
Residents in remote Eskdale-
muir have once again trained
their sights on a high-velocity
rifle range, which they claim
is a potential danger to both
them and visitors to the area.
The Ladshaw range, operated

by Longtown-based Gardners
Guns, is situated in 31,000 acres
of woodland close to the hamlet
of Craik. It is used by club
members to fire large-calibre
rifles with a range of over a
mile.
However protesters point out

that it is less than a mile from
Craikhope Outdoor Centre,
which hosts children and adults
for outdoor activities and ori-
enteering in the forest, and could
also put walkers, cyclists and

horse-riders at risk.
Earlier this year, protests about

a Gardners range at Clerkhill,
close to the Samye Ling 
Buddhist Centre, led to world-
wide headlines and a decision
by the Scottish Government to
deny a retrospective planning 
application.

Austria
Both the Ladshaw and

Clerkhill ranges are situated on
Eskdalemuir Forestry land ul-
timately owned by Kronospan,
a multinational wood-based 
panels manufacturer with head-
quarters in Austria.
At a public meeting in Hawick

last week, organised by Upper
Teviotdale and Borthwick Water
Community Council, opponents
of the Ladshaw site met to voice
their concerns with representa-
tives of Gardners, including

owner Mark Gardner who set
up the business in 2005, and
Chief Insp David Quinn of Po-
lice Scotland’s explosives and
firearms department.
Daniele Frielle, a community

councillor, said: “The Ladshaw
range is operated with no plan-
ning permission and no public
consultation. 

Refute
“The Craikhope Outdoor 

Centre is next to the range, and
with the range being unfenced,
this is of great concern, and
could cause the centre to cease
business if no solution is found.
“Several holiday businesses in
the area raised concerns on the
basis that their guests come to
the area to walk and cycle and
to enjoy the peace and quiet.
“The risk for walkers, cyclists

and horse riders is that they
could come across the range
when exploring the country-
side,” Mrs Friell added.  “The
first they would know about it
is a warning sign on the gate if
approaching along a forest road.
Those entering through the for-
est may be unaware of the range
until they have walked into it.”
Gardners refute the claims,

but because the matter is cur-
rently the subject of legal ap-
peals they are unable to com-
ment further.
However a spokeswoman told

the Advertiser: “We are com-
plying with all legislation, and
Chief Insp. Quinn is more than
happy with our safety and pro-
cedures.”

>Turn to page 2

Play Park makes progress
PHASE ONE OF BUCCLEUCH PARK DEVELOPMENT HAS STARTED: PAGE 3
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Locals take aim at
Eskdalemuir marksmen

Newcastleton resident Jim Higgins was convinced
he’d seen a golden eagle soaring above his house.
He even claimed one had tried to snatch his dog.
Now it’s official – these majestic birds of prey are
indeed back in Liddesdale, with high-tech satellite
tagging confirming that golden eagles have been
flying over the valley, most probably on their way
to their hunting grounds in Northumberland.

FULL STORY & PICTURES,P5

Opponents claim elite rifle range could put lives at risk 
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Reports on functions and meet-
ings, opinions and points of
view on the hot topics of the
week.  Get involved, tell us
your opinion, send us a letter.
See Page:4
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Janet takes over
Art Corner Gallery

It’s the end of an era at a
popular Langholm art gallery
– but it is business as usual
as Janet Carson from Canon-
bie takes over Art Corner
Gallery from Phil Gunn

Full story: Page 2

Full page of
Letters to the Editor

There can’t be many rugby
matches where a father and
son not only play on the pitch
together but also both score.
That’s exactly what happened
in the match between
Langholm and Inverleith.

Full story: Page 16

FIRING LINE: Residents are opposed to high-velocity range.

LRFC keeps it 
in the family

The eagles have landed

SPORT

By Nick Brownlee
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Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

Deaths

Supported by the 
Dumfriesshire East Community 

Benefit Group
which is funded by 

ScottishPower Renewables
Ewe Hill Windfarm

The Eskdale & Liddesdale 
Advertiser

is part funded by the following 
organisations along with 
charitable trusts and 
individuals from the 

community of Langholm.

MARTINDALE, Margaret

Peacefully on 24th March 2022, at Cumberland
Infirmary, Margaret Taylor Martindale, née Milady,
Alma Place, Langholm, dearly loved wife of Dennis. 
Funeral service at Langholm Cemetery on
Wednesday 13th April at 12 midday, all friends
welcome. 

Church Notices

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale and

Canonbie Churches
welcome you to

Worship on Sunday
morning at 10am and
11:30 respectively. 

In line with
government guidance

Worshippers are
advised to do a Lateral
Flow test on Sunday
morning and will be
required to adhere to

current Covid
restrictions.

Rev Morag Crossan
on 07861736071 or
email mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk

> From Page 1
The Ladshaw range is currently operational under the

terms of the 28-Day Rule, which allows for the use of
land or buildings without the need for formal planning
consent.
Following the meeting, Berwickshire, Roxburgh and

Selkirk MP John Lamont has written to Scottish Borders
Council regarding planning issues, while Rachael Hamil-
ton, MSP for Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire, has
agreed to pursue community concerns with Scottish
Government ministers.
Bill Stephenson, a former environmental planning

consultant who has been against both range develop-
ments, said he could not understand why Ladshaw
was able to operate without planning permission.
“At some point there is going to have to be an inquiry

into all this, because the whole thing stinks,” he said.

MSP Hamilton to take
concerns to Holyrood

Let’s raise a glass to mine host
The pub industry has taken a battering in recent years. 
Even before Covid caused havoc, more than a fifth of Scottish hostelries had closed since the turn
of the century. Now, just as the tavern doors were tentatively reopening once again, publicans are
being hit by a double whammy of rising energy prices and the prospect of a pint of beer going up
by as much as 70p thanks to the turmoil in Ukraine. 
We are lucky that our local landlords are made of stern stuff. Yes, the price of a pint has gone up
– but they are determined to do their best by their customers and offset as much of the pain as
possible for as long as they can. 
Such loyalty deserves recognition. What better way of showing our appreciation than popping
down the local tonight and telling them ourselves?  

54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

Family___________
Announcements

Contact us at the E&L:  Office 013873 80012
News Editor    Penny Johnstone    penny@eladvertiser.co.uk
Sales/Admin   Sharon Tolson         sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

Janet’s in the frame for
gallery as Phil steps down

By Nick Brownlee
It’s the end of an era at a popular Langholm art
gallery – but it also promises to be business as
usual.
Phil Gunn, the owner of the Art Corner Gallery on

the High Street, is stepping down after more than 20
years and handing over the keys to his friend and
fellow artist Janet Carson.
Originally from Stoke-on-Trent, Phil opened his

gallery in the Muckle Toon in 2000. Over the years
he has displayed work by many local artists including
Drew Weatherstone and Colin Blanchard, as well as
his own.  
“I have absolutely loved it, but I hit 71 at Christmas

and now is the time to step back and do other
things,” Phil said. “I’ll be teaching karate – I’m a
6th Dan – as well as painting and enjoying playing
the guitar.”
Janet, an artist and graphic designer from Canonbie,

met Phil in the gallery and when she heard he was
considering retirement she jumped at the chance to

take over the reins. 
She said: “Phil’s a Langholm legend and it’s a real

honour to be stepping into his shoes. I’ll be doing
my best to keep up all the good work he’s been
doing for the last 20 years.”

Phil Gunn hands over Art Corner’s keys to Janet Carson

LANGHOLM, ESKDALEMUIR,
EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

HOLY WEEK SERVICES OF WORSHIP
Sunday 10th April 2022 (Palm Sunday)
10:00 am Langholm Parish Church
3:00 pm Eskdalemuir Community Hub

Monday 11th April
7:00 pm Ewes Church
Tuesday 12th April

7:00 pm Westerkirk Church, Bentpath
Wednesday 13th April
7:00 pm Ewes Church 
Thursday 14th April

7:00 pm Langholm Parish Church – Communion 

Friday 15th April (Good Friday)
12:00 Noon to 3:00 pm Langholm Parish Church

Quiet Church open
7:00 pm Langholm Parish Church
Saturday 16th April (Holy Saturday)
11:30 pm Langholm Parish Church

First Service of Easter
Sunday 17th April (Easter Sunday)
10:00 am Langholm Parish Church

The deadline is fast approaching for people to express their
views on housing needs in the Tarras Valley Nature Reserve. 
It’s nearly a year since the community purchased 5,200 acres of

Langholm Moor and organisers say they want to get a feel of
what interest there is in housing or workspace in the area.  Infor-
mation from the survey will help determine plans for the estate,
although they will be subject to further consultation and discussion. 
A working group is being set up for anyone interested in helping

to develop the plans.
The survey is being done online and can be accessed through

the Tarras Valley Facebook page. But don’t wait too long – the
deadline is April 10th.

Your views sought
for Tarras scheme

share the news of any..........
• engagements
• marriages
• anniversaries
• births
• thank yous
• congratulations

Contact us on 013873 80012
sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk



Pub landlords in Langholm have vowed to their
beer prices as low as possible – despite the price
of a pint expected to rocket this year.

And they have thanked
their loyal customers for their
understanding as the cost
of a night out in the pub
gets ever more expensive.
The average price of a pint

of beer or lager has gone
up by 20p in the last two
years. But Brewery bosses
this week warned that the
ongoing war in Ukraine could
see it increase by as much
as 70p in some parts of the
country by September, due
to increases in grain prices
on the world markets.
This is on top of rising en-

ergy costs and inflation,
which have already put a
huge strain on the day-to-
day running of hospitality
establishments – leading to
fears that it could spell dis-
aster for the already belea-
guered Scottish pub 
industry.
Norman Gormley, who has

run the Buck Hotel on the
High Street since 1998, has
already had to increase the 

price of a pint to £3.50
since the turn of the year.
But he says he will pull out
all the stops to ensure his
regulars are spared major
increases.
“If the brewery puts the

price up, then so do we in
order to cover our own
costs,” he said. “But we’ll
be doing our best to keep
the price of a pint as low as
possible. 
“The customers here know

that the price of everything
is going through the roof at
the moment, so they under-
stand the position we’re in. I
imagine the biggest increas-
es will be felt by pubs in the
big cities, and that’s where
it’s going to hit hardest.”
When Norman took over

at the Buck, the average
price of a pint of bitter was
£1.69. As of February this
year – a month before the
war in Ukraine – that had
already doubled. 
Steven Park took over as

landlord at the Crown Hotel
18 months ago. He says that
although he has been able
to keep his prices locked
down through an agreement
with suppliers Heineken, he
has still been obliged to put
20p on a pint.
“Running a pub is expen-

sive at the best of times, and
the cost of the beer is just
one aspect of it,” he said.
“When the costs go up we
have to pass that on to the
customer, but we are deter-
mined to keep our prices
down as much as we can.
“We’re lucky that we have

some fantastically loyal reg-
ulars who understand how
difficult it is and have re-
mained supportive through-
out,” Steven added.
A major price hike would

be the latest setback for the
hospitality industry in 
Scotland. According to fig-
ures from the Scottish Beer
& Pub Association, as many
as one in 14 Scottish pubs
closed down for good during
the various Covid lockdowns,
with more than a fifth closing
since the turn of the century. 

It’s been a long time coming – but work to deliver
Langholm’s vision of an exciting, top-class play
area in Buccleuch Park is finally underway. 
Plans for the development first came to light back

in 2015. A dedicated band of volunteers and fund-
raisers swung into action then and have been hard
at work ever since to bring the plans to fruition. 
The contractors, Hawthorn Heights from Northern

Ireland started work on Monday and say it’s likely
to take six to eight weeks to complete so they’re
apologising for any inconvenience to Park users. 
Langholm, Ewes and Westerkirk Community 

Council say they’re so very grateful to the many
grant funders, local
community groups
and individuals who
played a part in rais-
ing the £100,000 re-
quired. They’re also
indebted to the Com-
munities Directorate
of Dumfries and Gal-
loway Council, who
have been a very   
supportive partner
from the start. 
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14 candidates will contest the six
seats available in our  two council
wards in the local elections on
Thurday May 5. 

Dumfries and Galloway Council
has  43 councillors who are elected
every five years to represent the
region, the last time being in May
2017.

The E&L will feature further
information about each of the
fourteen candidates contesting a
seat in our two wards in the run-
up to polling day.

Annandale East & Eskdale
Ward  has three seats avail-
able for council members to
be elected. The seven candi-
dates are as follows:

CARRUTHERS KAREN 
Scottish Conservative & Unionist

DRYBURGH ARCHIE
Scottish Labour Party 

HERBST-GRAY KIRSTEN
Scottish Liberal Democrats 

MALE DENIS RAYMOND
Independent

MATTOCK STEPHEN PAUL
Scottish Green Party 

TAIT RON
Scottish Conservative & Unionist

WILLMOT SYLVIA
Scottish National Party 

____________________

Hawick and Hermitage
Ward has three seats avail-
able for council members
to be elected. The seven
candidates are as follows:

COX JANE 
Scottish Conservative & Unionist

FERGUSON KEVIN
Scottish Green Party 

KNOX CAMERON
Independent

LEACH ROBERT
Scottish Labour Party 

MCATEER WATSON
Independent

SMART ANNETTE 
Scottish National Party  

WEBSTER ROSEMARY
Scottish Liberal Democrats 

Langholm landlords defiant
as the price of a pint soars

Publicans vow to keep prices “as low as possible” for loyal regulars

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Owned by the Community : Published for the  Community

Play Park’s promising progress

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

The landlords in Langholm will do their best to keep the
price of a pint as low as they can

Council
Hopefuls

An artist’s impression of how the new facilities in Buccleuch Park may look
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Not as bad
as portrayed
The last few years have been
difficult due to the lack of
tourism, events that would
normally have boosted sales
such as the Common Riding
have not been able to go ahead
and there have been less people
visiting from outside of the
area. Now we are starting to
see the effects of a cost-of-
living crisis which is affecting
most households up and down
the country as well as many
businesses. 
It is no secret that operating a
small family business over the
last few years has been difficult
and there doesn’t seem to be
any sign of it getting any easier
over the coming months. How-
ever, we feel that the articles in
the E&L newspaper this week
have been very unfair to the
people in the local community
who continue to use local shops
and businesses.  Whilst our sales
have dropped slightly over the
last few months, the number of
transactions has increased on
last year, so we don’t agree that
the local community are not us-
ing the high street enough. Our
figures show that customers are
still willing to use the local
shops but because their house-

hold budgets are being squeezed,
they simply have less to spend.
It is up to us shop owners to
come up with ideas to attract
customers to shop with us and
we shouldn’t begrudge people
for using supermarkets or 
looking for cheaper options. 

Not viable
Over the last 2 years many
businesses in the town have had
to rely on locals for the bulk of
their trade, and whilst the local
community mostly support the
local shops and cafes it is still
not enough to make it viable
for businesses to offer longer
opening hours and to open most
days of the week. We planned
on having longer opening hours
when we first opened but when
it became apparent that this was
no longer viable, we had to re-
duce them. This is not a city
centre or a large town so ex-
pecting businesses to open 7am-
5pm, 6-7 days a week to service
non-existent tourists is a ridicu-
lous idea. Increasing opening
hours incurs increased costs and
without a substantial increase
in trade it is not possible.  It is
also unfair to suggest that local
shops and cafes are not doing
enough to provide a service to
the influx of visitors that sup-
posedly flock to the town every
month for the market. The 
market may help some 
businesses in the town, but it

has a negative impact on our
trade when it is on. We’ve had
many complaints from our cus-
tomers, that there is nowhere
to park near to the high street
on market days as the parking
bays are taken up by market
stalls.
Comments that shops being
closed give the impression that
Langholm is closed for business
are especially frustrating. We
agree there needs to be more in
the town to attract visitors and
boost the high street. We have
tried on many occasions to open
other shops in the town but our
enquiries for premises have not
materialized. We asked about
leasing the Pop-Up Shop on a

long-term lease so we could
turn it into a delicatessen but
were told they didn’t want to
let it long term. 

Post office
We also stated our intention
to turn the old post office into a
coffee shop/ ice cream parlour
/takeaway, but this would have
required plumbing to be in-
stalled. We offered to pay for
this but after a couple of phone
calls and emails they haven’t
got back to us. We don’t under-
stand how Mr. Stevenson can
complain about businesses in
the town being shut one or two
days a week when he is content
to have shops sitting empty for

weeks or months at a time. The
problem is that there are too
many premises that are only
used on a temporary basis and
others that are being under-
utilised such as the E&L 
Advertiser office.  If we had
been able to open these two
shops, we would have been able
to offer employment to local
people. Instead, we have been
left with no option but to look
outside of Langholm to expand
our business and we are in the
process of taking over two
butcher shops in the Scottish
Borders.
We wouldn’t normally get in-
volved like this, as we try and
focus on the running of our own
business, but we felt that some
comments given in the local
paper this week were very 
negative and unnecessary. We
appreciate the support of all our
customers because at the end
of the day without your 
continued support we would not
have a business and the high
street would have one more
empty shop. Just to put our cus-
tomers minds at ease, we are
not planning on closing our
shop in Langholm, we just need
to expand our business by
branching out.  

Thanks,
Ryan & Samantha

Middlemass Butchers

Letters to the Editor
Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or
email your comments to penny@eladvertiser.co.uk

No use fishing when
there are no fish
I'm afraid that attempting to revive trade in Langholm, as
mooted (E&L Advertiser, March 31) (or anywhere else) is
akin to King Canute rebuking the tide.
I don't know if anyone else has noted, but the supermarkets
(even the German discounters) are empty too (and not just due
to the recent wintry snap).
Even the Governor of the Bank of England has warned of
impending hyper-inflation not seen since the 1970s, such as
usually leads to deep recession.
Council tax bills hit £2,000 a year this month, as the country
braces itself for the biggest living standards crunch in a gener-
ation.
A typical family will be over £800 a year worse off, as
energy bills, council tax, broadband and mobile phone contracts
all bust inflation.  At the same time, workers will be hit with a
1.25% rise in National Insurance.
Despite Rishi Sunak promising "security for working families"
in his Spring Statement last month a 5p fuel duty reduction
and a cut in the basic rate of Income Tax will do little to quell
the cost of living crisis, driven  by rampant inflation.
Predictably, the most obvious relief for this is disregarded,
and the roads remain packed with vehicles at £7 a gallon, 
So I fear that trying to revive Langholm High Street we may
as well try to resurrect the cloth mills, the most prestigious of
which USED to advertise daily on the Telegraph masthead
"The world's most expensive cloth."
That was then, this is now.   It's no use fishing when there are
no fish (as any Esk angler will confirm).

Richard Lennox,
Henry Street, Langholm

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir Ewes and
Westerkirk Parish churches
Mr Chris Hutchinson
Session clerk: 013873 73755 
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508

Ryan and Samantha Greig are looking to expand their business

Call for 
early birds
With reference to the article
on “The High Street” in
last week’s paper, I live lo-
cally and like to shop in
the area as much as pos-
sible, never go into Carlisle
city centre. 

Depending on where I am
working I will use the local
shops there as well. For the
last twelve years I worked in
Lockerbie and was lucky to
be able to have The Butchery
and Marchbank bakers to
hand. These shops were
open early so I was able to
get goods on the way to
work around 7am. The bak-
ers was always very busy in
the morning with utility work-
ers, forestry workers, lorry
drivers, housewives etc all
stocking up on breakfast and
lunch items. 

I would call into The 
Butchery normally two times
a week for items on the way
home from work. Even more
often during the early lock-

down when most places were
closed and home deliveries
a premium. As a real carni-
vore I was excited to hear a
new butcher was opening in
Langholm, and even though
I still worked in Lockerbie I
was in Langholm on Friday’s
and Saturdays for the shoot-
ing at Holmhead, but I strug-
gled to catch Browns open.
Even when we finished
around 3pm, the shop was
always shut. Now that I do
work from Langholm, shop

is closed when I drive in and
closed when I drive home.
Most of us at my work only
get half an hour lunch so it’s
tight to actually get fed and
drive up the street in that
time. 

I think Langholm is crying
out for somewhere open 6-
7am to catch the early crowd
for coffee, bacon rolls, pies,
items for bait etc.

A concerned resident
of the area

HAVE 
YOUR SAY

Langholm High Street
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Longtown
fire fighter
drive
Longtown fire station is on the
look-out for new members to
join their busy retained team.
An open day is to be held at
the station this Saturday, April
9, between 9am-11.30am for
anyone interested in a career
as an on-call firefighter in the
town. If you live or work in
Longtown, and can reach the
station within five minutes of a
call, come down and find out
more.

____________________

Air
Ambulance
Longtown Primary School PTA

is organising a clothing collection
in aid of the Great North Air Am-
bulance. They are looking for do-
nations of clothing, bedding, cur-
tains, towels, belts and shoes in
pairs, while old mobile phones and
used inkjet cartridges are also wel-
come.
The collection itself will be made

on April 29, but local firm Wm
Armstrong is providing a drop-off
point from April 25, while a second
location can be found in the school
car park from April 27. 

IN BRIEF

By Gilly Fraser
When Jim Higgins told people
he had saved his tiny dog from
being snatched by a golden
eagle in the garden of his home
near Newcastleton, no-one
would believe him.
‘They told me it must have

been a buzzard,’ Jim says. ‘But
I know what an eagle looks like
and this one had made three at-
tempts to snatch my wee black
Patterdale dog. Probably thought
it was a new-born lamb because
it was about the same size.’
That was three years ago, not

long after Jim first moved to
the area. Now, from the vantage
point of his home which sits
above the village, he has made
several sightings of golden ea-
gles flying along the valley. And
this time, he’s had them officially
confirmed.
‘I got in touch with the South

of Scotland Golden Eagle Project
and they were able to check
their satellite tagging system
and database to confirm that I
had indeed seen them.’ 
The Project has been working

since 2018 to protect and in-
crease golden eagle numbers in
the south of Scotland where in
the past they played an important
role in the ecosystem. Last
month it was able to 

announce that numbers are now
at their highest since the early
19th century.
Philip Munro from the Project

says several birds have been
flying around the Newcastleton
area and may even be using it
as a kind of highway in the sky
on their way to exploring their
Northumberland territory. 
Jim believes the bird he spotted

may be a subadult male called
Hecla which was released in
the winter or Amelia, a juvenile
female which was fledged in
the Borders. 
Now he’s keen to follow the

example of Moffat which has
been declared the UK’s first 

Eagle Town. It has adopted one
of the birds being monitored by
the Project and named it Sinclair
in honour of Mountain Rescue
Team founding member Hugh
Sinclair. In September last year
the town even staged an Eagle
Festival featuring falconry dis-
plays, raptor identification cours-
es and live music. 
‘I think we should get someone

to carve an eagle out of wood
and place it at the entrance to
the village,’ Jim says. ‘Knowing
there might be a chance to spot
such a magnificent bird could
prove to be a real tourist attrac-
tion for Newcastleton. And if
Moffat can do it – so can we.’

Eagles dare in Copshaw

Tarras the golden eagle, one of several birds being monitored
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The Happy Hour Theatre Company
presents

‘Women’s Troubles’
by Ben Brinicombe

Wednesday 13th April at 7.30pm
Tickets £14/£12

This is the present Happy Hour set of Actors and the cast of the next hilar-
ious play, ‘Women’s Troubles’ which was especially written for the Com-
pany by Ben Brinicombe of Maryport.
The play contains Happy Hour’s usual blend of silly but adult humour and
is guaranteed to raise some laughs

Box Office 013873 81196 | www.buccleuchcentre.com

Season’s
End
President Nancy McLure wel-
comed members to the final
meeting of the session. The
afternoon began with coffee,
cream scones and chat, fol-
lowed by the AGM.
Secretary Sheila Little read

the minutes of the most recent
AGM, held when the group
was able to restart last year.
The present committee will
continue and welcomed one
new member Isla Jackson. Var-
ious suggestions for the next
session were received and the
less formal format of the recent
Burns Supper was discussed.
Also, the need to balance
change and new ideas with the
fact that we are a Burns Club
and need to retain our tradition. 
Treasurer Ann Hislop circu-

lated copies of the balance
sheet audited by Grace Brown,
showing a closing balnce of
£373.55. 
With business complete, four

members gave brief talks to
entertain the group. Aileen Arm-
strong spoke of the beautiful
carved medieval skeleton grave-
stone carved in deep relief in
an arched stone surround, built

into the outside of the much
later wall which surrounds the
Thomas Hope Hospital. This
is in the old cobbled yard be-
hind the Truly Scrumptious
Coffee shop. No one seems to
know why this 1650 – 1730
stone is there. 

Ella Porteous’ talk was called
“A small world” about the many
co-incidental events that
brought her to live in Langholm
and the many people with local
roots she had met in different
settings. She made us smile
hearing of eccentric school
teachers of her early years and
how she too had become a
teacher. Ella has been a member
of Langholm Ladies Burns
Club for many years and said
when she first wished to join
she had to go on a waiting list
as only 50 members were per-
mitted. How times have
changed! 
Nancy McLure spoke of the

origin of the name of “Walkers

Hole”, just north of the Sawmill
Bridge. Nancy quoted from a
paper read at the “Langholm
Mutual Improvement Society”
which met monthly in the 19th
and 20th centuries. It tells of
the returning Jacobite army
marching north from Carlisle
when large groups of High-
landers spent the night in the
area of the Castleholm. A no-
table Jacobite officer Captain
Bernard Walker tried to get a
pony from Old Jimmy Irvine
in his cottage nearby. Old Jim-
my refused and a fierce fight
broke out between young Jim-
my, his grandson and Walker. 
Jimmy’s granddaughter was

injured by Walker who threat-
ened to drown her and old Jim-
my for  refusing to give up the
pony. The sword fight was long
and bloody and ended with
Walker’s death. Walker was
buried in an unmarked grave
near the swirling waters of the
pool. The place received the
name of Walkers Hole which
may refer to the grave or the
pool. 
The final offering was from

Grace Brown who gave a lovely
rendition of a favourite poem
“The Bairnies Cuddle Doon
by Alex Anderson and ended a
very happy afternoon. 

Aileen Armstrong
Langholm Ladies’Burns Club

More 
Letters to the Editor

Hawick’s popular Alchemy
Film Festival has published
its line-up for this year’s
event. In its twelfth year
the festival features more
than 120 films as well as 
a video-on-demand 
programme online.
Highlights include an exhi-
bition by Alchemy’s artist in
residence Jade Montserrat
which explores Hawick’s un-
der-known Black histories. 
Mark Lyken will unveil his
Hawick-made feature Notes

from a Low Orbit which is a
portrait of the town, its com-
munities and their everyday
routines and rituals. 
The exhibitions programme,
includes a newly commis-
sioned16mm work called
Earthy Body by artist Leah
Millar shot in Hawick last year,
and a video jukebox of ma-
terial from the Borders Com-
munity Film Archive. 
The festival runs from 28th
April to 2nd May in various
venues in and around Hawick. 

Hawick’s Alchemy
Film Festival

The Heart of Hawick venue will be widely used during the festival



MPs have issued a stark warn-
ing that we could all face sub-
stantial price rises due to
chronic shortages of workers
in food and farming. 
A report issued by the Envi-
ronment, Food and Rural Affairs
Committee lays the blame
squarely on Covid and Brexit,
saying both have had a huge
impact on the sector. The 
committee wants an easing of
the rules on English language
for skilled workers and is calling
for an expansion to the seasonal 

worker visa scheme. 
Normally around four million
people work in food and farm-
ing, but last year a sudden 
decline in workers from over-
seas led to more than half a
million job vacancies. 
The report does welcome
some of the government’s work
but says without fundamental
change, the UK is facing a
chain reaction of wage rises,
leading to price increases and
food production being exported
abroad. 
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Around the marts

25 tonnes of tatties
bound for Ukraine

Shortage of
farm workers

‘We didn’t feel that was quite
right,’ says Jamieson Brothers
Operations Director Iain Bar-
bour. ‘We got in touch with a
charity in Poland which sent a
lorry over to us and we filled it
with two different varieties of
seed potato – an early maturing
variety called Rocket which will
hopefully give a crop in ten to
twelve weeks and another called
Pentland Javelin.  There’s 15,000
potatoes per tonne and every
potato planted should yield ten.’ 
Iain says the decision to send
the potatoes was made by the
whole family - Mum and Dad
Robert and Margaret, brother
Stuart and sister Judith Nelson,
all of whom work in the firm. 
‘You know the old story that
if you give a man a fish, he can
eat for a day but teach him to
fish and he can feed himself
forever? We worked on the same
basis, by sending the seed pota-
toes rather than harvested ones.

Potatoes are a staple part of the
Ukrainian diet and they’re also
easy to cook, even if people
have nothing more than a fire
to cook them over.’
Sending any kind of foodstuff
abroad normally carries a whole
load of red tape and special li-
censing, but Iain says the Scot-
tish Government has been really
helpful.
‘They came in for a lot of stick
over the Pepsico thing, but for
us they really bent over back-
wards and got the paperwork
done in less than six hours.’
It’s understood Pepsico has
now put a halt to any future
shipments to Russia following
a backlash.
Iain is understandably reluctant
to give any details of exactly
where the potatoes are headed,
but says the lorry will definitely
go right into Ukraine to areas
where they can be of most 
benefit.

The Rocket potatoes take-off for Ukraine

C&D Auction Marts Limited
had forward 8,383 sheep com-
prising of 5,004 prime hoggs
and 3,379 cast ewes & rams at
their weekly sale at Longtown
on Thursday 31st March 2022.
A small offering of cattle were
forward, still meeting a competitive
trade. More numbers required on
a weekly basis. The sale topped
at 170p for a Hereford from Hew-
son Bros., Jerriestown, Blackford.
A similar show of 5,004 prime
hoggs were forward. A very mixed
show of hoggs forward, all classes
of well finished sheep were in
big demand and dearer on the
week. A lot of hoggs forward that
were lacking finish and would
have been better marketed on a
Tuesday here in the store ring.  
Beltex hoggs topped the price
per kilo at 462p from DS & RC
Taylor, Easter Ochtermuthill, Perth.
Light weight hoggs again in big
demand and short of purchaser
requirements and keenly sought
after for the coming weeks.
Commercial export hoggs short
of requirements regularly trading
at 280p-290p, more are required
on a weekly basis to satisfy an
ever growing demand at Long-
town.  
Top price per head of £200 for
heavy Texel hoggs from J Watson
& Co., Bowsden Moor, Berwick.
An overall sale average of

266.7ppk (SQQ 275.6pk) was
achieved.

PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER
KILO)
Beltex 462p, 420p Easter Ochter-
muthill, 404p Finnieness, 385p,
379p Easter Ochtermuthill, 366p
Claywalls, 365p Barrogill Mains.
Bleu du Maine 344p Lurgan.
Texel 318p Lingey Field, 314p
Forss, 312p Bowsden Moor &
Macherquhat, 307p Westernhope-
burn, 302p Lingey Field, 301p,
300p East Barr, 300p Cop-
perthorns.
Hill Cheviot 309p Lurgan, 300p
Kilnford Croft, 297p Lurgan, 294p
Cumcatch, 293p Halgary, 292p
Weeds, 290p Nutholm.  
Suffolk 303p High Cattadale, 293p
Nutholm, 285p High Cattadale,
283p Heathery Hall, 281p Rigfoot.   
Blackface 295p Weeds, 293p Bog-
head, 292p Kirkhouse, 286p Bog-
house, 286p, 285p Dykes, 285p
Boghead & Blakehopeburnhaugh.
Millennium Blue 290p, 288p Lur-
gan.
Mule 273p High Cattadale, 269p
Whinneyknowe, 266p Plumpe,
265p Maidencots & Newton Field.  
Charollais 269p Tinnishall.    
Herdwick 268p Orthwaite Hall,
262p Allfornaught.  
Swaledale 258p Nutholm.
PRINCIPAL PRICE (PER HEAD)
Texel £200 Bowsden Moor, £182

Whitstonehill, £178 Ashton, £175
Bowsden Moor & Macherquhat.
Suffolk £184 Whitstonehill, £162
Dockray Hall, £160 Broadlea Cot-
tage.      
Beltex £172 Claywalls, £172, £171
Easter Ochtermuthill, £166
Finnieness, £161 Townfoot, £160
Station Yard.
Hill Cheviot £166, £157 Marygate,
£136 Lawesknowe & Tushielaw,
£134 Becks & Kirkton.  
Lleyn £166, £156, £146 Coxhill.
North Country Cheviot £148 Big-
gin.
Mule £130 Westernhopeburn,
£129.50 Millriggs, £125 Finnieness
& Prestrie, £124, £123.50 Beech
Croft.
Charollais £129 Tinnishall.
Swaledale £129 Burn House.
Cheviot Mule £126 Tushielaw &
Westernhopeburn.
Millennium Blue £124, £121 Lur-
gan.
Bleu du Maine £124 Lurgan.
Blackface £123.50 Yett, £123.50,
£122.50 Upper Wellwood, £122.50
Blakehopeburnhaugh, £122 Upper
Wellwood & Station Yard.    
Herdwick £121 Allfornaught.
A similar show of 3,379 ewes
were forward, another ripper of a
trade with handy weight ewes be-
ing simply unbelievable with no
fewer than 21 pens of Blackie
ewes realising £120+ and topping
at an eye watering £142 for Black-

faces from T Holmes, Nutholm,
Lockerbie.
Heavy ewes were again a superb
trade with Texel ewes selling to a
top of £295 from Heatherglen,
with no fewer than 129 Texel
ewes breaching £200.  
Suffolk ewes to £238 from Beck-
foot, with countless pens of Suffolk
cross ewes selling between £175-
£185.     
Mule ewes sold to a top of £152
from RP & JA Brendon, Bidlake,
Devon.
Cheviot mules topping at £173
for a penful of hefty girls from
LL Macvie & Co., Langton Lees,
Duns.   
Rams topping at £228 from J Ben-
nett, Dian House, Wigton.
All quantities of ewes are required
for this week’s sale and more
ewes can be sold on a weekly
basis to vendor’s advantage. Please
do not hesitate to contact our auc-
tioneers, who will be pleased to
take your calls for further entries
or enquiries

HEAVY EWES
Texel £295 Heatherglen, £258
Crindledyke & Pewitt Hall, £250,
£248 Heatherglen, £242 Clyth
Mains.  
Suffolk £238 Beckfoot, £218
Nutholm, £206 Bowsden Moor,
£195 Viewley, £194 Heatherglen
& Forss.  

Charollais £200 Viewley, £182
Chaseside, £175 Viewley, £174
Spittal Ridding Hill.
Beltex £200 Eastside, £192 Ter-
crosset & Hillside.
Bluefaced Leicester £174
Finnieness, £170, £168 Kirkstead,
£168 Holme Head, £160 Cass-
ington.
Cheviot Mule £173 Langton Lees,
£163 Great House & Bengall.
Blue Texel £170 Nutholm, £154
High House.
Mule £152 Bidlake, £149 Eastside
& Broomlands, £148 Hallburn,
£146 Middle Shipley, Tinnis Hall
& Fala Hill, £143 Viewley, £142
Swallowdene.  
North Country Cheviot £150
Heatherglen, £149 Cannon Park
& Chaseside, £144 Beckfoot, £140
Forss.

LIGHT EWES
Blackface £142 Nutholm, £134
Viewley, £131 Mains of Collin,
£125 Eastside, £124 Mains of
Collin & Prestrie.   
Hill Cheviot £139 Crossdykes &
Prestrie, £128 Dykes, £127 Broom-
lands, £124 Tushielaw, £123
Crosscleugh & Tombuie, £122
Upper Hindhope.     
Jacob £132 The Laurels, £122
Nutholm.  
Lleyn £130, £129, £120 Coxhill.
Easycare £117 Great House.
Swaledale £115 Beuly, £109

Heatherglen, £103 Holme Head.    
Herdwick £104 Hallburn, £99
Wellington Farm, £92 Hallburn.

RAMS
Texel £228 Dian House, £215
Viewley, £205 Beckfoot, £200
Lintley, £199 Eastside, £192 View-
field, £190 The Laurels & Heather-
glen.  
Bluefaced Leicester £218 The
Ash, £192 Upper Hindhope, £180
Swinside Townfoot.
Cheviot £200, £152, £140 Cross-
dykes.
Charollais £199 Chaseside.
Suffolk £180 Viewley, £158
Heatherglen.  
Hampshire £180 Viewley.
North Country Cheviot £175 Clyth
Mains.
Blackface £140 Kirksteads, £132
Beauly.    

Averages:
Hoggs
Light to        310.0p (254.6p)
Standard to  462.0p (276.8p)
Medium to  420.0p (279.5p)
Heavy to      366.0p (253.4p)
Ewes
Light to     £142.00 (£90.26) 
Heavy to    £295.00 (£147.28)
Rams to    £228.00 (£131.78)

The Annan-based firm
Jamieson Brothers have sent
25 tonnes of seed potatoes to
Ukraine. The seed potato mer-
chants which has been run by
the same family since it was
established in 1895 say they

wanted to do their bit to help
people in dire need in the war-
torn country. They made the
move after hearing that Ab-
erdeen-based Pepsico were
sending 2,000 tonnes of seed
potatoes to Russia.

Shortage of farm workers will have a direct effect on prices



By Gilly Fraser

BT’s decision to pause the
big switchover of its national
phone network from analogue
to digital has been welcomed
by Newcastleton’s Resilience
Team. BT initially said ana-
logue technology was fast be-
coming obsolete and the
switchover, due to be com-
pleted by 2025, was, ‘a nec-
essary upgrade that would
bring long term benefits and
a service fit for the future.’
However the communications
giant was unprepared for the
backlash it received. Concerns
were raised by many rural com-
munities where people felt they
could be left in  a highly vul-
nerable position. Over the Win-
ter months there had been three
power outages in Newcastleton
alone, during which villagers
– many of them elderly - lost
all methods of communication
apart from the analogue phone
system. 
BT has now acknowledged
that the huge disruption caused
by Storms Arwen and Eunice
brought the problem into sharp

focus. They say they have lis-
tened to customers’ concerns
and are now working with en-
ergy providers on faster power
restoration and ways to provide
better back-up solutions.
Newcastleton Resilience
Team Leader Pauline Elliot
says that’s welcome news, even
though it doesn’t resolve all of
the problems. 
‘It's very encouraging to hear
that BT has paused the analogue

switch-off and listened to the
concerns raised by rural com-
munities. Some of the suggested
resolves probably won't be a
fix given the unreliability of
our mobile network in the event
of power outages.’
Pauline, who was recently
presented with a British Empire
Medal in recognition of her
work with the Resilience Team,
says there needs to be greater
communication between BT
and its more vulnerable cus-
tomers. 
‘I hope that, as a community
we can work with BT in the
future and that through open
dialogue, they get a better un-
derstanding of the challenges
and how they can be best man-
aged in the future.’
BT say they aim to restart
the switchover once they have
key solutions in place to provide
customers with more resilient
connectivity. These include hy-
brid phones with in-built, long-
lasting batteries that can switch
to a mobile network, and pro-
viding in-home ‘mobile land-
lines’ for people without 
broadband.

Digital switch-over
put on hold

Pauline Elliot, Newcastleton Resilience
Team Leader welcomes the news
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JOIN OUR TEAM
STEER YOUR CAREER IN A NEW DIRECTION

We are looking for experienced and trainee bus 
drivers to join our growing team. 

If you fancy a new career and would like to become a trainee bus 
driver, we offer training up to the value of £2000* combined with 
helpful assistance to guide you through the process. Roles are 
available in our Galashiels, St Boswells and Berwick-upon-Tweed 
depots. *T&C’s apply

Contact:
info@bordersbuses.co.uk
call us on 01896 754350 
or scan the QR code 
to visit our careers site.

BT pays heed to rural concerns

Police station wins
‘Best Old Wreck’

From empty wreck to award-
winning housing development
– that’s the amazing leap made
by Langholm’s former police
station. 
The building had lain empty
and disused for approximately
fifteen years before being con-
verted into four affordable homes
for rent, all of which are now
occupied by residents with a
local connection to Langholm.
The restoration was a joint en-
deavour between the Eskdale
Foundation and south of Scotland
Community Housing, under the
guidance of John Gilbert Archi-
tects. They returned the high-
profile town centre property to
its former glory, including the
reinstatement of unique features,
not least being the conversion
of a former cell into a bathroom.
Now thanks to their hard work
and imagination, the building
has won the ‘Best Old Wreck’
category at the Scottish Empty
Homes Awards. The organisation
is funded by the Scottish Gov-
ernment and hosted by Shelter
Scotland and works to encourage
approximately 43,000 long-term
empty homes in Scotland back
into use.

The project was also shortlisted
in the Housing and Regeneration
category of this year’s SURF
Awards (for regeneration pro-
jects) and was a winner at Scot-
land’s Towns Partnership’s ‘Let’s
Live Local’ awards in the Town
Centre Living category.
Shaheena Din, National Project
Manager for the Scottish Empty
Homes Partnership, said, “I am
delighted for all those involved
in the fantastic transformation
of the Langholm police station
and congratulate them on their
win. SOSCH and The Eskdale
Foundation have shown an in-
credible effort to boost commu-
nity housing through their work

in bringing an ‘old wreck’ back
into use”.
Mike Staples, Chief Executive
at South of Scotland Community
Housing said, “It’s great to see
the Empty Homes Partnership
recognise with this award the
role that community-led housing
and community ownership can
play in bringing empty homes
and vacant buildings back into
use.  The Old Police Station has
provided much needed affordable
homes for Langholm, whilst
restoring an important local build-
ing that had been empty for
many years.  SOSCH are de-
lighted to have played a role in
making this happen”.

Former eyesore lay empty for 15 years



"Some government and
business leaders are say-
ing one thing - but doing
another. Simply put, they
are lying. And the results
will be catastrophic." 

Those were the words spo-
ken by the UN Secretary
General, Antonio Guterres,
after the most recent IPCC
report reiterated that we
only have a few years left
to prevent climate change
becoming irreversible. The
COP26 gathering in 
Glasgow last November
saw nations pledge to re-
duce their emissions, but
scientists calculated that
even if all their targets were
to be reached, there would
still be a 3.2-degree Celsius
warming by the end of the
century. The warming limit
which scientists estimate
would have the most man-
ageable impact, is 1.5-de-
grees Celsius. In other
words, COP26 failed to fix
the issue. 
However outside on the

streets of Glasgow something
else was happening. On  Fri-
day the 5th of November
40,000 young people
marched through the city cen-
tre, and the following day,
over 120,000 people. I was
a part of both these events. 
The first climate protest I

attended was back in
September 2019, in a pre-
pandemic world. I was frus-
trated with inaction from both
the UK and Scottish Gov-
ernments, and honestly ter-
rified that the future I was
preparing for would be un-
liveable for my generation
and the next. 
With my friend from school,

we marched to the Scottish
Parliament in Edinburgh with
20,000 other young people.
In November, I helped or-
ganise a small climate strike
outside the Town Hall in
Langholm. Just a few months
later, life moved online and
COP26 was postponed until
2021. 
During this time, I became

involved with the organisation
co-ordinating the youth cli-
mate strikes, Fridays For Fu-
ture. This led to two years of
long zoom calls and long
email threads, and involve-
ment in organising events
around and during COP26
including the youth march

on the 5th of November. 
Our time in Glasgow for the

COP was intense and stress-
ful, and in some respects,
felt like it had all been for
nothing. The thousands of
people we had rallied togeth-
er though, served as a re-
minder that what we were
trying to do was not pointless,
and that uniting people to
demand real change from
world leaders was not point-
less. 
So just a couple of weeks

ago, on the 25th of March, I

found myself holding a mega-
phone, marching along the
Royal Mile in Edinburgh with
over a thousand young peo-
ple behind me and the rest
of the organising team beside
me. I had travelled down
from Aberdeen where I’m
studying and since it was the
first climate strike since
COP26, it felt like a second
beginning. Just because the
COP had failed, didn’t mean
we are all doomed. 
As the IPCC stated, there

is still time to turn the situation
around, but that will require
dedication from governments
and businesses. It will require
the public to understand the
enormity of the crisis we face,
and to come together to tack-
le it head on. If COP26 taught
us anything, it’s that while
the rich and powerful avoid
taking the necessary action
to save millions of lives, thou-
sands of people are standing
together to protest that. The
real change that comes from
these big meetings starts out-
side them. With us. 
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We only have a few years left to save the planet

The world in our hands
Cerys Gough, leading local voice in the climate debate, spells it out for us

Part of the demonstration that took place in Edinburgh on March 25

Hugh MacDiarmid
and the Big Picture

Welcome to Langholm exhibition brings poet into focus
The walls of Welcome to
Langholm provide perfect exhi-
bition space for a number of im-
pressively large and colourful
paintings all featuring the theme
of Hugh MacDiarmid. They are
the works of contemporary Scot-
tish landscape artist Ruth Nicol
and Dunfermline born Alexander
(Sandy) Moffat, who is perhaps
best known as one of the Scottish
Realists. They share their gallery
space with the evocative poems
of Alan Riach, Professor of Scot-
tish Literature at the University
of Glasgow.
It's two hundred years since Hugh

MacDiarmid’s work first appeared
in print, so an apt moment for the
town of his birth to stage this exhi-
bition. It’s being held in support of
the Tarras Valley Nature Reserve
buyout, with a percentage from
sales going to the fund. That also
seems particularly apt given his
great love of nature. Even later in
life he wrote fondly of ‘the honey
scented heather hills’ and the forests
and moors he had played in as a

youngster. 
Hugh MacDiarmid has always

been something of a marmite poet
with fierce supporters and equally
outspoken critics. Many still regard
him as the country’s greatest poet
since Robert Burns. Others dis-
missed him as ‘boringly opinionated,
and full of muddled, self-admiring
chat.’ Edwin Morgan described him
as ‘an eccentric but often madden-
ing genius,’but said his works go
on haunting the mind and memory.
Scholar Douglas Young called him
‘an indomitable, irreconcilable, un-
predictable, paradoxical, and un-
puffable genius’.
You can visit the exhibition at

Welcome to Langholm until the end
of the month and decide for your-
selves.

Sandy Moffat, artist (l) and Prof Alan RIach with works by Moffat and Ruth Nicol

The exhibition runs in
Welcome to Langholm
Market Place Langholm

10.30am -1.00pm
Monday to Saturday

Ronald Walks for Shaun
Wildlife Ranger Manager
Ronald Rose is setting out
to walk over 460 miles later
this month to honour the
memory of a valued friend
and colleague who took
his own life.
He has chosen a starting

point on the Solway Firth
where his friend Shaun loved
to go wildfowling. Over the
course of the next 28 days,
he says he will travel through
just about every type of land-
scape Scotland has to offer.
His trek will take him along
some much-loved paths such
as Annandale Way, Southern
Upland Way, John Buchan
Way, the West Highland Way
before finishing at Cape
Wrath Lighthouse which is
Scotland’s most north-west-
erly point. 
This is the Year of the

Gamekeeper and Ronald
says he wants people to un-
derstand more about the very
solitary way of life people
can lead in such rural occu-
pations.
‘In memory of Shaun I am

intending to raise awareness
that there is a wide range of
assistance out there which
can provide support for stalk-
ers, ghillies and keepers who
are lone workers within our
rural areas.’ 
The Gamekeepers Welfare

Trust supports people living
and working in the country-
side, especially at times of
concern for their wellbeing.
It has a free counselling ser-
vice, a free confidential
helpline and offers spe-
cialised training courses.
Helen MJ Benson, Chief

Executive Officer with the

GWT says, ‘We’re delighted
Ronald has chosen to sup-
port us in our Year of the
Gamekeeper. This is a key
year for us and Ronald’s ef-
forts, like others that have
already taken place, will go
towards our fundraising tar-
get’. 
The GWT are inviting ev-

eryone in a gamekeeping
profession and across the
community to join in cele-
brating the 30th anniversary
by finding ways to raise both
spirits and funds, ensuring
the GWT can continue pro-
viding free assistance to
men, women and children
in our community. 

Ronald’s progress can be
followed on www.face-
book.com/A-Walk-with-
Shaun

Ronald Rose will walk 460 miles over 28 days in memory of his friend and colleague Shaun Ryde

Langholm’s Cerys Gough
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Out like
a lamb

By Gilly Fraser
As the old saying goes, if March
comes in like a lion, it will go
out like a lamb. Which does at
least mean there’s something
to look forward to when the
month kicks off with an arctic
blast. This year it’s been the
other way round in this part of
the world, with March getting
off to a relatively mild and
peaceful start for most. Lots of
dry days followed with spells
of  sunshine warm enough to
make us think Spring really
had arrived. 
However, as the last day of
March dawned, Newcastleton
woke to a white world, with
the first real snowfall of the
year. Temperatures had dropped
substantially and along with
bitingly cold winds, the Met
Office issued a yellow weather
warning of ice. The day proved
to be a mixture of sunny spells
and sleety showers. The month
was clearly determined to stick
to tradition by going out like a
lion. 
Some scholars believe the ori-
gins of the saying lie with the
stars rather than the weather,
referring to the positions of the
constellations Leo the Lion and
Aries the Ram at either end of
the month. It has certainly been
around for a very long time –
apparently first recorded in a
compendium of ‘Wise sentences
and witty sayings’ compiled in
1732.  
____________________

Copshaw
SWI 
At their March meeting, 
Newcastleton SWI had a craft
demonstration by Patricia
Green.
Patricia showed us how to

decorate bottles and jars. She
had already painted some bottles
with acrylic paint and showed
us how to make these really
attractive, using paper napkins.
She also decorated an un-

painted bottle with jute, lace
and paper flowers. The final
effective touch was to inset
some tiny lights.
Some of us had a go at the

techniques we had just learnt
and, although we may not have
created masterpieces, these were
added to the raffle.
Patricia judged the competi-

tion and the result were:-
3 rock buns 1) Sandy 2)Alison
3)Rosie 
Fridge magnet 1)Rita 2)Jackie
3)Sandy
Members were told that the

federation Spring Rally would
be on 16th May at Newtown
St Boswells.

New site full of promise
for Creation Mill

Langholm’s textile venture in final stages of fundraising their move
A final push is underway by
Langholm’s new Creation Mill
to raise money to fund its new
home. The Community Inter-
est Company is taking over
where Langholm Initiative’s
Textile Eskdale project left off
and is already running sell-
out workshops on a series of
textile-related subjects. It’s
also looking to improve em-
ployability prospects for young
people with special school-
based courses.
The company has been co-

founded by Emma and Leanne
Duncan, who own the online
shop, Rose’s Wardrobe, and Ju-
dith Johnson, who recently re-
tired from the Langholm Initia-
tive. It’s currently based inside
the Drove Weavers factory but
has identified space for its pur-
poses in Buccleuch Mill and
hopes to raise the rent through
crowdfunding.  Emma says it’s
currently a blank canvas ware-
house but would be perfect for
their vision. 
‘We have plans to divide the

space up into pod style units.
One will be a workshop space
where we can hold training and
workshops, then there will be a
scrap store and tools library
with donated textiles that people
can use for craft projects. The
tools library will have things
like sewing machines and over-
lockers as well as more expen-

sive textile mill equipment that
people can rent to do specific
projects.’

Crowdfund
‘We decided to crowdfund be-

cause Creation Mill is a com-
munity interest company, so we
thought it would be good to get
the community on board with
the project. We originally set a

higher limit of ten thousand
pounds but we ended up getting
funding for our website so we
were able to reduce the target.’ 
Emma says people can come

along and see the space in Buc-
cleuch Mill for themselves.
‘We have a ‘Meet the Space

and Scrapstore’ organised for
April 12. People will have to
use their imaginations, but we’ll

have rough plans and we’ll chalk
out areas on the floor to show
what we can use the space for.

Incentives
With a deadline set for April

14, the fund is currently two
thousand pounds short of its
four thousand, five hundred
pounds target. There are incen-
tives available for those who

donate, such as a promise of a
£25 reward to go towards the
cost of a workshop for anyone
pledging £50. However, if the
target isn’t reached, money al-
ready pledged will have to be
refunded. 

More details can be found on 
Creation Mill’s Facebook page
and their website. 

Leanne and Emma Duncan are the masterminds behind Creation Mill

By Gilly Fraser

Award-winning Newcastleton mu-
sician Connor Mitchell has achieved
a childhood dream by winning a
place at a prestigious music college.
Following in the footsteps of notable
Scottish performers such as Lewis
Capaldi and Fourth Daughter, he
will study at the Edinburgh Acade-
my of Music and Sound. 
18 year old Connor first began play-

ing when he was still at Primary
School and the love of music born
then, has never left him.  
‘I started learning the Cornet in 

Primary 5,’ he says, ‘then went on to
the Tenor Horn and I picked up Guitar
when I was in High School. I can
play some percussion as well.’
Connor has played with the

Langholm Town Band and as a mem-

ber of the Scottish Borders Youth
Brass Band has won the Scottish
Championships three times. He says
the bands have given him some of
his happiest memories – especially
when he went to Belgium with the
Scottish Borders Youth Brass Band
for the Eurpean Championships. 

Perfect fit
Now he wants to progress still

further with the ambition of making
a career in music. The Academy spe-
cialises in music performance and
production education, preparing its
students for the modern music industry
and with recognised music qualifica-
tions. So it seemed the perfect fit.
‘I decided I wanted to go to the

Academy because I wanted to do a
course where I could play in a band
and this seemed like the best place

for me. The first year of the course is
an HNC, and then goes onto an HND.
It involves playing in bands and doing
gigs at the end of each term. There’s
also theory work and composing work
in the studio.’
Connor’s own musical heroes form

an interesting list. 
‘My favourite bands are Iron Maid-

en, Avenged Sevenfold, Metallica,
Linken Park and Sabaton. My
favourite guitarists are Marty Fried-
man, Synster Gates and James Het-
field.’
Connor has exciting ambitions for

the future, but he knows he’s going
into a tough and highly competitive
industry, so he’s realistic too.
‘In ten years time I would hope to

be in a famous metal band,’ he says.
‘Otherwise I’d like to be working in
sound production or composing.’

Edinburgh Academy for Connor

Copshaw’s Connor Mitchell, following his dream

NEWS
IN BRIEF

It is hoped that the CrowdFunding will allow a move to Buccleuch Mill
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If you have compiled a quiz - or a crossword - you would like to send in to the E&L, 
we would be delighted to publish it.

You can either pop it through the door, (54 High Street, Langholm)
hand it in to the office or email it to 

sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

BEPUZZLED

LOCAL NOTICEBOARD

LOCAL 
NOTICEBOARD
Advertise on the
NOTICEBOARD

this size
5cm x 1col
only

£15 inc VAT

LOCAL NOTICEBOARD
Advertise on the
NOTICEBOARD
this size 5cm x 2col 

only

£20 inc VAT
Contact: sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

Please send your events for this FREE  listing below, to sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

WHAT’S ON IN ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE 

APRIL
Sat 9th Ceilidh and Raffle for Marie Curie 7.30pm Langholm Social Club

Tues 12th Free Tennis Camp age 5 to 9 years 10am to 12
Age 10+ years 12 noon to 2pm. Canonbie Tennis Courts

Fri 15th Dominic Kirwan
Through the Eyes of an Irishman Tour The Buccleuch Centre, 7.30pm

Sat 16th
Pre-school children Easter fun 10-12 Canonbie Community Cafe

Easter Pop Up - Flowers by Kathryn 9-12 The Wee Workshop

Sun 17th Langholm Horseracing Association 
Race Meeting 2pm Castleholm

Fri 22nd The Music of John Denver The Buccleuch Centre, 7.30pm

Sun 24th Langholm Accordian & Fiddle Club 
and guests Langholm Social Club 2-5pm

Fri 29th The Springsteen Sessions The Buccleuch Centre, 7.30pm

Sun 30th Liddesdale Ladies Amenities Group
(LLAGs) Coffee Morning Newcastleton Village Hall

MAY
Sun 1st Mary Duff in Concert The Buccleuch Centre, 7.30pm

Sat 7th Langholm Love Local Producers Market Market Place

Sat 14th AGM 7pm & Talk by Adam Armstrong
about the Border Reivers 7.30pm ESMP Hall, Eskdalemuir

Sat 28th Matinée:  A Right Royal Knees-up The Buccleuch Centre, 2.30pm

If you have compiled a quiz - 
or a crossword - 

you would like to send in to the E&L, 
we would be delighted to publish it.

You can either pop it through the door,
(54 High Street, Langholm)

hand it in to the office or email it to 
sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

ANSWERS on Page 14...no cheating!!

 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13 14

15

16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25

Across
   7       Broad-brimmed straw hat (8)
   8       Tiered shelves (4)
   9       Forced high notes (8)
 10       Helps (4)
 11       Midday nap (6)
 14       Polar top layer (3,3)
 15       Chatter (3)
 16       Third sign of the zodiac (6)
 18       Flexible pipework (6)
 20       Scheme (4)
 21       Kind of soup (8)
 24       Autocratic ruler (4)
 25       Exceptionally tense (8)

Down
   1       Roster (4)
   2       Mistreats (6)
   3       Baby's bottle feature (4)
   4       Driver (8)
   5       Lubricant (6)
   6       Polluted precipitation (4,4)
 12       Put on a pedestal (8)
 13       Excited (8)
 17       Discount (6)
 19       Explosions (6)
 22       Secret look (4)
 23       Way out (4)

The E&L CROSSWORD...No.6

Canonbie & District 
Community Council 

MONTHLY
MEETING
Thursday 14th April 2022 

at 7pm

In Gilnockie Hall
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Times Past 
50 years: Langholm Youth Club AGM
The Annual General Meeting of Langholm Youth Centre was
held in the Youth Centre on Charles Street on the evening of
Tuesday 28th March when the financial statement was submitted
and a report on the club’s activities given. On opening the meet-
ing, the chairman Rev. Tom Calvert said it was heartening to see
such a good attendance present and he also welcomed Mrs Anne
Hughes, Area Youth Leader and said he was very pleased she
had been able to attend as she took such a keen interest in the
running of the Club. The minutes of the last AGM were then
read by the Secretary Mr John Scott and were duly approved by
those present. The secretary in his report said that fourteen of
their members were going to Aviemore this year and they were
hiring their own bus. He also reported that if nay club members
wished to go to the Olympic Games this summer then this could
be arranged – price included seven tickets to the games and a
three week stay in Germany for £58.

25 years: Newcastleton pupils make it four in
a row

Newcastleton Primary School left the Hawick Primary Schools
Badminton Championships in triumph on Saturday, having won
the event for the fourth year in a row. Five of the quarter- final-
ists and all of the semi-finalists in the girls singles competition
came from Newcastleton, as well as both pairs in the doubles
final, making their overall win a foregone conclusion. The New-
castleton boys didn’t have things quite so much their own way,
losing both finals to Wilton Primary despite playing a close-
fought game. The results of the competitions were: Girls Singles
winner Louise Gilchrist, runner up Dawn Scott, Girls Doubles
winners Louise Gilchrist and Dawn Scott, runners up Gillian
Nicol and Ruth Oliver (all Newcastleton) Boys Singles winner,
David Atkins and Iain Manson (Wilton), runners up Brad
Rutherford and Gordon Elliot (Newcastleton) 

The bonnie Benty taken many years ago, courtesy of Langholm Archives

The Waverley Mills

1866 In this year James Scott, a general merchant from Clay-
gate, and his sons John and Alex began building the rst phase 
of the four-storey Waverley Mills on a site near Langholm Sta-
tion. The original mill was erected for around £3,600 and, 
when complete, a grand ball attended by four hundred “fair 
women and brave men” was held in the third at of the new 
building. Both sons built lavish houses in the town to re ect 
their prosperity.  Alex Scott built Erkinholm, which he and his 
family rst occupied in October 1886, while John Scott re-
fashioned the existing Ashley Bank House. In 1939 Alex and 
Sutton Scott (grandsons of Alex Scott) were made partners in 
the business.  Alex Scott retired in 1973 and two years later, in 
May 1975, James Scott and Sons sadly closed its doors. Other 

members of this family have also played key roles in the devel-
opment of the local textile industry. In 1878 William Scott (a 
brother of Alex and John) built Criterion Mill with his partner, 
Henry Erskine. This mill was a much smaller establishment 
than the mighty Waverley, consisting of a small four-roof shed, 
20hp engine and 12 power looms, with the rest of the space 
being taken up with handlooms. The business was taken over 
by Arthur Bell in 1888, who renamed it Buccleuch Mills.  Sev-
en years later, in 1895, James (Jams) Scott, John Scott’s eldest 

son, built Kilncleuch (or the Bottom) Mill on Holmfoot Park.  In 
1919 the business was bought by Robert G. Neill and his son 
John from Earlston and remained in that family’s hands until it 
was sold to the Illingworth Morris Group in 1965. Sadly R. G. 
Neill closed down in May 1998. Later the ground was bought 
by The Lothian, Borders and Angus Co-operative Society which 
opened a supermarket on the site in November 2000.     

The Edinburgh Woollen Mill Ltd was formed in 1970 by Da-
vid Stevenson and his wife Alix, after they were approached 
by the organisers to produce a commemorative tartan for that 
year’s Commonwealth Games. In 1975 EWM took over the 
empty Waverley Mills, which became its headquarters. The 
company’s rst shop was opened in Randolph Place in Edin-
burgh and by 2002 it owned 280 shops nationwide under its 
own name.  In that year the company was sold to Philip Day 
for £85m. In the summer of 2018 EWM relocated to Carlisle, 
leaving a great trail of anger and bitterness in its wake.

The Scott family

David Stevenson MD of EWM with John Murray (team manager), John Hynd (super 
heavyweight) & Charlie Murray (Light weight).Commonwealth Games competitors

Billy Rae, Sandy Gill and Colin Barnfather cycling from Langholm Fire 
Station to Annan Fire Station to raise money for Benevolent Fund in 1983 Year unknown but lookng at the cars it’s late 80’s or early 90’s
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The Speaker at the Langholm Rotary
Club last Thursday was Ben Margetts,
Chief Executive from the organisation;
On Call Africa 
It was founded by local woman, Dr Kirsty

Tolmie, daughter of Lorraine Leuscher from
Glendinning, Westerkirk. Together with a
group of doctors and international develop-
ment experts, they all have a shared desire
to improve access to healthcare and health
outcomes within rural communities. Zambia
was chosen due to its low ratio of doctors to
people with one doctor to 16,000 people, the
majority located in urban areas. Following
a consultation with the Ministry of Health,
the Southern Province was selected as the
starting point. Sparsely populated rural com-
munities are characterised by poor transport
links, poor access to water and sanitation,
high levels of poverty and low levels of
health literacy. In collaboration with Water
Aid, they have now expanded their reach
into Western Province. 
The Rotary gave financial support to the

organisation to enable them to purchase a
land cruiser ambulance which has been
transformational in reaching the most re-
mote places.  
Ben’s presentation included an update on

how they adapted during Covid-19. 

“In March 2020 we paused the direct de-
livery of our services, due to the risk of
spreading the virus to vulnerable groups as
we moved from urban to rural areas. We
went down to two members of staff, two
drivers and no volunteers,” he said. 
Working with the Ministry of Health, they

helped to develop national guidelines to
contain the spread of Covid. They re-
sponded by providing resources, logistics
and technical support to the Provincial
Health Office. They saw patients in high
need hospitals and trained 40 medical stu-
dents who were not being supported, leading
to a 30% increase in confidence. They un-
dertook national strategic planning and de-
velopment of new programmes and they
established strong relationships with Min-
istry of Health and key partners. At its peak,
Ben said cases were high but deaths were
low. This could be due to a number of 
factors; huge rural areas, age profile and 
immunity. ,
Over the last three years, WaterAid have

been working with the Ministry of Health to
establish minimum standards for water, san-
itation, hygiene, waste management and ac-
cessibility. They are now working in
partnership with WaterAid to implement
these standards in twenty-seven facilities in

Western Province over the next three years,
and to build evidence of impact.
In 2020, On Call Africa celebrated their

10th anniversary. During this time, over
60,000 people have directly benefited from
patient consultations, health promotion and
the training of Community Health Workers
to work within the health system, and that’s
something they are really proud of. Rapid
expansion also took place, with the number
of communities being helped, doubling

from nine to eighteen. As they move for-
ward, they are placing greater emphasis on
sustainability of impact, collaboration, tak-
ing a holistic approach to tackling underly-
ing causes of poor health and strengthening
the health system.
Ben expressed appreciation towards the

Rotary for their kind contribution and said
the Land Cruiser Ambulances are amazing. 
A vote of thanks was given by Secretary

Peter Forsyth. 

George Street basking in glorious sunshine by photographer Graham Cutts 
Camera: Canon 5D MK3 

The E&L Gallery

Langholm Rotary Club



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES
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ROOFING SERVICES

McCulloch
 Roo�ng Family Business Since 1979

28 Bank Street
Galashiels TD1 1EN

for a free quote or advice
Phone:01896 888664

web: mccullochroofing.co.uk

ALL ROOFING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Sla�ng ▪ Tiling ▪ Flat Roofs 
UPVC Windows and Doors 
UPVC Facias and Gu�ering

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows

PUBLIC NOTICES

ELECTRICIANS

aaowSe rabawlwoeSn sa lelolababSwweenneRe oW
celEfo
psallA

gnitsTefo
stcepsallA

316410
xenarofeciffogniR

gnithgiL
DELrko

lacirtc
stcep

gniriweR

303733
noecivrestnellecx

ednategdgubno,emitinO
316410

t d lanoissefeoropylyemeretxte
303733

x r l r f

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   
Owned by the Community : 

Published for the Community

BLINDS

TO LET

Online subscriptions to the

are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read

anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT!  

LANGHOLM 
TOWN HALL 

(inside)
WEDNESDAYS 10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS 9am - 2pm
Access through rear door

ROYAL BANK MOBILE VAN
Day Centre car park

Thursdays
11:45am - 12:25pm

MOBILE SERVICES

Solution to Crossword No 6
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LECTRIC

EEDKST

OPTICIAN

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
Gillian McCartney,Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN
Tel: 013873 81066 | email: gillian@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM

Thomas Hope Lodge, Market Place1
Bank of Scotland doorway, High Street2
The rear of building that houses New 3
Town Convenience Store on Thomas Telford
Road
Window detail on Henry Street4
Langholm Parish Church5
Detail on doorway of the old Post Office,6
Market Place

Architectural Anomalies
E&L 31/03/22 Page 9



Showjumping
By Gilly Fraser

Newcastleton showjumper
Jackie Hartley and her horse
Monagor Tilly are top of the
league – officially! Jackie and
Tilly only became members
of British Showjumping in
November, but their consistent
wins and high placings took
them swiftly to the top of the
Bronze League in Scotland.
Any fears it might have been
a flash in the pan disappeared
as the pair not only held onto
their lead over the following
weeks, but steadily increased
the gap between themselves
and second-placed Alistair
Gray. However sixteen year
old Jackie says she never let

herself become too confident.
‘I couldn’t believe it was ac-
tually going to happen until it
did. We were being chased so
hard by Alistair and it was math-
ematically possible for him to
beat us right up until the end.
Getting there was such a relief
as well as a wonderful feeling.’
Jackie and her Dad Steve have
notched up a lot of miles trav-
elling to affiliated competitions
in the south of Scotland and
north of England. She says the
various venues all held their
own challenges. 
‘The Scottish National Eques-
trian Centre (SNEC) is tough
due to the sheer size of the

classes – they can have fifty
plus riders – but the most diffi-
cult course was at Muirmill. I
won there despite getting four
faults, and not a single combi-
nation went clear.’
The League’s new season be-
gan on April 1 and Jackie needs
to be in the top fifteen with
Tilly when it finishes at the end
of June to be in with a chance
of qualifying for the Horse of
the Year Show. However Jackie
says her seven year old 15.2
Connemara’s needs come first,
so Tilly will be having a well-
deserved rest before the pair
get back into the competition
arena.
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Consistent wins put
Jackie and Tilly on top

Hounds
Cardurnock hosted the only meet-
ing this week with the weather a
bit cold for spectators but the
hounds enjoyed the cooler  
conditions on Trophy Day. 
Eight hounds set off in the Senior

Trail and all were reported to be going
well at half way. Explore was leading
a bunch of four hounds as they came
into view on the finish but when they
dropped off the moss, he had fallen
back to fourth. 
With Fire Lass, Border Prosper and

Delta Scope all in a line as the han-
dlers started to call them home, Border
Prosper and Fire Lass fought all the
way down the finish and it was hard
to separate them. Fire Lass just pulled
in front on the last stride to win by
about a head much to the delight of
the Telford family. Delta Scope stayed
on strongly for third with Explore
taking fourth. Border Pride and Delta
Supreme took fifth and sixth tickets. 
Next to slip were six Senior Maidens

and at half way four hounds again
were clear with Matilda and Castle

Clansman taking turns to do the hard
work at the front. When they came
into view the order had changed and
it was hard to separate Delta Style
and Castle Clansman leading, with
Matilda hot on their heels. Delta Style
pulled away from Clansman as he
slowed and Matilda took up the chase
but could not catch Delta Style who
strode home to win her first race of
the season. Matilda was second and
Castle Clansman third. Delta Spiral
was fourth with kennelmates Frankel
and Sea the Stars taking fifth and
sixth place. 
The final race of the day was the

Pups with seven runners. All set off
well on to the moss and were not
seen again until they appeared near
the finish. Black Thorn was leading
as they came down into the final field
but Tallulah and Border Reign were
soon past him and it looked as though
these two were going to take the
honours. Inspect had other ideas and
showed a fine pair of heels as he
surged past leaving them in his wake.
A very impressive turn of pace left
the spectators talking as he flew home
to win.

RESULTS
Cardurnock 

Sunday 3rd April

Seniors
1 Fire Lass 2. Border Prosper 3.
Delta Scope 4. Explore 5. Border
Pride 6. Delta Supreme  8 ran time

23.11
Senior Maidens
1.Delta Style 2. Matilda 3. Caste
Clansman 4. Delta Spiral 5. Frankel
6. Sea the Stars  6 ran 23.38

Pups
1.Inspect 2. Tallulah 3. Border Reign
4. Black Thorn 5. Delta Swift 6. Fire

National cycling
event for D&G

Cycling
This is set to be a big year for
world-class cycling events in
the south of Scotland as it pre-
pares to play host to three 
major competitions this Sum-
mer. The 2022 British National
Road Championships will be
held over three days in Dumfries
and Galloway, bringing the
event back to Scotland for the
first time since 2013. Day one
on June 23 will see time-trials
beginning and ending on the
Crichton Estate in Dumfries.
Circuit races take place the fol-
lowing day on a 1km course
round Kirkcudbright, and the
action moves to Castle Douglas
on the final day for road races.
Dumfries and Galloway is no
stranger to pedal-power, having
hosted rounds of both the Tour
of Britain and Tour Series, but
this will be the first time the 

national championships have been
held in the region. It’s only the
second time in the event’s history
that the three elements have been
brought together in this way.
Meanwhile, cycling fans in the
Borders can also look forward to
seeing world-class competitors
in pedal-spinning action.
Galashiels has been named as the
venue for round 2 of the Tour
Series, which will be held on
Wednesday May 4. It will be the
first time the event – described
by the organisers as ‘fun, free
and family-friendly’ - has come
to the region. 
Then in September, all the spec-
tacle and excitement of the Tour
of Britain arrives in the Borders
for the ninth time. Last year one
stage start took place in Hawick
and in 2019 one stage started and
finished in Kelso. This year Stage
2 will take place entirely within
the Borders. 

l to r Mandy, Megan and Georgia Telford with Fire Lass. Jake Kelton with Delta Style. Janie
& Emmie with Inspect

Jackie Hartley flies high on Monagor Tilly
Alan Clapperton Photography

The British National Road Championship previously passed through Hawick 
Photo by SWPix

First 
season
awards
Football
Three Newcastleton foot-
ballers have picked up awards
while playing their first sea-
son with the AFC Carlisle
Sunday Team. Jake Mitchin-
son, Aaron Smith and James
Brown, who are also mem-
bers of Hearts of Liddesdale,
joined the Club at the begin-
ning of September in time
for the first game of the sea-
son, along with fellow Cop-
shaw players Ryan and Dylan
Irving and Tobias Little. Since
then they have clearly im-
pressed their team-mates, club
supporters, and team Manager
Jonny Mason. 
He gave the award for Best
Effort to Aaron Smith, who
plays as a striker and regularly
sends the ball into the net.
James Brown, who was
named as Man of The Match
in a recent game, was chosen
as Most Improved Player of
the season – and Jake
Mitchinson who plays in cen-
tral midfield picked up both
the Manager’s Award and the
Players’ Award. Jake, who is
a Director with family horti-
cultural supplies company Dr
Grow, says he’s really happy
to have won the awards and
hadn’t expected to get either
of them.

‘To be chosen for Players’
Player means a lot as it means
your teammates have voted
for you and rate you as a
player,’ Jake says. ‘And when
your Manager chooses you
it shows that they have also
rated your performances
through the season and trusted
you as a player to play well
each week.’

SPORT
IN BRIEF

Jake Mitchinson

Inspect shows a fine pair of heels
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Rugby
By Kenneth Pool

Langhom 78 Inverleith 12
There can’t be many rugby
matches where a father and
son not only play on the pitch
together but also both score.
That’s exactly what happened
in the match between
Langholm and Inverleith when
rugby finally returned to Mil-
ntown after five months and
one week with no home match-
es. All credit to the visitors for
travelling down from 
Edinburgh with less than a full
squad. Their numbers were
bolstered by a number of
Langholm and Annan players.

Langholm started well and
their first try came from Eddie
Turner after three minutes.
Nathan Smith converted.
Langholm continued to put pres-
sure on the visitors and a strong
solo run by Lewis Miller saw
him go over between the posts.

Smith again kicked the conver-
sion. So with 12 minutes played
Langholm were 14 nil ahead. 

However it wasn't all one way
traffic and Inverleith began to
put some moves together which
resulted in an unconverted try.
This galvanised the home side
into action and a great run by
Calum Henderson saw him go
over the line for a try. One again
it was Smith who made sure of
the conversion. 

Langholm were now control-
ling the play and had a lot of
the ball. Ben Jardine made an

excellent break and passed it to
Smith who was clear for a try,
but the ref judged the pass had
been forward. Miller went over
for the bonus point try with 32
minutes played. At half time
the score was Langholm 26  
Inverleith 5.

Langholm started the second
half in control and after just two
minutes, Ben Jardine scored on
his home debut. Smith converted.
Langholm were now running the
show and Jonathan Wilkes scored
another good solo try. Langholm
rang some changes and Stevie

Jardine came on to join his son
Ben on the pitch. Before long,
Jardine senior got on the score
sheet when he made a great break
to go over for a try. 

Inverleith were still not giving
up and barged over the Langholm
line for a try which was con-
verted. However further tries
from Duffy, two from Kiore and
a debut try for Jay Gordon com-
pleted the scoring. Final score
Langholm 78 Inverleith 12

It was a good win with a bonus
point in front of a big and 
enthusiastic crowd. 

LRFC keeps it
in the family

E&L
SPORT

Tough three points for
Legion on the road

Bowling season ends 
with presentations
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The Langholm squad after their decisive win against Inverleith.  
Front: Scoring father and son Stevie and Ben Jardine

Football
Greenlaw 1 
Langholm Legion 2

The Legion travelled to
Berwickshire to tackle
Greenlaw buoyed after last
week’s pulsating victory
over league leaders Duns
and in the knowledge an-
other tough battle lay
ahead.
Two changes to last week’s
line up saw the return from
illness of goalkeeper D John-
son and the inclusion of A
Wilson with C Ireland and S
Byers both unavailable.
One man and his dog did
their best to upset the Le-
gion's pre match preparations
but their minds were firmly
on the task in hand and the
game kicked off in predictable
style with both sides probing

each other and looking to
make the breakthrough.
Greenlaw almost took the
lead when a cross from their
left winger evaded everyone
except B Mattinson who
popped up in the most un-
likely of circumstances to ex-
pertly hook the ball clear from
danger.
Soon after the Legion got
their noses in front when A
Little went on a strong run
through the middle and was
stopped short as he was
about to pull the trigger with
the ball finding A Wilson who
showed excellent accuracy
in firing the ball past the
keeper. A lot of players would
have lashed at it but its tes-
tament to Aidan's composure
that he produced such a fine
finish under pressure.
Greenlaw turned the screw
in an effort to find an equalis-

er with a lot of pressure from
corner kicks and were award-
ed a very harsh penalty on
the half hour mark. The ball
appeared to hit a Greenlaw
player's hand before hitting
the unfortunate F Dell's hand
from close range and with
no time for Fin to react, the
referee deemed it a penalty.
W Smillie stepped up and
expertly rifled the ball into
the net in clinical style to
bring the sides level.
The match followed the
same pattern into the second
half with each team going for
the win but with chances at
a premium.
Just past the hour mark the
Legion again took the lead
when C Cuthbert's beautifully
delivered free kick from the
left saw Dell head home from
close range much to the joy
of the away touchline.

The rest of the match saw
Greenlaw chase an equaliser
with the Legion backline com-
ing under increasing pressure
but some big performances
from all, notably I Little and
F Dell at centre halves and
D Johnson in dealing well
with high balls, saw
Langholm pick up a hard-
earned win and with it a huge
three points.
Again, this was a whole
team effort with all players,
subs and committee giving
their all while a special men-
tion must go to our loyal,
local supporters who made
the long journey to support
the lads.
With seven matches left the
club are now twelve points
behind leaders Duns but with
four games in hand, more of
the same type of perfor-
mances will be required if

the team are to take their
league title challlenge to the
wire.
This weekend we face the
same opposition again, this
time at home, with a 2pm
kick off on the Scholars while
the following Wednesday we
entertain Hawick United with
a 6.45pm kick off. We ask
again for all the locals to turn
out in their numbers to spur
the lads on as they continue
in their quest for glory.

D Johnson A Paisley F Dell I
Little C Ewart C Cuthbert L Irving
A Little A Wilson D Winter & 
B Mattinson.
Subs (Used) K Reid S Collins &
C Pool. (Unused) R Johnstone
& T Henderson.

Carpet Bowling
The final club night of the
season was held on Thursday
night at the social club for
The Langholm Carpet
Bowlers. 

Luke Tolson gave a speech
thanking all members for joining
after a difficult two years with-
out Carpet Bowling and Luke
also congratulated all the junior
members for their successes in
all tournaments around the 
circuit. Neil Campbell presented
the prizes to the 2021/2022 
season winners. 

First pairs winners
Kieran Johnstone and Mark
Goodfellow
Singles champion
Paul Warwick.
Juniors singles champion
Matt Hall
Ladies singles champion 
Stacey Wood
Points winners Ryan Wood
and Kieran Johnstone
Second pairs cup winners 
Tom Henderson and Ryan
Wood
Triples cup winners Ian Hall
Stacey Wood and Ally Hall.

Father and son score in first home game for five months

Above: Singles Champion for 2021/22 Paul Warwick
Below: Points Winners Kieran Johnstone and Ryan Wood


