
Ambitious plans for a £4m
leisure facility in Langholm
have been revived – al-
though scaled back and 
despite fears that the
scheme could ultimately be
sunk by council planners.
Last year, the Langholm 

Initiative announced it want-
ed to redevelop a former
sports centre at Townfoot,
used by employees of Edin-
burgh Woollen Mill (EWM)
and their families until its
closure in February 2019.
Initial proposals included

a swimming pool, squash
and tennis courts, a gymna-
sium and a sauna – although
concerns were soon raised
about the cost of the project,
and the fact that the devel-
opment site is in a floodplain,

with a medium to high risk of
flooding. 
This led to objections from

Dumfries & Galloway Council
during the pre-planning appli-
cation assessment survey.
Crucially, the project was not

refused planning permission
– and after more than a year,
The Initiative’s working group
now plan to revisit the scheme. 
This week project co-ordi-

nator and Initiative trustee
Campbell Scott told the 
Advertiser: “The project is be-
ing kick started and the working
group has reconvened to take
the redevelopment forward.
We are currently examining
two scaled-down options, and
hope to share the new business
plan with the public at the end
of April.”
Mr Scott, formerly a project

manager in marine engineer-

ing, dismissed flooding fears
as “laughable”, claiming the
proposed development site
has never flooded.
“In 2012 there was a lot of

surface water coming off down
the hill and crossing the A7 –
but the river has never been
near the Co-op or the sports

centre and the council says it
would be a one-in-200 year
event,” he said.

Support
Mr Scott added: “The 

project still has strong support
locally and we received 
terrific feedback in a com-
prehensive survey that we put
to the town last year.”
Currently, the only public

sports facility in the town, is
the Eskdale Sports Centre,
which is shared with
Langholm Academy. 
“The new development will

have to wash its face and
that’s what we’re working on,
discussing with the architect
how we can minimise our
footprint and keep costs
down,” Mr Scott said.
“But the benefits of having

the centre would be enormous,
not only for the health and
wellbeing of the people of
Langholm and Eskdale, but
also in terms of what we can
offer visitors and local 
businesses.”
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New lease of life for
leisure centre plans

BLUEPRINT: An artist’s impression of the proposed sports centre at Townfoot

BLUE-MIN’ MARVELLOUS:  Spring has well and
truly sprung at the Tinnisburn Plants near Canonbie,
with these delicate, early-blooming scillas bringing a
splash of welcome colour to mark the end of winter. 
Sometimes called the squills, they are native to woodlands,

subalpine meadows, and seashores throughout Europe,
Africa and the Middle East – and while their flowers are
usually blue, they also bloom white, pink, and purple. With
warm, sunny weather forecast this weekend, owner Helen
Knowles, pictured, is looking forward to welcoming back
visitors to the nursery for the first time in over a year.
READ MORE on Page 8

Scintillating scillas

Deadwood Stage in town
LAODS ENJOYS FIRST MUSICAL RUN IN TWO YEARS: ‘CALAMITY JANE’  SEE PAGE 9

The E&L Advertiser says
Four million pounds is a lot of money at the best of times. 
So the initial proposals for a new sports and leisure centre
in Langholm were always going to be regarded as 
ambitious.
A year on, however, the team behind the project have

gone back to the drawing board and what appeared to be
out of reach now seems a far more realistic proposition. 
There’s still a long way to go, of course – not least because

of flooding concerns, which have still to be overcome. 
But with the Scottish Government’s stated intention of im-

proving the nation’s health, and with a dearth of existing 
facilities, the prospect of a fit-for-purpose facility for the
people of Langholm and Eskdale is not only welcome but
long overdue.

Facility would provide “huge health and wellbeing benefits for area”

By Nick Brownlee
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Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

Deaths
LONG, Sheila ‘Joy’

Formerly of Langholm. Passed away in the presence of
her family after a brave battle with cancer on
Wednesday 16th March 2022 aged 75 years. 
Joy, beloved wife of the late Geoffrey Philip Long, much
loved mum of Philippa and Jason and grandma to
Roseanne. Sorely missed by all.
Would friends please meet for service and cremation at
Mountsett Crematorium, Dipton on Tuesday 5th April at
11:00am. 
Family flowers only please, donations if so desired to
Macmillan and Amnesty International.
All Enquiries to:
Co-op Funeralcare,Victoria House, Front Street
Prudhoe NE42 5HN Tel: 01661 833078

Church Notices

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church Services
Sunday 27th March

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Social Distancing 
will be observed. 

Please wear masks. 
Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 73755.

Charity no. SCO11946

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale and

Canonbie Churches
welcome you to

Worship on Sunday
morning at 10am and
11:30 respectively. 

In line with
government guidance
Worshippers are

advised to do a Lateral
Flow test on Sunday
morning and will be
required to adhere to

current Covid
restrictions.

Rev Morag Crossan
on 07861736071 or
email mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk

In Memoriam

Bespoke and crea�ve events that 
capture special memories
Funeral, Memorial and 

celebra�on of life  ceremonies 
Baby naming ceremonies

Weddings and vow renewals 
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Canonbie & District have proudly planted
out four new flowering cherry trees to
mark Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth’s 
Platinum Jubilee. 
The cherries, which were supplied by the

community council, were planted in four dif-
ferent locations on Saturday by the Queen’s
representative for our area, Fiona Armstrong
Lord Lieutenant of Dumfries, assisted by her
deputy and local resident, John Hammond. 
The digging in started at Half Morton Hall,

Chapleknowe, followed by a ceremony at the
community garden in Evertown. The next
planting was at the War Memorial at Claygate,
with the final tree being planted at the playing
field in Canonbie. 
CC Secretary Carol Midwood said: “It was

a lovely event and great to see so many people
in each community come out to support us.”  

Plant a tree for the Jubilee

Lord Lieutenant Fiona Armstrong and Deputy John Hammond are supported by Claygate residents

Craig Irving has stepped down as
Pipe Major after 19 years calling
the tune with Langholm Pipe Band.
“It was a difficult decision fol-

lowing a lot of thought and con-
sideration,” he says, “after 21 years
with the band, it’s become like a
family to me.” 
And Craig, who started learning

the pipes when he was just eight,
says he’s extremely proud to have
led the band on so many great 
occasions. 
One of his most memorable out-

ings, in addition to all the Common
Ridings, was to the Braemar 
Highland Games three years in a
row. 
In 2009, he and his bandmates

met Her Majesty the Queen, The
Duke of Edinburgh and Prince
Charles, when they won Best Band
On The Day, out of 18 bands com-
peting. “It was quite a young band,”
says Craig, “and all the hard work
paid off – it gave us an insight into
what we could achieve when we
put our mind to it,” he says. “Prince
Charles was very taken with how
many young we had in the band.”
Craig’s full-time job piping takes

him all over the region and beyond,
for weddings and other events, and
sometimes overseas. He says 
experiencing covid and the lock-
downs made him realise the com-
mitment he was putting into the
band and forced him to reconsider
the importance of having more
time with his family. Happily
though, he will keep piping with
the Band. 
Craig wants to thank all the busi-

nesses and trustees and most of
all, the people of Langholm, for
accepting him as Pipe Major and
for all their generosity and support
over the years, which allowed him
to take his bandmates all over, to

events like Braemar and the 
Edinburgh Festival.
The Band’s still standing strong

with more than 35 members and
will continue to turn out under the
new leadership of Richard 
Henderson as Pipe Major, Nigel
Bell as Pipe Sergeant and Lennie
Bell as Drum Sergeant, who all
have the bands full support.  
New secretary and treasurer, Stacy

Wilson said, “We are very happy
to hear Craig won’t be leaving the
band completely. We are very grate-
ful for his commitment, hard work,
support and knowledge over the
last 19 years as Pipe Major and
thank him greatly for this.”
Meanwhile, Jackie Fletcher also

steps down, not only as a piper,
but also as secretary and treasurer
of the band too. 
“Jackie has worked very hard

over the years and will be sadly
missed in all capacities,” Stacy
Wilson said. Langholm Pipe Major

Craig Irving

New tune for 
Pipe Major

All change at Langholm Pipe Band

Craig Irving leads Langholm Pipe Band on Common Riding Day

MACKAY, Margaret

Peacefully on 19th March 2022, in Cumberland
Infirmary, Margaret Mackay, née Roebuck, Holmwood
Drive, Langholm, dear wife of Keith and a loving mother
and nana.
Funeral private.

In loving memory of 
Betty Little
a dearly loved 

mother, granny and great-granny, 
who died 25th March 2013.

Beautiful memories are treasured forever
of the happy times we spent together.

Loved and forever missed



It’s a case which has baffled
detectives for nearly 40 years.
Now, as a fresh investigation
is launched, NICK BROWNLEE
looks back at the mysterious
and unsolved disappearance
of Lockerbie bank clerk 
Marion Hodge.
To the casual observer there

was nothing extraordinary about
the young woman standing out-
side Dumfries bus station that
morning.
Dressed in a cream blouse and

grey skirt, and with her blue
canvas suitcase at her feet, 34-
year-old Marion Hodge looked
like any other passenger killing
time before her connection. 
Yet what happened next has

remained an unsolved mystery
for nearly 40 years, leaving sea-
soned detectives baffled and
feeding the imagination of thou-
sands of armchair sleuths. 
Because after that last, fleeting,

sighting, on July 6, 1984, the
married mother-of-two from the
Balgray area of Lockerbie was
never seen or heard from again. 
And, although she was 

declared legally dead 12 years
later, the question still remains
to this day: what really happened

to Marion Hodge?
Initially all that was known at

the time was that Marion, 
who worked as a clerk at the
Lockerbie branch of Clydesdale
Bank, was dropped off at 
Whitesands bus station at
7.30am that day by her husband
Bill, 39. 
When she failed to get in con-

tact, suspicions were aroused
almost immediately. Why did
she leave home on her son
Robert’s 15th birthday? Why
did she fail to send a birthday
card to her 13-year-old daughter
Kathryn? Why did she leave all
her rings behind? 
Most significantly of all, per-

haps, was why did Marion have
£1000 cash in her handbag on
the day she vanished – the equiv-
alent of £3,500 today? 
Within weeks, as the tabloid

press became interested in the
case, a darker narrative began
to emerge about the Hodge’s
seemingly happy marriage.
It was alleged that the night

before she disappeared, Bill
confronted Marion and accused
her of having an affair with
wealthy Lochmaben business-
man Bill Wells, 37 – something
he always denied. 

That same night, Marion is
said to have told her husband
she was leaving him. Mr Hodges
told police that she had then
asked him to drive her the 25-
minute trip to Dumfries the next
morning.
“I asked her what she was 

going to do, but she never said
anything,” he said. “That was
the last time I ever saw her.”
The last strange development

came three days later, when a
man with a local accent tele-
phoned Colin Barbour, one of
Marion’s workmates and close

friends from Dumfries. Accord-
ing to Barbour, the caller – who
was never traced – said that
Marion was “all right, but would
not be returning to work.”
An investigation lasting several

months eventually drew a blank,
although detectives were by
now convinced that Marion had
been murdered. In 2006, the
case was reopened and a man
briefly arrested, but again the
trail went cold.
Until now that is. Because

earlier this month, there was a
development – of sorts. At a

meeting in Lockerbie, Det Insp
Stephen McGrath, senior inves-
tigating officer with Police 
Scotland’s Unresolved Homicide
Investigation Team announced
he was reopening the Hodge
case once again. 
“There’s always new infor-

mation coming to light and new
witnesses have been identified
over the past 16 years since the
last investigation,” he explained.
“That led us to re-investigate

this case. Even today we have
officers out interviewing key
witnesses and people who have
been identified as having rele-
vant information.”
A few days later, Mr McGrath

repeated his appeal for infor-
mation on BBC’s Crimewatch
programme, hoping to jog mem-
ories from a year when Margaret
Thatcher was British Prime Min-
ister and Prince Harry was born.
Although they have not yet

explained the nature of the new
information, and no further 
arrests have been made, the po-
lice say they “confident” they
can crack the case this time. 
Until they do, a question mark

will always hang over the case
of Marion Hodge. 
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Flower
Show
helpers
needed

Organisers of Canonbie Flower
Show are appealing for volun-
teers to help on the day at this
year’s event. A meeting in the
village hall on Monday evening
at 7.30pm will debate the pos-
sibility of holding the show for
the first time in two years. 
One of the organisers, Janice

Shephard said: “We are looking
for around eight volunteers to
help all day from 7.30am to 6pm
– but even half a day, or a few
hours or any time at all would
be very helpful,” she said. 
Over the past few years, the

flower show organisers say
they’ve lost a lot of help and ex-
hibitors and so are looking for
new people to help out and also
to exhibit. 
If this sounds appealing and

you have time to spare and you
would like to support this popular
day, please contact Janice on
013873 75456 or on 0782561582.
Or you can reach Gillian on
01228 791900.

The mystery of missing Marion
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Owned by the Community : Published for the  Community
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ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

Little changes mean a lot

By Gilly Fraser

Small actions can result in
huge changes. That was
perhaps the main message
to emerge from an event
in Newcastleton this week,
asking people for their
ideas on how to protect
the local environment. It
was organised by Keep
Scotland Beautiful, a char-
ity which has three aims
in life – namely to combat
climate change, tackle litter

and waste, and protect and
enhance the places we live,
work and visit.

Examples were displayed
of initiatives undertaken in
other areas, such as com-
munity-owned windfarms, so-
lar power and e-bike
schemes. Lochwinnoch near
Glasgow runs a social 
enterprise car club with five
vehicles available for the use
of its 60 members. 

A Milngavie based micro-
brewery has teamed up with

a nearby Bakery to create
an award-winning beer from
leftover morning bread rolls. 
And people on Arran can 
enjoy the island’s lovely
scenery as they make their
journeys by e-bike, in a free
scheme open to all.

Described by Scottish 
Borders Council Energy 
Efficiency Champion Coun-
cillor Gordon Edgar as a 
‘vibrant village which always
looks to the future,’ 
Newcastleton already has a
community petrol station and
charging points for electric
vehicles. Forty homes have
been insulated under the
Scottish Government Home
Energy 

Efficiency Programme
HEEPS, which helps tackle
fuel poverty. And the newly
refurbished Buccleuch House
is heated by an air source
heat pump.

Five families recently took
part in a study using slow
cookers rather than traditional
ovens for cooking, thus sav-
ing money as well as energy.
Residents proved they are
keen to do more by adding
ideas and suggestions of

their own, which included
planting a meadow, creating
a community vegetable gar-
den, cleaning up riverbanks,
and allowing storm-damaged
woods to re-seed naturally
and evolve with minimal 
management.

Unit 2 Sandilands, Longtown
CA6 5LY  t. 01228 792497

1/2 Market Street, Carlisle
CA3 8QJ  t. 01228 739926

find your trail...
with a BIKE

www.bikeseven.co.uk

Newcastleton residents hear from Energy Efficiency guru
Gordon Edgar

Could latest police probe unlock 40-year riddle of “murdered” Lockerbie mum?

Missing: Marion Hodge DI Stephen McGrath
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Fundraisers for Ukraine

B        Copshaw
Library

By Gilly Fraser
People who enjoy dipping into 
a book while enjoying a cup of
tea or coffee and sampling a
home-baked cake, will be 
delighted to hear they can do
just that at the Copshaw Kitchen
in Newcastleton. The award-
winning restaurant is now home
to an ever-changing library of
second-hand books, gathered
together by the members of
LLAGS. 
The library was formerly

housed in Buccleuch House but
has now upped sticks and is
open in Copshaw Kitchen,
Wednesdays to Sundays from
10am until 4pm. The books cost
from 50 pence and all proceeds
will go towards village causes.
If anyone would like to donate
books to the library, LLAGS
members will be there to receive
them on Wednesdays between
10am and noon. 

■ COUNCIL
On Tuesday 09 March 2022, I
attended virtually a Members’
Workshop on 20 mph speed
limits across Dumfries & 
Galloway.  17 of the largest
towns have been identified,
Langholm being one. Some of
the smaller villages were also
identified through the Strategic
Timber Transport Scheme. For
the 20 mph speed limit, Canonbie,
Evertown and Eskdalemuir
were included. At the meeting,
I made the case for Rowanburn
and Bentpath to be included in
the Strategic Timber Transport
Scheme i.e. 20 mph. It was
eventually agreed and has been
written into the report.

■ ROADS AGAIN
The cost of fixing potholes

on Scotland’s crumbling road
network has been put at £1.7bn.
Council repair backlogs are now
running into hundreds of mil-
lions of pounds with Dumfries
& Galloway the worst offender.
Figures from Scottish local 
authorities via a Freedom of 
Information request estimate
the SNP/Labour controlled local
authority’s bill stands at over
£217m. The dire state of disre-
pair does not surprise me. We
see the disrepair in Annandale
East and Eskdale. You only need
to drive a short distance on any
of our local roads to see what a 
terrible state they’re in. 
Now we are the worst authority 
in Scotland. It is truly appalling
and I do not see the situation
improving in the near future. 
We have to keep asking this

question - the Scottish Govern-
ment are cutting Council budgets
despite the UK Block Grant 
increasing. At the end of the
day, the only people suffering
are motorists who are driving
on pothole ridden roads, risking
expensive repairs to their vehi-
cles. The cost of running a car
is going up year after year, yet
the roads are getting worse –
something is not right.

■ CHANGING PLACES
FACILITY

The trustees of The Eskdale
Foundation of which I am Vice
Chair are frequently asked
“what’s your next project?”
After the successful completion
of the conversion of the former
Police Station into four high
spec affordable flats, there has
been some discussion on pro-
viding a Changing Places facility
in the town. These facilities are
created to meet the needs of
children and adults with complex
care needs. They need appro-
priate equipment and more space
than normal disabled toilets.
They are usually housed in shop-
ping centres, leisure centres or
new stand alone buildings. 
Firstly feasibility studies will
need to be carried out, so as
they say “watch this space “

■ CHARGING POINTS
KILNGREEN 
(UNBELIEVABLE)

There has been some sugges-
tion that the electricity used at
these charging points was free.
I did not believe this BUT after
talking to a colleague from the
Council at the start of the charg-
ing points being operational,
there was some sort of mal-
function when there was a
change of operators and people
were getting free electricity for
a short period. That has now
been rectified and I believe the
Council will be reimbursed for
the electricity used during that
period by Transport Scotland.

Councillor Ron Tait

Councillor’s comments
Timely reflections from Cllr Ronnie Tait

NEWS
IN BRIEF

Brewing support for Lviv
Langholm’s Borderlands Brewery has joined forces
with the international brewing community to assist
with the escalating humanitarian crisis in Ukraine. 
Pravda Brewery in Lviv has switched its role from
brewing beer to defense and its 30 strong workforce
are now engaged in defending the city. 
The Pravda Brewery was founded in 2014 and pro-
duces western style beers with a Ukrainian twist. 
Pravda has made its recipes available, asking other
brewers to make their beer, with the proceeds raised
going directly to those so badly affected by the
conflict. 
After being contacted by Dumfries organisation
'Beer without Borders', Stuart Campbell agreed to
take part and together with other UK breweries, his
Borderlands Brewery will be producing a Pravda
American Red Ale known as 'Red Eyes,' in a limited
batch. It’s intended that once the first cask is ready, it
will be tapped and available at the Brewery, with the
remaining beer distributed for sale around Scotland.

The Pravda beer theatre in Lviv

Lunch adds to Smiles 
Canonbie Church Community Café hosted a fundrais-
ing lunch to support the displaced people of Ukraine.
Soup and sandwiches were provided by committee
members and a talk was given by Minister Morag
Crossan. Morag talked about the work of the Smiles
Foundation and her visits for the past 20 years to
one of its mission locations on the Ukrainian and
Romanian border. 
Since the conflict began, the foundation has been
receiving refugees crossing the border, mainly women
and children seeking safety and mostly on foot. They
are given food and shelter, and a safe place to rest,
along with essential items. Onward transport is also
arranged throughout Europe. 
The lunch event at the cafe was well attended and
over £400 was raised to help the crisis. The  committee
would like to thank all those who attended from
Canonbie, Newcastleton and Langholm. It also wishes
to thank those who were unable to attend but who
sent generous donations.

Hats on for Ukraine
Rowanburn Resident Marina Dinwoodie was so heart-
broken watching the news about the atrocities in
Ukraine, that she was inspired to pick up her knitting
needles and knit 20 hats in the colours of the Ukrainian
flag. Hearing of the plight of the children she then
knitted 40 pairs of mittens in blue, yellow and pink.
She said: “I know 40 isn’t a lot but I feel I’m doing my
bit for them and if everyone does a little it will go a
long way. And it’s great how everyone here is helping
enormously”.
Marina has donated a Paddington Bear to be raffled
off in the Welcome to Langholm shop where you can
buy tickets during opening hours
Monday to Saturday 10.30am to
1pm.  You can also continue to
donate goods at the Welcome
to Langholm shop. Currently the
Old Post Office is being used
as a storage point for the 
donations. 

Marina Dinwoodie of Rowanburn has been knitting like mad
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Freeman Status for
Legion Scotland

Ewes SWI
By Nancy McLure

Flicking away imaginary cob-
webs, offering round a tray of
champagne filled glasses and
playing the scales on a grand
piano were just some of the move-
ments practised by members of
Ewes SWI during Chair Yoga
with Catriona Orr at this month’s
meeting in Ewes Hall.
Yoga teacher, Catriona, empha-

sised the need for ease of move-
ment and flexibility as people
age, whilst reminding everyone
to listen to their body and to stop
stretching if in pain. 
Everyone enjoyed the feeling

of well-being and were interested
to hear of Catriona’s plans for
local Chair Yoga classes. 
Catriona judged our competi-

tions, the results being: Favourite
Poem: 1st Nancy McLure, The
Lake Isle of Innisfree,  2nd Grace
Brown, Cuddle Doon, 3rd 
Marjorie Pringle, Look For Me
In Rainbows
Homemade Cushion Cover: 1st

Grace Brown, 2nd Joan Cubbon,
3rd equal Anne Hannah and 
Marjorie Pringle.
Supper was served by Anne

Wood and Joan Cubbon before
the raffle. Marjorie Pringle, Tessa
Lumley, Lorraine Morton and
Ada Bell received prizes for com-
ing 2nd equal in the Dumfriesshire
Federation General Knowledge
Quiz and a discussion of future
Dumfriesshire Federation events
rounded off the evening.

Archie Dryburgh MBE to welcome Crichton Parade veterans
The Centenary celebrations
of the Royal British Legion
Scotland will continue this
weekend when the special hon-
orary title of Freeman Status
of Dumfries and Galloway is
conferred upon the charity, in
recognition of its longstanding
service to veterans and their
families. 
Around a hundred ex-servicemen

from across Scotland are ex-
pected to gather for a Parade at
the Crichton to mark the occasion
on Saturday afternoon. 
The RBLS is the largest mem-

ber led ex-forces charity north
of the border and has helped
thousands of ex-military per-
sonnel and their families since
its inception one hundred years
ago.
A similar honour was extended

to the charity in 2004, when
Perth gave the RBLS Freedom
of the City. The charity holds
its national conference there ev-
ery year.
It will be the first outing for

the charity’s new National Pres-
ident, Rear Admiral Mark Bev-

erstock BSc(Eng) CEng FIEE
CCMI CMgr. He’ll take pos-
session of the citation. Mark
Beverstock, grew up in Paisley
and is a veteran of the Falklands
War, which started just as he
passed out of training college.
He went on to serve 37 years in
the Royal Navy, being promoted
through the ranks to Rear Ad-
miral. 
This weekend’s Centenary

event has been driven by the 
region’s Armed Forces 
Champion, Archie Dryburgh
MBE. Cllr Dryburgh was recog-
nised in the 2019 Queen’s New
Year Honours for his constant
support of veterans and their
families.
The former Gordon 

Highlander, also spearheaded
the region’s WWI centenary and
Quintinshill Rail Disaster com-
memoration event in 2015, 
remembering the 227 lives lost
near Gretna Green in May 1915,
most of them soldiers.
The Royal British Legion 

Scotland began its centenary
celebrations last summer on 18th

June. Founder Field Marshall
Earl Haig worked tirelessly after
the end of WW1 to ensure that
those who survived and fought
to re-establish themselves back
into civilian life were welcomed
and provided with the support
they needed. That work has con-
tinued for 100 years.

The public are invited to watch
the Crichton Parade on Saturday,
which will start its march just
before 1pm.  Annan and 
Dumfries Town Bands will 
accompany the ex-servicemen.
RBLS Branch Standards, 
Veterans Garden Standard and
Regimental Associations will

also all be represented. 
A ceremony for invited guests

in The Crichton Church will fol-
low the Parade, where the signing
of the Freeman Book will take
place. Pipe Major Maltman will
play at the ceremony. A civic
reception in the Duncan Rooms
at Easterbrook Hall will follow
on and the Queen’s Represen-
tative and Lord Lieutenant for
Dumfriesshire, Fiona Armstrong,
will be present throughout. 

IN BRIEF

These Rugby players from Sunderland enjoyed rafting down the river Esk
from Langholm to Canonbie last Friday. They were on an adventure
weekend organised by a team from the Lake District
The organiser, pictured above on the right, said it was the first time they had

planned an outing from The Lakes to try the Esk. He said the river Esk provides
a perfect stretch of water for rafters and canoeists.
So the E&L asks, is there perhaps some untapped potential here for an 

Adventure Centre in Langholm?  Answers on a postcard.
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Rear Admiral Mark Beverstock BSc(Eng) CEng FIEE CCMI CMgr

Mackems in the Muckle

Mackems Rafters taking advantage of Langholm’s weather and water
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Cllr Archie Dryburgh is the region’s
Armed Forces Champion
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Sanquhar farmer Jim Walker
says the global impact of the
war in the Ukraine means
farmers must plan for the
worst. 
Writing in The Scottish Farmer,

the former NFUS President
warns the consequences of
Putin’s barbarity are already
having a greater impact than
the first two years of WW2.
And he says the fallout will be
felt for years to come. 
With the price of fuel, energy,

fertiliser and feeds at levels
never imagined, Walker says
his own increased costs will be
well over £150,000 in the current
financial year. 
“This kind of cost increase

means that finished cattle will
need to be at least 70p/kg/dw
more than they were. So, the
breakeven price will need to be
over £4.70/kg/dw at today’s
costs. Therefore, to do any good,
cattle will need to be £5/kg/dw,
no argument, dispute,” he says.
“And we live in Dumfriesshire,
beside a main road, what about
those who are trying to farm

with a ferry supplying them, or
a four to five hour long lorry
journey across the Rest and Be
Thankful. What hope for them?” 
He added, “Of course, it’s not

just beef – dairy, pigs and poultry
margins were already creaking,
as inputs have gone through the
roof and prices unsustainably
low.” Mr Walker also says the
noise around 'net zero' is being
drowned out, as ordinary people
and businesses fight for survival.
He says those who favour a 
reduction in livestock numbers
in Scotland will be quietly 
delighted.

Decimated
With cull cow prices now at

record levels and the profitability
of smaller beef farms being 
decimated, the inevitable con-
sequence, he says, is fewer beef
and dairy cows in Scotland.
“This is not sometime in the

future, but in the next few weeks
and months. If you can’t afford
to feed them or fertilise the
fields to turn them out and cull
cow prices are at record levels,

who can blame folk for getting
out – it’s the right thing to do.” 
“Scotland now finally does have

an agricultural policy, but it has
been developed and implemented
by Vladimir Putin.”

“With no agricultural policy
and none coming in the foresee-
able future, it’s every man and
woman for themselves. My advice
is ‘think the unthinkable and plan
for the worst’.

“There will be no leadership
and no help coming from any-
body, so each individual business
will have to scenario-plan for
survival, whatever that might
mean.”

“Tesco and Sainsbury do not
protect, or deal with our food
security because they grow and
produce nothing.” 
However, Mr Walker believes

in the midst of disaster,  victory
can be snatched from the jaws
of defeat.

Solution
“Our victory will be defined

by those who can survive the
short term by battening down
the hatches for long enough.
For those of us that make it,
there will be a brighter future
as we are part of the solution to
this food security issue, not the
problem as the vocal minority
and some ill-informed policy
makers would claim.”
“Why? Because rural 

Scotland’s value will be recog-
nised as being more than a tree
hugger’s playground for flowers,
butterflies and wolves. Farming
is a serious business, providing
a valuable, irreplaceable service
to our people by growing food,
as well as managing the 
environment.”

Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES
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Sanquhar farmer and former NFUS president Jim Walker
Photo courtesy of The Scottish Farmer

C&D Auction Marts Limited had
forward 8,863 sheep comprising
of 5,696 prime hoggs and 3,167
cast ewes & rams at their weekly
sale at Longtown on Thursday
17th March 2022.
An offering consisting of all hill

cows were forward and met a com-
petitive trade throughout, as al-
ways, more numbers required on a
weekly basis to fulfil demand. The
sale topped at £1,062 from TN
Cavers & Co., Sorbie, Langholm.
Top per kilo of 154p also from Sor-
bie.
A larger show of 5,696 prime

hoggs were forward, with good
quality well fed hoggs selling to a
premium whereas hoggs lacking
meat proving harder to cash on the
week. Lightweight hoggs 32-38kg
met a serious demand, many more
of these types could be sold to ven-
dor advantage.
Beltex hoggs topped the price

per kilo at 433p from DS & RC Tay-
lor, Easter Ochtermuthill, Perth,
who’s run of 21 tremendous hoggs
went on to average 373p and
£163.14.  
Top price per head of £186 for

Beltex hoggs also from Easter

Ochtermuthill, Perth.  
An overall sale average of

249.2ppk (SQQ 256.7ppk) was
achieved.

PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER KILO)
Beltex 433p, 417p, 383p Easter
Ochtermuthill, 329p Drummuie,
324p Easter Ochtermuthill.  
Hill Cheviot 313p Ellary, 298p
Haresteads, 294p North House,
281p Meikledale.
Texel 305p Bridge End, 297p
East Raffles, 295p Ridsdale, 293p
Haresteads, 292p Kirkbride
&Weeds, 290p Kilnford Croft &
Kirkbride.
Suffolk 284p Fairnilee, 280p
Chirdon, 277p North House, 264p
Braehill, 263p West Hillhead.
Mule 271p Haresteads, 265p
Broadmea, 256p The Heugh,
255p Gartvaigh.  
Charollais 270p Broomhills.  
Herdwick 270p Millriggs.  
North Country Cheviot 269p
Balmaglester & Ellary, 268p Daill
& Oswie, 267p Aucharua, 265p
Allfornaught.     
Blackface 267p Eriff, 265p Tangy,
258p Ellary, 257p Arnicle & Cam-

phill, 255p Galleyweay.    
PRINCIPAL PRICE (PER HEAD)
Beltex £186, £171, £157, £149
Easter Ochtermuthill, £149 Com-
longun Mains, £143 Tinnishall.  
Texel £149 Bombie, £148 Laird-
laugh, £143 Bombie, £141 Mains
of Machermore, £140 Lairdlaugh,
£138 Meikle Fieldie, £137
Bombie, £135 Cardewlees.
Bluefaced Leicester £127 Blake-
hopeburnhaugh.
Suffolk £126 Kilnford Croft, £124
Lairdlaugh, £121 Comlongun
Mains & West Hillhead, £120
High Machriemore, Westernhope-
burn & Gartvaigh.    
North Country Cheviot £123
Guardsmill, £123, £121
Nethermyres, £120 Aucharua &
Craigens.
Blackface £121 Kirkland, £119
Meikle Fieldie, Corsebank & Cam-
phill, £118 Kirkland.  
Hill Cheviot £121 Fingland, £120
Kirkton, £118 Becks, £117 Kirkton.
Charollais £121 Tinnishall.
Mule £119 Kirkhouse, £115
Kilkeddan, £114 Oswie & Kirk-
house.
Cheviot Mule £117 Newton of
Logierait, £115 Fell End. 

A similar show of 3,167 ewes
were forward, with all classes of
strong ewes being sharper on
the week, as numbers begin to
tighten many more are required
week on week for our large ring-
side of buyers.
Heavy ewes sold to a top of £238
for Texels shown by GD Pate &
Sons, Stobshiel Mains, East 
Lothian.
Suffolk ewes sold at £210 from CJ
Roots, Kilnford Croft, Dumfries.  
Mule ewes to £152 from H Sloan &
Son, Broomhills, Lockerbie.
Hill ewes topped at £120 for Black-
face ewes from Kirkland Farming,
Kirkconnell and from R Wallace &
Co., Mains of Collin, Auchencairn.
Rams topping at £210 for Texels
from P & C McCleary, Becton Hall
Bar, Chapelknowe.

HEAVY EWES
Texel £238 Stobshiel Mains, £232
Hollins, £230 Beckfoot, £220 Al-
lanshaws & Catslackburn, £218
Seymour House & Mains of
Machermore, £212 Dockray Hall &
Woodcroft.       
Suffolk £210 Kilnford Croft, £200
Seymour House, £190 Calf Park,

£182 Kilnford Croft, £180 Calf
Park.    
Beltex £176 Hillhouse, £170
Easter Ochtermuthill.  
Charollais £192 Viewley, £188
Heatherglen & Thackwood, £184
Beckfoot.
Mule £152 Broomhills, £139 Pil-
muir, £136 Broomhills, £134 Bid-
lake, £130 Viewley, £129
Kilkeddan, Cadgillhead & Hollin
Close, £128 Low Dunashery &
Crewe.   
North Country Cheviot £152 Sto-
bshiel Mains, £149 Viewley, £139
Mains of Machermore, £136 High
Moat, £134 Stobshiel Mains, £132
Mains of Machermore.
Cheviot Mule £147 Lower Ard-
mannoch, £144 Stobshiel Mains,
£140 Pilmuir, £136 Bidlake, £132,
£130 Lower Ardmannoch.  
Blue Texel £154 Craigslea.

LIGHT EWES
Blackface £120 Kirkland, £120,
£113 Mains of Collin, £109 View-
ley, £108, £102 Mains of Collin,
£101 Meggethead.  
Kerry Hill £119 Bidlake.    
Easycare £113 Barnside, £110
Godscroft.

Hill Cheviot £106 Hindhope, £98
Mount Benger, £97 Bidlake, £90
Largie & Sundhope.
Swaledale £104 Broadmea.

RAMS
Texel £210 Becton Hall Bar, £182
Kilkeddan, £180 Viewley.  
Bluefaced Leicester £206
Todsykehead.  
Charollais £178 Viewley, £165
Beckfoot.  
North Country Cheviot £160 Sto-
bshiel Mains, £148 Kirkton.  
Zwartble £144 Whitehill.
Suffolk £144 Viewley.
Blackface £140 Kirkland, £135
Killeonan.
Cheviot £120 Meikledale.

Averages:
Hoggs
Light to               313.0p (243.0p)
Standard to         329.0p (259.2p)
Medium to          433.0p (257.1p)
Heavy to             324.0p (234.4p)
Ewes
Light to             £120.00 (£75.40) 
Heavy to         £238.00 (£131.60)
Rams to         £210.00 (£121.85)

Around the marts

Plan for a Survival scenario
In my opinion......
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Probus hears Ogilvie Online subscriptions to the

are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read

anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT!  

Covid 
rules 
update
Scottish secondary school
pupils will have to keep wear-
ing face coverings in certain
areas after the Easter holidays.
The Scottish government con-
firmed the measure will apply
to every school in the country.
Masks will need to be worn
by pupils and staff in communal
areas and when moving around
inside school buildings. It
comes amid speculation that
the rules on face coverings for
the general public in shops and
on public transport will be con-
verted to guidance at the be-
ginning of next month.
On Monday, the First Minister
told MSPs in Holyrood that it
would be "prudent" to keep
mask rules in place due to a
spike in cases. Nicola Sturgeon
said a sharp rise in infections
was putting "significant pres-
sure on hospital capacity" but
that vaccines were still giving
people good protection. She
also told MSPs that mass testing
will be wound down in April,
with routine testing and contact
tracing due to end by May.

Work on short-term flood
management measures could
get underway in Newcastleton
in late spring or early summer. 

A special exhibition has been
held in the village as part of a
consultation process to assess
local opinion on the best way
forward. Scottish Borders
Council is proposing to site a
bund, or embankment along
a stretch of the riverside, as
Ian Chalmers, Engineer in
Flood and Coastal Manage-
ment explains. 
“The key aspects of the works
we presented are that we are
planning to install a 0.3m bund
for a length of 365m from Walter
Street to Mid Liddel Street on
the grassy area next to the road.
This is designed as a short-term
solution that will provide max-
imum benefit up to around a
one in thirty years flood event.”
The bund as planned would
provide a reduction in flood
risk to several streets in the vil-
lage, including Union Street,
George Street, Doncaster Street,
Copshaw Place and south 

Hermitage Street, which have
all been badly affected by flood-
ing in the past.
Reactions to the plans have
been generally supportive, but
some residents fear the bund
could have a detrimental impact
on a favourite part of the village,
spoiling some much-loved
views. Ian Chalmers says that
shouldn’t happen. 
“Part of our thought process
with the embankment was that
it would be relatively non-
obtrusive and wouldn’t have
too much visual detriment. It’s

not that it wouldn’t be noticed
at all but it should tie in quite
well to the local area.”

Higher
Some residents have called
for the bund to be higher than
0.3m and it’s understood this
possibility may also now be
considered. An alternative pro-
posal to remove the Holm
Bridge has been rejected on the
basis of being high cost for lim-
ited benefit, and channel dredg-

ing has been judged unfeasible
because of bedrock in the river.  
The consensus is unanimous
that something must be done to
protect the village from the kind
of floods suffered in February
2020 and then again, almost a
year to the day later, in 2021.
More than eighty homes and
businesses were affected, and
many locals say they still feel
really stressed every time heavy
rain is forecast.
“The next steps are for the

consultation process to be com-
pleted and from there Scottish
Borders Council will assess re-
sponses and analyse the next
steps to be taken. The aim is to
install the embankment within
2022, if there’s a positive re-
sponse from the community.”
It's not clear how much the
new embankment is likely to
cost, but Ian says it will be
funded by Scottish Borders
Council. Longer-term and much
more expensive flood prevention
measures would have to be funded
by the Scottish Government. 

The exhibition in Newcastleton showed residents the key aspects
of the proposed works

IN BRIEFNewcastleton flood 
measures in place soon

by Brian Hinchcliffe

Members Of Langholm
Probus Club were last week
treated to a fascinating dis-
course on the Borders poet
W.H. Ogilvie.
Langholm’s historian, Billy
Young, gave an exciting 
account of the life of William
Henry Ogilvie at the Eskdale
Hotel.
He read a selection of his

poems to the score of mem-
bers plus guests Sandra
Ritchie, and Ann Holt, 
secretary of the Ogilvie
Memorial Trust. 
Ogilvie was born in Kelso
and later emigrated to 
Australia and lived as an 
Outback horse-riding stock-
man, writing of the hard and
robust beauty of Australia,
where his poetry is still 
admired, read and performed. 
Returning to the Borders
in 1901, his attention 
focussed on our Borders land-
scapes, the people and espe-
cially, their horses.
Billy Young’s reading aloud
of a selection of Ogilvie’s
poems vividly brought to life
the poet’s rhythms and images
of our own superb landscapes.

His words beautifully evoke
the rugged charm of the 
Scottish Borders and its 
people.
In the conversations fol-

lowing Billy’s talk, many
members spoke of having
heard of Ogilvie the poet but
said they were surprised and
delighted by this introduction
to the powerful verses that

speak so eloquently of the 
Borderlands. 
One poem especially, “The
Road to Roberton”, struck a
vibrant, unforgettable note.
Many members took the
opportunity to peruse and
purchase the anthologies on
show, which are also available
at the Welcome to Langholm
shop in the High Street.

Gilly Fraser reports on latest flood management exhibition
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The Borders poet Will H Ogilvie



By Jane McCarthy

On Monday - out of the dark
and desolate past two years -
burst forth the long awaited
LAODS production of Calamity
Jane.  It was a performance
tinged with sadness, but it was
also a huge celebration of the
talents of the much-lamented
Bob McLure, the original 
inspirational director and pro-
ducer of Calamity Jane, which
was due to be performed two
years ago this week. 
Following Bob’s untimely
death in June 2020, the multi-
talented Glen Cavers expertly
took over the reins (when per-
mitted) and sticking to Bob’s
notes, the show eventually went
on, despite several cast and
backstage members succumbing
to the dreaded Covid this week.  
The lead roles were all very
strong, ably supported by a tal-
ented and enthusiastic chorus.
Leona Mason (Calamity) and
Glen Cavers’ (Bill Hickok) ren-
dition of Secret Love was
exquisite, their voices beautifully
complimenting each other. There
were also some very funny per-

formances by  Les Murray
(Francis Fryer), Michael Clark
( Henry Miller) and Alan 
Weatherstone (Rattlesnake).  It’s
unfair, maybe, to pick out indi-
viduals, as the strength of
LAODS is the collaboration of
its cast and crew. 
Seasoned MD Anne Halliday
expertly conducted a very good
small orchestra of musicians.
How wonderful it was to hear
live music again.  In LAODS
99th year, it is great to see them

still performing classic musicals
like this, even though they might
not be terribly ‘PC’, the music
will never grow old.  
I wonder what joys they have
in store for us in their Centenary
year. 

It all began in May 2019, when
I became the custodian of an
assortment of over 200 pots
of Scilla (Chionodoxa) from
the North East writes E&L
gardening expert Helen
Knowles.
This amazing collection was
the result of decades of work
by the late Dr Dickinson; a
prominent virologist who 
developed a passion for these
delightful bulbs and who bred
many cultivars (not available
commercially but form the
bulk of the collection). 
Following the death of Dr
Dickinson, the collection was
temporarily held at the home
of his daughter Jane but a
permanent home was needed
and that’s when I offered to
take them on. Dr Dickinson
had held the prestigious 
National Collection status 
for his bulbs but this was 
rescinded; not uncommon
when collections change own-
ership and it was up to me to
get the collection back into
good enough condition to meet
the criteria to be awarded 
National Collection status once
again. 
Until recently, Chionodoxa
were recognised as a section
within the species Scilla. How-
ever, they have all now been
renamed Scilla. One of the first
bulbs to flower in Spring, they
are also known as ‘Glory of
the Snow’ as many Scilla grow
at high altitude in Eastern 
Europe and they appear in their
multitudes as the winter snows
melt, carpeting the ground with
starry blue flowers. 

Floriferous
These are very hardy little
bulbs and if allowed to self-
seed they will naturalise, making
them ideal for growing under
shrubs and trees or in lawns as
well as in mixed borders, rock-
eries or even pots. Several cul-
tivars are available commercially
and include pinks and white as
well as the more usual blue
flowers. For a bulb that is so
hardy, floriferous and trouble
free they do seem to be rather
overlooked by gardeners and
that is such a shame. 
In 2020, I was awarded 
National Collection status for
the Scilla (Chionodoxa) collec-
tion. It mainly comprises the
Scilla luciliae that Dr Dickinson
bred so many cultivars of but
includes a number of other taxa
and cultivars, one of my

favourites being Scilla tomoli
‘Inverleith’ which has deep blue
flowers with pure white centres.
Dr Dickinson collected this par-
ticular bulb from the Royal
Botanic Gardens Edinburgh
where it grew in profusion.
Shortly afterwards, the whole
area was cleared and planted
with Rhododendrons and it is
doubtful that any of these bulbs
still survive in the botanic gar-
dens. This is one of many rea-
sons why National Collections
are so important. 
For the first time in many
years, the National Collection
can be viewed this weekend on
Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th
March at Tinnisburn Plants, just
outside Canonbie. The pots of
bulbs are housed in specially
constructed coldframes. A very
limited number of Scilla bulbs
from the collection will be for
sale in the nursery.
Both the garden and nursery
will be open from 10am to 4pm
and The Old Byre will open its
doors for the very first time,
serving a selection of hot and
cold drinks, cakes, scones, soup
and Carol’s famous sausage
rolls. 
For more information, please
go to  https://tinnisburn.co.uk
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Dr Dickinson’s 
legacy lives on LAODS pulls it off again

Stunning scilla collection on display in Canonbie this weekend The Deadwood Stage finally arrives after a long, calamitous journey

The prestigious National Collection of Scilla is now housed at Tinnisburn Plants in Canonbie

E & L gardening columnist Helen Knowles takes great pride in caring for the hardy little plants

Langholm Baby & Toddler
Group showed its support
for the people of Ukraine
last Wednesday when their
class took on a yellow and
blue theme. 
Stones and pictures were

painted, even the children’s
outfits and the snacks
matched the colours of the
Ukraine flag! 
Sharon Abaran kindly made
and decorated the cakes and

biscuits and the entry fee for
the group was donated to
the Red Cross. Organisers
say it was a fantastic and
fun morning and great to
send a donation to a worthy

cause. The group are busy
selling squares and preparing
for their pop-up shop cake
sale, which is happening this
Saturday 26th March at
9.30am until they sell out.

Funds from the cake sale
will go towards running of
the group. Thanks goes to
everyone who has supported
the event so far! 
A reminder that all parents

and guardians and grand-
parents are welcome to go
along to the group every
Wednesday morning from
9.45 to 11.45am in the Studio. 
Please see the group’s 
Facebook page for more 
information.

Babies show support in blue and yellow

Langholm Baby & Toddler Group are suppprting the people of Ukraine with their blue and yellow themed class

Clockwise:
Leona Mason and Glen Cavers

as Calamity Jane and Bill Hickok
The Golden Garter dancers
Les Murray as Francis Fryer

Michael Clarke as Henry Miller
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Dedicated
Doctor
A doctor from Dumfries & 
Galloway Royal Infirmary has
travelled to Ukraine to assist
thefamilies being displaced by
the war. 
Dr Freda Newlands, who’s a
specialist in emergency
medicine, is undertaking the
support work with the frontline
medical aid charity, UK-Med.
She and her colleagues are
working with local health
providers and international 
organisations in Ukraine, to 
establish how best to address
the needs of the millions being
internally displaced across the
country since the conflict began. 

“Everyone is so grateful for
our being here,” said Freda,
“one young man whom I met
in a shop in Rzeszow close to
the Polish border, put his hand
on his heart to thank us for our
help, and he started to cry. It
was deeply moving and made
me feel desperately helpless.” 
This is Dr Newland’s second
deployment with UK-Med. The
Dumfries doctor is highly
skilled from working in crisis
zones, including in the 
Rohingya refugee camps and
with war wounded patients in
North Jordan. 
Freda says she feels far from
the war, working in the west
of Ukraine, but she says the
impact on the western cities 
is overwhelming. “They are
flooded with people escaping
to find peace and security’
“It is clear that women and
children need medical support.
Imagine overcrowded dormi-
tories, poor sanitation, no 
hygiene facilities and lack of
laundry facilities.  This is the
perfect recipe for the potential
spread of infection, so we hope
to provide primary care for
them.”

IN BRIEF Copshaw added to
Healthy Walking scheme
Gilly Fraser tell us about walkers killing two birds with one stone

A popular Borders-based
scheme which has been
working to improve health
through walking for the
past twelve years has now
added Newcastleton to its
list of great locations. The
Healthy Walking project is
organised jointly by 
Scottish Borders Council
and NHS Borders. It began
with just five walks and
now, with the addition of
Newcastleton, has 34, all
of them free. 
“They are all Health Walks,

so we look for good and easy
terrain, starting from a central
location with facilities. They
last up to one hour and need
to be easily accessible for
all,” says Project Co-ordinator
Denise Carmichael. “We also
have Walk It Easy, for those
with mobility issues or long-
term health conditions. We
also do Walk It Further, which
is one hour plus.”
Denise says the walks have

a very definite purpose. 
“Health, happiness and 

social wellbeing. We have
so many people who join us
every week across the 
Borders. We want to encour-
age everyone to be active

with us and enjoy the won-
derful area in which we live.
The feedback we get from
walkers is amazing, we see
so many benefits to physical,
social and mental health. 
riendships are made and we 
always have a free cuppa at
the end, funded by us, which
is great for social 

interaction.”
Those taking part in the

first Newcastleton walk 
decided to make the most of
their time by doing a litter
pick as they went along and
came back with five full bags.
Denise says the walks often
have an extra element.
“We do lots of different

things – litter picking, strength
and balance exercises, bits
of history, flora and fauna
discussion and spotting, and
of course, lots of chatting!”
The walks are always guided

by trained volunteers and
Denise says she’s always on
the lookout for more help.
“Yes always – I run online

training where volunteers
come along and undertake
training to be a certified Walk
Leader.”
Regular walks are now 

being held in Newcastleton,
starting off from Buccleuch
House. Details can be found
on the Scottish Borders
Council Walk It page. 

Newcastleton residents taking part in the new project decided to pick up some litter whilst walking out

By Nick Brownlee

A Longtown-based construction and civil engineering firm is offering the civil
engineers of the future the chance to kick-start a new career.
R H Irving Construction wants to take on six apprentices at their head office at

Borders Business Park, where they will learn high-level skills such as quantity
surveying, estimating, engineering and administration.
Working closely with specialist teams in a fast-paced environment, the apprentices

will gain invaluable, hands-on experience of all aspects of the industry and be
directly involved in a range of exciting new construction projects.
Managing director Mark Moodycliffe said: “They won’t be sitting around counting

paperclips. We are looking to recruit the civil engineers of the future, and the only
way to do that is by involving them at the sharp end of our busy day-to-day opera-
tions.”
“There’s so much more to construction than bricks and mortar. It’s a multi-skilled 

industry, with something for everybody – and this is a fantastic opportunity for bright,
enthusiastic young people to not only make their mark but to realise their potential.” 
The apprenticeships are open to anyone who’s aged 16 and over, and R H Irving

will be hosting an open day in April for all those who are interested. 

Apprenticeship opportunities
Eskdale construction firm calls for the “next generation”  

R H Irving Construction Managing Director Mark Moodycliffe

Dr Freda Newlands
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Please send your events for this FREE  listing below, to sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

If you have compiled a quiz - 
or a crossword - 

you would like to send in to the E&L, 
we would be delighted to publish it.

You can either pop it through the door,
(54 High Street, Langholm)

hand it in to the office or email it to 
sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

WHAT’S ON IN ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE 
MARCH

Mon 21st -
Sat 26th LAODS Calamity Jane Bucleuch Centre 

Sat 26th 

Flowers by Kathryn 10am to 12 noon The Wee Workshop 
(between E&L and Carrie Hair)

Langholm Baby & Toddler Fundraiser
9.30am Langholm Pop up Shop

Creation Mill - Intro to needle felt with Ann
Smith The Studio, Langholm

Tues 29th Creation Mill - Sewing class 1-3pm Eskdalemuir Community Hub

APRIL
Tues 5th Free Tennis Camp age 5 to 9 years, 3-

5pm Canonbie Tennis Courts

Wed 6th Free Tennis Camp age 10yrs+ 3-5pm Canonbie Tennis Courts

Sat 9th Ceilidh and Raffle for Marie Curie 7.30pm Langholm Social Club

Tues 12th Free Tennis Camp age 5 to 9 years 10am to 12
noon. Age 10+ years 12 noon to 2pm. Canonbie Tennis Courts

Sat 16th Pre-school children Easter fun 10-12 Canonbie Community Cafe

Sun 17th Langholm Horseracing Association 
meeting 2pm Castleholm

Sun 24th Langholm Accordian & Fiddle Club and
guests Langholm Social Club 2-5pm

FFeerrnn
CCeerraammiiccss
SSttuuddiioo

Opening at Hagg on Esk off the A7 by the Hollows.
Monday/Wednesday/Thursday 10am to 4pm.
Additional Easter opening from 1st to 15th April

Tuesday/Friday/Saturday 10am to 5pm 
Showcasing locally made arts and crafts. 

Coffee and Cake.
Children's Egg hunt and meet 

Easter ducklings Daisy and Bluebell 

BEPUZZLED

LOCAL 
NOTICEBOARD
Advertise on the
NOTICEBOARD

this size
5cm x 1col

only

£15 inc VAT

LOCAL NOTICEBOARD
Advertise on the
NOTICEBOARD

this size 5cm x 2col 
only

£20 inc VAT
Contact: sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

ANSWERS on Page 15...no cheating!!

 1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8 9

10 11

12

13 14

15 16 17

18

19 20

21 22

Across
   1       Utterly senseless (6)
   4       Dry red Spanish wine (5)
   8       Plain variety (7)
   9       Operated by sound waves (5)
 10       Wander (4)
 11       Galilee native (7)
 13       Unworkable (13)
 15       Largest penguin (7)
 17       Legal instrument (4)
 19       Minor actor in crowd scenes (5)
 20       Aardvark (3,4)
 21       Sum (5)
 22       Israeli currency (6)

Down
   1       Paid announcement (13)
   2       Tanner's aid (7)
   3       Depend (4)
   4       Confine (8)
   5       Unit of weight (5)
   6       Relating to building design (13)
   7       Born in early December, 
            perhaps (11)
 12       Affliction of cats and other 
            fur-lickers (8)
 14       Violently frenzied (7)
 16       Small in number (5)
 18       Home of Salt Lake City (4)

The E&L CROSSWORD...No.5

Faw Side 
Community Group

Invite you to a

SSpprriinngg CCrreeaamm TTeeaa
in Ewes Community Hall
On Sunday 3rd April 2022 

Between 2 and 4pm
Cost £10 per person

All profits go to the FSCG fund
To find out more about the group
contact john@jaystudio.co.uk
Look out for other events
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Times Past 
50 years: Langholm Town Band in Prize list at
Carlisle Music Festival.
On Thursday last, the Town Band took part in a Brass Band
Contest which was held as part of the Carlisle and District
Music Festival. There were eight entries in all. Each Band had
to play a “test piece” of its own selection. Our Band chose the
piece “A Rural Suite” composed by Eric Ball. The contest was
adjudicated by Mr Kenneth Robertson. The Band performed
well throughout and were placed fourth with a score of 85
points. At that, they were only three marks behind the winners,
namely Brampton, who had 31 players as against our 25. The
pleasing feature of the Band’s performance was the excellent
playing and lack of nerves
on the part of the four
schoolboy members
namely Robin Currie, Ross
Elliot, Richard Hill and
David Wardas. It was 
encouraging to see the
Town Band back in action
in the contest field playing
again under the baton of
their conductor, Mr Alfred
Chapman (right).

25 years: Red Nose Fun
The 1st Canonbie Brownies were thrilled when they
raised £128.45 for Comic Relief through fancy dress
sponsorship. Last Thursday they held a special event in
Canonbie Hall and invited friends and families to help
raise money for this worthy cause. As well as getting
sponsors for “dressing up”, the brownies enjoyed
games, with the “feely boxes” being a particular
favourite and a treasure hunt, an empty bottle was soon
filled with £20 worth of copper. 

Langholm Keep Fit Group in 1989

The Parish Church

Sir Pulteney Malcolm

24th March 1842 The marble statue of Admiral Sir 
Pulteney Malcolm was erected in front of the Town Hall in this 
year. However 44 years later, amid scenes of erce local oppo-
sition, “The Marble Man” was moved to the Library Gardens 
to make room for more 
stalls in the Market Place 
on market days. Pulteney 
joined the navy at the 
tender age of ten as a 
midshipman and moved 
steadily up through the 
ranks. In 1814, as third in 
command of the British 
eet, he played a key role 

in the storming of Wash-
ington and the burning 
of The White House and 
Senate buildings. In 1816 
he was given command 
over the island of St Hel-
ena where Napoleon was 
imprisoned and became 
a friend of the ex-Emperor.  After a long and very illustrious 
career he was raised to the distinguished rank of Admiral in 
1837.

Moving the ‘Marble Man’ monument

17th May 1846 The new parish church of Langholm 
opened in May 1846, with the Rev. W. Berry Shaw and the 
Minister of Kilmarnock conducting the rst service. Crafted in 
the early gothic style, the church was built on the nger of land 
that was known locally as the Eldingholm. In 1893  a magni -
cent organ was installed in Cope’s Loft, a recess at the back of 
the building, which was originally powered by water piped to 
it from a holding pond at Stubholm Farm. This “Rolls Royce” of 
church organs was built by the renowned makers Henry Willis 
and Sons who also constructed the organs in The Royal Albert 
Hall and in St. Pauls and Canterbury Cathedrals.  The Barker 
Level mechanism (which reduces the resistance in the organ 
keys when a stop is pulled out) makes the Langholm organ par-
ticularly rare, and is one of only two instruments left in Scot-
land to retain this feature. The organ is due to be restored to 
it’s original state in the near future at a total cost of £178,000. 
The work is due to start in December 2021 and will take 50 
weeks to complete. The magni cent stained glass window at 
the south end of the building was a memorial to the local men 
who had fallen in the Great War. Made by Messrs Morris and 
Co. of Merton Abbey it was funded largely by a generous gift 

of £1000  made by Mr 
and Mrs Arthur Bell 
of Hillside. It has also 
been claimed that the 
window might, in part, 
commemorate Mr and 
Mrs Bell’s daughter-in-
law who died under 
tragic circumstances 
during the Great War. 
The window was dedi-
cated by the Rev. John 
White, Moderator of 
the General Assembly, 
at a service on 21st 
June 1925. 

25th July 1846  The Thunnery Common Riding.  A ter-
ri c thunderstorm broke over the town on the night that Tom 
Little, a stone-dyker, was Cornet. The Kilngreen was com-
pletely ooded, the Tarras Water rose ten feet above its high-
est recorded level and the bridge at Byreburn was completely 
washed away. Many animals and several people drowned in 
the torrents of water that cascaded down off the hillsides. John 
Nichol (Paley Jock) of Gowk Ha’, Springkeld was among those 
who died. His body was found a year later partially buried in 
a sandbank at Longtown.   

The Langholm Parish Church 
Organ

Princess Alexandra meets members of Langholm Show committee in 1993 Jim Barker, Betty Telfer, Mary Telfer, W Beattie and George Irving at back



www.eladvertiser.co.uk Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser Thursday March 24, 2022  13

The Golden Hour captured by Stan Wilson
Camera: iphone 11 pro

The E&L Gallery

Monthly Music at Gretna
The Bon Accords duo of Robin and Deryn
Waitt took the plunge back in August to
run an afternoon at Gretna Accordion &
Fiddle Club , together with Freda Heslop
and David Bell. All Covid rules were
strictly adhered to – and all their hard
work was rewarded with an audience and
players of 94 people. 
The Richard Greenhow Centre is a great
venue with lots of room, a huge stage,
super lighting and heating. This was the
first Accordion & Fiddle Club to run, and
they have been going once a month since
then – but not of course in January.
March saw a large audience enjoying the
music of Guests Nicola Braid and Gordon
Haddow from Fife, accompanied by Bill
Ewan on piano and Kevin Milne from 
Arbroath on drums. 

New faces
Robin and Deryn like to introduce new
faces to the scene, and this was Nicola and 
Gordon’s first visit to the area. They had 17 “local” players
– including Graham Barbour and Pauline Swan from
Dumfries, John Douglas and Barbara Fisher also from
Dumfries, a far travelled Alan Walker from 
Millom in Cumbria, Don Ferguson from Cockermouth and
Ian Woods from Allendale. A highlight was Jimmy Little

from Alnwick who played the Moothie or Tin Sandwich
beautifully, accompanied by Leonard Brown on piano.
The very talented Marissa Bryce from Alloa accompanied
the local players on piano and Langholm’s Robert
Whillans played drums. MCs were Robin and Deryn. 
Everyone is invited to go along on Sunday 3rd April at 1pm
when the Guest will be the inimitable Ray Carse. 
Cost is only £4.00 and tea, coffee and biscuits available. Pauline Swan and Graham Barbour from Dumfries

ENTERTAINMENT

Fife trio Gordon Haddow, Bill Ewan and Nicola Braid 



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES

www.eladvertiser.co.ukEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser14  Thursday March 24, 2022

ROOFING SERVICES

McCulloch
 Roo�ng Family Business Since 1979

28 Bank Street
Galashiels TD1 1EN

for a free quote or advice
Phone:01896 888664

web: mccullochroofing.co.uk

ALL ROOFING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Sla�ng ▪ Tiling ▪ Flat Roofs 
UPVC Windows and Doors 
UPVC Facias and Gu�ering

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows

PUBLIC NOTICES

ELECTRICIANS
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BLINDS

COMPLAINTS

ESKDALE   & 
LIDDESDALE 
ADVERTISER

COMPLAINTS
To make a complaint about

anything in 
The Eskdale and 

Liddesdale Advertiser,
please visit the office on
Langholm High Street and

speak to the
Community Editor 
Penny Johnstone
Alternatively, please 
contact the company 
secretary by email: 

secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk
Or by writing to:  

The Company Secretary,
Muckle Toon Media,
Ashley Bank House,
Langholm DG13 0AN

TO LET

Solution to Crossword No 5

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
Gillian McCartney,Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN
Tel: 013873 81066 | email: gillian@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM

www.dumgal.gov.uk

PLANNING
The applications, associated plans and documents can be viewed on-line 
by following the ePlanning link on the Council’s website at www.dumgal.
gov.uk/planning.  Written comments may be made to Head of Economy 
and Development by email to Planning@dumgal.gov.uk or via the Council’s 
website, as noted above, by 07/04/2022 (Type A).
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2013, Reg 20(1) (A) 
Ref No/Type Address/Proposal
22/0066/FUL (A) Hopsrig Collector Substation, Adjacent Proposed 
Hopsrig Wind Farm Site, Approximately 10km To The West Of Langholm 
- Installation of 132kv collector substation, formation of access road, suds 
drainage and associated works (linked to proposed Hopsrig Windfarm)

Langholm Ewes & Westerkirk 
Community Council 

MMOONNTTHHLLYY MMEEEETTIINNGG 
Monday 4th April at 5.30pm 
in Langholm Town Hall. 

Colin Smyth MSP will be attending the meeting
Any members of the public wishing to attend this
meeting are asked to register their interest with the
secretary please, as we are still following Covid 

Guidelines set down by Dumfries & Galloway Council
Please Call 07546 925986 or 013873 80949

Borderlands Brewery
116A High Street Langholm

Open every Friday 
4pm to 6pm for collection

Hand crafted Ale brewed in Langholm
Free delivery in Langholm and Canonbie
order via website or call 07843 896644

www.borderlandsbrewery.co.uk

BREWERY
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Rugby

Hawick Youth 26-19 Kelso Harlequins

Sunday saw the end of the 15s for
Hawick Youth U18s, as they faced
Kelso Harlequins in the final of
the Border Cup after they knocked
out Morpeth in the semi-final last
week.

Hawick started the game the better
of the two teams and as a result
crossed the whitewash, after a clever
snipe from scrum-half Liam Bouglas.
Fly-half Owain Gray converted to
make the score 7-0. Kelso rallied
and shortly after, following some poor
discipline from Hawick, Kelso’s tight-
head prop rumbled over the line,
which was converted to tie the teams
together at 7-7. Hawick came back
stronger and forced Kelso into making
errors and conceding penalties. This
resulted in Scott Young excellently
finishing off some brilliant rugby which
saw the ball travel across the pitch
two times without a breakdown 
between. The conversion, however,
was missed leaving the score at

12-7.
Again Kelso hit back after more

poor discipline which resulted in a
Kelso lineout five yards from Hawick’s
line. The maul was sacked and the
ball was given to the physical Kelso
No. 8 who ran over both 
Hawick’s centres to score under the
sticks. The score was converted and
Kelso led for the first time in the
game with the score at 12-14.  After
the game settled down a high up
and under forced an error from Kelso’s
fullback which led to Owain Gray
capitalizing and scoring. He converted
the try and made it 19-14. 

On the stroke of half-time Kelso
fumbled the ball after a few phases
and the electric winger Finlay Douglas
pounced and ran in under the sticks,
which was easily converted to make
the half-time score 26-14 to the young
greens. 

In the second half it was a much
more even contest with Hawick taking
the foot off the gas. This led to a
Kelso score in the corner following
some good build up play. They failed
to convert, however, which gave 

Hawick a bit more breathing space
with the score at 26-19 to the Hawick
team. The task in hand was too much
for Kelso and Hawick squeaked by
with a narrow win. 
Hawick squad:
Eli Hamilton, Finlay Douglas, Rory

Stanger, Scott Young (C), Sean

McMichan, Owain Gray, Liam 
Bouglas, Brady Wilson, Fergus Bell,
Dylan Halliday, Will Ryan, Jake
Szoneberg, Ruaidhri Forbes, Corbin
Cumming, Hughie Donaldson (VC).
Subs: Finlay Turnbull, Craig Oliver,
Jack Henderson, Charlie Stewart,
Martin Goldie and Ben Jardine.

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Mr Chris Hutchinson
Session clerk: 013873 73755 
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508

Carpet Bowling Bulletin
By Luke Tolson

 Social Club Bowlers
On Saturday night, the social club bowlers hosted
a junior pairs competition with an entry of 12. The
winners were Matt Hall and Danny Hotson, beating
Ryan Wood and Jake Park in the final. Thanks to
the Xcel Project for their generous sponsorship.
It’s great to see U18’s engagement in the sport!

 Tag Hogg Singles
On Sunday, the social club hosted their annual
Tag Hogg single hand competition at Canonbie for
the first time since covid. The winner was Ian Hall,
beating his son Matt in a good final. The semi-
finalists were John Aitken and Sparky, and the
quarter finalists were Jake Park, Alasdair Cavers,
Danny Hotson and David Aitken. 
Thanks to the 42 people who wanted and supported
the tournaments this year!

 Benty Bowlers
On Monday, Benty bowlers held their final club night
of the season. Members played a game of points,
which involved playing different types of shots on
two boards. In 1st place was Ryan Wood, 2nd was
John Kinstrey and joint 3rd was Jake Park, Aaron
Wood and Luke Tolson. Luke presented the prizes
on behalf of Wull Little, as he “didn’t fetch his
specs” to read out the winners. The big cup winners
were Kimberly Foster and Stewart Hogg, also pre-
sented by Luke. Thanks to everyone who has
attended and kept the club going for another year! 

Above: The Likely Lads of the bowling circuit Ryan Wood, Jake Park, Danny Hotson and Matt Hall
Below L: Ian and Matt Hall Below R: Kim Foster, Stewart Hogg and Luke Tolson

Langholm players with the trophy, from left to right; Brady Wilson, Ruaidhri Forbes, 
Jack Henderson, Hughie Donaldson and Ben Jardine

Local lads line-up for Hawick Youths
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Sports News
Thursday March 24, 2022

Sponsored by KELSO RACES

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
SATURDAY 26th march

MONDAY 4th APRIL
01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Super 4’s
The final of the Annandale and Eskdale
Schools Super 4’s cross country league took
place in Langholm on Monday following
events in Lockerbie, Annan and Moffat. The
races are an ideal progression to the Annandale
and Eskdale Primary Schools Cross Country
Championships and the Scottish Schools
Cross Country Championships. 

A shorter 800m race was introduced this year
for children to participate in for fun. The Bob
Morgan Memorial Trophy has also been intro-
duced. Bob dedicated a lifetime to athletics in
Annandale and Eskdale, as a coach with Annan
and District Athletics Club. He sadly passed
away this year and a trophy has been dedicated
in his name. This award is for a young athlete
who had shown great effort, endeavour and
dedication throughout the race series.

RESULTS

PRIMARY 5 GIRLS
3rd= Lily Monk, Elmvale Primary
3rd= Ava Cubbon, Langholm Primary
2nd Ellie Povall, Newington Primary
1st Evie Stewart, Eastriggs Primary

PRIMARY 6 GIRLS
3rd Lauren Davidson, Langholm Primary
2nd Poppy Dickson, Gretna Primary
1st Mollie Phillips, Langholm Primary

PRIMARY 7 GIRLS
3rd Jessica Creighton, Elmvale Primary
2nd Imogen Cairns, Newington Primary
1st Chloe Quigley, Moffat Primary

PRIMARY 5 BOYS
3rd William Hunter Potts, Newington 
2nd Joshua Weild, Hecklegirth Primary
1st Jake McEwan, Carrutherstown 

PRIMARY 6 BOYS
3rd Aaron Jardine, Langholm Primary
2nd Mason Stubbs, Gretna Primary
1st Cody Hall, Newington Primary

PRIMARY 7 BOYS
3rd Owen McNaughton, Newington Primary
2nd Frederick Brown, Moffat Primary 
1st Aston Stubbs, Gretna Primary

The overall winners were Aston Stubbs (P7)
from Gretna Primary School and Mollie
Phillips (P6) from Langholm Primary School.

The Bob Morgan Memorial Trophy was 
presented to Erin Grant (P5) from Langholm
Primary School 

More Super 4’s 
superstars
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Rugby
LANGHOLM RFC are very pleased
to announce new sponsors of their
Sevens for this year’s event.
Timber Group James Jones and
Sons Ltd will sponsor the tournament
being held on 23rd April. Chairman
Kenneth Pool said “We are absolutely
delighted to have such a well-known
and prestigious company as James
Jones and Sons Ltd sponsoring the
Langholm Sevens. We thank them
very much for their excellent support
especially since the sevens will be
returning after the forced two-year 

break due to covid. We are sure it 
will be a great event.”
James Jones and Sons Ltd said
"Having sponsored the youth section
of Langholm Rugby Club for the past
two years, James Jones & Sons Ltd
is delighted to extend this sponsorship
to the upcoming Langholm Sevens
Tournament and would like to wish
the club every success in the 
competition." 
More details of the tournament 
including the teams taking part will
be announced in the near future 

Hounds
By Marti Borthwick

Cardurnock was the venue
for both trails this week
and it was a sunny day
that greeted the hounds
on Sunday. Having won on
Wednesday Fire Lass was
keen to keep up her 
unbeaten record when nine
hounds set off in the 
Senior Trail. 
Reports from half way were
that there were six hounds
clear but all closely bunched.
Border Prosper led them off
the moss with kennelmate
Border Pride and Fire Lass
hot on his tail. It was a good
race all the way up the finish
but Border Prosper was
strong enough to hold off the
challengers for his first win
of the season. 
Border Pride was second
and Fire Lass had to settle 

for third on this occasion.
With only three entries in the
Maidens, Langholm hound
Castle Clansman led them
out and by the time he got to
half way he was striding out
on his own. This is how he
finished with Delta Spiral
coming home for second
someway behind. 
Next race was the pups
with sevem runners setting
off. When they came into
view on the back moss
Newcastleton hound Black
Thorn was leading the pack
but as they came off the
moss Border Reign had
joined him up front. They
both finished well but Black
Thorn pulled away as they
approached the line to win
by about two lengths 
from Border Reign and
Wednesday’s winner Inspect
taking third ticket.

RESULTS
Cardurnock 

Sunday 23rd March
Seniors: 1 Border Prosper 2 
Border Pride 3 Fire Lass 4 Delta
Supreme 5 Fire Strike 6 Fire
Belle. 9 ran Time 25.01
Senior Maidens: 1 Castle 
Clansman 2. Delta Spiral. 3 ran
2 finished Time 27.28
Pups: Black Thorn 2 Border
Reign 3 Inspect 4 Delta Swift 5
Fire Side 6 Fire Bond. 7 ran
Time 14.37
All in: 1 Explore 2 Sea The Stars

Cardurnock 
Wednesday 16th March 

Seniors: 1 Fire Lass 2 Border
Prosper 3 Fire Belle 4 Border
Pride 5 Mr Finnegan 6 Fire Strike.
10 Ran Time 25.22
Pups: 1. Inspect 2. Holm Birch
3 Border Reign 4 Black Thorn 5
Delta Swift 6 Fire Bond. 8 Ran
Time 15.48
All In: 1 Delta Style 2 Delta Spiral
4 Ran, 2 Finished.

Hounds return to a 
sunny Cardurnock

New 7s sponsor

Annabelle Connelly with the winning Delta Prosper

Langholm P5 pupil, Erin Grant won the 
Bob Morgan Memorial Trophy

Football
This weekend Langholm Legion
FC entertain unbeaten league lead-
ers Duns in a top of Division A 
encounter. 
With Duns boasting a proud record
of only one draw in their fourteen
matches and the Legion having had
one draw and one defeat in their
nine matches, a close encounter is
expected. 
The stakes are high as the team
heads into the business end of the
season, so with this in mind they’re
asking as many of the townsfolk as

possible to support the local lads in
their quest for the holy grail in Border
amateur football. Kick off is at 2pm
sharp on the Scholars 3G.

Big turnout urged 
amid high stakes


