
There are serious concerns
over the nature of an online
community consultation on
proposals to submit a retroac-
tive planning application for
a rifle range at Over Cassock 
And nearby residents are ask-

ing the developer’s representa-
tive Savills UK for more time
to examine the scheme before
it is submitted to planners as an
application for a major 
development.
Eskdalemuir Community

Council is calling for an 
in-person face to face consulta-
tion with local people at the
local community hub or public
hall instead of the one that is
scheduled to be held online next
week.
The developer, Mr E 

Glendinning, gave notice last
Thursday to the Community
Council of a four hour online
pre-application consultation to
be held on Thursday 3rd March.
The same notice was also pub-
lished in this paper. Community
Council Chair Nick Jennings is
asking for the notice period to
be extended to four weeks.
The proposal for the rifle range

at Over Cassock, an upland hill
farm, asks to accommodate a
facilities building and limited
hardstanding infrastructure. It
will need to be submitted to the
council as a ‘major’ development
after the authority ruled last
spring that an earlier application
for a ‘local’ development was
invalid. 
The Rifle Range became 

operational in 2017 and Mr

Glendinning says his proposed
application is merely seeking
consent for some additional 
facilities for users of the site,
with no new impacts on the
local community. The site is 
located to the north west of the
B709, approximately 4.3 miles
to the north of Eskdalemuir and
would be run by the Fifty Caliber
Shooting Association.
The developer says the Over

Cassock farming operation is
loss-making and the establish-
ment of the range would help
subsidise the farming activity,
which may have to cease without
it.
Nick Jennings, who is an 

experienced facilitator, and lives
near the range, has offered to
Chair a Community Forum on
the matter, to allow local resi-
dents to ask questions, raise
concerns and he says gain a
greater understanding of the

plans for the rifle range. 
“This would enhance the

prospect of a meaningful con-
sultation,” said Mr Jennings.
“The purpose of a Pre-
Application Consultation is sup-
posed to improve the quality of
planning applications; mitigate
negative impacts where possible;
address misunderstandings; and
air any community issues,” he
added.
The Community Council 

believes the planned online con-
sultation will not achieve this,
given that using the internet is
not the preferred method of
communication for a significant
portion of its community, in
particular the older residents. 
Poor digital connectivity in

Eskdalemuir is also a concern,
in addition to a lack of awareness
of the details of the proposal,
which are only available online.
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Objections to four hour
online consultation

Celebrating Frank
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD FOR LANGHOLM’S LONG-SERVING DYEING GURU: PAGE 8

GALLOWAY cattle averages
soared at the breed’s spring
show and sale at Castle 
Douglas with bulls selling to a
top of 15,000gns, one of the high-
est prices for a number of years.
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Tarras team are
‘over the moon’

Nature campaigners in
Langholm say they are ‘over
the moon’ with a £20,000 
donation to their crowdfunding
campaign from the conserva-
tion charity Rewilding Britain.

Full story: Page 5

Unthank Beowulf
is supreme champ

Full story: Page 6

Star Jumper

Congratulations to 14 year old
Matilda Brockley from
Langholm who is Scottish Ath-
letics National Indoor Cham-
pion in the Girls Under 15
Long Jump. 

Full story: Page 16

The members of the Common Riding held a meeting
on Monday evening at which they decided unani-
mously that Common Riding 2022 should go ahead
as a normal Common Riding.
Their next meeting is the AGM in March at which

other events including the public meeting and election
of Cornet will be organised. 
Everyone can therefore look forward to celebrating

our great day in the traditional manner.

Common Riding
gets go-ahead

Site of the proposed rifle range at Over Cassock, Eskdalemuir



> From Page 1
“This makes an online consul-

tation problematic and less inclu-
sive than may be desirable,” said
Nick. “Quite a few of our older
residents are either not comfortable
or completely unfamiliar with 
online communication platforms.”
Responding to local concerns
about the current method of con-
sultation being offered, Councillor
Archie Dryburgh said: “Obviously
this application and its predecessor
has raised some concerns to the
local community of Eskdalemuir
and beyond. It is important for
applicants to understand that there
are standards that are expected”
“I would suggest that it is 
important that the most should be
done for community consultation
from any applicant, especially on

a major application such as this,”
said Cllr Dryburgh, who is cur-
rently a member of the planning
applications committee.
Hannah Belford, a planner with
Savills UK, who’s acting for Mr
E Glendinning, said the Over 
Cassock project team will be avail-
able for a question and answer
session via online web text chat
between 3-7pm on Thursday 3rd
March at this website address
https://overcassock.co.uk
“Those wishing to make com-

ments on the proposals may do
so at the above website and/or
in writing to consultation@
overcassock.co.uk. Questions
can be submitted in advance of
the event, during or after but
no later than Friday 25th March
2022,” she said.
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Connell’s 
re-planting

Connell’s Planting on Hallpath, Langholm has been undergoing emergency felling

Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

Deaths

Emergency felling was being con-
ducted last week across the Tarras
Valley Nature Reserve in preparation
for the weekend storms blowing in.
Estate Manager Jenny Barlow said
the team was keen to get ahead and
respond early to prevent any further
damage to infrastructure and protect
the safety of the site.
In the aftermath of Storm Arwen last
November, Tarras Valley Nature 
Reserve experienced extensive damage
to its woodland. The damage was par-
ticularly bad at Connell’s Planting on
Hallpath, which saw most of the trees
in the popular community woodland
blown over or damaged. 
Hallpath now requires widespread
felling to clear it of the unstable trees.
The team at Tarras Valley Nature 
Reserve are busy working to organise
appropriate operations in the woodland
over the coming year. They are also
starting to develop restoration plans to
re-establish native tree planting on the
site. 
Jenny Barlow, Estate Manager said,

“It’s really sad to see this much-loved

woodland in such a damaged state after
the storms but it also brings a great
opportunity to work together to restore
native woodland habitat on the nature
reserve.”
The Langholm Initiative will be hold-
ing a community drop in event about
the Hallpath woodlands next Thursday
3rd March 17:00 – 19:00 at the 
Buccleuch Centre. The team will be
on hand to answer any questions people
might have, discuss felling operations
and are really interested in getting
feedback for the restoration of the site
once the trees have been felled. 
“We’re keen to bring everyone to-
gether to discuss plans for continuing
to make this a community space that
everyone can enjoy and we hope people
can make it along to our drop in event.
They can call in for as little, or as long
as they like through the evening,” said
Jenny 
Throughout the operations, Jenny
says there will be regular community
events to keep people up to date, and
community tree planting events are
planned for later in the year. 

J. & A. Hodgson
Independent Family Funeral Directors

134 High Street, Annan
A Caring Family Firm
Caring for your family

Private Rest Room
For 24 hour caring personal service

Tel. 01461 205920
Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors Member
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available on request

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser is part funded by the
above organisations along with charitable trusts and 

individuals from the community of Langholm.

Church Notices

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES
Church Services

Sunday 27th February
Langholm 10am

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Social Distancing 
will be observed.  
Please wear masks. 

Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 80859.

Charity no. SCO11946

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale and

Canonbie Churches
welcome you to

Worship on Sunday
morning at 10am and
11:30 respectively. 

In line with
government guidance

Worshippers are
advised to do a Lateral
Flow test on Sunday
morning and will be
required to adhere to

current Covid
restrictions.

Rev Morag Crossan
on 07861736071 or
email mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk

In Memoriam

Online consultation is less inclusive

Bespoke and crea�ve events that 
capture special memories
Funeral, Memorial and 

celebra�on of life  ceremonies 
Baby naming ceremonies

Weddings and vow renewals 

LLoovviinngg CChhooiiccee CCeerreemmoonniieess 
IInnddeeppeennddeenntt CCeelleebbrraanntt SSeerrvviicceess

CCaallll JJeennnnyy 0077880077 552200449999  
ffoorr aa ffrreeee,, nnoo oobblliiggaa��oonn ccoonnssuullttaa��oonn

DAGG GORDON (GATESHEAD) 

Formerly of Redmoss Farm, Newcastleton. 
Suddenly at home on 1st February 2022 aged 61
years. He was loved and will be sadly missed by
sister Ferne and brother George (Dodie) and by
many family members and friends. Funeral
service and cremation at Newcastle West Road
Crematorium on Friday 4th March at 12.45pm.
Family flowers only, donations if desired to
Samaritans.

REID
In loving memory of John who passed

away on 23rd February 2020. 

Those we love don’t go away, 
they walk beside us every day. 

We miss you so much. 
Love, Betty, Julia and Kevin.

James Rae & Sons
Headstones and Memorials

● Headstones
● Memorials
● Children’s Memorials
● Desks and Vases
● Memorial Design
● Memorial Restoration

11a George Street ● Annan
01461 202083 ● www.jraeandsonsheadstones.co.uk

Map showing
the perimeter of
the proposed
range at
Over Cassock



E&L wonders if this response from D&G Council to our request for information on how
they are dealing with our readers’ pothole problems might raise a chuckle or more likely an
irate eyebrow
Information request from E&L Editor:
Deadline tomorrow 1pm
Please can you tell the paper when the potholes in the Eskdale area are going to be repaired and
can you tell us how many claims are being submitted from the DG13 and DG14 postcodes?
A week later…Council response Sent on 09/02/2022 13:38:00 
The Roads Service Manager has asked for you to give specific
start and end dates for the period of claims.
E&L Editor:
May we have number of claims in Langholm area for the period
from 1st Feb 2021 to 4th Feb 2022.  And the answer to our query
received on 17/02/22:

Coucil responds with the map (left) and only the map
E&L Editor responds:
Would someone be able to give an explanation for this map and
what all the various colours are ?
Press Officer Response:
Now, that’s a $64k question, beyond a layman like me!
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Gaskell’s
Bridge
Update
The ailing Bridge on Gaskells
Walk will be removed this 
Saturday and it’s hoped the work
will be completed in one day.
Richard Masters, the council’s
Countryside Access Officer says
Buccleuch Estates has been sup-
portive, although they do not own
the land that the proposed alter-
native route is on. 
The Officer will be getting in

touch with the new owner to dis-
cuss the alternative access with
them. It’s hoped the new route
can be waymarked, with a kissing
gate at the roadside, next to the
existing field gate and cattle pen.

____________________

Woodland
safety
advised
With the clear-up of storm damage
in our forests likely to continue
for months, Forestry and Land
Scotland (FLS) is asking members
of the public to use their common
sense when visiting local wood-
lands.
Although some access routes

continue to be closed for safety
reasons, many are now open and
ready for the welcome return of
visitors. FLS is asking all visitors
to always obey signage, stay well
away from work areas if a path
or trail is blocked, and to turn
back if you can’t get through 
easily as neither can emergency 
services.
They also say not to walk

around, climb over or duck under
felled trees. With more storms
forecast, they're asking the public
to avoid going to the forest when
weather conditions are bad, as
trees which have previously been
made unstable may be blown
down without warning.

____________________

Ill-considered approach
Analogue phone switch-off will leave remote communities vulnerable

By Gilly Fraser
Remote communities like Newcastleton could be left
in a highly vulnerable position when the analogue tele-
phone system is completely switched off in 2025.
Landline operators are currently in the process of
switching every home phone in the UK to an internet-
based connection instead of traditional, copper-wire
landlines. However according to industry watchdog
Ofcom, around six percent of households in the UK –
that’s roughly 1.5million homes – do not have access
to the Internet. 

Copshaw Community
Council Chair Greg 
Cuthbert has described the
move as another stupid 
decision made by those in
ivory towers who have little
care or thought for areas
like Newcastleton. 
“When the community 

loses power, which is hap-
pening on an increasing
scale, this will leave most
without any means of con-
tact to family, carers, emer-
gency services and those
with the care call system.
Without power, the digital
system is useless, unlike the
analogue system. We have
no mobile signal when the
power goes out so are basi-
cally left without any means
of communication.”
Resilience Team Leader

Pauline Elliot says recent
bad weather highlights the
problems. 
“Over the last few months,

we have had three power
outages during which we
lost all methods of commu-
nication, with the exception
of the analogue phone sys-
tem. Even with the analogue
system, it can be challeng-
ing, but switching to digital
will mean people are not
able to contact the 

Resilience Group or outside
agencies such as Scottish
Borders Council, if an emer-
gency event was to 
occur.”
That point was demon-

strated last weekend when
Newcastleton residents
feared history could repeat
itself – again – as a series
of named storms put the
village under threat of flood-
ing for the third time in as
many years. It would have
been third time very 
UNlucky, happening at 
almost exactly the same
time of year. The village
was hit by long spells of
heavy rain, making the river
rise to worrying levels, as
storm Franklin followed hot
on the heels of storms 
Dudley and Eunice. Yellow
alerts were issued for both
wind and floods. A power
cut on Friday caused not
by the weather but by a fire
affecting a telegraph pole
on the Holm Hill left the
fuel pumps out of action at
the village petrol station for
several days. 
Greg Cuthbert says people

need to be made aware of
the situation and its impli-
cations. 
“The switch to digital has

already begun and I would

ask anyone who gets these
letters from BT to read the
small print where it informs
them that, ‘They, the resi-
dent, are responsible for tak-
ing precautions,’ in the event
of an emergency.”
Pauline Elliot says con-

tingency plans need to be
put in place well before the
switch-over is complete. 
“BT needs to consider hav-

ing a back-up in place to
support rural communities
such as Newcastleton.”
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Holey bizarre reponse from council

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

More remote communities like Newcastleton, Benty and Eskdalemuir may be 
adversely affected when analogue telephone lines are axed

NEWS
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Lockerbie
trains
The boss of rail operator,
Transpennine Express, has been
pressed to take urgent steps to
improve the reliability of trains
serving Lockerbie station. It
follows the latest spate of can-
cellations faced by local com-
muters.   
Dumfriesshire MP David
Mundell has highlighted the
scale of passenger anger at the
level of service being provided
in talks this week with the com-
pany's managing director, 
Mathew Golton. He said it was
particularly frustrating when 
locals have travelled many miles
to get to Lockerbie Station only
to find their trains have been
cancelled at short notice.  
Mr Golton highlighted a range
of factors such as staff covid
illness and on-going industrial
action, but accepted the service
hadn't been up to standard and
apologised to passengers. A fur-
ther meeting will be held in six
week’s time to discuss progress
being made to improve services.
Mr Mundell also plans to raise
constituents’ complaints about
the train operator with the UK
Rail Minister, Wendy Morton. 

■ ERSKINE CHURCH

At the Economy & Resources
meeting held on 15 February
2022, Item 6 “Outcome of
Langholm Conservation Area
character appraisal,” the 
Erskine Church was mentioned
on page 71, stating it had been
vacant since 1992 and there had
been scaffolding support on the
spire for nearly 20 years. On
page 91, it stated the Church
was situated in an awkwardly
positioned site, close to
dwellings and the main A7
Trunk road, and stating also
that it needs immediate atten-
tion.   
I raised the problem of the
Church at the meeting because
I have been requesting an inter-
nal and external survey to be
done since August 2021. I was
assured these would take place
fairly soon but like most things
with the Council, if you do not
pursue your requests on a con-
stant basis, they tend to be
pushed back into the under-
growth.

So it was an ideal situation at
the meeting to ask the Head of
Economic & Development for
some updates on the situation.
He assured me on camera that
an internal and external survey
would be carried out.
On 17 February 2022, I 
received an e-mail from the
team leader of Building 
Standards (responsible for dan-
gerous buildings), stating the
Council intended to carry out a
survey but that the Council
does not have the in-house 
experience to carry out this pro-
cedure. A tendering process has
been initiated to procure a spe-
cialist structural engineer to
carry out the work and report
back on the building’s condi-
tion to the Council.
So we are slowly moving for-
ward. I have always maintained
that since becoming involved
with the Church more directly,
it is not just the spire needing
checked but the whole build-
ing. Hopefully, at long last, the
Council Officers are moving in
the right direction.

■ ROADS
If you can cast your minds
back to August/September last
year, I was responding to the
many complaints about the
roads in the area and said there
was a road recovery fund which
would be used to repair all pot-
holes in towns across Dumfries
& Galloway.  The idea was the
men would stay in a particular
town until all the potholes were
filled, no matter how deep.
November was the time they
would be coming into
Langholm and I related this 
accordingly but unfortunately
this did not materialise. Then it
was moved to December, then
to January, then to February
and last week, I was notified it
would now be March. The
problems highlighted for these
delays were lack of in-house 
resources, weather and person-
nel doing winter service deliv-
ery.  The Council has now hired
outside contractors following a
procurement process.  Hope-

fully they will be in town in
March.  This situation should
have been addressed a long
time ago.  I have to say that the
Administration (the
Labour/SNP Coalition who run
the Council) do have to address
the road situation, especially in
Annandale East & Eskdale.

■ A7 RUBBISH
It never ceases to amaze me
what is dumped into the bins on
the Canonbie by-pass.  These
bins are not for stinking house-
hold rubbish, builders’ rubble,
old tyres, even white goods.
These last few months the
problem seems to have been
getting worse. I photograph the
rubbish left and send pictures to
the relevant Officers on a con-
stant basis but it is very difficult
to catch anyone – no names or
addresses visible. I have in 
the past discussed with the
Community Council the idea of
removing these bins for a trial
period but I did not get a lot of

reaction from them. Anyone
have any useful ideas? 
Can I also say that from
Langholm north to Mosspaul,
there is also a problem with
waste lying. It is like fighting a
losing battle for the guys who
lift these bins and do their best
to keep the laybys clean.

■ CHARGING POINTS

The charging points on the 
Kilngreen are now operational
and are quite simple to work!

■ SOME GOOD NEWS!

I have managed to obtain some
money to purchase new goal
posts (junior size) for the Dump
football pitch.  I will liaise with
the user groups to identify
where we will place the goal
posts and pitch markings 
accordingly.

Councillor Ron Tait

Councillor’s comments
Our regular column from D&G councillor

Ronnie Tait

NEWS
IN BRIEF

Jackie Zehnder lives at Hagg
on Esk, south of Langholm
on the A7. She opened her
ceramics studio last August
and also more recently host-
ed a Christmas Craft Fair. 
This March and April, Jackie
is hosting a six-week taster
course with various crafters
who will be tutoring their
individual craft. Starting on
Saturday 5th March and run-
ning through to Saturday
9th April from 10am to
12.30pm every Saturday for
six weeks, it is intended to
give you a chance to try a
new and different craft each
week and for you to enjoy a
new personal challenge,
Jackie said. “Who knows,
you might discover a hidden
talent”. 
Introducing the Crafters: 
Kath Beddingfeild alongside
her husband James spend
timein the Penton area as 
basket makers. . Kath will be
teaching course 
participants how to make a
lantern or two bird feeders to

give you the opportunity to
find out if you are a natural.

Clare Aide (Glassie Lassie)
is from Roadhead. Clare has
most recently had her glass
stars displayed in the Savoy
hotel in London as the main
feature of their Entrance foyer
Christmas display. Clare will
be showing you how to make
a fused glass panel.
Joanne Campbel, who is
from the Hollows, makes soy
candles using essential oils

to create her own scents.
Why soy candles? They last
longer than paraffin and are
biodegradable. With Joanne
you will make a medium can-
dle, tea lights and wax melts.
Isabelle Nichol is from New-
castleton. Alongside floristry
Isabelle helps run the family
farm and also finds time to
do other artistic crafts. With
Isabelle it will be possible to
learn how to make a Spring
wreath and posy to add a
cheery touch to Easter 
festivities.
With Jackie you will be mak-
ing a slab embossed vase
and tea light holder.
The cost of the course 
includes all materials, equip-
ment and also refreshments.
This year, Jackie is partici-
pating in Spring Fling and
opening her studio in June
to the public who follow the
Red Route. 

See list of all studios at
www.spring-fling.co.uk

It’s a crafty business



Thursday February 24, 2022  5 Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

Donation sends Tarras
team ‘over the moon’ Ladies

Burns Club
Members met on 17th February
in the Buccleuch Centre. After
a delicious coffee and traybake,
President, Nancy McLure 
introduced the speaker for the 
afternoon, past president, Ella
Porteous. 
Ella gave a marvellous, 

illustrated talk on a visit to
Peru and the Galapagos Islands
she and her husband had made.
They saw images of Machu
Pichu and the wonderful tiered
Inca architecture and scenery.
Ella told us of the super food
and a local drink called Pisco
she had sampled, made into
cocktails. They saw a variety
of exotic birds, condors and
flamingos, blue footed boobys,
tortoise, red crabs and marine
iguana to name but a few. 
Aileen Armstrong gave the

vote of thanks and the raffle
was drawn. Nancy reminded
everyone about the AGM on
31st March at 2.30pm in the
Buccleuch Centre and said:
“We shall have coffee, cake
and some fun”. 
Members are asked to think

of suggestions for speakers for
the next session and to give
feedback from the recent Burns
dinner. Langholm Ladies Burns
Club started in October 1947
and members are asked how to
commemorate their 75th 
Anniversary.

Nature campaigners in
Langholm say they are ‘over
the moon’ with a £20,000 do-
nation to their crowdfunding
campaign from the conserva-
tion charity Rewilding Britain.
The Langholm community is

seeking to raise £2.2 million to
double the size of the Tarras
Valley Nature Reserve, which
was created last year after the
first successful stage of the
South of Scotland’s biggest
community land buyout.
Doubling the size of the Re-

serve would see it encompass
ten and a half thousand acres
of upland moor, ancient wood-
land, meadows, peatlands and
river valley. 
The gift to the buyout cam-

paign gives fundraising efforts
a big boost, taking the current
total past £104,000 but there’s
still a fair way to go.
More than a thousand people

from across the UK and around
the world have already donated
to the public crowd funder on
the Go Fund Me platform, which
aims to raise at least £150,000
of the £2.2m needed.
Estate Manager at Tarras Val-

ley, Jenny Barlow, says the re-
sponse has been absolutely in-
credible: “Thanks to the dona-
tion from Rewilding Britain and
the amazing support and gen-
erosity of so many people from
across the UK and the world,
we’ve taken our ‘impossible
dream’ another step closer to
reality.” 
“But we have a long way to

go if we are to safeguard this
land for future generations by
bringing it into community own-
ership. 
A big push is needed over the

next few weeks to get us over
the line. We really need people
to keep donating to the crowd
funder, while we also seek sup-
port from major funders.”
The Langholm Initiative char-

ity is leading the race against
time to complete the buyout by
purchasing the remaining 5,300
acres of Langholm Moor from
Buccleuch Estates, before the
land is released to the open
market.
Buccleuch’s offer to keep the

land off the open market is time
limited. The £2.2m target needs
to be reached by the end of
May or the community’s chance
of purchasing the land will likely
be lost, as its price moves out
of their reach. 

Regeneration
The Langholm Initiative says

success in the second phase of
its land buyout would boost
plans for community regenera-
tion, including nature based eco-
tourism opportunities, and for
tackling the nature and climate
emergencies.
Rewilding Britain’s Chief Ex-

ecutive, Rebecca Wrigley said
the Langholm project was huge-
ly important and deserves all
the support it can get.  
“The people of Langholm are

showing how community-led
nature recovery projects can

make a real difference for peo-
ple, nature and climate. There
is a unique opportunity here to
bring this culturally important
land into community owner-
ship.”
“The buyout is an inspiring

example of local empowerment
and the positive change that
can happen when people come
together with a bold vision. 
We’re delighted to add our

support alongside the remarkable
generosity shown by over a
thousand people worldwide, and
we urge major funders to back
the appeal and help the 

community achieve something
truly historic,” said Ms Wrigley.
The buyout’s first phase saw

the Langholm Initiative and
Buccleuch Estates reach an
agreement of £3.8 million for
5,200 acres of land and six res-
idential properties in October
2020. 
As a result of achieving this,

the Reserve says globally im-
portant peatlands and ancient
woods are being restored, native
woodlands are being established
and wildlife protected.
The first buyout created 6 jobs

and detailed plans are underway

for generating social and eco-
nomic opportunities for local
people.
A recent report by Rewilding

Britain showed localised na-
ture-based economies can in-
crease and diversify rural jobs,
whilst helping Britain to meet
its biodiversity and climate com-
mitments.
Leading charities that have

supported the buyout so far in-
clude Borders Forest Trust, John
Muir Trust, RSPB Scotland,
Scottish Wildlife Trust, Trees
for Life, and the Woodland
Trust.

Nature Reserve project receives £20k from Rewilding Britain

Jenny Barlow (left) and Angela Williams of the  Tarras Valley Nature Reserve 
are delighted with the donation
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Charge of the EV Brigade
EV Charging points on the 
Kilngreen are now open for busi-
ness. 
One of the few Langholm owners

of an electric vehicle, Tom Hutton
said: “The only comment that we
have to make is that there needs to
be a lot more public charging points
and they should all be usable by
anyone with a debit or credit card
rather than the present system which
is a bit like car parks where different
phone apps often need to be used in
different car parks. 
“Any electric car owner should be

able to go to any public charging
point and use it just as any petrol car
driver can go into any petrol station
and get fuel”.

One of the new electric vehicle charging points
on Langholm’s Kilngreen
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Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES
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C&D Auction Marts Limited had forward
7,044 sheep comprising of 3,635 prime
hoggs and 3,409 cast ewes & rams at
their weekly sale at Longtown on Thurs-
day 17th February 2022.
A smaller show of 3,635 prime hoggs were
forward. A very poor show of hoggs for-
ward this week with quality in very short
supply, whilst the best bred and best fed
hoggs were still in big demand. Overweight
hoggs proved harder work albeit the better
end of heavies still good to sell. 
Beltex hoggs topped the price per kilo at
383p from R & J Lines, Killocraw, Camp-
beltown, who run of 50 superb hoggs
went on to average 356p and £142.74.  
Top price per head of £160 for Beltex
hoggs shown by Dalchirla Farms Ltd,
Meikle Fieldie, Glenfarg.
An overall sale average of 256.5ppk
(SQQ 263.9ppk) was achieved.
PRINCIPAL PRICES (per kilo)
Beltex 383p, 361p Killocraw, 343p West-
ernhopeburn, 343p, 340p Killocraw, 334p
Lurgan.
Texel 328p Rigfoot, 313p Lowfield House,
304p Newtown & Galleywreay, 303p East
Barr, 302p High Mossthorn, 300p High
Aketon, Morwood & Netherton.
Hill Cheviot 285p Mid Dargavel, 278p
Catslackburn, 277p Glendearg, 275p
North House, 274p Glendearg, 273p
Sundhope & Whitelaird.   
Suffolk 284p Archerbeck, 278p Station Yard,
277p High Stenries, 272p Archerbeck.
Millennium Blue 284p Lurgan. 
Dutch Texel 282p Burn House.
Charollais 278p High House, 268p Pil-

muir, 265p Culquhasen. Cheviot
Mule 266p Culquhasen, 256p Grindon
Hill, 255p Culquhasen.
Blackface 264p Arnicle, 261p Silloans,
259p Clonrae.  
Mule 262p Culquhasen, 258p Whinney-
knowe, 256p Conrae, 254p Grindon Hill,
252p Culquhasen.
Herdwick 250p High House,
Swaledale 243p Pasture House.  
PRINCIPAL PRICE (per head)
Beltex £160, £159, £154, £153 Meikle
Fieldie, £153 Killocraw, £149.50 High
Aketon, £147  Lurgan. 
Texel £140 Slealands, Station Yard &
Galleywreay, £138 High Aketon, £136
Achamore, £134 High Aketon, £133
Westernhopeburn, £130 Cleughbrae,
Slealands & Rigg House.  
Suffolk £132 Beckhall, £131 Station
Yard, £130 Haregills, £128 Station Yard
& Achamore, £126 Haregills.
Mule £128 Thornton Tower, £120 Clon-
rae, £115 Westernhopeburn & Pasture
House.  
Dorset £124 Lowfield House.  
Cheviot Mule £119.50 Station Yard,
£116 Grindon Hill.      
Hill Cheviot £118 Glendearg, £116 West-
ernhopeburn, £115.50 North House.
Charollais £117 Kilfinnan, £117, £114
Culquhasen.
A similar show of 3,409 ewes were for-
ward, to the same competitive ring of
purchasers, trade being dearer by
quite a margin across the board espe-
cially for heavy ewes of all breeds and
horned ewes.

Texel ewes topped at £235 from High
House, with Beltex ewes selling to £200
from JC & JW Tulloch, Rigfoot, Glasgow.
An abundance of ewes realized over
£200 and best Texel and Beltex ewes are
wanted to satisfy a unprecedented de-
mand here at Longtown.  
Mules topped out at £135 consigned by
D Henderson & Sons, Dunn, Caithness.
Hill ewes topping at £125 for Cheviot
ewes from A Tullie Farming, Whitch-
esters, Hawick, with Blackfaces to £116
from W & B Nichol, Lawston, Newcastle-
ton, achieving a breed average of £89.25
for Blackface ewes.  
Rams again sold to a serious trade top-
ping £200 for Suffolks from Branteth.  
All quantities of ewes are required for this
week’s sale as the ewe trade is set to hold
firm and more ewes can be sold on a
weekly basis to vendor’s advantage.
Please do not hesitate to contact our auc-
tioneers for further entries or enquiries.
HEAVY EWES
Texel £235 High House, £230 Viewley,
£225, £215 Nether Stenries, £215
Cleughbrae, £212 Ridsdale, £208 The
Wreay, £200 High Chesters, Viewley &
Glenlaugh.  
Charollais £210 Beckfoot.  
Beltex £200 Rigfoot, £180 Viewley,
£178 The Wreay, £175 Nether Stenries.
Bluefaced Leicester £174 Mains of
Larg, £154 High Chesters, £150 Mains
of Larg.
Suffolk £174 Beckfoot, £172 Galley-
wreay, £160 Whins, £157, £155 Viewley.
North Country Cheviot £144 Whins,
£136 Ferrysman House, £127 Whitch-
ester & Westerloch, £126 Longreens

Croft, Blackpark & Beckfoot.
Zwartble £136 Heatherglen, £132 Little
Mark.  
Cheviot Mule £135 High House, £131
Wedderlie, £128 Over Howden.    
Mule £135, £133 Dunn, £128
Frankstown & Archerbeck, £126 Over
Howden & Whitchester, £125 Barnsallie.
LIGHT EWES
Hill Cheviot £125 Whitchesters, £116
Winless Mains & Tarrasfoot, £115
Whitchester & Wedderlie, £110 Skelfhill,
£109 Allfornaught, £107 Heatherglen,
£106 Byers.   
Blackface £116 Lawston, £113 Galley-
wreay, £112 Clachan, £110 Hill Brae &
Brackenthwaite, £109 Mains of Larg,
£108 Viewley.  
Swaledale £114, £103 Minsca.
Kendal Rough £110 Church View.
Lleyn £91 Bidlake.
Kerry Hill £90 Westerloch.
Herdwick £84 Wedderlie.   
RAMS
Suffolk £200 Branteth.    
Texel £188 Viewley, £180 
Minsca.
Charollais £182 Viewley.  
Bluefaced Leicester £174 Mains of Larg,
£168 The Craggs.
Dorset £148 Winless Mains.
Beltex £142 Crawthat, £140 Cleugh-
brae.  
Blackface £128 Brackenthwaite, £127
Viewley, £124 Ronachan.
Cheviot £124 Sundhope, £122 Skelfhill,
£120 Sundhope, £116 Becks.

Around the marts

Short supply has
led to quad thefts
A shortage in new and 
second-hand farm machin-
ery is fuelling a surge in
quad theft from farms,
warns leading rural insurer
NFU Mutual. 
Global supply chain prob-

lems, shipping delays and
the impact of Covid and
Brexit have contributed to
waiting lists for new quads
and increased demand for
second-hand kit. 
The leading rural insurer’s

theft claims data has 
revealed that although quad
theft fell initially over the
pandemic, determined crim-
inal gangs are ramping up
their efforts with almost half
the UK quad and ATV thefts 
reported to NFU Mutual in
2021 taking place from
September to December. 

Scottish Borders has 
consistently been affected
by quad theft however, 
in recent months Dumfries
and Galloway has also been
targeted. And according to
NFU Mutual statistics, 
Cumbria was one of the most
targeted counties in the UK
for quad theft last year.

Advice
To help protect farmers,

NFU Mutual is sharing 
security advice, funding 
police initiatives to disrupt
criminal gangs and working
with manufacturers Honda
and Yamaha to provide cus-
tomers with free tracking and
immobilisation equipment on
vehicles bought to replace
stolen quads and ATVS, fol-
lowing a paid claim. 

SSOOLLWWAAYY AAGGRRIICCUULLTTUURREE
LLIIMMIITTEEDD

Glasgow Road, Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire
DG11 2SE

Tel. Lockerbie (01576) 204124
Fax. Lockerbie (01576) 203806

Beet Pulp Pellets,
Barley Grains,

NB Grains, Wheat Grains
Rolled Barley,

Wheatfeed, Rapemeal,
Hi Pro Soya, etc.

Can be mixed to your
requirements

Collect or deliver ex Laurmar, 
Heathall Ind. Est., Dumfries

Bekina Wellingtons,
Waterproof Leggings &
Jackets, Boiler Suits, etc

FOR ALL LAMBING
REQUIREMENTS

lamb colostrum, lambs milk,
bottles, teats, lammacs, 

castration rings and pliers
marking sprays etc.

Unthank Beowulf is
supreme champion

By Bob Geddes

GALLOWAY cattle averages
soared at the breed’s spring
show and sale at Castle Douglas
with bulls selling to a top of

15,000gns, one of the highest
prices for a number of years.
This was paid by Klondyke
Farms of Shancastle, Moniaive,
for Kirkstyle Elite, a 17-month
old bull from Messrs RA 
McClymont from Kirkstead

Farm, Yarrow, Selkirk.
Two other bulls made
10,000gns including the bull
champion shown by Alistair
Busby of Unthank Farm, Ewes,
Langholm, and the other from
Messrs JM&D Maxwell of

Blairvockie Farm, Drymen, near
Glasgow.
The Ross family from Romes-
beoch, Shawhead, Dumfries,
sold one of their bulls for
8,000gns, while the female
champion from Peter Hunter
Blair from Nether Cleugh, Dalry,
went under the hammer at
7,000gns.
A rising two-year-old bull from
Alistair Busby of Unthank,
Farm, Ewes, Langholm, won
the supreme bull championship
on the opening day of the Spring
show and sale of pedigree 
Galloway cattle at Wallets
Marts, Castle Douglas. 
Unthank Beowulf, born in
March 2020 was picked out by
judge Robert McTurk of Barlaes,
Dalry with the two-year-old
champion from Messrs Wallace
of Over Barskeoch, Dalry, taking
the reserve male ticket.
In the female section, the
champion was shown by Peter
Hunter Blair from Nether
Cleugh, Dalry with the reserve
honours going to Messrs J&A
Finlay of Blackcraig, Corsock.

Unthank Beowulf, from the Ewes Valley, went for one of the top prices for many years



Eight year old Joshua 
Graham is a natural in front
of the camera. Add a lively
personality and a cheeky
smile and it’s easy to see how
he has won hearts and votes
to earn him a very special
holiday in the sun. Joshua
was born a full two months
early, weighing just 3lb 14oz.
An MRI scan revealed that
he had Diplegic Cerebral 
Palsy, affecting his legs. How-
ever, as Mum Michelle, Dad
Ian and little sister Edith can
testify, Joshua’s condition has
never held him back or
stopped him taking part in
family activities. He uses a
walker and sometimes a
wheelchair, but he’s happiest
on his specialist trike when
he can go really fast. 
When the Canonbie Primary
School pupil heard about a
competition being run by the
Lanzarote-based SwimLab 
International to win a week’s
disABILITY therapy, he and
his Mum Michelle decided to
go all out to win. 
“You had to send in a
video/picture/graphic explaining
why you should win,”  Michelle
says. “They wanted people to
get creative so we got to work

straight away. Joshua is a little
comedian and because it was a
week’s swim therapy, he dressed

up in his swimming top and
shorts and wore his armbands
and goggles to record a message

to the guys at Swim Lab.” 
Joshua made it through to the
shortlist of five finalists and
when the vote opened up to
the public, the Grahams really
swung into action.

Votes
“We spread the word every-
where to get Joshua the much
needed votes. We recorded 
another video in which Joshua
asked people vote and share.
He ended with a cheeky grin
saying ‘muchas gracias’ and
Edith jumped in with her swim-
ming gear and goggles saying,
‘please vote for Joshua!’”
Votes flooded in from all over
the world and it was finally
decided that Joshua would share
the prize with another boy as
the result was too close to call.
They’ve got a lot to look for-
ward to. 
“A typical therapy week with
Swim Lab International consists
of two sessions in the pool and
one on dry land every day.
Joshua is really excited, he
loves swimming and being in
water and combining that with
therapy will be amazing for
him. And there is the added
bonus of it being in Lanzarote.
The whole family are looking

forward to it.”
Michelle says Joshua has had
some tough times due to his
condition, but he and the family
have never let it get in the way.
“This time last year we teamed
up with the charity Just4Chil-
dren to fundraise for an opera-
tion called Selective Dorsal
Rhizotomy (SDR) which the
Scottish NHS would not fund
for Joshua. SDR is an irre-
versible surgical procedure that
aims to reduce tightness in the
lower limbs. It is not a cure for
cerebral palsy but can improve
quality of life and mobility.”

Alder Hey
To help raise funds, Joshua
and his five year old sister Edith
walked a mile a day until they
had walked 18 miles, which is
the distance from home to
school and back again. Joshua
had his SDR Surgery in June
2021 at Alder Hey Children’s
Hospital in Liverpool. All went
well, and the family have 
noticed definite improvements. 
“Joshua has built his strength
back up and is doing well,”
Michelle says. “His movements
are much freeer than before, he
manages daily tasks much easier,
things such as getting undressed,
getting into a chair, or to the
toilet, and he suffers less from
pain in his legs and feet. There’s
an improvement with his stami-
na too.”
Joshua faces years of intense
physiotherapy and exercises to
make sure he continues to get
the best results after surgery.
Michelle says it’s very much a
family affair.
“Most of our family life 
revolves around physio for
Joshua, even just watching TV
he will be in his standing frame
or wearing his leg gaiters to
ensure he is getting a good
stretch. We don’t find that chal-
lenging. This is our family life
and all we’ve known. We just
get on with life just like every-
one else does.”

Joshua heads for the sun

Joshua Graham of Canonbie has won a week’s disABILITY thereapy 
holiday in Lanzarote

Gilly Fraser speaks to the Graham family about their competition win
W2L
re-opens
Welcome to Langholm, the
town’s tourist and community
information hub, is due to reopen
on Monday 28th February. 
Bookings are being taken for
Art and Craft exhibitions. In
April, it is hoped to feature
works by artists Alexander
(Sandy) Moffat and Ruth Nicol.
Both are admirers of Christopher
Murray Grieve, the Langholm
born poet, who is perhaps better
known by his pen name Hugh
MacDiarmid. He is thought by
many to be the foremost Scottish
poet of the 20th century. Pro-
fessor Alan Riach of Glasgow
University will contribute a se-
lection of the poet’s works and
articles, which illustrate Mac-
Diarmid’s love and knowledge
of countryside around the town, 
particularly the moorland.
____________________

Coastal
Trail officer
Southern Uplands Partnership
has recruited a new Coastal Trail
Development Officer for the
South West.
In his new role, Richard Clarke
will be working in partnership
with the People’s Project and
Dumfries & Galloway Council
to propel forward the idea for a
continuous coastal trail along
the Solway.
Richard has worked for many
years as a Countryside Ranger
for both the National Trust for
Scotland and Buccleuch Estates,
where he was responsible for
leading educational programmes,
surveying a vast array of flora
and fauna, working with com-
munity and local groups and
overall ensuring that the outdoors
is accessible for all.
“I am looking forward to

leading this project enabling
people to discover and enjoy
the beauty of the Solway coast”
he said.
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The Graham family has a ‘get on with life’ attitude despite Joshua’s condition Joshua can go fast on his special trike and sister Edith knows it!

NEWS
IN BRIEF

By Brian Hinchcliffe

A nasty surprise awaits Royal
Mail customers in Langholm 
Local folk and businesses con-
tinue to be taken aback to find
the Royal Mail letter box in the
town’s High Street is out of 
action. 
A letter attached to the box,
signed by T. Morris, Collection
Sector Manager, apologises to
customers for the temporary
closure.  
According to the letter pasted
on the box, which is embedded
into the wall of the old Post

Office building, this collection
facility was sealed by Royal
Mail after the lock on it failed. 
The Sector manager’s letter
directs customers to boxes on
Henry Street and Townfoot.
However both these locations
are a good walk from the Old
Post Office, on opposite banks
of the Esk. 
Customers arriving to post
their mail on the High Street
now have to find their way to
these addresses and then locate
the boxes, which are well outside
the town centre. 
The collection times at both

of them are 30 minutes earlier
than in the High Street. A nasty
surprise for anyone trying to
catch the last post!
The High Street postbox 
closure has upset car drivers
from out of town making a spe-
cial trip, as well as bus passengers
and local resident pedestrians
attempting to send their mail.
Langholm folk appreciate the
service we get from our own
Royal Mail delivery staff. It
seems a pity to have their repu-
tation tarnished by delays to an
essential part of the service 
beyond local control.

The E&L has contacted Royal
Mail asking when Langholm is
due to get its central mail post
box back on stream.
Matthew Harris, Senior 
External Communications and
Campaigns Manager in London
has promised to look into the
issue. 
In the meantime, the Mobile
Post Office Counter in the Town
Hall can accept mail on Wednesdays
from 10am to 3.30pm and Fri-
days from 9am to 2pm.
The E&L is promising to keep
you posted on further updates
to the service.

The blocked postbox blues

The central postbox in Langholm Market Place is out of commission



Babies born since March 2020 have really only
known life in the covid pandemic. As a result,
these children have missed out on so much
‘normal’ baby and toddler life, and all the classes
that were offered in Langholm before covid.

Pre-covid, parents and 
babies could attend different
classes every day of the week
and could access support
from other parents easily.
Then this support suddenly
stopped, when all socialising
ground to a halt. 
Happily now though, 

a group of mums have 
re-started Langholm’s Baby
& Toddler group and are 
determined to make up for
all the missed classes. The
committee have four new
members and have filled all
office bearer positions. The
group have been over-
whelmed by the number of
people willing to do their bit
to get the group running again. 
Thanks go to all previous

and current committee mem-
bers and office bearers, 
especially Gillian McCartney,
Kristy Blaen and Sarah
Philips, who have contributed
so much towards the success
of the group. Thanks also to
all the mums who organised
Friday coffee when covid 

allowed, providing a much
needed opportunity to meet
with other parents and chil-
dren. 
The new events committee

are excited to announce their
plans for the year which 
includes visits from Zoobidoo,
Little Learners, Donna Hislop,
Daffy Dil and Border Party
hire, to name but a few. The
aim of the group is to provide
fun activities to stimulate and
encourage learning. We are
looking forward to welcoming
new parents, guardians and
grandparents to the group,
where we hope everyone 
will feel welcomed and sup-
ported. 
Outside guests such as a

local Health Visitor and Child
Smile will also provide support
to members. And our new
fundraising committee’s first
event is fast approaching.
The group are holding a cake
sale on Saturday 26th March
in the pop up shop on the
High Street. On the lead up
to the event, the group will

be selling squares with lots
of fantastic prizes up for grabs.
Please support the group by
donating a prize for the raffle,

buying a square or two or
coming along to the cake
sale. All support is very much
appreciated.

Frank Thornton Steele was 16 when he started work at
the Langholm Dyeing & Finishing Company in 1964.
He was hired as an apprentice dyer, matching colours
for customers, under the auspices and tutelage of Drew
Stevenson, who founded the company after the war and
sent Frank for training to the Scottish College of Textiles
in Galashiels.

In a career spanning more than
half a century, riding highs and
lows, Frank rose up through the
dyeing ranks from trainee 
apprentice to become production
manager, then production 
director, owner, and finally pass-
ing the business on to his suc-
cessors in the wake of covid.
After 56 years of service, the
hugely experienced textile pro-
fessional was recognised as 
a great servant to his industry,
promoting good practice 
and receiving a Lifelong 
Contribution Weavers Award in
May 2021 from the Glasgow
Guild of Weavers, established
in 1514. Frank’s contribution
to the package dyeing industry
is widely regarded among his
peers as ‘unequalled.’
Frustratingly for Frank and
his wife Jean, however, they
were unable to celebrate at the
Guild’s Dinner as it fell during
covid. Frank says he had to
make do with a virtual online
ceremony and delivered his ac-
ceptance speech over the internet
to the Trades Hall in Merchant
City, Glasgow. Black Tie was
still the order of the evening
though, at home in his kitchen,
with supper specially prepared
by Jean.
“I was deeply honoured to 
receive the award,” says Frank,
“It’s nice to get recognition for
being loyal; if I commit to some-
thing, I want to see it through,”
he says.
David Stevenson, Drew’s son,
who worked alongside Frank
in his early years at the company
told the E&L: “Frank thoroughly

deserves this award.  He was
born at the same time as my 
father started the Dyeworks and
has been with it for more than
56 of the 72 years it had been
in existence. It’s a tough and
very competitive industry and
you needed a lot of tenacity to
stay with it through the many
textile recessions of the past 70
years.”
In the dyeing realm, Frank
had really only one other com-
petitor in Scotland, a dyer with
a small business in Selkirk.
Most of the competition was in
Yorkshire and remains so today.
In the firm’s heyday, 60 tons a
week of yarn was being dyed
in Langholm, in thousands of
colours. 

Promises
“My skill was in matching the
colour to the customers colour
and keeping promises for 
deliveries and deadlines, we
were very customer-friendly,”
says Frank.
“I remember in the 70s, when

I only a young lad, I was running
a full shift. It was a very 
responsible job. Old Mr Stevenson
was my mentor and took me
under his wing. He’s been gone
30 years now but I’ll never
forget him. He was such a mas-
sive influence on my life.”
And remembering the ups and
downs in a tough industry, Frank
recalls, “It was a worry in the
80s when the Dyeing works
was sold to the Leeds group
but we were better than the
Yorkshire people; we had no
trouble with our employees, we
had a good work force.” 
“In the 90s, the Dyeworks was
a vibrant business colouring
yarn; we were hitting a million
pounds every year in profit, it
was massive. Our biggest cus-
tomer was a Yorkshire company

making bus seating fabrics but
then they put in their own dying
house and we had to build our
business back up again.” David’s
brother Neil Stevenson was a
key driver in the recovery and
Frank was one of two right hand
men at the time.
Then in 2002, Frank had the
opportunity to buy the 
Dyeworks, with some of the
management team. They enjoyed
success as FTS Dyers until 
the recession hit in 2007. 
Disaster struck when the bank
forced the company into 
administration, even though they

held a healthy orderbook.  
“They withdrew the funding
overnight and put us in 
administration. There were
50 of us but I knew we had
a good business there.” 
Going bust and hitting rock
bottom was make or break
for Frank and very quickly
within two weeks, he made
a snap decision to restart the
company. 

Customers
“It was Yorkshire businessman
Andrew Seal who offered to
buy the building and all of 
Buccleuch Mills, and I managed
to keep most of the customers,”
says Frank. “It was a seat of
the pants decision and we started
again with 20 staff.”
“My good friend David
Stevenson was going to back
me in 2008,” Frank says, “and
we thought we’d done the deal.
But then Mr Seal came along
and made the administrators a
better offer.”
David said “We had agreed a
deal with the administrator while
waiting for a plane to take off
and the call was cut short.  When
we landed, it had been sold to
Andrew.  I think that was a
more sensible outcome and we
were glad to see the business
which my father had started
carry on with a lot of the staff
who had been with the company
for decades.”
Frank went on to run the busi-
ness for six years, using his
hard earned expertise to train
up two apprentice dyers, with a
view to protecting the future of
the company. He sold his share
in 2014 to Andrew Seal, who

still owns the firm today, and
retains the FTS Dyers name. 
Then in March 2020 came a
life changing moment for Frank.
He and his wife Joan caught
covid at Cheltenham Races just
before the first big lockdown.
At that time, Franks says, he
was required to isolate from
work for three months: 
“I quite liked being off,” he
said, “I quite enjoyed it, so
when I went back to work in
July, I decided to retire a couple
of months later in September
2020.”
FTS Dyers was shut through
the lockdowns, all the staff were
all furloughed, and the whole
industry declined as orders dried
up. Happily though, since then,
the company has bounced back,
dyeing yarns once again for the
top end of the textiles market
in gents suiting, ladieswear,
cashmere and silk.
And Frank still has his finger
on the pulse, visiting every week
since his retirement. It’s clear
he’s very proud of what he’s
achieved and of the team he set
up to carry on the great work.
David Barton is production man-
ager now, colouring 10 tons of
yarn a week. 
“Ali Little and James Blackburn
are the two young lads that I
trained up,” says Frank, “Ali
was the top student in the country
and James not far behind.” 
Giving us a little more insight
into Frank, David Stevenson
says: “He’s quite a character.
They broke the mould when
they created Frank T. Steele. A
man at ease in any company
and with that rare ability to
bring anyone down to size with-
out causing offence in the pro-
cess. Colourful in both person-
ality and use of the English lan-
guage, I always felt the better
of ten minutes of the ‘good old
days’ with him, while enjoying
a glass of wine at the races.”
Retirement will not be quiet
for Frank. He’s always enjoyed
hobbies and has a keen interest
in racehorses and is a member
of a shooting syndicate. He says
he’s able now to enjoy more
time on his smallholding with
wife Jean and their five grand-
children. He also has roles on
the board of Langholm Alliance
and is currently Vice President
of the Rotary Club and is due
to become President of it again
in July, for a second time. 
And perhaps most notably for
our readers, many of us can
look forward to Frank’s com-
mentaries on Common Riding
Day, which David Stevenson
tells me are ‘legendary’ and the
highlight of the afternoon. “Hun-
dreds of people come just to
hear them,” he says. Roll on
the Common Riding!
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Frankie in best bib and tucker for the virtual awards dinner

Frank, a colourful character The bairns and the beasties

Olivia Reid makes friends with a critterCeara Stewart with a bat on her head

Langholm Baby and Toddlers group is going from strength to strength

Eden-Leigh Worstencroft getting brave with the snake

The group meets from 9.45am -
11.45am every Wednesday (note the
new extended hours) and there’s a
£5 registration fee, plus £2.50 each
week, with siblings costing an extra
50p. All snacks & resources are pro-
vided and if your child attends 
five sessions over the year, they 
will receive a free gift from Santa at
Christmas. 

The group could not run without so
many willing volunteers and we are
so grateful that so many people have
stepped up and are helping to make
the group a success. I know our little
people will really benefit from the
group making up for lost time. 

For more information please “like”
our Facebook group “Langholm Baby
& Toddler Group” or contact Amy
Reid or Alison Nicol.

Raheem Abaran and his dad Azeddine
are all smiles with their new friendFrankie and Jean enjoy a family meal Frankie with four-legged friend at home in Langholm

Lifetime achievement award for Langholm’s long-serving dyeing guru

Frankie’s friend and mentor,
Drew Stevenson



Railway
update
As Chairman of the
Langholm & District Rail
Group I am pleased to inform
your readers that our group
have been invited by the 
Scottish Government to 
contribute to the Strategic
Transport Project Review
Stage 2 (STPR2). This review
is designed to identify trans-
port-related projects for 
investment over the next 20
years and cover all types of
transportation by road, air
and water in addition to rail. 
The Langholm Rail Group

fully supports the extension of
the railway from Edinburgh
through to Carlisle. The north-
ern section from Edinburgh to
Tweedbank is already in daily
use and the passenger loads
have exceeded all expectations.
It is logical to continue the line
from Tweedbank to Hawick
and on to Carlisle and our group
consider that through Langholm
is the most suitable route. 
Historically, the route from

Hawick through Newcastleton
and on to Carlisle will be well-
known to older readers. What
may not be known is that the
preferred route in the 1840’s
by the two rail companies vying
for the contract was, in fact,
through Langholm. It was 

political interference by those
with vested interests in the
Northumbrian coalfields that
brought about a decision in
favour of Liddesdale.
The reasoning in favour of a

route through Langholm 
remains, 180 years later. The
population it would serve is
greater, the local economy stim-
ulation would be greater and
the cost would be less. Even
with the high spot of Moss
Paul, the geography of the route
via Teviotdale is more suited
to a line for modern, higher-
speed trains and the use of
modular bridges would facilitate
the many water courses to be
bridged (testing, strengthening
and repairing numerous histor-
ical bridges on the stretch from
Edinburgh to Carlisle was a
major expense).
Our Group welcomes any

contributions from interested
parties who can provide input
to our submission to STPR2
that has to be completed by
15th April 2022.

Denis Male
Chairman

Langholm & District 
Rail Group
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Pick up your
brushes
again
We are delighted to say that
Painting for Pleasure resumes
after a short break over the
festive season. Prior to
Christmas, after our 18
months enforced closure, we
trialled the group monthly.
Now we are ready to go back
to our weekly Wednesday slot
starting on 2nd March. 
The Class is held in The

Studio, Maxwell Place DG13
0DX from 1pm – 3pm. Cost per
session is £3 which includes
refreshments. It is a very
informal group of people who
share a love of all things 

artistic, and with varying
levels of experience.  If you’re
an absolute beginner, or
someone who just wants time
out to be creative – whatever
your style or medium, come
along.  We look forward to
meeting old and new friends. 
Current Covid rules apply

with hand sanitising and mask
wearing where appropriate.

Eileann Bloomer
Painting for Pleasure

Letters to the Editor
Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or
email your comments to penny@eladvertiser.co.uk

Column sponsored by Healthier Scotland

More information is available at 
www.nhsinform.scot/stigma

Help end the stigma 
of addiction
People across Scotland are being 
urged to play their part in helping 
end the stigma of addiction.

A drug or alcohol problem is a 
health condition, and people 
struggling with it should receive 
help and support, not judgement.

For most, harmful drug and alcohol 
use is not an active choice and is 
often triggered by other factors, 
including trauma. 

Stigma affects individuals, families 
and communities, and can have a 
devastating effect on someone’s 
ability to get the help they need. 

The less people judge, the more 
chance those struggling will seek 
treatment and help to recover.

Those who have experience of 
harmful substance use have shared 
their experiences in a bid to 
highlight the impact of stigma on 
recovery, and why moments of 
kindness and compassion matter.

Michaela, who has been abstinent 
from alcohol for over 13 years, 
said: 

“Stigma, especially in workplaces, 
leads to silence. We might be 
worried about someone but we’re 
too frightened to say anything, so 
these people end up in decline. And 
that is where stigma is dangerous, 
because we are ignoring something 
we know is happening. 

“Show a bit of compassion, don’t 
walk away, speak to that person 
you’re concerned about. We’ve got 
to humanise this. It’s about people 
who are suffering every day. 

“To break stigma, you’ve got to stop 
seeing people as a group and see 
them as individuals with their own 
story. Taking time to understand 
that story can change lives.”



Thursday February 24, 2022  11Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

WHAT’S ON IN ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE 

LOCAL NOTICEBOARD

LANGHOLM 
TOWN HALL 

(inside)
WEDNESDAYS 10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS 9am - 2pm
Access through rear door

ROYAL BANK MOBILE VAN
Day Centre car park

Thursdays 11:45am - 12:25pm

BEPUZZLED

Solution:  No cheating!!

FEBRUARY
Thurs 24th Kate’s Kitchen pop up 11am to 1pm Langholm Social Club

Fri 25th In Stitches Club 2-4pm Langholm Social Club

MARCH
Wed 2nd Declan Nerney in concert 7.30pm Buccleuch Centre

Thurs 3rd Community Drop In - Hallpath woodlands 
5-7pm Buccleuch Centre

Fri 4th In Stitches Club 2-4pm Langholm Social Club

Fri 11th Story & Sounds of First Man on Moon 7pm Langholm Parish Church

Mon 21st -
Sat 26th LAODS Calamity Jane Bucleuch Centre 

Sat 26th Langholm Baby & Toddler Fundraiser
9.30am Langholm Pop up Shop

Mar/Apr Craft Taster Course with Jackie Hagg-on-Esk 07544 981183

Please send your events for this FREE listing to sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16 17

18 19 20

21 22

Across
7       Set free (8)
8       Horse's gait (4)
9       Difficult question (7)
10     Among (4)
11     Flowing water (6)
12     Composer of "The Messiah" (6)
14     Hedge plant (6)
16     Have no obligation to (6)
18     Increases (4)
20     Nightclub (7)
21     Midge (4)
22     Compulsive slimmer (8)

Down
   1       Duce (8)
   2       Lower (6)
   3       One skilled in algebra, for 
            example (13)
   4       Directory of contact numbers 
            (9,4)
   5       Achieve (6)
   6       Central Chinese desert (4)
 13       Physicist (8)
 15       Calls on (6)
 17       Weirder (6)
 19       Ridge of sand (4)

The E&L CROSSWORD...No.3
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The Langholm Initiative 
will be holding a community 
drop-in event about the 

Hallpath woodlands
on Thursday 3rd March 

17:00 – 19:00 at 
The Buccleuch Centre. 

Faw Side Community Group
Invite you to a

SSoouupp aanndd PPuuddddiinngg LLuunncchh
in Ewes Community Hall

On Sunday 6th March 2022 
Between 12 and 2pm
Cost £10 per person

for a choice of 
2 homemade soups and bread

followed by
A choice of 4 homemade puddings

and tea or coffee

All profits go to the FSCG fund
To find out more about the group contact

john@jaystudio.co.uk
Look out for other fun fundraising events
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Langholm Town Band circa 1909 - 1910

10 August 1815 The Langholm Band of Music played 
Lord Lynedoch (one of Wellington’s most successful generals 
in the Peninsular Campaign) through the streets during his tu-
multuous visit to the town.  From this fact we can claim that, of 
all the brass bands in Scotland, the Langholm Town Band has 
been in existence for the longest continuous period of time. 
Two hundred years later, in June 2015, the band played at the 
Eve of Waterloo Concert in the Usher Hall, Edinburgh to cel-
ebrate the bi-centenary of that battle.  With them went “The 
Band Buckle” which was allegedly given to the band by the 
commanding of cer of the Scots Greys after they played this 
regiment through the town at the Simmer Fair in July 1817.   

A group of Langholm Cornets in 1904.

July 1817 The rst Master of Ceremonies or Cornet was 
selected this year. The original recipient of this honour was 
W. Pasley, a manufacturer in the town.  This man’s identity 
has been hotly contested, but it’s possible that it was William 
Pasley, a cotton manufacturer, who resided at 23 Kirk Wynd. 
A Cornet was the lowest commissioned rank in a cavalry regi-
ment and it was his job to carry the ensign or ag. To date 190 
different Cornets have carried the burgh standard round Whita 
Hill.  However, it should be noted that eight have, for various 
reasons, carried out this duty more than once, the most no-
table being Cornet Jimmy Paterson of Terrona who carried the 
ag no fewer than eight times!  

Clinthead near the Kilngreen

The distillery near the Skippers Bridge

15 December 1816 The Kilngreen Incident. An an-
gry mob descended on the house of Clinthead after its owner, 
Archibald Scott, tried to extend his garden onto the Kilngreen.  
They uprooted young trees before lashing them to poles and 
carrying them triumphantly through the streets. Four local 
men, including the Fair Crier Pete Wheep (Peter Graham), 
were arrested and charged with Mobbing and Rioting. Only 
Davie Hounam refused to pay the ne of £20, saying “Tell Mr 
Scott frae mie that aw wadna pay him a penny if his tongue 
wiz hingin’ oot” and so was sent on an enforced vacation to 
Dumfries Jail!

1818  In 1818 John Arnott converted a derelict paper mill 
near the Skippers Bridge into a whisky distillery and ran it un-
til it went bankrupt in 1826.  The main creditors, the Connell 
family from Carlisle, revived the company again in 1832 and 
it became famed for its malt whisky which was made using 
the soft spring water from Whita Well.  The company also pro-
duced a blended whisky called “Mountain Dew” and the re-
markable Birch Whisky, which was made using a secret recipe 
that was handed down from father to son. The distillery was 
forced to close in 1917 due to a national shortage of barley 
and the failing health of the proprietor  Arthur Connell.  The 
Connell family also ran an ale and porter brewery (porter be-
ing a dark brown bitter brewed from charred or browned malt) 
at the south end of Drove Road.  The brewery closed in the 
1890s and the buildings were rented out to a blacksmith, John 
Telford.  
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A snowy Canonbie Parish Church by Martina Molenaars
Camera: Sony A7R2

The E&L Gallery

March & April at
WITH Covid restrictions finally being lifted for indoor
gatherings, The Buccleuch Centre staff and volunteers
are looking forward to getting back to normal and 
welcoming audiences back to what has been described
as ‘the best little theatre in southern Scotland’.

The new season programme has recently been mailed to
nearly 4,000 addresses and you can also see what’s coming
to the Centre on the web site www.buuccleuchcentre.com.

Here’s a list of What’s on at The Buccleuch Centre in March
and April. Hope to see you there!!

MARCH
Wednesday 2nd DECLAN NERNEY in Concert
Friday 11th AFTER‘MOON’ Tea
Mon 21st - Sat 26th LAODS ‘Calamity Jane’

APRIL
Wednesday 13th HAPPY HOUR THEATRE CO.
Friday 15th DOMINIC KIRWAN in Concert
Friday 22nd The Music of JOHN DENVER
Friday 29th The SPRINGSTEEN SESSIONS

ENTERTAINMENT

box office 013873 81196
www.buccleuchcentre.com



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

TO LET

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES
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ADVERTISING
ROOFING SERVICES

McCulloch
 Roo�ng Family Business Since 1979

28 Bank Street
Galashiels TD1 1EN

for a free quote or advice
Phone:01896 888664

web: mccullochroofing.co.uk

ALL ROOFING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Sla�ng ▪ Tiling ▪ Flat Roofs 
UPVC Windows and Doors 
UPVC Facias and Gu�ering

BLINDS

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows

COMPLAINTS

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER

COMPLAINTS
To make a complaint about anything in The Eskdale and 

Liddesdale Advertiser, please visit the office on Langholm High
Street and speak to the community editor Penny Johnstone

Alternatively, please contact the company secretary
by email: secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk.

Or by writing to:  
The company secretary, Muckle Toon Media,
Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

ELECTRICIAN
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Advertise in the E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised how little it costs!

An advert this size, 10cm x 2 columns,
will only cost £30 + VAT each for 12 inserts.

This can include your logo or other graphic and
can be designed in-house.

Contact 013873 80012 for details.

E&L SUBSCRIPTIONS

PUBLIC NOTICES

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
Gillian McCartney,Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN
Tel: 013873 81066 | email: gillian@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM

www.dumgal.gov.uk

(B709) (LANGHOLM-ETTRICK) (TEMPORARY 
TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER) ORDER 2022 
The Council has made an Order under the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984 to temporarily close the B709 between the Scottish Borders 
boundary and Enzieholm Bridge from 09:00 on 07/03/22 to 17:00 on 
25/03/22. The closure is necessary to facilitate carriageway resurfacing 
works to be carried out in 2 phases, between Scottish Borders boundary 
and B723 junction and B723 junction and Enzieholm Bridge. Alternative 
route available via B709, A708, B7076, B7068, B709 and vice versa. 
Pedestrian access will be maintained.

PLANNING
The applications, associated plans and documents can be viewed on-line 
by following the ePlanning link on the Council’s website at www.dumgal.
gov.uk/planning.  Written comments may be made to Head of Economy 
and Development by email to Planning@dumgal.gov.uk or via the Council’s 
website, as noted above, by 10/03/2022 (Type A).
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2013, Reg 20(1) (A) 
Ref No/Type Address/Proposal
22/0056/FUL (A) Land Immediately North Of Existing Ewe Hill 
Substation, Near Langholm - Formation of extension to existing platform 
including a 132kv bay, erection of 3 metre high boundary fence and associated 
works
22/0008/FUL (A) Claygate House, Canonbie - Erection of stables and 
riding arena with six eight metre high flood lighting columns for domesic use - 
Partially Retrospective
22/0070/FUL (A) Clerkhill, Langholm - Siting of a biomass  
boiler on a concrete base

Online subscriptions to the

are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read

anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT!  
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E&L JOB SPOT
Accounts Administrator
Langholm

Accounts Administrator
Ashleybank Investments Ltd is a Langholm based family office, managing
property/investments and providing support services to a range of local
charities and social enterprises. An opportunity has arisen for an 
experienced Accounts Administrator to join our small team.

The Accounts Administrator role includes 
General accounting duties including sales ledger, purchase ledger,•
supplier and ad hoc payments, bank reconciliations, credit control
Preparation and submission of VAT returns and assist with •
year-end activities
General related administrative duties as required•

Requirements
Strong IT skills, including being proficient in the use of Excel •
and a computerised accounting package
Good attention to detail•

The person 
An enthusiastic and motivated individual with strong organisational skills
and the ability to work to a high standard.

This permanent role is offered as a flexible part-time role. 
Package dependant on the applicant.

Please apply or arrange a call by emailing John Hilditch via 
john@ashleybank.co.uk.

Due to ongoing growth in the business Lovat Mill has a range of
opportunities for individuals to join our team in the mill. Weaving on
the latest state-of-the-art Dornier technology we are a modern mill
with exciting plans for re-investment.
We are also willing to engage with those of apprenticeship age who
may be considering textiles as a career and as such we can provide
residential training programmes.
Salary to be advised on application and appropriate to experience. 
No Zero-hour contracts. 

To apply please contact admin@lovatmill.com or 
send your CV to following address:

The Managing Director • Lovat Mill • 15 Commercial Road • Hawick • TD9 7AQ

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

Bowling
bros win

Bowling
Last Saturday
Langholm bowlers
held their open rinks
tournament which
was rescheduled due
to fewer restrictions
in place at this time.
The winners were
Derek and Dominic 
Murray, Les Adamson
and Graeme Campbell.
Runners-up were Steven
Gall, Keith and Craig
Davidson and Beefy.
Semi-finalists were 
Jimmy Anderson, Eric

Turnbull, Lee Beauly
and Brian 
McDonald, Danny and
Jack Hotson, Aaron
Wood and Jamie Hall.
Thanks go to the 
Social Club for their
generous sponsorship,
to those who helped 
organise and run the
tournament. Zara Park
for raising nearly £250
on the raffle. A great
asset to the club! The
Goodfellows for cater-
ing and to all the people
who entered and played
in the competition! 

Neil Campbell presents the prizes.  Front L-R: Dominic
and Derek. Back L-R: Les, Graeme and Neil.

Super job at
Super 4’s

New Town Bowling AGM
Back together again after the
disruption caused by Covid,
the Old Town Bowls Club con-
vened on Friday 11th Feb for
the Annual General Meeting.
Despite the unpleasant weather
that evening, a good number of
the 60-strong membership turned
out to the Eskdale Hotel to
reflect on 2021 and look forward
to the 2022 season.
Last year’s minutes, read out
by the secretary, Kate Turk were
approved. The balance sheet,
presented by Tom Stothart came
as pleasant news and met full
approval.
Club President, Kevin Irving,
paid tribute to the stalwart mem-
bers who have maintained the
greens and clubhouse and the
tireless kitchen crew at the Open
and Club tournaments. S. 
Barker’s work at attracting spon-
sors and advertising banners
was well applauded. The club’s
greens and surroundings are
generally agreed to be among
the best in the Borders. Thanks
were paid to Karl Nawrocki,
together with his worthy helpers
for putting a great deal of their
own time into the emergency
storm repairs and overseeing
the lighting upgrade, ceiling 

repairs and decoration, all kept
safe by the club’s Covid Tzarina,
Kate Turk.
As match fixtures secretary
Karl presented last year’s results
and match reports.
A discussion on trophies con-
cluded that the present policy
should remain as it is.
Kevin displayed the smart new
bowls shirts for 2022 and mem-
bers were able to place their 
orders. Tom announced that the
shirts have been subsidised by
the club’s sponsors.
The new shirts proudly feature
the names of the two well-
known club sponsors in
Langholm, the Douglas Hotel
and Whitshiels restaurant. Mem-
bers expressed delight with the
shirts, and gratitude to the spon-
sors.
During the “Any other busi-
ness” section, recruitment of
younger members was discussed
at length and some strategies
were noted for further develop-
ment. Greater use of Facebook
was among the suggestions to-
gether with more prominently
accessible contacts to introduce
young players into the game. It
was agreed that the current low
membership fee is very attractive

and will remain at £5 for the
first year of new membership,
free for under 16s, £20 for year
2, then £35 thereafter. At a cost
of 67p a week, top whack, for a
year’s bowling, it remains 
massively attractive
Kate Turk outlined how it was
hoped that club would soon be
able to save on the massive
greens-watering bill. This is due
to the Club getting CASC des-
ignation, Community Amateur
Sport Club status applied for
by the club. Kate underlined he
importance of demonstrating
impeccable financial and ad-
ministrative probity, happily not
an issue in the Old Town club.
The meeting dispersed with
members looking forward to a
safe and successful season ahead,
especially in the snazzy new
club shirts! To order a shirt con-
tact Tom, Kevin or Kate.
New members are always wel-
come and can contact Club 
Treasurer, Tom Stothart, Presi-
dent, Kevin Irving or Secretary,
Kate Turk.

CONTACT E mails: 
Treas. T Stothart:

tsthothart@btinternet.com
Sec KTurk;

katejturk@gmail.com 

Another great turn out for the boys first race of
this year’s Super 4’s in heavy conditions. Pictured
are the first boys home.
36 Jake McEwan Primary 5 Carrutherstown 1
57 Aaron Jardine Primary 6 Langholm 2
22 Cody Hall Primary 6 Newington 3
111 Joshua Weild Primary 5 Hecklegirth 4
39 Joss Skelton Primary 6 Langholm 5

A great entry for this year’s girls 1500m. Pictured
are the first girl's home. 

58 Mollie Phillips Primary 6 Langholm 1
38 Chloe Quigley Primary 7 Moffat 2
7 Imogen Cairns Primary 7 Newington 3
120 Ella Walton Primary 7 Gretna 4
43 Evie Stewart Primary 5 Eastriggs 5
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Sports News
Thursday February 24, 2022

Sponsored by KELSO RACES

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
SATURDAY 5th MARCH
SATURDAY 26th march

01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Fundraising
A team of 60 local members of
‘Team Muckletooners’ recently
took part in the Doddie Aid 
Challenge for 2022. This took
place from 1st Jan to 12th Feb. 
They created the group last year

but got it going again this year with
30 new participants from Langholm. 
The 60 members have completed

a grand total of 11,558.24 miles and
raised £3824.00 for Doddie Aid with
the aim to find a cure for MND. 
They’ve walked all over Langholm

and further afield. The majority of
miles were down to the cyclists who
racked up hundreds of miles locally
and on exercise bikes. 
Doddie Aid is a mass participation

event, encouraging you to get active
and raise funds to help find a cure
to Motor Neuron Disease. It was
founded by former Scotland captain
and British and Irish Lion, Rob 
Wainwright and raised a staggering
£1M in January 2021, with 27,000
people taking part.
The event split participants into

five districts, with the winning district
being the one which covers the fur-
thest distance over the duration of
the event. Last year, the members
covered enough miles to circum-
navigate the world 87 times.
To take part and claim your free

team snood, simply download the
Doddie Aid app and sign up.

Langholm’s Matilda Brockley is Scottish Under 15 Long Jump Champion

Ailsa and Madison Tweddle

TTeeaamm  MMuucckklleettoooonneerrss
ddoo  tthheeiirr  bbiitt  ffoorr  DDooddddiiee

E&L
SPORT

Eunice puts paid to a trip to Leith

Star Jumper

Athletics
Congratulations to 14 year old Matilda Brockley from
Langholm who is Scottish Athletics National Indoor
Champion in the Girls Under 15 Long Jump. 
Matilda who competes for Annan and District Athletics
Club, jumped a personal best of 5.04m to secure the
gold medal at the Emirates Arena, Glasgow.

Published by Muckle Toon Media Limited - SCO51449, at their offices, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH. Telephone 013873 80012      Price £1.00

Rugby
Langholm RFC were due to travel to play Leith
last Saturday but storm Eunice had other ideas
and the match was postponed due to a waterlogged
pitch .
So the squad were faced with another blank Saturday

and the prospect of another rearranged fixture for
late in the season .
With the Scotland match against France at Murrayfield

this Saturday the next league fixture is a home match
against Trinity Accies on 5th March. With fixtures
piling up, Trinity have kindly accepted to play this
match as a double header, with the winner doubling
up the league points and this will prevent a return
match in Edinburgh.

The other league fixtures now planned are as 
follows 
12th March      North Berwick    Away 
19th March      Livingston          Home
26th March      Livingston          Away 
2nd April          Inverleith            Home
9th April           Penicuik             Home 
16th April         Dunbar                Home 
With the Langholm Sevens planned for 23rd April,

the last fixture of the season is scheduled for 7th
May, away to Leith .
It is hoped that with the home matches are being

played later in the season, the weather will be kinder
and the matches will be played as scheduled in front
of good home support .

Above: Ann Crawford and Morag Pool
Below: Jason, Ellie and Ali Radcliffe


