
Pub landlords in Langholm have vowed to their
beer prices as low as possible – despite the price
of a pint expected to rocket this year.

And they have thanked
their loyal customers for their
understanding as the cost
of a night out in the pub
gets ever more expensive.
The average price of a pint

of beer or lager has gone
up by 20p in the last two
years. But Brewery bosses
this week warned that the
ongoing war in Ukraine could
see it increase by as much
as 70p in some parts of the
country by September, due
to increases in grain prices
on the world markets.
This is on top of rising en-

ergy costs and inflation,
which have already put a
huge strain on the day-to-
day running of hospitality
establishments – leading to
fears that it could spell dis-
aster for the already belea-
guered Scottish pub 
industry.
Norman Gormley, who has

run the Buck Hotel on the
High Street since 1998, has
already had to increase the 

price of a pint to £3.50
since the turn of the year.
But he says he will pull out
all the stops to ensure his
regulars are spared major
increases.
“If the brewery puts the

price up, then so do we in
order to cover our own
costs,” he said. “But we’ll
be doing our best to keep
the price of a pint as low as
possible. 
“The customers here know

that the price of everything
is going through the roof at
the moment, so they under-
stand the position we’re in. I
imagine the biggest increas-
es will be felt by pubs in the
big cities, and that’s where
it’s going to hit hardest.”
When Norman took over

at the Buck, the average
price of a pint of bitter was
£1.69. As of February this
year – a month before the
war in Ukraine – that had
already doubled. 
Steven Park took over as

landlord at the Crown Hotel
18 months ago. He says that
although he has been able
to keep his prices locked
down through an agreement
with suppliers Heineken, he
has still been obliged to put
20p on a pint.
“Running a pub is expen-

sive at the best of times, and
the cost of the beer is just
one aspect of it,” he said.
“When the costs go up we
have to pass that on to the
customer, but we are deter-
mined to keep our prices
down as much as we can.
“We’re lucky that we have

some fantastically loyal reg-
ulars who understand how
difficult it is and have re-
mained supportive through-
out,” Steven added.
A major price hike would

be the latest setback for the
hospitality industry in 
Scotland. According to fig-
ures from the Scottish Beer
& Pub Association, as many
as one in 14 Scottish pubs
closed down for good during
the various Covid lockdowns,
with more than a fifth closing
since the turn of the century. 

It’s been a long time coming – but work to deliver
Langholm’s vision of an exciting, top-class play
area in Buccleuch Park is finally underway. 
Plans for the development first came to light back

in 2015. A dedicated band of volunteers and fund-
raisers swung into action then and have been hard
at work ever since to bring the plans to fruition. 
The contractors, Hawthorn Heights from Northern

Ireland started work on Monday and say it’s likely
to take six to eight weeks to complete so they’re
apologising for any inconvenience to Park users. 
Langholm, Ewes and Westerkirk Community 

Council say they’re so very grateful to the many
grant funders, local
community groups
and individuals who
played a part in rais-
ing the £100,000 re-
quired. They’re also
indebted to the Com-
munities Directorate
of Dumfries and Gal-
loway Council, who
have been a very   
supportive partner
from the start. 
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14 candidates will contest the six
seats available in our  two council
wards in the local elections on
Thurday May 5. 

Dumfries and Galloway Council
has  43 councillors who are elected
every five years to represent the
region, the last time being in May
2017.

The E&L will feature further
information about each of the
fourteen candidates contesting a
seat in our two wards in the run-
up to polling day.

Annandale East & Eskdale
Ward  has three seats avail-
able for council members to
be elected. The seven candi-
dates are as follows:

CARRUTHERS KAREN 
Scottish Conservative & Unionist

DRYBURGH ARCHIE
Scottish Labour Party 

HERBST-GRAY KIRSTEN
Scottish Liberal Democrats 

MALE DENIS RAYMOND
Independent

MATTOCK STEPHEN PAUL
Scottish Green Party 

TAIT RON
Scottish Conservative & Unionist

WILLMOT SYLVIA
Scottish National Party 

____________________

Hawick and Hermitage
Ward has three seats avail-
able for council members
to be elected. The seven
candidates are as follows:

COX JANE 
Scottish Conservative & Unionist

FERGUSON KEVIN
Scottish Green Party 

KNOX CAMERON
Independent

LEACH ROBERT
Scottish Labour Party 

MCATEER WATSON
Independent

SMART ANNETTE 
Scottish National Party  

WEBSTER ROSEMARY
Scottish Liberal Democrats 

Langholm landlords defiant
as the price of a pint soars

Publicans vow to keep prices “as low as possible” for loyal regulars
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Play Park’s promising progress
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The landlords in Langholm will do their best to keep the
price of a pint as low as they can

Council
Hopefuls

An artist’s impression of how the new facilities in Buccleuch Park may look


