
Tenants of Buccleuch Estates
say they are shocked and dis-
tressed after receiving letters
from their landlord, notifying
them that their homes are to
be potentially sold as part of
an ongoing business shake-up.
Buccleuch says it is currently

unable to put a figure of the
number of homes affected, but
it’s believed around 30 tenants
of its Borders Estate in areas
including Langholm, Canonbie,
The Hollows and Nittyholm
have been earmarked for sale. 
The move is part of a wider

effort by Buccleuch Estates
across its three country estates
in the south of Scotland to divest
itself of scores of residential
lettings.
Some tenants say they fear

the letters mean they’ll be evict-
ed unless they are able to buy
their properties. One concerned
resident who has asked for his
name to be withheld, said most
occupants are old age pensioners
and in poor health – a claim
which Buccleuch Estates strong-
ly refutes. 

Anxiety
“The letters are causing a lot

of stress and anxiety and in all
honesty where do they expect
pensioners to get mortgages for
the price that the properties
would be valued at,” the tenant
said.
“My wife and l have always

paid our rent on time and have
maintained the property we are
in, as if it was our own and
have even been complemented
by the estate for the way we
have looked after it. It obviously

means nothing to them other
than they will be able to get
more for the property when
they come to sell it.”
Jon Alexander, chief operating

officer of Buccleuch Estates,
told The E&L: “Letters have
been sent out to tenants, out-
lining our plans to either retain
the properties for letting or, in
some cases, potentially selling
the properties. We are asking
tenants if they would be inter-
ested in buying the property
that they currently rent.
“Since the letters were sent

out last week, we have been
very encouraged by the response
from tenants expressing interest
in their own or another property
and meetings are being arranged
with those tenants.” 
Mr Alexander added that each

situation would be examined
on a case by case basis and
that there were no fixed dates
for asking tenants to leave.  
“We have put a lot of work

into this process, reviewing all
properties within the portfolio
and identifying the options for
their future use, whilst ensuring
ensure that tenants are treated
as sensitively as possible.”
Reaction from all three local

MSPs has been swift. South
Scotland labour MSP Colin
Smyth branded the move dis-
graceful, saying: “At a time
when families are facing a cost
of living crisis Buccleuch 
Estates should hang their heads
in shame that they plan to make
local families, many of whom
have lived in these homes for
years, homeless.
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The return of Langholm 7s
BEST WISHES TO LANGHOLM RUGBY CLUB FOR THEIR SEVENS TOURNAMENT ON SATURDAY
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Buccleuch to put 30
homes on the market

After a two-year break for Covid, rugby Sevens re-
turns to Langholm this weekend for the traditional
end-of-season jamboree.

Teams including Watsonians, Hawick, Jedforest and
Kelso will be heading for Milntown on Saturday for what
promises to be a feast of fast-flowing rugby – and a fit-
ting celebration of Langholm rugby club’s 150th year. 

The first Sevens – or Sports as they were then known
– were held in 1908 and attended by six Border teams,
with Gala winning. Langholm won the trophy for the first
and last time in 1959. 

Full report p9...Editorial p 2

Duke’s tenants face worrying time in business ‘shake-up’
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When Copshaw artist Paula
Rowan was asked to create a
work of art for the Cumberland
Infirmary Intensive Care Unit
three years ago, she says she was
both thrilled and honoured. 
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How about a Men’s
Shed for Langholm?

Members of Langholm
Probus Club are considering
whether to draw up plans for
a Men’s Shed in Langholm. 

Full story: Page 4

Hope, Strength 
and Love

Five girls from Langholm
achieved athletics success at
the recent Borders Harriers
Athletics Open Meeting at
the Sheepmount Athletics 
Stadium in Carlisle.

Full story: Page 15

Nittyholm Cottages, near The Hollows are Buccleuch properties

Carlisle success for
Langholm athletes

Muckle 7s heaven

SPORT

By Penny Johnstone

Full story: Page 10

Langholm’s Peter Wilkes is tackled during the 2019 Langholm 7s
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Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

In Memoriam Church Notices

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church Services
Sunday 24th April

Langholm 10am

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Masks are optional

Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 73755.

Charity no. SCO11946

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale and

Canonbie Churches
welcome you to

Worship on Sunday
morning at 10am and
11:30 respectively. 

The Community Cafe
is open every Tuesday

2-4pm

Rev Morag Crossan
on 07861736071 or
email mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk

> From Page 1

“I have written to Buccleuch
Estates asking them to allow ten-
ants to buy their home and those
who are not in position to do so,
to be allowed to remain as tenants
or only permit a sale to a new
owner if they agree to allow ten-
ancies to continue.” 
Dumfriesshire MSP Oliver

Mundell said: “This is a very wor-
rying time for the tenants con-
cerned, who live in various parts
of Eskdale, some of whom, it is
suggested, may be older people
with health or disability issues. 
“I have been contacted by indi-

vidual tenants and will 
raise their concerns with 

Border Estates.” 
And SNP MSP Emma Harper

said she also intended to write to
the Estate management to “explore
this matter further with a view to
ensuring tenants will not be neg-
atively impacted and that their
rights will be upheld. I will also
seek to explore the reason for this
decision” 
While Buccleuch’s move is of

grave concern to some tenants,
for others it’s providing an ideal
chance to step onto the housing
ladder.  
Tenant Adam Roe who lives in

Henry Street in Langholm, says
he has been looking to buy a
property for some time. “For me
this is an opportunity, he said.

“It’s hard for younger people to
get into property these days and
to save for a deposit. It’s probably
the push I need. It was a shock to
get the letter, it was unexpected
and there are not many rentals
available, it would be a struggle
to find somewhere.”

Lettings
The E&L has been in touch with

a local property agent who confirms
there is currently a shortage of let-
tings, with a high volume of tenants
looking to rent. They also told us
that with the local sales market
very strong at the moment, a lot of
landlords are choosing 
to sell rather than to lease 
properties.

Jon Alexander said Buccleuch’s
move to sell some private rentals
is part of an ongoing process which
started in 2015. “In the last seven
years, we have sold approximately
160 residential properties,” he said,
adding that during that process no-
one has been forced out. He also
said the initiative was not related
to any current or proposed housing
legislation but part of a long-es-
tablished policy of Buccleuch 
reducing its property footprint.
Sarah Jane Laing, chief executive

of Scottish Land & Estates, which
represents landowners, said she
was aware that Buccleuch had
been reviewing its residential assets
and had been kept informed of the
offer to tenants. 

“No-one has been forced out”

Will stars align for return of Langholm Sevens?
Rugby Sevens is woven into the fabric of Langholm life and has been since a team rep-
resenting Scott and Sons of Waverley Mills took on their rivals from Hotson the
Builders in 1886. 
In the intervening years, the town has welcomed some of the world’s greatest players to

Milntown and crowds have thrilled to star-studded teams like the Barbarians and London
Scottish.
Covid has put paid to the tournament for the last two years, so it is cause for huge

celebration that the Sevens returns this weekend. The likes of Hawick, Melrose and
Watsonians might be rivals on the pitch, but it’s great to have them back. 
That said, the last time Langholm won the event was in 1959 – so wouldn’t victory this

year be particularly sweet?

54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH
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10 days until Census deadline
Scots are being reminded they
have less than 10 days to com-
plete the national census. Anyone
who fails to complete the survey
by 1 May could be fined up to
£1,000. 
Census letters have been sent to

more than 2.7 million households
in Scotland, representing 5.5 mil-
lion people.
Taking part in the census is a le-

gal responsibility and everyone
must be accounted for. It provides
vital information required to run
the services we all rely on. National
Records of Scotland said the in-
formation helps the government
plan and fund services like trans-
port, education and healthcare. 
Reminder letters have been issued

to every Scottish household and
field staff are visiting addresses

that haven't yet completed it to
offer guidance and to advise on
sources of support. For those in
greatest need of assistance, the
option to complete their return
over the phone is also being of-
fered.
People who do not fill it in, or

give false information, could face
prosecution and be fined.
More than 90% of responses re-

ceived so far have been submitted
online via the census.gov.scot web-
site. 
In the last census in 2011, only

20% of census responses were
submitted online. Paper copies are
still available for householders if
they prefer.
The census asks questions on a

range of topics, including the types
of accommodation people stay in,

household relationships, age, sex,
health and employment status.
New questions for the 2022 census
include use of British Sign Lan-
guage (BSL), passports held, pre-
vious armed forces history and
new voluntary questions on sexual
orientation and trans status.
Since 1801, a census of the pop-

ulation has been taken every 10
years in Scotland with the excep-
tions of in 1941 because of World
War Two and in 2021 owing to
the Covid-19 pandemic.
Anyone who cannot complete

the census on their own can ask
someone they trust over 16 years
old for help. Support is also avail-
able for people with additional
needs. Go to www.census.gov.scot
for more information or call the
free helpline on 0800 030 8308. 

Scott Morrison
Precious memories of our dearly loved son Scott, 

taken from us in an accident on
22nd April 2020, aged 22. 

Of all the special gifts in life
However great or small
To have you as our son
Was the greatest gift of all

Our Shining Star, Forever in our Hearts 
Love forever and always.

Mum and Dad.

Jon Alexander is Buccleuch Estates’ Chief Operating Officer

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser is part funded by the
above organisations along with charitable trusts and 

individuals from the community of Langholm.



By Nick Brownlee

At least one child from 
Dumfries and Galloway has
been treated for hepatitis, fol-
lowing an outbreak of the illness
which has affected youngsters
across Scotland and the UK.
Last month there were 11 cases
registered in Glasgow, Lanark-
shire, Tayside and Fife. But this
week Public Health Scotland
(PHS) confirmed a further two,
in the Lothian and Dumfries
and Galloway NHS regions. 
The condition causes inflam-
mation of the liver, and symp-
toms can include dark urine,
itchy skin, jaundice, sickness
and joint pain. 
There have been more than
70 such cases across the UK
since January, and while no
deaths have been recorded it is
understood that some children
have been transferred to spe-
cialist liver units, with six re-
quiring liver transplants.
The hepatitis viruses common-
ly associated with the condition
have been excluded, with a clear

cause yet to be identified. 
A PHS spokesman said: “In a
number of cases, adenovirus
and SARS-CoV2 (coronavirus)
have been detected, so these
links are currently being inves-
tigated.
“Parents and others taking care
of young children should be
vigilant about hand and general
hygiene. We will issue further
updates as the situation develops
and we have more information.”
Adenoviruses are a family of
common viruses that usually
cause a range of mild illnesses
and most people recover without
complications. They can cause
a range of symptoms, including
colds, vomiting and diarrhoea.
While they don’t typically cause
hepatitis, it is a known rare
complication of the virus.
Adenoviruses are commonly
passed from person to person
and by touching contaminated
surfaces, as well as through the
respiratory route.
This week public health min-
ister Maree Todd told the Scot-
tish Parliament the number of

infections north of the border
stood at 13. But she assured MSPs
there was no link between the
hepatitis outbreak and the Covid-
19 vaccine, because all of the
youngsters – aged between one
and 10 years old – had not re-
ceived a dose of the inoculation.
“Although investigations into
the cause are ongoing, we are
able to definitively confirm that
there is no connection between
the Covid-19 vaccination and
these cases,” she said.
“None of the infected children 

have received a first dose.
“Whilst I know many will be
concerned by this situation,
please be assured that Public
Health Scotland is working hard
to identify the cause and is
working closely with health
agencies across the United King-
dom and international partners.”
With reports of cases in the
US and EU, the virus is now a
“global concern” with the World
Health Organisation monitoring
the situation.
The number of children who
presented at the Royal Hospital
for Children with abnormal liver
function in March exceeded the
annual total expected for the
whole of Scotland.
Thirteen children aged between
one and ten years old across
six health boards have been
confirmed as having severe hep-
atitis with health authorities
launching a major investigation
into the cases.
Six children across the UK
have undergone liver transplants
due to the outbreak with the
Scottish child’s operation being

completed successfully.
Dr Meera Chand, director of
clinical and emerging infections
at the UK Health Security Agen-
cy, said officials were working
across the four nations to “in-
vestigate a wide range of pos-
sible factors which may be caus-
ing children to be admitted to
hospital with liver inflammation
known as hepatitis”.
“One of the possible causes
that we are investigating is that
this is linked to adenovirus in-
fection,” she said. “However,
we are thoroughly investigating
other potential causes.”
Health authorities have said
parents and carers should con-
tact their GP or other healthcare
professional if they notice signs
of jaundice in their child. Hep-
atitis symptoms include:dark
urine; pale, grey-coloured poo;
itchy skin; yellow of the eyes
and skin (jaundice); muscle and
joint pain; a high temperature;
feeling and being sick; feeling
unusually tired all the time;
loss of appetite; tummy pain.
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Community
Benefit fund
The deadline is approaching for
applications to a  new £35,000
community benefit small grant
scheme open to applicants in
Dumfries & Galloway.
Local business Alpha Solway,
which manufactures personal pro-
tective equipment for industry
and healthcare, donated the mon-
ey to support the work of grass-
roots organisations.
Applications are invited for
projects based in the region that
aim to improve the physical or
emotional wellbeing of people
aged 16 and under, or 60 years
and over; and/or reduce food
poverty within the same age
groups.
Third sector organisations, con-
stituted community groups, am-
ateur sports clubs, and not for
profit social enterprises can all
apply.
The maximum grant is £5,000
and all applicants must demon-
strate how the funding will help
those benefitting to ‘bounce back’
from the Covid-19 pandemic.
Full guidance is available at
www.tsdg.org.uk/funding-up-
date/alpha-solway-cf
Applications should be submit
ted no later than noon on Mon-
day, April 25.                

D&G youngster treated
in hepatitis outbreak 
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ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

The UK Government has
announced more details
about its flagship Shared
Prosperity Fund (SPF).

More than £4.4 million has
been allocated to Scottish
Borders communities, with
£5.6 million being shared
across Dumfries and 
Galloway.

The fund replaces EU fund-
ing streams and the UK 
Government is matching
what was spent in Scotland
previously through them. The

SPF aims to be much more
flexible and less bureaucratic
than those administered by
the EU.

EU requirements for match
funding, which impacted on
poorer places, will be abol-
ished.  Instead of regional
agencies, funding decisions
will be made by elected lead-
ers in local government, with
input from local members of
parliament and local busi-
nesses and voluntary groups.

Investments made by the

SPF can include regenerat-
ing rundown high streets,
fighting anti-social behaviour
and crime, or helping more
people into decent jobs, tack-
ling economic decline and
reversing geographical dis-
parities in Scotland and
across the UK.

The announcement also
sees the Multiply scheme
launched, which aims to im-
prove numeracy across the
UK. The Scottish Borders is
to receive almost £1m via
this scheme, and Dumfries
and Galloway just over £1m.

This funding is in addition
to other Levelling Up funding
schemes, including the Com-
munity Ownership Fund, and
the Community Renewal
Fund.

Borders MP John Lamont
said, “I have been working
closely with the Levelling Up
Minister, Neil O’Brien, on
how communities in the 
Borders can make best use
of this funding. 

“Now that this funding is
no longer administered by
Brussels, the funding scheme

is now much less bureau-
cratic, and will be locally led,
making it much easier for lo-
cal organisations to access
this money.”

Borders MP John Lamont have been working closely with the 
Levelling Up Minister, Neil O’Brien

Parents urged to check for symptoms as UK case numbers grow

Public Health Minister 
Maree Todd

Borderlands to get £12 million

Unit 2 Sandilands, Longtown
CA6 5LY  t. 01228 792497

1/2 Market Street, Carlisle
CA3 8QJ  t. 01228 739926

find your trail...
with a BIKE

www.bikeseven.co.uk
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How about a Men’s
Shed for Langholm?

By Brian Hinchcliffe

Members of Langholm Probus
Club are considering whether
to draw up plans for a Men’s
Shed in Langholm. The Shed
issue has come up in various
conversations at Probus and
out of curiosity I visited the
Lockerbie Shed recently to
find out more.  I’m happy to
report we now have Lockerbie
Shed Coordinator Ken Har-
vey coming to visit the Probus
Club on May 4 and we want
to open our meeting to the
public and potential shedders
in Eskdale and Liddesdale to
see if there would be enough
support locally for our own
venture.
There is no single template
for Sheds. Everything is down
to what shedders want and are
able to do in their community.
Funding can come from trusts,
Scottish government and local
authority grants, or from dona-
tions and sponsorship. Sheds
look to receive surplus or scrap
materials and tools from local
businesses and individuals, 
including hammers, nails, saws,
screwdrivers, power tools, 
lathes, timber, paint, plasterboard

amongst other items. And funds
can be raised in house from
restoring, making and selling
goods.
This interest in a Shed by the
Probus Club comes at a time
when National Records of Scot-
land show the number of 
suicides rising for the second
year in a row with the majority
of cases being men.
Improving mental health and
wellbeing is a national priority,
though Public Health Scotland
acknowledges there is still a
big problem with men being
able to talk openly about mental
health
Mental health support agency,
See Me Scotland found that 39
per cent of men were worried
about the reactions of others
when talking about their mental
health, while 30 per cent said
that not knowing who to talk to
stopped them from opening up.
Here in Langholm the causes
of depression, anxiety, loss of
self-esteem, loneliness, money
troubles, alcohol and drug 
dependency are all present. 
And the Men’s Shed Move-
ment believes it has found a
way to help improve things.
Charlie Bethel from the UK

Men’s Sheds Association told
E&L, “Imagine a dozen men
in a room and ask them to talk
about their feelings. Most will
just leave, the few remaining,
with nowhere to hide, will be
staring into the corners or at
the floor.  But if the same dozen
guys are given a lawnmower
and asked to fix it, after an
hour they will all know each
others’ names. They’ll be having
proper conversations, talking
about wives and grandchildren,
footy teams, cars, how they
take tea or coffee and laughing.
It's a sense of purpose in a safe,
non-threatening company, doing
something practical and 
positive.”

And Hilda Campbell from the
mental health agency Cope-
Scotland agrees. “It’s attractive
to men who don´t want to ask
for help or formal counselling.
The shed helps with financial
problems, energy costs, problem
drinking, legal advice. There’s
even a pantry and a food bank.
They make toys and stuff for
local charities and do small  
repairs.”
There are almost 200 sheds
in Scotland and a dozen in
Dumfries and Galloway.
Langholm’s nearest is Locker-
bie. The E&L is asking would
a Men’s Shed work in
Langholm? We’ll have more
on this next week.

Probus Club investigates the possibilities

Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or

email your comments to penny@eladvertiser.co.uk

Tense time
for tenants
Borders Estate (which belongs
to the Duke of Buccleuch)
have issued letters to approxi-
mately 30 tenants in the areas
of Langbolm, Canonbie, The
Hollows, Nittyholm plus other
areas, of their intention to sell
the properties they occupy. 
Although they haven't issued
eviction notices (yet), this is
just another way of saying
you’re going to be evicted un-
less you purchase the property.
As most occupants are old age
pensioners and are in poor
health, ranging from being
severally disabled to having
cancer amongst other medical
problems, all this has done is
cause a lot of stress and anxi-
ety and in all honesty where do
they expect pensioners to get
mortgages for the price that the
properties would be valued at.
The feeling of the tenants (of
which l am one) that l have 
spoken to, is that by issuing the
letters, it will make the tenant

panic and leave on their own
accord, which would stop the
Duke getting a bad name of
being accused of evicting old
age pensioners, which wouldn‘t
look good in the press, would
it?
On a personal note, my wife
and l have always paid our rent
on time and have maintained
the property we are in. As if it
was our own and have even
been complemented by the 
estate for the way we have
looked after it and have never
asked them to do anything
other than what would be
classed as essential mainte-
nance, we have always com-
plied with the terms of the
contract and have gone beyond
what is expected of tenants,
but for what. It obviously
means nothing to them other
than they will be able to get
more for the property when
they come to sell it.
I appreciate that there is
probably not a lot you can do
to stop this but you should be
aware of what is happening. l
have also sent the same letter
to Mr David Mundell, 

Conservative MP.
I have not included my name
or address. Because l am a ten-
ant and l don't wish to escalate
any eviction sooner than it is
going to be
.

Name and address 
withheld

’

Pals join tartan
army on Kiltwalk

Two pals from Eskdale are
donning kilts and walking boots
in order to walk 22 miles for
charity this weekend.
Catherine Lithgow and Lois
Lane will join thousands of others
taking part in the Glasgow 
Kiltwalk on Sunday in aid of the
MS Society and Macmillan 
Cancer Support.
The events raise funds for Scot-
tish charities and projects, with
all money raised topped up by
50 percent by the Hunter Foun-
dation. Since 2016, Kiltwalkers
have raised £19 million and the
Hunter Foundation have added
£10 million, making a total of
£29 million for over 2,600 char-
ities.
“For the last two years we have
completed ‘virtual walks’ in

Canonbie and Langholm for the
MS Society, but this year we are
back to normal and walking 22
miles from Glasgow Green to
Loch Lomond,” said Catherine. 
“We'll be dressing up in some
tartan for the event and I have
also blinged my shopping trolley
which will come with us to hold
our gear and snacks.”
The pair have been training
hard over the last few months
and are confident of making it to
the finish at Loch Lomond, where
the Red Hot Chilli Pipers will to
play everybody over the line. 
Anybody who wishes to sponsor
Catherine and Lois should go to
Just Giving Kiltwalk Glasgow
2022 and search for Catherine
Lithgow at Canonbie Cone Lady
or Lois Lane.

Letters to the Editor

Is D&G
serious?
How serious is D&G Council
about rubbish recycling?
A week ago last Monday
was red bin collection day
(metals, plastics, cartons) and
as the single one I share with
my landlord was full, I left a
transparent couple of bags by
its side.  They were quite large
because (1) I had been away
on a couple of previous collec-
tion days and (2) I am a recy-
cling enthusiast who hates
unnecessary landfill or any
other litter, and so retain every
scrap of recyclables rather
than putting it in miscella-
neous waste.

Need I add that the extra said
bags were not uplifted?
England has just abolished
charges for uplifting large
household items, in the face of
ever-increasing fly-tipping (un-
derstandable, if unforgivable at,
typically, £10 an item).
I repeat, just how serious is

the Council about recycling?

Richard Lennox
1 Henry Street

Langholm

Unfounded
allegations
Ditch the Drain is a grass
roots campaign that emerged
over the past two years as a di-
rect result of the horror and
frustration felt by many hun-
dreds of residents over the
current flood scheme propos-
als and the arrogant and woe-
ful response of both our
previously elected representa-
tives and DG Council officials
to the huge process and tech-
nical concerns raised.
For over two years, the Com-
munity Council has refused to
both listen to and represent the
true community position on this
topic and, considering this is the
largest construction proposal in
Langholm for centuries, we feel
it has not been given the attention
nor scrutiny necessary for such a
significant infrastructure project.
On behalf of our core campaign
management group and our hun-
dreds of amazing supporters, I
wish to refute in the strongest
possible terms, the utterly  
unfounded allegations of abuse

levelled at campaigners in last
week’s letters page.
It was made clear to Mrs
Sanderson, when she eventually
attended our presentation a few
weeks ago, that any unsavoury
comments brought to our atten-
tion on Facebook have always
been removed immediately.
However, when she suggested
we should simply not share any
critical opinions beyond our own
campaign page, I made it per-
fectly clear that Ditch the Drain
will under no circumstances be
censored by the Community
Council! 
I therefore again through these
pages wish to thank our sup-
porters for their incredible and
dignified support in the face of
the horrific impact this scheme
will have on their way of life,
enjoyment of their river and
riversides and their mental health,
and that within the campaign all
local opinions are welcome and
encouraged with a view to work-
ing together to secure the most
appropriate flood protection 
solution for Langholm.

Erika
Ditch the Drain

Kiltwalkers Catherine Lithgow, left, and Lois Lane are 
walking 22 miles for charity

Men’s sheds have become increasingly popular in the UK”
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Invitation to ‘Explore
Langholm and Eskdale’ Road

recovery
D&G Council’s Road recovery
fund programme of works con-
tinues, Langholm is expected
to commence mid to late May.
Street lighting works have start-
ed in Meikleholmside. 
Kilngreen toilets were closed

over the Easter Bank Holiday
weekend. We have been told
by the Council it was due to a
blocked urinal. R Tait coming
back to us with further info as
it’s still closed today.

____________________

Mundell to
attend CC
meeting
Oliver Mundell, MSP for Dum-

friesshire, will be attending the
LEWCC meeting on 02 May at
5:30pm in the town hall to hear
first-hand the impact budget cuts
are having on our community
and other matters.

New guide provides a wealth of information for visitors to the valley
Easter weekend saw the launch
of a new guide to Langholm
and Eskdale in the form of a
small booklet.
‘Explore Langholm and 

Eskdale’ provides a visitor guide
to the area and covers Canonbie,
Ewes, Westerkirk and Eskdale-
muir as well as Langholm. 
The guide is intended to provide

visitors with information in the
form of a taster, rather than go
into great detail about each item.
It also includes links to websites
for various places in the area. 
Developing tourism in the area

is a key objective of the
Langholm Community Plan. The
creation of a guide hopes to sup-
port that aim. 
A decision was taken to widen

the guide out to cover the whole
of Eskdale as there is so much
to see across the whole area with
something for everyone.
The project was funded by the

Scottish Government’s Ideas into
Action fund for which, the
Langholm Alliance received a
grant. The production of the

guides cost just under £5000 and
uses photos by local photogra-
phers whose images greatly en-
hance and illustrate the text. The
design was done by a Langholm
based designer while the printing
was done by a Dumfries based
print company.
The guide is being distributed

widely around the area and if
any bed and breakfast hosts, or
other accommodation providers
would like to have some copies
for their accommodation, they
can contact the Welcome to
Langholm shop in the high street
where they are being stored. Ev-
eryone is invited to pick up a
copy there or in the various shops
around town.
It is hoped that the guides will

enhance people’s stay in the area
and encourage visitors to spend
more time and to stay longer in
Langholm and Eskdale. 
It is recognised that guides

such as this go out of date very
quickly and it is hoped that an
update can be produced in the
future.

NEWS
IN BRIEF

Objectors to an enormous
windfarm proposed for Faw
Side, north of Langholm, say
they’ve reached their first mile-
stone by submitting their first
batch of written objections to
the Scottish government.
Faw Side Community Group
submitted 18 objections to the
Planning and Environmental Ap-
peals Divisions (DPEA) by the
April 15 deadline.
FSCG Chair Yvonne Jackson
said considerable effort was made
by members to prepare the nec-
essary material for the Public In-
quiry being held over 10 days in
June, July and August. The In-
quiry sessions will be open to
the public, virtually or in person. 
Community Wind Power wants
to build 45 turbines on 4542
hectares of land, stretching across
Dumfries and Galloway and the
Scottish Borders, with 28 of the
turbines of up to 200m, falling
within Annandale and Eskdale.
Both local authorities oppose the
application.
The Scottish government is rul-
ing on the scheme because of
its size and the amount of elec-
tricity that would be generated

from it, which would exceed
50MW. Community Windpower
say their proposal could deliver
a major "economic boost" over
40 years, whilst helping to meet
climate change targets. 
In their submissions to date,
FSCG have addressed the sig-
nificant negative visual impact of
the proposed Faw Side scheme
within a designated Regional
Scenic Area. They also addressed
peat removal impacts, A7 and
local road transport disruptions,
wind farm noise risk, increased
flooding risk, private water dis-
ruption and contamination risk
and the impact on ornithology.

The campaigners say expert
witness Christopher Ford provid-
ed clarity regarding the current
and projected future of Scotland’s
electrical energy profile, when
he spoke to the public at a meet-
ing in the Langholm Social Club
two weeks ago, explaining the
current grid challenges, which
limit Scotland's ability to transmit
electricity out to England. 
FSCG say they strongly believe
that Faw Side wind farm is the
wrong renewable project for this
area and believe the design is ill
conceived. The Group is prepar-
ing additional material covering
community, archaeology and cul-
tural heritage impact issues for
two more upcoming Inquiry dead-
lines on June 2 and July 11.
The objectors are continuing
their fundraising campaign to
reach £15,000 by the time of the
Public Inquiry, to pay for their
legal and professional witness
costs. Soup and Pudding and
Spring Cream Teas events have
been held in Ewes Hall and
they’ve set up a GoFundMe page,
which live and accepting dona-
tions at ‘Faw Side Community
Group’.

 
Patients Supporting Patients                                         Scottish Charity No: SC049385 

Been diagnosed with Prostate Cancer? 
Undergoing treatment for Prostate Cancer? 

Do you have Prostate Concerns? 

    We Need To Talk ! 
Come and talk to our Buddies 
 
A ‘Buddy’ is:-  
Someone who has or had prostate cancer and been                                                                 
through the treatments. Someone who is happy to   
share their experience of their cancer treatment. 
Someone who is happy to listen and give support, 
drawing on experience. Someone who can help you  
find the information you need. 
Someone who has undergone training as a buddy. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Attendance is free and tea, coffee & biscuits will be provided. 
 

                                   

                Supported by: 
                                                                                                            P.B.D&G March 2022  

An Open Meeting will be held on  
Monday 25th April 2022 in the                     

North Foyer of the                                  
Buccleuch Centre, Langholm.                            

From 7.00pm – 9.00pm                                       
 

 Visit: www.prostatebuddiesdandg.org.uk          
for more information,                                                          

or call our Support Line: 07856 899411  

 
 

 
 

Above left: 
Billy Young, Vice Chair, Langholm Alliance, 
Margaret Pool Chair of the Langholm Initiative
and John Galloway Chair of the Tourism Group

Above right: 
Eskdalemuir resident Adrian Soloman and Lara
Porter, Development Manager of the Old School
and Community Hub welcome the new guide

Faw Side group hit milestone
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Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

6 Thursday April 21, 2022

C&D Auction Marts Limited had for-
ward 6,184 sheep comprising of
2,338 cast ewes & rams and 3,846
prime lambs at their weekly sale at
Longtown on Thursday 14th April
2022.
OTM’s sold at extreme rates being

compatible to other local centres, more
grazing types forward.
Hereford cows to 177p/kg (x2) North

Howes, Annan, Simmental to £171p/kg
Langholm, Argyll, Galloway to 167p/kg
Balliemeanoch, Dalmally, Holstein
Friesian to 163p/kg Hethermill, 
Kirklinton.
Beef cows to £1,150.50 North

Howes.
Dairy cows to £1,059.50 Hethermill.
A smaller entry of 3,846 prime hoggs

were forward with large numbers of
both heavy hoggs and hill bred hoggs
forward, leaving an overall sale aver-
age of 260.2p (SQQ 270.8p) was
achieved
Beltex hoggs topped the price per kilo

at 359p from I & A Hamilton, Claywalls,
Capheaton.
Topping the price per head at £172

for Beltexs from BS Hennessy, Orton
Rigg, Great Orton.
Export weight hoggs and smalls con-

tinue to be a massive demand, with
many more well fleshed hoggs in these
categories required to satisfy customer
demand.

PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER KILO)
Beltex 359p Claywalls, 351p Station
Yard, 348p Pasture House, 325p
Slealands, 313p High House, 305p
Pasturewood, 303p Slealands, 301p
Orton Rigg.
Texel 329p Station Yard, 320p Heath-
ery Hall, 315p Sangomore, 308p West-
ernhopeburn, 302p Culquhasen &
Newhope, 300p Campingholm & San-
gomore.
Cheviot 302p Pilmuir, 298p Station
Yard, 297p Macharioch, 296p Largie,
295p Campingholm, 292p Macharioch.
Blackface 291p Cumcatch, 290p Kirk-
house, 289p Pasture House, 288p
Broathill, 282p Balliemeanoch.
Herdwick 284p Mid Harrietsfield.
Suffolk 281p The Homestead, 278p &
265p Culquhasen, 265p Pasture
House, 262p Allenheads.
Swaledale 278p Haresteads.
Cheviot Mule 274p Clackmae.
Mule 266p Stable House, 265p Allen-
heads & Culquhasen, 264p Station
Yard.

PRINCIPAL PRICE (PER HEAD)
Beltex £172 Orton Rigg, £151 Clay-
walls, £150 Pasturewood, £150 Pas-
ture House, £147 Kilnford Croft, £144
Finnieness, £141 Woodhead, £140
Claywalls & High Greenhill.
Texel £169 Durran Mains, £151 & £140

Kilnford Croft, £139 Durran Mains,
£138 Chapel, £136 Stoneflatts &
Chapel.
Suffolk £147 & £140 Kilnford Croft,
£138 & £134 The Land, £131 Sibmister,
£130 School Farm, £128 Stoneflatts &
West Scales.
Cheviot £129 Aucharua, £126 Long-
burgh Fauld, £125 Kirkton & Sandbed,
£124 Windoek & Yett.
Charollais £129 Culquhasen, £127
Westernhopeburn, £124 Stoneflatts,
£122 Culquhasen.
Cheviot Mule £124 Kilnford Croft.
Blackface £124 Yett & Kirkhouse, £122
Brewery House Barn & Station Yard &
Heathery Hall, £120 Sykehead
Mule  £123 Whitcastles & Pasture
House, £119 Station Yard, £118 West-
ernhopeburn.
Dorset £121 Bordergate.
North Country Cheviot £120 Tister.
Border Leicester £117 Penpeugh.
Hampshire £116 & £110 Westernhope-
burn.
Swaledale £113.50 & £112 Western-
hopeburn.
Herdwick £108 Mid Harrietsfield.
A larger show of 2,338 ewes were for-
ward to the usual ring side of buyers,
with big strong ewes selling at recent
rates, although small plain ewes would
be easier on the week as more of this
type were forward.
Heavy ewes to a top of £258 for Texels

from A & HC Smith, Crumhaughhill
Hill ewes topped at £136 for Cheviots
from CB Services, Old Hall, Stockport.
Blackface ewes sold to a top of £129
from W & PF Walton, Penpeugh.
Rams topping at £238 for Suffolks from
Upperlands.
All quantities of ewes are required for
this week’s sale and more ewes can be
sold on a weekly basis to vendor’s ad-
vantage with an unprecedented de-
mand here at Longtown. Please do not
hesitate to contact our auctioneers,
who will be pleased to take your calls
for further entries or enquiries

HEAVY EWES
Texel  £258 Crumhaughhill, £248
Chapel, £245 Low Tirfergus, £240
Arkleby House, £235 Chapel, £132
Arkleby House, £230 Viewfield.
Charollais £225 & £207 Upperlands.
Suffolk x £214 The Land, £202 Kiln-
ford Croft, £200 The Land, £198 Beck-
foot, £190 The Land, £182 Boldron,
£178 Beckfoot.
Beltex £195 Heathery Knowe, £180
Gallowberry, £178 Thornthwaite Close,
£162 Chaseside & Cardewlees, £154
Killocraw, £150 Stoneflatts.
Bluefaced Leicester £167 The Wreay,
£160 Beckfoot & Penpeugh.
North Country Cheviot £166 Tister,
£158 & £149 Chaseside, £149 Beck-

foot, £144 & £139 Upperlands, £138
Blingeay.
Bleu Du Maine £162 Cardewlees.
Blue Texel £158 Woodhead.
Mule £150 Kilnhill, £145 Barnsallie,
£142 Raeburnhead & Greenburn, £140
Chapel, £138 Upperlands & Mid Farm,
£137 Lanehead, £136 Dale House &
Brewery House Barn.
Cheviot Mule £146 Kilnford Croft,
£143 Heatherglen, £140 Galleywreay,
£134 Whins, £131 White Knowe, £130
Clackmae.
Dorset £142 Upperlands, £132 Kim-
meter Green, £128 Hazelbank.
Border Leicester £140 Ingleston.
Berrichon £137 & £132 Newark.
Zwartble £136 School Farm.
Half-Bred £130 Sibmister.
Romney £120 Bordergate.

LIGHT EWES
Cheviot £136 Old Hall, £128 Spring-
wells, £120 Kirkton, £119 Kilnford Croft,
£115 Bardaravine & Springwells, £113
Sibmister, £111 Douglas Hall.
Blackface £129 Penpeugh, £115 Lag-
gan View, £108 Longburgh Fauld, £106
Upperlands, £102 Heatherglen, £101
Low Tirfergus.
Swaledale £109 Spoutbank, £108
Chapel.
Shetland £107 Douglas Hall.
Herdwick £104 Fold Head.

Goat £78 & £76 Heatherglen.
RAMS
Suffolk £238 Upperlands, £214 Spout-
bank, £212 Upperlands & Midtown.
Texel £230 The Land, £210 Lanehead,
£208 The Land, £205 Upperlands.
Charollais £226 Chaseside, £212 Up-
perlands.
North Country Cheviot £166 Chapel.
Dorset £158 Hazelbank.
Berrichon £150 Newark.
Bluefaced Leicester £144 Heather-
glen, £142 Middle Shipley, £140
Newark.
Beltex £140 Blacket House.
Cheviot £140 Bloch.
Blackface £138 Heatherglen.
Hampshire £134 Chaseside.
Lleyn £132 Hazelbank.

Averages:
Hoggs
Light to       296.0p (265.0p)
Standard to     359.0p (273.0p)
Medium to                 301.0p (245.0p)

Ewes
Light to           £136.00 (£74.15) 
Heavy to                  £258.00 (£143.31)
Rams                       £238.00 (£152.60)

Dog owners have once
again been urged to con-
trol their pets after a hor-
rifying attack on sheep and
lambs in Eskdale.
The incident occurred last

week in a farmer’s field close
to the confluence of the rivers
Tarras and Esk, when a dog
was spotted chasing ewes
and lambs. This resulted in
both panicked sheep at-
tempting to escape by cross-
ing the Tarras.
One lamb is understood to

have drowned, while the 
others sustained neck and
hip bite injuries. 
By the time the farmer

reached the scene the dog
had gone. 
A spokesman for the 

National Sheep Association
said: “It is an offence to allow
a dog to worry sheep. Wor-
rying includes attacking or

chasing sheep and, in some
circumstances, farmers are
legally entitled to shoot dogs
if they are endangering their
sheep.
“It is vital that you keep

your dog on the lead around
livestock, even if you can
usually trust it to come to
call. If you live in or near a
farming area, you must make
sure that your dog cannot
escape from your property,
as it may find its way onto
land containing sheep.”

Warning for dog
owners after

sheep attacked

Potential exodus
of egg farmers

Around the marts

British eggs could be in short
supply later this year as farm-
ers consider a mass exodus
from the industry, warns a
leading egg organisation.
The British Free Range Egg

Producers Association (BFREPA)
says new data shows scores of
egg producers are considering
stopping production at the end
of their current flock.
The association says the po-

tential exodus of free-range and
organic egg farmers comes after
major supermarkets refused to
help them with spiralling feed
and energy costs.
It has accused supermarkets of

putting “cheap food marketing
tactics” above the needs of farmers
and called a crisis summit at next
month’s Pig and Poultry Fair.
An Annandale poultry farmer,

who houses 32,000 hens and
prefers not to be named, told
The E&L, “The situation is quite
dire at the moment. Like every-
one else, feed and electricity
costs are spiralling and I’m los-
ing money. We’ll soon be facing

an electricity bill of £4000 a
month, double what we’re used
to,” he said. 
Earlier this month egg industry

leaders, including the BFREPA,
warned of egg shortages unless
retailers raised prices to cover
rapidly increasing production
costs.
They said shoppers needed to

be paying 40p extra per dozen
eggs to avert a catastrophe in
the sector and the British Egg
Industry Council warned 10-
15% of egg farmers could leave
the industry as a result of losing

money on every egg their hens
produce.
Now a new survey from

BFREPA reveals 51% of pro-
ducers are considering stopping
production until the price they
are paid improves, and 70%
plan to leave the industry within
a year if price rises aren’t forth-
coming.
There are clear and obvious

cost increases being heaped upon
farmers and retailers simply
aren’t sufficiently adjusting the
retail price (for eggs),” said
BFREPA chief executive, Robert

Gooch.
“Any increases being made

are too little and too slow; they
are suffocating businesses. This
is nothing more than supermar-
kets putting cheap food mar-
keting tactics above the needs
of the primary producer.”
Mr Gooch said BFREPA had

asked every major retailer to
increase the price of free-range
eggs by at least 40p per dozen.
“Only two retailers had the

decency to acknowledge our re-
quest, and not one has done
enough to meet the additional
costs of producing eggs during
this crisis,” added Mr Gooch.
“Many of my members are

losing money on every egg laid,
and our data shows that even
those who are making a small
profit do not see a long-term
future.
“The appetite for eggs from

the public is extraordinary, but
I’m afraid we will see shortages
of British free-range eggs and
organic eggs on the shelves 
before long.”
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Childcare
shortage
The south of Scotland has been
identified as having an urgent
need for more high-quality, flex-
ible childcare.
The Scottish Childminding

Association (SCMA) with
£170,000 partnership funding
from South of Scotland Enter-
prise (SOSE), Highlands and
Islands Enterprise (HIE) and
Skills Development Scotland
(SDS) is aiming to address the
shortage with a new pilot
scheme.
The Scottish Rural Childmind-

ing Partnership pilot aims to
support economic and commu-
nity development through the
creation of more than 100 new
professional childminding jobs
and up to 900 childcare spaces.
Organisers say those who ap-

ply and are accepted onto the
pilot will be supported by a
dedicated member of the SCMA
team, from induction training
and support through the regis-
tration process to establishing
their new business.
On completion of registration

with the Care Inspectorate and
HMRC, the new childminder
will receive a £750 start-up
grant to help cover any costs
associated with setting up their
new business from home.
To learn more visit www.child-

minding.org/childminder-re-
cruitment

IN BRIEF

It’s 25 years since the death
of John Denver in a plane
crash aged just 53.
Now the life and music of the

singer-songwriter, whose hits
included Annie’s Song and Take
Me Home Country Roads, are
being celebrated in a special
concert at Langholm’s 
Buccleuch Centre on Friday
evening.
Chris Bannister began touring

with his solo show, The Music
of John Denver, in 2010. Since 

then his uncanny ability to recre-
ate Denver’s sound has brought
him widespread acclaim.  
Chris has recorded several

John Denver radio specials for
the BBC and toured the show
extensively, developing an in-
ternational reputation and reg-
ularly performing in front of
crowds in Denver’s home town
of Aspen, Colorado. He has
also worked alongside a number
of Denver’s former bandmates,
including saxophonist Jim Horn

and guitarist Steve Weisberg,
who played on such hits as
Back Home Again and Grand-
ma’s Feather Bed. 
But Chris is also renowned

as a songwriter in his own right.
His debut album, Only Human,
was released in 1992, and its
combination of country, folk
and rock elements immediately
caught the attention of legendary
broadcaster, Bob Harris who
added the album to his radio
playlist.   
The single We Were Children

was released in 1993, and its
inclusion on the BBC Radio 2
playlist brought Chris’s work
to a wider audience.
As well as continuing to write,

record and perform his own
music, this year Chris has in-
troduced keyboard player Justin
Randall and vocalist/guitar play-
er Debbie Jones, adding a new
dimension to his theatre shows.

Tickets for Chris’s show are
priced at £15 and available
at www.buccleuchcentre.com

Country Roads bring
singer Chris to Langholm

Chris Bannister brings the music of John Denver to 
The Buccleuch Centre on Friday
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Kate’s off on the ride of her life
Gilly Fraser reports on epic 1300-mile trek 30 years in the planning
Kate McMorris is all smiles as she prepares for the
biggest adventure of her life. But the 50-year-old vet
knows that by fulfilling her dream of riding a horse from
one end of the UK to the other, she also faces a real test
of endurance.

Kate first came up with the
idea 30 years ago when as a
veterinary student, she com-
pleted a 200 miles charity
fundraising trek from Halifax
to Hadrian’s Wall. She says
the dream of riding from John
O’Groats to Land’s End never
faded but work, family and
other commitments all got in
the way. Now though, at the
age of 50 and with the home-
bred equine partner she de-
scribes as ‘awesome’, she
feels the time is right.
‘The recent pandemic era

has also made me realise
that life is short and that we
never know what’s around
the corner,’ Kate says. ‘Like
many, I've been moved by
inspiring stories of human en-
deavour and wonderful kind-
ness, across the country. It's
stirred me to see what I might
also do to help those charities
near and dear to me.’

Kate, who’s a Director with
the New Forest based 
Seadown Practice, is raising
money for Vetlife which pro-
vides emotional, financial and
mental health support to the
veterinary community and for
Pets As Therapy. 
‘Spending time with my an-

imals is a great way of help-
ing reduce my stress levels,
and we see how much ani-
mals can help people in so
many ways. The veterinary
profession is a stressful one,
but it is helped by our daily 
interaction with these amazing
creatures.’
And speaking of amazing

creatures – Kate says Marilyn
will certainly make sure the
ride never gets boring.
‘Marilyn can be feisty, tem-

peramental, opinionated and
determined but she can also
be loving, faithful, obedient
and steady. She’s a perfect

and characterful package and
will be a trusted travel com-
panion, but with enough spirit
to keep me on my toes.’
The first Vet ever to under-

take the marathon trek on
horseback, Kate knows it won’t
all be plain sailing. She’s cho-

sen to set out on April 24
which is World Veterinary Day
and reckons she’ll be in the
Newcastleton area at the end
of May. She says she’s count-
ing the days. ‘It’s not a quest
for the fainthearted and I an-
ticipate some truly inhospitable

terrain and conditions. It'll test
my strength of character, my
courage, my mental health,
my skill as a horsewoman,
my faith and possibly my vet-
erinary expertise. I can't wait.’

You can follow Kate’s
progress on her Facebook
page – The Great British Vet
Trek

Online subscriptions to the

are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read

anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT!  

Kate McMorris will ride Palomino Marilyn on 1,300 mile trek
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7s heaven at Milntown21 horses for Easter meet 
Langholm Horse Racing
Association held their first
meeting of the 2022 season
at the Castleholm on Easter
Sunday.
It was a glorious day and
they would like to thank ev-
eryone who supported them
by coming along, and enjoy-
ing the sunshine with friends
and family, and all helpers
beforehand and on the day.
They were treated to four
races, and 21 horses took
part. Half of these travelled
from various parts of Ireland
to support us and was much
appreciated. They also
stayed over the weekend in
the town and hopefully helped
out local businesses. 

Caster
The first winner of the day
was Langholm horse, Caster
for J & B Racing. Then Haw-
ick had the next two winners,
Cypriot Prince and Royal
Shaheen for Alasdair Clark.
Then Irish connections, The
Irish Angle Syndicate, won
the last race with Grey Boy.
After the last race there
was an Easter egg hunt for
the children, also a ring toss
game, and bubble wands.
Everyone was treated to
good music and singing from
Archie Irving which rounded
off the day nicely.

RESULTS

6 Furlongs 
1st Caster ridden by Dominic
Hislop
2nd Big Innes ridden by T P
McGettigan
3rd Short Trip ridden by 
Paddy Hanlon

1 ½ Miles
1st Cypriot Prince ridden by
Alasdair Clark
2nd Donegal Bay ridden by
T P McGettigan
3rd Peace n Quiet ridden by
Paddy Hanlon

1 Mile
1st Royal Shaheen ridden
by Alasdair Clark
2nd Ah Hear Lad ridden by
Kevin Healy
3rd Titan ridden by Dominic
Hislop

1 ¼ Miles
1st Grey Boy ridden by Ollie
Gilligan
2nd Magic Moments ridden
by Alasdair Clark
3rd Leona’s Fancy ridden by
T P McGettigan

Prizes donated by Eskdale
Saddlery went to the “best
turned out” in each race.
These were: Caster, Donegal
Bay, Beautiful Sunday and
Jim Jam.
We have lots to aim for
over the four meetings at
Langholm. Equine Products

are giving £300 worth of their
goods to the horse that 
accumulates the most points
this season at Langholm and
Neil Henderson has given a
trophy for the champion 
jockey at the Langholm 
meetings.
The winner of the number
Squares was Colin Barnfa-
ther and an Easter egg for
second prize went to Karen
Reid. 
The next race meeting will
be held at the Castleholm
on Sunday 1st May at 2pm,
so mark it in you diary for
another great family day out. 
Tell your friends too and
help to keep flapping alive!

Saturday  sees the return of
the Langholm Sevens after  a
2 year enforced break due to
the pandemic. With the  return
of the popular tournament
Langholm RFC are delighted
to welcome  timber company
James Jones and Sons Ltd as
sponsors .
There will be 12 teams com-

peting for the Scott Cup  . Club
chairman Kenneth Pool said 
"its great to be back  and we 

are  very grateful to James Jones
and Sons Ltd  for their excellent
support. Despite a number of
clubs still playing fifteen- a -
side matches we have been able
to get 12 teams to take part
these being Hawick , Jedforest
, Melrose,  Kelso , Selkirk ,
Gala ,  Berwick , Edinburgh
Accies,  Watsonians , Hearts
and Balls , Hamilton Bulls  and
of course Langholm. The tour-
nament will be played as four
pools of 3 teams with the winner
of each pool going into the semi
final .First tie 2pm.  
There will be  a hog roast and

hot food for sale , a Borderlands
Brewery bar outside and the
usual bar inside . There will be
a karaoke in the evening.
The weather looks set fair so

we hope to have a good crowd
watching some exciting rugby . 

By Hannah Robertson

Eskdale Pony Club held their
Easter rally on Saturday on the
Castleholm in Langholm, with
thanks to the Duke of Buccleuch
for his permission to use this
lovely spot of land.
Helen Woodhouse taught our

members a mixture of flatwork
and jumps and they completed a
wee course. 
Everyone ventured out on an

Easter egg hunt round the lodge,
up through the woods and down
the curly snake road, returning
with lots of chocolatey goodies. 
A well deserved sausage roll,

crisps, juice and most importantly
a Pelosis ice cream finished off
the rally nicely. 
Welcome to new members Alice

Turner & Ciara Mckinnel, it was
great to see you having lots of fun.
Alice Douglas won the best

dressed hat completion and Beth
Porter came second. What a lot of
effort went into these Easter riding
hats.

Above & left: Action shots from the Castleholm on Sunday by Gavin Graham

Caster owners, John and Brenda Brough with sponsor Zander Turnbull and jockey Dominic Hislop
Photo by Melanie Horne Photography

First flapping meeting of the season gives LHRA a much-needed head-start

Flatwork, riding hats and Pony Club Easter eggs

As Sevens Rugby returns to Langholm this weekend, we take a look back

Taken in the 1970’s before the caravan site arrived with crowds three to five deep in places. 

JIm & Janet Morrison, Rennie & Dave Crawford, Willie & Isa Friell
Arch (the dyer) Smith at the back, but who are the girls?The signed programme from the 1959 Langholm SevensLRFC Sevens team from 1899

Nearest Langholm got tho holding their own Sevens Trophy was when
these young supporters helped Gala captain Michael Dodds

Hector Monro presents 1981 winners Kelso. Some familiar faces!

Doreen Hislop presents the prizes in 1983

1992 publicity picture with sponsor UPS’ bannerEskdale Pony Club members with their Easter eggsAlice Douglas wins the best 
Easter riding hat

Lexie Robertson
saddled-up

An impressive display of Easter riding hats
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Heather’s
challenges

By Nancy McLure
“A Queen’s Nurse is someone
who is committed to high stan-
dards of practice and patient
centred care”. Members of
Ewes SWI were very interested
to meet local Queen’s Nurse,
Heather Innes, the speaker for
our April meeting.
Heather gave an account of
her midwifery training in 
Glasgow followed by practice
in Peterborough and Dumfries.
Leading to a discussion with
members about the changes in
midwifery practice over recent
decades. 
Heather went on to explain
what is involved in her present
post as Senior Charge Midwife
responsible for Vulnerable
Women and Families in 
Dumfries and Galloway. She
gave members different 
scenarios to discuss and this
gave us an insight into the dif-
ferent challenges she faces from
day to day in the course of her
work.
Heather concluded by outlin-
ing how she accepted the 
challenge of becoming a
Queen’s Nurse during the lock-
down and we were delighted
to see her award and pho-
tographs. Her commitment to
her patients and her skill and
enthusiasm for helping them
to live their best lives is much
to be commended.
Before supper and the raffle,
Heather judged the competi-
tions. The results were: Doll -
1st, Maureen Brown, 2nd, Ada
Bell, 3rd, Anne Hannah. Bowl
of Bulbs: 1st, Anne Hannah,
2nd, Nancy McLure, 3rd equal,
Joan Cubbon and Maureen
Brown.
The evening concluded with
discussion of arrangements for
the May meeting and AGM.

____________________

Bridge
Club
results
Friday April 15

North/South - 1st, Bob Fran-
combe & George Graham, 2nd,
Alison Mullock & Jim Muir,
3rd, Lorraine Morton & Elspeth
Clarke. 
East/West - 1st, Tom Stoddart
& Nancy McLure, 2nd, Sandra
Ritchie & Anne Hislop, 3rd,
John Packer & Barbara 
Addison.

Home after two years
‘stuck’ in Australia

Langholm couple were heading home when Covid struck Down Under
By Gilly Fraser

When Langholm couple Niall
and Elspeth Weatherstone 
decided to build a second home
in Australia in 2004, the plan
was to spend six months of
the year there and six months
back home in Scotland. That
allowed them to enjoy contin-
uous summertime and avoid
chilly winters altogether. But
in March 2020 Covid struck
and they suddenly found them-
selves unable to travel. At the
time they were at their 
Australian home, in a small
town called Denmark, which
Niall describes as being “not
unlike Langholm but with bet-
ter beaches.”
“We had actually been home
in Langholm for Christmas 2019
because we wanted to spend it
with our young grandchildren,”
Niall says. “We returned to Aus-
tralia in the middle of January
and then of course in March 
everything kicked off and 
Australia went into tight lock-
down.”
The couple’s love affair with
the land down under first began
in the early 1980’s. Niall’s work
as a Geologist in Mining had
taken them all over the world
but after a holiday in Western
Australia, they realised they felt
very at home and comfortable
there. It was relatively benign

in terms of climate, without the
extreme temperatures experi-
enced in other parts of the 
country.
However, even though they
clearly love their second home,
they never expected to be 
effectively stranded there by a
global pandemic.
“In WA they took a very hard
line, all the borders were shut,
not just international but also
internal between states,” Niall
says. “The only cases recorded
in WA were coming in on boats
and cruise ships and a rigorous
quarantine system was set up
so that it wouldn’t get into the
community. The regime worked.
We only got Covid cases in
Denmark in the last couple of
months.”

Fortunate
Niall knows they were fortu-
nate to be living in a place like
Denmark because even with the
lockdown restrictions, it was
easy to get out into the country
or to walk along the beach with-
out seeing another soul. But the
loss of freedom was nevertheless
hard to cope with.
“Knowing that we couldn’t
leave the country was the thing
that affected us the most. We
were used to having a choice
and could come back to Scotland
every six months or go on hol-
iday in other parts of Australia.

Now all of a sudden we couldn’t
do that and we did feel a bit
trapped. We made an attempt
to get out last year when certain
exemptions were issued for 
travel but we were turned down
because they didn’t think we
had a good enough reason.”
Two years on, Niall and 
Elspeth have finally made it
home to Langholm and are thor-

oughly enjoying long-delayed
reunions with their loved ones.

Family
“It's good to be back. The fam-
ily descended on us as soon as
we arrived, so now we’re going
to concentrate on relaxing for a
while before we catch up with
friends.”
However even though it’s great

to be back on Scottish soil, Niall
knows it will only be a matter
of time before they start to get
itchy feet again. 
“The plan is to stay for six
months then go back to Australia
in October and hopefully we
can get back to some sort of
predictable schedule from
then.”___________________

By Gilly Fraser

When Copshaw artist Paula
Rowan was asked to create a
work of art for the Cumber-
land Infirmary Intensive Care
Unit three years ago, she says
she was both thrilled and hon-
oured. The Unit means a great
deal to Paula since she worked
there as a Nurse for 13 years
and knows from her own ex-
perience just how important
it is, to staff, patients and their
families. However, the com-
mission wasn’t exactly
straightforward, because by
Paula’s admission, it took her
right out of her comfort zone. 
‘I really wanted to make some-
thing very special for the ward,
but they had a specific idea in
mind,’ Paula says. ‘At that stage,
it wasn’t really the kind of thing
I would normally paint.’
Paula’s delicate and detailed

paintings of animals and children
in either watercolour or acrylics
have won her a legion of fans
and her distinctive style is easy
to spot. However, the hospital
had something very different
in mind.
‘They wanted a much bigger
and bolder painting that would
capture a spirit of hope and
strength. So, I really had to give
it a lot of thought.’
It happened that renowned
artist Julie Dumbarton was living
in the village at the time – an
artist who has won great acclaim
for her vibrant, colourful 
paintings. So Paula turned to
her for advice. 
‘Julie was great, she really
helped me a lot. The very first
thing she told me was to ditch
the small paintbrushes I usually
use, and use big ones instead.’
Paula says after initial hesita-
tion, she found she really 

enjoyed the new style, and has
continued to use it in many
more paintings. The resulting
work for the ICU depicts a
beautiful tree in full bloom
which she titled, ‘Hope, Strength
and Love.’ It has pride of place
in the room where relatives sit,
waiting for news of their loved
ones. 
‘It’s taken until now for the
painting to be put up in the
ICU because of Covid,’ Paula
says. ‘But I’m really proud of
it and I hope it brings a little bit
of comfort to people in their
time of need.’

Hope, strength and love

Paula puts the finishing touches to her tree which has finally been hung
in the ICU unit at the Cumberland Infirmary

NEWS
IN BRIEF

Elspeth and Niall Weatherstone are fortunate to have homes on opposite sides of the globe
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LOCAL NOTICEBOARD

LOCAL 
NOTICEBOARD
Advertise on the
NOTICEBOARD

this size
5cm x 1col

only

£15 inc VAT

LOCAL NOTICEBOARD
Advertise on the
NOTICEBOARD
this size 5cm x 2col 

only

£20 inc VAT
Contact: sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

Please send your events for this FREE  listing below, to sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

WHAT’S ON IN ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE 

APRIL
Fri 22nd The Music of John Denver The Buccleuch Centre, 7.30pm

Sun 24th Langholm Accordian & Fiddle Club 
and guests Langholm Social Club 2-5pm

Fri 29th The Springsteen Sessions The Buccleuch Centre, 7.30pm

Sun 30th

Liddesdale Ladies Amenities Group
(LLAGs) Coffee Morning Newcastleton Village Hall

Jewellery and Art workshops 10am - 4pm Eskdalemuir Community Hub

MAY
Sat 1st Langholm Horse Racing Assosiation 

Race Meeting 2pm Castleholm

Fri 6th Afternoon Tea 2pm - 4pm Hermitage Hall, Newcastleton

Sat 7th
Langholm Love Local Producers Market Market Place

Canonbie Tennis and Bowling Club Open
Day 1pm to 4pm

Canonbie Hall, Bowling Green and
Tennis Courts

Sun 8th Canonbie Vintage and Classic Tractor Run Canonbie and surrounding area

Sat 14th AGM 7pm & Talk by Adam Armstrong
about the Border Reivers 7.30pm ESMP Hall, Eskdalemuir

Sat 23rd Tommy Millar and the Two Pennies
A Tale from the Titanic Nicholforest Hall

Sat 28th Matinée:  A Right Royal Knees-up The Buccleuch Centre, 2.30pm

BEPUZZLED

If you have compiled a quiz - 
or a crossword - 

you would like to send in to the E&L, 
we would be delighted to publish it.

You can either pop it through the door,
(54 High Street, Langholm)

hand it in to the office or email it to 
sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across
   1       South North American republic (6)
   5       Warning (3-3)
   8       Version still being developed (4)
   9       Boss (8)
 10       Packages (7)
 11       Literary work (4)
 13       Donkey (5,2,6)
 16       Close (4)
 17       Commander in chief of a fleet (7)
 20       Parasol (8)
 21       Wicked (4)
 22       Gorge (6)
 23       Loftier (6)

Down
   2       Lift up (7)
   3       Hebrew patriarch (5)
   4       Fail to notice (8)
   5       Class (4)
   6       Flourish (7)
   7       Eats (5)
 12       Submissive to authority (8)
 14       Soft and moist (7)
 15       Scrutinise (7)
 16       Sweatbox (5)
 18       Standard of perfection (5)
 19       Futile (4)

The E&L CROSSWORD...No.7

SOLUTION on Page 14...no cheating!!

Langholm Ewes & Westerkirk 
Community Council 

MMOONNTTHHLLYY MMEEEETTIINNGG 
Monday 2nd May at 5.30pm 
in Langholm Town Hall. 

Oliver Mundell MSP will be attending the meeting
If any member of the public would like to attend they are

asked to book their place by contacting
Robert Dickson, secretary

Please Call 07546 925986 or 013873 80949
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Times Past 
1959: Langholm Win Scottish and Border
Championships
Over 3500 spectators saw rugby history made at Melrose on
Wednesday night when Langholm defeated the Greenyards
team by 9 points to 6. By their win Langholm, for the first
time since the club was formed in 1872, became Scottish and
Border Champions, and the first team for many years to go
through the season without a single defeat. In the Scottish
Championship, Langholm heads the table with a percentage of
89, having played 19 games, won 15, lost none and drawn 4.
In the Border League Championships Langholm occupy first

place with a total of 20 points in 11 games against Hawick and
Gala. Almost every wheeled vehicle in the town and district
was requisitions on Wednesday night to convey the local sup-
porters to the vital game with Melrose and there were scenes
of tremendous enthusiasm at the Greenyards when the final
whistle sounded. Langholm supporters swarmed the pitch and
all the players with the captain of the team, Jimmy Maxwell,
in the van, were carried shoulder high to the pavilion where
the Border League Cup was handed over by the president of
the League, Mr Hector Monroe, an ex-Langholm and South of
Scotland forward. No sooner was the match over than the peo-
ple who had remained at home were informed by telephone of
the result. 

Pipe Band
Tentative arrangements had been made for a reception for

the team if they had won. Shortly after nine o’clock the crowd
began to gather in the High Street and in the Market Place de-
spite warnings that the team could not be expected until nearly
eleven. The first of the spectators of the game began to arrive
at about ten o’clock and they to took up positions on the street
in order to take part in the welcome. The Pipe Band moved off
in front the Town Hall to the Townhead Toll Bar in order to
play the victors down the street, while the Town Band re-
mained in the Market Place and played a selection of Scottish
Tunes to entertain the crowd, which was growing every
minute. 
It was after eleven when the bus with the team arrived home.

At that time the crowd on the pavement at Langholm Bridge
was six deep and the High Street packed on either side. The
only comparison which could be made with any past scene
was the crowd was of the size to be expected on a fine Simmer
Fair Nicht. Composed almost entirely of Langholm folk its
size has been estimated at 1500. Most people realised that he
team would be accorded a good reception if they won the
match but no one, least of all the players, was prepared for the
tumultuous welcome which was ready. A few minutes before
the arrival two men gained access to the Town Hall roof and
hoisted the Langholm club’s flag on the flagstaff. It remained
in place for several days. The players were taken from the bus
and carried shoulder high down the street behind the Pipe
Band, and when they reached the Town Hall, where Provost
Hyslop, wearing his chain of office, was waiting, the Town
Band struck up “ See the Conquering Hero Comes”.  

Langholm Academy team 1958/59

31st December 1871 On Old Years Day 1871 the 
sons of three local mill owners, William Scott, Alf Moses and 
William Lightbody, invited the men of the town to the Lamb 
Hill to try the new game of Rugby Football. This was the rst 
recorded incidence of the modern game being played in the 
Scottish Borders. Langholm Rugby Football Club, the oldest 
rugby club in the Borders, was formed in the rst weeks of 1872 
following a meeting held in the Buccleuch Hotel. The earliest 
battles were fought out between the Old and New Town and 
further a eld with Canonbie and Westerkirk. During one game 
a Canonbie player was sent off for biting a Langholm player 
in “the nether regions” during a scrum! Langholm rst played 
their great rivals Hawick on Old Years Day 1874, and insisted 
on playing under their rules and offered to bring “thir ain ba’ if 
Hawick didna hev yin”!

The local Scott family has played a pivotal role in the club’s 
development over the years. William Scott was an inspiration-
al gure during the early years, being the club’s rst captain, 
president, secretary and treasurer and any player who upset 
him during the week “wadna be picked for the team on Set-
erday”! In 1892 his nephew Tom appeared in the ranks of the 
team. By 1895 he had been chosen to represent the South of 
Scotland and later that season received the rst of his eleven 
caps playing against Wales. In 1914 he was the rst Borderer 
to be appointed President of the Scottish Rugby Union and 
was the youngest man ever to hold that title!

The First Fifteen of the 1958-59 season.

Captain Jimmy Maxwell brings the Border League cup home to Langholm, April, 1959

Players in a seven-a-side football competition on the Castleholm 20.10.1886

Tom Scott, front row, 2nd from the left, at the conservatory, Erkinholm in the 1890’s. 
One of the greatest three quarterbacks the game has ever produced

1958-59 Every dog has its day, and the Langholm club’s 
was the 1958-59 season when they achieved the impossible 
by winning their own Sports, the Border League and the unof-
cial Scottish Championship.  They were also the only team 

out of 420 listed in the Sunday Times to remain unbeaten!  The 
crucial game of the season took place at Melrose and when 
the team returned home that night they were carried shoulder-
high down the High Street to the Town Hall to be congratu-
lated by Provost Hyslop, who toasted their continuing success 
in champagne drunk from the Border League cup. 

 “There’s a wee toon on the Borders, 
 Renowned for Rugby Fame, 

The greatest team in Scotland, 
Langholm is it’s name,   

They’ve won the Scottish Championship,
The Border League an’ aw, 
Unbeaten and unsullied, 

Their heids aboon them aw!”

Langholm Sevens team in the early 1960’s: Archie Irving, Andy Warwick, 
George Saddler, Joe Donaldson, Archie Irving, Rob Wylie, John Elliot, 

Billy Richardson and Zander Turnbull 
The winning sevens team from 1959
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By Juliet Weatherstone

Designer Anna Cordingley’s newest 
exhibit “Van Gogh Alive” has arrived in
Edinburgh’s Festival Square, for a four
month stop on its UK tour. I went earlier
this month with my two flatmates and
found it to be a powerful experience,
allowing you to step into the mind of the
famous artist.
And until June 17, anyone in striking 

distance of the Scottish capital will have the
chance to visit what’s being billed as 
the world’s most popular immersive multi-
sensory gallery experience.  
The travelling exhibit, which has visited 75

countries so far, has dazzled audiences in
London, Manchester and Birmingham. And
eight and a half million people around the
world have felt its charms since it first
opened its doors in Singapore in 2001.
The exhibition uses light, colour, sound and

fragrance to bring Van Gogh’s famous paint-
ings alive. For me it was very immersive, to
the point where I sort of lost track of every-
thing else and I’m really glad I went. 
It was creator Anna Cordingley who came

up with the idea for the “Sunflower Infinity
Room” and the walk through the gallery, fea-
turing the immersive recreation of many of

Van Gogh’s most famous pieces, including
his world renown, Starry Night. 
Cordingley has won awards for her set and

costume design, specialising in designs for
various theatrics, including opera, dance,
musical theatre and cabaret before stepping
into the world of exhibition design. 
Van Gogh Alive has multiple rooms for vis-

itors to enjoy; an interpretative area, which
allows you to gain important information

about the artist, offering an education on his
life and works. In the “SENSORY4” gallery,
visitors are surrounded by screens and pro-
jections of Van Gogh’s most loved works, set
to a classical score. Then there is his bed-
room, a true to life representation of one of
the artist’s most famous pieces. 
The exhibit also offers an activity area,

which encourages you to pick up a paint-
brush and follow a tutorial to create your very 

own masterpiece. And there’s even offers
a few photo ops, mainly in the “immersive
sunflower room”, a mirrored room filled with
life like sunflowers. 
Tickets are available every day, at half

hourly intervals, and cost £20 for an adult
ticket. Concessions are available and if you
get your ticket through the university, like I
did, it will only cost you £5.

Coming up the back straight in the mile race last Saturday afternoon by photographer Tom Hutton
Camera: Nikon D7000

The E&L Gallery

Van Gogh Alive: A sensory experience
ENTERTAINMENT

Photo by Rebecca McMillan Photography



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES
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ROOFING SERVICES

McCulloch
 Roo�ng Family Business Since 1979

28 Bank Street
Galashiels TD1 1EN

for a free quote or advice
Phone:01896 888664

web: mccullochroofing.co.uk

ALL ROOFING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Sla�ng ▪ Tiling ▪ Flat Roofs 
UPVC Windows and Doors 
UPVC Facias and Gu�ering

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows

PUBLIC NOTICES

ELECTRICIANS
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BLINDS

TO LET

Solution to Crossword No 7
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ADVERTISING

Online subscriptions to the

are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read

anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT! STARTING AT £1 A WEEK

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
Gillian McCartney,Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN
Tel: 013873 81066 | email: gillian@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM

www.dumgal.gov.uk

PLANNING
The applications, associated plans and documents can be viewed on-line 
by following the ePlanning link on the Council’s website at www.dumgal.
gov.uk/planning.  Written comments may be made to Head of Economy 
and Development by email to Planning@dumgal.gov.uk or via the Council’s 
website, as noted above, by 12/5/2022 (Type B).
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 
1997 (B)
Ref No/Type Address/Proposal
22/0626/LBC (B) 74 High Street, Langholm - Alterations to existing 
shopfront including hanging signs



Athletics
Five girls from Langholm
achieved athletics success
at the recent Borders 
Harriers Athletics Open
Meeting at the Sheepmount
Athletics Stadium in
Carlisle.

Matilda Brockley, Hannah
Jeffrey, Antonia Brockley, Mol-
ly Henderson and Ava Bell
won 10 medals between them
including:

Under 13 - Ava Bell won
two silver medals in the Long
Jump and 75m Sprint and 

Molly Henderson won a gold 
medal in the Shot Putt.

Under 15 - Matilda Brockley
won 3 gold medals in the
High Jump, 75m Hurdles and
Long Jump, setting a new
Personal Best in her High
Jump of 1.50m. Hannah 
Jeffrey won a bronze medal
in the Shot Putt and Antonia
Brockley won two silver
medals in the 200m and
100m and Bronze in the Long
Jump.

___________________
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Under 13 - Ava Bell won two silver
medals in the Long Jump 

and 75m Sprint 

Carlisle success for
Langholm athletes

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Mr Chris Hutchinson
Session clerk: 013873 73755 
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508

Antonia Brockley, Matilda Brockley, Hannah Jeffrey and Molly Henderson after their success in Carlisle

Girls’ Rugby
Langholm’s Scarlett
Crossan was in action at
Murrayfield last month as
East Lothian U16 girls’ rug-
by team took on Stirling
Country in the National Cup
Final.

Having remained undefeat-
ed all season, East Lothian

were favourites, and early
scrum dominance was re-
warded with the lead after
10 minutes. Then a series of
head injuries in quick suc-
cession saw three of their
most experienced forced to
withdraw. 

Stirling seized the initiative
against a weakened side and
eventually ran out comfort-

able 32-17 winners.
Disappointment turned to

joy just 24 hours later, how-
ever, when Scarlett and four
of her teammates received
the news that they had been
selected for the East regional
squad. They will train weekly
with the other girls selected
in the region, with their first
game on May 22.

Golf
Langholm Golf Club opened its 2022 season with
the traditional Presidents v Captains 
competition.

This year, the  fair conditions favoured the Presidents
who had a win of 4½ v 3½.

Pictured are vice-president Andrew Paisley and 
captain David Jeffrey.

Girls on tour
to Hampden

Girls’ Football
The girl footballers of
Langholm and Canonbie
schools cluster enjoyed a great
evening at the World Cup
qualifying match between
Scotland and Spain at Ham-
pden Park last week. 
For many, it was their first

live football match – and it
didn't disappoint with a great
pre-match and half-time atmo-
sphere. More than 7,800 were
watching, a record attendance
for Scotland women's game and
it was a game that Scotland
were unlucky not to take a point
from.
Many thanks go to the parent 

helpers for their assistance
and to young sports leader Re-
gan Irving for her ongoing sup-
port for the younger children.
Thanks also to Telford's coaches
for providing travel to and from
the stadium.
The girls’ football would not

be possible without the support
of the Funders Forum in
Langholm, who ensure that it
remains free of charge.
Queen of the South, Annan

Athletic and Hawick have all
inquired about friendlies against
Langholm girls’ teams, and there
will be new football strips 
arriving in May.

Scarlett banishes Cup woes
with selection for East squad

Langholm & Canonbie girl footballers on a visit to Hampden Park

Left: Scarlett emerges from the Murrayfield tunnel
Above: Receiving her medal

Presidents prevail 
over first match
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Rugby
By Kenneth Pool

Langholm 34 Dunbar 28

Langholm took on Dunbar
in another rescheduled
East League 2 match on
Saturday. Back in October
Dunbar inflicted a heavy
defeat on the Milntown
men so the home side
knew it was going to be a
tough match – and so it
proved. 
The first quarter of the

match was stalemate with
both sides attacking and de-
fending well. However it was
Langholm who opened the
scoring with a well-worked
try from Ben Jardine, con-
verted by Smith.
Langholm now started to

get more ball and made a
number of good attacks on
the Dunbar line. Flanker Rikki

Kiore crashed over for a well-
taken try which Smith 
converted, before Dunbar
struck back with a converted
try. Jardine’s second try made
it 19-7 at half time.

Dogged
Kiore scored again in the

second half, before Dunbar
stuck back again to bring the
score to 24-14. Jardine’s third
try extended the lead, but
Dunbar came back with an-
other converted try to reduce
it to just eight points in the
last quarter. A good Langholm
attack saw Calum Helling
score in the corner, but 
Dunbar were not finished
and poor defence saw them
run in for another converted
try. Langholm hung on for
the last five minutes for a
dogged 34-28 win.
Langholm are now sitting

in second place in the league
just behind North Berwick,

with a home fixture against
Livingston on April 30 and
visit to Leith for a crunch
match on May 7. This week-
end all roads lead to Milntown
for the return of The

Langholm Sevens a after two
year gap, with the first tie
kicking off at 2pm. The tour-
nament is kindly sponsored
this year by James Jones
and Sons Ltd

Football
Chirnside United 4 
Langholm Legion 4

A last gasp header from
Finley Dell saw Legion
share the points with
Chirnside after looking
likely to take all three late on. 
Despite missing captain Lee Irving through illness,

Legion started brightly before the home side took
the lead when the ball was bundled over the line
after a corner. Brian Mattinson soon restored parity
and it stayed that way until half time. 
Chirnside again took the lead only for Mattinson

equalise a second time as the match went end to
end. Ali Little then scored a great team goal to give
Legion the lead for the first time, and it stayed that
way until, with 10 minutes left, the home side grabbed
two quick goals. 
The visitors showed guts in clawing a point back

through Dell’s late header, which may yet prove to
be crucial, although  there is a sense of frustration
after being in such a strong position and not holding
on. 
Legion now face a quick turnaround before travelling

to face Hawick Waverley on Tuesday night in another
tough match. 

Ben Jardine hat-trick 
inspiresLangholm win

E&L
SPORT

Fire Lass double lights things up

Late Dell header
secures point in

eight-goal thriller

Hounds
Fire Lass returned to winning
form last week, and with two
wins has stretched her lead
at head of the Senior Cham-
pionship.  

She finished well to beat Delta
Scope on Wednesday but had
to work harder on Saturday, ap-
pearing off the moss just in
front of Border Prosper. The
pair went stride for stride up
the finish, with Fire Lass getting
the win just on the final stride.  

Delta Style was third after
passing Delta Scope just before
they came into the last field.
Fire Lady and Mr Finnegan
then took the final two tickets.  

There was a new winner in
the pups on Wednesday when
Delta Swift won at Burgh-by-
Sands, but could only manage
fourth on Saturday at Car-
durnock where four hounds
came off the moss in contention.  

Black Thorn and Border Reign
were just in front with Inspect
close behind. As the handlers

started to call them home the
fast finishing Inspect raced first
over the line.  Border Reign
finished well for second and
the consistent Black Thorn was
third.  Delta Swift came in fourth
with Fire Side and Fire Bond
fifth and sixth.  

Meanwhile there was a Senior
Maiden trail at Cardurnock with
four entries.  Castle Clansman
and Matilda set off at a good
pace and word from halfway
was that they were both still
going well taking turns at the
front.  Neither seemed too both-
ered about finishing, but Matilda
finally got sight of the catchers
and raced home in front leaving
Clansman to get second.  Delta
Spiral came next with Sea the
Stars getting round for fourth.

____________________

Results:
Burgh-by-Sands, April 13

Seniors: 1 Fire Lass, 2 Delta
Scope, 3 Delta Style, 4 Fire
Belle. (4 runners, in 21.17)

Pups:  1 Delta Swift, 2 Tallulah,
3 Border Reign, 4 Inspect , 5
Fire Side,  6 Fire Bond (6 run-
ners in 13.54
All In: 1 Border Prosper, 2
Splendid Sally,  3 Frankel (6
runners in 12.46)

____________________

Cardurnock, April 16

Seniors: 1 Fire Lass, 2 Bor-
der Prosper, 3 Delta Style, 4
Delta Scope,  5 Fire Lady,  6
Mr Finnegan (6 runners in
23.43)
Maidens: 1 Matilda,  2 Castle
Clansman, 3 Delta Spiral, 4.
Sea the Stars, 
(4 runners in 24.33)
Pups: 1 Inspect, 2 Border
Reign, 3 Blackthorn, 4 Delta
Swift,  5 Fire Side, 6. Fire
Bond (6 runners in 13.47)
All In: 1 Jazzle, 2 Border
Pride, 3 Fire Belle (4 runners
in 12.47)

Ben Jardine

Fire Lass, with owners  (l to r) Mandy, Megan and Katy Telford
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