
A couple who opened an arti-
san butcher’s shop in
Langholm just two years ago
say they are ready to take the
“gut-wrenching” decision to
close it down.
Amanda Crossan and David
Brown say rising costs, com-
bined with a lack of footfall in
the wake of Covid, have driven
them to the brink of calling it a
day on their dream – and in a
last effort to save their business,
they have put out an emotional
appeal on social media, asking
customers what it will take to
get them back to the High Street
again.
Browns Family Butchers
opened in March 2020, with a
mission to provide locally-
sourced meat and handmade

pies, sausages and other prod-
ucts. Initially things went well,
despite the first three months
of business coinciding with
lockdown.
Yet despite the widespread
easing of restrictions just before
Christmas last year, Amanda
and David say trade has fallen
off dramatically in recent weeks
– to the extent that they are
now thinking about selling their
produce either online or at local
markets.

Online
“It seems that people’s attitude
to shopping has changed during
lockdown,” Amanda said.
“They’ve become used to or-
dering online, or going to su-
permarkets, and as a result the
traditional High Street shops
are suffering.
“We used to have customers

coming from as far afield as
Dumfries, Edinburgh and from
across the border, especially for
our signature meat pies. But
with the rising cost of living,
customers are looking for cheap-
er alternatives – and we’re not
the only business feeling the
effects.”
Across the UK, High Streets
have been decimated since the
Covid outbreak, with figures
released in September 2021 by
the Local Data Company show-
ing more than 8,700 chains had
closed in 2021, including such
major names as Debenhams,
Dorothy Perkins and Wilko. 
But smaller, independent re-
tailers have also been hit hard.
In a Facebook post earlier this
month, Amanda and David said:
“We would like to know what
would make you shop on the
High Street again. What can
we do to bring you back? We
always try to provide the best
quality, with the lowest possible
prices. We already offer delivery,
free of charge in Langholm but
we genuinely want to provide
what the customers want.”
The post received dozens of
supportive comments. Paul Gar-
dener said: “It’s businesses like
yours that I feel sorry for. Our
High Street has been on the de-
cline for years and it’s the empty
shops, bad landlords and lack
of passion that means businesses
like yours become overlooked.
“I don’t think your business
needs to change, what you do
is great. It’s how the rest of the
high street is perceived that
needs to change,” he added.

>Turn to Page 2

Love Langholm’s Market
MONTHLY EVENT NEEDS SUPPORT OF TRADERS AND PUBLIC TO THRIVE: PAGE 3
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Butchers face the
cruellest cut of all

Standards from 19 Areas gathered at The Crichton
in support of Royal British Legion Scotland, which
received the Freeman Status of Dumfries and Gal-
loway at the weekend.
More than 100 veterans took part in the day’s pro-

ceedings, including new national President of
RBLS, Rear Admiral Mark Beverstock, who brought
the Queen’s Standard from Edinburgh.

FULL STORY & PICTURES, p8

Heartbreak for couple faced with closure of their High Street shop
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Yarns to Yearn For Owner
Alan Miller and creator of the
Doddie Bears has met up with
the inspirational Doddie Weir
to give the rugby legend Bear
no. 5. 

NEWS

NEWS
IN BRIEF

NEWS

Common Riding
Retirements

Three stalwarts of Langholm
Common Riding say they’ll
be stepping down next year
after nearly 50 years of service
between them.

Full story: Page 4

Doddie Bear headed
for international stage

Langholm made the long jour-
ney to Almond Park to take on
Livingston RFC on Saturday.
Having played very little in the
past 5 months, Langholm were
keen to build on their recent
win over North Berwick

Full story: Page 16

David Brown (above) and partner Amanda Crossan have been encouraged 
by the reaction to their social media announcenmet

Five points and 
debut try for Jardine

Flying the Flag

SPORT

By Nick Brownlee
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Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

Deaths

JOHNSTONE, Agnes

Peacefully on 27th March 2022, at Lydiafield Care
Home, Agnes Johnstone, aged 97 years, late of
Forgeholm, Canonbie, dear wife of the late Stuart. 
Funeral service at Canonbie Churchyard on Tuesday
5th April at12 midday, all friends welcome. 

Church Notices

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church Services
Sunday 3rd April

Langholm 10am

Westerkirk 1.30pm

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Social Distancing 
will be observed. 

Please wear masks. 
Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 73755.

Charity no. SCO11946

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale and

Canonbie Churches
welcome you to
Worship on Sunday
morning at 10am and
11:30 respectively. 

In line with
government guidance
Worshippers are

advised to do a Lateral
Flow test on Sunday
morning and will be
required to adhere to
current Covid
restrictions.

Rev Morag Crossan
on 07861736071 or
email mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk

Bespoke and crea�ve events that 
capture special memories
Funeral, Memorial and 

celebra�on of life  ceremonies 
Baby naming ceremonies

Weddings and vow renewals 

LLoovviinngg CChhooiiccee CCeerreemmoonniieess 
IInnddeeppeennddeenntt CCeelleebbrraanntt SSeerrvviicceess

CCaallll JJeennnnyy 0077880077 552200449999  
ffoorr aa ffrreeee,, nnoo oobblliiggaa��oonn ccoonnssuullttaa��oonn
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Amanda said: “The reaction has
been really encouraging, and we’re
not going to give up without a
fight because it would be abso-
lutely gut-wrenching to close after
all the work we’ve put in to the
shop.
“But there comes a point when

you have to make a decision, and
that’s coming pretty quickly now
for us.”
Meanwhile, the chair of

Langholm, Ewes and Westerkirk
Community Council has called
for local businesses to work to-
gether to attract more visitors to
the town.
John Galloway says a collabo-

rative approach is needed in order
to ensure new and existing visitors

understand that Langholm is open
for business.
“Ahead of potential increase in

staycations again, we must all
look to see where we have gaps
in the provision to visitors and
residents of the town, and if pos-
sible, change the opening and
closing hours – or even days to
ensure that there is a provision of
service,” he told the E&L.
“On occasions we have cafes

closed on the same days and op-
erating the same times. If they
could possibly alternate, with one
open earlier and closing earlier
and one opening later and closing
later, this would result in the pro-
vision of service being available
for longer, but without the need
for operators to extend their 
operating hours.”

Mr Galloway, who runs the 
Eskdale Hotel, pointed to the 
success of the monthly Langholm
Loves Market as an example of
how the collaborative approach
can work. 

“These things take time, but the
potential is there for their popu-
larity to grow. This in turn will
help improve the footfall on our
high street which will benefit all
of the businesses in Langholm,”

Town needs ‘Open for Business’ message

John Galloway of the Eskdale Hotel calls for a collaborative approach

We’ll all miss it when it’s gone
How do we save the high street? 

It’s a question which has so far
defeated even the most renowned
retail experts, who have concluded
that changing shopping habits, 
fuelled by online convenience,
means the traditional high street
shop has had its day.
If this were to be the case in 

Langholm, it would surely be a
crying shame. The High Street has
always been at the heart of our
community and without it the soul
of the town would be lost forever.
Changing the “click-to-collect”

mindset will not be easy, but not
impossible. Bringing shoppers back
this year will take a mighty col-
lective effort by all local businesses, 

and a degree of joined-up thinking
about opening hours and accessi-
bility. 
The Langholm Loves Market is

a big step in the right direction,
and the organisers deserve credit
for their energy and imagination
in making it happen every month.
When they call for our support,
we should all heed the message.

54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

WILSON, June

On 29th March 2022, peacefully at Dumfries &
Galloway Royal Infirmary, June, aged 89 years of
Lyndean and formerly Tundergarth Mains, Lockerbie,
loving wife to James, a much loved mum to Kate, Lesley
and the late Helen, a cherished mother in-law, granny,
great granny and friend to many. June is a great loss
and will be sadly missed.
Funeral service at Tundergarth Church on Wednesday
6th April at 1pm thereafter to churchyard. All friends
respectfully invited to attend. Family flowers only
please.Donations if desired at service to Dementia
Scotland and the Red Cross.

James Rae & Sons
Headstones and Memorials

● Headstones
● Memorials
● Children’s Memorials
● Desks and Vases
● Memorial Design
● Memorial Restoration

11a George Street ● Annan
01461 202083 ● www.jraeandsonsheadstones.co.uk

Family___________
Announcements

Contact us at the E&L:  Office 013873 80012
News Editor    Penny Johnstone    penny@eladvertiser.co.uk
Sales/Admin   Sharon Tolson         sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

End of an era as Common Riding
trio announce retirement

By Nick Brownlee

Three stalwarts of Langholm
Common Riding say they’ll be
stepping down next year after
nearly 50 years of service be-
tween them.
Chairman Roger Maxwell, vice-

chairman Tommy Morrison, and
treasurer John Elliot have an-
nounced they are to retire in March
2023, leaving the way open for
new blood at the top of the organ-
isation.
Roger and Tommy have held

their positions for 20 years, while
John took up his post eight years
ago. 
“I originally announced my in-

tention to step down back in Febru-
ary 2020 – the idea being that I
would serve another year and retire
in March 2021,” Roger explained. 

‘But then Covid came along and
I didn’t feel it would be right to
leave, so I said I’d do another
couple of years to give the board
time to appoint a successor. It so
happens that both Tommy and John
decided it would be a good time
for them to step down as well.

“It’ll be a wrench, to be sure –
but I’ve been chairman for 20
years and it’s 40 years since I was
cornet, so I’ve had a pretty good
innings.”
Roger says his biggest achieve-

ment while in post was persuading
John to take up the role of trea-
surer.
“He’s made a tremendous dif-

ference to the finances, and we’re
in a really good place at the mo-
ment. There are lots of young
members who are keen to be in-
volved, so I have no fears for the
future. 
“I’d like to think that our con-

tribution has been to uphold the
traditions of the Common Riding,
and help to instil some civic pride
in the town over the years,” Roger
added.

Chairman Roger Maxwell  



It’s time to pull together for
Market Day!

That’s the message from 
organisers of the monthly
Langholm Loves Local 
Market, which returns to the
town this weekend.
The plea comes amid concerns

that not enough businesses are
open to support the influx of vis-
itors to Langholm for the event –
and there are moves in the town
to try and improve the visitor 
experience as the tourism season
get under way.
Business owner David 

Stevenson says shops and cafes
not being open at weekends,
and even certain weekdays, has
been an ongoing issue for several
years.
“The main reason for not open-

ing is generally because at cer-
tain times, it simply isn’t worth-
while and the times vary 
according to the business,” he
said.
“The end result is there are

always some shops closed,
which gives the impression that
Langholm isn’t open – and we
get the situation when there was
a busy marketplace but with
some shops and cafes closed.
“As long as the market 

organisers and the high street
businesses work together, surely,
we can achieve the situation
where one morning per month,

we can all be open for business
and sing from the same hymn
sheet, with both words and 
notes in the same order,” Mr
Stevenson added.
Locals and visitors are being

encouraged to support the event,
which has grown out of the
town’s 400th Anniversary cele-
brations. It’s hoped the idea of
having a market in the Market
Place will also benefit the town’s
existing businesses, increasing
their footfall as well.
Market organiser Emma 

Duncan said she hoped the 
establishment of the monthly
producer’s market will enable
local businesses to stay open
longer on a Saturday, especially
during the summer months, to
help service visitor needs. 

Support
And David Latimer, from 

Latimers of Langholm, said he
has noticed a definite increase
in footfall on the Market days.
“I fully support the market and
wish it every success,” he said. 
Meanwhile Billy Young, who

runs The Paper Shop with wife
Liz and is vice chair of the
Langholm Alliance, said: “I 
encourage the market to expand
and fully support any enterprise
which helps to increase the foot-
fall in the town.”
The Market is starting to 

expand and this month sees the
arrival of two new producers:
Warwick Bridge Corn Mill, an
artisan bakery, from near
Carlisle, and Smartie Plants 
Vegan Ready Meals, which is
based near Dumfries.
In Emma’s absence, Sharon

Tolson has stepped in to organise
the setting up of the stalls and
is liaising with the producers
who will be there on Saturday. 
“Hopefully we can see the 

return of the settled spring
weather,” she said. “This will

encourage both locals and visi-
tors to come along and support
the producers, and also the high
street businesses and cafés.” 
Sharon is a member of the

Tourism group with the

Langholm Alliance and hopes
that any venture bringing visitors
to the Muckle Toon on a regular
basis will become a real bonus
benefiting every businesses in
the High Street.

By Nick Brownlee

Covid cases across 
Dumfries & Galloway have
more than doubled in a
month, as a new wave of
the virus sweeps across
Scotland.
There were 1,955 confirmed

infections in the region in the
week up to March 27, com-
pared to 946 in the last week
of January. Nationally 58,339
cases have been reported,
with 2,618 cases confirmed
on Monday alone.
These totals include PCR

tests and positive lateral flow
tests, following changes on
6 January to how Covid 
infections are detected.
It is not yet known how

many of these cases are
caused by the new Deltacron

variant, which was first iden-
tified in parts of northern 
Europe last month. However,
experts have been quick to
stress that so-called “recom-
binant” variants are not un-
common, and that Deltacron
is not the first and will not be
the last to occur for Covid.
“This happens whenever

we are in the switchover 
period from one dominant
variant to another, and is

usually a scientific curiosity
but not much more than that,”
said Dr Jeffrey Barrett, who
formerly led the Covid-19 
genomics initiative at the 
Wellcome Trust Sanger 
Institute.
With only a small number

of cases of Deltacron so far
identified, there is not yet
enough data about the sever-
ity of the variant or how well
vaccines protect against it.
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Let’s give some love to
Langholm Loves Market Standards

hearing
Annandale East & Eskdale coun-
cillor Ronald Tait has been called
to a hearing by The Standards
Commission for Scotland fol-
lowing an investigation by the
Ethical Standards Commissioner. 
The hearing before a panel of

three Commision members comes
after a complaint was submitted
about Mr Tait’s alleged improper
behaviour towards a local com-
munity councillor. Mr Tait has
held one of three seats in the
AE&E Ward since 2017.
The hearing will be held at the

Council Headquarters in Dum-
fries on 17th May and will de-
termine whether Councillor Tait
has breached the Councillors’
Code of Conduct.  
The Standards Commission is

an independent public body, re-
sponsible for encouraging high
standards of ethical behaviour
in public life. 
The Hearing Panel has the pow-

er to impose sanctions including
censure, suspension and disqual-
ification from office and hearings
are usually held in public. 
Mr Tait can be represented at

the hearing and will be able to
present evidence and make sub-
missions, and both parties will
be able to call witnesses.

Monthly event needs support of traders and public to thrive, say organisers

The monthly Langholm Loves Local Market is proving very popular with residents and visitors
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Latimers of  Langholm
51 High Street • Langholm

t: 013873 80265
e: info@latimersoflangholm.co.uk

at Latimers of  Langholm

Free local delivery available
Get in touch to order

or pop-in store!

NEWS
IN BRIEF

Infections on the rise as
latest Covid wave hits



Police are still hunting a vandal who
slashed the tyres of more than 20 cars
in one night in Longtown. 
The rampage took place across various
streets in the town, including Dukeswood
Drive, Lochinvar Close, Moor Road and
Swan Street on March 17. There were
also reports of a damaged window at Julie
Vevers’ Newsagents on Esk Street.
A Cumbria Police spokesman said: "Obvi-
ously these incidents are being treated as
likely linked and officers are extremely
keen to hear from anyone with knowledge
of who is responsible, and/or anyone who
has CCTV or dashcam footage which may
assist officers in their investigation.”

Anyone with information relating to this in-
cident can report online at
cumbria.police.uk/reportit , quoting incident
number 234 of March 17 2022. You can
also phone on 101, or contact Crimestop-
pers, anonymously, on 0800 555 111.
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Scottish Council Elections

Letters 
to the 
editor
Ty’s board
in a bad state
Over the last few days, as part of preparing
the town for an influx of spring visitors, the
information boards at the Kilngreen car park
were given a good scrub down.  It was
discovered that while two of them are in
reasonable condition, one is in a very poor
state.  This is the one dedicated to the exploits
of Ty Pennington, the American make-over
facilitator.  
In the interests of public safety, this board will

shortly be removed.
It is hoped that funding will be found to replace

it which will highlight sites and places of interest
in and around the town/area.

Margaret Pool
Langholm Tourism Group

Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or

email your comments to danielle@eladvertiser.co.uk

There are just five weeks
to go until we head to the
polls to vote in our council
elections.

Elections for all 32 Scottish
councils will be held on 5 May.

Dumfries and Galloway
Council is run by 43 coun-
cillors who are elected every
five years, the last time being
in May 2017,

Our Eskdale and Liddes-
dale Valley is served by two
Wards, Hawick and Her-
mitage and Annandale East
and Eskdale, both fielding 3
councillors each.

And the councillors we
choose to represent us will
be taking decisions on edu-
cation matters, social care
and housing, waste man-

agement, local roads and
public transport and our li-
braries and our leisure and
cultural services.  A key role
of our local councillors is to
work closely with our 
Community Councillors. 

As we know, local authority
raises some money through
the council tax, which they
set themselves, although
most of their finance comes
from the Scottish govern-
ment. 

Nominations for candidacy
closed yesterday and over
the next four weeks, we will
be profiling all of the candi-
dates hoping to win a seat
in Hawick & Hermitage and
Annandale East & Eskdale
on Thursday 5th May.

Who can vote?
 Anyone who lives in Scotland and is registered to

vote 

 You must be aged 16 or over on the day of the 
election 

 You must not be legally excluded from voting e.g.
serving a prison sentence of a year or more

 British citizens living overseas cannot vote in 
Scottish council elections.

How do I vote?
There are 3 ways to vote:

 in person at a polling station

 by postal vote

 by nominating someone to vote for you 
(a proxy vote)

How do I register to vote?
You can register to vote online at www.gov.uk/reg-
ister-to-vote 

You can get an application form for a postal or
proxy vote by visiting 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/voter

 The deadline to register to vote is 
18 April.

 The deadline to register for a postal vote is 
19 April.

 The deadline to register for a proxy vote is 
26 April.

Longtown Slasher 
still at large

Scottish Borders. Councillor
Turnbull has been the elected
member for Hawick and Her-
mitage since 2007.
He was the first Scottish 

Conservative and Unionist
Councillor to be elected to Rox-
burgh District Council in May
1977 for the Weensgate Ward 
In 1988, he was elected to

Borders Regional Council for
the Hawick East Ward, serving
until 1996. 
In 1999 he stood as Scottish

Conservative and Unionist can-
didate in Midlothian for the
Scottish Parliament 
Over the years, his many roles

have included being the Exec-
utive Member for Education,
Scottish Police and Scottish Fire
and Rescue Service and the
Community Services Scrutiny
Board.
Cllr Turnbull was also on the

Hawick Common Riding 
Committee for 40 years.

Hawick and Hermitage
Councillor Davie Paterson is
retiring after 34 years of ser-
vice in the Scottish Borders.
He was first elected in May

1988 to Roxburgh DistrictCoun-
cil, before being electedagain
to the Regional Council and
then Scottish Borders Council.
Cllr Paterson says he is reluc-

tantly calling it a day due to
health issues and will not be
seeking re-election to the new
council. He says it has always
been an honour and a privilege
to work for everyone in his
ward. He says his special mo-
ments include helping to save
the Teviotdale Leisure Centre
in Hawick and he has cam-
paigned continually for the return
of the Borders Railway.

_________________

Meanwhile, Councillor George
Turnbull is retiring from duty
after 44 years of service in the 

Councillors step down

2022Dumfries
& Galloway



A much-loved Newcastleton walk which was rendered
impassable by the devastation of Storm Arwen has
been reopened, thanks to a major clearance operation.
Around one hundred trees were blown down in the
Sawmill Plantation wood in the ferocious gales in
November. They included Pine and Douglas Fir as well
as Oak, Ash, Beech and Sycamore, ranging from twenty
to one hundred years old.

The task of opening up a
path through the wreckage
fell to Borders Estate Agri-
cultural Property Manager
Barry Patterson and his team.
It was a major piece of work,
but Barry says it’s not over
yet.

‘We have prioritised the
most dangerous areas
around the path network. We
estimate the costs of clear-

ance so far run between five
and ten thousand pounds.
There was also massive
damage to the Boosie plan-
tation, where around £30,000
was wiped from the valuation
of the timber that was due to
be harvested in the next year.’

With perfect timing, the walk
was opened in time for In-
ternational Forest Day on
March 21. It’s now accessible

from the north and south
ends, but not from the Cara-
van Park entrance for the
moment.

Felling
‘We still have some clearing

to do and are in the process
of obtaining a felling license
to complete the works. That
will include the bank behind
the caravan park.’ 

Earlier this year, there was
good news when Newcastle-
ton Community Council was
given confirmation that its
application to the Woodland
Trust had been successful.
As a result, 420 trees will be
planted in celebration of the
Queens Jubilee.  
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Doddie Bear headed for
the international stage

Equal
opportunities
position!
Nominations are open for what’s
been described as ‘the most
prestigious job in Scotland’ –
namely the Copshaw Common
Riding Tub. The person who
will lead the cavalcade of yel-
low-clad cyclists round the
boundaries of Newcastleton –
or at least a vague approximation
thereof – on July 2nd this year. 

It being an equal opportunities
position, the applicants can be
male or female, and according
to the rules, only have to be
over 18 and in possession of a
pulse. The winner will succeed
the longest serving Tub in the
Common Riding’s history –
namely Paula Downey, who
bagged the most votes in the
last Tub’s Ball to be held before
Covid struck and has held onto
the post ever since. 
Voting this year will take place
on May 21st at Legends and
the name of the winner will be
revealed at the Tub’s Ball later
that evening, after much time-
honoured shenanigans have 
taken place. 

Yarns to Yearn For owner Alan
Miller and creator of the Doddie
Bears has met up with the in-
spirational Doddie Weir to give
the rugby legend Bear no. 5. 
The former Scotland Interna-
tional was asked by Alan if he
would like Bear No.5. Doddie
replied saying he would like to
put it up for auction in Geneva
next month, all being well, as
part of fundraising for his My
name’5 Doddie Foundation.
Readers will notice that Bear
no.1 is also sitting in the photo,
and that both Doddie and rugby
fan Alan are sporting Yarns to
Yearn For Tartan caps.
The Doddie Bear story began
four years ago in 2018, when
Alan and his partner Kirsty cy-
cled with their friends Pam and
Colin from Land’s End to John
O’Groats, raising money for a
number of charities close to
their hearts. One of them was
the My Name'5 Doddie Foun-
dation, which they were able to
donate a cheque for £2000 to.
Alan later had the idea of cre-
ating the unique bears and asked
Doddie if he could use the Foun-
dation’s tartan, to help raise
awareness of Motor Neurone
Disease, which Doddie is living
with.
“The very talented Jill Johnson,
who lives in Lincoln, makes
these very unique Bears,” says
Alan, “Doddie helped us to get

hold of a metre of the Founda-
tion’s tartan, and we were able
to make five Bears. We were
then able to meet up with him
to give him Bear no.1 in Febru-
ary 2020, just before Lock-
down.”
Alan says he and Kirsty have
kept Bear no.2 for themselves
and they’ve gifted Bear no.3 to
their close friends Colin and
Pam Paxton, who they com-
pleted their 980 mile cycle with.
And readers may remember,
Bear no.4 is resident in
Langholm with Oliver Davidson,
who won the special teddy ear-
lier this year in a raffle organised
by the Xcel Project, raising in
the region of £350 for the My

name’5 Doddie Foundation.
And now Alan says with Dod-
die’s help, he’s managed to get
hold of another metre of the
special blue and yellow tartan,
which is allowing him to have
three more Bears made up in
the cloth, bringing a total of
eight Doddie Bears into exis-
tence. Which just so happens to
be the forward pack in Rugby!
Alan has donated Bear no.6 to
another charitable cause which
is also fundraising for MND.
And the sixth teddy is due to go
to auction tomorrow evening.

Munros
“I was contacted on social me-
dia by Paul from Munro’s 4

MND, who has completed all
the Munros in Scotland in mem-
ory of his late father who sadly
passed away from MND, so Bear
no. 6 will now be auctioned
along with a host of other items
to raise money for the Doddie 
Foundation,” explained Alan.
And Doddie Bear no.7 has
been gifted to Alan’s friend Brian,
who produces the snoods for

Doddie Aid, the mass participa-
tion event that encourages ev-
eryone to get active and run or
walk in January.
And yes, there’s still one more
Bear that needs a home -  but
Alan’s says the destiny of Bear
no.8 is currently unknown - and
he’s happily hanging onto the
remaining ted for the 
time being!
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Oliver Davidson of Langholm is the 
proud owner of Doddie Bear no.4

Alan Miller of Yarns to Yearn For presents Doddie with Bear No. 5

Getting over Arwen

The popular Newcastleton walk was re-opened in time for National Forest Day on March 21

By Gilly Fraser



Galloway farmer Jamie Black-
ett warns we urgently need
to take control of our food se-
curity and grow our own 

Writing in the Daily Mail,
Jamie argues for too long,
government advisers have re-
lied on the global economy to
provide what we need but the
cost-of-living crisis, and Rus-
sia’s war on Ukraine, he says,
is about to change that. 
“Naive policymakers are being
exposed for their lack of fore-
sight. We must become more
self-sufficient to ensure we are
less dependent on other coun-
tries, especially potential ene-
mies,” he says.
Ukraine and Russia export up
to 35 per cent of the world’s
grain and Jamie tells us there
are already reports of some
farmers deciding to grow wheat
on land scheduled to lie fallow
because demand is expected to
soar. 
He reminds us before World

War II, Britain was importing
nearly 70 per cent of its food.
By 1945, our dependence on
food imports had halved. No
land went to waste. Public parks
became allotments. “Granted,
we no longer have a command
economy, but we can still ‘dig
for victory’,” he argues.
The Kirkbean farmer also
writes there’s been a misguided
drift to planting conifers on land
suited to pasture or turning it
over to produce grain for animal
fodder. Yet he says grass is the
perfect crop for fattening beef
cattle and sheep, as well as for
dairy cows: “Far better to let
them graze, which makes for
healthier animals and better
meat, and drastically reduces
the demand for artificial fer-
tilisers — a chief cause of green-
house gases in agriculture.” 
“We must break our reliance
on nitrogen-based fertiliser,” as
30% of the world’s supply
comes from Russia. With gas
prices soaring, the UK’s two

largest nitrogen fertiliser facto-
ries were temporarily forced to
cease production. One by-prod-
uct was that carbon dioxide for
the fizzy drinks industry was
suddenly in short supply. 
“When another country can
suppress everything from our
wheat to our lemonade, we have
ceded far too much control,”
says Jamie, adding that nitrogen
fertiliser is now £950 a ton, up
from £285 a year ago.
“More of the wheat we grow
has to be for human consump-
tion. We need to focus much
more on fruit and vegetables.
And we need to integrate live-
stock farming with arable crop-
ping, to harness the natural fer-
tility of animal manure. And
we all need to reassess our diets
and relearn about the seasons.” 
“You don’t have to be a farmer
to contribute. Anyone with an
allotment or a back garden
should consider growing some
of their own food at least. This
should be a national effort. 

The food we grow is Britain’s
most vital resource. It is our
first line of national defence.” 
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C&D Auction Marts Limited had forward
8,339 sheep comprising of 5,014 prime
hoggs and 3,325 cast ewes & rams at their
weekly sale at Longtown on Thursday 24th
March 2022.
An offering consisting of mainly hill cows
again; with the majority also non-farm as-
sured, nevertheless a competitive trade
throughout. More numbers required on a
weekly basis to fulfil demand. The sale
topped at £992 and 155p from A Roskell
& Partners, Laverhay, Moffat.  
A smaller show of 5,014 prime hoggs were

forward, a very mixed show of hoggs forward
selling to much improved rates on the week.
Well finished lightweight hoggs (30kg – 37kg)
were an electric trade being well short of pur-
chaser requirements. Export hoggs also sold
to high rates of returns and again short of
purchaser requirements. Many more fed in-
spec hoggs are required on a weekly basis
to satisfy demand.
Beltex hoggs topped the price per kilo at

371p from G Mitchinson & Sons, High
Greenhill, Kirkcambeck.  
Top price per head of £170 for Texel hoggs

from AR Bell & Son, Kirkton, Hawick.   
An overall sale average of 259.8ppk (SQQ

269.2pk) was achieved.
PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER KILO)
Beltex 371p High Greenhill, 370p Home
Farm, 351p Breckon Hill, 341p Home Farm,
335p Kirk House.   
Texel 331p Catslackburn, 313p High Green-
hill, 305p, 302p Broadlea Cottage, 300p
Parks, 300p, 296p Mid Dargavel, 295p
Oswie & Dipton Foot.  
Hill Cheviot 312p Home Farm, 307p Mid
Harrietsfield, 303p Catslackburn, 293p Mid
Harrietsfield, 290p Maidencots.
Blackface 304p, 287p Arnicle, 280p Bal-
liemeanoch, 273p Mid Harrietsfield.     

Herdwick 303p, 288p Millriggs.
Suffolk 289p Oswie, 277p Home Farm,
273p Breckon Hill, 272p Home Farm, 271p
Brae Edge, 270p Stable House.  
Mule 278p Home Farm, 262p Oswie, 260p
Stable House.
Charollais 267p Plantation Cottage, 265p
Stewartfield.   
PRINCIPAL PRICE (PER HEAD)
Texel £170, £162, £150 Kirkton, £150 Fearn,
£147 Roxburgh Mains, £146 East Mey &
Newton Cottage.  
Beltex £144 Breckon Hill & Newton Cottage,
£142 Little Tongue, £141 High Greenhill,
£139 Plumpe.      
Hill Cheviot £138 South Road, £130 Bloch,
Longburgh Fauld & Catslackburn.
Suffolk £132 Kirkhouse, £130 West Clyth,
£129 Plantation Cottage, £126 Western-
hopeburn & South Road.     
North Country Cheviot £130, £128 East Mey.
Mule £127 Glenshanna, £124 Tinnishall,
£121 Camphill, £120.50 Westernhopeburn,
£120 Plumpe.  
Blackface £126 Craigdarroch, £123 Yett,
£120 Glenshanna.   
Cheviot Mule £124 South Road, £122
Culquhasen.   
Charollais £123 Tinnishall, £122 Stewart-
field, £120 Newtown & Tinnishall.  
A similar show of 3,325 ewes were for-

ward, trade simply had to be seen to be be-
lieved being £10-£12 up on the week. Three
unliftable pure bred Texel ewes breaking
over £300 to a top of £305 for Texels shown
by Highfield Farming, Knock, Duns, and
£302 x 2 consigned from Messrs T Holmes,
Nutholm Farm, Lockerbie, with a further 152
ewes selling at £200 and over.
Suffolk ewes were a monstrous trade top-

ping at a whopping £234 from J&E Mathe-
son, Achvaich, Sutherland, with a pen of 16

pure Suffolk ewes selling at £228 from HM
Martindale, The Land, Ecclefechan, while
Suffolk cross ewes were very good to sell
with any number of pens selling £165-£185.  
Mule ewes sold well, lacking in weight but

still topped at £155 from A&T Wilson, Bary-
errock, Wigtown. Countless pens of medium
Mules selling to over £140.
Hill ewes were again dearer on the week

being a phenomenal trade topping at £131
for Cheviot ewes from AR Bell & Son, Kirk-
ton, Hawick.
Rams were on fire. Topping at an eye wa-

tering £262 for Texels from A Clark & Son,
West Glengyre, Leswalt. With a total of 212
rams levelling at £136.35
All quantities of ewes are required for this

week’s sale as the ewe trade is set to hold
firm at these extreme rates of return and
more ewes can be sold on a weekly basis to
vendor’s advantage. Please do not hesitate
to contact our auctioneers, who will be
pleased to take your calls for further entries
or enquiries
HEAVY EWES
Texel £305 Knock, £302 x 2, £272 Nutholm,
£270 Baryerrock, £260, £240 Knock, £240
Ashton, South Road & Beckfoot, £238 High
House & Burgh Head, £235 Cherry Tree &
West Glengyre.
Suffolk £234 Achvaich, £228, £218 The
Land, £210 Burgh Head, £195 Great House,
£190 Beckfoot.     
Charollais £202 Viewley, Stewartfield &
Beckfoot.     
Beltex £198 Wood Farm, £162 Newton Cot-
tage & Hobbiesburn.   
Bluefaced Leicester £178 Barsalloch.
Blue Texel £162, £152 Ashton.
Mule £155 Baryerrock, £149 Harehouse,
£148 Broomlands, £145 Bidlake, £144 New-
town, £143 The Bush, £142 Baryerrock.

North Country Cheviot£154 Clynemilton, £150,
£142 Whins, £141 Bidlake, £140 East Mey.  
Cheviot Mule £154 Nutholm, £150 Viewley.  
LIGHT EWES
Hill Cheviot £131 Kirkton, £129 Barkbeth,
£127 Longoe Farm, £123 Barkbeth, £121 All-
fornaught.    
Romney £129 Bidlake, £126 Felkington.
Blackface £125 Littlegil, £124 Kirkland, £122
Dryhope, £121 Balamoon, £118 Viewley,
£117 Knock, Chapel (Hebson) & Chapel
(Hutchison).   
Jacob £122 Snab.
Easycare £121 Felkington.
Swaledale £108 Chapel, £97 Kinkrey Hill
Park, £96 Tecket & Chapel.   
Herdwick £101 Cumcrook.
Welsh £95 Allfornaught.
RAMS
Texel £262 West Glengyre, £232 Knock,
£228 Barsalloch, £220 Winter Crag.  
Suffolk £232 Baryerrock, £190 Viewley,
£188 Knock, £180 Baryerrock.  
North Country Cheviot £205 Knock, £198
High House, £185 Knock.
Charollais £180 Stewartfield.   
Beltex £180 Westhills.
Cheviot £158 High Priorscales, £150
Skelfhill.  
Berrichon £148 Westhills.
Romney £140 Halmyre.

Averages:
Hoggs
Light to                            303.0p (258.3p)
Standard to                     371.0p (273.4p)
Medium to                       351.0p (267.2p)
Heavy to                         289.0p (241.5p)
Ewes
Light to                        £131.00   (£85.09) 
Heavy to                      £305.00 (£141.83)
3                                  £262.00 (£136.35)

Around the marts

SOLWAY AGRICULTURE
LIMITED

Glasgow Road Lockerbie Dumfriesshire
DG11 2SE

Tel. Lockerbie (01576) 204124
Fax. Lockerbie (01576) 203806

Beet Pulp Pellets
Barley Grains

NB Grains Wheat Grains
Rolled Barley

Wheatfeed Rapemeal
Hi Pro Soya etc.

Can be mixed to your
requirements

Collect or deliver ex Laurmar,
Heathall Ind. Est., Dumfries

Bekina Wellingtons
Waterproof Leggings &
Jackets Boiler Suits etc

FOR ALL LAMBING 
REQUIREMENTS

lamb colostrum, lambs milk 
bottles, teats, lammacs

castration rings and pliers 
marking sprays etc.

In my opinion......

“Naive policymakers are being 
exposed for their lack of foresight”

Jamie Blackett of Kirkbean
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The bank that 
likes to say ‘NO’ Canonbie

SRI
Report
Canonbie SRI members were
delighted to hear about Cather-
ine Lithgow’s fundraising ex-
ploits at their March meeting.
Gill Bailey, president, wel-

comed a large number of mem-
bers and guests and introduced
the guest speaker. Catherine
has so far raised £10,500 for
Multiple Sclerosis by walking,
abseiling and organising tombo-
la and sales tables at charity
events. Her husband was di-
agnosed with MS in 2006 and
since then Catherine has de-
voted her spare time to raising
funds for research into a cure.
“Progress is being made with
some major break-throughs re-
cently”, she said.
Hadrian’s Wall, Great Glen

way, St Cuthbert’s way and
around Arran (which was where
she wore the famous red cone
hat for the first time) are just
some of the walks Catherine
has been on. She has also taken
part in the Edinburgh’s Kilt
Walk, which she did virtually
by walking in and round
Langholm. Her next sponsored
walk is on April 24 – a mere
22 miles from Glasgow to Loch
Lomond. And Catherine will
man a tombola stall in the Co-
op at the beginning of next
month. The proceeds from the
sales table and homemade tablet
at the meeting were being
matched by Catherine and do-
nated to Ukraine DEC.
Nicola who has accompanied

Catherine on her walks gave a
vote of thanks saying how
much fun they had had raising
an amazing amount of money.
After tea Gill wished the ru-

ralympics team good luck in
the national finals competitions
in Dumfries on April 9 and at
Perth on April 23 and encour-
aged everyone to continue knit-
ting tweedlemuffs for the pa-
tients in Dumfries Infirmary.
Competition results: Relax

with Art – 1 Elizabeth Walters,
2 Elizabeth Dinwoodie. Border
Tart: 1 Dorothy Watson, 2nd
Elizabeth Walters. Foliage ar-
rangement in a tea cup: 1
Dorothy Watson, 2 Doreen Mil-
lar.
The next meeting is on April

21 with Mary Bonsor talking
about embroidery.

Mundell anger over BOS branch closure in Lockerbie
Dumfriesshire MP David
Mundell has taken the Bank
of Scotland to task over the
decision to close their branch
in Lockerbie.  
At a meeting with executives

this week, Mr Mundell ques-
tioned the ability of local people
to access banking services post-
closure and its impact on Locker-
bie High Street – but was told
the closure would go ahead
whatever the feedback from cus-
tomers and the local community.   
Bank bosses also refused to

hold a public meeting in the
town to discuss the reasons for
the closure decision with local
people.  
“I was very disappointed but

sadly not surprised,” said Mr
Mundell. “Bank of Scotland
seem hell-bent on closing the
Lockerbie branch and are not
willing to discuss changing that
decision, or even justify it pub-
licly to Lockerbie customers.”
The bank plans to close 19

branches across Scotland in
2022 – although Langholm is

not on the hit list. 
“The big banks say they want

to meet the needs of people in
small towns and rural areas but
all they do to is close branches
and tell people to do things on-
line,” said Mr Mundell. 
“What concerns me most is

that they have no long-term plan
for working to keep other local
branches open.  We need a sen-
sible geographic spread of bank
branches or banking hubs, where
local branches are closed, to
ensure everybody can access
face-to-face banking services if
they need to.”

NEWS
IN BRIEF

THE WORK of Hugh 
MacDiarmid appeared in
print for the first time in 1922
and to mark the occasion of
this centenary, Welcome to
Langholm are holding a spe-
cial exhibition, starting this
Saturday.
“Landmarks: Hugh MacDi-

armid’s Langholm” is a show-
case of the poet’s life, in portraits
by Alexander Moffat, in land-
scapes by Ruth Nicol, and in
poems by Alan Riach.
Chris Grieve (Hugh MacDi-

armid) was born in 1892 and
he grew up in Langholm, acute-
ly self-conscious of the small
town’s proximity to the border
with England, and of its intrinsic
character, established at the
confluence of three rivers, the
Wauchope, the Esk and the
Ewes. 
MacDiarmid later wrote that

he could tell exactly where he
was in Langholm simply by
listening to the sound of the
rivers. Their moving waters he
said each had a different 
music.
He writes of ‘the honey-scent-

ed heather hills’ and the forests
and moors surrounding the
town, in which he wandered
and explored as a boy. 
But his love extended from

the natural world of rivers, hills
and forests to the other end of
the spectrum, to book-learning.
His father was the local postman
and the family lived below the
town library, the core of which
had been gifted by the great
engineer and another son of
Langholm, Thomas Telford.

Book-learning
MacDiarmid claimed that

when he left the town, he had
read every single book in that
library and knew what was in
every one of them. So book-
learning and the natural world
were there from the start. 

And there was the annual
Common Riding, a centuries-
old tradition marking the bound-
aries of their own provenance.
In later life, MacDiarmid re-
turned home for it as often as
he could. 
It is well-known that artists

and poets are needed more than
ever in times of war and Mac-
Diarmid, one of Langholm’s
sons, is among the company of
the last century’s greatest. His
poetry is read and loved around
the world.
The WTL Exhibition is in

support of the Tarras Valley
Nature Reserve buyout.

David Mundell, left, is angry at the Bank of Scotland’s decision to close their branch in Lockerbie

Welcome to Langholm: 
Here Comes Hugh MacDiarmid!

Sandy Moffat (i) and Alan Riach
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Local cash donations for
Ukraine are being put to-
wards securing water purifi-
cation tablets to help the mil-
lions of refugees being dis-
placed by the conflict. It’s
been reported that many peo-
ple are having to drink water
from rivers and puddles just
to ensure basic survival.
Retired GP Mark Hallam has

managed to secure a deal with
a firm to provide the purifica-
tion tablets. The company
wishes to remain annonymous
and has offered to donate its
entire stock of short-dated
tablets, if enough tablets can
be bought at a commercial rate
to cover their costs.
£500 has so far been chan-

nelled into securing the tablets,
which are already on their way
to Ukraine. The cash is pro-
viding more that 51,000 tablets,
which equates to more than
50 tons of water that will be
safe to drink, which local vol-
unteer Mark Hodgson esti-
mates, will keep an entire town
going for several days. 
Newstart in Annan, which is

co-ordinating much of the
Ukranian relief effort across
our region, has contributed

£350 of the donations it’s so
far received, with donations
of £150 being collected from
residents in Langholm and Es-
kdale, making up the total of
£500.
Mark says there’s an oppor-

tunity to repeat the deal with
the company, so further cash
donations are being welcomed. 

Voloddington
And the organisers hope to

raise more cash by raffling
tickets for a special Paddington
Bear called Voloddington. He’s
been named after the Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy, who among his many
roles, we are told, was the
voice of Paddington Bear in
the Ukrainian version of the
film. 
Voloddington Bear was do-

nated to the cause by Marina
Dinwoodie, who recently dis-
covered him amongst her be-
longings, very aptly wearing
a blue coat and yellow hat! 
The raffle will be drawn on

Saturday 9th April. Raffle tick-
ets are available from Welcome
To Langholm office, Pelosis
and Langholm Social Club.

Cash donations for
water for Ukraine
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19 Standards gather in Dumfries Architectural Anomalies

Veterans bearing nineteen Standards from
across Scotland gathered at the 
Crichton in Dumfries on Saturday to witness

the Freeman Status of Dumfries and Galloway
being conferred upon Royal British Legion 
Scotland. The region’s Armed Forces champion
Cllr Archie Dryburgh (standing left) welcomed
more than a hundred ex-servicemen to the day’s
proceedings. The new National President of
RBLS, Rear Admiral Mark Beverstock (centre)
brought with him the Queen’s Standard from 
Edinburgh. The Queen’s Representative Fiona
Armstrong, Lord Lieutenant of Dumfries, was
also in attendance. After the Parade, the 'Signing
of the Freeman of Dumfries and Galloway' register
took place in Crichton Memorial Church, which
was followed by a Civic reception in Easterbrook
Hall.

Bits of buildings all aroon but whereabouts in the Muckle Toon?

Inscription removed, but you’ll see it most days. Class corbels, but where? This one will have you flumoxed!  
Only clue, it’s in the New Town.

A window flourish on one of the town’s longer streets;
but which one? You SHOULD know this one! A 1930s detail on a 1930s building
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Get on yer
Muckle
ebike
The Langholm Alliance says
it’s in the process of buying
four ebikes to hire out to visitors
and local cyclists after it 
received funding from South
of Scotland Enterprise. It’s
thought the ebikes will be avail-
able for hire from the Langholm
Alliance office on the High
Street from early June.
The Alliance is planning to

hold a come and try event on
the Kilngreen for anyone who’s
interested in trying out the
bikes, details of which will be
published soon.
Alliance Chair Denis Male

said it was an exciting project
and that the ebikes are for road
use only and will not be per-
mitted for trailing on rough
tracks.

___________________

Highland
Show entries
The Royal Highland Show is
calling on producers to apply
for the 2022 Scottish Handcrafts,
Bread, Honey, and Dairy Cham-
pionships. Entries are now open
and will be judged in advance
by a panel of industry experts.
Successful entrants will display
their wares at the show from
the 23rd-26th June.  
The Dairy Championships

have competitions for cheese,
ice cream, yoghurt and butter,
with classes including those for
specialty cheese, frozen yoghurt
and flavoured butter. 
The Handcrafts Champi-

onships include a variety of art
forms, from porcelain and bead-
work to baskets and walking
sticks, with the theme for entries
being ‘Celebration of the 
Countryside’. 
The Bread Championships

celebrate ‘real’ bread made with-
out additives or preservatives.
There are classes for everything
from sourdough to loaves made
especially by small producers. 
And the Honey Champi-

onships, feature several classes
including for raw honey, honey
cocktails, and artwork related
to beekeeping and photography
featuring bees. 
Chief Steward, Jackie Mc-

Creery, says the Royal Highland
Show is the best shop window
you could ask for, with gold,
silver and bronze awards catch-
ing the eye of potential cus-
tomers. Entries for the Scottish
Handcrafts Championships close
on 15th April, with the rest of
entries closing 22nd May. For
further information go to
www.royalhighlandshow.org. 

Got strong arms more
than green fingers?

Copshaw is on the hunt for some volunteers to keep village in bloom
By Gilly Fraser

Copshaw Gardeners are on
the lookout for willing helpers
– but on this occasion, strong
arms are more important than
green fingers. 
The group, which is run by a

small but dedicated band of
volunteers, looks after a number
of tubs, planters and flower
beds in the village. Now they’ve
taken delivery of four new
planters made from recycled
plastic, which is great news but
has left them with a rather
weighty problem, as group
member Janet Moore explains. 
“We need to have them in

place in Douglas Square by
May because that’s when our
ordered plants will arrive. But
in total they weigh around two
tons, so we definitely need some
musclepower. Somebody with
a forklift truck would be great
too.”
The group usually raises funds

through regular plant sales but
this hasn’t been possible over
the past couple of years because
of Covid. Thankfully the 
Community Council was able
to help access nearly £1500 in
funding through Scottish 
Borders Council for the new
planters and to pay for bench
seating round trees in the Square
to be restored by local joiner
Ian Nichol. Janet says the group

would also love to refurbish
other planters in the village
which are past their best.

Decay
“They were made around 

twenty years ago and some are
in a bad state of decay so really
need to be repaired. We won-
dered if we might be able to
have them clad in recyclable

plastic, but the material would
be very expensive. We’re look-
ing at options.”
Copshaw Gardeners do a won-

derful job of keeping the village
looking beautiful, but Janet says
the group desperately needs
new members if they’re to carry
on. Gardening experience isn’t
necessary, they just want people
who are keen to help. 

As part of the project, the bench seating will be refurbished

Ian Hall of M&H Tree Services Ltd, Rowanburn was welcomed by
members of Canonbie Probus Club last month at the Cross Keys Hotel 
Ian gave a very colourful and frank account of his life.  Starting as a lad at

Whitaside with plans to become a farmer, he got drawn into the Army.  He
travelled widely enjoying life as a piper with the KOSB, ending with a
troubled tour in Northern Ireland.  Adjusting to life back in ‘civvy street’ was
tough, trying out a range of local jobs.  He then worked in Australia as a tree
surgeon. Returning home to start family life with his wife Amanda, Ian knew
his future was with trees.  
A successful business was built through some big knock-backs, including a

broken neck falling from a tree in Wales. Ian said never hang onto ivy when
climbing trees!  Beware of this, as ivy is rampant around Langholm and has
contributed to trees blowing down.  
From his historic former railyard at Rowanburn tree surgery, firewood, coal

and Christmas trees M&H services the needs of many.  Now very busy
dealing with local tree clearance after Storm Arwen, Ian’s main concern is
that his excellent well-equipped teams can work safely with dangerous trees
and to a very high standard.
Kenny McGimpsey on behalf of Probus thanked Ian for a most interesting

talk which was enjoyed and applauded by all.  

Future in the trees
Canonbie Probus hears from Ian Hall

Ian Hall of M & H Tree Services at work near Langholm

NEWS
IN BRIEF

Out with the old and in with the new...planters
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If you have compiled a quiz - or a crossword - you would like to send in to the E&L, 
we would be delighted to publish it.

You can either pop it through the door, (54 High Street, Langholm)
hand it in to the office or email it to 

sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

BEPUZZLED

LOCAL NOTICEBOARD

LOCAL 
NOTICEBOARD
Advertise on the
NOTICEBOARD

this size
5cm x 1col

only

£15 inc VAT

LOCAL NOTICEBOARD
Advertise on the
NOTICEBOARD

this size 5cm x 2col 
only

£20 inc VAT
Contact: sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

IT’S QUIZ WEEK...don’t you know?
Questions

1) In March 1983 Bob Hawke was appointed as prime minister of which coun-
try?

2) Michelle Bachelet was inaugurated as the first female president of which
South American country?

3) In 2011 an earthquake in Japan triggered a tsunami which killed thousands
of people and also caused the second worst nuclear accident when which
power plant was affected?

4) Born in 1916 in Huddersfield, which politician went on to be Prime Minister
of two Labour governments and represented Ormskirk and later Huyton as
an MP?

5) Who was the British author, whose best known work is ‘The Day of the
Triffids’ who died in March 1969

6) In March 1930, who began his ‘Salt March’, a 200 mile march to the sea in
protest at the British monopoly over salt in India?

7) In March 1989, who submitted his proposals for an information management
system that subsequently developed into the World Wide Web?

8) William Herschel, in March1781, discovered which planet, the seventh
from the sun?

9) In 1988 the Seikan Tunnel, which is the longest tunnel in the world that has
an undersea element, opened in which country?

10) Which Scottish town was the location for the deadliest mass shooting in
British history when in March 1996 16 pupils and a teacher were killed?

11) The song ‘You'll never Walk Alone’ was written for which film?

12) Which American president when referring to Margaret Thatcher said ‘She
is the best man in England’?

13) The year 2022 is the Chinese year of the what? a) Tiger b) Horse c) Rat

4) Which Society founded in 1660 had Christopher Wren, Samuel Pepys and
Sir Isaac Newton as early members?

5) True or false, before becoming a famous actor George Clooney had been
a door to door insurance salesman?

6) Who was the Prime Minister immediately before Margaret 
Thatcher?

7) Titan is a moon of which planet?

8) What is celebrated on the 1st Sunday after the full moon following the
vernal equinox?

9) In the 1989 film Batman, starring Michael Keaton, who played The Joker?

10) Which golfer had the nickname ‘Super-Mex’?

ANSWERS...no cheating!!

Australia 1
Chile 2
Fukushima 3
Harold Wilson 4
John Wyndham 5
Mahatma Gandhi 6
Tim Berners-Lee 7
Uranus 8
Japan 9
Dunblane 10

11  Carousel
12  Ronald Reagan
13  Tiger
14  Royal Society
15  True
16  James Callaghan
17  Saturn
18  Easter Sunday
19  Jack Nicholson
20  Lee Travino

Please send your events for this FREE  listing below, to sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

WHAT’S ON IN ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE 

APRIL

Sat 2nd 

Langholm Loves Local Producers Market
10am to 2pm Market Place

Social Night/Dance with the Bon Accords
7.30pm Gilnockie Hall

Sun 3rd Gretna Acordion & Fiddle Club & guests-
from 1pm

Richard Greenknowe Centre, 
Gretna

Tues 5th Free Tennis Camp age 5 to 9 years, 
3-5pm Canonbie Tennis Courts

Wed 6th Free Tennis Camp age 10yrs+ 3-5pm Canonbie Tennis Courts

Sat 9th Ceilidh and Raffle for Marie Curie 7.30pm Langholm Social Club

Tues 12th Free Tennis Camp age 5 to 9 years 10am to 12
noon. Age 10+ years 12 noon to 2pm. Canonbie Tennis Courts

Sat 16th Pre-school children Easter fun 10-12 Canonbie Community Cafe

Sun 17th Langholm Horseracing Association 
meeting 2pm Castleholm

Sun 24th Langholm Accordian & Fiddle Club and
guests Langholm Social Club 2-5pm

Please donate to our Objection Campaign GoFundMe
“Faw Side Community Group”

Faw Side Wind Farm Planning Application 
- FSCG Objection Campaign

Public Meeting in Langholm Social Club 
Thursday 7th April 

(Doors open at 6.30pm for a 7pm start – Finish 8.30pm)
Agenda: ▪ Fund Raising Activities and Timetable 

▪ Q&A with Christopher Ford
Electrical Energy Systems & Planning Policy Specialist

Find out the TRUTH about Wind Farms and Electricity Generation 
in the South of Scotland …it might shock you !



j
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Times Past 
50 years: The Marble Man
“It’s a perfect disgrace!” “What’ll folk think on us?” “Ye’ll have
tae dae something aboot it?” These are only a few of the expres-
sions we heard during last week about the statue of Admiral Sir
Pultney Malcolm in the Library Gardens, and on having a look
ourselves we agree that the statue in its present condition is not
a credit to the town. The grey-granite base is grimy and 
neglected looking while Pultney himself is also in need of a
“face-lift”. We don’t know how long it is since he received a
coat of paint on the top of his marble, but he certainly needs 
another “lick”, and let it be soon before the summer season com-
mences and Langholm has again a considerable number of vis-
itors. Is this a matter for the Town Council, the District Council,
the Library Committee or who? Whoever it is let them take 
immediate action because immediate action is certainly neces-
sary if such criticisms are to be neutralised. 

25 years: Castle Craigs Boys Night
Around 35 boisterous youngsters (and 10 equally boisterous
adults) descended on the Crown Hotel last week for the Annual
Castle Craigs Boys Night. First on the agenda was a video of
last year’s common riding, after which they tucked into sand-
wiches and pop in a vain attempt to quieten down the future 
Castle Craigs members and perhaps even Cornets. The under
10’s were taken to the Castle Craigs bar by Stephen Rae for the
now legendary horse drawing competition, whilst the over 10’s
were kept in the Castle Craigs room for a rather splendid quiz
set by Cornet David McVittie. Winners of the horse drawing
competition seven to nine class were: 1 Corrie Irving, 2 Curtis
McMorran and 3 David Divers. The under-sevens prizes went
to: 1 Ben Maxwell, 2 Alan Turnbull and 3 Corrie Park. The Quiz
was won by Robin Elliot with Jamie Elliot second and Stephen
“Doolan” Devlin a creditable third. Darren Scott was the winner
of the E&L Quiz, while best dressed boys were (over 10s)
Kieran Cuthbert and (under 10s) Curtis McMorran. Best horn
player was Stephen Devlin. Prizes were presented by the Cornet,
who was accompanied by the Right-Hand Man, Stevie Ellwood.
After the pictures were taken the boys were despatched home
with a stern warning from the Chairman Andrew Johnstone to
“Go straight home and watch the road or else!”

Hound Trail JIm Reid, Jock Reid, Mr Woodhouse, Mrs Reid, Andrew
Hounam, Tom Reid at top of Caroline Street near Pool Corner.

Staff of The E&L Advertiser, 1898

The re that destroyed Reid and Taylor’s mill in July 1933

1848 In this year Alex Reid met and went into partnership 
with a draper from Brampton called Joseph Taylor. In 1851 
they bought Alex Renwick’s cotton mill on Elizabeth Street 
and created one of the most prestigious textile companies in 
the whole of the Scottish Borders - Reid and Taylor of Lang-
holm.  The main mill building was extended and altered un-
til by 1878 it was six storeys high and had a total oor area 
of 36,000 square feet. However in July 1933 disaster struck 
when the main building was completely destroyed by a mas-
sive re. At its height the ames were 90ft high and the re 

brigade needed the assistance of crews from Hawick, Carlisle 
and Dumfries to get the re under control. It’s been claimed 
that the re was started deliberately and that one member of 
the brigade was “ower the bed wi his boots on” long before 
the alarm was raised!  Fire was a constant threat to mill owners 
and over the years there have been 11 major mill res in the 
town. Langholm’s rst re engine ‘The Esk’ arrived in the town 
in July 1871.  This steam-powered vehicle, made by Messrs 
Merryweather and Son, was only the second of its kind in the 
whole of Scotland. 

The Reid and Taylor Mill, 1873

29th March 1864  The branch line from Ridding Junc-
tion to Langholm opened in March 1864.  The rst train ar-
rived in the town on Tuesday, 29th March 1864 carrying the 
turntable to be installed in the yard.  The railway brought mas-
sive bene ts to the blossoming local textile industry as it al-
lowed direct import of wool, yarn, machinery and coal into 
the town and direct export of tweed out of it. However exactly 
100 years later the Beeching Axe fell on Langholm. On Satur-
day 13th June 1964 hundreds gathered on the platform to wit-
ness the arrival of the last ever passenger train into the town.  
Passengers in the ve coaches alighted to hear three members 
of the Pipe Band play the plaintive strains of the lament “The 
Flo’ers O’ the Forest”. In readiness six ute players, a drummer 
and a triangle player had mustered at the Station Yett before 
leading passengers up the High Street to the tune “Auld Lang 
Syne”. Once in the Market Place, they formed a circle to play, 
ttingly, “Will Ye No Come Back Again”.

May 1848  The birth of “The Squeak”. Thomas Rome 
rst published “the peepur” as a free monthly journal in his 

premises off Langholm High Street. After 4 months it became 
a monthly journal costing one penny and can hence claim to 
be the oldest penny paper in Scotland. In August 1877, after 
re gutted the print works, the business moved to a jumble of 

rooms above Walter “Wattie Wumpy” Wilson’s stationery and 
booksellers’ business at 48 High Street and stayed there for the 
next 115 years! In 1918 the paper became the property of Dan 
Little and his wife Fanny. Fanny took the business over when 
Dan died in 1939 and for a while had the distinction of being 
the only lady newspaper proprietor in Scotland. When Fanny 
died the business was past to her sons  Bowman and Alan and 
their families, and  remained in their hands until 1999. This 
local  “bastion of the written word” is now owned by the com-
munity.

The Marble Man is removed and sent away to be cleaned to make way for
entrance to new car park in Parliament Square

Mark Grieve being expertly banaged by Andrew Walton and Steven
Whillans at the First Aid Certificate examination in Langholm Academy
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By Claire Irving in the audience 

Lights up - cue the band - a rousing
performance of Calamity Jane was
delivered by LAODS, a fitting tribute
to both Doris Day who famously
played the role of Calamity in 1953;
and to LAODS’s beloved stalwart Bob
McLure.

A witty musical, with some heart-
warming story lines, it’s the story of a
young ‘gun-toting’ girl living in a remote,
wild-west frontier town. Calamity refuses
to conform to society’s idea of how a
woman should behave and hangs out
protecting the town with her mate Wild
Bill Hickok. However, she has a crush
on a handsome soldier, who barely 
notices her. Should she change her 
‘un-ladylike’ ways to attract his attention? 

LAODS captured the jolly, rollocking
spirit of the show, giving the audience a
joyous and fun evening. It was also a
touching performance due the trying cir-
cumstances the cast found themselves
in; dealing with a long period of 
rehearsals beset with covid restrictions,

and the tragic loss of their director Bob
McLure. 

Emotional bond
I could feel from the audience just how

much being able to perform meant to
the cast, and what a strong emotional
bond exists between them. They gave
a polished performance, holding their
American accents (most of the time!). 

The lead-performers are all strong

singers, capturing the charm and spirit
of their songs, backed by a chorus 
enjoying every moment. We must men-
tion E&L’s very own Alan Weatherstone
(strutting his inner cowboy), and Alison
Aston (bright and cheery in her bonny
pink bonnet).

The Golden Girls in their fishnets, 
demurely performing the Can-Can, were
especially memorable, when cheekily
bending to reveal all, to show that the
Langholm ladies still have it, sparking a
surprised roar from the crowd, showing
their appreciation! Francis (Les Murray)
reluctantly performing in his red wig,
trying to win over the rowdy saloon was
hilarious, as was Adelaide Adam’s per-
formance (Nicole Weatherstone) with
her devoted fan-waving fancymen. A
moving harmonious rendition of “Take
me back to the black hills of Dakota”,
was led beautifully by (Fiona Evans).
Wild Bill (Glen Cavers) had a lovely
tonal voice but the real star of the show
was Calamity (Leona Mason) and 
deservedly so. 

It sure was a swell evening!

Flying Oyster Catcher on the Esk by Tom Hutton                                                                                                       Camera: Nikon D7000

The E&L Gallery

Calamity Jane fires up The Buccleuch

Leona Mason played a whip-cracking Calamity Jane

‘Introducin’ Henry Miller’ played by  Michael Clarke

REVIEW



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES
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ROOFING SERVICES

McCulloch
 Roo�ng Family Business Since 1979

28 Bank Street
Galashiels TD1 1EN

for a free quote or advice
Phone:01896 888664

web: mccullochroofing.co.uk

ALL ROOFING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Sla�ng ▪ Tiling ▪ Flat Roofs 
UPVC Windows and Doors 
UPVC Facias and Gu�ering

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows

PUBLIC NOTICES

ELECTRICIANS
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BLINDS

POP-UOP SHOP

Online subscriptions to the

are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read

anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT!  

LANGHOLM 
TOWN HALL 

(inside)
WEDNESDAYS 10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS 9am - 2pm
Access through rear door

ROYAL BANK MOBILE VAN
Day Centre car park

Thursdays
11:45am - 12:25pm

MOBILE SERVICES

LANGHOLM POP-UP SHOP
April 2022

■ Saturday 2nd April (Old PO & Pop-up-Shop)
Love Langholm Local Market

■ Thur 7th & 8th April (74 High St)
Annette Robertson

■ Mon 11th to Thurs 14th April (74 High St)
KSJ Art & Funky Things

To book a space: Call Sharon Irving on 07862 367209
or email: sharon@ashleybank.co.uk

OPTICIAN

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

www.dumgal.gov.uk

PLANNING
The applications, associated plans and documents can be viewed on-line 
by following the ePlanning link on the Council’s website at www.dumgal.
gov.uk/planning.  Written comments may be made to Head of Economy 
and Development by email to Planning@dumgal.gov.uk or via the Council’s 
website, as noted above, by 14/04/2022 (Type A).
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2013, Reg 20(1) (A) 
Ref No/Type Address/Proposal
22/0318/FUL (A) Clerkhill, Langholm
Erection of boiler shelter/plant room and siting of biomass boiler

LANGHOLM COMMON RIDING
Registered SCIO No. SC044989

Applications in writing to 
the Secretary’s Office by 14th April.  

We are also looking to recruit additional 
members. If you are interested in joining
please apply in writing to the Secretary. 

Kenneth M. Hill, 
Secretary

38 High Street
Langholm

Nominations are invited
for the position of

Barley Banna Bearer



Horseriding
By Gilly Fraser

Newcastleton youngster 
Jessica Telford was less than
one year old when she sat on
a pony for the very first time. 
Over the next few years, she

rode a friend’s Shetland when-
ever she got the chance, then
started having weekly riding
lessons with the same Instructor
who had taught her Mum as a
child. Now, at the grand old
age of ten, Jessica has taken
her first Championship, winning
the Novice title in a show at
the popular Greenlands 
Equestrian Centre near Carlisle
– no mean feat since it meant
getting top marks in Tack &
Turnout, Equitation, Trotting
Poles and In-Hand.
Over the past couple of years

Jessica has forged a strong part-
nership with Oliver, her sixteen
year old 12hh Welsh Section A
pony. Jessica’s Mum Adrienne
who is also a very keen horse-
rider, says they hit it off right
from the start.
“They are the perfect pair.

Jessica had been riding him at
the Lads Lodge riding centre
and we decided to buy him last
Summer. Since then, we’ve had
regular outings to the competi-
tions run at Greenlands by
Shirley Foster and this was her
first Championship.”
It wasn’t her first experience

of being in the rosettes however

– as well as riding her own
pony, Jessica is also a member
of the very successful Lads
Lodge Vaulting team which has
scored several wins and high
placings in competitions. Covid
interrupted their competition
plans but they’re back in action
for the first time this year at
Howe Equestrian Centre in 

Cupar this weekend.
Adrienne says Jessica is very

good at looking after Oliver,
mucking out most mornings,
doing the feeds, grooming him
and riding three or four times
per week. She thoroughly enjoys
all the different types of riding
she has tried so far, but Dressage
and Jumping are her favourites. 
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Jessica takes Novice
Championship

Hounds
The hounds had their first taste of

the warm weather at Newcastleton
both last Wednesday and on Sunday.
Last year’s Puppy Champion, Explore,
had his first win as a Senior hound
when he beat Border Prosper and Fire
Lass in a tight finish on Wednesday. 
On Sunday, Explore led out the field

with only Delta Scope holding foot with
him and it was the same two hounds that
appeared over the top on the finish. He
powered down the hill and won nicely
with Delta Scope halting in the water
just before the line and allowing Fire
Lass to take second.  Fire Strike was
next but also stopped in the water to let
Mr Finnegan come through for fourth.  
Six dogs were slipped in the Senior

Maidens and Castle Clansman, Matilda
and Frankel were soon opening a gap on
the others and reports from the road at
halfway were that the same three hounds
were clear, with only See the Stars in
pursuit as the other two competitors had
returned to the slip. As they came down
the finish, Matilda was just in the lead
but Frankel showed all his finishing
speed to get over the line for the win.
Castle Clansman was third over the line
having stopped in the water. See the

Stars was some way back but came on
gamely to take fourth ticket. 
The Pups looked like a well contested

race with local Newcastleton hound,
Black Thorn, setting off as favourite
having won nicely through the week.
Reports from the road said that Tallulah
was the driving hound with Holm Birch
in second but all were still tightly bunched.
When they appeared on the finish, Inspect
was just in the lead and kept on down
the hill to win and make it a double for
the Lindsay family kennel. Tallulah and
Delta Swift had a good race for second
and third, with Delta just getting past
before the line to take second.

RESULTS

Newcastleton 
Sunday 27th March

Seniors
1. Explore 2. Fire Lass 3. Delta Scope 4.
Mr Finnegan 5. Fire Strike 6. Fire Lady
8 Ran Time 25.55
Senior Maidens 
1. Frankel 2. Matilda 3. Castle Clansman
4. Sea the Stars
6 Ran 4 Finished Time 28.35
Pups
1. Inspect 2. Delta Swift 3. Tallulah 4.
Black Thorn
7 Ran 4 Finished Time 13.04

All In
1. Jazzle 2. Delta Style 3. Delta Spiral 
3 Ran Time 11.44

Newcastleton
Wednesday 23rd March

Seniors
1. Explore 2. Border Prosper 3. Fire
Lass 4. Delta Scope 5. Delta Supreme 6.
Fire Strike

10 Ran Time 26.30
Pups
1. Black Thorn 2. Tallulah 3. Fire Bond
4. Delta Swift 5. Border Reign 
6. Inspect
7 Ran Time 14.25
All In
1. Jazzle 2. Castle Clansman 3. Delta

Style
8 Ran Time 11.59

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Mr Chris Hutchinson
Session clerk: 013873 73755 
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508

Carpet Bowling
Bulletin

Carpet Bowling

 Wamphray Singles
Wamphray carpet bowling club held an open singles com-
petition on Friday night. It had an entry of 24 and success
was had by Langholm club members. The winner was
Matt Hall who beat Ryan Wood in a close final! 

 Roger McMurdo Cup
On Saturday night the social club hosted their Roger 
McMurdo club pairs tournament. It hadn’t been played
since 2019. The winners were Luke Tolson and David
Goodfellow. They beat Corey Park and Ben Porteous in
the final. Thanks go to everyone who supported the 
competition. £80 was raised for a cause that Jim McMurdo
had chosen and he very kindly donated it to the club. We
are very grateful to Jim for his kind gesture! 

L-R - 
David Goodfellow, Jim McMurdo (the late Roger’s son) and Luke Tolson

Anna and Kerry Lindsay with Jannie and Emmie. The hounds are Explore and Inspect

Explore makes it as a Senior

Jessica is also a keen vaulter at Lads Lodge
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Sports News
Thursday March 31, 2022

Sponsored by KELSO RACES

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
MONDAY 4th APRIL

wednesDAY 4th may
01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Rugby
By Kenneth Pool

Livingston 15
Langholm 54

Langholm made the long jour-
ney to Almond Park to take
on Livingston RFC on Satur-
day. Having played very little
in the past five months,
Langholm were keen to build
on their recent win over North
Berwick The match was
played under glorious sunny
skies.

After just three minutes,
Nathan Smith stroked a penalty
over for Langholm but it was
the home side who got the first
try. However, the boys in crim-
son responded with a Jonathan
Wilkes score after a successful
push forward and skipper Smith
added three more points shortly
afterwards. Smith was the 
architect and eventual scorer of
the next try in the 23rd minute
when he waltzed in under the

posts to make it 18-5.  The pick
of the day's tries was a brilliant
solo effort from Langholm’s
number 11 Jamie Gormley, who
intercepted the ball in his own
half and ran up the far wing to
thwart the chasing defenders.
The bonus point was secured
just before the interval with
Ronnie Martin going over the

line, so the half time score was
30 points to five in favour of
the men from Milntown.

Laurels
Langholm showed no signs

of resting of the laurels in the
second half when Wilkes gath-
ered from the scrum and pushed 
his way over for his second and

Langholm’s fifth try. Livingston
(who were actually founded by
Langholm lad Jackie Nixon in
1968), responded with a lovely
flick pass from the huge number
18. He found Mitchell who
crossed the line to reduce the
deficit slightly. Langholm how-
ever were in stunning form and
notched up another three tries
in the space of only eight min-
utes and, thanks to Lewis Miller,
Stevie Nicol and Ben Jardine
(who was making his 1st XV
debut), smashed through the 50
point barrier. A consolation try
for Livingston in the last play
of the game was just rewards
for their efforts but there was
absolutely no doubt about the
victors in a thoroughly enter-
taining game final. The score
at Almond Park was Livingston
15 Langholm 54 with Langholm
securing all 5 points on offer. 

A return to rugby at Milntown
is greatly hoped for on Saturday,
when Inverleith are the visitors.
Kick off 3pm 

Five points secured and
debut try for Jardine

E&L
SPORT

Legion inflict first defeat
on league leaders Duns

James Ewart Racing
yard update

Published by Muckle Toon Media Limited - SCO51449, at their offices, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH. Telephone 013873 80012      Price £1.00

Ben Jardine (right), making his debut for the senior squad,
with Callum Henderson (centre) and captain Nathan Smith 

Football
Langholm Legion 3 Duns 2

The Legion hosted unbeaten
league leaders Duns in front
of a large Scholars crowd and
battled incredibly hard to gain
three huge points in a pulsat-
ing match.

With usual number one D 
Johnson a late absentee due to
illness, C Ireland bravely stepped
in and performed heroically
throughout with some fine saves
at crucial points in the game. It
was C Ewart's 100th match for
the club and certainly one for
him to remember as he continued
his consistent form and again
was a top performer.

The match started at a frantic
pace and was continued
throughout with the Legion
drawing first blood in fine style
in the third minute. Winter fed
Mattinson in the inside left and

he took a couple of touches be-
fore unleashing a left footed
rocket that flew past the keeper
before he could even react. As
soon as the ball left Brian's
boot it was clear for all to see
where it was heading. A fantastic
strike to get the home crowd
going and a vital lead to force
Duns out.

The visitors then enjoyed a
strong period of pressure with a
lot of corners but the Legion
were looking very dangerous on
the counter with a couple of 
efforts just whistling over the bar.

Duns equalised when Strange-
ways wriggled free after what
looked like a handball and found
the net despite a good strong
attempt from Ireland to keep
the ball out.

The rest of the half followed
the same pattern in a high qual-
ity, high energy match which
saw the sides level at the break.

It was end to end in the second
half as both sides looked to go

ahead and again it was the 
Legion who did so. Winter and
Mattinson were the men at the
heart of it again as Winter's fine
cross from the right picked out
the predatory Mattinson at the
back post and he finished with
aplomb from a tight angle to
fire high into the net. Again
Mattinson made it look easy
which was far from it.

Duns then started to commit
more and more men forward
in an effort to keep their 
unbeaten record intact and were
rewarded when Philips bundled
the ball over the line after 
indecision in the Legion rear-
guard.

It was well and truly game
on going into the last quarter
with both sides going at it ham-
mer and tongs.

The Legion once again took
the lead and what a goal it was
when it arrived. Cuthbert's quality
corner from the right was met in
perfect style by recent substitute

Wilson whose powerful header
flew into the net to send the
crowd and home touchline into
delirium. The noise and reaction
merited it after such a wonderful
goal of huge importance.

Try as they considerably did,
Duns couldn't force an equaliser
with several last ditch tackles,
a great block by Ireland and
the crossbar coming to the 
Legion's rescue. After seven
minutes of injury time the ref-
eree finally blew the whistle to
confirm a memorable victory.

An almighty effort from all
concerned to get the win with
some absolutely outstanding
performances all over the pitch.
The fight and pride the players
showed throughout was great
to see and the big crowd must
have been suitably impressed
by what they'd witnessed.

Duns remain in top position
with only three matches left.
The Legion are in second place,
fifteen points behind with five

matches in hand and eight
matches left. If the lads show
the same determination in their
remaining matches then they
could make it a very interesting
finale to the season.

More of the same is required
this weekend as the club travels
to Berwickshire to face 
Greenlaw who are always a
tough opponent.

Many thanks to match spon-
sor Jock Reid's Bar, Hawick
and match ball sponsor
Langholm Rugby Club.

Team
C Ireland, A Paisley, F Dell, S
Byers, C Ewart, C Cuthbert, L
Irving, I Little, A Little, D Winter
& B Mattinson. 
Subs: (Used) A Wilson, K Reid,
& S Collins (Unused) C Pool &
R Johnstone.

Hapy La Vie and newly qualified
jockey coach Rosie Ford

Horseracing
New arrivals at Craig Farm
are Leitrim Chief purchased
via Kevin and Anna Ross
from Stuart Crawford for
John and Jill Dodd and the
well-bred Hapy La Vie who is
a new syndicate horse with
shares available.

Leitrim Chief made a very
promising start coming third in
a Novice Hurdle at Ayr on
March 12.  Ridden by Brian
Hughes he jumped for fun and
will make a lovely chaser in
time.  Other news is that Rosie
Ford has passed her jockey

coach exams in Edinburgh with
the Scottish Racing Academy
and Briony passed her First Aid
at Work Requalification at 
Dumfries College.

The buisness is always looking
at ways of improving facilities
and is currently working on a
project for a grant from South
of Scotland Enterprise for a
horse water walk through and
also an owner/visitor building
down by the gallops.  They are
liaising with a local company
Iron and Pine in Galloway
https://www.ironandpine.co.uk/
who convert shipping containers
into very smart spaces.


