hearing 
at home

Did you know that we now offer free home hearing  
tests in your area? That means you’ll have all the same 
service and care you’d have in store, as well as a choice  
of great-value products, like hearing aids from £495.

To find out more, call us on 0800 731 9766 or 
visit specsavers.co.uk/home-hearing-tests

Puppy breeding on rise
The Scottish SPCA says the number of calls concerning low
welfare dog breeding shot up by more than a third in the past
year. More than 1,000 calls were made to the charity's animal
helpline in 2021 compared to 702 calls in 2020.
In 2021, their special investigations unit launched 522 cases

into puppy dealing and 22 investigations into puppy farming.
The port at Cairnryan has been of particular concern to the

Scottish SPCA in recent years, with many dogs being smuggled
in from Ireland and other parts of Europe.
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Walking the length of Hadri-
an’s Wall is an ambition
held by many – but few
would travel nine and a
half thousand miles to
achieve it. However, that’s
exactly what Judith Walsh
did and she says it was
well worth the journey. 
Judith grew up in New-
castleton but went to Australia
in 2000 and now lives in 
Melbourne. Family ties and
the lure of home bring her
back to the Holm quite often,
but Covid put a stop to that
over the past couple of years. 
So, when Judith was finally
able to plan another trip back
to Blighty, she decided to
make it an epic one – even
though an earlier marathon
walk with Pamela Stewart, a
friend since Primary School
days, had not exactly been
a blazing success.
“Three years ago, to mark
our 50th birthdays, we did
St Cuthbert’s Way together,”
Judith says, “and it was the
wettest August in the history
of mankind. We were soaked
from the minute we started,
right till we finished, but we
did it, and that set us thinking
about doing another walk.”
In January this year, Judith
and Pamela started seriously
planning their next venture,
and chose Hadrian’s Way.
“Pamela organised all the
accommodation along the
route and we got a company
called Hadrian’s Haul to take
our luggage to the various
stops, so we could travel
light. We decided to do coast
to coast rather than just the
Wall itself, so we started at
Tynemouth and walked to
Wallsend which is the official
start of Hadrian’s Way. Most
people recommend doing the
walk west to east but we did
it the other way round as we
wanted to finish on the west
coast.”
With the extra section
added on, Judith reckons
they walked around 93 miles
in total. There were several
challenges along the way but
one day was to prove partic-
ularly arduous.
“The day we went from the
village of Once Brewed all
the way to Walton was the
toughest. We did 20 miles in
total and we hit the highest

part of the Wall at Winshields
and that was hard on the
legs. We were toiling for the
last five miles.”
Judith says they saw some
spectacular scenery and also
had a few surprises– like wit-
nessing a cow giving birth
and spotting a bit of ancient
graffiti on the Wall – probably
the handiwork of a bored 
Roman soldier all those
centuries ago. 
“We took a picture of the
writing and showed it to the
people at Birdoswald and
they confirmed that it proba-
bly had been done by a 
centurion.
“The most amazing thing
really is seeing sections of
the Wall, not surrounded by
fences or protected in any
way but just being there.
Knowing it’s been there for
so many years can actually
make you quite emotional
and really connected to the
country.”
Fortunately, the two intrepid
walkers were blessed with
good weather this time, with
bright dry days and gentle
breezes. They both agree
it’s given them a taste to do
more, so now they’re plan-
ning to do the Pennine Way.
However, as it’s nearly 270
miles long. Judith says they’ll
do it in stages – maybe
spread over several trips
home from Australia. 

Two pals go Roman roaming
Copshaw lassies tell Gilly Fraser all about their Hadrian’s hike

1900 years
of 

HADRIAN’S
WALL

A World Heritage Site since
1987, Hadrian’s Wall is an
astounding feat of 
engineering. It’s the best
known and the best pre-
served frontier of the 
Roman Empire. When
Hadrian’s men set out to
construct it they were faced
with a relentlessly 
challenging and variable
landscape to conquer.
Not the fierce torrents of
fast rivers, the hard rock
of the Whin Sill, nor mile
upon mile of rolling hills
would defeat them. The
Wall is Britain’s most im-
pressive and most impor-
tant Roman monument.
Together with the Antonine
Wall and the Upper 
German Raetian Limes, it
forms part of the UNESCO
World Heritage Site ‘Fron-
tiers of the Roman 
Empire.’

For more information
on Hadrian’s Wall

and Vindolanda go to
www.vindolanda.com

INTREPID: Judith Walsh from Melbourne and Pamela Stewart from Langholm walked the length of Hadrian’s Wall

AMAZING: The iconic Sycamore Gap provides a popular rest stop for walkers along the 73-mile Hadrian’s Wall

GRAFFITI: Is this the handiwork of a bored Roman soldier?

Langholm’s Rosie wins
top Razzamataz award
A stage-struck teenager
from Langholm has won
the top award at one of the
north’s leading theatre
schools.
Rosie Hogg, 15, who has
been a pupil at Razzamataz
in Carlisle since she was
three, was crowned Rebecca
Rennie Student of the Year
in recognition of her hard
work, dedication and love for
the theatre.
It’s the latest accolade in a
budding theatrical career in
which she has already per-
formed in London’s West End
and is due to appear again
next year. 
“When I found out I had

received the Student of the
Year Award, I felt so proud,”
Rosie said. 
“I have worked so hard over
the past few years, and I am
so grateful to Razzamataz
for how much they have
helped me to grow. I’m ex-
cited to see what my next
few years have in store.” 
Razzamataz offers a wide
range of dance, drama and
singing classes to children
from the age of two, including

current trends and all areas
of the performing arts, from
classic West End musical
theatre to street dance, pop
singing and acting for 
camera. 
The Rebecca Rennie Award
is named after a 22-year-old
woman from Newcastleton,
who worked in the theatre
school’s head office for many
years. She died in a road
accident on her way to work
in 2011.
Razzamataz principal 
Debbie Mitchell said: “We re-
named the Student of The
Year award after her, as it
stands for everything Rebec-
ca stood for: loyal, hardwork-
ing, passionate and 
dedicated.

Inspiring

“And Rosie is an inspiring
young lady, who’s dedication
and passion for performing
arts shines through in every-
thing she does.” 
Rosie’s parents, Michael and
Anita, said they made the
commitment many years ago
to take their daughter to

Carlisle several times a week,
to allow her to pursue her
dream. 
“She was singing as soon
as she could talk,” Michael
said.
Every two or three years,
Razzamataz makes it possible
for its students to perform 
excerpts of West End hits on
the big stage in London in
front of a full house. Rosie
has performed at Her

Majesty’s Theatre twice and
in February will appear in the
hit musical Six at the Shaftes-
bury Theatre. 
“My favourite performance
so far was in London in 2020,
when we performed in the
musical Jamie,” Rosie said.
“I enjoy all aspects of musical
theatre, but I love dancing the
most. I hope to enter the mu-
sical theatre industry once I
finish my education.”

DEDICATED: Rosie receives her award from Razzamataz principal 
Debbie Mitchell

STAR QUALITY: Rosie Hogg from Langholm has already performed
twice in London’s West End.

Two friends who donned
kilts and walking boots for
22 miles for charity say
they “walked the walk and
talked the talk all the way.”
Catherine Lithgow and Lois
Lane, who also pushed a
blinged-up shopping trolley,
joined thousands of others
in the Glasgow Kiltwalk last
weekend.
The annual event aims to
raise thousands of pounds
for nearly 700 Scottish char-
ities, with every penny topped
up by 50 percent by the
Hunter Foundation. These
include the MS Society and
Macmillan Cancer Support
– causes close to both ladies’
hearts. 
Setting off from Glasgow
Green, the pair were cheered
on by well-wishers as they
made their way along the

banks of the Clyde.
“The scenery was beautiful,
the weather was exceptional
with sun, clear blue skies
and a light welcome breeze
from the water,” said 
Catherine, who was also
wearing her trademark traffic
cone hat.
“There were numerous
pairs of nesting swans, who
didn't appear overjoyed at
the disruption to their Sunday
morning by 10,000 walkers
passing them by. My trolley
and cone hat were often re-
marked upon, with some
wondering if I was shopping
along the way. And I did gath-
er a few snacks!”
In 2006, Catherine’s 
husband was diagnosed with
MS and since then she has
devoted her spare time to
raising funds for research

into a cure.  Just over 10
years ago Lois was 
diagnosed with mouth cancer
and received successful
treatment. 
“It was a very difficult time
in my life, but I was offered
the support of a Macmillan
counsellor, who I could 
message and talk to when
needed,” Lois said. 
For the past two years dur-
ing Covid, the pair have com-
pleted virtual walks in Canon-
bie and Langholm. Catherine
completed her first Kiltwalk
for MS Society in Edinburgh
in 2019 and then she joined
Lois for one in Dumfries for
Macmillan Cancer Support. 
By March this year, Cather-
ine had raised £10,500 for
Multiple Sclerosis by walking,
abseiling and organising
tombola and sales tables at

charity events. She first wore
her famous red cone hat
whilst walking on Arran. She
has also completed Hadrian’s
Wall, Great Glen Way and
St Cuthbert’s Way, all in aid
of her fundraising.
The pair managed to cover
all 22.7 miles of the Glasgow
Kiltwalk at an average speed
of 17-20 minutes per mile.
And after a nip of whisky
and a curry, they danced to
the Red Hot Chilli Pipers.
Lois raised about £400 for

Macmillan Cancer Support
and Catherine just under
£800 for the Multiple 
Sclerosis Society.
“A huge thank you to 
everyone who bought eggs,
tablet, bric-a-brac, had a go
on the tombola and who
sponsored us,” Catherine
said.

Kiltwalking pals take 22-mile
charity event in their stride

ALL SMILES: Catherine, left, and Lois helped raise thousands for charity 
in this year’s tartan-clad Glasgow Kiltwalk



www.eladvertiser.co.ukEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser10  Thursday May 12, 2022

Probus
stalwart
honoured
Peter McManus was honoured
for his valuable work as secre-
tary and treasurer over 15 years
at a meeting of Canonbie Probus
Club last month.

President John Mitchell pre-
sented Peter with a hand-made
burr elm pen stand, complete
with a pen and a brass plaque,
in recognition of a first-class
job since 2007.  Applauded by
all present, Peter said was very
pleased to have been of help
and will continue to enjoy com-
ing to meetings.

____________________

Majority in
favour of
bund

By Gilly Fraser
A public consultation into flood
mitigation measures in New-
castleton has found that an
overwhelming 97 percent of
residents are in favour of plans
for a bund to be created along
the riverside.

However questions were
raised over the height of the
bund, which is currently pro-
posed as 300mm. While engi-
neers say it will be effective
against smaller scale floods, it
would not have protected the
village from the severe floods
of 2020 and 2021, which were
both described as one-in-30-
year events.

Many local people believe
dredging the river would be
the best solution, but in a special
question and answer document
produced following the con-
sultation, the SBC flood team
say it would not be feasible on
several grounds, including cost,
health and safety and environ-
mental damage. 

Interesting Histories
Columnist Stuart Tedham tells us about Langholm’s • Chairlie Hogg

Charles Hogg (1814 – 1866) was a
character, whose bizarre behaviour
always left an impression on all
those who met him. A local once
wrote in 1863, ‘What, do you mean
to tell me that you have lived in
Langholm for the last 30 years
and do not remember Chairlie
Hogg? Well, if any other
Langholmite (excepting your-
self) had told me so, I would
have looked on him after as
insane’.  
Writer John Hyslop recalled
him and declared him ‘One of
the queerest little bodies that
Langholm ever knew’. ‘Chairlie’
was born to Andrew Hogg and
Margaret Park and as a young
man worked as a cotton
weaver. He would later turn to
his own trade of dealing with
peculiars, a profession that
John Hyslop admitted was dif-
ficult to define. He wrote of
how Hogg passed from door
to door, selling trifles from his
green painted box, which within
were tape, thread, bootlaces
and other items. Not a suc-
cessful venture, Hogg’s other
duty was to deliver coal by
barrow to Mary Chisholm at
Moodlawpoint.

Thunderstorms
A simple soul, Hogg had be-
lieved that thunderstorms were
just ‘dust in the heevens!’ Upon
hearing about the exploration
of the North Pole, he declared
before others, ‘Howt, devera-
tion, wherever ye gaun it’s
North Pole, North Pole. A’ve
nae patience wi sic nonsense.
How’d they ken there’s a pole
if they ha’ena been?' He then
made it quite clear that he
thought that the entire world
had been confined to jus Kirk-
stile at Hawick, Henwoll and
Rashiels.  
His peculiarity made him an
easy target for torment and he
was provoked into many fights
with local lads. Hyslop wrote of
how Hogg waited for them and he
would confront the youngsters,
quickly working himself up in
the process, and hurl stones,
sending the young lads racing for
cover.  This situation brought out a
strange nervous attack from within
Hogg that Hyslop dubbed a ‘Swith-
ering,’ admitting he didn’t understand
the real cause of these attacks.

These attacks affected Chairlie fre-
quently and often happened during
the service at the Town Head Kirk 
(Erskine Kirk). The Kirk Officer Bear-
ers soon made it clear to Hogg that
if he felt that an attack was going to
happen, he must go outside and not

disturb the congregation. John Hyslop
recalled how Hogg during the service
would suddenly scramble out from
his seat and race towards the kirk’s
doors, usually having an outburst on
its front steps. Unfortunately, the

doors were usually left open and the
entire congregation heard loudly the
entire attack. 
When questioned about his out-
bursts, Hogg would reply ‘Chairlie’s
no aye his ain maister, for whiles he
has a hantle o’ things tae dae that

he canna helps’. He could
also be very irritable during
the service itself, with his
constant fidgeting and
unwanted attention as
a neighbour at kirk later
wrote. Hogg though
was deeply 
religious and did have
some biblical knowl-
edge.

Breakfast
His other traits includ-
ed both gluttony and a
deep fear of death. His
greed was once re-
called by David J Beat-
tie, who begins with a
tale that one day Hogg
had been sent on er-
rand to Dr Carlyle’s
home at Brig end. With
the physician absent
on an important call,
he was shown in by a
friendly maid to the
kitchen. The breakfast
table had not yet been
cleared and soon
caught his attention.
He wouldn’t calm down
over the food and soon
begged the maid, to
which she responded
by ordering him to sit
down on the chair. 
Beattie also wrote of
the incident where
Hogg had once drunk
eight cups of tea and
ate a certain amount
of food. Asked how
long had it been since
his last meal, he replied
‘Na, but aw only hed an

ordinary breakfast afore aw
cam oot’. He was once
also caught by a family
sneakily eating their 

haggis (Which they planned to eat
that afternoon) from the pantry. Rather
innocently he asked, ‘Dis yin eat the
skin as weel?’ to which he probably
met with an annoyed response. He
regularly drank alcohol and one night, 

he accidently lost his bearings whilst
heading home. It was said that the
night was soon broken by wails of
‘Lost! Lost! Chairlie Hogg Lost!
Whether am aw on this side o’ the
water or yon’
Hogg never spoke of death and de-
scribed the subject as ‘The Grim Mes-
senger’ with dying being simply ‘Cross-
ing the Jordan’. During the last three
months of 1866, he became became
severely ill from ‘Ascites’ and knew
that his time was coming. He called
for writer and worthy Robert Smellie
to prepare his will. John Hyslop re-
called the will was a bizarre document,
very much like the man himself: ‘It
was a characteristic document, but
now I can recall only one bequest : ‘I
Charles Hogg, leave and bequeath
to the folks at the Ha’Crofts, two
pounds and a half of my remains, for
the day A’ was born, A’ little thocht
they wad be sae kind to me’.

Jordan
Chairlie Hogg finally crossed the
dreaded Jordan in 1866, just before
Christmas on December 23, aged
52. His remains thankfully remained
undivided and were laid to rest at
Wauchope Kirkyard. It’s believed that
Chairlie’s Moss, which is situated at
the furthermost corner of the Common
Moss, heading in the direction towards
the Little Tarras, was named after
the old character.

NEWS
IN BRIEF

CHARACTER: Charles Hogg (1814 – 1866), also known as ‘Chairlie'

PEDLAR: Chairlie Hogg
Photo: Langholm Archive
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Probus president John Mitchell
with Peter McManus
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Please send your events for this FREE  listing below, to sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

WHAT’S ON IN ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE 

MAY

Sat 14th

AGM 7pm & Talk by Adam Armstrong
about the Border Reivers 7.30pm ESMP Hall, Eskdalemuir

Newcastleton School Partership Coffee
Morning 10.30am Newcastleton Village Hall

Sun 15th Open Music session with Nick Jenkins
2.30pm Eskdalemuir Community Hub

Sat 23rd Tommy Millar and the Two Pennies
A Tale from the Titanic Nicholforest Hall

Wed 25th Canonbie Brownies & Guides Bingo Night
6.30-8pm Canonbie Public Hall

Sat 28th Matinée:  A Right Royal Knees-up The Buccleuch Centre, 2.30pm

Mon 30th Esk Valley Red Squirrel Group AGM 7pm Langholm Social Club

JUNE
Fri 3rd The Summer Country Show 7.30pm The Buccleuch Centre

Sat 4th  Jubilee Gathering & Ceilidh from 5pm ESMP Hall, Eskdalemuir

Sun 5th Scotland’s Gardens Scheme - Open Day
2-5pm Westerhall, Bentpath

Thurs 9th The Rod Stewart Song Book 7.30pm The Buccleuch Centre

Thurs 16th The Carpenters Experience 7.30pm The Buccleuch Centre

BEPUZZLED

Highland and Agricultural Society’s 
Certificate and Medals for Long Service

These awards are given to Farm Servants, Male & Female
for approved service of not less than thirty years. 

a) with one employer on the same or different holdings; or
b) on the same holding with different employers.

For application forms, apply to the secretary Nichola Paul;
07841 679 482 or langholmshow@hotmail.co.uk

Certificates and Medals will be presented on Show Day.

Long Service Awards

If you have compiled a quiz - or a crossword - you would like to send in to the E&L, 
we would be delighted to publish it.

You can either pop it through the door, (54 High Street, Langholm)
hand it in to the office or email it to 

sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

IT’S QUIZ WEEK...don’t you know?
1) Stephanie Kwolek, a scientist born in America in 1923, was
best known for inventing which strong, heat-resistant synthetic
fibre?

2) In which European city will the Olympic Summer Games of
2024 take place?

3) Actors Mads Mikkelsen and Nikolaj Coster-Waldau were
both born in which European county?

4) Miles Davis, Duke Ellington and Charlie Parker were famous
names most closely associated with which musical genre?

5) In medicine, how is the 'Carpal' region of the body more
commonly known?

6) Which American drag queen is best known for the popular
'Drag Race' television show?

7) According to the nursery rhyme, who was it who sat in a
corner, eating Christmas pie?

8) The River Tiber is the third longest river in which European
country?

9) Actress Sue Nicholls has played long-running character
Audrey Roberts in which UK TV soap opera?

10) In which European country would you find Chopin Airport?

11) 'Lordi' won the Eurovision Song Contest in 2006 representing
which country?    a) Denmark b) Norway c) Finland

12) Actor Nicholas Lyndhurst is best known for playing 'Rodney'
in which English sitcom?

13) Which Lebanese-born British singer-songwriter had a 2007
UK number one with the song 'Grace Kelly'?

14) Which British monarch was known by the nickname 'Old
Coppernose'?    a) Henry VIII b) George III c) Charles I

15) Which US born actor and playwright created and starred in
the musicals Into the Heights and Hamilton?

16) What colour is the star on the flag of Vietnam?

17) Who had 'gone to sea' with 'silver buckles at his knee' in
the nursery rhyme of the same name?

18) Who starred as the title role in the 2019 film 'Joker'?

19) In which British city would you find the 'Serpentine Gallery'?

20) Astana is the capital city of which Eastern European country?

ANSWERS...no cheating!!

Finland 11
Only Fools and Horse 12
Mika 13
Henry VIII 14
Lin-Manuel Miranda 15
Yellow 16
Bobby Shaftoe 17
Joaquin Phoenix 18
London 19
Kazakhstan 20

Kevlar 1
Paris 2
Denmark 3
JAzz 4
Wrist 5
Ru Paul 6
Little Jack Horner 7
Italy 8
Coronation Street 9
Poland 10
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Times Past 
50 years: Three Candidates for Cornetship 
There are three candidates for the Cornership of Langholm
Common Riding for 1972. Two of the nominees, Scott Morri-
son. tweed finisher, Commercial Place; and Graham Cubbon,
bricklayer, 8 Elizabeth Street, were unsuccessful candidates
last year, and standing for the first time is Michael Bell, Holm-
wood House. The ballot poll for the Cornetship will take place
in the Buccleuch Hall on Friday night between 6.30 and 8pm
before the annual public meeting of the inhabitants of the
burgh to make the usual  preliminary arrangements for this
year’s festival. With three candidates for Cornet a record poll
in anticipated. All the members of the Committee of Manage-
ment for last year’s festival have again been nomindated this
year and there are three new aspirations for membership;
Messers R Hogg, 26 Waverley Road; James Hislop, 10 Waver-
ley Road and Ex-Cornet George I McVittie 61 Henry Street. 

Langholm Food Festival 1999 shows chef Paul Rankin signing autographs
with Carla Divers, Sophie Jarzyna, Jennifer Tweddle and Catriona Bell

Boys Brigade trip to Switzerland 1971: Roddy Innes, Jimmy Cairns, Gordon
Reid, Brian Porteus and Jamie Telford. Can anyone name the others? 

Scott Morrison, one of three candidates for the 1972 Cornetship

15th May 1893 The Burgh Police (Scotland) Act of 1833 
was passed in Langholm on 26th September 1845 and gave 
the inhabitants the right to elect 15 Police Commissioners to 
oversee services such as the cleaning and lighting of the streets. 
Overseeing water supply to the town was later passed to them 
in 1856. This law also allowed the boundaries of burgh to be 
strictly de ned, but it stipulated they had not to exceed 1,000 
yards from those de ned by the Royal Charter.The passing of 
a second act (The Burgh Police Scotland Act of 1892) on 15th 
May 1893 paved the way for the election of the town’s rst 
Provost or Chief Magistrate, Mr John J. Thomson (1893-1908). 
A total of eight local men have held this honorary position, the 

last being James Grieve, a local baker (1961-1975). The posi-
tion of Provost disappeared in May 1975 when the Local Gov-
ernment (Scotland) Act 1973 came into being and effectively 
abolished all burghs in Scotland. 

The Act of 1892 also allowed a burgh seal to be created. The 
original design consisted of a shield which was spilt into four 
quadrants by the St. Andrews cross, the national ag of Scot-
land.  The items in the three uppermost quadrants were sym-
bolic of emblems carried at the annual Common Riding (i.e. a 
large Scots thistle with a oral crown on top, a barley bannock 
and salt herring on a wooden dish, and a spade bedecked 
with heather). However, it should be noted that the twalpenny 
nail has never appeared in the Burgh Arms. The fourth device, 
the toison d’or or golden eece, was thought to represent the 
woollen manufacturing industries of the town or possibly its 
ancient Lamb Fair. However, in May 1930 the Lord Lyon King 
of Arms suggested that some alterations be made to the design.  
These included a proposal that the oral crown be removed 
from above the thistle, along with the letters B on either side 
of the salt herring. He further suggested that castellations (or a 
burghal coronet) be added along the top of the shield. These 
alterations were agreed to by the Town Council and the arms 
were of cial granted to the town by him on 1st August 1930. 
The Lord Lyon also thought that the town should adopt a motto  
such as “Leal to the Marches”  but this was later rejected by the 
Town Council.                                                                                                                                 

Langholm Burgh Arms, old & new

Langholm Burgh Seal as used in the 1890’s

Provost’s Board, Burgh Chambers

25 years: Helping hands raise funds
Pupils at Langholm, Glenzier and Canonbie Schools were
more keen this month to help mum and dad around the house.
For the fruits of their endeavours have raised funds for Chil-
dren First. While some of them helped with the everyday
households’ tasks, clearing their rooms, doing the messages,
making beds and setting the tables there were some more un-
usual tasks undertaken to raise funds. At Langholm it was the
P1, 2 and 3 classes which took part in the scheme, devised by
Doris Mitchell, who in addition to working at the school, is
also a member of the local branch of Children First (formerly
the SNPCC) Among the more unusual tasks was that of Ross
Bell, who put straw in the sheep pens and filled the water tubs,
Sandy Cavers, who helped with lambing, and Leigh Haining
who brushed the dog and cleaned her father’s van. Langholm
raised £73.10. Canonbie School raised a total of £86.32 and
Glenzier raised £56.19. Two of the pupils helped their parents
with the sheep and lambs. They were Martin Brodie and Ross
Luescher. 
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Award-winning funnyman
Josh Widdecombe is stopping
off in Carlisle next week as part
of his brand-new stand-up
tour. 
It’s a show which Josh reckons
will change your life and how you
perceive your place in the world. 

“Bit much?” he says. “Fine, but
it'll be a very funny night of grum-
bles and jokes in which I aim to
finally tackle the hot comedy top-
ics of advent calendars, pesto
and the closing time of my local
park.” 

Josh is best known for the twice
BAFTA nominated and multiple
Broadcast and RTS award-win-
ning show The Last Leg, as well
as his critically acclaimed sitcom
JOSH, Mock the Week, Insert
Name Here, QI, Have I Got New
For You, A League of Their Own

and his hit podcast Quickly Kevin
Will He Score. 

He also won the first series of
Taskmaster in 2015. and the
show's first Champion of 
Champions special in 2017.

Brought up in Devon he at-
tended South Dartmoor Commu-
nity College before reading
linguistics at Manchester Univer-
sity and going into journalism. 

In 2008 whilst working as a re-
porter for the Guardian newspa-
per Josh began performing as a
stand up comedian and made it
to the So You Think You're Funny
finals at the Edinburgh Fringe
festival, the same year writing the
sketch show, 'Superclump'. 

In 2011 he was nominated for
the Best Newcomer at the 
Edinburgh comedy awards.

Corrie Graham of Langholm has been having an unusual visitor to his garden bird feeder -  a male sparrow hawk.  Great close-ups
Camera: Nikon D500

The E&L Gallery

Joshing about at the Sands Centre

Josh Widdecombe, Sands
Centre, Carlisle, Sunday
22nd to Tuesday 24th May



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES

www.eladvertiser.co.ukEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser14  Thursday May 12, 2022

PUBLIC NOTICES

 
   

 llacesaelp
resitrevdA

L&E
ehtni

esitrevda
ooT

 
   

 

21008
378310

LANGHOLM 
TOWN HALL 
WEDNESDAYS
10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS
9am - 2pm

MOBILE SERVICES

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows

BLINDS

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
Gillian McCartney,Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN
Tel: 013873 81066 | email: gillian@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM

TO LET

www.dumgal.gov.uk

PLANNING
The applications, associated plans and documents can be viewed on-line 
by following the ePlanning link on the Council’s website at www.dumgal.
gov.uk/planning.  Written comments may be made to Head of Economy 
and Development by email to Planning@dumgal.gov.uk or via the Council’s 
website, as noted above, by 26/05/2022 (Type A).
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2013, Reg 20(1) (A) 
Ref No/Type Address/Proposal
22/0623/FUL (A) 116A High Street, Langholm - Enlargement of service 
door on North East elevation of building

PET SUPPLIES

WILSON PETS
42-44 High Street, Langholm

Selling a wide range of food 
and accessories

from smaller pets to horse
Now stocking equine 
and country clothing 

by Walker & Hawkes made in UK
Boots by Grisport Footwear 

Locally made knitted hats and
headbands 

or email wilsonpets@outlook.com

Local delivery available.
Contact Elizabeth 

on 013873 20662 or
07869 186515

Opening hours:
●   Monday and Tuesday 9am to 5pm 
●   Wednesday 9am to 1pm
●   Thursday 10.30am to 7pm, 
●   Friday 9am to 5pm
●   Saturday 9am to 4pm
●   Sunday Closed

Newcastleton Medical Practice 
wish to recruit a 

Part Time Receptionist
We are looking to employ a Receptionist to join our busy Administrative Team

• 14.5 hours per week over 4 days (flexibility to be able to work 
additional hours when needed to cover holiday and sickness is
preferable). 

• Monday, Tuesday & Friday  9 am to 12:30pm. Wednesday
2:30 to 6:30pm

• This is a 6 month contract which may be extended.

Please email your CV and covering letter by the 20th May 2022 
to paul.gill@borders.scot.nhs.uk

E&L JOB SPOT



Horse Trials
After two years of Covid 
disruption, the Badminton
Horse Trials is back with a
flourish, writes Langholm-
based equestrian photog-
rapher Melanie Horne.

Set in in the grounds of the
Duke of Beaufort’s Glouces-
tershire estate, this year’s Tri-
als proved a spectacular way
to welcome back eventing’s
top class riders and followers. 

Badminton Horse Trials is a
Five-Star event, one of only
two run in UK, the other being
Burghley in September. It at-
tracts an international entry
of the sport’s elite riders, but
also encompasses a grass
roots competition that gives
the opportunity for more
broad-based amateur riders
to compete at a world class
venue. 

Saddle company Voltaire
Design are the sponsors of
the grass roots competition
and the cross country course

is held in the same park as
the main event, giving the rid-
ers a thrilling taste of the sport
at top level.

Borders
Two riders from the Borders

were competing: Jennifer Lange
rode Bonmahon Sparco to 54th
place in the BE 90, and Amy
Brown gained 18th place on
her gelding Croft Allure in the
BE 100 with a dressage score
of 33.8, a clear cross-country
round and just four penalties in
the showjumping.

Badminton attracts huge num-
bers of visitors and this year
the tickets were only available
online, with all days sold out.
The show has an eye-opening
range of shopping, from simple
crafts to high end fashion –
and of course every possible
equine accessory you could
think of. There was an excited
buzz in the air, every stall was
busy with shoppers and friends
meeting up to follow their

favourite riders. 
The Five-Star cross country

track was large and very tech-
nical, with many sharp left-hand
turns; the middle section of the
course asked the hardest ques-
tions. The huge drop off the
broken bridge rode well, but
the Lighthouse BP Solar Farm

caught a few riders out, with
the bounce between two ele-
ments proving very tricky. 

It was very exciting sport to
watch, and going into the final
day’s showjumping there was
very little between the leaders.
Laura Collett and London 52
were worthy champions finishing

on their dressage score of 21. 
Badminton always brings

Spring in with a bang and this
year was no exception. The
long trip down to Gloucester
was well worth the effort, pro-
viding four days brim-full of ex-
citement drama and high
achievement. 
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Langholm Karate Club members in 1997:
Timothy Borthwick, Jonathon Huddlestone, Steven Elliot, 

Ben Maxwell, Simon Tweddle, and Alan Turnbull 

Top Gunn lands 
Silver for Scotland

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Mr Chris Hutchinson
Session clerk: 013873 73755 
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508

A thrilling return to the Horse Trials

CHAMPIONS: Laura Collett and London 52 fly over the Mars M

Ian beats Old Town
rival to lift trophy

Bowling
By Luke Tolson

Langholm New Town Bowling Club held their first
open competition of the year at the weekend.

The open singles tournament, sponsored by Duncan
Ritchie, attracted entries from 38 from clubs, from as far
afield as Rosslyn in Edinburgh and Galashiels.

Winner Ian Scott claimed his fourth Rosebowl since it
resumed being played for in 2013. The runner up was
Stevie Barker from the Old Town club. 

Beaten semi-finalists were Roddy Innes and Duncan
Ritchie. Beaten quarter finalists were Scottish 
internationalist Danny Porter, Alan and Paul Warwick
and Ross Blaikie from Newcastleton. 

WINNER: Ian Scott, second left, celebrates his fourth Rosebowl win 
at New Town BC open.

Legion’s
Texas
Scramble
Golf
Langholm Legion FC’s golf
day attracted 16 teams and
raised almost £2,000 towards
the club’s coffers for next 
season. 
Playing the Texas Scramble

format, the four-ball of Dan
Johnstone, Eddie Turner, Andrew
Paisley and Ross Rae won the
nine-hole event, with an impres-
sive seven birdies.
Paisley and Johnstone also won

the nearest-the-pin at the fourth
and ninth holes respectively,
while the longest drive on the
eighth was won by Joss Car-
ruthers. 

Sponsors
The event was held at

Langholm Golf Club, and Legion
organisers would like thank all
the people, businesses and or-
ganisations that made this day a
success from sponsoring a hole,
donating prizes, entering a team
and coming up to support the
day. 
Beatties Bakes also provided

an invaluable service by provid-
ing the golfers with some after-
round refreshments.
Meanwhile a raffle to win two

tickets to the upcoming Scotland
v Ireland football game at Ham-
pden in September was won by
George Beattie and raised £130
for the Crohn’s and Colitis UK
charity.

Sports Nostalgia 1997
Philip Gunn, the Langholm karate instructor, has re-
turned from European karate competition delighted
that the Scottish national team were runners-up. 
Mr Gunn, who teaches the sport at the community centre,

was chosen to represent Scotland at the Japanese Karate
Association European Cup which was held in Bochum,
Germany. Although he did not make the team, Mr Gunn
took part in the Individual kumite and Individual kata
events. 
At a recent grading at the Langholm Karate Club, Lynn

Grieve passed her 2nd KYU grading and Alan Johnstone
his 3rd. Timothy Borthwick, Steven Elliot, Simon Tweddle,
Jonathon Huddlestone, Ben Maxwell and Alan Turnbull
were all successful in the 9th KYU grading.
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Sports News
Thursday May 12, 2022

Sponsored by KELSO RACES

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
SUNDAY 29th MAY

Ladies’ Day and Season Finale
01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Rugby
By Kenneth Pool

Leith 38-12 Langholm

Langholm skipper Nathan
Smith vowed his team
would be back, after their
dream of promotion in their
150th year was cruelly
dashed on the final day of
the season.
A 38-12 defeat away to ri-
vals Leith meant the Edin-
burgh club clinched a place
in East Division One by just
a single point.
But it was always going to
be a tough ask to claim the
points against a powerful Lei-
th side, who needed four
tries to clinch promotion and
who set out their stall early
on with a penalty and two
tries in the first 20 minutes.
A converted pushover try
by Steven Nicol reduced the
deficit and at half-time the
visitors – cheered on by two

coachloads of travelling sup-
porters – trailed by just 10
points.
Langholm’s dogged resis-
tance was broken in the sec-
ond half, however. First Allen
carved through a gap in the
visitors’ defence to score,
and then Mallon touched
down for the crucial fourth
try.  

Joe Kirkup pulled one back
for Langholm, but it was Leith
who had the final word, when
they capitalised from a line-
out mistake to run in a fifth
converted try.

Tears
There were tears at the
final whistle, from a team
which had given their all

during a Covid-disrupted sea-
son, only to miss out on pro-
motion by the smallest of
margins. 
But despite heartbreak at
the last, it has been a cam-
paign to remember for the
Milntown men. Finishing on
57 points, they lost only four
matches all season, and beat
the league champions North
Berwick both home and
away.
Skipper Nathan Smith said:
“It's a tough one and it hurts
– but we will remember this
and will head for next season
more determined than ever. 
“The sheer size of Leith to-
day made a difference, with
big, physical players in every
position. We tried our hard-
est, chopping  and knocking
them back, but the  next
wave was just as big. But
we will be back, because we
have a great squad. I am so
proud of everybody that has
played this season and who
got us into this position in
the league.”

Tennis & Bowls
Canonbie’s tennis and
bowling clubs hosted a
successful come-and-try open
day last weekend.

Lawn Tennis Association
coach Mark Sindall led sessions
on the tennis courts for children
aged between four and 16 years,
followed by walking tennis for
adults.   There was also the
opportunity to try out Pickleball
and soft tennis in Canonbie
Hall.

Pickleball is a relatively new
sport, played by four people on
a badminton sized court with a
paddle, like a large table tennis
bat and a hard ball. Soft tennis
and walking tennis are played at
a gentler pace with softer balls
but involve all the same skills as 

normal tennis and are a great
way to enjoy the game.

Meanwhile members of the
bowling club gave coaching to
both adults and children to learn
how to bowl, which proved very
popular with both younger and
older participants.

It’s hoped the open day will
boost the numbers of people
joining the clubs to play
regularly as a way of exercising,
meeting people from the village
and surrounding areas, making
friends, socialising, learning
new skills and gaining new
hobbies. 

The tennis club would like to
thank the Arthur Bell Trust for
providing funds to pay for the
coaching sessions. 

Langholm heartbreak as
rivals snatch promotion

E&L
SPORT

Langholm batters fail to master conditions 

Come-and-try day
a big draw for
Canonbie sports

Cricket
Langholm suffered their first defeat
of the season to Caldbeck 2nds on
Saturday.

In damp conditions at Castleholm,
the home side struggled to post 118,
while Caldbeck – thanks largely to S.
Wetherel’s 70 – reached the target for
the loss of just six wickets in the 29th
over.

Having been put into bat, Langholm
made a solid start through Gregor Park
and Stuart Duggan, although runs were
hard to find. The pair added 44 for the
first wicket before Duggan was trapped
LBW by Donald for nine. 

Four runs later, the introduction of
Tickle into the attack proved decisive,
as first he clean-bowled Park for 33
then repeated the feat on Tony Steele
for one, leaving Langholm 49 for three. 

Next to go was Nicky Piszczykiewicz
for three, caught behind off Hellon,
leaving Langholm four wickets down
for just seven runs. Graham Park joined
Duncan Elliott and the pair added a

further seven before Park was caught
behind for three, again off Hellon. 

Elliott and captain Dave Steele began
a slight recovery, adding 33 for the
sixth wicket, until Steele was bowled
by Tickle for 12.  Three balls later
Tickle had Chris Stewart caught behind
to leave Langholm 91 for seven. 

Elliott was now joined by John Bell,
and between them they took the score
over 100 before Elliott finally fell for
24. Bell fell soon after for 13, leaving
Langholm on 110 for nine. Jake Park
and Steven Johnstone managed a further
eight runs before Park was run out on
the last ball for four, leaving Johnstone
not out on five and Langholm all out
for 118. 

Langholm looked for early wickets,
and Tony Steele delivered, trapping M.
Wetherel LBW for 0 with only 12 on
the board. 

With the score on 19, Steven Johnstone
then clean bowled Percival for four.
But some great batting from S. Wetherel,
ably supported by Boast, took Langholm
out of the game as the pair added 88 

before Jake Park clean bowled Boast
for 31. 

Two rapid dismissals by Stewart left
Caldbeck wobbling briefly at 105 for
five, before Strong, Tickle and Hellon
eased the visitors home for a deserved
victory.

There is no game next weekend, so
Langholm return to the Castleholme in
two weeks time, when the opponents
are Edenhall.
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DETERMINED: Skipper Nathan Smith said: “It's a tough one and it hurts”

Smith’s men miss out by a single point after title showdown

Langholm 2nds slumped to
a six-wicket defeat as their
2022 campaign began
against Lanercost Academy
on Sunday 
After winning the toss,
Langholm opted to bat, but
with several young players
picking up the bat for the first
time this year, wickets fell reg-
ularly with only two reaching
double figures. Corey Park
top-scored with 20 and Jake
Park made 18 as Langholm
posted a total of 85.
Despite an early break-
through with the ball, an un-
beaten innings of 47 from
Brocklebank sealed victory
for Lanercost, as they reached
their target for the loss of four
wickets. The wicket takers for
Langholm were Ryan 
Johnstone (one for 11), James
Stevens (one for 11), Jay 
Gordon (one for 18) and Jake
Park (one for 17).

COACHING: Canonbie open day
proved to be a great success


