
By Penny Johnstone

With more than a 100,000 Britons ap-
plying to open up their homes to
Ukrainian refugees, Langholmites are
drawing up their plans to host and
support the Ukrainian families.
Coordinators Sue Toon and Lucy
MacLeod held a meeting on Monday
night with six other residents in the town
who are thinking about hosting and sup-
porting those fleeing the war. The
Langholm duo want to set up a support
network that can help both the hosts
and the refugees, who are mostly women
and their children, to adjust to the various
challenges that they’ll be undoubtedly
facing.
Sue’s niece, Anna Sheffield, is Polish
and is working up plans with a charity
in Poland to match Ukrainian families
with hosts here in Eskdale. Anna is able
to make requests for refugees who can
speak English and who would prefer a
rural refuge. 

Portal
Coordinators Sue and Lucy are 
requesting that anyone interested in open-
ing their home should first register their
interest in the UK government scheme,
which allows for both hosts and refugees
to be vetted. Individuals and organisations
are currently able to use an online "portal"
to provide their details on the Homes
for Ukraine webpage www.homes-
forukraine.campaign.gov.uk. Online forms
will be made available from tomorrow
for individuals who are prepared to spon-
sor a refugee. A £350-a-month "thank
you" will be paid to households who
take in Ukrainian refugees, to help to
cover increased energy and food costs.
Anyone wishing to join the local support

group set up by Sue and Lucy should
text Lucy MacLeod on 07749791928
with their names and she will create a
Whats App Group to organise and share
up to date information.
Meanwhile Sue Toon, who’s also a
Trustee of the Langholm Initiative, says
the Welcome To Langholm office is still
accepting and collecting ‘pristine’ 
essential items for the Ukrainians. WTL
is also accepting cash donations for
water purifying tablets, which have been
sourced at a good price and which are
being transported to the Polish border
with the donated goods.

Playcare
Children from Langholm Playcare were
among those donating to the Ukraine
appeal at the WTL office this week. The
youngsters walked to the shop with 
donations of clothes, toiletries, bedding
and toys. They spent time looking at a
globe to see how far the lorry was having
to travel and made their own Ukrainian
flags. 
Elsewhere, the Ukrainian Chapel at
Hallmuir near Lockerbie is currently 
requesting only online donations: “We
are still unable to accept more aid at the
moment until we know it can be trans-
ported. We are explaining to people that
money donations can have an immediate
effect, as the various charities can buy
what they need closer to the border.
People should donate to the International
Red Cross Ukraine appeal,” said Peter
Kormylo, an aid organiser at the chapel. 
Mr Kormylo says he’s extremely grate-
ful to Jenkinsons at Lockerbie for trans-
porting the humanitarian aid, so gener-
ously donated by local people and thanks
everyone who helped with the sorting
and packing of boxes at the weekend.
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Local plans drawn up
to host Ukrainians

In a month’s time, on April
9th, I will be hosting a
Ceilidh at the Langholm
Social Club to raise money
for Marie Curie, a charity
close to my heart.

NEWS

NEWS
IN BRIEF

NEWS 

SPORT 

Astonishing cost of
D&G road repairs

Dumfries and Galloway is
facing Scotland’s biggest bill
for road repairs. Figures 
secured from the Scottish
Government in a Freedom
of Information request show.
Full story: Page 3

Cerys’ Ceilidh
for Curie

Full story: Page 12

Fastest under 17
over 5000m

16-year-old Conan Harper
from Langholm has set the
fastest 5000m time on the
road in the UK for an Under
17 athlete this year. 

Full story: Page 16

Evie Briggs and Connie Gardner at Langholm Playcare created their Ukrainian flags

Moon Man remembered 
5 pages on the 50th Anniversary of Neil Armstrong’s visit in words and photos

Volunteers, including Fiona Armstong, packed boxes of donations at Hallmuir Chapel, ready to
be delivered by Jenkinsons Transport to the Polish border
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New Face 
at AllianceFuneral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

The Langholm Alliance has appointed a new
Community Enterprise Manager. Alan Mackay
will continue to develop the work undertaken
by Nicol Nicolson over the past 18 months during
the initial pilot scheme.
The post is being funded by South of Scotland

Enterprise and is for a three year period.
Mr Mackay will take up his post on April 4th and

will be based in the Alliance office on Langholm
High Street.
He has an extensive background in Third Sector,

Business, Community Development and Youth
Work.
Langholm Alliance Chairman Denis Male said he

was delighted they had been able to attract someone
with extensive third sector and community knowledge
and he was sure Alan would drive forward the
work of the Alliance in general and the Primary
School Project in particular.
He also paid tribute to former Manager Nicol

Nicolson who had been responsible for moving the
Alliance forward and developing the School project
with local organisations and Community Enterprise,
who have done the assessment in the project.
He was also pleased that Nicol has signalled his

willingness to stay involved in the School Project
in a voluntary capacity. The whole Alliance Board
also thank Nicol for the excellent work he has done
and wish him well in his new employment.

Church Notices

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church Services
Sunday 20th March

Langholm 10am
Ewes 2.30pm

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Social Distancing 
will be observed. 

Please wear masks. 
Preacher: the Minister.

Tel: 013873 73755.

Charity no. SCO11946

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale and

Canonbie Churches
welcome you to

Worship on Sunday
morning at 10am and
11:30 respectively. 

In line with
government guidance

Worshippers are
advised to do a Lateral
Flow test on Sunday
morning and will be
required to adhere to

current Covid
restrictions.

Rev Morag Crossan
on 07861736071 or
email mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk

Bespoke and crea�ve events that 
capture special memories
Funeral, Memorial and 

celebra�on of life  ceremonies 
Baby naming ceremonies

Weddings and vow renewals 

LLoovviinngg CChhooiiccee CCeerreemmoonniieess 
IInnddeeppeennddeenntt CCeelleebbrraanntt SSeerrvviicceess

CCaallll JJeennnnyy 0077880077 552200449999  
ffoorr aa ffrreeee,, nnoo oobblliiggaa��oonn ccoonnssuullttaa��oonn

Alan Mackay is the new Community Enterprise Manager

By Gilly Fraser

Traditional music lovers have had to
make do with a virtual online version of
the much loved Newcastleton Festival
for the past two years, but this year it
will be back in all its real-life glory.
That’s the promise from the 

Committee who say the Festival, now in
its 53rd year, may end up being a little
different to past events but they promise
it will be no less fun.
It all began back in the days of the 

Accordion and Fiddle Club which was
held in what was then the Commercial
Hotel (now the Liddesdale) but transformed
itself into a festival in 1970 and swiftly
became a huge favourite with local people
and visitors alike. 

Over the years since, the early part of 
July has seen the village population 
boosted considerably with the arrival of
singers, musicians, storytellers and poets
from all over the country. 
Organised competitions, workshops,

ceilidhs and concerts are held in the
hotels, cafes and village hall, but 
impromptu singalongs and jam sessions
can spring up just about anywhere. 
The arrival of Covid forced the cancel-

lation of the event in both 2020 and 2021
but undaunted the performers simply
moved online, refusing to lose the event
completely. That proved a great success,
but fans of the festival say nothing can
compare with the real thing and they’re
already looking forward to its return this
summer on 1st, 2nd and 3rd July.

Music Festival back on tune

Everyone is looking forward to the return of the 
Newcastleton Music Festival this summer

share the news of any..........
• engagements
• marriages
• anniversaries
• births
• thank yous
• congratulations

Contact us on 013873 80012
sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
is part funded by

Dumfriesshire East
Community Benefit Group

and charitable trusts 
and individuals 
from the community 
of Langholm.

Advertise with the

E&L
it’s cheaper than you think!

Call 013873 80012 for details

Recycling
Matters

By Gilly Fraser

Newcastleton residents are being asked
for their opinions on kerbside waste and
recycling services provided by Scottish
Borders Council. 
They currently have one collection for gen-

eral waste and another for recyclable items,
each done on a fortnightly basis. 
They’re being invited to have their say in an
online questionnaire as part of a region-wide
consultation. 
The council collects waste and recycling

from over 59,000 households throughout the 
Scottish Borders, with over 50,000 tonnes
of waste collected last year. More than half
of all waste is recycled, and less than one
per cent goes to landfill. 
The council say they are committed to 

becoming greener and more sustainable and
the survey will help them to plan services
for the future.
The questionnaire can be found on the SBC

website and the public consultation is open
to feedback until Tuesday 5 April.

Newcastleton residents have been asked to 
complete a questionnaire about recycling



Residents in Eskdalemuir say
they are very unhappy with
the way a community consul-
tation was conducted ahead
of moves to submit a major
planning application for the
existing rifle range on farm-
land at Over Cassock.
And they are demanding their
voices are heard, as well as
those of ‘the powerful businesses,’
which they feel are commanding
the situation at 
present.
It follows a four hour online
Q&A session, hosted two weeks
ago by Agents Savills acting on
behalf of E Glendinning, the
developer of the range, which
sits four miles north of the village
of Eskdalemuir. 
The Community Council had
previously contacted Savills,
warning them that many resi-
dents would not be able to access
the consultation, due to a lack
of IT skills and poor internet
connectivity. 
Julie MacLeod of the Eskdale-
muir Residents Group claims
the developer chose to go ahead
with the online session, in full
knowledge that much of the
community would be excluded
and says she’s been contacted
by many local people since.
“Some were unable to access
the consultation at all,  others 

were unable to interact success-
fully with the Q&A format and
many were not satisfied that
their concerns had been properly
addressed or that their questions
had been adequately answered,”
she said.
“After five years of trying to
communicate with the two range
operators who hope to run their
businesses in Eskdalemuir, we
are now very aware of their 
reluctance to interact with the
community and suspect the 
online Q&A session was the
minimum they could offer to
fulfil the public consultation re-
quirement prior to application
for planning as a major 
development.”

Success
“We are also aware that those
hosting the Q&A consultation
are very likely to report it as a
success, whilst completely 
ignoring the inadequacy of the
format and the subsequent 
reaction of the community.”
Darren Bean is part of the 
Project Team managing the plan-
ning application for the Over
Cassock range and Club Secre-
tary of the Fifty Calibre Shooters
Association, which plans to op-
erate it. He told the E&L there
were 25 active participants in
the Q&A session. He said resi-

dents wishing to ask further
questions of the project team
can still do so through the web-
site www.overcassock.co.uk until
25th March. 
Mr Bean also said the Project
Team were considering whether,
given lambing periods, there is
scope to take a group from the
Community Council to visit the
site, as part of a series of stake-
holder visits. He said this would
be in the open air and might
help to manage the covid risk.
“We will be in touch with the
Community Council should this

be considered possible,” he said.
Meanwhile, there are plans to
submit a major planning appli-
cation for a second existing rifle
range, the Eskdalemuir 2km
Range at Clerkhill, after the
Scottish Government turned
down an appeal by operators
Gardners Guns at Longtown for
it to be considered a local 
development. A £50K crowd-
funding appeal launched by
Marc Gardner is ongoing to help
finance a new application. 
Julie MacLeod from the 
Eskdale Residents Group says

she’s still waiting to hear from
the Agents of the Over Cassock
Range, after writing to them on
7th March with a summary of
complaints she received from
the community following their
brief online pre-consultation. 
She says she feels “a change
is being forced on Eskdalemuir
against the wishes of almost 
every resident and against the
wishes of Samye Ling and other
local businesses, who rely on
the peace, tranquility and un-
spoiled beauty of the valley for
their wellbeing and livelihood.” 
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Jubilee
Tree
planting
Canonbie & District Commu-
nity Council are providing
Flowering Cherry Trees for the
four community halls in our
district, to mark Queen 
Elizabeth ll’s Platinum Jubilee.
The trees will be planted on
Saturday 19 March by Fiona
Armstrong, Lord Lieutenant of
Dumfries.
The planting will commence
at 1.00pm at Half Morton Hall,
Chapleknowe, followed by the
community garden in Evertown
at 1.30pm. The third planting
is the War Memorial at Claygate
as soon after 2.00pm as possi-
ble. The final tree will be 
planted at playing field in
Canonbie, at around 2.30pm.
Please come along and support
your village to mark our first
event of Her Majesty’s 
Platinum Jubilee celebrations.  

Over Cassock upset
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The site of the existing Over Cassock rifle range across farmland in Eskdalemuir
Photo courtesy of FCSA (UK)
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ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

Eskdalemuir residents voice anger over brief online consultation 

Dumfries and Galloway is
facing Scotland’s biggest
bill for road repairs. Figures
secured from the Scottish
Government in a Freedom
of Information request
show the local authority
currently has the highest
repair bill backlog, standing
at just over £217 million.
The repair bill faced by
Scottish Borders Council
is just over £97 million. 
The details secured by 

Scottish Labour in the FOI
request excludes 6 of the 32
council areas which failed to
provide the relevant informa-
tion. 
Local Labour MSP Colin

Smyth says years of cuts to
council funding by the 
Scottish Government have
left the region’s roads “crum-
bling.” The Shadow Cabinet
Secretary for Net Zero, 
Energy & Transport & Rural
Affairs said:
“Dumfries and Galloway

has the third largest road net-
work in Scotland but one of

the smallest grants from cen-
tral government to maintain
those roads.” 
“Our pothole-ridden roads

are a daily reminder of how
badly the Scottish Govern-
ment have let down commu-
nities and failed to properly
fund councils.
Meanwhile, in an update to

local councillor Archie 
Dryburgh on the Hill Road
from Langholm to Newcastleton,
the council’s Operations 
Officer Dean Armstrong said: 
“There is currently a backlog

of category 2A defects being
carried out across the East
of the region and these are
being prioritised on classifi-
cation of road: A, B, C class
and then U class. While we
are unable to provide a
timescale for repair, please
be advised that regular 
inspections are carried out
on all outstanding repairs to
monitor the severity of the
defect. If a defect becomes
a severe risk this will then
be prioritised for repair.”

Cllr Ron Tait sheds some
light on that timescale, telling
the E&L in a letter this week
he’s been informed by the
Roads Department that it will
be April or May now before

work is started on the pot-
holes in and around-
Langholm. Just £1m was
added to the local roads bud-
get this year, in addition to
the £2.4m allocated last year.

Astonishing cost of D&G road repairs

The abysmal state of the Copshaw Road

.....and the road to Claygate
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A can do attitude

By Gilly Fraser
The benefits of taking part
in a Women’s Enterprise 
Scotland course were demon-
strated in a special exhibition
and pop-up shop in 
Newcastleton, timed to coin-
cide with International 
Women’s Day.  The event at
Buccleuch House featured the
work of a group of local wom-
en, who set up their own busi-
nesses following the Rural
Start-Up course, with items
ranging from photography to
jewellery to hand-made greet-
ings cards and wall art. 
Knitter Emma McLellan, who
recently moved to the area,

says the course really helped
budding entrepreneurs to realise
their potential.
“Over the course of ten weeks
it went into a lot of depth about
the barriers that stop women
from setting up their own en-
terprises,” she says. “It tapped
into the idea that we can lack
confidence and often don’t see
ourselves as entrepreneurs. But
we’ve given each other a lot of
support and since the course,
we have all set up our own
businesses.”
Emma is currently doing a
degree in Knitwear Design at
Heriot Watt and also enjoys
passing on some of her knowl-

edge in classes for beginners. 
“People are often put off by
patterns which can be difficult
to read, but I’m very keen to
look at how we can get people
to learn and how we can support
them in that.”

Administrative
When Michelle Nichol 
decided to start her own busi-
ness, she originally considered
catering from home. Then she
realised she could make use of
skills she’d acquired in earlier
jobs to help other people just
starting out.  And so adMN
Business Solutions was born. 
“I offer administrative support

to small businesses, so I do
things like social media, book-
keeping, leaflet design and web-
sites,” she says. “It means that
instead of having a single 9 to
5 job working for one person,
I can be doing lots of jobs for
different people. And my clients
can be anywhere.”
Michelle says she had to hit
the ground running with her
business as her first client con-
tacted her while she was still
in the middle of the Enterprise
Course. 
“It’s been a bit of a whirlwind
really, and very much a learning
process, because there are 
always new things to learn.”

Celebrating International Women’s Day 

Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or

email your comments to danielle@eladvertiser.co.uk

Knowlege
of our
rivers
As a resident of George Street,
I am well aware of the flood
risk and of the need for some
form of flood defences for the
town. 
However, I am opposed to the
present proposed scheme for
many reasons, not least the 
so-called 'consultation process'.
John Galloway is quoted in the
10th March E&L as saying that
Ditch the Drain 'would have
been better served by engaging
in the now four year consulta-

tion'. Ditch the Drain have tried
repeatedly to do just that, and
it seems to me that it is more a
case of the consultation process
failing to engage with those
residents of Langholm, and
riverside residents in particular,
who have deep misgivings about
the scheme. With a few hon-
ourable exceptions who have
actually taken the trouble to
meet with and talk to members
of Ditch the Drain as well as
concerned riverside residents,
this applies also to the 
Community Council.
As for Margaret Sanderson's
reported comment that 'two hours
was quite enough of my time',
all members of Ditch the Drain
as well as myself have either

work commitments or otherwise
busy lives, but have nevertheless
spent hours, weeks, months and,
in the case of those who began
the campaign, years of their time
combing through all the available
information about the scheme
and finding flaws in every aspect
of it, right from the initial data
on which it is all based.

Disappointing
It is disappointing that so many
of the Community Council seem
content to 'leave it to the experts',
as one of them told me. I for
one am not disposed to trust 
'experts' who do not live in the
town, have spent little time in
the town, and even less time
consulting riverside residents

who have true knowledge, in
many cases going back decades,
of the town's rivers.
It would be reassuring to think
that those who are elected to
represent the interests of
Langholm might take great care
to examine with as much dili-
gence as Ditch the Drain every
aspect of a scheme which, if it
is implemented, will be the most
significant project to be carried
out in the town for centuries,
and will have such an irreversible
and potentially disastrous impact
on all of us.

Margaret Walty
George Street

Langholm

Emma McLennan is studying for a degree in Knitwear Design

Walk on the
wild side

As the first-year anniversary
approaches of The
Langholm Initiative becom-
ing a community landowner,
a series of guided walks
are being planned over the
weekend of 26th and 27th
March. 
Volunteers will lead the

walks, five of which are being
offered, of different lengths
and challenges. Walkers will
see some of the community
land and learn about the
nature that can be seen along
the way.
One fairly strenuous walk,

at the north end of the Tarras
valley, will cover some of the
land the Initiative still hopes
to buy from Buccleuch.
There are 15 spaces on

each outing and you can sign
up by phoning the Langholm
Initiative on 013873 80914.
Posters will be up around the
town, listing the various walks
to choose from and the routes
can also be viewed on the
Facebook pages of Langholm

Initiative and Tarras Valley
Nature Reserve. 
No dogs are allowed and

walkers are advised to wear
sturdy footwear and water-
proofs as they will be walking
over exposed hill land. For
the longer walks, packed
lunches and a drink are 
essential.

Grant
Dumfries and Galloway

Council’s Events Fund has
provided a grant to stage the
walks. This is the second
weekend of walks, the first
was held in the Autumn. 
Participants will be driven to
the start of the walks and tea
and scones will offered at the
end.
Langholm Initiative Chair,

Margaret Pool said, “this
weekend offers a wonderful
opportunity for local people,
as well as visitors, to famil-
iarise themselves with the
land they now own and have
contributed to purchasing.”

Letters to the Editor
Road
anguish
continues
Firstly I must apologise to the
road users of Eskdale.  I have
been promising for months the
roads in the area would be 
repaired from the money allo-
cated from the Road Recovery
Fund.  
On Wednesday 9 March 2022
I received a summary of the
Road Recovery situation and
after being told they would be
starting to repair potholes in
Langholm in March it now 
appears the next programmed 

estimated start date for Langholm
will now be April/May.  Not
good enough.  Unfortunately as
the Opposition Party we the 
Conservatives do not have the
same influence over situations
like the one I am highlighting
as the Labour/SNP Council led
administration.
I am sure there will be more
discussion in the following
weeks.

Regards
Councillor Ron Tait

The beautiful woods in Lower Tarras

Emily Smith also benefited from a Women’s Enterprise Scotland course
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Successful celebration
can lead to stronger ties
Town needs to capitalise on connections with Ohio

By Penny Johnstone

The Civic Proclamation issued by the Mayor of Wapakoneta
during Langholm’s Moon Man celebrations is a strong
signal that there is already a special relationship with our
friends in Ohio. And one that many in the town feel deserves
to be strengthened. 

In his Proclamation, Mayor
Stephen Henderson recognises
Neil Armstrong’s ancestral her-
itage with Langholm and the
Borderlands and the signifi-
cance of the town’s celebra-
tions last week commemorat-
ing his 1972 visit. It is also
the 50th Anniversary of the
Armstrong Air and Space 
Museum in Wapakoneta.
And Mayor Stephen 

Henderson has been respond-
ing warmly to correspondence
from local people, including
E&L writer Brian Hinchcliffe,
who made contact with him
after being deeply moved by
Friday night’s events in
Langholm Parish Church.
Mayor Steve Henderson
replied: “Greetings from 
Wapakoneta and thank you for

the kind words. I trust
Langholm's 50 year anniver-
sary celebration is going well.
I will be sharing the video and
pictures on the City of 
Wapakoneta Government page
on Facebook next week. Enjoy
your weekend!”
Brian said, “I simply felt I

should tell somebody in Neil’s
hometown how much we 
admire him and his exploits
and are deeply proud of our
association with him and the
town where he was born. It
would be a wonderful asset to
our community if some kind
of exchange could grow out
of a simple common theme.
The Academy would be an
ideal place to sow seeds.” 
And former Depute Town

Clerk, Grace Brown, in a speech

full of colourful memories of
11th March 1972 and her 
organising role, pleaded with
assembled guests at the After-
Moon Tea: “we must keep the
memory alive and never forget
the link we have with space
exploration - let us maintain
this momentum - this is the
boost needed by Langholm’s
flailing tourist trade.”
Laura Jean Marquis, the US

International Liaison for the
Clan Armstrong Centre, told
us last week there are ongoing
talks of a Museum-to-Museum

relationship between Gilnockie
Tower and the Armstrong Air
and Space Museum.
And in his reflections on the

celebrations, Gavin Graham,
co-organiser of the AfterMoon
Tea, also says we must make
more of the special relation-
ship. “I would like to see per-
haps a twinning arrangement
between Langholm and Neil’s
hometown town of Wapakoneta,”
he says, “this is something for
Langholm, Ewes, and 
Westerkirk Community Coun-
cil to discuss and I would hope
they would return the compli-
ment by sending greetings in
July, when they celebrate the
50th Anniversary of the Space
Museum in their town.” 
Space Historian Dr Ken 

McTaggart is also encouraging
of stronger relations. He is
meeting Neil Armstrong’s sons
Mark and Rick in Switzerland
at the Lausanne Space Show
this week and says they are
both keen to come to meet the
people of Langholm, just as
their father did.

By Brian Hinchcliffe

Langholm’s Probus Club has
heard the case for the Tarras
Valley buyout, put by Angela 
Williams, the Development 
Manager at Langholm Initiative 

As a comparative newcomer to
the Muckle Toon, Angela outlined
her background in community 
involvement in major land owner-
ship and management projects in
the north of Scotland.

In a recent meeting in the Eskdale
Hotel, Angela set out the reasons
for any community contemplating
a buy-out such as Langholm’s.
Central, she said, are the anxieties
about losing the land to 
unsympathetic third party users,
losing open access and the
prospect of inappropriate, unde-
sirable uses for the moorland.

A Development Plan was created
by Langholm Initiative to manage
the £6.4 million asking price in 
respect of the 10,000 acres.  
Unavoidable delays led to a shorter
deal in March 2021 for 5,200 acres
at £3.8m. Negotiation for the 
remainder and identifying the nec-
essary funding is on-going, with a
deadline set for the end of May,
before the land is released to the

open market.
The staff involved were introduced

virtually on screen and each is a
specialist in their roles. Their fund-
ing is grant sourced, providing 
opportunities it’s hoped to eventu-
ally make the initiative self-fund-
ing.

Angela said the aims are revital-
isation and restoration through a
wide range of strategies, targeting
job opportunities and prosperity
for the future.

She underlined the absolute need
for discussion, agreement and 
understanding of the very complex
needs of all local and community
stakeholders. She emphasised
that creating deeper knowledge
and a shared understanding of
the project is an essential priority.

Members questions and concerns
were diverse, from the place of
the local shooting economy, eco-
tourism, farming, predator control,
and the future for wild goats, deer
and birds, to carbon capture,
heather versus peat, planting and
wilding issues.

Angela welcomed the diversity
of questions and said she valued
tapping into the members’ local
experience and insight as an 
essential part of the project. She
highlighted that rumours, guess-
work and speculation are no 
substitute for deep knowledge and
comprehension.

Angela also emphasised the pro-
ject is no quick fix, nor magic
bullet. With care, professionalism,
reliable data, discussion and agree-
ment, she said Langholm will be
able to deliver and enjoy well-
being and prosperity from the buy-
out for decades to come.

Friendly support network to
socialise, share information & raise

awareness

Peer support Signposting

Probus hears about Tarras Valley

Angela Williams is Development 
Manager for Tarras Valley Nature Reserve
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Steve Henderson of Wapakoneta

The proclamation received from Stephen Henderson, 
the Mayor of City of Wapakoneta, Ohio
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A Texel ewe put up for auction to
raise funds for Ukraine has so far
pulled in a whopping £4,820 after
being sold seven times last week at
Longtown Market. 
Farmer Tom Holmes, of Nutholm,

Lockerbie, donated his sheep after being
inspired by the collection of essential
items for Ukraine at his son’s nursery.
And he says he’s horrified by what he’s
seeing unfolding in Ukraine, with the
death of so many children there and
wants to do what he can to help.
The money raised by the auction of

his Texel sheep is going to The Disaster
Emergencies Committee Fund for the
children and the future of Ukraine. The
ewe was bought for £500 by Shan,
selling again at £600 to N Kinsey, then
selling at £500 a time to J Tucker, D
Holmes (Tom’s Dad), D McDonnell,
C&D Auction Marts Ltd, Lancashire
Direct & J Stevenson, and Bendles 
Solicitors LLP. 
Tom says he’s very grateful to C&D

Auction Marts who generously waved
their commission, and his special thanks
go to auctioneer John Walton for “a pro-
fessional job as always and the only
man capable of creating such a stage in
such an arena.”

Tom added the response to the sale of
his ewe has been very overwhelming
and says he hopes it will inspire one or
two others to donate to the Ukrainian
cause.

Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

6 Thursday March 17, 2022

Tom Holmes pictured with son Tom Junior
and their Texel Ewe

C&D Auction Marts Limited had for-
ward 7,497 sheep comprising of 4,316
prime hoggs and 3,181 cast ewes &
rams at their weekly sale at Longtown
on Thursday 10th March 2022.
A great offering of cast cows were for-

ward to a keen ringside of buyers en-
suring a flying trade throughout, with
many more numbers required on a
weekly basis to satisfy the demand.
Vendors should take advantage of the
competitive trade here at Longtown. A
great new centre record of 227p was
achieved for a marvelous Limousin cow
shown by Wanwood Partners, Wan-
wood Hill, Alston, who sold others at
212p and 200p. Limousin cows from
the same good home also topped the
price per head at £1,539 and £1,505.
A smaller show of 4,316 prime hoggs

were forward, being slightly sharper on
the week with an increased entry of hill
bred hoggs with quality export types in
short supply.   
Beltex hoggs topped the price per kilo

at 422p from EJC Dean, Kirk House,
Brampton.  
Top price per head was for two Texel

hoggs shown by JG Wall & Son, West-
ernhopeburn, Bishop Auckland, which
were kindly donated to raise funds for
The Disaster Emergencies Committee
Fund for Ukraine, these hoggs went on
to sell for £200 per head to J Gittins of
Ystum Colwyn Farms Ltd.
Incorporated in this week’s prime

hogg sale was the Annual Prize Show
and Sale of Cheviot prime hoggs. A fan-

tastic entry of 21 pens were present in
big form, which were a credit to all ven-
dors involved. Judging was in the ca-
pable hands of Mr Darren Gardiner of
RF Staveley Ltd, Bury St Edmonds.
After much deliberation the judge

duly awarded the Championship to a
Longtown regular,
A Reid & Co., Glendearg, Eskdalemuir.
An overall sale average of 252.1ppk

(SQQ 265.2ppk) was achieved.
PRIZE LIST:
South Country Cheviot
Class 1 (30-39kg)
1st – Muir, Cleughbrae 35kg £103 to A
Lennox
2nd – Menzies, Chanlockfoot 35kg £98
to Staveley
3rd – Menzies, Chanlockfoot 34kg £94
to Pickstocks
Class 2 (39.1-45kg)
1st – Reid, Glendearg 40kg £106 to
West Scottish Lamb
2nd – Reid, Glendearg 42kg £110 to
MacTaggarts
3rd – Eastham, Longburgh Fauld 44kg
£109.50 to J Gittins
Class 3 (45.1kg and over)
1st & Champion – Reid, Glendearg
49kg £123 to J Tucker
2nd & Reserve – Reid, Glendearg 46kg
£120.50 to A Lennox
3rd – Carruthers, Woodhall 50kg £116
to West Scottish Lamb
North Country Cheviot
Class 1
1st – Muir, Cleughbrae 40kg £111 to
Farmers Fresh

PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER KILO)
Beltex 422p Kirk House, 405p Easter
Ochtermuthill, 382p Paddock House,
380p Corstane.  
Texel 400p Westernhopeburn, 340p
Dipton Foot, 321p Kirk House, 317p
high house, 314p Orchardbank.         
Hill Cheviot 298p Corstane, 294p
Cleughbrae, 281p Routin Lynn, 280p
Tormore & Chanlockfoot.
Suffolk 293p Leanach, 291p Tormore,
281p High House, 275p Outertown.  
Blackface 285p, 269p, 267p Killipol,
264p Wanwood Hill, 262p Killipol.   
North Country Cheviot 277p Cleugh-
brae. 
Herdwick 274p, 270p Orthwaite Hall.
Hampshire 273p Rowanburnfoot.  
Mule 260p Killipol, 254p Rowanburn-
foot, 252p Killipol, 251p Wydon Eals.
Charollais 242p Dipton Foot, 240p 
Tinnishall.   
PRINCIPAL PRICE (PER HEAD)
Texel £200 Westernhopeburn, £180
Yatesfield, £162 Crindledyke, £160
Carran, £152 Dunjop & Tercrosset.     
Beltex £164 Dunjop, £164, £160
Easter Ochtermuthill, £160 Corstane,
£159 Killocraw, £156 Corstane.
Suffolk £150 Ridsdale, £144 The Land,
£141 Easter Ochtermuthill, £140 Pad-
dock House & Mossburnford.   
Charollais £149 Tinnishall.
Hill Cheviot £142 Corstane, £138
Routin Lynn, £133 Drycleuchlea &
Blackburn.      
North Country Cheviot £140, £132
Longoe.

Blackface £133 Penchrise, £129
Prospect House, £128 Meikle Fieldie.
Mule £129 Kirkhouse, £124 High
House, £120 Upper Chatto.  
Cheviot Mule £125 Kilnford Croft.
A smaller show of 3,181 ewes were for-
ward.  
Heavy ewes proved very good to sell

with 21 ewes selling at £240+ and 91
at £200 or over. Topping at £278 for
Texels from AJ & LJ Haston, Dearham
Hall, Dearham, whose fantastic run of
Texel ewes averaged a staggering
£248. Also hitting the heights was an-
other outstanding run of 21 Texel ewes
consigned by W Barr & Co.,
Thirlestane, Lauder topping at £262
and averaging a marvelous £242.
Suffolk ewes sold at £248 from H

Martindale, The Land, Ecclefechan.
Mule ewes to £152 from R Wallace &

Co., Mains of Collin, Kirkcudbright.  
Hill ewes topped at £125 for Cheviots

from Woodfoot Farm, Whinneyknowe,
Hightae with a pen of
13 Blackface ewes selling at £119

from AW Ainslie, Linkshead, Berwick.
Rams again sold to a serious trade

topping at £230 for Bluefaced Leices-
ters from Linkshead, Berwick.
A Texel ewe was kindly donated by

Mr T Holmes, Nutholm, Lockerbie sell-
ing to raise funds for The Disaster
Emergencies Committee Fund for the
children and the future of Ukraine. The
ewe went onto sell for £500 purchased
by Shan, selling again then at £600 to
N Kinsey, followed by selling at £500 a

time to J Tucker, D Holmes, D McDon-
nell, C&D Auction Marts Ltd, Lan-
cashire Direct & J Stevenson Bendles
Solicitors LLP totaling over £4,500 for
the cause.
All quantities of ewes are required for

this week’s sale as the ewe trade is set
to hold at this week’s extreme rates of
return as numbers begin to tighten.
More ewes are required and can be
sold on a weekly basis to vendor’s ad-
vantage. Please do not hesitate to con-
tact our auctioneers for further entries
or enquiries.

HEAVY EWES
Texel £278, £262 Dearham Hall, £262,
£255 Thirlestane, £250 Commonside,
£240, £235, £230 Thirlestane, £230
Dearham Hall, £228 Ridsdale & Peela
Hill, £225 Beckfoot.      
Suffolk £248, £208, £206 The Land,
£200 Kilnford Croft.   
Bluefaced Leicester £182 Linkshead.
Beltex £180 Midtown, £166 Mains of
Collin.
Charollais £168, £157 Beckfoot, £154
Viewley.    
Mule £152 Mains of Collin, £143
Linkshead, £138 Nirvana, £136 High-
town, Lower Ardmannoch & Mains of
Collin, £135 Chapel, £134 Marygate,
£132 Old Rectory & Linkshead.  
North Country Cheviot £150 Hillside
& Dunjop, £149, £148 Achow, £144
Whins & Hillside, £140 Viewley.   
Bleu du Maine £142 Ridsdale.
Cheviot Mule £141 Dunjop.

Blue Texel £134 Risdale.

LIGHT EWES
Hill Cheviot £125 Whinneyknowe,
£123 Allfrnaught, £122 Drycleuchlea,
£118, £115 Commonside, £114
Berryfell, £113 Clackmae, £112 Whin-
neyknowe.  
Blackface £119 Linkshead, £116 Mary-
gate, £115 North Corrielaw, £112
Heatherglen, £112, £110 Mains of
Collin, £110 Beckfoot.
Kendal Rough £113 Chapel.   
Swaledale £111 Hightown, £105 Trier-
main, £96 Chapel, £94 Heatherglen,
£91 Chapel, £90 Orthwaite Hall.  

RAMS
Bluefaced Leicester £230 Linkshead.

Texel  £212 Golden Lane, £210
Linkshead.
North Country Cheviot £178 Lower
Gills, £170 Hillside.
Suffolk £160 Archerbeck & Viewley,
£148 Linkshead.      
Charollais £145, £144, £141 Beckfoot.
Blackface £132 Toft House, £124
Wanwood Hill, £120 Riskenhope.
Cheviot £124 Upper Chatto.   
Averages:
Hoggs
Light to           306.0p (233.4p)
Standard to          422.0p (263.5p)
Medium to            380.0p (268.2p)
Heavy to                     400.0p (239.0p)
Ewes Light to    £125.00 (£89.14) 
Heavy to                     £278.00 (£130.60)
Rams to                 £230.00 (£121.73)

Around the marts

by Brian Hinchcliffe
Sunday saw one of the 

Eskdale Show’s big annual
treats - the Soup and Pudding
event which proved massively
popular. The Sunday
lunchtime feast was organised
to raise funds for this year’s
Eskdale Show in September.
The Masonic Hall on Mary

Street proved spot-on, attract-
ing a large number of couples
and families. The fare on offer
included real farmhouse-style
soups and broths, served  with
home-style bread and butter.
Delicious desserts followed,
from exotic chocolaty treats
to good old-fashioned crumble
and custard, and all rounded
off with a massive raffle.

Fair’s
Fare A Texel

for Ukraine
More disruption 

expected for farmers 
After two years of market volatility due to the global coronavirus
pandemic, the Russian invasion of Ukraine has led to renewed
market turbulence across the red meat supply chain, with the
potential for even greater disruption.
Quality Meat Scotland economist, Iain Macdonald, says the current

crisis again demonstrates the complexity of global supply chains
and a sustainable and secure food supply must remain a key consid-
eration along the path to net zero.
With the Black Sea region one of the world’s key arable crop

exporters, the most obvious potential impact is on an already tight
grain and oilseed market balance. The closure of Ukraine’s ports
and sanctions on Russia have the potential to further reduce the
supply of crops into the world market towards the end of this
marketing year and into the next, while the difficulty in planting and
fertilising spring crops in Ukraine will constrain supply in the next
marketing year.
“In some markets, things will eventually settle down as businesses

adjust and switch suppliers and logistics. As seen in the pandemic,
this can lead to short-term volatility in pricing and availability,” said
Mr Macdonald.
“Within the Scottish red meat sector, pig producers are most

exposed to rising global grain markets. Cattle finishers are also
highly exposed to rising feed costs. For example, based on QMS
Enterprise Profitability data, to offset a 50% rise in feed costs, 
cereal-based finishers would need a 42p/kg lift in the price paid for a
382kg -U3 grade young bull; and that is before considering other
input cost increases,” he said.



Just over a month ago, my mobile phone rang one 
afternoon, and it was David Stevenson calling from 
Barbados. He was disappointed that there would be no
official function on March 11th to commemorate the
50th Anniversary of Neil Armstrong’s visit to Langholm.
Would the Buccleuch Centre organise an event and
work with Centre Stage Community Theatre, who were
planning a Spectacular Sound and Light production in
the Parish Church that evening? David is a difficult
man to say no to - but I was very happy to help with
this, especially since the event would be one of the first
in The Buccleuch Centre after almost three months of
shutdown due to covid restrictions. 

Very quickly, working with
Chris Jones and Judith Johnson
of Centre Stage, a plan was put
together for an “After Moon
Tea” in the Buccleuch Centre
and an unveiling ceremony for
a special plaque to be placed
on the wall outside the Centre.
Invitations were sent out to
our planned guest speakers, and
they all replied and accepted
by return. It was obvious that
this would bring lots of happy
memories back to many people
and the draw of Neil Armstrong
was as strong as ever. 
The timing of the event was
perfect, as the much-delayed
Buccleuch Centre Brochure was
about to go out at the end of
February, and this event could
be featured in it. Some quick
work by Alan Weatherstone 
enabled all this to happen and
the new Brochure finally was
posted out to all of our 4000
customers. 
Gradually, the momentum of
the event picked up and the
press started to take an interest,
so before we knew where we

were, we were being contacted
by all kinds of media represen-
tatives and politicians from the
Scottish Parliament.
Very soon the day of the event
was upon us, and my first job
was to take Ken MacTaggart,
the Space Historian to Langholm
Academy, where he was going
to give a talk to S1-S3 pupils
about Neil Armstrong. 

Academy
We arrived at Langholm
Academy and were made very
welcome by the staff. In her 
introduction to the students about
Ken, the Headteacher asked the
question “What were Neil 
Armstrong’s first words when
he set foot on the moon?” Very
quickly, one of the students
replied, “That’s one small step
for man. One giant leap for
mankind” but he said that Neil
had got it wrong, and it should
have been “One small step for
(a) man.” 
Ken MacTaggart was very 
impressed with this reply, and
it set the tone for the rest of the

lecture. Many questions were
asked by the students, with a
good rapport between Ken and
them. They were very well 
behaved and obviously enjoyed
his presentation. Ken presented
copies of his book for the school
library.
After the lecture at the 
Academy, Ken expressed an 
interest to see The Tarras Valley
Nature Reserve, so I took him
up onto the Langholm Moor
and within two minutes of park-
ing at hen harrier corner, a 
female hen harrier appeared,
and we followed her through
our binoculars for a good few
minutes. Further along the road,
we met Mac Hotson and he
gave Ken lots of information
about the many raptors that fre-
quent the Moor from spring 
onwards.

Interviews
We then headed to The 

Buccleuch Centre for the main
event of the day, just as a crew
from Border TV arrived to film
interviews with our guests. First,
Billy Young was interviewed,
giving his reflections on the
day 50 years ago, when he was
only a boy at the time. There
followed interviews with Grace
Brown, Fiona Armstrong, and
Ken MacTaggart. Grace was
wonderful and had such a clear
memory of that day 50 years
ago and the work that had been
involved in organising it. Fiona,
looking splendid in her 
Armstrong Tartan, spoke about
how wonderful it had been for
Langholm 50 years ago.
When it was Plaque unveiling
time, I asked all those who had
been present in the Parish
Church or The Buccleuch Hall
50 years ago to come forward
and help unveil the Plaque. I
was delighted this happened
without mishap and nobody was
hit by the many bulldog clips
holding the Lunar Tartan cover
in place. There was then a pho-
tograph of the guests and those
present from 50 years ago in
front of the splendid new plaque.
It’s amazing how quickly politi-
cians came forward to be 
included in this photograph,
even if they were not there 50
years ago.  
Then we all headed back into
The Buccleuch Centre for 
afternoon tea and a lovely 
musical recital by Jamie Telford,
looking splendid in his Elton
John suit. His choice of songs
was all suitable for a Moon 
occasion and were well received
by everybody.  Billy Young as

Chairman gave a lovely intro-
duction to all our guests and
Grace Brown came forward to
give a wonderful speech about
the organisation of the event 50
years ago. Her memory after
all this time is tremendous and
it was clear she was so proud
of having been involved in such
a momentous occasion. Lord
Lieutenant for Dumfriesshire
Fiona Armstrong clearly was
also very proud of her Langholm
connections, and at the end of
her speech, read a special Civic
Proclamation from The Mayor
of Wapakoneta, Neil 
Armstrong’s hometown. 
The afternoon finished with a
superb 30-minute presentation
from Dr. Ken MacTaggart about
Neil Armstrong.
As the day unfolded, I became
more aware of how special the
event was 50 years ago and
when Grace Brown mentioned
that a map had been produced
that showed the only two places
in the UK as London and
Langholm, it made me realise
that we had been very fortunate
that Neil Armstrong had 
accepted our invitation to come
to Langholm.
In the evening, I attended
Langholm Parish Church and
the spectacular Sound and
Light Production 
by Centre Stage 
Community Theatre.
This was excellent
and again it
showed us all
how huge an
event it was 50
years ago, with
hundreds of people
visiting Langholm

from all

over the country. 
My last function on this special
occasion was to visit Gilnockie
Tower on Saturday morning for
a special viewing of the 
Armstrong Tower. The renova-
tion work done there over the
last few years has been spec-
tacular and it’s well worth a
visit. 

Twinning
With huge coverage of this
50th Anniversary in the press
and on Border and National TV,
we must in the future make
more of the special
r e l a t i o n s h i p
Langholm has
with Neil 
Armstrong.
I would
like to see
perhaps a
twinning
a r r a n g e -
ment be-
t w e e n
Langho lm
and the town of
Wapakoneta
in Ohio,
USA. 
T h i s

is something for Langholm,
Ewes, and Westerkirk Commu-
nity Council to discuss in the
future and I would hope they
would return the compliment,
by sending greetings to them in
July, when they celebrate the
50th Anniversary of the Space
Museum in their town. 
It has been an absolute pleasure
to be involved with this event
to celebrate the 50th Anniversary
of Neil Armstrong’s visit to
Langholm exactly 50 years ago.
I would like to take this oppor-
tunity of thanking everybody

who helped to make it
such a success and es-
pecially my team at
The Buccleuch Cen-
tre for all the work
they put in to pro-
vide such an ex-

c e l l e n t 
function. 
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Gavin Graham reports on a successful anniversary event at The Buccleuch Centre
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Spencer Armstrong with Dr Ken Mctaggart
during his visit to Langholm Academy

Mission accomplished!
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Grace with Fiona Armstrong, holding the Civic Proclamation from the
Mayor of Wapakoneta, Neil’s hometown (in Ohio, USA.!)

Grace Brown, former Depute Town Clerk, was heavily involved in the arrangements for Neil Armstrong’s 
visit to Langholm. Grace is being interviewed by Border Television Robin Nixon and John Packer unveil the plaque commemoratimg the astronaut’s visit

Invited guests of 50 years ago with the Queen’s Representative Fiona Armstrong, flanked by two MSPs seizing a photo opportunity..!

Guests at the After’Moon’ Tea held in The Buccleuch Centre Jamie Telford played moon-themed songs during the afternoon

The Buccleuch Centre buzzed with excitement and lights and lasers lit up the Parish Kirk in a superb day of celebration of the Neil Armstrong anniversary

Catherine Heymans, the Astronomer Royal for Scotland sends
a message of support to the Muckle Toon

The light and laser show in Langholm Parish Church created by Centre Stage Community Theatre 
was a spectacular sight to behold

A beautifully illuminated church welcomed the audience Local notable, David Calvert, was asked about his memories of the day in the documentary

The impressive documentary included footage from NASA and BBC archives Langholm’s own Grace Brown provided a wealth of information from her 
direct involvement in the event 50 years ago

The blue plaque was unveiled on the wall of The Buccleuch Centre

Gavin Graham, Chairman of The Buccleuch Centre welcomes everyone to the unveiling ceremony



www.eladvertiser.co.ukEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser10 Thursday March 17, 2022

Neil Armstrong on top of Gilnockie Tower during his 1972 visit

A stellar effort all round

By Alan Weatherstone

The evening of 11th March
2022 saw a spectacular
event take place in
Langholm Parish Kirk as
part of the day’s space-
related celebrations.
Centre Stage Youth 

Theatre  organised a light
and laser show to com-
plement their impressive
video documentary about
Neil Alden Armstrong and
the Apollo 11 mission to
the moon in 1969.
The video included little

seen footage from both
NASA and the BBC along
with interviews, anecdotes
and photographs of that
special day back in 1972
when the first man to set
foot on the moon set foot 

in Langholm, becoming 
its  first and hitherto only
Freeman of the Muckle
Toon.
The outside of the Kirk

was beautifully illuminated,
welcoming the 100 or so
audience. Sitting inside,
the interior of the church
was also bathed in light
and there was a spectac-
ular laser show.  This was
particularly appropriate
given the cosmic flavour
of the documentary.
Now, Chris Jones doesn’t

like being mentioned by
name, but he, with a little
help form his Centre Stage
pals researched and 
organised a large part of
the days proceedings. For
that, Langholm thanks him.
It was a truly impressive
celebration of a special
event.

Gilnockie Tower
remembers too

By Christine Calvert

The Town Band returned to
the contest stage on Saturday
in Perth, in its first competitive
outing since the Borders 
Entertainment Contest at 
the Buccleuch Centre in
November.
Playing Gordon Langford’s
‘Facets of Glass,’ we played
again in the 3rd Section of 
the Scottish Championships,
looking to gain a good result
and secure promotion to the 2nd
Section for the first time in our
history.
The Championships returned
after a one year break due to

the Covid pandemic, and current
remaining restrictions meant
players had to sit separated by
a metre, which made playing
well as an ensemble much more
difficult.
Drawn at number 7 in the sec-
tion, the Band played well with
the performance well received
by the audience and online com-
mentators 4barsrest and British
Bandsman. 
They commented: “The stan-

dard, which has been pretty
good here so far, was taken up
a real notch or two by Langholm
Town under Chris Shanks, with
a performance that blended all
the basic elements and had

enough on top to put a potential
title winning cherry on too. My
word it was good – a great read-
ing of character and solidity,
backed by super lead lines, great
tuba foundation and colourful
percussion. You sat back and
enjoyed that – and I think the
MD and his players did 
too. Bravo!”And “Brilliant per-
formance here from Langholm.
The best mix of musical risk
and execution all day. A clear
leader”
Adjudicators for the day Helen

Douthwaite and Sandy Smith
were, however, of a different
opinion. Helen’s notes suggest
she enjoyed the performance;

Sandy Smith’s were a little less
favourable. 
Overall, we finished a rather
disappointing 5th and remain
in the 3rdSection for another
year. The Band will now begin
preparations for a busy summer
season, with all of us eagerly
anticipating something more like
normal life.

By Mairi Telford Jammeh

Fifty years ago, Neil 
Armstrong visited Gilnockie
Tower to see the home of his
Armstrong ancestors. And in
celebration last weekend, the
Tower threw open its doors,
drawing visitors in with 
re-enactments of reiving 
life, demonstrated by the
Teviotdale Steel Bonnets.
Within the tower is a wonderful
exhibition of Neil Armstrong

memorabilia showing the day
he became the first and only
Freeman of Langholm on 11th
March, 1972.
Visitors were able to ‘meet’
some Border Reivers, who 
explained what life was like in
the 16th century on the Anglo-
Scottish border. On arrival, we
were met by a guard outside
the main door in period dress
and there was a different Reiver
on each floor.
Upstairs Dr Mort had on dis-

play some medical equipment
from those times, which looked
particularly gruesome, while
Grant Little on the floor above
was able to show off some of
the weapons used in those dif-
ficult times. 
Other members of the Steel
Bonnets explained other aspects,
the team’s knowledge of life at
that time was very good and
visitors were fascinated to learn
what they could. Guide Tom
Jack was also on hand with

great knowledge of the history
of the tower.
Teviotdale’s Grant Little pre-
sented a steel bonnet and pike
to Ian Martin of Gilnockie tower
for safe keeping. These will
now be on permanent display,
along with other artefacts 
depicting reiving life.
Mr Webster and grandson Liam
from Carlisle said they thor-
oughly enjoyed their visit and a
free cup of tea in the café after
they had seen all the displays.

Gilnockie Tower flew both the Stars and Stripes and the NASA flag

Band a bit disappointed

Ian Martin of Gilnockie Tower receives a steel bonnet and pike from 
Teviotdale’s Grant Little

A lunar night of
lights and lasers
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Please send your events for this FREE  listing below, to sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

WHAT’S ON IN ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE 

MARCH

Thurs 17th Dippy Dora Clearance 9.30am to 7.30pm Langholm Pop-up Shop

Mon 21st -
Sat 26th LAODS Calamity Jane Bucleuch Centre 

Sat 26th Langholm Baby & Toddler Fundraiser
9.30am Langholm Pop up Shop

APRIL
Tues 5th Free Tennis Camp age 5 to 9 years, 3-5pm Canonbie Tennis Courts

Wed 6th Free Tennis Camp age 10yrs+ 3-5pm Canonbie Tennis Courts

Tues 12th Free Tennis Camp age 5 to 9 years 10am to12 noon. Age 10+ years 12 noon to 2pm. Canonbie Tennis Courts

Sat 16th Pre-school children Easter fun 10-12 Canonbie Community Cafe

Sun 17th Langholm Horseracing Association meeting
2pm Castleholm

BEPUZZLED

LOCAL NOTICEBOARD

LOCAL 
NOTICEBOARD
Advertise on the
NOTICEBOARD
this size
5cm x 1col
only

£15 inc VAT

LOCAL NOTICEBOARD
Advertise on the
NOTICEBOARD
this size 5cm x 2col 

only

£20 inc VAT
Contact: sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

IT’S QUIZ WEEK...don’t you know?
Questions

1)  The album ‘Rubber Soul’ was by which group?

2)  Known as Venus to the Romans and Freya to Norsemen, 
       what was the goddess known as to the Greeks?

3)  What type of animal is an Oryx?

4)  The term GCHQ refers to what?

5)  What Cabinet post was held by Denis Healey, Sir Geoffrey
       Howe, Nigel Lawson and John Major?

6)  ‘And so to bed’ is a quotation from which famous diarist?

7)  What was mountaineer Geoge Mallory quoted as saying 
       when asked why he was attempting to climb Mt Everest

8)  What sport would you be taking part in if you performed a
       ‘pile-driver’

9)   In which TV programme did Gordon Kaye play the 
       character René Artois?

10) Who was the first American president to be assassinated?

11) The oldest pub in Britain, Ye Olde Trip to Jerusalem, is 
       situated in which English city?

12) What is the largest totally freshwater lake in the world?

13) Kevin Rowlands was the lead singer and founding member
       of which group?

14) What is the name for the tough fibrous flexible connective 
       tissue that links bones together?

15) Which composer’s principal works were the opera ‘Porgy 
       and Bess’ and Rhapsody in Blue for piano?

16) In German this musical instrument is called a Dudelsack, 
       but what is it called in English?

17) Which film was ‘Raindrops keep falling on my head’ written 
        for?

18) In mythology who was the principal god of the greeks?

19)Which soldier and statesman had a horse named 
       Copenhagen?

20) What type of animal is a Mandrill?
ANSWERS...no cheating!!

Beatles 1
Aphrodite 2
Antelope 3
Government Communications Headquarters 4
Chancellor of the Exchequer 5
Samuel Pepys 6
‘Because it’s there’ 7
Wrestling 8
‘Allo ‘Allo 9
Abraham Lincoln 10

11  Nottingham
12  Lake Superior
13  Dexy’s Midnight Runners
14  Ligament
15  George Gershwin
16  Bagpipes
17  Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid
18  Zeus
19  Duke of Wellington
20  Baboon



By Cerys Gough

In just over a month’s time
on April 9th, I will be host-
ing a Ceilidh at the
Langholm Social Club to
raise money for Marie
Curie, a charity close to
my heart.
Grief is something we all

must deal with at some point
in our lives. Losing friends
and family is difficult and
heart-breaking, and for those
suffering from terminal illness,
the time leading up to their
death can be long and
painful, and stressful for their
loved ones. The pandemic
has seen over 160,000
deaths due to coronavirus in
the UK, with the elderly and
people with pre-existing
health conditions making up
a large portion of that number.
Hundreds of thousands of
families and friends have
been affected by grief on top
of the stress and uncertainty
the pandemic has caused.
While loss of life is inevitable

for everyone at some point,
there are ways in which the
experience for the dying per-
son and their families can
be supported to be as peace-
ful as possible. This is where
Marie Curie comes in.
In 1930, Prime Minister

Stanley Baldwin opened a
hospital in Hampstead spe-
cialising in radiotherapy treat-
ment for women and 
research into terminal ill-
nesses like cancer. The hos-
pital was almost entirely 
destroyed during air raids in
World War Two, but some
key equipment was recov-
ered from the rubble. In 1948,
the rebuilding of the hospital
began and Marie Curie was
founded as a charity in the
medical field. Named after
the Polish scientist who dis-
covered radium and poloni-
um, which revolutionised
treatments for cancer, Marie
Curie is now the UK’s leading
end of life charity. They care
for over 40,000 terminally ill
people a year, through the

provision of nurse and hos-
pice care and advice. They
help patients have a peaceful
end of life experience, and
support their families through
the difficult time. Their work
is vital but as a charity, Marie

Curie relies solely on dona-
tions to continue their work,
hence why I’m fundraising
for them this year. 
The Ceilidh I’m hosting at

the Langholm Social Club will
have live music from Iain 

Anderson and Eric Good-
fellow, and a raffle including
prizes donated generously
by local businesses. Tickets
are £5 and all funds raised
will be going to Marie Curie
through another charity event,
the Kiltwalk. Taking place in
Glasgow, two weeks after my
Ceilidh, I will be taking part
in the Kiltwalk, a 22-mile walk
starting in Glasgow Green,
with hundreds of participants.
The organisers of the event,
the Hunter Foundation, top
up all the funds raised by
50% for the chosen charity
of each participant. This
means the amount I raise in
advance through the Ceilidh
will be topped up, so even
more money will be going to-
wards supporting Marie Curie.
Then following this, in 

August, I’ll be traveling to
Nepal with my fellow students
at the University of Aberdeen
where I’m currently studying.
We’ll be hiking to Mount 
Everest Base Camp to take
part in a sponsored trek. After

an internal flight from the
capital, Kathmandu to Lukla,
we will walk over 100km and
hike 3000m up through the
Khumbu National Park, to
the base of the highest moun-
tain in the world. All the funds
raised through sponsorship
will go to Marie Curie. 
I hope that by organising

and taking part in these three
fundraising events, I can do
my part to support Marie
Curie’s important work and
help those suffering from 
terminal illness. 
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Cerys’ Ceilidh for Curie
Langholm student organises music and dance evening in aid of charity

Polished performance

Cerys Gough will also walk to Everest Base Camp in Nepal

By Alison Aston

A SIXTH-FORM student from
Austin Friars School last week
scooped the top prize for her
performance in the open solo
brass section at the Carlisle
Music and Arts Festival.
Following Olivia Beckett’s suc-

cess in the solo competition
when she won the Alan Bran-
stone Memorial Shield, she was
awarded the prestigious George
Taylor Memorial Cup for the
highest mark in any brass class
in the festival. George Taylor
was a former conductor of
Langholm Town Band. 
Olivia, who is the eldest grand-

daughter of Alison and Robert
Aston, has been competing in
the Festival since she was in ju-
nior school and this is the second
time she has won the coveted
cup, the first time being in 2018
when she was just 14. This same
cup was won by Henry Jeffrey
in 2009. 
Adjudicator Marilynne Davies

said of Olivia: “It was a very
pleasing performance. Well
done.” 
“I played the second and third

movements of the Thorvald
Hansen sonata for cornet and
piano for my last music festival
performance” Olivia said. “I
thought it went well considering

it was the first proper solo since
pre-pandemic.” 
Dale Simmons, manager of

Annan Town Band, said the band
were so proud of Olivia winning
the trophies at the 
Festival. 
“Olivia has been part of Annan

town band for many years now
and is massively 

valued as a player and an 
individual.”
“Olivia’s leadership as principal

cornet has helped the band secure
some amazing results at com-
petitions, including the band be-
ing crowned Scottish 2nd section
Champions in 2020. She is in
inspiration and we are very lucky
to have her as part of the band.”

CCoocchhrraanneess NNuurrsseerriieess
Remember Mum on

Mother’s Day
with a 

beautiful bouquet
from Cochranes_________________

The Nurseries, Longtown
01228 791220

“Fantastic Service and nothing is too much trouble”

Open: Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm Saturday 9am - 4pm | Closed Sunday

HHaappppyy MMootthheerr’’ss DDaayy

Olivia Beckett with her Carlisle Music Festival trophies

To buy Ceilidh tickets,
please contact me,
Cerys, on 07711828105.
£5 entry tickets can be
reserved in advance by
texting me or can be
bought at the door on
the night. 

Doors open 7:30pm at
the Langholm Social
Club. Raffle tickets will
be sold and drawn on
the night, with prizes 
including donations
from local businesses.
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“A wee bit bield among the reshes” by Billy Scott 
Camera:Sony Experia 5

The E&L Gallery

Happy Hour at The Buccleuch Centre
“WOMEN’S TROUBLES” 
BY BEN BRINICOMBE

Popular local theatre company “Happy
Hour” bring their latest offering to the
Buccleuch Centre next month. The play
‘Women’s Troubles’ which was espe-
cially written for the Company by Ben
Brinicombe, is a continuation of, and 
includes part of, their short play called
‘Bottled Up,’ which they also performed
at the Buccleuch Centre.
This new production contains Happy

Hour’s usual blend of silly but adult humour
and is guaranteed to raise some laughs.
The story follows the lives of Agnes and

Elsie, who are joined now by Janet, who 
arrives and creates unwanted change.
Agnes fancies herself as a bit of an intellect;
she’s not. Elsie isn’t so bright. Agnes enjoys
feeling superior over Elsie but, throw Janet
into the mix and the dynamics alter. 
Writer Ben Brinicombe says “Inspiration

came from spending time with my mum
chatting with her friends”. He added that
middle aged women talk to each with no in-
hibitions and they resonate with each other. 
Theatre company Happy Hour was

formed in 2008 by Jenny Pike, Rob 
Graham and Bob McLure, three experi-
enced amateur actors, along with former 

professional actress Allison Rowe. Their
aim is to bring the stage to a wider 
audience by performing in more relaxed
settings, such as pubs and village halls as
well as in conventional theatres. 
“We are really excited to show people

what we are getting up to next. They will 
really enjoy the characters, and everyone
will recognise someone they have come
across,” said Alison Rowe
Founding member Bob McLure sadly died

in June 2020. Jenny Pike has fond memo-
ries: "I first met Bob in 1980 and we soon
appeared on stage together as husband
and wife in a production of ‘Wait Until Dark’.
It was to be a stage partnership that contin-
ued for many years and on many stages.
We played husband and wife so convinc-
ingly, so many times, and usually travelled
together. Some people actually thought we
really were married! We also played part-
ners, brother and sister and once mother
and son, much to Bob’s amusement. He
often mentioned I was that little bit older
than him. He was a joy to work with...
reliable, committed, professional and fun.” 

WOMEN’S TROUBLES opens at The
Buccleuch Centre on Wednesday 13th
April. Performances start at 7.30pm. 
Call the Box office on 013873 81196. 
Tickets also available at the door.

The cast of “Women’s Troubles, Jenny Pike, Becca Roberts and Allsion Rowe 

ENTERTAINMENT



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES
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PET SUPPLIESROOFING SERVICES

McCulloch
 Roo�ng Family Business Since 1979

28 Bank Street
Galashiels TD1 1EN

for a free quote or advice
Phone:01896 888664

web: mccullochroofing.co.uk

ALL ROOFING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Sla�ng ▪ Tiling ▪ Flat Roofs 
UPVC Windows and Doors 
UPVC Facias and Gu�ering

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows

E&L JOB SPOT

ELECTRICIANS
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BLINDS

COMPLAINTS

ESKDALE   & 
LIDDESDALE 
ADVERTISER

COMPLAINTS
To make a complaint about

anything in 
The Eskdale and 

Liddesdale Advertiser,
please visit the office on

Langholm High Street and
speak to the

Community Editor 
Penny Johnstone
Alternatively, please 
contact the company 
secretary by email: 

secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk
Or by writing to:  

The Company Secretary,
Muckle Toon Media,
Ashley Bank House,
Langholm DG13 0AN

POP-UP SHOP

LANGHOLM POP-UP SHOP
March 2022

■ Saturday 19th March (74 High St)
Kristy Blaen - Tropic skincare

■ Saturday 26th March  (74 High St)
Langholm Baby & Toddler Group
(cake sale fundraiser)

■ Saturday 26th March (The Wee Workshop)
Flowers by Kathryn

To book a space: Call Sharon Irving on 07862 367209
or email: sharon@ashleybank.co.uk

We are now looking for two winding
and twisting operatives. Full training
on our specific equipment will be given.

We are a busy dyehouse, and are looking
to expand our production. 

Working hours would be 
Monday - Thursday, 4pm to 10pm. 

24 hours a week, with some additional
shifts available Friday and weekends

during busy periods.

Please apply including your CV to 
enquiries@fts-dyers.co.uk

Winding & Twisting
Operatives

WILSON PETS
42-44 High Street, Langholm

Selling a wide range of food 
and accessories

from smaller pets to horse
Now stocking equine 
and country clothing 

by Walker & Hawkes made in UK
Boots by Grisport Footwear 

Locally made knitted hats and
headbands 

or email wilsonpets@outlook.com

Local delivery available.
Contact Elizabeth 

on 013873 20662 or
07869 186515

Opening hours:
●   Monday and Tuesday 9am to 5pm 
●   Wednesday 9am to 1pm
●   Thursday 10.30am to 7pm, 
●   Friday 9am to 5pm
●   Saturday 9am to 4pm
●   Sunday Closed
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Langholm Girls’ 
football team is thriving

Football
After a fantastic response
to the football sessions for
girls that started last
November, the Langholm
Primary players made their
eagerly anticipated debut
last Thursday welcoming
a team from Gretna Youth
Academy (with three boys
to make up the numbers)
to play friendlies. With
enough girls playing foot-
ball in Langholm, they were
able to field three 7-a-side
teams, with a substitute
and make it a four-team
round-robin event.

The P5 – P7s have only
been training for three
months and in this short time
have shown great effort, ded-

ication and made great
progress. All three teams
performed admirably how-
ever, Gretna Youth Academy
ran out eventual winners of
the round robin that finished
with an entertaining goalless
final game and the girls ask-
ing who they are playing
next.

Calum Graham, who runs
the coaching, thanked Gretna
Youth Academy for bringing
their teams to Langholm and
the young sports leaders
from the school for 
refereeing.

“All the girls did fantastic
this evening,” he said,
“they’re eager to learn and
improve their game. The 

support from the side-lines
was great for them to expe-
rience, after two years of
Covid restrictions.”

Calum says work on a strip
design for the junior and 
senior teams is underway
and there is an offer of po-
tential sponsorship from a
local business. Funding has
been secured to keep the
girls sessions free of charge
and most of the girls are
looking forward to a trip to
Hampden Park on Tuesday
12th April to watch Scotland
v Spain ladies in a World
Cup Qualifying Match. 

Matt Hall presented the
prizes.

Walking the watersheds
Long-distance
walker
To most of us the word 
‘watershed’ probably means
the time after which pro-
grammes deemed unsuit-
able for children can be
shown on television. But
when writer Seb Mann 
decided to get to know the
UK better by walking its
entire length, he discovered
a very different meaning
to the term. 
“Basically, it’s a line of

high ground which defines
which river rain ends up
in,” he says. “I discovered
there’s one that begins at
Dover, and that was a bit of
a gift to me really in terms
of starting the walk from
there. When I did my 
research, I found that the
course of the watershed took
me to a lot of places I 
wanted to visit, so that’s
pretty much the route I’m
following, though I’m not

sticking to it religiously.”
Seb’s original goal was to

write a book charting his
experiences along the way,
the people he met and the
communities he visited. He
began his walk in July last
year and took a short break
when he reached the Scottish
Borders. This week, he
chose Newcastleton as the
starting point for phase two
of his walk and took some
time out to meet some of
the local residents to find
out more about Copshaw’s
history. He now thinks it
will make more sense to do
two books – one for England
and one for Scotland. 
“My idea is to visit dif-

ferent places along the way,
both cities and villages, talk
to different people, get a
feel for local culture and
local stories and try to build
a picture of the country in
2022. Having done the first
part of the walk, I now feel
one book might end up 
being slightly unbalanced, 

given the differences 
between the two countries.”
Seb reckons it will take

him around three months
to complete his walk and
then the hard work of writ-
ing his books will 
begin. 
He’s obviously adept at

getting a feel for a place in

a short space of time – as
proved when he summed
up his impression of 
Newcastleton.
“A very interesting place

with a strong core and peo-
ple who seem very conn-
ected to the village. I’d say
it seems close-knit but very
friendly.”

Langholm Girls Football Team fielded three 7-a-side teams

Badminton
OWEN ROSE, P7 from Langholm Primary
School won the Boys Annandale and Eskdale
Primary Schools Badminton Competition on
Monday night. He was competing against
children from other primary schools in the
area. He now has the opportunity to compete
at the Scottish School Badminton Finals in
Perth in May.

Badminton
finalist

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Mr Chris Hutchinson
Session clerk: 013873 73755 
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508

Carpet Bowling
Bulletin

By Luke Tolson

 BENTY PAIRS
The open pairs competition took place at the Benty Hall on

Saturday night. There were 32 entries and the winners were
Ryan Wood and Danny Hotson.(photo). Runners up were
Luke Tolson and Gregor Park. The beaten semi-finalists
were Eck and Rory Sloan and Jake and Roy Park. Thanks
to everyone for making the tournament a success! 

 STAPLETON
Last Thursday night, Stapleton bowlers had their annual

mixed pairs competition where club members have to invite
someone of the opposite sex to play with from a different
club. The winners were George Robinson and Lauren Scott.
They beat Fiona and Norman Armstrong in the final. 

Seb Mann is walking the length of Britain

Gilly Fraser meets a long-distance walker on his three-month journey
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Sports News
Thursday March 17, 2022

Sponsored by KELSO RACES

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
SATURDAY 26th march

MONDAY 4th APRIL
01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Athletics
16-year-old Conan Harper
from Langholm has set the
fastest 5000m time on the
road in the UK for an Under
17 athlete this year. 

He was entered in the B Race
of the recognised Podium 5k
Event that was held in Barrow-
ford, Lancaster. However, before
the race started on Saturday
and after he asked race organ-
isers, Conan was promoted to
the Elite Race. This was a strong
field of athletes that included
runners such as Oliver Dustin,
who competed at the 2020
Olympic Games in Tokyo and
Nike sponsored athlete, Ethan
Hussey one of British Athletics’
exciting young prospects. 

Conan shattered his personal
best with a time of 14:46 mins,
which is the fastest 5k time for
an U17 athlete in the UK this
year and 9th on the list of all
time fastest runs by an U17
athlete in the UK. 

Conan finished 24th out of
49 runners and was 3rd of the
U20 runners in the field. He
receives funding through the
"Welcome to Langholm" Future
Champions Awards and has
firmly set his sights on beating
this time later this year.

Conan sets fastest
5k in UK for U17

E&L
SPORT

Published by Muckle Toon Media Limited - SCO51449, at their offices, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH. Telephone 013873 80012      Price £1.00

Rugby
North Berwick 7 Langholm 22
Langholm RFC travelled to North
Berwick on Saturday to play their
first match for almost two months
against the league leaders. It was 
always going to be tough as North
Berwick have only lost twice this sea-
son, once to Langholm in September. 
The cold howling wind made play

difficult at times but the visitors were
determined to make a match of it
and this certainly turned out to be
the case.
Langholm opened the scoring with

an early penalty by Nathan Smith

but North Berwick quickly replied
with a converted try from their fly
half.
Langholm immediately went on the

attack and Smith put in a grubber
kick, gathered it and scored a good
try, which he also converted. Half
time score 7-10 to Langholm.
North Berwick started the second

half well, putting pressure on the
visitors but Langholm defended well.
Josh Duffy made a good break and
from the tackle Alistair Cavers went
round the corner to score. With the
score 7-15, Langholm maintained
their pressure and Smith took a good
ball and offloaded to Steve Nicol

who crashed over to make the score
7-22 to the visitors.
In the last 15 minutes, Langholm

were looking for a bonus point try.
With 5 minutes to go, Eddie Turner
picked up from the back of the scrum
and went over to score. The final

score was North Berwick 7 Langholm
27. A fantastic performance from the
small squad of 17, with every one of
them playing their hearts out. Callum
Henderson was the stand out player
and his tackling for the whole 80
minutes was magnificent.

Langholm’s Conan Harper is tipped for stardom

Hounds
FIRE LASS had a relatively
easy win on Wednesday but
had to pull out all the stops
to get past Border Prosper
on Saturday at Newcastleton.
Border Prosper led all the
way down the finish but
seemed to lose a bit of 
momentum when he hit the
flat ground just before the
line. Fire Lass was quick to
take advantage and romped
past to win by about two
lengths.  This was her fourth
win in a row and has yet to
be defeated this season.  

The Maiden Hounds was the
second race of the day with
five runners.  Castle Clansman
set off at a good pace with
Frankel in hot pursuit.  These
two led most of the way and
had opened up a bit of a lead at
the top end but as they appeared
on the finish Matilda had joined
them and as the handlers started
to call them home Frankel and

Matilda pulled away from
Clansman.  Frankel finished
strongly to win by about three
lengths with Matilda second
and Castle Clansman third.
Next race of the day was the
Pups and local hound Black
Thorn won nicely from Holm
Birch to make it two wins in a
row for the Telford kennel.
Delta Swift ran well for third
with Fire Side and Inspect get-
ting the other tickets.

RESULTS
Newcastleton 
Sunday 13th March
Seniors 
1. Fire Lass 2. Border Prosper
3. Border Pride 4. Delta
Supreme 5. Fire Strike 6. Mr
Finnegan 
7 Ran Time 21.41
Senior Maidens 
1. Frankel 2. Matilda 3. Castle
Clansman 4. Delta Spiral

5 Ran 4 Finished Time 21.48
Pups
1. Black Thorn 2. Holm Birch
3. Delta Swift 4. Fire Side 5.
Inspect 
9 Ran 5 Finished Time 13.44
All In
1. Explore 2. Overwater Stanley
3. Sea the Stars 
4 Ran Time 11.34

Burgh by Sands 
Thursday 10th March
Seniors
1. Fire Lass 2. Delta Scope 3.
Border Pride 4. Fire Belle 5.
Delta Supreme 6. Castle Clans-
man 
9 Ran Time 24.41
Pups 
1. Black Thorn 2. Border Reign
3. Tallulah 4. Delta Swift
6 Ran 4 finished Time 17.29
All In 
1. Delta Style 2. Delta Spiral
3. Mr Finnegan 
6 Ran Time 14.36

Fire Lass pulls out
all the stops

Aliy Ratcliffe with the successful Langholm team

Langholm win

Megan and Mandy Telford with Fire Lass


