
Families lining up to host
refugees fleeing the conflict
in Ukraine say they are feeling
abandoned by Dumfries and
Galloway Council and are de-
scribing their experience so
far as ‘a complete fiasco’.
Local residents who have reg-

istered with the Homes for
Ukraine scheme, offering up
their spare rooms to support
displaced people looking for
safety in the UK, say they have
been coming up against a brick
wall in their efforts to obtain
important information from the
local authority.
Langholm resident Sue Toon

is opening her home to a
Ukrainian lady and her theatre
director daughter. They’re cur-

rently awaiting their visas in
Poland, sleeping in office ac-
commodation at night and being
moved out onto the streets in
the cold during the day. Sue
says after repeated emails and
calls to the council she is getting
nowhere beyond stock replies
in terms of accessing the checks
process and receiving guidance
on how to go about accessing
financial support for her immi-
nent guests. She says staff on
the council’s resettlement project
do not seem equipped to be
dealing with her inquiries. “The
whole process is a complete fi-
asco,” she says.
Janice Harvey and her hus-

band Alan from Waterbeck say
they are encountering the same
difficulties. The Harveys are
looking forward to welcoming
three members of a family from

Kyiv:  a grandmother, a mother
and her 12 yar old daughter.
They are sheltering outside
Kyiv, and have just received
their visas and feel nervous
about travelling on the train
across the border to Warsaw,
after the recent Russian missile
attack on a crowded train station
full of evacuees. 
“We’re finding the whole pro-

cess of engagement with Dum-
fries and Galloway Council
very very difficult,” says Janice,
“it’s painfully slow and we just
seem to be hitting a brick wall.
Nobody has been in touch with
us yet to organise safety and
suitability checks.” 
Janice’s daughter Kate and

son in law Toby McCartney
from Eaglesfield are also signed
up as sponsors and have been
encountering the same problems
with the council. They’ve been
trying hard to smooth the pro-
cess for their Ukrainian visitors,
who happily have now received
their visas and are due to arrive
on flights booked for April 23.
Both families say multiple

calls and emails to the council
result in the same response –
that the authority is waiting for
a directive from the Scottish
government, though scot gov
did issue guidance to all local
authorities nearly 10 days ago
on April 5. In their frustration,
the Harvey and McCartneys
have contacted their MSP Oliver
Mundell, who’s told them he
plans to raise the matter in
Holyrood after the Easter break.

>Turn to page 2
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Anger as refugee hosts
face a wall of silence

Easter eggs with a difference will be on display in
Langholm this weekend – but they are definitely not
for eating!

Dumfriesshire artist Jim Buchanan is hosting a work-
shop giving local families the chance to practice the an-
cient craft of willow weaving, and to create egg-shaped
pods large enough to sit in. 

It looks complex, but Jim insists willow weaving is for
everyone. “It’s an ideal family event requiring a little bit
of strength from the adults, coupled with the dexterity
and enthusiasm of the children!” 

FULL STORY, page 10

Council’s Ukraine resettlement response branded a “fiasco”
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The Welcome to Langholm
volunteers say they are now
fully prepared and ready to
welcome spring and summer
visitors. Page 9
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Much-loved nursery
nurse retires

Langholm nursery nurse
Shona Borthwick has retired
after 31 years of service caring
for and looking after our
youngest weens.

Full story: Page 8

Tourism team
fully briefed

The annual Annandale and
Eskdale Primary Schools
Cross Country Championship
took place at Langholm Rug-
by Club just before the Easter
holidays

Full story: Page 15

BRICK WALL: Janice and Alan Harvey have been frustrated in their attempts
to to welcome a displaced Ukrainian family to their Waterbeck home

Cross Country
Champs Willow Easter eggs? 

It’s no yolk! 

SPORT

By Penny Johnstone

Housing for Ukraine
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Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

Deaths

TURNBULL, Eddie

Peacefully on 5th April 2022, in Thomas Hope
Hospital, after a long illness, Joseph Edward
(Eddie) Turnbull, Waverley Road, Langholm,
beloved husband of Margaret and a dear dad and
papa. 
Interred Langholm Cemetery 13th April 2022.

Church Notices

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale and

Canonbie Churches
welcome you to

Worship on Sunday
morning at 10am and

11:30 respectively. 
In line with

government guidance
Worshippers are

advised to do a Lateral
Flow test on Sunday
morning and will be

required to adhere to
current Covid
restrictions.

Maundy Thursday 
7pm Communion at

Liddesdale 

Good Friday
2pm Reflection at

Canonbie

Easter Saturday
Easter Egg Hunt 10-12

Canonbie with crafts
and soft play. 

Newcastleton 2-4pm
Eater trail tea & coffee

Easter Sunday
7.30am short service

at the Cross, Ettleton
Cemetery

.10am worship
Liddesdlale

11.30am worship
Canonbie

Rev Morag Crossan
on 07861736071 or
email mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk

Thanks for Sympathy

Council must act for the sake of refugees
There is real frustration and anger among those in our community who are going to great lengths
to host and support the displaced people arriving from Ukraine.  

Every day that passes is one of extreme distress for those sheltering from war along the Polish border –
yet moves to bring them here are stymied by red tape, delays and a lack of communication from Dumfries
and Galloway Council. 

Compared to the experiences of people over the border in Cumbria, the response of our officials is
wholly inadequate.

Those in charge at the council must step up and galvanise the machine of local government to deliver a
proper and seamless welcome for all those arriving into the region’s resettlement programme.

54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

Family___________
Announcements

Contact us at the E&L:  Office 013873 80012
News Editor    Penny Johnstone    penny@eladvertiser.co.uk
Sales/Admin   Sharon Tolson         sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

Harper moves to close
shooting loophole

MSP Emma Harper has called
on the Scottish Government to
change the rules surrounding
permitted development rights
(PDR). She says her aim is to
close a loophole which is allows
for high velocity weapons of up
to 50 calibre to be fired on rifle
ranges without being subject to
a proper planning process.

It follows her contact with con-
cerned constituents regarding the
ongoing issues with shooting ac-
tivity at Eskdalemuir. Permitted
development rights allow for any
activity, other than a caravan park
or open air market, to take place
for not more than 28 days per
year, provided no permanent struc-
tures are put in place.

The South Scotland MSP says
rifle shooting should be excluded
from the allowable activities under
PDR and says it would ensure the
voices of communities are heard.
Ms Harper has written to the Scot-
tish government’s Planning Min-
ister ahead of meeting with him
later this month. 

Ms Harper is concerned about
the impact of shooting activity on
parts of the Southern Upland Way
and on nearby sites of roman and
reivers significance and says the
noise disruption to the community
and Samye Ling is a continuing
issue.

“I have therefore formally asked
the Scottish Government to exclude
this type of shooting activity from
permitted development rights. This
will ensure that any rifle range

must go through a major planning
application, it will ensure the com-
munity is heard and it would close
a loophole which is being exploited
by a minority of gun club opera-
tors,” she said.

Darren Bean from the Over Cas-
sock range said such a move would
have no impact on their operation.
And the operators of the Clerkhill
and Ladshaw ranges, Gardners
Guns, have not responded to a 
request for comment.

LANGHOLM, ESKDALEMUIR,
EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

HOLY WEEK SERVICES OF WORSHIP
Thursday 14th April

7:00 pm Langholm Parish Church – Communion 

Friday 15th April (Good Friday)
12:00 Noon to 3:00 pm Langholm Parish Church

Quiet Church open
7:00 pm Langholm Parish Church

Saturday 16th April (Holy Saturday)
11:30 pm Langholm Parish Church

First Service of Easter

Sunday 17th April (Easter Sunday)
10:00 am Langholm Parish Church

> From Page 1

Part of Janice’s frustration comes
from knowing that the process is
proceeding much better across the
Border in Carlisle. Her contacts
there, who are also hosting, are
already receiving helpful guidance
and suitability checks from their
local authority.

The hosting process also appears
to be running more smoothly in
the Scottish Borders, with the
local authority there more promptly

providing up to date and engaging
information on its website.

Local Dumfriesshire MP David
Mundell is trying to help stream-
line the process:

“I have been in regular contact
with the Minister for Refugees
both to try to assist individual
local people who have made ap-
plications on behalf of Ukrainian
refugees, and to highlight issues
that have arisen where improve-
ments need to be made.”

The E&L is pleased to report
that in response to our readers

concerns, we have received a re-
sponse from D&G Council telling
us their website is now updated
and  providing better information.
A spokesman told us: “Extensive
work is currently being done to
ensure that Dumfries and Galloway
is prepared for the arrival of
Ukrainian refugees. More infor-
mation about our response will
be provided as soon as it is avail-
able. This includes having pages
(on our website) translated into
Ukrainian.

“The region’s Refugee Reset-

tlement Board has been provided
with details of households that
have registered to act as a sponsor
through Phase One of the UK
Government’s Homes for Ukraine
scheme. 

“Arrangements are being made
to visit each of these properties
to assess the accommodation and
undertake an Enhanced Disclosure
Check for every member of the
household over the age of 16. We
will shortly be in touch with house-
holders to arrange a visit for these
checks.” 

“We’re finding the whole process very very difficult”

WILSON, June

Jimmy, Kate, Lesley and families would like to
express their thanks to everyone who came to say
goodbye to June , for the many cards and
messages, thanks to Eric Dempster for his lovely
service and to Annandale Funeral Directors for all
their help, also many thanks to all who donated
raising £875.00 to be split between The Red Cross
and Dementia Scotland.

CONCERNED:  MSP Emma Harper wants rifle range rules tightened up



The Standards Commission for
Scotland has reversed its decision
to call Councillor Ron Tait before
its Hearing Panel next month, to
determine whether he allegedly
breached the Councillors’ Code
of Conduct.
It comes after new evidence

emerged showing Mr Tait, who has
represented Annandale East and
Eskdale ward since May 2017, was
not acting in his councillor role at
the time of the alleged incident, in-
volving a verbal exchange with
Langholm resident, Mark Hodgson.
A spokesman for the Commission

said, “following some new information
coming to light, the decision to hold
a Hearing has been reconsidered,
and instead the Standards Com-
mission has determined to take no
action on the matter.” 
Councillor Tait’s Hearing had been

arranged following an investigation
by the Ethical Standards Commis-
sioner (ESC) into two complaints
brought by Mark Hodgson.
The Standards Commission was

satisfied that Mr Tait was not acting
as a councillor at the time of the
first incident and decided it was not
in the public interest to hold a hearing
and determined to take no action.
The second complaint concerned

an exchange, alleged to have taken

place between Mr Hodgson and Mr
Tait, on 19 October 2020.

Insufficient evidence
The acting ESC found there was in-

sufficient evidence to allow him to
conclude, on the balance of probabil-
ities, that the facts of the complaint
had been established and, as such,
that there had been a breach of the
Code. Therefore, taking into account
public interest and the serious nature
of the allegation, it was decided five
weeks ago to hold a Hearing into the
second complaint on May 17.
That decision was reversed last

week. In a written decision, the Exec-
utive Director of the Standards Com-
mision for Scotland, Lorna Johnston
explained that in the process of gath-
ering final documentation for the
scheduled Hearing, Mr Tait alerted
the Commission to the fact that he
was acting as a representative of a
local development trust during the
alleged exchange – and not as a
councillor. Mr Hodgson also advised
that the subject matter of the alleged
exchange was the local development
trust.
Ms Johnston wrote that it was with

the emergence of this new informa-

tion that the Standards Commission
reconsidered its initial decision, de-
ciding it was unlikely the Code ap-
plied to Mr Tait at the time of the in-
cident in question and therefore the
Commission determined it was nei-
ther proportionate nor in the public
interest to hold a Hearing.
Reacting to the Standards Com-

mission’s decision, Councillor Tait
told The E&L “the two complaints
have been a real worry for myself
and family over the last year. I am
only glad the complaints lodged by
Mr Mark Hodgson in April 2021 have
come back with a no action decision.
This should have been the case in
April 2021 and I can assure you
would have saved an extreme
amount of worry for myself and my
family.”

Technical issue
And complainer Mark Hodgson told

us "I am disappointed that whilst
the Standards Commission saw that
there was enough merit in the case
to proceed to the final full hearing
stage, they had to withdraw it due
to a technical issue raised by the
respondent at the last minute. How-
ever I do respect that in such serious
matters, the Commission has to
abide by the letter of the law and I
fully accept their decision." 

By Nick Brownlee

An Eskdale civil engineer-
ing firm has won a contract
to develop the first phase
of a landmark high street
regeneration project in
Dumfries. 
Longtown-based RH Irving
Construction is due to begin
work on the multi-million
pounds project, to transform
a disused site in the town
centre into new homes and
business units, within weeks.
It will see the former Bak-

er’s Oven building and ex-
tended, creating enterprise
space at ground level and
part of the first floor as well
as seven flats on its upper
floors.
The creative enterprise

area will include space for
pop-up projects, one-off
events, long-term units for
hire, a retail unit and co-
working space.

RH Irving Construction al-
ready works extensively
across southern Scotland,
with key members of the
project team having close
links with Dumfries.
Managing director Mark

Moodycliffe said: “We are
delighted to have been 
appointed as main contractor
for the Baker’s Oven project.
We look forward to working
in partnership with the project
team and other stakeholders
to successfully deliver the
new homes and creative en-
terprise areas and having
the opportunity to play our
part in the regeneration of
Dumfries High Street.”

Midsteeple
The contract has been

commissioned by Midsteeple
Quarter, a community-owned
organisation working to
breathe new life into the
town's High Street as part

of a scheme attracting 
national attention. 
It will be the first phase of

major construction work to
take place as part of the re-
generation vision.
Midsteeple Quarter Chair-

man Peter Kormylo said:
“We have reached an excit-
ing moment in realising the
vision that the people of

Dumfries have for Midsteeple
Quarter and for transforming
our High Street. This is a
significant investment in the
town’s future - one that we
can all be proud of.
“We cannot wait for work

to begin and are looking for-
ward to working with RH 
Irving Construction.”
____________________
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Alliance
interviews
The Langholm Alliance has once
again been interviewing candi-
dates for the post of Community
Enterprise Manager.
The successful candidate will
continue to develop the work 
undertaken by Nicol Nicolson
over the past 18 months during
an initial pilot scheme.
The CEM post is being funded
by South of Scotland Enterprise
and is for a three year period.
Recent appointment, Alan 
Mackay, who has an extensive
background in Third Sector, Busi-
ness, Community Development
and Youth Work, was due to take
up the post 10 days ago but has
had to withdraw from starting
his new role, due to a life changing
situation, he said, that was im-
mediate.
———————————-

Fair pay
in D&G
New research shows Dumfries &
Galloway is one of the top ten
fairest places for women to work
in the UK. A study carried out by
income-tax.co.uk analysed the dif-
ferences in median annual pay for
male and female full-time workers
in 321 districts and units across
Britain, revealing the fairest, best
and worst places to work as a wom-
an, compared to how much men
are paid. 
In Dumfries and Galloway, which
sits eighth in the table, women in
full time work are paid on average
1.54 per cent more than men, equat-
ing to an extra £420 more per year
in the pay packet.
The best paying place for women
is in East Hampshire where those
working full time earn an average
of £4,086 more than males. 
South Derbyshire is the worst of-
fender. Although deemed as one of
the best places to live, women there
get only about half of what men
are paid.
A spokesperson said “Our research
suggests that some of the fairest
employers are not necessarily the
richest. Quite the opposite, in fact
– districts with high-paying jobs in
general tend to pay women much
less.”

Standards hearing dropped
Tait conduct case dismissed following new evidence
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Eskdale firm leads town revival

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

Councillor Ron Tait

NEWS
IN BRIEF

The RH Irving team will completely revamp Dumfries High Street

Multi-million pounds scheme aims to transform Dumfries High Street

Langholm resident Mark Hodgson
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Tree-mendous! Storm-hit
Newcastleton trails re-open
Work has begun to clear
fallen trees which forced
the closure of a popular
Liddesdale mountain 
biking centre.

Over 20 miles of cycling
trails at the 7stanes centre
in Newcastleton forest were
blocked after Storm Arwen
ripped through the borders
last November, uprooting
trees with winds of up to
70mph. 

The centre – one of seven
across the south of Scotland
– attracts thousands of moun-
tain bikers to the town every
year, and with four walking
routes through the forest also
closed to the public there
were fears that a prolonged
closure could have a knock-
on effect on businesses of-
fering local hospitality.

However a team from
Forestry and Land Scotland,
equipped with chain saws
and a harvester machine,
have now managed to get

one walking route opened
and are currently working
round the clock to free up
access to the cycle trails.

Barbara Elborn, secretary
of Newcastleton community
council, said: “It’s great news
that initial remedial work has
begun on these trails, be-
cause they have become an
important part of the town’s
tourist economy.

“Douglas Square is usually
a hotbed of cycists, both
mountain and road bikers,
as well as walkers, but there
has been a noticeable lack
of footfall since the centre
was forced to close.

“It’s taken a while, but Storm
Arwen caused tremendous
damage right across the
south of Scotland and we
have been in a queue to get
it seen to.”

Earlier this month the quar-
ter-mile Ponds Trail walker’s
route around Whithaugh Burn
was reopened, and the

forestry teams have since
started clearance work on
two parts of the Red and
Blue cycle trals.

Once the sections have
been cleared of fallen trees,
repair work will be necessary
on trail surfaces damaged
by lifted root plates. 

A spokesman for Forestry
and Land Scotland said: “The
storm damage on sections
including Swarf Hill, Hidden

Valley and the second half
of Pouter Lampert is better
suited to being cleared by
chainsaw and we hope to
have work starting soon to
clear these. 

“Unfortunately the Blue/Red
bike routes remain fully
closed at the moment but
we’ll be working hard over
the coming weeks to get
trails cleared, repaired and
reopened.”

Arwen damage forced total closure of MTB and walking routes

Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or

email your comments to penny@eladvertiser.co.uk

Play Park
progress

As we reported in last
week’s E&L, work has 
begun on the new play area
in Buccleuch Park in
Langholm.
The fabulous new facility is
quickly taking shape and even
as we go to print, further
progress has been made on

the erection of the exciting
new climbing frames, round-
abouts and swings.
When Northern Irish company,
Hawthorn Heights, completes
its work in another six weeks
or so, Langholm can look 
forward to a modern state of
the art play facility.

Letters to the Editor
Unacceptable
abuse
After much thought and lis-
tening to the concerns of
many other residents, I wish
to bring to the attention of
the community, the abusive
and unpleasant posts being
put on Facebook. 
There have been several cam-

paigns over the years in
Langholm, mostly notably that
against the removal of the
Thomas Hope Hospital, but
these campaigns have always
been conducted with politeness
and respect, even towards those
with opposing views. 
A Facebook post, since

deleted, stated that our chair-
man of the Community Coun-
cil had “only been in Langholm
10 minutes – what did he know
about our river”. I leave your
readers to judge whether this
was a fair comment. 
There have also been several

posts about decisions taken by
the Community Council. These
have frequently been factually
inaccurate. The Community
Council it has been said, has
had sight of the “scoping re-
port” and has not shared it with
the public. The scoping report

has not yet been produced
therefore the CC could not
have withheld it. 
I witnessed, whilst attending

a community engagement
event about flood prevention, a
supporter of Ditch the Drain
using foul language against a
member of staff. This was ap-
parently not an isolated inci-
dent. No matter how
passionately you feel about
anything, it is never acceptable
to be abusive to staff. 
I attended a Ditch the Drain

presentation and do agree that
there are certain aspects of the
current scheme which would
be detrimental to the town, and
I also think that dredging
would provide a solution in the
short term. 
I do however feel that it is

detrimental to the campaign for
its supporters to be abusive.
This is never “how to win
friends and influence people.” 
I acknowledge that I am still

an incomer, even after 54
years, but the Langholm I
know and love is sadly 
changing and it distresses me
and many others. 

Margaret Sanderson
Bentpath

Coronation
Tree
To the Editor,
I have just heard that work will
start on the Buccleuch Park.
What worries me, I am afraid
this Coronation Tree will be de-
stroyed. I have never heard
anyone mention it. There was a
big picnic and fancy dress in
the park that day for the Coro-
nation the day the tree was
planted. I remember it, I was in
the Fancy Dress Parade. Please
don’t let it be destroyed. I am
sure you will find it in an old
copy of the E&L. It is quite a
time ago now. It is next to the
marble seats near the swings. It
was planted in the centre of a
circle of lawn. I can’t remem-
ber much what kind of tree it is,
I just know it is still there for
Her Majesty. Don’t let it be 
destroyed.

From an elderly Langholm
resident

The E&L is happy to report
that the Coronation Tree
planted in June 1953 is stand-
ing safely some distance from
the work in the park and 70

years on is proudly bearing wit-
ness to Her Majesty’s 
Platinum Jubilee celebrations
this year, although it no longer
wears its Coronation plaque.

The Coronation Tree in Buccleuch Park was planted in June 1953
but does anyone know what happened to the commorative plaque?

From the E&L Advertiser
June 3, 1953:

At a quarter to seven in the
evening there was a large
company in Buccleuch Park
when Treasurer Mrs Neill 
affixed a plaque on the Coro-
nation Tree which was 
recently planted there. 
Bailie Harkness in introduc-

ing her said that in many
places in this country it was a
tradition that on important 
occasions in history or on the
visit of some distinguished
personage, a tree was planted
to commemorate the event.
Although the tree had to be
planted some time ago, it was
felt that it would be appreci-
ated if as part of their Corona-
tion celebrations, a plaque,
explaining the significance of
the tree could be placed near
it. “I am very pleased that it is
my privaledge to place upon
this tree the plaque commem-
orating this memorable day”,
said Mrs Neill. 

Things are moving on with the new play area in Buccleuch Park

The 7-Stanes cycling trails were devastated by Storm Arwen



Dumfries and Galloway Council has 
appointed a top Cumbrian council official
as its new chief executive.
Dawn Roberts has worked in local govern-

ment for over 25 years and has extensive
local government leadership experience.
She is joining Dumfries and Galloway from

Cumbria County Council where she is Exec-
utive Director for Corporate, Customer and
Community Services and has been fulfilling
additional responsibilities as acting Deputy
Chief Executive in recent months.
Ms Roberts, who has worked at the Cum-

brian authority for the past 13 years, said "I
am delighted to have been offered this
fantastic opportunity and am really looking
forward to working with members, staff and
all stakeholders in my new role.
I am really proud of all that has been

achieved in Cumbria during my time at the
County Council and I look forward to building
on this experience as Dumfries and Galloway's
new Chief Executive.” 
Leader of Dumfries and Galloway Council,

Elaine Murray and Depute Leader, Rob 
Davidson added "We believe the authority
will be in safe and experienced hands and
we were fortunate to find an excellent candi-
date for the post. We are delighted that Dawn
will be joining Dumfries and Galloway Council.
We wish her good luck for the future."
Ms. Roberts will take up her new role as

chief in July 2022.
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Don’t miss out
on unclaimed
Pension Credits

Bank 
Holiday
rubbish
collections
Waste collections in Annan-
dale and Eskdale are to take
place on Easter Saturday and
Easter Sunday.
The council says householders

who normally have a Friday
collection for their rubbish and
recycling will now have it up-
lifted the day after, on Easter
Saturday, April 16.

Recycling
And residents who normally

have a Monday collection will
have their bins and recycling
emptied the day before, on 
Easter Sunday, April 17. 
In addition, Dumfries and 

Galloway Council says there
will be no collection of food
waste across the region on Good
Friday or Easter Monday. These
pick ups will be made instead
the following week. The au-
thority says residents and com-
mercial customers who are un-
able to store their food waste
until the following week can
put it in their normal waste bin
for this week only. There will
be no change in the glass uplift
for commercial premises.

By Mairi Telford Jammeh
With all the price rises happening recently, older people in
our community who are on a fixed income, might find themselves
having to choose between ‘heating and eating’.

Yet many of them may be en-
titled to a benefit that often goes
unclaimed. The money saving
expert Martin Lewis reckons
there is £1.8 million unclaimed
in pension credit, affecting
around 850,000 eligible house-
holds across the UK.
Pension Credit is a means test-

ed benefit aimed at retired people
on low incomes and can be
worth several thousand pounds
a year on average. Plus, if you
claim it, you can access a whole
raft of other benefits, including
council tax discounts and free
TV licences for the over 75s. 
Yet many older people who

are entitled to this credit are
not receiving it, perhaps because
they’re not even aware of it, or
because they’re not sure how

to claim it.
There are lots of ways online

to check if someone is entitled
to pension credit, yet some older
people might neither have access
to the internet, nor be aware
that pension credit even exists. 
There is more information

about this benefit on the UK
Government website and other
websites, such as the Age UK,
which has a benefits calculator.
So please take a look ,or help

someone else to, and you might
be able to help them gain more
income, which they are legally
entitled to. 
For more information go to

www.gov.uk/pension-credit and
www.ageuk.org.uk/information-
advice/money-legal/benefits-en-
titlements/benefits-calculator

IN BRIEF

New Dawn for Dumfries
and Galloway Council

Dawn Roberts joins Dumfries & Galloway Council
from Cumbria County Council
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The Springsteen
Sessions

Friday 29th April at 7.30pm
Tickets £18/£16

Dougie Robertson, the singer/frontman, founded the SPRINGSTEEN 
SESSIONS in 2014 and they have gone from strength to strength ever since.

Back to playing to large and enthusiastic audiences up and down the UK
The SPRINGSTEEN SESSIONS have now totally re-branded – retaining
the all-important “front-man” – and have added a complete revamp of the
entire band introducing some of the best experienced musicians around.

Transport company Borders
Buses has introduced an emer-
gency timetable after sickness,
covid and problems recruiting
new drivers forced it to cancel
routes throughout the Scottish
Borders at the last minute.
The company says it has been

left with no alternative than to
temporarily amend its current
bus times to ensure the full net-
work has a level of service.
Some routes have had their

timetable adjusted so they are
hourly, instead of every half
hour, while others have had first
and last buses cancelled. 
Borders Buses runs its X95

service all the way from Edin-
burgh down through the Borders
on the A7 through Langholm
and onto Carlisle.
Operations manager Lee Young

said he’s never seen the service
in the state it is, "I've been here
for 34 years, he says, “It's the
worst I've seen it, trying to
recruit and retain staff."
“It's not just the lack of drivers

coming forward to take up the
roles - it's also the process of
getting them a licence to drive
the buses, it can take up to three

months from application to being
on the road.”
“It's possible that a quicker

way to recruit would be to ask
ex-drivers from EU national
countries to come and take up
the positions. However, due to
Brexit, they currently can't do
that due to visa issues.”
Local politicians have called

for bus drivers to be added to
the UK Government’s shortage
occupation list, which would
make it easier for employers to
offer jobs to migrants. However,

this is not currently being con-
sidered by the Home Office.
A Home Office spokesperson

said "We want to see employers
make long term investments in
the UK domestic workforce in-
stead of relying on labour from
abroad."
Borders Buses say they have

tried to recruit locally, and will
continue to do so, but would
like some government assistance.
They hope to get back to a full
timetable by the end of June at
the latest. 

Box Office 013873 81196 | www.buccleuchcentre.com

Nearly 1m homes eligible

Bus driver crisis
is getting serious

Borders Buses runs the X95 service from Edinburgh to Carlisle
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Rising fuel costs and grain
shortages, made worse by the
war in Ukraine, are leaving
Scotland's farmers facing a
“perfect storm”.
That’s the warning from the

National Farmers Union (NFU)
Scotland, as the Scottish gov-
ernment calls for a summit of
ministers from across the UK
to discuss the problems now
facing farmers, fishermen and
food producers.
NFU Scotland president Martin

Kennedy says the impact of
Russia's invasion, after a two-
year period which brought Brexit
and the Covid pandemic, was
"absolutely devastating".
He added: “I have not seen

anything like this before. It is
completely unprecedented.
“The long-term implications

of that is going to have a serious
impact right across the food
supply chain. “We have heard
the term before about a 'perfect
storm', but I have never seen
anything like this before.”
Scotland's Rural Affairs Sec-

retary has called for an urgent
four-nations summit to consider
how to respond to "hardship"
in the food sector linked to the
Ukraine crisis.
Mairi Gougeon said Russia's

invasion has had a "significant
impact" on the UK's food supply
chain.
She has written to her UK

counterpart, the Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs Secretary
George Eustice, to highlight her
concerns.
The UK environment secretary

said he would consider the re-
quest.
Meanwhile South Scotland

MSP and Scottish Labour’s
Shadow Cabinet Secretary for
Rural Affairs Colin Smyth used
a recent question session in the
Scottish Parliament to ask the
Scottish Government about what
it is doing to support Ukrainian
seasonal workers. 
Speaking during a question

session about how the Scottish
Government is adapting its agri-
culture policy for crops and live-

stock due to the war in Ukraine,
Mr Smyth asked about the pos-
sibility of workers being sup-
ported to bring over their families
and gain access to public funds.

“Seasonal workers from

Ukraine have been supporting
Scottish agriculture for years
and due to what is now happen-
ing in that country, it is very
important that we do all we can
to support them,” he said.

Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES
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NFUS President Martin Kennedy

C&D Auction Marts Limited had for-
ward 7,355 sheep comprising of
5,336 prime hoggs and 2,019 cast
ewes & rams at their weekly sale at
Longtown on Thursday 7th April
2022.
A larger offering of cast cows were for-
ward and met a marvellous trade
throughout with all classes in demand.
The sale topped at 196p for a Limousin
shown by G Famelton, Horseholm,
Gilsland. The lengthy journey from Gir-
van was made worthwhile for N McBur-
ney, Balsalloch who sold Limousin
cows at 195p and 194p, going on to top
the price per head at £1745.25, pur-
chased by David Holmes. More num-
bers are required on a weekly basis
here at Longtown to satisfy customer
demand.
The first spring lambs of the season
were forward and topped at 321p and
£140 for Suffolks shown by I & J Bar-
bour, Beechgrove, Annan.
A larger show of 5,336 prime hoggs
were forward. Again, trade saw a lift on
the week. Still a mixed show of hoggs
forward.
Beltex hoggs topped the price per kilo
at 454p and 444p from CJ McWhirter,
Banks Farm, Lockerbie, who also went
on to top the price per head at £200
again for Beltex hoggs. The proceeds
of these two hoggs have kindly been
donated to the Ukrainian Disaster

emergency committee by Mr CJ
McWhirter. These two hoggs were
bought by West Scottish Lamb and
Pickstock Foods respectively. Well
done to all involved.  
Smalls in big demand and well worthy
of the trip up from Cheshire was an out-
standing run of 633 expertly finished,
predominantly Blackie hoggs con-
signed by M/s JH & KA Thornhill,
Haresteads Farm, Lyme Park averag-
ing 36kg and £105 per head or 292ppk,
more will be required for next weeks
sale as the hoggs start to come good.
A very satisfying overall sale average
of 270.4ppk (SQQ 287.3pk) was
achieved.

PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER KILO)
Beltex 454p, 444p Banks Farm, 435p,
421p Easter Ochtermuthill, 386p Clay-
walls, 370p Easter Ochtermuthill.
Texel 355p Easter Ochtermuthill,
327p East Raffles, 322p Riddell, 319p
Bridge End & Easter Ochtermuthill,
314p Heathery Hall, 313p Blarghour &
Dipton Foot, 311p Blarghour, 310p
Balmaglester.
Blackface 312p Little Tongue, 302p,
300p, 294p, 292p Haresteads.
Hill Cheviot 306p Bishopcleugh,
301p Bloch, 297p Prior Rigg & Bish-
opcleugh, 294p Haresteads, 292p
Cleughbrae, 291p Sonoma & Thorney

Knowe.
North Country Cheviot 305p Balma-
glester, 300p, 295p Heathery Hall,
295p Tormore, 293p Balmaglester,
292p Aultgrishan.
Charollais 303p Greenbeck, 300p
Maidencots, 291p Haresteads.      
Suffolk 294p Prior Rigg & Dunbeath,
292p, 289p Tormore, 289p Maiden-
cots, 286p Cleughbrae & Becton Hall,
282p Haresteads.
Lleyn 293p The Height.  
Mule 284p Blarghour, 282p Maiden-
cots, 268p Pasture House, Kirtlebank,
Nutholm & Broadlea Cottage.
Swaledale 264p, 261p Westernhope-
burn.  
Herdwick 263p Rowhead, 262p, 261p
Pasture House.   

PRINCIPAL PRICE (PER HEAD)
Beltex £200 Banks Farm, £170
Easter Ochtermuthill & Claywalls,
£167 Comlongun Mains, £160
Corstane, Easter Ochtermuthill &
Claywalls.
Texel £198 High House, £180 Cat-
slackburn, £176 High House, £172
Whitstonehill.
Suffolk £139 Maidencots, £133
Langdyke Cottage, £131 Western-
hopeburn, £130 Maidencots, £129
Cleughbrae, South Road & Westend.

North Country Cheviot £132 South

Road.  
Berrichon £130 Williamwood.  
Charollais £129.50 Knowe, £129
Maidencots.
Hill Cheviot £128, £126.50, £125.50
Sandbed, £124.50, £124, £123.50
Longburgh Fauld, £123 Yett.  
Blackface £128 Brackley, £121
Meikle Fieldie & South Road, £121,
£120 Haresteads.     
Cheviot Mule £127 South Road,
£125.50 Cleughbrae.
Mule £122 Nunsclugh, £120.5 West-
ernhopeburn, £120 Ballie, £119 Lower
Banniskirk, £118.50 Maidencots.
A smaller show of 2,019 ewes were
forward, blistering trade, dearest of
the season. More required every
week.
Heavy ewes were again a superb trade
with Texel ewes selling to a top of £285
from Viewley.
A penful of North Country Cheviots
topped at £177 from H Mill, Achscrab-
ster, Caithness.
Mule ewes sold to a top of £159 from A
& A Hogg, Milnholm, Langholm.
Hill ewes topped at £142 for Cheviots
from AR Bell & Son, Kirkton, Hawick,
Blackie ewes sold to a top of £137 for
a penful consigned from Harelaw hill.
All ewes averaged a colossal £139.26.
Rams topping at £258 for Texels from
Seat Hill Ltd, Laversdale.
All quantities of ewes are required for

this week’s sale and more ewes can be
sold on a weekly basis to vendor’s ad-
vantage with an unprecedented de-
mand here at Longtown. Please do not
hesitate to contact our auctioneers,
who will be pleased to take your calls
for further entries or enquiries

HEAVY EWES
Texel £285 Viewley, £280 Baltier,
£272 Kirkton, £270 Baltier, £265 High
House, £260 Beckfoot, £258 Lower
Reiss, £255 Craggs Farm.  
Beltex £245 High House, £215 Banks
Farm.
Rouge £222 Nutholm.
Blue Texel £200 Little Tongue.
Suffolk £196 Beckfoot, £188
Harelawhill, £182 Beckfoot & Thorn-
ington, £180 Gospel Hall.
Charollais £195 High House, £180
Hollins, £178 High House, £174 Beck-
foot.
North Country Cheviot £177
Achscrabster, £164 Beckfoot, £158
Achscrabster, £155 Dunnet & High
House, £154 Gospel Hall.  
Bluefaced Leicester £168 Mid Harri-
etsfield, £165 Westend.  
Border Leicester £164 Brookside.
Mule £159 Milnholm, £155 Newtown,
£154 Staffler & Somerton, £152 Has-
sendean, £151 Gibblaston & Beckhall,
£150 High House.   
Cheviot Mule £141 Heatherglen.

LIGHT EWES
Hill Cheviot £142 Kirkton, £141, £137
Wardlaw, £137 Bloch, £135 Milnholm,
£127 Ballie Farm.      
Blackface £137 Harelawhill, £130
North Corrielaw, £128 Glenrath, £127
Glenshanna, £126 Peela Hill, £125
Viewley.    
Swaledale £127 Borlum Farm, £125
Spoutbank, £121 Horsley Hill.     

RAMS
Texel £258, £240 Seat Hill, £232
Baltier, £228 Williamwood & Viewley,
£222 Mount Farm.   
Suffolk £235 Seat Hill, £195 Peithyll,
£180 Seat Hill.  
Charollais £202 Viewley.  
North Country Cheviot £200 Tor-
more, £198 Craigens.
Cheviot £178 Wardlaw, £172
Nutholm.
Beltex £175 Blarghour & Seat Hill.  
Dorset £168 Lowfield House.

Averages:
Hoggs
Light to           312.0p (262.0p)
Standard to      435.0p (290.2p)
Medium to      454.0p (286.8p)
Heavy to         348.0p (248.8p)
Ewes
Light to           £142.00 (£92.46) 
Heavy to         £285.00 (£154.10)
Rams to           £258.00 (£169.91)

Around the marts

The search is on to find
Britain's Fittest Farmer –
but you’ll need real stami-
na just to make the final.
Applications are now open
for the three categories in
the competition: men Under-
40; women Under-40 and a
new mixed Over-40s cate-
gory. 
After a gruelling series of
tough physical challenges
designed to test speed,
strength and stamina, three
winners will be crowned, with
each receiving a trophy and
a cash prize of £1,000. 
They will then face intensive
interviews to assess their
mental health awareness and
judged on their suitability for
becoming an ambassador
for mental health in the 
industry.
Those who are left will face

one last challenge – an ulti-
mate physical assault course
designed to test their speed,
power and endurance.
The competition was
launched by industry maga-
zine Farmers Weekly in 2018
as a fun way of sparking a
vital discussion about the
physical and mental health
of the nation’s farmers.
“As farming becomes less
active and more mechanised
and office-based, the organ-
isers believe it’s more im-
portant than ever before to
make sure Britain’s farmers
are getting the exercise that
they need to stay fit and
healthy,” said a spokesman.
For more information and
to enter the competition, go
to 
www.fwi.co.uk/ms/events/br
itains-fittest-farmer/apply/

Do you fit the
bill as Britain’s
Fittest Farmer?

Farmers face ‘perfect storm’
as energy costs soar
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Buddies are available for
men with prostate problems Alphabet

Street East
ALPHABET STREET EAST
is a community project encour-
aging residents of Langholm
and the surrounding area to
get out and get active.
For four weeks we'll have
letters (A-Z) spread about the
local community, for you to
find and take part in various
challenges 
Our theme this week is
'EASTER' and this week we
want you to spell out your
favourite Easter word!
Here are some ideas - EGG,
BUNNY, CHOCOLATE,
CHICK, BASKET!
We can't wait to find out your
favourite words! Remember to
send in your photos to alpha-
betstreeteast@outlook.com of
you getting involved, the name
of those involved and what
word you spelled, to be in with
the chance of winning one of
this weeks prizes, before 
Sunday 17th!

Gilly Fraser talks to a former sufferer who wants to share his story
In 2016 Roland Proudlock
went to see his GP because of
a niggling pain in his side. He
never did find out exactly what
was causing it, but that pain
may well have saved his life.
Various tests including a CT
scan revealed nothing, but a
blood test showed that his
PSA level (Prostate Specific
Antigen) test was higher than
it should have been. That in-
formation at the time meant
little to Roland.
‘So I said to the doctor, well
okay then so my PSA is too
high – but what’s a prostate?’
Roland now knows all about
the small, walnut-shaped gland
situated deep within the male
groin known as the prostate,
but he says many men are still
unaware of its significance, per-
haps even of  its existence. In
his case an initial biopsy came
back clear, but he was fortunate

in having a GP who wasn’t pre-
pared to let the case rest there.
Over the next year and a half,
he underwent several more blood
tests, during which his PSA rose
steadily. Roland was then sent
for an MRI scan which found a
shadow in his prostate, then fur-
ther biopsies established that
he did indeed have prostate can-
cer. In August 2018, he under-
went surgery at the Western
General to remove the prostate
by robotic surgery.
By Roland’s own admission
he suffered a very real depres-
sion following the diagnosis.
‘I was incredibly low. From
the moment the doctor con-
firmed that I had cancer, I went
into a deep, dark hole. I couldn’t
face anybody or speak to any-
body. I imagined I was going
to die. I was still going to work
and pretending to everyone that
I was handling it but I certainly

wasn’t. Then I met up with a
former client who had had
prostate cancer and he spoke to
me for an hour and a half and

talked me down out of my 
depression.’
Roland says that talk definitely
helped him to turn a corner and
made him realise the potential
power of having such support.
When his wife Thelma saw the
effect it had had on him, she
suggested setting up a group to
help other men with the same
condition. Six months later,
Prostate Buddies was born. 
‘We hold open meetings once
a month in the Dumfries Baptist
Church, which is a nice warm,
friendly venue. There’s no
charge, men can come to meet-
ings as often or as seldom as
they wish. I’ve found, after talk-
ing to hundreds of men that
after they’ve had the surgery
and been declared all-clear, you
can actually feel a bit of sepa-
ration anxiety, as though you’ve
been dropped like a hot chip.
So our meetings can provide a

lot of reassurance.’
Roland is keen to spread the
word farther afield, and is stag-
ing an open meeting at the 
Buccleuch Centre in Langholm
on April 25. It’s a venue he
knows very well indeed, having
played in the orchestra for many
shows. However, this time he
hopes to attract a different kind
of audience. 
‘It’s an open and free meeting
and a group of us will be there
to talk to people about our own
experiences and answer any
questions. It will be relaxed and
friendly, not at all clinical, just
to let people know our group
exists and that if anyone ever
needs us, we are on the other
end of the phone.’

Further details can be found
at https://www.prostatebud-
diesdandg.org.uk

EASTER
EVENTS

TThhee
LLAANNGGHHOOLLMM 
AALLLLIIAANNCCEE

EXPLORE LANGHOLM & ESKDALE 
PROJECT OFFICER

18.5 hours a week for 2 years
Salary: £13,000 + pension contribution of 3%

The Langholm Alliance is recruiting a half time tourism development officer. The
post is funded for 2 years by the Ewe Hill 16 windfarm community benefit fund. The
post will be based in the Alliance’s High Street office and the person will work closely
with local organisations and businesses across Eskdale to support marketing and  
development of Langholm’s tourism offer.

The Langholm Alliance is an umbrella organisation based in Langholm and is a
charity. It aims to deliver actions arising from the Langholm Community Plan  
including those around tourism. https://www.langholm-alliance.co.uk/
https://www.langholm-alliance.co.uk/community-plan/

The person will seek to develop tourism in Langholm and Eskdale and deliver on
the objectives as set out in the community plan and tourism marketing strategy.

For further details or a discussion about the post please 
email: admin@langholm-alliance.co.uk in the first instance.

To apply please provide a covering letter and a CV of no more than 2 x A4 pages
along with details of 2 referees by post to:

The Langholm Alliance, Commercial House, Langholm DG13 0JH or by email to
admin@langholm-alliance.co.uk  Closing date: Friday 29th April at 5pm

Prostate Buddies chairman
Roland Proudlock
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Two new posts
with the 
Langholm Initiative
Office are avail-
able.

Two new posts with the Langholm Initiative Office are available.
Development Manager half time and Office Manager half time until 
31 March 2023 initially with an extension up to two years subject to
Scottish Government’s annual confirmation.

The Langholm Initiative is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO)
and was established in 1994 as a community development trust.
The organisation is looking for 2 part time staff – a Development Manager and an
Office Manager.
Both of these posts are half time, and the right person might be able to combine
both roles to create one full time post.
The salary is: £28,000 pro rata + 3% pension contribution.
These posts will be based in the Langholm Initiative office in Langholm, Dumfries
and Galloway. You will be part of a busy team of staff and will provide support to
both staff and the Board of Trustees. 
Full job descriptions for both posts are available on the website.
Application is by submitting a covering letter and a CV of no more than 2 A4 sides
including the names and contact details of 2 referees. Please submit to:
office@langholminititive.org.uk
The closing date for these posts is 6th May.
For a discussion on these posts please phone 013873 80914
The posts are funded by the Scottish Government’s Strengthening Community
Fund through the Development Trusts Association for Scotland.
www.langholminitiative.org.uk

The Langholm Initiative
Job Advertisement
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The Welcome to Langholm
volunteers say they are
now fully prepared and
ready to welcome spring
and summer visitors.
Over the last few months,
as part of the Langholm and
Eskdale Project, they have
taken on the role of tourists
and have been making ex-
peditions around the area,
brushing up on their guiding
skills, and absorbing all the
information they might need
to relay to inquiring visitors.
On one of the tours, local
historian and Vice Chair of
the Langholm Alliance Billy
Young, acted as the guide
and explained the history all
the way up the Ewes valley
to Carlenrig, and back down
the valley over to Hermitage
Castle and then down the
Liddle valley to Newcastleton. 
Another outing saw the 
volunteers welcomed to the
Eskdalemuir Old School and
Community Hub with a piece
of poetry written for the 
occasion. They were able to
see the exhibition space, the
therapy room and shop and
have a lunch in the dining
room. The temple at Samye
Ling had just reopened and
some of the volunteers were
also able to visit it.
At Gilnockie Tower, those
volunteers unable to climb
the spiral staircase were able
to listen to the description of
what each room in the tower
has to offer using the audio
guide. Others were fascinated
by the possibility of ghosts
inhabiting the tower and en-
joyed hearing stories from
guide Tom Jack.

By Mairi Telford Jammeh

The visit to the Tarras Valley
nature reserve enabled the
volunteers see hen harriers,
who put in an appearance
on the day, during which An-
gela Williams of Langholm
Initiative described future
plans for the area.

Transport
The visits were able to
utilise the services of the 
Annandale Transport Initiative
with driver Simon going
above and beyond to make
sure the volunteers had a
comfortable journey.
The volunteers now feel
much more able to give visi-
tors information about what
they can see and learn in
within our wider area, or with-
in a short distance from
Langholm. 
Volunteers at the 
Eskdalemuir Old School and 
Community Hub and 
members of the Langholm
Tourism Group have also tak-
en part in some of the visits.
The project started in 
January and has also seen
the development of a 
comprehensive written guide
to Langholm and Eskdale,
as well as a guide exploring
genealogy and social history
in the area, which is still in
production. Both guides will
also be provided in a format
that can be added to 
websites.
The Explore Langholm and
Eskdale project was funded
by the Scottish Government’s
‘Ideas into Action’ fund and
is now reaching its 
conclusion.

Led by the Langholm 
Alliance in conjunction with
the Scottish Urban Regen-
eration Forum (SURF), the
project has seen a collabo-
ration with the Langholm 
Initiative, the Eskdalemuir
Old School and Community
Hub, Gilnockie Tower and
members of the Langholm
Tourism Group.
“When this idea was pro-
posed in early January, my
initial thought was how was
this going to work? Said 
Volunteer Coordinator,
Eileann Bloomer, “however,
with Mairi organising transport
for me and the volunteers, it
all seemed to fall into place

and we had a full bus practi-
cally every trip.” 
“Some trips even had a bus
in the morning and a car in
the afternoon, making sure
no one was left out who want-
ed to go.” 
“For the Carlenrig trip, we
ended up at the Copshaw
Kitchen at Newcastleton, who
kindly opened especially for
us and provided a very 
welcome and hearty lunch. 

Positive
Feedback from participants
has been really positive, even
to the point of wanting more.
As we open Welcome to
Langholm for longer from 

next week, this is perhaps
another project for next
spring.”
Mairi Telford Jammeh of
SURF said, “The project had
to be done very quickly and
completed by the end of
March, so it focused the mind
and meant we had to be well
organised.”
“We hope that as well as
the paper guide, an electronic
version can go onto various
websites, so that visitors can
download it themselves. I’m
glad the Welcome to
Langholm volunteers found
the visits worthwhile and
hopefully visitors to the area
will reap the benefits.”

From Dressage to Dress Tourism team fully briefed
Welcome to Langholm volunteers tour of the Borderland

By Gilly Fraser

From haute école to haute
couture – or from Dressage
to dressing-up. It might
seem like quite a leap but
it’s been an easy one for
top Cumbrian-born horse-
woman Sue Chappelhow-
Lacey. Sue’s family name
is already a legend in
equestrian circles, now
she’s aiming for red
rosettes in the world of
fashion as well.
Sue has launched a brand
new business based at her
home in Gretna where she
lives with husband Gareth
and their three children,
Neive, Angus and Georgia.
Called Cinderella’s Closet, it
gives people the opportunity
to hire, buy or swap brand-
new or pre-loved dresses
and  specialises in special
events garments like prom
dresses and ballgowns.
Beautiful dresses all too of-
ten end up at the back of the
wardrobe after being worn
only a couple of times. Sue
says her business aims to
give them a new lease of
life.
‘I decided to open Cinderella's
Closet due to the rising cost

of living,’ she says. ‘How
many of us have outfits taking
up wardrobe space that we
have worn once or twice or
can no longer fit? I think it's
really important to offer pre-
loved dresses. By offering
these to other people we are
helping the environment by
recycling and also helping
our own bank balances.’  
Horses have played a huge
part in Sue’s life since she
was a child. Following in the
footsteps of their Mother
Anne, she and big sister Clare
ride and compete at a high
level, but Sue says that has
never stopped her wanting
to look her best. 
‘Along with horses there are
fabulous champagne recep-
tions, race days, presentation
evenings and balls to go to.
I’ve always tried to  look good
at these events.’
She says she’s learned from
an early age how to extend
the life of favourite clothes.
‘We have always been
brought up with hand-me-
downs, sourcing things from
secondhand shops or re-
vamping items we already
have. So the idea of Cin-
derella's closet is just broad-
ening something I have al-

ways done for myself. I can’t
even count the number of
times I would have Mum on
the sewing machine, altering
dresses from long to short,
adding detail here, moving a
strap there.’
Sue says her current stock
ranges from size 4 to 24 and
is constantly changing. She
sources dresses and outfits
from friends and family and
has also had a great re-
sponse on social media from
people offering pre-loved
items. 
Since she’s right next door

to the marriage capital of the
UK, it makes sense that Sue
is also looking towards the
wedding dress market, but
wants to establish a firm foot-
ing in pre-loved and prom
first. 
A selection of dresses cur-
rently to be found in Cin-
derella's Closet can be seen
on its Facebook page and
appointments to view can be
booked with no obligation to
hire or buy.

The team visit the Devil’s Porridge Exhibition in Eastriggs

Quiet contemplation of the history of Westerkirk Library

Grace Brown and Margaret Pool visit Eskdalemuir Hub The volunteers brush-up on their distilling knowledge at
Borders Distillery in Hawick

Billy Young informs the group of the significance of Carlenrig with the Armstrong story

Right: 
Sue & Garreth suitably dressed

Below:
Sue on horseback

‘Cinderella’s Closet’ is an inspiring business venture

Much-loved nursery nurse retires after 31 years

Shona in her element with the nursery children at the monument during Common Riding weekShona with one of the many children she helped shaped the lives of and with nursery teacher Kate Nicolson

By Sharon Tolson

Langholm nursery nurse
Shona Borthwick retired at
the start of the Easter 
Holiday’s after 31 years. 
Shona was presented with
gifts, cards and flowers by

Deputy Head of Langholm
Primary, Karen Vidler, at their
school assembly and the chil-
dren created a video paying
tribute to their much loved
nursery nurse.
Speaking to The E&L,
Shona said: “It’s not really

sunk in yet that I’m not going
back with it being the Easter
holidays”. 
Asked what changes she’s
seen in the past three
decades, Shona says there
have been so many. ‘In the
beginning, nurseries were all

about education for pre-
school children with classes
in either the morning or 
afternoon for two and half
hours. Now they are in edu-
cation and childcare from
9am to 3pm with lunch and 
a snack included’.

After leaving school herself,
Shona trained as a nursery
nurse and worked in a chil-
dren’s home in Dumfries.
“I’ve always worked with chil-
dren, it’s such a rewarding
job, she said.’I will miss work-
ing with the children and the

staff at Langholm Primary”.
And now in retirement, Shona
says, ‘I’ll never weary, I am
looking forward to having my
step grandson one day a
week and I enjoy walking
and pottering about in the
garden. 
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Land values
booming
Land values in Scotland are
booming because investors are
putting cash into forestry and
tree-planting to offset carbon
emissions, a new report says.
The Scottish Land Commis-

sion said exceptionally high
demand and low supply meant
prices had risen sharply. The
report said there was more de-
mand for smaller farms because
of the lifestyle attractions and
that more corporate money often
from overseas was looking for
environmental investments.
The Scottish Land Commis-

sion (SLC) is a Scottish gov-
ernment agency which looks
at the concentration of land
ownership and its effective use.
Its report says farmland values
rose by 31.2% in Scotland in
2021 compared with 6.2%
across UK.
The Scottish government has

a target of planting 18,000
hectares of new woodland each
year by 2024/25 in an attempt
to offset the effects of climate
change.
Land reform campaigners

have warned of businesses buy-
ing up land in Scotland to offset
their carbon emissions rather
than reducing what they emit.
Scottish Land & Estates,

which represents rural land-
based businesses, said it was
unsurprising that potential buy-
ers were responding to clear
government signals to plant
more trees.

Doctor down under!
By Gilly Fraser

When junior doctor
Heather Kennedy went to
New Zealand in November
2018 to sample working
abroad and explore career
options, she had no idea
that a global pandemic
would completely upend
her plans. 

‘I initially planned to stay
for one year, and then return
to Scotland for further medi-
cal training,’ says Heather,
who grew up in Newcastle-
ton. ‘However, I was really
enjoying my time here and
was keen to explore more
of the country before I left.’

Heather even managed to
play host to her family –
Mum Libby and Dad Howard
who are Pharmacist and
Doctor at Newcastleton
Health Centre, along with
sister Morag and brother
Ewan – when they visited
New Zealand before the pan-
demic began.  

‘Covid emerged around 15
months after I arrived, and
the more effective response
to limiting the virus, compared
to the UK and other countries
where the situation seemed

out of control, made it even
more appealing to stay
longer.’

New Zealand adopted a
strategy of elimination to-
wards the virus and its lock-
down measures were among
the toughest to be found any-
where in the world. Heather
says that made life difficult
at first, but ultimately afforded
greater freedom than if she’d
been at home in the UK.

‘The first lockdown was a
bit stricter than the UK; there
was no food delivery, take-
aways or online shopping.
The borders were closed,
with managed isolation/quar-
antine facilities set up for re-
turning residents and essen-
tial workers. But while re-
strictions remained in place
in the UK for many months,
most of New Zealand moved
back to a largely unrestricted
life after a relatively short
lockdown period of eight
weeks. 

‘We had another brief lock-
down later in the year, but
during most of 2020/2021 I
was mostly able to socialise,
travel around the country, at-
tend music festivals, go to
restaurants and compete in
large sporting events.’

Heather says most people
in New Zealand were initially
strongly in favour of the gov-
ernment’s approach to Covid
and could see the benefits
of its tough stance. Now that
restrictions are lifting, there
is generally a feeling of con-
fidence in the country.

Opening
‘We have the security of a

high vaccination rate, mean-

ing the healthcare system is
more likely to cope and
healthcare professionals are
much less concerned about
the prospect of Covid spread-
ing. Overall, New Zealanders
seem very happy that the
borders are opening, allowing
friends/relatives/tourists to
visit and residents/ex-pats to
leave the country without
having to isolate on return.’

Heather’s planning to return

to the UK in May, but says
she’s definitely made the
most of her time in the coun-
try whose original Maori
name translates as ‘land of
the long white cloud.’

‘I’ve had countless adven-
tures and experiences that I
would not have had other-
wise. I am choosing to return
to the UK now that life there
looks a bit better and more
“back to normal”.

Heather Kennedy from Newcastleton is returning to the UK after her trip to NZ was extended due to the pandemic

Some special Easter eggs will
be woven into existence this
weekend when local families
get the chance to practice the
ancient craft of willow weaving
to create ‘egg shaped pods’
large enough to sit in. 
Dumfriesshire artist Jim

Buchanan is hosting a workshop
on Saturday, when parents and
children will be shown how to
work with willow branches us-
ing a simple weaving techniques
to craft the pods into shape,
making them large enough to
sit in and play in
“Willow pod weaving is rea-

sonably easy once the main
structure is created,” says Jim,
“it’s an ideal family event re-
quiring a little bit of strength
from the adults, coupled with
the dexterity and enthusiasm of
the children!” 
The willow weaving work-

shop, which is being held in

the Rosevale Play Space from
10am until 2pm, is all part of
the What We Do Now pro-
gramme. In his work designing
and building children’s play
spaces, Jim uses woven willow
to create small ‘sitooteries’ or
crawl in den spaces, allowing
children to play hiding games
and to enjoy a snug space. 
The benefits of free play within

nature were discussed with Jim
and his colleagues at recent
public consultation event in the
town’s Chrysalis Studio. The
crafting of the Egg Pods this
weekend is a first step in ex-
ploring low cost, durable play
spaces for children, initially in
the home environment to start
with.
Interest in the free event has

been so keen that it’s likely that
a repeat workshop will be held
in May to satisfy demand. Jim
explains that the Egg Pods are

made from locally harvested
willow and are light enough to
be carried home. If they are
‘planted’ into the ground, the
willow can regenerate. 
“Willow is unique in that it

can establish roots from hard-
wood cutting when placed in
damp soil, so any of our woven
pods, placed into moist ground
will regenerate and create a liv-
ing construction,” he says. New
willow growth can then be wo-
ven back into the form adding
strength and durability.
Willow weaving is an ancient

craft and rods can grow long,
thin and flexible, sometimes up
to two meters in a year. They
are ideal for twisting and bend-
ing into structural forms. There
are over 300 varieties worldwide
and the willow supplied for the
workshop is sourced from within
Dumfriesshire and has been se-
lected for its malleability for

the pod weaving. And Jim tells
us there is a substantial amount
of willow growing along the
river in Langholm, a robust na-
tive variety, which is suited to
slightly larger constructions,
which leaves us wondering what
sort of creations he might be
weaving into existence next..? 

Weave your very own egg pod
OutPost Arts revives ancient art of willow weaving

The willow weaving workshop will take place, this weekend in the
Rosevale Street Play Space

NEWS
IN BRIEF

Heather’s NZ trip becomes extended medical mission

Artist Jim Buchanan
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If you have compiled a quiz - or a crossword - you would like to send in to the E&L, 
we would be delighted to publish it.

You can either pop it through the door, (54 High Street, Langholm)
hand it in to the office or email it to 

sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

LOCAL NOTICEBOARD

LOCAL 
NOTICEBOARD
Advertise on the
NOTICEBOARD

this size
5cm x 1col

only

£15 inc VAT

LOCAL NOTICEBOARD
Advertise on the
NOTICEBOARD
this size 5cm x 2col 

only

£20 inc VAT
Contact: sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

Please send your events for this FREE  listing below, to sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

WHAT’S ON IN ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE 

APRIL
Fri 15th Dominic Kirwan

Through the Eyes of an Irishman Tour The Buccleuch Centre, 7.30pm

Sat 16th
Pre-school children Easter fun 10-12 Canonbie Community Cafe

Easter Pop Up - Flowers by Kathryn 9-12 The Wee Workshop

Sun 17th Langholm Horseracing Association 
Race Meeting 2pm Castleholm

Fri 22nd The Music of John Denver The Buccleuch Centre, 7.30pm

Sun 24th Langholm Accordian & Fiddle Club 
and guests Langholm Social Club 2-5pm

Fri 29th The Springsteen Sessions The Buccleuch Centre, 7.30pm

Sun 30th Liddesdale Ladies Amenities Group
(LLAGs) Coffee Morning Newcastleton Village Hall

MAY
Sat 1st Langholm Horse Racing Assosiation 

Race Meeting 2pm Castleholm

Sat 7th Langholm Love Local Producers Market Market Place

Sat 14th AGM 7pm & Talk by Adam Armstrong
about the Border Reivers 7.30pm ESMP Hall, Eskdalemuir

Sat 23rd Tommy Millar and the Two Pennies
A Tale from the Titanic Nicholforest Hall

Sat 28th Matinée:  A Right Royal Knees-up The Buccleuch Centre, 2.30pm

BEPUZZLED
IT’S QUIZ WEEK...don’t you know?

Questions
1) ‘Futureworld’ was the last film of which famous actor?

2) In the computer term ‘SQL’ what does the Q stand for?

3) Roger Bannister is famous as an athlete who broke the 4 minute mile
barrier, but what was his profession?

4) Which British Prime Minister was shot in 1812 whilst entering the House of
Commons?

5) ‘And now for something completely different’ is a regular quote from
which comedy show?

6) The British cyclist Chris Froome was actually born in which country?

7) Born Henry McCarty, which notorious US outlaw’s final words were said to
be ‘Quien es? Quien es?’ (Who is it? Who is it?)

8) Best known by his initials, which fictional character had the first names of
John Ross?

9) Who invented the first rigid Airship in 1900?

10) Who is Antoine Domino better known as?

11) Television licences were first introduced in the UK in 1949 at a cost of
how much? a) 2 Shillings b) £2  c) £20 

12) In what decade did Louis Bleriot make the first powered flight across the
English Channel?

13) In which city was Byker Grove set?

14) If a Bingo caller shouted ‘Duck and Dive’ what number would he be 
calling?

15) In what sport would you hear the term ‘Third Man’?

16) In what competition did Wanderers beat the Royal Engineers 1-0?

17) Which of Henry VIII’s wives survived him?

18) In which Shakespeare play would you find the characters of Portia,
Antonio, and Shylock?

19) Who preceded Justin Welby as Archbishop of Canterbury?

20) Which famous scientist is quoted as saying ’if you can’t explain it simply,
you don’t understand it well enough’?

ANSWERS...no cheating!!

Yul Brynner 1
Query (Structured Query Language) 2
Doctor 3
SpencerPerceval 4
Monty Python 5
Kenya 6
Billy the Kid 7
JR Ewing (Dallas 8
Ferdinand von Zeppelin 9
Fats Domino 10

11  £2
12  1900s (1909)
13  Newcastle-upon-Tyne
14  25
15   Cricket
16   Football Association Cup (1872)
17   Catherine Parr
18   The Merchant of Venice
19   Rowan Williams
20   Albert Einstein 

Pre-School children
Easter Fun
BBoouunnccyy CCaassttllee••
BBaallll PPiitt••
EEaasstteerr EEgggg HHuunntt••

Canonbie Community Café
in the vestry

Saturday 16th April
10:00-12:00 

Café open for 
cakes and coffee.
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Times Past 
50 years: Presentation
For many years Mr William Welsh has assisted the Eskdale Old
Peoples Welfare Committee in catering for the meals on wheels
service. He has also catered on very favourable terms for Christ-
mas dinners for the elderly and for the Over 60 Club parties. He
has also taken a kindly interest in individuals in the district need-
ing hot meals in their homes. With the departure of Mr and Mrs
Welsh and family to Blackpool, a large number of people in
Langholm and Canonbie subscribed to a presentation to express
their appreciation. This was handed over in the presence of a
large gathering of admirers on Wednesday 29th March in the
Whita Café when Mrs Armstrong, treasurer of the Old People’s
Welfare Committee handed over to Mr Welsh a wallet contain-
ing £51 and a lovely broach to Mrs Welsh. In making the pre-
sentation Mrs Armstrong expressed the appreciation of the
people of the town and district for all the good work done by
Mr and Mrs Welsh and family and our best wishes for their hap-
piness and prosperity in Blackpool. 

25 years: Factory shopping centre - threat or
opportunity? 
Langholm business people are to be given the chance to find out
more about controversial shopping scheme for Gretna. Plans to
build a massive factory outlet shopping centre with visitor centre
and restaurant on Glasgow Road, Gretna have caused anxiety
as far afield as Moffat. Feelings have so far been mixed with
such complexes being seen by many as a new style of tourist at-
traction brining in the visitors from many miles and helping give
local businesses a boost. Others, however, fear the competition
could force some established businesses to close and the new
venture will cause more harm than good. Langholm Initiative
has taken the initiative to help Eskdale business people make up
their own minds about the venture. On Tuesday evening in the
Community Centre, they will have the opportunity to hear about
the proposals by developers Reportraise. After their presentation
they will leave and make way for Alistair Houston of the Black-
smiths Visitors Centre who is opposing the plans. It is also hoped
there will be representatives form the Enterprise, the Tourist
Board and the Council. The idea, says the Initiatives Ian 
Macgregor is to let people decide for themselves “Opportunity
or threat?”

Caroline Street Picnic Party in 1927 courtesy of Langholm Archives

The collapsed Boatford Bridge and below the subsequent re-built version

The re-built Boatford Bridge

The ash tree collides with Boatford Bridge in July 1904

The Boatford before The Swing Brig was built.

September 1871 The Boatford (or Swing) Brig col-
lapsed into the Esk shortly before it was due to be opened in 
September 1871. Its said that after the barriers were removed 
sixty children and thirty adults stampeded onto it to have their 
photograph taken. Under this great load the bridge spilt in the 
middle and collapsed - albeit rather gently - into the river be-
low. Within minutes 2,000 people had descended on the di-
saster site and it’s claimed that desperate mothers were wading 
into the Esk to pull their children out ... and if they weren’t 
theirs they ung them back in again! 

The brig was damaged again in July 1904 during a massive 
ood when a huge ash tree, carried downstream by the force 

of the river, collided with the walkway causing it to bulge out 
by several feet on one side. However the damage was only su-
per cial and when the tree was cut away the walkway recoiled 
back into its original position. 

Pupils from Canonbie School 1948/49 sent in by Donald Waugh Easter Egg Dyeing in 1967 Jimmy Weathersone and 7 year old Alan with
Jeanette Donaldson and Irene Irving with young Colin and Roger

Easter Bonnet winners 2000
Sarah Jones, Tanith Marron, Sian Blackburn and Henry Jeffrey (back)
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Dougie Robertson, the singer/frontman
of top tribute band THE SPRINGSTEEN
SESSIONS brings his autherntic and
thrilling show to The Buccleuch Centre at
the end of the month. They have been
around since 2011 and they have gone
from strength to strength ever since.
Back to playing to large and enthusiastic

audiences up and down the UK The
SPRINGSTEEN SESSIONS have now to-
tally re-branded - retaining the all-important
“front-man” - and have added a complete re-
vamp of the entire band introducing some of
the best experienced musicians around.
These guys are all huge fans of “The Boss”

and their devotion to replicating the authentic
sounds of the “Main Man” and the E-Street
Band is obvious. Sit back - if you can remain
seated - and be taken on a never-ending
journey of the music of the man from New
Jersey.
As far as tributes to The Boss go, there’s

none finer. From the time The Springsteen
Sessions take to the stage, they take you on
a musical journey down E Street that will
leave you enthralled, excited and exhausted
but more importantly wanting more. Cover-
ing over 4 decades of the Boss, this tight unit
of accomplished musicians tear into such
mighty classics as Born To Run, 10th 

Avenue Freeze Out, Glory Days and Ros-
alita to name but a few. To the ‘True Spring-
steen Fan’ this will be a journey that they’ll
never want to end. So, sit back and enjoy the
pure sounds of Bruce Springsteen and the
legendary E Street band via The
Springsteen Sessions.

All the hits are there in the SPRINGSTEEN
SESSIONS extended set including :
Born In The Usa 

The River•
Darlington County•
Born To Run•
Rosalita•
Dancing In The Dark•
Hungry Heart •
Thunder Road •
Glory Days•
Tougher Than The Rest•
Nebraska •
Atlantic City•
Darkness On The Edge Of Town•
Jungleland •
Independence Day •

and more, and more, and more.
Even some of Brucie’s latest material is on
the list!
Your own personal favourite is bound to be
there!

Get Your Ticket NOW relax and enjoy 
THE SPRINGSTEEN SESSIONS at

www.buccleuchcentre.com

Eskdalemuir Observatory from Dumfedling hill  by Chrissie Coburn-Krzowska                                                                                          Camera:iPad Pro

The E&L Gallery

Buccleuch tribute to the Boss
ENTERTAINMENT



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES
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ROOFING SERVICES

McCulloch
 Roo�ng Family Business Since 1979

28 Bank Street
Galashiels TD1 1EN

for a free quote or advice
Phone:01896 888664

web: mccullochroofing.co.uk

ALL ROOFING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Sla�ng ▪ Tiling ▪ Flat Roofs 
UPVC Windows and Doors 
UPVC Facias and Gu�ering

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows

BREWERY
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ADVERTISING

Online subscriptions to the

are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read

anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT! STARTING AT £1 A WEEK

LANGHOLM POP-UP SHOP
April/May 2022

■ Saturday 16th April (The Wee Workshop)
Flowers by Kathryn

■ Saturday 23rd April (74 High St)
Wee Wax Melts & Tropic Life

■ Saturday 7th May (74 High St & Old Post Office)
Love Langholm Local Market

To book a space: Call Sharon Irving on 07862 367209
or email: sharon@ashleybank.co.uk

Borderlands Brewery
116A High Street Langholm

Open every Friday 
4pm to 6pm for collection

Hand crafted Ale brewed in Langholm
Free delivery in Langholm and Canonbie
order via website or call 07843 896644

www.borderlandsbrewery.co.uk

LANGHOLM 
TOWN HALL 

(inside)
WEDNESDAYS 10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS 9am - 2pm
Access through rear door

ROYAL BANK MOBILE VAN
Day Centre car park

Thursdays
11:45am - 12:25pm

MOBILE SERVICES

Advertise in the E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised how little it costs!

An advert this size, 5cm x 2 columns,
will only cost £15 + VAT each for 12 inserts.

This can include your logo or other graphic and
can be designed in-house.

Contact 013873 80012 for details.
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Golfing
footballers
Footballers
Langholm Legion F.C are or-
ganising a golf day at
Langholm Golf Club to try
to raise funds for the season
ahead. The event will take
place on the Bank Holiday
weekend of Sunday 1st May
and will be in the form of
teams of four competing in a
nine hole Texas Scramble. 
Entry is open to all at a
cost of £10 per player which
includes food in the clubhouse
after your round. There will
be good prizes for the top
scoring teams, closest the
hole, straightest drive and a
raffle after the prize giving. 
To make the event a success
the club are also looking for
any local businesses or indi-
viduals who would be kind
enough to sponsor a hole or
donate a raffle prize. The cost
of sponsorship will be £20
with your name being adver-
tised appropriately on the
day. 
Any questions or to enter
or help sponsor the event
please get in touch with any
member of the football club
or on any of our social media
platforms or contact Martin
Thomlinson on  07921921789
if possible. 

SPORT
IN BRIEF

Cross Country
The annual Annandale and
Eskdale Primary Schools
Cross Country Champi-
onship took place at
Langholm Rugby Club just
before the Easter holidays
The event that brings entries
from most schools in An-
nandale and Eskdale includ-
ed eight races for children
in different age groups. Near-
ly 500 children took part on
the day, with winners coming
from various schools, a re-
flection of the excellent 
ongoing work with cross
country running in schools.
A spokesperson for the

council said, “it is encourag-
ing to see nearly 500 young
children taking part in a sport-
ing event of this nature after
two years of Covid-19 re-
strictions. 
‘Physical activity and well

organised sporting events
can provide many benefits
for children and these posi-
tive experiences play an im-
portant role in a young per-
son’s life.’’
Schools, volunteers and

sports leaders were thanked
for making the event possible
and hosts Langholm Rugby
Club were thanked for 
donating the use of their 
facilities for the event. 

Catch us if you can!

Lauren Davidson of Langholm P6

Langholm and Canonbie runners show a clean pair of heels

Mia Harvey, Isla Hall, Evelyn Bell, were 2nd in the P7 Girls Team Race

Langholm’s Mollie Phillips(c) took first place 
in the P6 girls Large School raceLangholm Rugby Club Steward, Michael Bell, presented the awards

Lauren Davidson, Holly Irving and Mollie Philips make up the P6 girls team Rory Irving,  Aaron Jardine  Murray McCuaig
1st in P6 Large School Team Race Tilda Smith, Emily Rome, Hannah Imrie of Canonbie P4-5

Hannah Imrie of Canonbie Ramsey Green of Langholm Evelyn Bell of Langholm Rory Irving of Langholm 
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Sports News
Thursday April 14, 2022

Sponsored by KELSO RACES

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
wednesDAY 4th may

SUNDAY 29th MAY
01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Hounds

It was an early Easter
Eggstravaganza at Burgh by
Sands where the Juniors en-
joyed an Easter Egg hunt and
colouring competition while
there was extra prize money
and rosettes for the winning
hounds.

There were six hounds slipped
in the Seniors and Delta Scope
having scored his first win of
the season on Wednesday did
not disappoint favourite backers
as he led them up the marsh.
There were a few scales up at
the top end before they turned
from home but Scope stuck to
his task and appeared back into
view with a big lead.  He fin-
ished well in front of the second
hound Fire lass with Delta
Supreme the only other finisher
taking third.  A kennel double
was on the cards as the only
two entries in the Maidens were
also from the Sarah Harper Hart-
ley Robinson kennel.   True to
form Delta Style was the easy
winner with Delta Spiral not

managing to get round.  Seven
entries were slipped in the Pup
trail and were all closely
bunched up the front of the
Marsh.  There were again some
scales at the top end with Border
Reign taking the lead most of
the time.  When they appeared
on the finish there were still a
few hounds in with chances.
Tallulah and Border Reign had
about ten yards lead on Inspect
who had run slightly wide but
soon righted himself and stepped
up a gear to fly past the other
two for his second win of the
week.  Tallulah again was sec-

ond with Border Reign third
and Delta Swift fourth.  Black
Thorn ran on well for fifth and
Fire Bond was sixth.  Final race
of the day was the Veterans
with only two entries.  Castle
Clansman had opened up a big
lead half way up the shore but
Frankel was closing and by the
time they were at the top turn
both hounds were together.
Same was the order as they
came on to the finish and as
handlers started calling them
home Frankel soon sprinted
home to win easily with 
Clansman in second.

RESULTS
Burgh by Sands – Association

Trail, Saturday 9th April
Seniors 
1. Delta Scope 2. Fire Lass 3. Delta
Supreme 
6 Ran 3 Finished Time 23.54
Senior Maidens 
1. Delta Style 
2 Ran 1 Finished Time 24.39
Pups 
1. Inspect 2. Tallulah 3. Border
Reign 4. Delta Swift 5. Black Thorn
6. Fire Bond
7 Ran Time 14.03
Veterans 
1. Frankel 2. Castle Clansman 
3. Ran Time

Horseracing
By Darren Irving

19-year-old Langholm lad,
Sam Cottrill, got the ex-
perience of a lifetime at
the weekend when he was
given the opportunity to
lead up a horse in the
biggest race of them all at
Aintree

Sam had earlier led up other
stable stars for his employer 

Henry De Bromhead on both
Thursday and Friday and on
Saturday got the chance to lead
up Poker Party in the Grand
National. The 10-year-old race-
horse is owned by Robcour and
was ridden by Robbie Power. 

Unfortunately though, the
chestnut gelding was pulled up
with around five fences to go
but he did return safe and sound,
which is always a relief. 

Burgh-by-Sands
Easter extravaganza
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Delta Scope & Sarah Harper, Delta Style & Annabelle Connelly, Inspect & Janie, Kerry and Emmie Lindsay,  
Frankel & Emily, Liam Milburn, Isla

Horseracing
By Kevan Grieve

Hacker Des Places raced home
to win the Palace Park Hand-
icap Hurdle at Aintree’s
Grand National Festival last
Friday. Owners with a share
in the horse can enter a ballot
to win Owner’s badges for
the day and syndicate mem-
bers David and Kevan Grieve
were fortunate enough to each
receive one.  This allowed
them to meet trainer Paul
Nicholls and Jockey Angus
Cheleda in the paddock before
the race, to hear how they
planned to run the horse in
the race. 

Hacker Des Places who had
run well in March, 
finishing 3rd in the Imperial
Cup at Sandown, had only ever
ran on soft ground, so the better
ground at Aintree was a bit of
an unknown. However, this did-
n’t seem to hamper Hacker and 

he galloped home up the Aintree
straight to win the race. 

Langholm father and son,
David and Kevan Grieve, were
delighted to be part of the day.
“The whole day was a surreal
experience, from being in the
Aintree Paddock at the Grand
National Festival, meeting the
champion trainer Paul Nicholls
and then being part of the trophy
presentation after the race but
it was a brilliant day and one
we will never forget!” says 
Kevan. “It’s something you
watch on TV but never dream
you’ll have the opportunity to
be involved in”. Three other
members of the syndicate are
Andrew Johnstone, James
Ritchie and Stevie Ellwood.

Rugby
By Kenneth Pool

Langholm 38 Penicuik 10

Langholm RFC continued
their climb up East League
2 with another good home
win on Saturday. In front
a big crowd of keen sup-
porters and playing in
pleasant weather condi-
tions, they took on
Penicuik, who had drawn
with Langholm back in
September.
It wasn't long before scrum

half, Andy Allison, put the
home side ahead with a
good solo try. Nathan Smith
converted. Penicuik started
to put some pressure on
and although Langholm saw
plenty of the ball, the visitors
defence proved difficult to
break down for much of the
first half. With half time 
looming, it was Callum 
Henderson who made the
breakthrough as he ran in an
excellent try. Again, Smith was
on target with the conversion.
The half time score was
Langholm 14 Penicuik 0.
Langholm started the sec-

ond half in charge and within
10 minutes, Ben Jardine
had scored a try. Langholm
continued to put pressure
on the visitors and at 60
minutes, Adam Hall crossed

the line for their fourth try
and secured the bonus
point.
Penicuik struck back be-

fore Smith scored another
home try and converted to
take the score to 31-5.  
In the closing minutes, a

breakaway try by the visitors
added another five points to
their score but Langholm
had the final say with a late
second try for Henderson,
which Smith converted to
make the score 38-10 at the
final whistle.
Another good solid perfor-

mance against a big
Penicuik side. This win takes
Langholm into fourth spot
in the league on 47 points,
one point behind Leith, who
have played one more
match. Saturday sees an-
other home game against
Dunbar. Kick off is at 3pm.

Another home 
win for Langholm

Sam’s Aintree 
experience

Langholm’s Sam Cottrill leads up Poker Party in the Grand National

Syndicate 
success joy

Right: 
David Grieve with the 

Palace Park Handicap Hurdle
trophy


