
Plans for a supported living
and affordable housing devel-
opment in Langholm have re-
ceived a massive boost with
an injection of £1.4 million.
The funds, from cycling char-
ity Sustrans, will pay for a new
footbridge over the river Esk
at Murtholm Farm, linking the
new scheme to the main town.
The project, by the Loreburn
Housing Association, is also
being funded by the scottish
government and Dumfries &
Galloway Council.
Local people have welcomed
the news that work on the much-
delayed scheme will finally be-
gin over the next few months
Chair of Langholm, Ewes and
Westerkirk community council
John Galloway said:
“This is really excellent news
for our community, as this pro-
ject has been many years in the
making and has suffered delays
as a result of Covid-19 restric-
tions and lockdowns. 
“The town and its residents,
older and younger, will benefit

from the provision of this de-
velopment, and we look forward
to it getting underway and fully
completed in 2023.”
The battle to get proper facili-
ties for elderly care in Langholm
has been ongoing for at least 20
years. Hopes were raised when
plans were drawn for a care
home at Townfoot and then
dashed when the banking crash
happened. 

Thwarted
Then the most recent plans by
Loreburn to build the Murtholm
project were also thwarted when
the Scottish Environmental Pro-
tection agency included Town-
foot in its flood plan. 
The wider provision of ac-
cessible, local care for the ageing
population is a key component
of Langholm’s 10-year action
plan. Since the last care home
in the town closed eight years
ago, relatives have had to travel,
sometimes many miles, all to
see their loved ones in other
supported accommodations.
Loreburn said the purpose of
the Murtholm project is to create
a high quality, sustainable resi-

dential neighbourhood, of
around 130 homes, of which
around 70 per cent will be af-
fordable. 
In phase one, in addition to
the bridge being built, “extra
care” housing will allow local
residents stay in their own
homes for longer. Thirty-five
specially designed bungalows
will be built to give tenants ac-
cess to round-the-clock care
and support services. The local
health and social care partner-
ship will be involved in deciding
who will have access to the
new homes.
Langholm businessman David
Stevenson, who failed in an at-
tempt to build care homes in
2017, said: "Loreburn have done
a great job of overcoming the
many challenges in getting this
project both funded and 
approved by the various plan-
ning authorities. 
"In many instances these as-
sisted living homes will fulfil
the role of a care home, but I
doubt they will cater for every
situation.  It is all the more es-
sential that the Thomas Hope
Hospital retains its role at the
heart of community care as I
certainly don’t relish the idea
of ending my days in Annan!”
The second phase of the project
will see more affordable housing
developed on the site with a
mixture of two-, three- and four-
bedroom homes all meeting ex-
ceptional energy efficiency stan-
dards.
Graham Robertson, head of
development at Loreburn, said:
“Our contractors are currently
gearing up for a site start on the

housing element of the Murtholm
project in the next couple of
months. The first part will in-
volve the formation of a new
junction from the A7 into the
new housing development and
beyond to the bridge.
“The new bridge is expected
to be completed ahead of the
first handover of Loreburn’s new

homes in the Spring of 2023.
“I would like to thank the peo-
ple of Langholm for their pa-
tience thus far as we approach a
point where we can begin to
make the design work and plan-
ning carried out over the last
three years become a reality for
the local community,” Mr
Robertson added.

Ne’er cast a cloot...
MAYTIME GARDENING WITH OUR RESIDENT EXPERT, HELEN KNOWLES: PAGE 10
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Care village for Langholm
moves one step closer

Irish jockey Paddy Hanlon somehow managed to
cling on when his aptly-named horse 
Micmacmaniac got frisky before the start of the One
Mile, Three Furlong race at Castleholme at the
weekend. Despite the hair-raising start, Hanlon 
secured first place ahead of Cypriot Prince. 

FULL STORY & PICTURES, p15

£1.4m footbridge will connect new scheme to town
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We explore the controversy
surrounding Over Cassock
rifle range in the Eskdalemuir
valley and ask if it is war-
ranted.
Full story: Pages 6 & 7

NEWS

NEWS
IN BRIEF

NEWS

Delay to EU import
checks ‘utter madness

Scottish farming leaders fight
their corner, accusing UK gov-
ernment ministers of failing
to do enough to support them
in the crisis being faced by
food producers.

Full story: Page 5

Life on the range -
the big debate

A solid performance saw
Legion finish the home
campaign with five goals,
three points, and an un-
beaten record on the 
Scholars Field.

Full story: Page 15

The first part of the construction will involve the formation of a new junction 
from the A7 into the new housing development

FIrst half blitz
favours Legion

SPORT

By  Penny Johnstone

Horseplay for Hanlon
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Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

Deaths

NICHOL, Archibald

Archie died at home on April 21st aged 97.
Lately of 9 Langholm St, Newcastleton.
Funeral service to be held at 9 Langholm St on
Thursday May 12th at 12 noon followed by interment
in Ettleton cemetery 

Hedley and Turnbull Funeral Directors
07896 557941

Thank You

Church Notices

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church Services
Sunday 8th April

Langholm 10am

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Social Distancing 
will be observed. 
Please wear masks. 

Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 73755.

Charity no. SCO11946

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale and

Canonbie Churches
welcome you to

Worship on Sunday
morning at 10am and
11:30 respectively. 

In line with
government guidance

Worshippers are
advised to do a Lateral
Flow test on Sunday
morning and will be
required to adhere to

current Covid
restrictions.

Rev Morag Crossan
on 07861736071 or
email mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk

Langholm Pie Club has
called it a day after more
than 20 years of charity
fundraising – and pie-eating
pleasure.
The club originally formed to

enable friends to get together
on the first Saturday of every
month to enjoy a lunchtime
Scotch pie and to raise cash
for good causes at the same
time. Members enjoyed outings
to many country pubs, including
Penton and Roadhead, in
search of new pies,and took
turns to supply them from as
far afield as Inverness, Ireland
and  Yorkshire. 
With each person paying £1

a pie at every meeting, the
funds soon built up, augmented
by games of pool and darts,

with all monies raised going to
many good local causes over
the years.
Paul Mitchell, one of 11 found-

ing members, said: “The Pie
Club was great fun and I’m re-
ally quite gutted that it’s stop-
ping. 
“But it’s not entirely the end

of the weekly tradition, since
we’ll continue to have our week-
ly pies under the auspices of
Langholm Social Club – which
will enable up to 25 pie lovers
to join outings in future.”
The Pie Club is to split the

balance of its coffers between
two worthy causes, with the
town’s Day Care Centre and
the children’s Sunday Club
each receiving a donation of
£275.

End of the road for Langholm Pie Club

PIE HERO: Paul Mitchell, right, one of the original founders of Langholm Pie
Club, hands over a cheque for £275 to the town’s children’s Sunday Club. The

Pie Club is calling it a day after 20 years’ fundraising and pie-munching.

Langholm needs and deserves care facility
News of a bridge-building project does not usually warrant a front page story,
but in this case we feel justified for giving it due prominence in the E&L.
Costing £1.4m, this particular bridge will connect the centre of Langholm to a
new and long-overdue care housing facility at Murtholm Farm.
Previous attempts to create a safe and comfortable environment for elderly
people in our town have foundered, with the result that our loved ones have
been forced to live elsewhere, and often miles away. This is far from ideal, but
hopefully Langholm will soon have the care facilities the town not only needs
but deserves.

54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

Family___________
Announcements

Contact us at the E&L:  Office 013873 80012
News Editor    Penny Johnstone    penny@eladvertiser.co.uk
Sales/Admin   Sharon Tolson         sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

Distracting attention
The UK government seems content to walk us towards World
War III with Russia, constantly trying to intensify its conflict
with Ukraine. 
I can see no purpose in this except to distract attention from their

incompetence at home; but no-one is speaking out against it - not
the Scottish government, not the Labour opposition, and certainly
not our local MP David Mundell. If we are not happy with being
sleep-walked to Armageddon, I guess it is up to us to put 
pressure on our representatives to de-escalate and seek a negotiated 
peace, instead of all this irresponsible posturing. 
Aside from writing to them, an easy first step is to sign the

petition created by Stop the War. All political parties need to put
aside petty short-term advantage and realise the danger they are
putting us in.

Patrick Hanley
Canonbie

Mundell among Scottish MPs “banned” from Russia. Full story, p3

Letters to
the Editor

Have your say on the issues affecting our area. 
You can write to us at Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 

54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or
email your comments to penny@eladvertiser.co.uk

share the news of any..........
• engagements
• marriages
• anniversaries
• births
• thank yous
• congratulations

Contact us on 013873 80012
sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
is part funded by

Dumfriesshire East
Community Benefit Group

and charitable trusts 
and individuals 
from the community 
of Langholm.

Brenda Morrison 
would like to thank family 
and friends for the cards 
and messages during 

her long stay in hospital



The owners of a popular
Langholm butchers say they
are giving up their shop fol-
lowing a total breakdown in
communication with their
landlord.
The shock announcement by
Ryan and Samantha Greig -
who run Middlemass butchers
- follows hot on the heels of
recent fears over the future of
their direct competitors in the
town, and represents another
blow to  Langholm’s High
Street. 
The couple used social media
at the weekend to reveal that
their shop lease was being ter-
minated by landlord Kevin
Smith following disagreements
over the way improvements
works were being carried out
within the building.
Mr Smith worked as a butcher
in the same premises for 38
years until three years ago,
when he was forced to give up
due to ill health, after surviving
both the challenges of BSE and
the foot and mouth crisis.
“I told him that if we weren’t
going to be notified about the
works and compensated for the
loss of business during them,
we might may have no option
but to terminate the lease,” Ryan
said. 
“I then got a reply, giving us
30 days’ notice to terminate the
lease. It has come as a big shock
to us and we are angry and dis-
appointed that we are having

to close in this way. 
“We have 130 customers com-
ing into the shop every week,
sometimes twice, and all these
people are very important to
us. We came in just before
Covid and if we go, they’ll
have to go elsewhere again.
“If Kevin had just communi-
cated with us, none of this
would have happened.”
Ryan and Samantha have al-
ready invested £40,000 into two
shops in Yetholm and More-
battle, which are due to open
later this month. They claim
plans to expand in Langholm
have met with various barriers,
including a lack of available
premises.
“We never intended to close

the Langholm shop and 

have been making good money
post-Covid,” said Ryan. 
Mr Smith has been refurbish-
ing the flat above the shop for
six weeks, but said he was not
aware of any the of the 
Greig’s grievances, and that
Ryan’s email had come out of
the blue.
He said new development
rules regarding empty properties 

have required the work to be
done.
“My wife travels up to the
butcher’s shop every Friday to
get supplies and nothing has
ever been mentioned,” he told 
the E&L.
“It does worry me to see an-
other empty shop,” he added.
“I am still open to an agreement;
we can try to put something in 

place. I’d be sorry to see them
go.”
Last month we reported how
Amanda Crossan and David
Brown, who own Brown’s 
Family Butchers in Langholm, 
feared rising costs, combined
with a lack of footfall in the
wake of Covid, was driving
them to the brink of calling it a
day. 

Church officials have re-
mained tight-lipped this week
after the sudden suspension
of Langholm’s parish 
minister.

Confirmation that Rev Dr
Robert Pickles had been sus-
pended from his post was re-
vealed to parishioners on 
Sunday, although there has so

far been no official explanation
for the decision.
A Church of Scotland
spokeswoman told the E&L:
“We are aware that a concern
has been raised with Police
Scotland and the minister has
been administratively suspended
in accordance with our policies.
It would be inappropriate to
comment further at this stage.”
Police Scotland said that they
were unable to comment on 
individual cases due to the data
protection act.
Rev Pickles, 63, is originally
from north Yorkshire and took
over as Church of Scotland
minister for the Langholm, 
Eskdalemuir, Ewes and 
Westerkirk parish in December
2019, having previously been
minister at Maybole parish
church in Ayrshire. He and his
wife Hazel now live in the

Manse house on Thomas
Telford Road in Langholm.
Last week, the E&L reported
how he had overseen the reac-
tivation of the church bell earlier
this year, as part of a £40,000
refurbishment programme.

Complaints
However the hourly ringing
of the bell, as well as a day-
long tolling in tribute to Covid-
19 victims, had resulted in com-
plaints from residents in neigh-
bouring streets – although this
is not understood to have played
a part in the Church’s decision
to suspend him.
According to the Church of
Scotland’s complaints handling
procedure, complaints may be
submitted by members of the
public “where they have a com-
plaint about matters which are
(or which were at the time the

issue arose) the responsibility
of the Church.”
Depending on the nature of
the complaint, an investigating
officer will then be appointed,
and his report will then be
passed to the Solicitor of the
Church for a determination.
____________________
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Embezzlement
trial

By Robert Fairburn

THE trial of a Hawick woman
accused of embezzling almost
£25,000 whilst employed as the
manager at Newcastleton Med-
ical Practice has been adjourned
until July 1 at Jedburgh Sheriff
Court.
Deborah Thomson, who is 50,
of Bothwell Court, Hawick, has
pleaded not guilty to the  offence
which is alleged to have hap-
pened between September 2015
and April 2020.

____________________

Scottish
MPs banned
from Russia
South of Scotland MPs have
featured on President Putin’s-
sanction list, banning them from
entering Russia.
Borders MP John Lamont, Dum-
friesshire MP David Mundell
and Galloway MP and Scottish
Secretary Alister Jack are among
287 British MPs targeted by
Vladimir Putin's government
over their support of Ukraine
following Russia’s invasion.
The Kremlin accused the MPs
of fuelling “unwarranted Rus-
sophobic hysteria”, claiming
that “these persons, who are now
banned from entering the Russian
Federation, took the most active
part in the establishment of anti-
Russian sanctions instruments in
London.” 
Mr Lamont wrote on  social me-
dia that the ban would not stop
him from expressing his opinion:
"I’ve been sanctioned by Putin.
It certainly won’t stop me from
speaking out against his barbaric
actions in Ukraine."
Mr Mundell also took to social
media, saying that if he was to
be sanctioned for speaking out
against Russian aggression, it
was a badge of honour so far as
he was concerned.

Butchers facing chop
Refurbishment row leads to couple’s decision to quit
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Mystery remains over 
minister’s shock suspension

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

DEVASTATED: Ryan and Samantha Greig say they are being forced to leave their butcher’s shop

NEWS
IN BRIEF

Rev Dr Robert Pickles

A couple who opened an arti-

san butcher’s shop in

Langholm just two years ago

say they are ready to take the

“gut-wrenching” decision to

close it down.

Amanda C
rossan an

d David

Brown sa
y rising c

osts, com
-

bined with
 a lack of 

footfall in

the wake o
f Covid, h

ave driven

them to th
e brink of 

calling it a

day on th
eir dream

 – and in 
a

last effort 
to save the

ir business
,

they have 
put out an

 emotiona
l

appeal on 
social med

ia, asking

customers
 what it w

ill take to

get them b
ack to the 

High Stree
t

again.
Browns 

Family B
utchers

opened in
 March 20

20, with a

mission t
o provide

 locally-

sourced m
eat and h

andmade

pies, saus
ages and o

ther prod-

ucts. Initia
lly things 

went well
,

despite th
e first thr

ee months

of busine
ss coinci

ding with

lockdown
.

Yet despi
te the wi

despread

easing of r
estrictions

 just before

Christmas
 last year

, Amanda

and David
 say trade

 has fallen

off dramat
ically in re

cent weeks

– to the 
extent tha

t they are

now think
ing about s

elling their

produce ei
ther online

 or at local

markets.
Online

“It seems t
hat people

’s attitude

to shoppin
g has chan

ged during

lockdown
,” Aman

da said.

“They’ve 
become u

sed to or-

dering on
line, or go

ing to su-

permarket
s, and as a

 result the

traditional
 High Str

eet shops

are sufferi
ng.

“We used
 to have c

ustomers

coming fr
om as far

 afield as

Dumfries,
 Edinburg

h and from

across the 
border, esp

ecially for

our signa
ture meat

 pies. Bu
t

with the r
ising cost

 of living
,

customers 
are looking

 for cheap-

er alternat
ives – and

 we’re not

the only 
business f

eeling the

effects.”
Across the

 UK, High
 Streets

have been
 decimate

d since th
e

Covid ou
tbreak, w

ith figure
s

released in
 Septembe

r 2021 by

the Local D
ata Compa

ny show-

ing more t
han 8,700

 chains ha
d

closed in 
2021, incl

uding suc
h

major nam
es as Deb

enhams,

Dorothy P
erkins and

 Wilko. 

But small
er, indepe

ndent re-

tailers hav
e also bee

n hit hard
.

In a Faceb
ook post e

arlier this

month, Am
anda and D

avid said:

“We woul
d like to k

now what

would ma
ke you sh

op on the

High Stre
et again. 

What can

we do to 
bring you

 back? W
e

always try
 to provid

e the best

quality, wi
th the lowe

st possible

prices. We
 already of

fer delivery
,

free of cha
rge in Lan

gholm but

we genuin
ely want t

o provide

what the c
ustomers w

ant.”

The post 
received d

ozens of

supportive
 comments

. Paul Gar-

dener said
: “It’s busi

nesses like

yours that
 I feel sor

ry for. Ou
r

High Stree
t has been

 on the de-

cline for ye
ars and it’s

 the empty

shops, bad
 landlords

 and lack

of passion 
that means

 businesses

like yours
 become o

verlooked
.

“I don’t t
hink your

 business

needs to c
hange, wh

at you do

is great. It
’s how the

 rest of the

high stree
t is perce

ived that

needs to c
hange,” he

 added.

>Turn to Page 2
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Butchers face the

cruellest cut of all

Standard
s from 19

 Areas ga
thered at

 The Cric
hton

in suppo
rt of Roya

l British L
egion Sc

otland, w
hich

received 
the Freem

an Status
 of Dumfr

ies and G
al-

loway at 
the week

end.

More than
 100 veter

ans took 
part in th

e day’s p
ro-

ceedings
, includi

ng new 
national 

Presiden
t of

RBLS, Re
ar Admira

l Mark Be
verstock,

 who brou
ght

the Quee
n’s Stand

ard from 
Edinburg

h.

FULL STO
RY & PIC

TURES, p
8

Heartbreak
 for couple

 faced with
 closure of

 their High
 Street sho

p

Thursday
 March 31

, 2022
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Yarns to Yearn For Owner

Alan Miller and creator of the

Doddie Bears has met up with

the inspirational Doddie Weir

to give the rugby legend Bear

no. 5. 

NEWS

NEWS
IN BRIEF

NEWS

Common Riding

Retirements

Three stalwarts of Langholm

Common Riding say they’ll

be stepping down next year

after nearly 50 years of service

between them.

Full story
: Page 4

Doddie Bear headed

for international stage

Langholm
 made the 

long jour-

ney to Alm
ond Park t

o take on

Livingston
 RFC on 

Saturday.

Having pl
ayed very 

little in the

past 5 mon
ths, Langh

olm were

keen to b
uild on th

eir recent

win over N
orth Berw

ick

Full story
: Page 16

David Brown (above) and partner Amanda Crossan have been encouraged 

by the reaction to their social media announcenmet

Five points and 

debut try for Jardine

Flying the Flag

SPORT

By Nick Brownlee

FIRST WITH THE NEWS:
How we first reported 
butcher dilemmas in Langholm 
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‘It could be happening
to someone next door’

By Gilly Fraser

The sister of a Newcastleton
woman who was brutally
murdered by her partner has
sworn to do all she can to
make people more aware of
domestic violence. 
Diane Nichol, 57, died in 

August after a savage attack
by her fiancé Rory O’Connor
at his home in Trevelyan Terrace
in Hawick.  The pair had been
together for around three years
and were planning to marry. 
It was a volatile, alcohol-fu-

elled relationship and the police
had been called to the house
several times following reports
of domestic disturbances there.
O’Connor had already been
jailed in Dublin in 2002 for
rape and sexual assault. 
Diane died on August 9 last

year and O’Connor was sen-
tenced to life imprisonment last
week after earlier pleading
guilty to her murder. He will
have to serve 15 and a half
years before he can apply for
parole. 
Diane’s family say she

changed a great deal in character
when she met Rory. Her sister
Gail Atkinson, 55, says they
were very close when they were
growing up and paints a picture
of Diane as being very organ-
ised, hardworking and capable.
She married her childhood
sweetheart and enjoyed a loving,
committed relationship for
many years.  
‘Diane met Adam when she

was just 14 and they got married
when she was in her early twen-
ties,’ Gail says. “He really was

her soulmate and they had two
children and three grandchildren
together. They were married
for around 30 years, but then
he died suddenly of a heart 
attack.”
Gail says the loss of Adam

had a profound impact on 
Diane.
“She just lost her grip on re-

ality. She couldn’t cope without
him. She was totally lost. She
did have a drink problem before
that, but it became far more ev-
ident after Adam died.”
She was still grieving his loss,

drinking heavily and in a vul-
nerable state of mind when she
met O’Connor a couple of years
later. Diane had her own house
in Hawick. but the pair stayed
mainly at his home during the
three years they were together.
Gail says Diane knew he had a
criminal record but reacted badly
when confronted with that fact

and would never admit that
their relationship was volatile. 
“Diane would have black and

blue bruises but when I asked
her what had happened, she
would say she had fallen when
she was drunk. The police were
called to the house a few times,
but she would always deny any-
thing had happened and say ev-
erything was fine,” Gail said.
“I’ll never be able to understand
how he was able to get into her
head the way he did and change
her so completely.”
As she speaks, Gail frequently

touches her distinctive gold
necklace which belonged to Di-
ane and spells her name out in
Arabic letters. It’s a way of
keeping her memory close. And
she is determined to honour her
sister by alerting other families
to the often hidden signs of do-
mestic violence. 
“It could be happening to

someone next door. We did
know something was going on
with Diane and that man but
never in a million years would
have believed it could end this
way.”
A coffee morning held in New-

castleton in March raised more
than £1,300 for Border Women’s
Aid in Hawick, which can be
reached on 01450 218409. Gail
says the centre been a true life-
line.
“They’re really understanding

and they really can help. People
need to know they can reach
out to them in absolute confi-
dence. I’d also really like to
thank the many, many people
who helped organise the coffee
morning. The village was so
incredibly supportive and kind.
I’m doing this because we don’t
want any other family to have
to go through the agony that
we have suffered.”

Sister of murder victim raises awareness of domestic violence

HAPPIER TIMES: Diane and Adam Nichol, pictured right, on a family holiday to Benidorm in 2013. 
Also pictured, left, are Gail and Peter Atkinson, and, centre, Diane and Gail’s parents Jimmy and Pearl Telford.

End of an era
as Guild ladies

call it a day

COMMUNITY STALWARTS: The ladies of the Westerkirk Guild gather for the
last time. Back row, l-r, Ann Hislop, Marion Rodger, Catherine Tod, Winnie Kin-
strey, Elizabeth McNeil. Front row, l-r, Ila Jackson, Margaret Sanderson, Betty

Elliot, Hazel Johnstone, Anne Murray.

Two local branches of the
Scottish Women’s Insti-
tute are celebrating their
centenaries this summer
with special gatherings.
Ewes SWI will host a cel-
ebratory evening Tea Party
on Thursday, June 9 at 7pm
in Ewes Hall. And Canonbie
SWI will hold their 100th
Anniversary Afternoon Tea
in Canonbie Hall on July 2
at 2pm.
Ewes President, Nancy
Mclure said: “Not every in-
stitute is fortunate to have
survived 100 years. We
want to pay tribute to all

the women from the Ewes
Valley and elsewhere who
have met to chat and learn
new skills from Trussing a
fowl in 1922, Smocking in
1953 to using Zoom in 2020.
“The monthly competitions
over the century have been
many and varied but the
competition of November
1953 for Something to eat,
wear and play with - all for
2/6, 12 and a half pence in
today’s money, takes a bit
of beating.” 
Mrs McLure said all former
members are warmly invited
to attend the celebration

and final numbers should
be confirmed with her by
May 19. 
And former members of
Canonbie SWI wishing to
attend their celebrations are
being asked to book a place
with Doreen Millar on
013873 71802.
Meanwhile, Canonbie SWI
recently enjoyed a lifetime’s
show of craftwork by Mary
Bonsor of Hawick. 
Mary developed a love of
handwork and percussion
instruments from the age
of four, later training as a
primary teacher and mar-

rying a musician. She talked
about her crafts of gold, sil-
ver, black and white work,
beadwork, appliqué, tatting,
stumpwork and machine
embroidery. 
“So much can be done
with a simple needle,” she
told members, “even the
vaccination jab!”
The competition winners
judged by Mary were:
Flower of the month - 1st
Liz Walters, 2nd = Doreen
Millar and Gill Bailey.
Embroidered article - 1st
Doreen Millar, 2nd Liz Wal-
ters.

SWIs to host Tea Parties

The last of the Eskdale
Parish Guilds is to close
after more than a century
of worship, prayer, fellow-
ship and community action.
Last week, the 10 members
of the Westerkirk Guild at-
tended their final AGM in
Westerkirk Parish Church,
bringing to an end 110 years
of history.
The decision was made after
both president Betty Elliot and
treasurer Catherine Todd an-
nounced plans to step down
from their posts.
“No one was willing to com-
mit to these roles so we both
agreed to continue until this
spring so that the 110th An-
niversary of the Guild could
be celebrated,” said Mrs Elliot,
who has served the Guild for
30 years. 
“The matter having been
discussed at length before
the meeting and with the sit-
uation unchanged, the sad
decision was made to close
down the last of the Eskdale
Guilds.”
The Eskdalemuir Guild
closed in the late 1980s, with

Canonbie, Langholm, Ewes
and Liddesdale Guilds all dis-
banding recently.
Despite Covid, only one
Westerkirk meeting had to be
cancelled in January, and the
summer, and Christmas out-
ings ran as usual. However
due to the pandemic, there
had been no fundraising
events for a second year 
running.

Anniversary
“The longevity and success
of the Guild has been mainly
due to the many speakers
and musicians, both local and
from further afield, who gave
of their time to give excellent
talks and entertainment, in-
cluding some wonderful pho-
tography,” Mrs Elliot said. 
“The support of all the gen-
erous people in the Langholm
area enabled us to donate
thousands of pounds to our
church, Christian Aid and the
Guild Projects.  A huge thank
you to you all.”
The ladies will be recon-
vening one last time to cele-
brate their 110th anniversary
in August.

YESTERYEAR: Guild ladies pictured in their heyday



Scottish farming leaders have
accused the UK government
of an “astonishing level of in-
competence and failure to sup-
port Scottish producers and
the food and drink sector.”
It follows the announcement

that plans to begin rigorous
checks on EU imports into the
UK have been postponed for the
fourth time. They were due to
come into effect in July this year
but have now been put back to
the end of 2023. 
According to NFU Scotland

President Martin Kennedy this
puts our own farmers at a huge
disadvantage.
“It is estimated that, for those

looking to export Scottish beef,
lamb or pork to Europe, Brexit
and new cross-border checks
have added an additional six per-
cent to our costs – a cost that
those looking to export similar
goods here from Europe do not
have to face due to Government
failing to introduce similar con-
trols,” he said.
“The UK Government is mak-

ing it easy for imports to the

valuable UK market while Scottish
food exporters continue to face
extensive paperwork and long
queues to get their goods to the
EU. It is utter madness. We are
working with hands tied behind
our backs while our government
make it easy for our competitors.” 
It’s seen as a blow to the entire

farming industry, but the belea-
guered pig sector has warned that
it could also leave them wide
open to the risk of devastating
diseases.  
Mr Kennedy described the

checks as absolutely vital to biose-
curity, animal health and food
safety. 
“Scotland’s pig sector is being

left vulnerable to African Swine
Fever, a disease that would wipe
out our pig production were con-
taminated pork products to arrive
on our shores,” he said.  
“Our pig producers are on record

calling for the threat from ASF
to be raised from ‘moderate’ to
‘high’ and for UK retailers to se-
riously reconsider where in Europe
they are choosing to import pork
from.”

At the end of last month Mr
Kennedy was part of an NFU
Scotland delegation taking part
in a cross-party lobbying visit to
Westminster during which a num-
ber of critical issues currently
impacting farmers were high-
lighted. 
“We used this intensive two-

day meeting with MPs and Lords
across political parties to highlight
the growing impact that surging
costs linked to fertiliser, fuel,
energy, animal feed and labour
are having on the nation’s ability
to produce food.  
“Post-Brexit labour shortages 

and other ongoing Brexit issues
such as the loss of the seed potato
market to Europe were also on
the agenda.  As was the recogni-
tion that rapid land use change
will compromise our ability to
produce food in an increasingly
unstable operating environment.”
Mr Kennedy has also called

for long-term financial commit-
ments from the HM Treasury to
aid a new and more urgent agenda
around food production, emission
reduction and environment en-
hancement currently being de-
veloped by the Scottish 
government. 

Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

FRUSTRATED: Martin Kennedy, president of NFU Scotland

C&D Auction Marts Limited had for-
ward 7,315 sheep comprising of
4,568 prime hoggs and 2,747 cast
ewes & rams at their weekly sale at
Longtown on Thursday 28th April
2022.
A larger and improved entry of cattle

were forward where all classes re-
main in demand and are wanted, with
more numbers required on a weekly
basis to satisfy buyer demand.  The
sale topped at £1,211 for a Beef
Shorthorn from AN & HS Tomkins,
Hallsford, Hethersgill with Angus cows
selling to £1,148 from TN Cavers &
Co., Sorbie, Langholm and Limousins
to £1,058 from E & D Barker, Palmer
Hill, Brampton. Top per kilo of 189p
from Palmer Hill.
A small but better show of spring

lambs were forward to an increased
ring of purchasers topping at £140
and 350ppk for a pen of well bred
Texel cross lambs consigned by M/s
F Dalgleish, Douglas Hall, Lockerbie.

A larger but more mixed show of
4,547 prime hoggs were forward, all
well finished hoggs sold to improved
rates whilst under finished hoggs sold
to reduced rates and finishers are
urged to draw hoggs with plenty meat
as the two-tier trade continues.

Beltex hoggs topped the price per
kilo at 408p from The Late Mr G Mc-
Clelland, Broadlea Cottage, Eccle-
fechan who also went on to top the
price per head at £200 also for Beltex
hoggs.
Lightweight hoggs continue to be in

big demand and more are wanted on
a weekly basis to satisfy customer de-
mand.  
An overall sale average of 271.8ppk

(SQQ 281.3ppk) was achieved.

PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER KILO)
Beltex 408p Broadlea Cottage, 368p
Finnieness, 344p Tinnishall, 342p,
341p Finnieness.
Texel 350p West Scales, 326p, 323p
Breckon Hill, 316p Prior Rigg, 315p
Challock.
Charollais 297p Prior Rigg, 283p
Breckon Hill, 272p The Heugh.
Hill Cheviot 305p Yett, 304p Girn-
wood, 300p Boness, 298p Breckon
Hill & Thorney Knowe, 297p Yett,
296p Thorney Knowe & Boness,
295p Girnwood.  
Suffolk 306p Broadlea Cottage,
296p Prior Rigg, 293p Bog House &
Boness, 290p Nutholm.  
Blackface 297p Heathery Hall,
295p, 294p Pasture House, 293p
Boness, 291p Wanwood Hill.   

Mule 289p Bog House, 288p
Weeds, 280p Nutholm & Heathery
Hall, 276p Nutholm.   
Cheviot Mule 278p Weeds, 276p
Marygate, 272p Guardsmill.  
North Country Cheviot 278p High
Priorscales.
Swaledale 264p Rowanburnfoot.

PRINCIPAL PRICE (PER HEAD)
Beltex £200 Broadlea Cottage, £168
Hillside, £160 Branteth.  
Texel £160 Branteth, £156 Fenton,
£154 Auchengool Cottage & West
Scales, £151 Broadlea Cottage,
£150 High Glen Tripock, Branteth,
Glasson & Kelsocleugh.
Suffolk £153 High Glen Triplock,
£150 Broadlea Cottage, £137 West
Scales & The Land, £135 Bidlake.
Blackface £144 Whiteside, £133
Stell Green.  
Mule £138 Bog House, £126
Breckon Hill, £124 Hallburn, £123.50
Nunscleugh & Wydon Eals.  
Hill Cheviot £137 Marygate, £136.50
West Scales, £135 High House & Kel-
socleugh, £134.50 West Scales.  
Charollais £133, £130.50 Tinnishall.
Cheviot Mule £132.50 Marygate.   
Dutch Texel £130 Glasson.    
Swaledale £122 Blakehopeburn-
haugh.

A larger show of 2,747 ewes were
forward selling to a full ringside of
purchasers achieving an overall
sale average of £132.34
Heavy ewes sold to £300 for Texel

ewes from Hindmarsh Partners,
Blakehopeburnhaugh, Otterburn, with
this consignment of Texel ewes aver-
aging £261.33.
Mule ewes sold to a top of £171

from S Wallace, Cairnfield, Newton
Stewart. 
Hill ewes topped at £134 for

Cheviots from J Common & Son,
Crossdykes, Corrie with Blackface
ewes selling at £122 from AW Ainslie,
Linkshead, Berwick.   
Rams again in very big demand top-

ping at £250 for Texels from W Milven
& Son, Kirkland of Longcastle, Wig-
town.
All quantities of ewes are required

for this week’s sale and more ewes
can be sold on a weekly basis to ven-
dor’s advantage with an unprece-
dented demand here at Longtown.
Please do not hesitate to contact our
auctioneers, who will be pleased to
take your calls for further entries or
enquiries

HEAVY EWES
Texel £300 Blakehopeburnhaugh,
£250 Kilncroft & Greenburn, £250,
£248 Bascodyke Foot, £242 Blake-
hopeburnhaugh, £235 Auchengool
Cottage & Viewley, £235, £234,
£230 Bascodyke Foot, £230 Cubby-
hill.    
Charollais £248 Beckfoot, £225
Nutholm, £218, £216 Rigghead.  
Beltex £238 Cambeckhill.  
Bleu du Maine £192 Braehead.
Suffolk £187 Beckfoot, £185, £182
Viewley, £183 High Glen Triplock
£180 Howgillside.
Zwartble £184 Rigghead.
Bluefaced Leicester £182 Rowan-
burnfoot, £176 Whiteside, £172
Rowanburnfoot.    
Mule £171 Cairnfield, £148 Dunjop,
£144 High Glen Triplock, £143 Kirk-
land of Longcastle, £142 Cop-
perthorns, £140 Rigghead.     
North Country Cheviot £156 High
Moat, £154 Nutholm, £149 Beckfoot.

Cheviot Mule £150 Bengall, £149
Heatherglen, £146 Chaseside, £141
Beckfoot.

LIGHT EWES
Hill Cheviot £134 Crossdykes, £133
Hillside, £125 Auchlin, £123 Fellend

& Kelsocleugh, £122 Crossdykes,
£121 Allfornaught.  
Blackface £122, £121 Linkshead,
£120 Heatherglen, £115 Whiteside,
£114 Heatherglen, £112 Bankend.
Badgerface £110 Green View.  
Easycare £101 Castle Creavie.       
Swaledale £100 Woodhouse, £94
Broomhills & Butterdales, £90 Whint-
ingstown.  
Herdwick £90 Hallburn.

RAMS
Texel £250 Kirkland of Longcastle,
£240 Windyhill, £235 Wyseby Hill
Cottage.  
North Country Cheviot £245
Nutholm, £235 Beckfoot.  
Charollais £200 Beckfoot.   
Suffolk £198 Heatherglen, £180
Viewley.
Bluefaced Leicester £156 Bog
House.  
Cheviot £132 Viewley.  
Averages:
Hoggs
Light to             300.0p (261.9p)
Standard to      368.0p (282.2p)
Medium to        350.0p (281.9p)
Heavy to          408.0p (254.9p)
Ewes
Light to           £134.00 (£90.95) 
Heavy to        £300.00 (£139.18)
Rams to        £250.00 (£157.65)

Around the marts

Free range eggs are once again
back on supermarket shelves
after being unavailable for
over a month.
The government’s strict bird

flu measures were relaxed earlier
this week after being introduced
in November. In December, 
Defra Secretary
George Eustice
said the UK
was seeing its
“worst ever”
outbreak of the
virus.
The mandato-

ry avian in-
fluenza housing
order did not
end on March
21, which meant that eggs from
hens temporarily housed in barns
for their welfare could no longer
be sold as free range. Instead,
they were sold with packaging
describing them as barn eggs.
In a joint statement, the four

chief veterinary officers said:
“Whilst the lifting of the manda-
tory housing measures will be
welcome news to bird keepers,

scrupulous biosecurity remains
the most critical form of defence
to help keep your birds safe.
“It is thanks to the hard work

of all bird keepers and vets,
who have played their part in
keeping flocks safe this winter,
that we are in a position to take

this action.”
There have been

96 cases in England,
eight in Scotland
and five in Wales.
NFU poultry

board chair James
Mottershead wel-
comed the relax-
ation, calling it a
“great relief” for the
sector.

“While the threat has reduced,
it is still incredibly important
that everyone who keeps birds
remains vigilant and continues
to follow enhanced biosecurity
measures,” he said. 
“This is crucial whether you

are a commercial farmer with
thousands of birds or a backyard
keeper with one hen in the 
garden.”

Eggs back on menu
as bird flu recedes

Delay to EU import
checks ‘utter madness’
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In recent months, the Advertiser has reported on
the controversy surrounding two long distance
range rifle ranges within the Eskdale valley. News
editor PENNY JOHNSTONE paid a visit to the
Over Cassock range to see if the concerns are 
justified.

Until now, the Over Cassock rifle
range has just been a name in a news
story. But I was curious to find out
more, to see where precisely it’s located,
and to understand for myself its impact
on the surrounding community.
I was immediately struck by the

extent of the remoteness and beauty
of the Eskdalemuir Hills and the way
the fog rolls in and lifts almost as
quickly – a sure sign that I was climbing
higher and higher, as I travelled along
what felt like miles and miles of remote
roadway from Lockerbie.
Eventually, four miles after passing

Samye Ling on the slow and twisting
B709, I arrived at a rough farm track
that led me upwards for at least another
mile, and as the ground became stonier,
I wished I’d travelled in a more ap-
propriate vehicle. Then out of nowhere,
Simon ‘Bob’ Shilling appeared, rolling
towards me in his pick-up truck. Bob
moved to the valley with his wife four
years ago and is now one of the closest
residents to the range at four miles
away. He’s started a new hobby, be-
coming a member of the Fifty Calibre
Shooters Association (FCSA), which
manages the Over Cas-

sock range. 
When we reach the firing point,

housed within a very basic shed, we
meet range operator Darren Bean from
Appleby. He’s the UK secretary of the
FCSA, with a day job as a special
effects editor in film and television.
Competition shooting is his other 
passion; he’s also an Olympic rifle
coach and an NRA and NSRA club 
instructor.
Farm manager Dave Moffat also joins

us. He’s lived in Eskdale all his life
and farms the land for the Glendinning
family, who’ve owned Over Cassock
for more than 200 years.
Bob says when he was looking to re-

tire, he was attracted by 
the peace and quiet of the area, and
the range didn’t put him off. “You
wouldn’t know it’s there,” he tells me.
When it’s operational, the rifle club,

which is Home Office approved, will
host both recreational and corporate
users, who want to fire at static targets.
The range sits about 5km from the
Sayme Ling Tibetan Centre as the
crow flies, pointing away from it. The
venture is a diversification for Over
Cassock Farm after Brexit and the end

of European farm-

ing subsidies and covers 67 hectares
within the 600 hectares farm.
“The rifle range is a great idea and

will help the future of the farm finan-
cially,” says Dave. His boss Ewart
Glendinning will take a revenue share
of the bookings. 
The FCSA has 400 members, all of

whom Darren hopes to attract annually
to Over Cassock. 

Unique
“The range will be a unique compe-

tition facility once it’s up and running,”
he says. He tells me his members are
highly vetted and background checked
and will bring additional footfall to
the area, with accommodation and hos-
pitality businesses all benefiting. “Once
they’re here,” Darren says, “they tend
to stay and go off and do other things.”
The range was last active two years

ago. All activity stopped to allow
forestry to be taken out and then covid
struck but a lot of improvement work
has been continuing meantime.
“It’s been our choice to upgrade the

range to our standards,” Darren says,
“there’s been a huge amount of work
to do, getting everything up to compe-
tition standard. The targets are static,
so there’s going to be no-one running
around and we’re doing everything by
the book. The plans will replace this
shed with a permanent building.”
Under the previous management of

Gardner’s Guns, the club used the
Over Cassock range every month.
“When we found in was shutting in

September 2019, we saw

our chance to step in and take it on,”
said Darren.
Going forward, Over Cassock will

provide a unique facility for recreational
shooters; 1000m competition shooters;
and for participants in the King of the
one mile and two miles competitions.
The FCSA World Championships are

held every

year in New Mexico.
“We’ve built this range so that we

can train for it and hopefully send our
British team over there,” says Darren,
“there are a lot of people desperate
come to and use it.”

>Continued on Page 7

ENTHUSIAST: Simon ‘Bob’ Shilling is one of the nearest neighbours to the range 
and has taken up target shooting as a hobby

We take a trip to a controversial Eskdale shooting range

OPEN SPACES: The scenic Eskdale Valley at Over Cassock has become a centre of controversy due to the
presence of a rifle range. Supporters say it will secure the future of the area, but those against claim it
spoils an area of natural beauty.                                                                    Photo credit: Darren Bean, FCSA



> From Page 6

Both the Over Cassock range
and it’s Clerkhill neighbour,
run by Gardners Guns more
than five miles away, have been
the subject of much concern to
some nearby residents. Local
people have expressed worries
about the safety of the ranges
and their impact on the envi-
ronment. Savills, as agents for
Over Cassock, recently hosted
an online public consultation
to allow these concerns to be
expressed ahead of their full
planning application being 
submitted.
The Eskdalemuir Residents

Group and the community
council were strongly opposed
to the online nature of the con-
sultation and wanted a face-
to-face meeting with the range
operatives.  Darren says how-
ever that he also received pos-
itive feedback during the online
process from locals supportive
of more visitors coming into
the area.
“We cause no issues to the

local community or the local
environment,” he told me. “The
only things were are bringing
are positives.” Since the con-
sultation, four more residents
have applied for club member-

ship. Darren explains they’ll
have to undergo training and a
probationary period and attend
regularly, always under the 
supervision of a Range 
Conducting Officer. He’s 
organising for the theory 
elements of the training to be
run in the Community Hub. 
Darren shows me that on days

when the range is active for
sound testing, red warning flags
visible from 2 miles away are
hoisted along its 13 km perime-
ter. Darren and his team scan
the entire area with thermal
binoculars, in high visibility
jackets, looking for heat sources
to check for inadvertent walkers,
though Dave tells me, the
swarms of cleggs are enough
to drive anyone away.
“The Environment Health Of-

ficer has asked that we get
sound levels within 10 db,”
says Darren. Bob tells me on
the best acoustic days, you can
hear a faint pop. And Dave
says that’s nothing compared
to the noise from the sheep or
a cockerel. 
Darren is currently installing

acoustic cladding in the shed
walls of the firing point. “We
have decided to get the second
noise assessment done before
submitting the formal 

application, so our application
will be complete,” he says.

Invitations
30 plus invitations have been

extended to the community, in-
cluding to MPs, MSPs and
ward councillors, so that the
work of the range can be 

explained. Since only one reply
was received, a decline from
MSP Oliver Mundell, the invi-
tations are being re-issued. Mr
Mundell told the E&L he felt
his time was better spent 
elsewhere.
I drive away from Over 

Cassock, rolling down it’s
bumpy track to meet the B709,

this time in the direction of
Langholm. I pass Samye Ling
after about five miles. And
nearly two miles later, I notice
a sign for Clerkhill Farm. 
Mentally I note Clerkhill is
quite some distance from Over 
Cassock, and an entirely 
separate operation. It’s been a
clarifying day.

shooting range saga

Darren Bean, left, UK secretary of the The 50 Calibre Shooters Association 
and Dave Moffat,  farm manager at Over Cassock

Census
extension
Householders in Scotland now
have until the end of this month
to complete their census return. 
Around 68,000 households

have begun their return online
but not completed them, ac-
cording to the National Records
of Scotland (NRS), and a num-
ber of requested paper forms
have still to be completed.
Failure to complete a return

can result in prosecution and a
fine of up to £1000.
As well as questions on types

of accommodation, household
relationships, age, sex, health
and employment status, the 2022
census includes questions on
the use of British Sign Language,
passports held, previous armed
forces history and voluntary
questions on sexual orientation
and trans status.
Angus Robertson, cabinet sec-

retary constitution, external af-
fairs and culture, said: “It is
vital that we secure as high a
response rate as possible so that
the census can be effective in
delivering its many benefits for
future public services. For any-
one that hasn’t completed their
census, I would urge them to
act now.”
Help is available at www.cen-

sus.gov.scot or via a free helpline
0800 030 8308. Paper forms
are also still available on re-
quest.
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JOIN OUR TEAM
STEER YOUR CAREER IN A NEW DIRECTION

We are looking for experienced and trainee bus 
drivers to join our growing team. 

If you fancy a new career and would like to become a trainee bus 
driver, we offer training up to the value of £2000* combined with 
helpful assistance to guide you through the process. Roles are 
available in our Galashiels, St Boswells and Berwick-upon-Tweed 
depots. *T&C’s apply

Contact:
info@bordersbuses.co.uk
call us on 01896 754350 
or scan the QR code 
to visit our careers site.

IN BRIEF
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All households
have a legal 
responsibility 
to ll in
the census.

Fill it in now

Scotland’s Census. Getting the right       things out, starts with   lling it in.

For help and support or to request a paper form 

visit census.gov.scot today or call 0800 030 8308.

Filling in the census is a legal responsibility for every household in Scotland.  
And if you don’t fill it in, you could face a fine. Filling it in is important because  
it helps us find out about the essential services your community will really need. 
So if you’ve not filled it in, please do it now.
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Ne’er cast a cloot
till May is ootJubilee

Service
A service of thanksgiving for
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
is to be held at Langholm
Parish Church next month.
The ceremony, organised by
Langholm, Ewes and 
Westerkirk community coun-
cil, in conjunction with
Langholm Academy and pri-
mary schools, will include
reminiscences, music, and a
presentation of commemora-
tive gifts to school pupils,
with the remainder presented
at the schools. 
The gifts have been funded
by the council, along with a
generous donation from
Muirhall Energy. All members
of the public are welcome to
attend at 7pm on May 30

_____________________

Co-ordinated
development
There’s a call for all community
organisations and businesses
in Langholm and Eskdale to
come together next week to
share what they have been doing
over the past year.  
South of Scotland Enterprise
(SOSE) said the pandemic made
it harder to coordinate efforts
and share plans, so it’s called a
meeting at the Buccleuch Centre
from 7-9pm on Tuesday night
to reopen channels for com-
munication and collaboration.  
Langholm Alliance will host
the event in its role as the com-
munity development umbrella
organisation. Attendees are be-
ing asked to provide a brief
update on their activities
grouped by sector. SOSE Chair,
Prof. Russel Griggs MBE will
then lead a discussion about
next steps, collaboration, and
the role of the enterprise   agency.
Anyone wishing to attend the
meeting in the Buccleuch Cen-
tre on Tuesday can turn up on
the night or register their at-
tendance online in advance:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/l
angholm-community-meeting-
tickets-329841905017 

After what seems like a very
long wait, the cuckoo is back
and the first swallows have
returned to fill the skies with
their joyful chatter. Their 
arrival, and the departure of
the Barnacle geese, really
does make it feel as though
summer is on its way al-
though it is worth remember-
ing the oft repeated saying
‘never cast a clout till May is
out,’ as we’re still getting
hard frosts overnight. 
In the garden, there has been
quite a bit going on for a while,
with spring bulbs and early
perennials coming into bloom
but we’re about to reach that
point where there is a surge of
growth and you have to be
ready to make the most of it,
and if you don’t, the weeds
will. They do seem to grow
faster than anything you plant
in your garden and there is a
good reason for it; the faster
you grow, flower and set seed,
the more likely you are to
colonise areas of ground and
outcompete other plants and
that is exactly why weeds are
so good at being just that. 

Anemone
As with any garden there will
be some ‘cultivated’ plants that
do a little too well and become
weeds and I am finding that my
plants of Sweet Cicely
(Myhrris odorata) have seeded
prolifically with the resulting
mass of seedlings threatening
to swamp some of the neigh-
bours; these will have to be re-
moved and I must remember to
deadhead the plants later this
year once they have flowered.
The seed heads are attractive
but I’m prepared to sacrifice
them to save myself having to
weed out literally hundreds of
young Sweet Cicely plants. 
Another over enthusiastic
self-seeder is Geranium pyre-
nacium and it is popping up all
over the garden but it’s a lovely
little plant that has flowers that
are a good food source for bees,
it’s also easy enough to remove
if it is in danger of smothering
something precious, so is gen-
erally left to provide ground
cover. 

Anemone
Another very welcome plant
that provides good ground
cover is our native Wood
Anemone (Anemone
nemorosa) and its cultivars.
Thriving in moist shade in ma-
ture deciduous woodlands, as
well as hedgerows and mead-
ows, this is a perfect plant for
growing under shrubs and trees
in the garden due to its gently
spreading habit and the won-
derful show of flowers at this

time of year. There are a
tremendous number of cultivars
to choose from; some of my
favourites include ‘Vestal’ with
its double pure white flowers,
‘Rosea’ whose flowers open
pure white but age to a rich
rosy- red, ‘Robinsoniana’ has
large, soft purple-blue blooms
and ‘Virescens’ and its slightly
wacky green flowers that last
for an exceptionally long time. 

Like so many gardeners, I’ve
been making the most of the
good weather to get out and fill
a few spaces in the garden but
it’s a little worrying to see how
dry the ground is already. With
no significant amount of rain
forecast anytime soon, it will be
essential to water any new
plantings, especially trees and
shrubs as these can take quite a
while to establish. 

Now I know I do tend to go
on about mulch but that’s be-
cause it’s important. Not only
does a good layer of organic
material such as leaf mould,
farm yard manure or home-
made compost insulate plant
roots in the winter months and
provide nutrition but it also re-
duces the germination of an-
nual weed seeds (by burying
them) and helps retain moisture
in the soil during dry spells;
partly by reducing evaporation
from the soil surface but also
by increasing the humus con-
tent of the soil – humus being
the magical stuff that helps hold
on to moisture. 

Mulching
Proof of how effective this can
be was evident when I visited
NTS Branklyn earlier this year.
It was my first visit to this gem
of a garden and I was struck by
not only how weed free it was
but also the richness of the
planting. The lack of weeds was
due to the combination of a
small army of volunteers and a
policy of mulching the whole
garden every year; with 2 acres
of garden that is a lot of mulch!
This has in turn produced such
good, fertile soil that the garden
can support the dazzling array of

plants that are literally packed
into every available space. 
I was fortunate to be given a
guided tour by the current man-
ager of Branklyn, Jim Jermyn,
who I have known for many
years. His outstanding plant
knowledge is matched by his
impressive catalogue of stories
and I particularly enjoyed the
one about him abseiling down a
Spanish rockface to collect a
newly identified and extremely
rare species of Primula to add to
the collection at Branklyn,
where it is now thriving. I
should add that Jim did have
permission from the appropriate
authority to do this and it’s good
to know that the spirit of the
plant hunters lives on, even if it
is in the form of a 60 something
year old Scotsman with a fond-
ness for Scotch Pies. 
If you’re looking for a garden
to visit this spring for some in-
spiration then I really would rec-
ommend a trip up to Perth to
NTS Branklyn, which this year
celebrates its Centenary. This re-
markable garden is packed with
rare and unusual plants, includ-
ing over 40 cultivars and species
of Meconopsis, so there is a lot
to see.......and if you should
meet Jim, ask him about the
Spanish Primulas. 

Gardening columnist Helen Knowles reminds us about the frosts

Meconopsis Fertile Blue Group

NEWS
IN BRIEF

Anemone nemorosa Robinsoniana

Anemone nemorosa Vestal

Anemone nemorosa 'Virescens' 
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LOCAL NOTICEBOARD

Please send your events for this FREE  listing below, to sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

WHAT’S ON IN ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE 

MAY
Fri 6th Afternoon Tea 2pm - 4pm Hermitage Hall, Newcastleton

Sat 7th

Langholm Love Local Producers Market Market Place

Langholm Accordion & Fiddle Club Dance Langholm Social Club

Eskdalemuir Walking Group 10am From ESMP Hall

Canonbie Tennis and Bowling Club Open
Day 1pm to 4pm

Canonbie Hall, Bowling Green and
Tennis Courts

Sun 8th Canonbie Vintage and Classic Tractor Run Canonbie and surrounding area

Tues 10 Langholm Community Meeting by South
of Scotland Enterprise 7pm The Buccleuch Centre 

Sat 14th AGM 7pm & Talk by Adam Armstrong
about the Border Reivers 7.30pm ESMP Hall, Eskdalemuir

Sat 23rd Tommy Millar and the Two Pennies
A Tale from the Titanic Nicholforest Hall

Sat 28th Matinée:  A Right Royal Knees-up The Buccleuch Centre, 2.30pm

JUNE
Sat 4th  Jubilee Gathering & Ceilidh from 5pm ESMP Hall, Eskdalemuir

Sun 5th Scotland’s Gardens Scheme - Open Day
2-5pm Westerhall, Bentpath

BEPUZZLED
 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19

20

21 22

23 24

Across
   1       Apparel (5)
   4       Viscera (5)
   7       Capital of Azerbaijan (4)
   8       Engrossed (8)
   9       Church songbook (7)
 10       Hidden store (5)
 12       Fine cigar (6)
 14       Windcheater (6)
 16       Shrink (5)
 18       Version (7)
 21       Clubman (8)
 22       Hairy man of Genesis (4)
 23       Ardent male lover (5)
 24       Cowboy display (5)

Down
   1       Jordan's end (4,3)
   2       Peer (5)
   3       Astronaut (8)
   4       Expel (4)
   5       Motley assortment (7)
   6       Bloodsucking worm (5)
 11       Horticulturalist (8)
 13       Praise vociferously (7)
 15       Pear-shaped fruit (7)
 17       Scrub (5)
 19       Cornered (5)
 20       2.2 pounds approximately (4)

The E&L CROSSWORD...No.8

SOLUTION on Page 14...no cheating!!

If you have compiled a quiz - 
or a crossword - 

you would like to send in to the E&L, 
we would be delighted to publish it.

You can either pop it through the door, (54
High Street, Langholm)

hand it in to the office or email it to 
sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

Langholm Bridge
Club Results

1st: Anne Ferguson &
John Packer

2nd: Bob Francombe &
George Graham

3rd: Doug Dixon & Tom
Stothart

4th: Sandra Ritchie &
Anne Hislop

May Blossom on the Esk beautifully caputured by 
Graham Cutts Photography. Canon 5D mk3 and 24-105 lens
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Times Past 
50 years:  MAY
“But winter lingering chills the lap of May!” It must
have been a month of May like the present one that
prompted Godsmith to so describe the “merrie month”
away back in the 18th century. So far as the fifth month
of 1972 is concerned lingering winder has certainly
chilled its lap and (at the time of writing these notes)
there is absolutely no signs of any improvement. No in-
deed, there will be casting of clouts till May be oot this
year, and I in this connection the word “May” can either
refer to the month or to the May flower and/or hawthorn.
However, nature is really wonderful and despite the pre-
vailing arctic conditions one can see a great deal of
progress in field, woodland and garden, but here we have
come to the conclusion that a lot depends on locus. For
instance, in some front gardens, wallflowers, grape hy-
acinths, tulips and other spring flowers are in full bloom
but in others the same species of flowers have not yet
bud. And the pastel shades of the leaves on many of our
trees – especially the chestnut – are delightful to the eye
while the blossom on geans and flowering shrubs present
a wonderful kaleidoscope of colour. Here hoping then as
Ko Jo has it – for a summer of roses and wine but until
summer comes, keep the “long-johns” on.

Langholm Pipe Band Members enjoying the Langholm Sevens in 1997:
Sharon McMorran, Mairi Beattie, Larry Martin, Alison Mackie, Helen Good-

fellow and James Scott 
Can any of our readers shed any light on what was happening here? And

what year? 

Pictured above is Mrs Gregory with Langholm Branch Chairman Dr Mhairi
Williamson and Leigh Haining, who presentated flowers to Mrs Gregory. 

Willie Dick

William Jackson, Spade Carrier1891-1905 Tommy Irving, Barley Banna carrier,1899

July 1890 The great Willie Dick (William Armstrong) car-
ried the spade at the Common Riding for the 53rd and last time 
this year!  During the last few years ill health had forced him to 
take a less active part, though he never gave up the honour of 
cutting the sods.  A weaver to trade, he died ve months later 
and was suceeded by William Jackson who carried the spade 
for 15 years before passing it on to his son John in 1906. 

Hugh MacDiarmid

11th August 1892  Hugh MacDiarmid, who many re-
gard as the greatest Scots poet of the twentieth century, was 
born Christopher Murray Grieve at 17 Arkinholm Terrace on 
11th August 1892. As a child his mother described him as “an 
eaten and spewed-up lookin’ wee thing wi’een like twa burned 
holes in a blanket!” Grieve left Langholm in 1908 to become a 
teacher, but rather than follow that career became a journalist 
instead.  He believed passionately in home rule for Scotland, 
but his political views were often contradictory. He was surely 
the only person ever to have been expelled from the Scottish 
National Party for being a Communist and from the Commu-
nist Party for being a Nationalist.

The most idiosyncratic Scot of his generation died of bowel 
cancer in Chalmers Hospital, Edinburgh in September 1978 
and four days later was laid to rest in Langholm Cemetery. Later 
his friend Norman MacCaig  suggested that his passing should 
be marked by “two minutes of pandemonium”. Despite all the 
friction which existed, Grieve always maintained that Langholm 
was “the bonniest place he knew in the whole wide world” 
and was “his touchstone 
in all creative matters”. 
In 1985 a bronze me-
morial to MacDiarmid 
by sculptor Jake Harvey 
was unveiled on Whita 
Hill.  It takes the form of 
an open book containing 
some of the key symbols 
of the poet’s life. 

25 years: £400 for Heart Foundation
British Heart Foundation Area Organiser, Heather Gre-
gory, opened the Langholm branch annual coffee morn-
ing. The event in the Buccleuch Hall raised in the region
of £400 for the Foundation thanks to a well-supported
morning. Mrs Gregory restated the value of the research
work funded by the Foundation and emphasised the fact
that 48% of all deaths in Scotland were the result of
heart disease. Alex Pool said they were delighted with
the events and wished to thank everyone who had helped
in any way, either contributing prizes and sales goods,
manning stalls or simply attending and supporting the 
Foundation. 



Are you aged eight to 16? Do you like
acting, singing, and dancing, or would like
to give it a try? 
The Centre Stage Community Theatre in
Langholm is calling out for future superstars
to try out for Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat, under the musical 
direction of Janice Jackson. 
There will be Sunday afternoon sessions
working towards a performance – date, and
venue to be announced. Centre Stage has been
granted a special license by Andrew Lloyd
Webbers' Really Useful Group, so this will
not be a public performance and tickets will
not be available – however those involved
will have an opportunity to invite friends and
family to see the performance. 
Producer Chris Jones said: “We are delighted
that Janice is coming to coach and work with
Centre Stage. 
Janice was Musical Director of Carlisle Mu-
sical Society for many years often taking the
lead in many productions at The City Hall
and The Sands. She has coached many who
have gone on to professional careers.”
The first workshop will be on Sunday , May
8, between 2-5pm in the Telford Room, upstairs
in the Town Hall). 
It will be a fun session and everyone will be
made very welcome, so please bring along a
drink and a snack.
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A spectacular double rainbow over Whita Hill captured recently by Jordan Maxwell of Langholm
Camera:Huawei phone

The E&L Gallery

Leonard and Malcolm help
bring season to a close

By Iain Bell
Langholm Accordion and 
Fiddle Club kicked open their
doors for their first and last
meeting of the season after a
two-year break. 
The session ended in fine style
with guest duo Leonard Brown
& Malcolm Ross. This single
celebration a week past Sunday
was a real treat, so much so that
we intend to continue after the
summer in September. Mean-
time, there will be a club dance
this Saturday, May 7 to Iain 
Anderson & Eric Goodfellow. 
On Sunday April 24, two solo
pipers opened the first and sec-
ond half. Yours truly with 2/4
march ‘John MacFadyen of
Melfort’ and jig ‘Kenny Ghillies
of Portnalong’. In the second
half, a warm welcome was given
to newcomer, young Calum
MacKenzie, who stepped up to
the plate with 2/4 Donald
Macleans farewell and strathspey
‘Susan MacLeod.’
Another first time visitor was
Gus Lowrie of Selkirk with his
Roland Electronic accordion. It
sounded just like a Morino! Fine
playing of waltzes like ‘Auld
Meal Mill’ and marches ‘Capt.
Carswell’ ensued. Where has

Gus been hiding all these years?
Ian Woods shunned his fiddle
and played piano box instead.
(Been practising like hell during
lock down, he says) A German
Tango in great style.
Fine percussion was provided
to players by Tam Riddell &
Keith Lauder
Norman Swainson got nicely
into waltz time with ‘Green
Glens of Antrim’ amongst an
Irish set (One of my favourites)
and the evergreen Newby Park

delighted in similar style on his
Paolo Soprani.
Sporting a new haircut, Willie
Little blew a few march sets on
whistle and Langholm’s Iain
Anderson gave us some great
marches on the big Hohner Gola.
This box was later nicked for a
tune by Eric Goodfellow, who
really got into the ‘West Coast
Swing’, then claimed he’d hardly
touched a box this last two years! 
Guests Leonard & Malcolm
were the icing on the cake. 

Your chance to be a 
Technicolor superstar

Malcolm Ross and Leonard Brown at Langholm Social Club

ANY DREAM WILL DO: Jason Donovan played
Joseph in the West End production of the musical



E&L JOB SPOT
COMMISSIONING

▪
SERVICING

▪
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS

CUMBRIA METALS
FARM SCRAP

URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES
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ROOFING SERVICES

McCulloch
 Roo�ng Family Business Since 1979

28 Bank Street
Galashiels TD1 1EN

for a free quote or advice
Phone:01896 888664

web: mccullochroofing.co.uk

ALL ROOFING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Sla�ng ▪ Tiling ▪ Flat Roofs 
UPVC Windows and Doors 
UPVC Facias and Gu�ering

ELECTRICIANS
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POP-UP SHOP

Vacancy
Part Time Administration Assistant

Located in Langholm, the Buccleuch Centre is a thriving small theatre
and event venue, promoting arts & entertainment in southern Scotland.
We are now looking for a part time Administration Assistant to join our
team with a ‘can do’ attitude.

As Administration Assistant, you will assist the management team in the day to day
running of the Buccleuch Centre. Tasks will include invoicing, monitoring and update
of our patron’s database. Stock control and ordering of coffee shop, bar and sundry
supplies as required by the centre.

Additionally you will manage the Studio diary and assist the management team in
the organisation and smooth running of local events and shows. A good customer
service background would also be desirable, either face to face or over the 
telephone.

You will have excellent time management skills, be 100% reliable, flexible, and
adaptable with the ability to multi-task.

You will be self-motivated and be able to work independently or as part of a team.

The post requires a minimum of 2 years’ experience of working in a busy office 
environment, together with a working knowledge of Microsoft Office. Experience of
cash handling is desirable.

This is a part time role of circa 15 hours per week (negotiable) to be worked flexibly,
including evenings and weekends.  The role will be based in Langholm.

Further details are available by emailing 
Michele Lowe (michele.lowe@buccleuchcentre.com)

Applications by CV & covering letter to be submitted by Friday 13th May 2022
The Buccleuch Centre, Buccleuch Square, Langholm, DG13 0AW

LANGHOLM 
TOWN HALL 
WEDNESDAYS
10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS
9am - 2pm

LANGHOLM POP-UP SHOP
May 2022

■ Saturday 7th May (74 High St & Old Post Office )
Love Langholm Local Market

■ Saturday 28th May (74 High St )

Tropic Skincare & Self Care
with Kristy Blaen

To book a space: Call Sharon Irving on 07862 367209
or email: sharon@ashleybank.co.uk

MOBILE SERVICES

CARE NEEDED IN
LANGHOLM

FOR LADY NEAR 
BUCCLEUCH SQUARE

ONE HOUR MORNING & 
HALF HOUR EVENING, FOR
HELP WITH DRESSING &
TRANSFER BETWEEN
WHEEL-CHAIR & BED 
£24.00 PER DAY FOR 
THE 2 SESSIONS

CONTACT: MAGGY JONES,
077-922-600-03

www.dumgal.gov.uk

(B709 LANGHOLM - ETTRICK) (TEMPORARY 
TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER) ORDER 2022 
The Council has made an Order under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1984 to temporarily close B709 from Holmwood Drive, Langholm for 
1km North-West from 09:30 to 15:30 daily between 16/05/2022 and 
27/05/2022. The closure is necessary to facilitate Openreach storm-
damaged overhead network repair works. Alternative route available via 
B709, B711, A7 and vice versa. Emergency access will be  
available if required.

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows

BLINDS

PLANNING



Flapping
Langholm Horse Racing 
Association held their second
meeting of the 2022 season at
the Castleholm on Sunday. 
Rain in the morning brought

fears of a miserable day in store,
but good fortune once again
brought a dry afternoon with
excellent support from owners
travelling across from Ireland.  
A 17-strong field took part in

the four races, with Caster and
Magic Moments battling it out
for first place in the Six Furlongs. 
In the next race Irish horse

Micmacmaniac lived up to his
name and gave jockey, Paddy
Hanlon, a difficult time. He was
being stroppy down at the start,
and when a false start was called
he played up again making it
difficult for Hanlon, who amazed
everyone as he hung on when
his mount reared up at the drop
of the flag, leaving him well
behind the field. 
Giving him time to settle as

he jinked from side to side, he
soon caught up to the other four
and Hanlon rode him home to
win.
Another Irish contender having

their first season here in Scotland
is Ah Hear Lad for Thomas
Healy. His son Kevin rode him
well to win the Seven Furlongs,
improving on his second place
on Easter Sunday. Alasdair Clark
brought Royal Shaheen home
in first place again in the last
race, adding more points to his
jockey score.

Five contestants gave their all
in the bicycle race. The final
line up was Max Phillips, Jack
Irving, James Dick, Callum Dick
and Ollie Bell.
The next race meeting will be

held at Hawick on May 22 and
there are two more race meetings
at Langholm in July for cham-
pion jockey points and the horse
that accumulates the most points
this season at Langholm. These

are the Common Riding on July
29 and the LHRA meeting on
July 30. 

RESULTS
SIX FURLONG
1   Magic Moments (Alasdair Clark);
2 Caster (Dominic Hislop); 
3 Buchanan Star (Mark Mason)

ONE MILE THREE FURLONGS
1 Micmacmaniac (Paddy Hanlon);
2 Cypriot Prince (Alasdair Clark);
3 Seven Up (Ollie Gilligan)

SEVEN FURLONGS
1 Ah Hear Lad (Kevin Healy); 
2 Beautiful Sunday (Zander Voy); 3
Short Trip (Paddy Hanlon)

ONE MILE ONE FURLONG
1 Royal Shaheen (Alasdair Clark);
2 The Last King of Bishop (Mark
Mason); 
3 The Small Man  (Paddy Hanlon)

Prizes donated by Eskdale Sad-
dlery went to the “Best Turned
Out” in each race, and won by
Buchanan Star, Mansfield, Ah
Hear Lad and Tap On The Bar.

By Briony Ewart

It’s been a great spell of
weather and the horses are
doing well at grass. We have
fenced off some daily turnout
pens which the horses in
training are enjoying.

The work with animals doesn’t
stop though and there are thrice
daily checks on the horses,
made a little easier by The
Langholm Shoot – (Andy Den-
ton) kindly lending us an Argocat
again to drive around loaded
up with feed and all the essen-
tials. 

We are constantly checking
the horses’ feet and any little
nicks and we are moving them
around into different groups and
paddocks, according to size
and if something looks to be
gaining or losing a bit of weight,
they are switched into a field
with more grass and alongside
horses with similar needs, to
increase or reduce rations. 

The thoroughbreds’ feet take
a fair amount of maintenance

at the best of times, and we
may need to poultice or treat
them as and when.

We have been lucky to make
use of some racetracks for race-
course gallops. We took Big-
badmattie and Muhtamar to
Carlisle and have also visited
Musselburgh. It is a great thing
to be allowed to do, as is well
documented in Ireland. It’s far

more frequent over there and
they also benefit from schooling
races, so hopefully this keeps
up momentum.  

We just have in now the
horses who are happy on a
quicker surface, We met Hash-
tag Lord off the boat last week
who looks a racy model - he
will have a spell at grass before
an early campaign.
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Paddy Hanlon and Micmacmaniac come in to win after a rocky start
Photos: Melanie Horne Photography

Hanlon hangs on for
win on Micmacmaniac

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Mr Chris Hutchinson
Session clerk: 013873 73755 
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508

First half blitz
favours Legion

Football
Langholm Legion 5
Tweeddale Rovers 0

A solid performance saw
Legion finish the home
campaign with five goals,
three points, and an un-
beaten record on the
Scholars.

This is a first in the 28-year
history of the club, with eight
wins and one draw in their
nine league matches at
home.

All the goals came in the
first half courtesy of two from
Brian Mattinson, a con-
tentious brace from Finley
Dell and a goal from Iain Lit-
tle.

The frantic pace and inten-
sity of the first period couldn't
be replicated with numerous
changes made to give 

players game time in the
second half. Although no
goals were added the home
side did well to keep the vis-
itors out and Derek Johnson
pulled off some fine stops
late on preserve a much-
needed clean sheet.

While league title aspira-
tions may have faltered at
the last, Legion can be proud
of their  efforts over a long
hard season – and with one
match to go at Langlee Am-
ateurs there is still a chance
of finishing runners-up

The match sponsors were
Langholm Cricket Club and
match ball sponsor Cole, Mila
& Skye Turner.

WINNERS: Langholm Legion have an unbeaten home record

AT CARLISLE: these horses are enjoying the quicker ground

Irish jockey Paddy Hanlon shows
Micmacmaniac who’s boss

Ewart horses relish firmer conditions

HAPPY EATERS: the horses are well cared-for at James Ewart Racing
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Cricket
Langholm made it two out of
two with a six-wicket victory
over Staffield. 

Batting first on a typical green
April wicket the visitors strug-
gled to reach 57, with the Steele
brothers both taking four wick-
ets. Langholm chased down the
target in 21.3 overs with the
loss of four wickets, with four
batsmen reaching double 
figures.

Langholm skipper Dave Steele
won the toss and had no hesita-
tion in putting Staffield into bat
on the green track. Staffield
found scoring difficult but held
out the Langholm bowlers for
nearly 10 overs till Tony Steele
had Tuer LBW for 13 with score
on 19. 

This brought a couple of quick
wickets, with Steele bowling
Armstrong for five, and the
dangerous Thomlinson caught
behind by Duggan for 0, leaving
the visitors 22 for three. 

A further 10 was added before

Steele had Bamber caught 
behind by Duggan for 11. At
drinks Staffield were 32 for 4. 

The next man to fall was Hous-
by, caught in the slips off 
Graham Park by a diving 
Duncan Elliott. This left Staffield
39 for five. Dave Steele was in
the attack now and he claimed
the sixth wicket, bowling O'Neil
for six with the score on 49. In

his next over Elliott took a 
superb catch to dismiss Brown
for nought, with the score still
on 49. 

Couperthwaite didn't last long
as he was bowled by Steele for
nought with Staffield now 55
for eight. Telford was the next
to go for 13, run out by Gregor
Park after wandering out of his
crease. The last man to fall was

Blackburn, clean bowled again
by Dave Steele for 0 with
Staffield all out for 57. 

Langholm opened with Gregor
Park and Stuart Duggan. 
Conditions were not great with
light drizzle falling, and the score
had reached 6 when Park skied
a catch to Helliwell off the bowl-
ing of Brown. Duncan Elliott
now joined Duggan and they
added 16 before Duggan fell
LBW for 11 to Bamber. 

Nicky Piszczykiewicz joined
Elliot and they took the score to
32 when Elliott fell caught in
the slips for a valuable 14. Gra-
ham Park was the next man in,
and with Piszczykiewicz added
21 taking Langholm almost in
sight of victory when Park played
back and was bowled for 10.
Victory was soon achieved
though with Piszczykiewicz hit-
ting the winning runs in the
22nd over leaving himself 16
not out.

Langholm are now top of the
league on alphabetical order, and
next week host Caldbeck 2nds.

Rugby
By Kenneth Pool

Langholm 78-12 Livingston

Langholm played their last
home match at Milntown
on Saturday knowing a
bonus point win would
keep them on course for
promotion from East
League Two.
And visitors Livingston were
so short of players that a
number of the home squad
took to the field in navy and
white shirts, just to ensure
the match took place.
Unsurprisingly it was
Langholm who opened the
scoring, with a Joe Kirkup try
after just two minutes, with
Calum Helling bagging 
another soon afterwards. 
Further tries by Jay Gordon
and Andy Allison consolidated
their lead and earned the 
try bonus point . Livingston
struck back with a converted
try before 

Chris Tait barged over at
the other end.   
Another good move led to
a Steve Nicol try, and skipper
Nathan Smith ran in an 
excellent converted try for a
half time score of 45-12.
It was one-way traffic in the
second half, with Kirkup, Nicol
and Tait all scoring their sec-
ond tries and Josh Duffy and
Lewis Miller also scoring .
Smith kicked a total of nine
conversions in a 78-12 rout.
The win moves Langholm
to second place in East
League Two on 57 points –
four points ahead of Leith,
their opponents in next week’s
crunch match in Edinburgh. 

Langholm dominant
in six-wicket victory

E&L
SPORT

Razzle dazzle from Jazzle in win

League showdown
looms after easy
Langholm win

Hounds
Saturday was the last of
the series of West Wood-
burn trails for this year,
and with the ground drying
up in the cold wind, the
hounds were finding 
the dry conditions 
challenging.
In the Seniors, Jazzle set
off in front and remained
there for the whole race.  
Reports from the road cross-
ing just after halfway con-
firmed she was just in front
of Border Prosper and Delta
Scope in third.  
When they came back into
view she was still leading
with a few yards on Delta
Style, who had 10 yards on
the Splendid Sally.  By the
time she came over the top,
Jazzle had 50 yards on the

field and came home for an
easy win.  Splendid Sally
was once again second with
Delta Style in third.  
There were only two run-
ners in the Senior Maidens
and Castle Clansman set off
at a cracking pace, opening
up a gap of 100 yards on
Matilda before they were out
of sight.  
As they crossed the road,
Clansman was still in front
but Matilda was only five
yards behind.  As they came
over the top, Matilda raced
past to win comfortably and
give the Lithgow team from
Carlisle a double on the day.  
Five pups were slipped, and
they were all taking turns do-
ing the driving as they went
out of sight and were all still
in contention as they came
back into view.  When they

came on the finish, they were
all in a line and it was Inspect
once again who showed his
speed to away to win by three
lengths from Delta Swift, who
was finishing well for second.
Tallulah ran on for third with
Border Reign and Black
Thorn taking the other places.

RESULTS

West Woodburn
Saturday April 30

Seniors
1. Jazzle 2. Splendid Sally
3. Delta Style 4. Border Pros-
per 5. Delta Scope 6. Delta
Supreme
7 Ran, Time 27.33

Maidens
1. Matilda 2. Castle 
Clansman
2 Ran, Time 30.54

Pups
1. Inspect 2. Delta Swift 3.
Tallulah 4. Border Reign 5.
Black Thorn
5 Ran, Time 13.30

All In
1. Explore 2. Delta Spiral 3. 
Frankel
7 Ran, Time 12.46

West Woodburn
Wednesday April 27

Seniors
1. Jazzle 2. Splendid Sally
3. Border Prosper 4. Delta
Style 5. Delta Supreme 6.
Mr Finnegan
7 Ran, Time 26.18

Pups
1. Inspect 2. Delta Swift 3.
Border Reign 4. Tallulah 5.
Black Thorn
5 Ran, Time 14.13

All In
1. Explore 2. Matilda
2 Ran, Time 13.10

TOP DOGS: Jazzle and Matilda,
pictured here with owner Steph

Lithgow

Published by Muckle Toon Media Limited - SCO51449, at their offices, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH. Telephone 013873 80012      Price £1.00

It’s great to see cricket back on the Castleholm


