
Dumfries and Galloway councillors
have unanimously agreed to lodge a
formal objection with the Scottish
Government over the huge windfarm
proposed for Faw Side, north of
Langholm.
Council officers had numerous concerns
about a bid to construct 45 wind turbines
at the site. D&G councillors are now in
agreement, in a move which brings them
in line with their counterparts at Scottish
Borders Council, who have also formally
objected to the proposal.
Community Wind Power has submitted
an application to the Scottish Government
to create a windfarm on 4542 hectares
of land, stretching across both Dumfries
and Galloway and the Scottish Borders.
28 of the 45 turbines, with tips of up to
200m, would fall within Annandale and
Eskdale. Last week’s meeting of the
local authority’s planning committee
heard that residents in Ewes Valley are
also strongly opposed to the develop-
ment.
Annandale East and Eskdale Councillor
Archie Dryburgh said that “constituents
have lobbied me very well.” He explained
that several skilled people living within
the community, including engineers and
hydrologists, have in-depth knowledge
of turbines and windfarms, and insist
the environmental impact assessment is
incorrect.
Meanwhile, the Faw Side Community
Group meeting last Wednesday evening
was well attended, although the members
from the Scottish Borders were unable
to get to it because of road closures.
FSCG Chair, Yvonne Jackson, intro-
duced the group’s appointed QC, who is
locally based in the Scottish Borders,
and who talked to those present about
the process followed in a public inquiry. 
The public inquiry for Faw Side is

scheduled for July and will enable Scottish
Ministers to make a decision on the
planning application from Community
Windpower. A DPEA Reporter will 
investigate and take evidence from the
applicant and all objectors. Local residents
at the meeting in Ewes Hall heard that
the inquiry may take place digitally,
rather than in a public hall.The Faw Side

Community Group is now constituted,
with the aim of opposing planning per-
mission being granted for the proposed
windfarm. Membership is open to anyone
with the same objective and those inter-
ested should contact John Beechey
(john@jaystudio.co.uk).  
The group says it’s opening a bank 
account imminently and will start

fundraising in order to pay for its legal
representation and any other support that
may be required. FSCG now has office
bearers and John Beechey will continue
to try to keep all members and those on
the mailing list informed about what is 
happening.

>Turn to Page2
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Borders QC takes on fight against windfarm
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D&G Council objects
to Faw Side turbines

Burns is back in town
RESTRICTIONS LIFTED, SO BURNS IS CELEBRATED: PAGE: 8

 

   

    

 
   

 
 

   

 

 
   

      
    

The map shows the extent of the proposed 
Faw Side windfarm, outlined in red

Teaching doesn’t have to be
restricted to the classroom.
That’s one of the main lessons
that children at Newcastleton
Primary School have been
learning over the past few
months.
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Letters to 
the Editor

The highly divisive flood
scheme and ducks on the 
Kilngreen are the topics for
this week’s ‘points of view’.

Full story: Page 4

Copshaw kids
learn outside

Full story: Page 9

Life in Langholm
helps jump jockey

Local jockey Alan Doyle is
back on winning form and
says he’s relishing living a
quiet and peaceful life in the
Langholm hills.

Full story: Page 16
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The community group were advised
by their appointed QC to manage
their expectations, since despite the
level of local and regional opposition
to the windfarm, which includes the
Ministry of Defence, things might
not go in their favour. The QC also
highlighted the value of local com-
munity voices being heard at a public
inquiry.
Commenting on the presentation

by the QC, local resident, Mairi
Telford Jammeh said:
“It was good to hear in more detail

about how the inquiry is carried out
and to know that we will have legal
representation working with us. I
hope that more people will come on
board and support our opposition to
this windfarm proposal, which is
not appropriate in a landscape which
I believe is of outstanding beauty.”
“I have always spent a lot of time

in Ewes and learned to ride at 
Meikledale. I would be so disap-
pointed if it was destroyed by wind
turbines, with red lights on their

blades. There is too much to lose
not to be supporting the Faw Side
Community Group,” she said.
The fate of the scheme by Com-

munity Windpower will be decided
by the Scottish government, rather
than by the local planning authorities
because of its size and the amount
of electricity that would be generated
from it, which would exceed 50MW
The developers say their windfarm

proposal is of national and strategic
importance and will help to meet
the government’s climate change
targets, in addition to the £800 million
its says it will invest in the local
communites impacted by the scheme
over its 40 year lifespan. 
It’s estimated the proposed wind-

farm at Faw Side would produce
enough electricity every year to
power 328,400 homes.
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An area of outstanding beauty

Transport Review
Transport Scotland seeks your participation

Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

Deaths

Transport Scotland would like
to invite you to participate in
the formal 12-week Strategic
Transport Project Review 2
(STPR2) consultation process. 
STPR2 sets out recommended
transport interventions for the
next 20 years and is one of the
mechanisms for delivering the
Vision, Priorities and Outcomes
of the second National Transport
Strategy (NTS2). STPR2 is also
an important tool for achieving
the Climate Change Plan Update
commitment to 20% reduction
in car kilometres by 2030 and
contributing to Scotland’s Net
Zero Greenhouse Gas emissions
target by 2045. 
The draft STPR2 Report (Jan
2022) combines the Phase 1
recommendations published in
February 2021, which are the
short-term priorities, with longer-
term recommendations.  There-
fore, providing the full suite of
recommendations for transport
investment for the next 20 years.
The recommendations are set
out in a Summary Report and
draft Technical Report which can
be accessed from the Transport
Scotland website along with other
supporting documents including
the Impact Assessments Non-
Technical Summary and other
associated reports, as well as
the STPR2 project pages, which
provide information in an inter-
active and engaging manner, 
allowing you to search for and
explore content that is relevant
to your interests. 

Your views, will help inform the
final STPR2 Report with any 
refinements or additions along
with the  development of a 
Delivery Plan, forming the basis
for strategic transport investment
decisions by Scottish Ministers.
You can access the STPR2 
reports, Project Pages and the
online questionnaire through the 
following link: 
Transport.gov.scot/stpr2/    
The deadline for responses to
the consultation is midnight on
Friday 15 April 2022.  A Word
version of the questionnaire can
also be downloaded from the
STPR2 webpage and paper ver-
sions of the consultation docu-
ments can be requested by
emailing: Consultation@stpr2
surveys.co.uk or by calling 0330
122 1369.
Any assistance that you can
provide in raising awareness of
this formal STPR2 Consultation
amongst your members/

colleagues and through promo-
tion on your social media chan-
nels, newsletters or other com-
munication channels would be
most appreciated. A poster has
been produced providing 
information on the STPR2 
Consultation which can be print-
ed and displayed throughout the
consultation period.  
Please do not hesitate to con-
tact the STPR2 Team on Con-
sultation@stpr2surveys.co.uk if
you have any queries about the
consultation. 

J. & A. Hodgson
Independent Family Funeral Directors

134 High Street, Annan
A Caring Family Firm
Caring for your family

Private Rest Room
For 24 hour caring personal service

Tel. 01461 205920
Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors Member
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available on request

JACKSON, Thirza (née White)
Peacefully at St Margaret’s home, Hawick on
Sunday 30th January 2022, beloved wife of 
Maurice, Thirza formerly of Cronberry Farm, 
Ayrshire, Hartsgarth Farm, Roxburghshire and
Newcastleton. Beloved younger daughter of the
late George and Thirza White, sister to Annie and
the late Chrissy Lockerby, sister of twin brother
George and late brother Hugh, Auntie to niece
and nephews and great niece and great nephew.
Funeral Service will be held at 4 Douglas Square,
Newcastleton, on Friday 11th February at 11.30
to which all are invited, followed by private funeral
at Castleton Cemetery, family flowers only.
Donations to Newcastleton Health Centre.

Funeral Directors
Hedley & Turnbull

07800891626 01387375532

Faw Side in the Ewes Valley near Langholm

Church Notices

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church Services
Sunday 30th January

Langholm 10am
Sunday Club meet at 

Masonic 10am 
Westerkirk 1.30pm

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Social Distancing 
will be observed.  
Please wear masks. 

Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 80859.

Mobile. 07543 179469

Charity no. SCO11946

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale and

Canonbie Churches
welcome you to

Worship on Sunday
morning at 10am and
11:30 respectively. 

In line with
government guidance
Worshippers are

advised to do a Lateral
Flow test on Sunday
morning and will be
required to adhere to

current Covid
restrictions.

Rev Morag Crossan
on 07861736071 or
email mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk

PATTERSON,Thomas (Toto)
With great sadness the family announce his
sudden death at home on January 13th aged 70
Loving husband to the late Jennifer, Father to
Barry and Wendy, Grandfather of Jake, Robbie,
Chloe, and Amber and friend to many, he will be
sadly missed.
Funeral service to be held at 4 Houghton Park on
Friday 4th at 10 am followed by private interment
into Castleton Cemetery
A warm invitation for Friends and Family to
Legends afterwards for refreshments

Hedley & Turnbull Funeral Directors
07896557941

In Memoriam

Hotson
In loving memory of 
Margaret 
who died 

3rd February 2021. 
An incredible woman,
wife, mother and nana. 

Always in our thoughts.
Jimmy and family. 



Higher than expected demand for
the free training being provided by 
Borders College to support the eco-
nomic recovery as we transition out
of the pandemic has seen the 
College add more sessions to some
of the learning opportunities 
being made available.
In particular, Bookkeeping, Social

Media and HR for Small Businesses
are among the popular courses being
taken up by organisations across our
region. There is also a Carbon Warrior
programme which support students to
learn more about their carbon footprint
and how to manage this both at home
and in the workplace.

Director of Enterprise and Business
innovation at Borders College,
Katharine Mathison, said:
“We are delighted by the uptake of

these courses, which aim to support
businesses throughout the UK as we
start to come out of the pandemic.

Online
“We have over 20 programmes on

offer, with all of the courses online,
which means that there is no need to
travel to college to benefit from the
opportunities available. Students can
sign up for as many courses as they
wish and build a programme of learning
tailored to their personal requirements.

“Some of the training in this pro-
gramme is delivered using gamification
which sounds really complicated but
is an innovative and exciting way to
learn via interactive and fun activities
– definitely something to try!”
The courses can be viewed on the

college website at https://www.border-
scollege.ac.uk/prosper, with online en-
rolment available 24/7.

Funded
The courses are offered as part of

the UK Government-funded Community
Renewal Fund and aim to support
people and communities most in need
across the UK.
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Cyclists take
precedence
Highway code changes came
into force last weekend. Many
of the new rules focus on cyclists,
junctions and road etiquette. 
The eight changes include and

affect: 
1) The hierarchy of road users 
2) People crossing at road junc-

tions 
3) Walking, cycling or riding in

shared spaces
4) Positioning in the road when

cycling 
5) Overtaking when driving or

cycling
6) People cycling at junctions
7) People cycling, riding a horse

and driving horse drawn vehicles
on roundabouts
8) Parking, charging and leaving

vehicles 
You can find further information

on all of these changes at
www.gov.uk/guidance/the-high-
way-code. 

____________________

Decarbonise
timber
transport
Scottish Forestry are inviting
funding applications for 
improvements to the area’s 
minor fragile roads but say they
will also support measures that
help to decarbonise timber
transport. 
The local authority and landown-

ers are being encouraged to submit
their proposed projects by 21st
March.
Proposals that minimise the 

impact of timber lorries on rural
communities and their road net-
work will receive a cash boost
from the Strategic Timber 
Transport Fund (STTF).
Much of the funding goes 

towards work on minor B, C class
and Unclassified roads. This might
include improving drainage sys-
tems, strengthening or upgrading
surfaces, widening corners, adding
traffic calming measures or by
providing passing places.
For more details email Scottish

Forestry Business Support 
Advisor, Roland Stiven
Roland.Stiven@forestry.gov.scot

Long to reign over us
Queen Elizabeth II celebrates 70 years as our Monarch

Her Majesty The Queen will
celebrate seven decades as
our Monarch this weekend.
The Queen will officially mark

her 70 years reign with her
Platinum Jubilee on Sunday
6th February, the day her father,
King George VI died and she
acceded to the throne.
Queen Elizabeth II is already

the longest serving Monarch in
British history. Queen Victoria
reigned for 63 years and cele-
brated her Diamond Jubilee
shortly before her death. No
other British Monarch has hit
the Platinum Jubilee milestone.
Buckingham Palace has 

unveiled a full programme of
events to celebrate this special
occasion. The Queen usually
marks her Accession Day pri-
vately at Sandringham, the 
Estate where her father passed
away in 1952. Most celebrations
will happen later this year when
the weather improves.
The big weekend to mark the

Platinum Jubilee will be held
in June after bank holidays were
merged to run together, to create
a four-day weekend from Thurs-
day 2 June to Sunday 5 June.
The events include the 95-

year-old Monarch opening 
Sandringham and Balmoral to
the public and some of the
world’s biggest stars performing
outside Buckingham Palace.
It’s not yet clear which events

Her Majesty will attend after
having to limit herself to light
duties due to a period of poor
health at the end of last year.
It means many of the Jubilee

duties may fall to other senior
members of the royal family,

including the Prince of Wales
and the Duchess of Cornwall,
and the Duke and Duchess of
Cambridge.
‘A Gallop Through History,’

will be televised in May, show-
casing more than 500 horses
and 1,000 performers taking
part in a Platinum Jubilee 
Celebration on the Windsor 
Estate.
And the campaign to plant

tens of thousands of trees for
the Jubilee is continuing
throughout the planting season.
So far 60,000 new trees have
been planted across the UK.
The Lord Lieutenant of 

Dumfries and the Queen’s per-
sonal representative in this area,
Fiona Armstrong, told the E&L,
“This is such a remarkable mile-
stone, not only for The Queen,
but for the whole country. Her
Majesty has given seventy years
of service, and celebrations are

very much in order. Her Majesty
has planted more than 1500
trees during her reign - and she
would love to see many more
planted here in Scotland.
Langholm certainly knows how
to put on a party and the hope
is that neighbours will sit down
together in June. We have been
through two very difficult years
and this is a chance for com-
munities to come together and
rejoice.”

Beacon
John Galloway, the Chair of

Langholm, Ewes and Westerkirk
Community Council, said that
in addition to tree planting and
a beacon lighting, a picnic is
being planned at the Rugby
Club, as well as commemorative
flags for the High Street, all of
which will be discussed at the
Community Council’s next
meeting on Monday night in

Langholm Town Hall.
Canonbie & District Community

Council is in the process of
asking locals if they would like
one main event in Canonbie
Hall or if they would prefer to
have four smaller events held
in each community hall in 
Evertown, Gilnockie, 
Chapelknowe and Canonbie.
There is a link for voting on
their Facebook Page.
John Hammond, the Deputy

Lieutenant for Eskdale is in the
process of approaching 
Buccleuch Estates about build-
ing a fire beacon on Whita Hill,
which will be lit on Thursday
2 June as part of a chain of
beacons across Britain and the
Commonwealth.
Mr Hammond is also in talks

with Langholm Academy and
the Tarras Valley Nature Reserve
about a proposal that will see
every school age child in our

valley plant a tree to celebrate
the Platinum Jubilee.
The first day of the big week-

end in June will be the Queen’s
traditional birthday parade, also
known as Trooping The Colour,
which takes place on Horse
Guards Parade. Tickets are
available in a ballot, which is
open until 7th March.
On the same day, towns and

cities across the UK will unite
to light beacons at the same
time as the one at Buckingham
Palace is lit.
On Friday 3rd June, a Service

of Thanksgiving for the Queen’s
reign will be held at St Paul’s
Cathedral. And on Saturday 4th
June, there’ll be a live concert
by entertainment stars from
across the world at Buckingham
Palace. The ballot for tickets is
expected to open this month.
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Borders’ courses in high demand

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

IN BRIEF

Princess Elizabeth with her father King George VI On Sunday, HRH Queen Elizabeth II becomes the longest serving
monarch in British history
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Government ‘not legally 
committed’ to flood plans

Exact cost
is unknown
'In reply to some statements
in Councillor Tait's column
in the Eskdale and Liddesdale
Advertiser on 27th January,
first in regard to the George
Street wall: it certainly has
had repairs done to it in the
48 years our family has had
the house here, most notably
after the storm of 2015, when
parts of it were damaged. This
process of repairing a wall
bordering on a river, which
both excludes flood water and
shores up the street itself, is
called 'maintenance', and
should be carried out more
often than it is.
This wall in the nearly 200
years of its existence has per-
formed sterling service, and,
with proper, regular mainte-
nance, we would trust it above
the proposed new flood 
defences, which would require
the wall's removal and quite
possibly result in the collapse
of George Street itself. No details
have been given to us by Dum-
fries and Galloway Council to
explain just how a new wall
would be put in the old wall's
place, while preserving us in
the interim both from flooding
and the collapse of the street,
because according to those we

have spoken to, all these details
‘will be worked out at a future
date, when the design has been
approved’.
In the same vein and for the
same reason, exact costings for
the whole scheme are not being
and cannot be given, because,
we have been told, precise fig-
ures are also awaiting approval
of the scheme. Councillor Tait
has 'no idea' where Ditch The
Drain's figure of £75 million
comes from. We, the writers of
this letter, have no idea where
Dumfries and Galloway 
Council's incredibly low figure
of £10 million comes from,
when a scheme of this magni-
tude is being driven forward
without independent oversight

and in such a topsy-turvy fashion
that no-one can give any assur-
ances as to how it will be built
nor how much extra cost will
be involved in addressing issues
that the scheme has either 
ignored, been unaware of, or
glossed over, such as the dual-
purpose sewage and runoff
drains throughout the town, the
existence of the dyeworks, and
the narrowness and fragility of
the streets bordering all three
rivers

Alternative
As to suggesting an alternative
design, George Street at least
was given one soon after the
very high river levels of 2005
and 2006 (higher than any events

since) and the subsequent 
removal of gravel in spring
2006. A team of engineers sent
by Dumfries and Galloway
Council examined the wall, pro-
nounced it sound, and told us
that all that was needed was an
additional two courses of stone
added to the top. We would
have been perfectly happy with
this, and it would have had the
additional merit of being in
keeping with the area's conser-
vation status, the wall itself
being a listed construction.

Margaret Walty and Roy
Harling

George Street
Langholm

????
????

Margaret Walty at the front door of her house on George Street, Langholm

Letters to the Editor Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or

email your comments to penny@eladvertiser.co.uk

No consultation
with riverside residents
We live on the riverside at
the junction of Charles Street
and John Street, with a beau-
tiful view across the Esk onto
Elizabeth Street. In recent
years we have never been
threatened by flood water, 
although I would like to point
out we are not against a more
natural, sympathetic type of
scheme (like the wall on
George Street being slightly
heightened). I cannot believe
that we or any of our neigh-
bours were never visited at
our homes to see how we
would be affected before the
current proposed defence plan
was released, considering there
has been no homes flooded
on the waterside or elsewhere
in Langholm, apart from run-
off water from the hills. 
We certainly see the course
of the river changing, with much
more gravel appearing on the
other side, and build up between
the swing brig and the Kirk
brig, where the Esk and 
Wauchope converge. In my
opinion, if the levels were re-
duced and the debris cleared, it
would definitely help the flow. 
Another of my big concerns
is the disruption to the town
that this monstrosity of a scheme 

is going to cause. I brought this
concern up at the presentation 
at the Buccleuch Centre, because
we live on a one-way-system,
which includes the ambulance
depot, Day Centre, Langholm
Playcare and car park, with lots
of activity all day, plus the pass-
ing traffic, but was told these
facilities would be relocated
while construction work was
ongoing. Well, where to I won-
der??!!
During the refurbishment of
the swing brig, it was an absolute
bottle neck with cabins, work
materials, scaffolding and skips
being delivered to the site and
may I add, some very angry
motorists. 
In the summer months the
riverside is a main attraction
with tourists staying in the area
and we often get into conversa-
tion with them and they always
comment on the beauty of the
town and river. So, with the
push on tourism to help the 
hotels and shops, I fear this 
obtrusive, massively over-
engineered and eye wateringly
expensive scheme will do the
exact opposite. 

Mrs Jean Hogg
Boatford Cottage

Langholm

Vanishing
songbirds
In defence of ducks (pace
Coun. Ronnie Tait. E&L 
Advertiser, January 27), at
least they (and the heron) are
thriving, thanks to their well-
wishers, unlike the vanishing
songbirds which the RSPB
last month vainly asked us to
count in our gardens, in their
Great British Bird Watch, 
instead of doing something
about their extinction.
Ducks, like the corvids and
gulls, are great survivors, but
they must welcome additional
rations since the Esk and its
tributaries, like other British
rivers, are biologically dying
from human activity, not least
our "poo" and plastic trash.
Many find the ducks an 
essential part of the Kilngreen's
charm, and, I venture, attract
more visitors than the multi-
million pound Tarras Nature
Reserve  has to date.

Richard Lennox,
1 Henry Street,

Langholm

The Scottish Government has indi-
cated to the E&L that the Langholm
Flood Protection Scheme “is not yet
legally committed” and is therefore
eligible for review by COSLA.
Many residents in the town have been
seeking to clarify the legal status of the
Scheme after they became aware of the
COSLA agreement last July to pause
all schemes in Scotland that were "not
yet legally committed." 
The Langholm Scheme appears to fall
within the review remit, after the Scottish
Government confirmed on Friday that 
“A “non-legally committed” scheme is
defined, for this purpose, as one that
has not been notified under schedule 2
of the Flood Risk Management Act”
As the Langholm Scheme has not
been Published under Schedule 2, and
as it has not reached its legally committed
stage, it appears it will now be subject
to this COSLA review. 
Local residents are welcoming the
news and many hope more nature-based
solutions will be considered in any
future flood prevention work, for ex-
ample the use of gravel extraction. A
traditional method of river management,

it was last used in Langholm around 15
years ago. Large gravel banks have
built up in the centre of the town since,
altering the course of the Esk in some
parts. Recent gravel removal in Copshaw
is widely considered a success.
The Ditch The Drain group, which is
campaigning for a “better design” for
the town, one that “does not rip its
flowing heart out,” is continuing to call
for improved government and council
transparency, and for a mechanism
through which communities can mean-
ingfully feed into the decision process.
It wants confirmation from D&G
Council that the Langholm Scheme is
under COSLA review. It also wants the
local authority to identify the parties
involved, and the methodology and
timescale of the review, which it says
should include the necessary, but delib-
erately excluded works, such as the
prevention of secondary flooding.
Ditch The Drain founder, Erika Luukas,
wants to know how the cost escalation
risks of the project will be accounted
for. She’s also seeking the status of any
contracts for the Langholm Scheme at
the time of the COSLA announcement

last summer and wants to know whether
any entirely new contracts were entered
into or existing ones varied or extended
after the COSLA agreement. 
Furthermore, she is demanding to
know why D&G Council approved con-
siderable funding in December for a
completely new EIA process, given the
Scottish Government guidance in July
was to pause, when a “key project mile-
stone has been reached.”
" We have been working extremely
hard to find out why D&G Council are
pressing ahead with a scheme that is so
riddled with flaws,” she says. “Their
recent amendment to the scheme is tes-
tament to their acceptance that there
are serious issues with the current 
design.” 
“Now that our parliamentary questions
have revealed the Langholm scheme
will be subject to a viability review by
COSLA, we aim to ensure the range of
serious concerns raised by the Langholm
community, particularly by riverside
residents, are fully considered as part
of these viability tests.”
“Considering this scheme is unafford-
able and undeliverable, and all D&G

capital spending on the scheme has
been put forward to 2032, it cannot 
seriously be considered viable on any
sensible level.”
Meanwhile, resident Gillian Massiah,

has lodged questions with ward coun-
cillors ahead of tonight’s meeting of
the Communites Committee, of which
Cllr Ronnie Tait is a member, and at
which the Langholm Flood Scheme is
on the agenda. Gillian is concerned
about the effectiveness and cost of the
current design, as well as its look.
She says the Council’s consulting 
engineers RPS have indicated that con-
struction works for the Scheme will
give rise to substantial carbon emissions
but have put no value on this. Nor, she
says, has any carbon value been attributed
to the materials required for construction. 
She wants the Council to reveal what
the carbon footprint of the proposed
Langholm Scheme will be, and how
spending taxpayer’s money on this level
of footprint is compatible with their
aim of reaching carbon net zero by
2025.  
D&G Council has been approached
for comment.
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After‘moon’ Tea planned
for Freeman’s anniversary

Happy
memories
of Jayne
Tributes have been pouring into
Copshaw Fire Station for fire-
fighter Jayne Cooney who has
died after a short battle with
cancer. Jayne was mum to two
teenagers, Thomas and Eve,
and partner to Rodney. A mes-
sage on the Fire Station’s Face-
book page reads: “we are dev-
asted to say goodbye to our
dearest friend and crewmate,
who brought us so many laughs,
memories and happiness that
we will remember forever.”
Trubutes talk of how Jayne,

who joined the fire service nine
years ago, was known as “the
firefighter with the lovely big
smile.” Others say that the 42
year old was a very keen horse-
woman and “a hero in the equine
community, always going out
of her way to help people and
horses” in her work as a barefoot
trimmer and ‘always bringing
fun and laughter at the same
time’ 
Another message of support

from Longtown Fire Station
reads “we send our condolences
to her family and friends and
the crew at Newcastleton.”
Jayne’s funeral will be held

in the village next Thursday.

Commemorative plaque to be unveiled at Buccleuch Centre 
Fifty years may seem like a long time,
but for Langholmites it hasn’t dimin-
ished the sense of pride the town had
when Astronaut Neil Armstong visited
Langholm in 1972 to receive the 
Freedom of the Burgh of Langholm.
At the Parish Church on the 11th March

1972 Commander Neil Armstrong, the
first man to set foot on the Moon, was
admitted and received as the first freeman
of the Burgh.
As an Armstrong, the world-famous

astronaut has a special connection with
Langholm and many local people 
remember the great day of his visit.
To mark his visit 50 years to the day,

on Friday 11th March 2022 a commem-
orative plaque will be unveiled outside
the Buccleuch Centre, known at the time
of his visit as the Buccleuch Hall.
The Buccleuch Hall hosted the Civic

Reception and Luncheon after he had
received the Freedom of the Burgh at
Langholm Parish Church.  
Gavin Graham, Chairman of the 

Buccleuch Centre said “We are hoping
that anyone who was invited to the
Church or Buccleuch Hall fifty years
ago will join us to be part of the unveiling
at 2pm. It will be a special moment 50

years to the day.”   
Please get in touch with Gavin Graham

at the Buccleuch Centre if you were one
of the attendees at the Church or 
Buccleuch Hall 013873 81196.

IN BRIEF
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Neil Armstrong meets 1972 Langholm Cornet
Robin Nixon in the then Buccleuch Hall

RENEWAL
FUND

www.borderscollege.ac.uk/prosper
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TRAINING TODAY! This project is funded by the UK Government through the UK 
Community Renewal Fund.
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Farming on the Border
In association with
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C&D Auction Marts Limited had for-
ward 9,890 sheep comprising of
5,616 prime hoggs and 4,274 cast
ewes & rams at their weekly sale at
Longtown on Thursday 27th January
2022.A much larger show of 5,616
prime hoggs were forward.
Beltex hoggs topped the price per
kilo at 410p from W Murray & Sons,
Prior House, Kirklinton, who’s run of
40 outstanding Beltex hoggs went
on to average £149.38.
Top price per head of £178 again for
Beltex hoggs consigned Messrs
Murray, Prior House, with others
selling to £176 from R Vevers & Co.,
Burnfoot Hill, Eaglesfield.
An overall sale average of 269.6ppk
(SQQ 273.5p) was achieved.

PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER KILO)
Beltex 410p, 395p Prior House, 374p
Low House, 362p Comlongun Mains,
361p Easter Ochtermuthill, 351p As-
patria Hall, 350p Easter Ochtermuthill.
Texel 334p, 333p Waltonwoodhead,
331p Stonehouse, 317p Kirkbride,
306p Pasture House, 303p Low
House, 302p Nether Locharwoods,
301p Blacket House, 300p Cheese-
burn Grange Hall, Kirkbride & Nether
Locharwoods.   
Charollais 316p Basco Dykehead

Blackface 291p, 288p Allanfauld,
285p Chapel, 281p Allanfauld, 279p
Catslackburn.     
Hill Cheviot 290p Coulterallers & Cat-
slackburn, 285p Snar & Roughet Hill,
284p Catslackburn, 283p Low
Glendinning Rigg, 281p Home Farm,
North House & Catslackburn, 280p
Aucharua.  
North Country Cheviot 281p Home
Farm, 278p Roughet Hill.  
Suffolk 280p Hallburn, Maidencots &
Home Farm, 278p, 277p Kirkwood
Mains, 275p Cheeseburn Grange
Hall, Wood Farm & High Cattadale,
273p High House & Home Farm, 272p
Newbiggin.       
Cheviot Mule 280p High Crubasdale,
279p Grange, 270p Grindon Hill.
Blue Texel 280p Home Farm.
Mule 275p Allanfauld, 273p High
Crubasdale, 268p Hole Farm, 265p
Craigton House Dairy & Kirkhouse. 
Herdwick 275p, 270p Orthwaite Hall.
Swaledale 255p, 250p Westernhope-
burn

PRINCIPAL PRICE (PER HEAD)
Beltex £178 Prior House, £176 Burn-
foot Hill, £172, £170, £166, £165,
£160 Prior House, £162, £160 Heath-
ery Hall, £158 Aspatria Hall.
Texel £175 Knock, £164 Allanfauld,

£160 Braehead, £158 Heathery Hall,
£154 Newbiggin, £153 Heathery Hall
& Nether Locharwoods, £152 Com-
longun Mains & Tercrosset.
Charollais £158 Whitstonehill.   
Suffolk £150 North House, £140
White Knowe, £138 Oldfield, £137
Knowe, £136 Heatherglen.      
North Country Cheviot £138 Knock.
Hill Cheviot £135 Drycleuchlea, £127
West Millhills & Pirntaton Cottage, £124
Guardsmill.       
Blackface £131 Penchrise, £128 Cat-
slackburn, £126 Cowburnrigg, £120
Penchrise & Albierigg.   
Mule £130 Kirkhouse, £128 High
Parkfoot, £127 Camphill, £126.50
Thornton Tower, £126 Aspatria Hall,
£125.50 Culdoach.    
Cheviot Mule £129 High Crubasdale,
£125.50, £123.50 Grange, £123 White
Knowe.  

A larger show of 4,174 ewes were
forward.
Texel ewes topped at £215 con-
signed by JW Crozier, Raggetsyke,
Waterbeck.  
Hill ewes topping at £118 for Cheviot
ewes from RJ & JA Ireland, Dyke-
side, Chapelknowe.
Rams sold to £172 for Texels from A
Nairey, Bankhey, Blackburn and R &

A Stodart, Mill of Inverarity, Forfar
with Suffolks also selling to £172
from      Viewley.
All quantities of ewes are required
for this week’s sale as the ewe trade
is set to hold firm and more ewes
can be sold on a weekly basis to
vendor’s advantage. Please do not
hesitate to contact our auctioneers
for further entries or enquiries.
Two ewes were donated to The
British Heart Foundation as a mark
of respect for the tragic news of Ali
Shan’s passing earlier this week.
The first ewe from J Clark, Northern
Ireland which sold at £270 to Rom-
ford Halal Meats, with another being
donated from D MacDonald, North-
ern Ireland selling at £560 to Najib &
Sons Ltd who then resold the ewe
and bought it again, with it then
going on to sell another 10 times at
£540 to the following: West Scottish
Lamb, Mr Jason Tucker, Mr Michael
Lomax, Mr Daniel Kemp, Mr Nigel
Kinsey, Kedzlie Farms, Mr G Bell,
Haas Side and Mr James Gittins,
Ystum Colwyn Farms Ltd, Mr Roy
Eardley & Pak Mecca Meats, raising
a grand total of £6,790 for the char-
ity, C&D Auction Marts made a final
donation to make the final figure an
outstanding £7,000.  

HEAVY EWES
Texel £215 Raggetsyke, £212 Allan-
fauld, £202 Bog House, £196 South-
woodhead, £192 Castlehill, Roughet
Hill & Lairdlaugh, £190 Ridsdale, £188
Bridgehouse & Lairdlaugh.   
Charollais £192 Shaw Head, £182
Thackwood.
Beltex £175 Maidencots, £165 Bal-
dovie, £155 Ridsdale.
Suffolk £168 Shaw Head, £147 Hen
Moss & Viewley, £146 Whins &
Heatherglen, £142 Ridsdale, £140
Longyester.
Bluefaced Leicester £158 Craigton
Dairy House, £148 Bridgehouse, £140
Machrihanish, Swinside Townfoot &
Low Leam.
North Country Cheviot £139 Old-
field, £138 Myrelandhorn, £134
Colcharton.   
Cheviot Mule £132 Shaw Head, £128
Relief, £124 Raggetsyke, £122 Shaw
Head.
Mule £129 Midtown & Ridsdale, £126
Mill of Inverarity, £124 Drumburn,
£120 Albierigg, £119 Breconiehill &
Lairdlaugh, £118 Skinnet & Lingey
Field.

LIGHT EWES
Hill Cheviot £118 Dykeside, £108
Longyester, £104 North House &

Langdyke Cottage, £103 North
House, £102 Rigfoot, £101 Ridsdale.  
Blackface £114 Raeshaw, £104
Peela Hill, £102 Albierigg, £100 West
Deanraw, £99 Horseholme.  
Jacob £100 Maidencots, £99 Burn-
foot Hill.
Swaledale £79 Maidencots & Gib-
blaston, £78 Low Leam & Horsley Hill.
RAMS
Texel £172 Bankhey & Mill of Inverar-
ity, £168 Stonehouse, £164 Whitfield,
£158 Beckfoot.
Suffolk £172 Viewley.
Charollais £168 Viewley, £160 Beck-
foot.
Bluefaced Leicester £162 Yatesfield,
£158 Morley Hill, £156 High Parkfoot.
Beltex £150 Stonehouse.   

Blackface £134 Yatesfield.  
Cheviot £130 Bloch, £123 Catslack-
burn, £120 Dryhope.  

Averages:
Hoggs
Light to           333.0p (270.8p)
Standard to      374.0p (273.8p)
Medium to      410.0p (273.6p)
Heavy to         330.0p (259.5p)
Ewes
Light to           £118.00 (£66.50) 
Heavy to         £215.00 (£111.56)
Rams to           £172.00 (£117.00)

Around the marts

Free learning events
promote Agroecology

Bale wrap is to
be tax exempt
NFU Scotland has welcomed
confirmation from the UK 
Treasury that the plastic film
used to produce silage bales will
continue to be exempt from the
Plastic Packaging Tax.
From April the wrapping faced
losing its existing exemption,
bringing an additional cost of
£200 per tonne of wrap.
NFU Scotland, alongside NFU
England and Wales and other
stakeholders successfully lobbied
MPs and UK Government 
departments for a change to
HMRC rules.  
It has been accepted by Treasury
that, whilst silage film falls within
the scope of the packaging tax,
it is a highly specialised product,
its primary purpose being to 
enable the fermentation process
needed to produce silage.  That
is a ‘non-packaging function’
making it eligible for exemption.  
Local sheep farmer, Hamish
Waugh, from Effgill, Westerkirk,
had been very worried about the
new tax, believing it would add
around 12-15% to the cost of
making a silage bale, at a time
when other input costs in farming
are rising at an alarming rate.
In his role as NFUS D&G 

Regional Vice Chair, Hamish said
“I’m delighted the politicians
have agreed that silage wrap is
not packaging but an intrinsic
tool in the process of preserving
grass as winter feed for cattle
and sheep, when no other natural
food is available for them in win-
ter.” 
NFUS says it wants to see sup-
port for research and development
of affordable and technically suit-
able silage films produced with
more recycled plastic content or
from alternatives to plastic.
Hamish added, “In my own
mind I am aware that in the last
two years government has made
available £100m for the devel-
opment and improvement of bat-
teries for electric cars. As we
move away from fossil fuels, I
think they should make money
available to speed up the devel-
opment of finding alternatives
to plastics.” 
“I subscribe to a magazine that
arrives in packaging that will
breakdown in a compost bin. It
would be wonderful if, in the
not too distant future, plastics
made from plant fibres took over
from those currently made from
fossil fuels.”

Food campaigners and farm-
ing organisations have come
together to support a unique
agroecology learning pro-
gramme which has been
launched for farmers.
Organisations involved include
the Nature Friendly Farming
Network, Nourish Scotland, the
Pasture-Fed Livestock Associ-
ation, the Soil Association and
The Food, Farming & 
Countryside Commission.
Agroecology is defined as sus-
tainable farming that works with
nature to mitigate climate
change. The learning pro-
gramme is being funded by the
Scottish government and fea-
tures a range of free events,
both online and in-person, on
farms and crofts across Scotland
over the next six weeks. 
Topics up for discussion 
include regenerative grazing,
composting, agroforestry, green
manures, and integrating live-
stock into arable systems.
“We know that farmers and

crofters really value seeing new
ideas in practice, so we want to
help explore new ways of doing
things by showcasing the suc-
cesses and learning experiences
of others,” said Pasture-Fed
Livestock Association research
coordinator, Nikki Yoxall.
“There are lots of farmers and
crofters in Scotland already well
down the agroecological path,

so connecting them with others
is a really powerful way to help
establish a supportive commu-
nity.”
Soil Association head of pol-
icy, David McKay, said the core
of agroecology was focused on
ensuring land is managed in a
way that delivers environmental
benefits such as improved bio-
diversity, soil health, clean water

and fresh air.
He added: “On a practical lev-
el, this could mean the use of
techniques such as nutrient 
cycling, ecological pest control
and agroforestry.”
Lucianne Wardle, Scotland 
inquiry facilitator for The Food,
Farming & Countryside 
Commission, encouraged farm-
ers to get involved with the
programme and said: “Agroe-
cology and its regenerative prac-
tices present pathways for all
Scottish farmers, growers,
crofters and land managers to
be a force for change, delivering
for the nation on food security,
climate adaptation and mitiga-
tion and for a flourishing natural
environment, and as the back-
bone of thriving and resilient
local economies.”
For more information email
Kirsty Tait at the Nature
Friendly Farming Network
kirsty.tait@nffn.org.uk or visit
nourishscotland.org/projects/a
groecology-mindset-change/

Photo: PFLA
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High-end fabric is still
manufactured in Langholm

For the majority of Langholm
residents, high fashion seems
far removed from everyday
life. However, fabrics for some
of the world’s biggest high-
end designers are still pro-
duced right here, as well as
bespoke clothing, luxury 
accessories and home wear. 
Langholm was once home to

several textile mills, which 
employed hundreds of residents
and helped our local economy
to thrive. With cheaper manu-
facturing costs abroad and a
growing demand for mass pro-
duction, the mills slowly closed
down over the years. Now only
one power-loom mill remains
in Langholm, but many other
small businesses thrive outside
of the limelight. In recent years,
several makers have made the
leap to starting their own ven-
tures, resulting in a strong com-
munity of craftspeople in our
area.
Buccleuch Mill and its sur-

rounding buildings are the epi-
centre of the local industry,
housing around a dozen busi-
nesses which mostly revolve
around textiles and design. The
buildings may seem quiet from
the outside, but inside there is
a buzz of excitement as pro-
duction continues. Processes
from yarn dying to weaving to
garment manufacture all take
place here and being in such
close proximity gives compa-
nies the opportunity to work
together, making use of each

other’s skills.  
Since the pandemic began,
there has been a shift in 
focus towards local 
manufacture and craft 
After nearly two years of

lockdowns and uncertainty,
many people have emerged
with new craft skills and a new-
found appreciation for their 
local communities. Activities
which were previously synony-
mous with older people – like
knitting and crochet – have
found their way back into fash-
ion thanks to online tutorials
and internet trends. By taking
the time to learn these slow
and intricate processes, a new
generation understands the 
effort which goes into produc-
tion and is therefore willing to
spend more on high quality
local products. With any luck,
this will inspire young people
to continue Langholm’s textile
legacy.

What is next for the 
industry in Langholm?

With the support of the com-
munity, local businesses can
continue to grow and evolve.
At the moment there is still a
shortage of people interested
in training to take over 
hands-on jobs in textiles so as
workers retire, some important
skills risk being lost. By spread-
ing the word about our local
industry, we can all help to
change this and encourage the
return of Scottish manufacture.
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Anna Watson has recently moved to Langholm with her family after 
graduating with a BA in Fashion. 

New columnist Anna Watson updates us with some good textiles news

Most people in Scotland use about  
165 litres of Scottish water every day. 
If that seems like a lot, it is. 

Since Scottish Water was formed  
20 years ago so much has changed, 
especially the climate. Extreme weather 
makes it harder to deliver over 1.5 billion 
litres of clear, fresh tap water that 
Scotland uses daily. That’s why we’re 
investing over £600m a year to keep 
Scotland’s water the way you like it.   
Find out more at ScottishWater.co.uk

One of the looms in operation in Drove Weavers



A lively night was enjoyed by The Langholm Ladies Burns
Club in the Buccleuch Centre last week after the lifting of
covid restrictions allowed it to convene for its 2022 Burns
Supper. Lady member Alison Aston takes up the story:

President, Nancy McLure,
welcomed everyone to the
2022 Burns Supper. She
said: “The Club has had great
support from members since
we started up again in 
October last year and the
committee has worked hard
to bring about a Burns 
Supper albeit not of the 
traditional variety.” Nancy
concluded her words of wel-
come by reciting the Selkirk
Grace.
After a delicious meal pre-
pared in the Buccleuch Cen-
tre kitchen by Tracey Good-
fellow and her staff, Mrs
McLure said a few words
about Her Majesty the Queen
before the company drank
the traditional toast. “Whether
you are a royalist or a 
republican, I think you will
agree that our Queen 
deserves our greatest sym-
pathy. She has a sense of
duty second to none and we
wish her well for her Platinum
Jubilee.”
The Langholm Ladies Burns
Club receives a copy of The
Burns Chronicle which gives
up to date research and 

information courtesy of The
Robert Burns World 
Federation. The issue of
September 2021 contained,
among other features, 
research and analysis of con-
temporary Burns Suppers in
2020 based on 2500 events
across 145 countries. The
research highlighted how
Burns Suppers have changed
from the gathering of nine
Freemason friends in July
1801 to remember his genius,
to the variety of Burns 
Suppers of the 21st century. 

Traditional
The Burns Suppers held by
The Langholm Ladies Burns
Club have tended to follow
the traditional pattern, begun
in Victorian times with tradi-
tional Scottish fare, speeches
and toasts with songs and
poetry. However, our Ladies
Club has had to adapt its
meetings to survive the times
of the pandemic. Our 2022
supper was no exception and
we tried to retain some of
the traditions but also tried
out different ideas. 
On introducing the speaker,

Mrs McLure said, “We are
privileged to have Billy Young
as our main speaker tonight
to deliver the Immortal 
Memory. He has stepped in
at the last minute when others
were unable to come. Billy
needs little introduction as
he is a keen Burnsian, a very
able local historian, a singer
and actor and of course 
Common Riding enthusiast.” 
Billy then regaled us with a
witty and entertaining speech,

illustrating in parts Burn’s con-
nection with the town, and
with him..!
“The strongest connection
Burns had with Langholm
was through the affair he had
with Helen or Ellen Hyslop,
a “noted local beauty” from
Moffat. This led to the birth
of a daughter, also called 
Helen, who bore a striking
resemblance to him. Helen,
the mother, was born in 1766,
the daughter of John Hyslop
and Janet Howatson of
Langholm. Her daughter
(known locally as Lucky) lived
to the ripe old age of 98 and
was said to have inherited
her father’s dark mesmerising
eyes, his conversational pow-
ers and his great repartee
and quickness of wit. In the
Young family tree, you will
see that we are connected
through marriage to the local
Hyslop family.  This means
that I am, without doubt, a
direct descendant of oor 
national bard and I hope you
all are suitably impressed by
this!
Afterwards, Grace Brown,
who has been a stalwart of
the club for a large part of
her life, was invited to take
the floor. Grace chose to 
recite a poem which she 
believes originated in Australia
and Kate O’Shanter was very
humorously delivered and
caused much hilarity from the
company.
“Anne Halliday has been
another jewel in the history
from the club from singing to

accompanying others and
tonight we are going to try
out community singing” 
Nancy said. 
The songs chosen were “Ye
Banks and Braes o’ Bonnie
Doon” and “Comin’ Thro the
Rye” and the singing turned
out to be so enjoyable that it
could possibly be included in
the programme next year.
It fell to Aileen Armstrong
to give a comprehensive Vote
of Thanks followed by the
drawing of a free raffle. The
evening ended with the
singing of Auld Lang Syne.

...and Day Centre does the same

Teaching doesn’t have to be restricted to the class-
room. That’s one of the main lessons that children
at Newcastleton Primary School have been learning

over the past few months. It follows the move to transform
wasteland into a beautiful woodland walk, complete
with firepit, a garden area with raised beds and a poly-
tunnel, large enough to hold a class. The decision was
then taken to create outside learning sessions for ten-
week blocks and Sarah Laing of the Newcastleton School
Partnership took on the task of raising funds.

“We felt it was very important
that the kids and staff utilised
the outdoor area to its full extent
and there was lots and lots in the
national press about working and
learning outdoors. I approached
funders on behalf of NSP to help
support the school staff in outdoor
learning all year round, utilising
the new facilities.”
Money for the first block was

donated by the Newcastleton
Trust, Tilhill and local residents
Jane Bower and Geoffrey Kolbe.
Head teacher, Andy Jones, says
the outdoor classes are proving
really beneficial for the pupils
on a number of levels. 
“Spending time outside, espe-

cially in a natural environment
is good for all of us, especially
for children. Recent research
shows that children’s access to
nature and outdoor play is linked
to better self-esteem, physical
health and the development of
language skills. It becomes the
memorable thing that they did at
primary school. They might not
always remember their maths
lessons but they do remember
the times when they were out-
side.”
The first learning block was

provided by Rock UK, the 

outdoor activities centre based
just outside Newcastleton, with
Instructors Sarah Porthouse and
Esther Bentley. Sarah says it
was great experience for every-
one involved.

Opportunities
“We drew from the school

curriculum, as well as our own
outdoor expertise, to provide
fun learning opportunities for
all the children, from ELC to
P7. The children and teachers
embraced the outdoors, getting
stuck into all the tasks set: leaf
collecting, lighting fires, shelter
building around the playground
and eating marshmallows. It
provided a fantastic opportunity
to build relationships and it has
been eye-opening to see what
children can learn outside of
the classroom, and the effects
that has on their personal 
development and relationships
with each other.”
Andy Jones says “They’ve all

had a real sense of achievement.
They’ve loved the experience
of planting, watching things
grow and then harvesting the
crops. We have had strawberries,
tomatoes, potatoes, beans and
cucumbers, along with 

courgettes and pumpkins – it
really was a very successful
growing season. We will con-
tinue to make use of the outdoor
learning environment, integrat-
ing it into our regular learning
experiences across the curricu-
lum and throughout the school
year,” he said.
Perhaps the last word should

go to the children themselves –
and it’s clear they have thor-
oughly enjoyed getting out of
the classroom, with comments
such as, “It’s fun playing in the
woodland; it’s exciting exploring
and making dens at break times;

it’s great being out in the fresh
air and in the trees.” 
10 year old Layna Pearson

said, “We learned new, cool
things outdoors,” and her eight
year old sister Bella said, “It
was fun and adventurous.” The
best memory for Tobias Ashbolt
was learning how to make bows
and arrows and measuring other
people with metre sticks and
chalk. Whilst for his brother
Daniel, it was “Using sticks and
leaves to make dens for a pretend
hedgehog. We knew it was a
pretend hedgehog because it
wasn’t hibernating.”
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Langholm Ladies toast the Bard Copshaw kids learn outside
Our Newcastleton correspondent Gilly Fraser updates us on school life

Langholm Day Centre celebrated Robert Burns
day in a very different and intimate way. 
Elaine Anderson said the Selkirk Grace and 
addressed the Haggis. Elaine who wore her past
president’s badge has been a member of Langholm
Ladies Burns club for 54 years. Grace Baxter
then recited one of her favourite poems of Burns,
“Now Westlin’ Winds”, not only a love song but
showing us Robert Burns’ affinity with and love of
nature, how he has so much empathy with the
humble mouse or a mere daisy. A version of the
poem in song was played, sung by Jim Malcolm
which was a delightful finish to the short celebration. 

Right: Grace Baxter 
recites ‘Now Westlin’
Winds’

Left
Elaine Anderson

addressed the haggis
and said the 

Selkirk Grace

Lifting of restrictions allows organisations to celebrate Burns’ Night again

Aileen Armstrong, Grace Brown, Nancy McLure, Anne Hallidaay and Billy Young make up the top table
at the Langholm Ladies’ Burns Club 

Billy Young leads the community singing, accompanied by Anne Halliday

Toasting marshmallows

Above: Making bows and arrows proved very popular
Below: Toby and Daniel Ashbolt with some newly-picked vegetables

Outside Learning whatever the weather
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Erosion fears and failing
footbridge force path’s closure
It’s feared that the very popular

Gaskell’s Walk around Langholm
will now almost certainly close per-
manently since a footbridge on its
route has become ‘very dangerous’. 
The 30-40 minute circular route from

the town is a favourite for dog owners
and for those who like a daily stroll or
run.
Reports of users ignoring safety 

notices and moving barriers preventing
access to it, have forced the Council
to take drastic steps in the interests of
public safety.
Gaskells Walk, also known as Core

Path 278, was closed in November
due to concerns about the safety of its
footbridge and the ground around it.
The Council recently reinspected the
bridge,  with Countryside Access Officer
Richard Masters reporting that the
local authority is now “very concerned
that this bridge could collapse at any
time.” 
“We are taking the necessary steps

to remove this bridge as soon as possible
to prevent anyone from attempting to
use it,” he said, “the remaining gap
will be fenced off.”
“Regrettably we may now be looking

at the long-term closure of this Core
Path, which is a shame. However, if
the alternative route can be established,
this still enables a circular walk from
the town. Public safety has to be the
priority and there is little we can do to
prevent further erosion of the embank-
ment.”
Mr Masters said approaches will be

made to Buccleuch Estates with regards
to waymarking a path that would pro-
vide an alternative circular route for
the town and it’s hoped a pedestrian

gate might be installed at the roadside
to enable better access. 
Local walking enthusiast, Gavin 

Graham, says the proposed alternative
route is “not nearly as nice and has a
bit of a climb but it gives good views,
so you gain that,” he says.
“To be honest I cannot see Gaskell’s

Walk opening again, as D & G Council
just cannot afford the kind of money it
would take to put a replacement bridge
in and at least the alternative route
keeps the walk alive. Gaskell's Walk

was popular and used by many walk-
ers,” says Gavin, “I didn’t use it often
but I did enjoy walking round it.”  
“We will amend the walk in our next

publication of the Langholm Walks
Book, which will be later this year, or
more likely next year, as we are looking
to produce a new website, as well as
an updated Walks publication.”

Unstable
Richard Masters said a council engineer

raised concerns about replacing the foot-

bridge on Gaskells walk with a bigger
structure due to the eroding ground
being potentially unstable and not capable
of supporting a longer bridge. The current
bridge is about seven metres in length
and a new structure would need to be
11 metres long to stand on firmer ground.
Even with a longer bridge, Mr Masters
said, there is no guarantee it would last,
should the embankment erode further.
Nancy McLure leads a weekly ladies

walking group and says the closure of
Gaskell’s Walk is a big loss. “The Tues-

day walkers really miss using this walk,
as it is a useful route to end or begin
walks like The Becks Burn and The
Caulfield Rig.” 
And fellow walker Ming Beattie said,

“It seems to be a very popular walk, as
it appears that many people are risking
life and limb to use it, despite the bridge
being deemed unsafe.” 
Nancy also said “It is very annoying

that Gaskells Walk is closed just now
with so many other local walks being
restricted due to trees being down after
Storm Arwen back in November. We
are continually being reminded of the
need for regular exercise for physical
and mental health. The alternative is
walking out the road from Caroline
Street but there is the added danger of
meeting Grange Quarry lorries and wag-
ons loaded with wood.” 
“Another alternative is walking on the

track past the Stubholm up onto Warbla
and then turning right descending to the
Lockerbie road or cutting down the field
to the far end of Gaskells. Both alterna-
tives are nowhere near as scenic as
Gaskells Walk. I hope it is re-opened
soon,” she said.
Easton’s Walk is also currently closed

and facing erosion problems, like
Gaskells. However, there is a good 
alternative route higher up, says Gavin
Graham, “so that is acceptable, and it’s
always had a problem with landslips,
though the higher route can be a problem
for people who don't like climbing the
steps from the park, and prams and
push chairs cannot make it, unless they
go up the muddy road next to the river.”
It's hoped Easton's Walk will be cleared
of fallen trees soon and re-open in the
near future.

Gaskell’s Walk, a local favourite, is too dangerous to remain accessible

South of Scotland Enterprise Roadshow Visits Langholm

Gaskell’s Walk footbridge showing erosion of banking in August 2021

Professor Russel Griggs OBE, Chair and Jane
Morrison-Ross Chief Executive of the South
of Scotland Enterprise (SOSE) were in
Langholm on Tuesday night to meet people
here and find out what some of the economic
issues are as folk here see them.
Professor Griggs gave a presentation outlining

the background to the organisation and what it
has done since it was set up in April 2020.
Several Langholm projects have benefited from
funding including the Old Police Station devel-
opment, the purchase and development of the
Tarras Valley Nature Reserve, Hilltop Leaf
Limited who are building a secure medicinal
cannabis business in the Esk valley and the
Langholm Alliance. He mentioned that he is
keen to see organisations in Langholm come 
together again to revisit the Community Plan
and ensure it is still fit for purpose.
The organisation works right across Dumfries

and Galloway and the Scottish Borders and was
created by an Act of the Scottish 
Parliament.

Jane gave a presentation of what had been
happening most recently and why it is important
to hear from people about the economic challenges
that are important to them through a series of
roadshows across the south of Scotland.
Questions from the floor included those on

topics such as how windfarm community benefits
could be used for more strategic projects in the
area, access to further and higher education for
young people, forestry and job creation.
There was only a small audience in the Buc-

cleuch Centre but it was good to see that those
at the top of this key organisation had come to
hear from people in our area. It is hoped that
some of the issues covered can impact on policy
and support for businesses and organisations lo-
cally.
If businesses or organisations are looking for

support they can contact staff at SOSE through
their website contact form or by giving them a
call https://www.southofscotlandenterprise.com/
A copy of the South of Scotland economic

plan can be viewed on the website. Professor Russel Griggs OBE
Chairman of South of Scotland Enterprise

Jane Marion-Ross
Chief executive of South of Scotland Enterprise
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FEBRUARY

Fri 4th
Open Day Creation Mill from 2pm Next to Yarns to Yearn for

Indoor Carpet Bowling 7pm ESMP Hall, Eskdalemuir

Sat 5th Matinee Film - 10 things I hate about you
3pm Waterbeck Village Hall 

Sun 6th Canonbie Carpet Bowling 
Open Pairs Tournament Canonbie Public Hall

Tues 8th Westerkirk SWI meeting 7.30pm Benty Hall

Fri 11th Benty Bowling Singles Tournament Benty Hall

Sun 13th Church Service by Rev Robert Pickles
3pm Eskdalemuir Commuity Hub

Mon 14th Daytime Yoga Classes on Mondays 11.30
to 12.30 £6 The Studio, Maxwell Place

Sun 18th
Indoor Carpet Bowling 7pm ESMP Hall, Eskdalemuir

Quiz night Benty Hall 

Thurs
10/24th Kate’s Kitchen pop up 11am to 1pm Langholm Social Club

Sun 20th Community Litter Pick meet at 10am Kirkpatrick Fleming Village Hall

MARCH
Wed 2nd Declan Nerney in concert 7.30pm Buccleuch Centre

Mon 21st -
26th LAODS Calamity Jane Bucleuch Centre 

Mar/Apr Craft Taster Course with Jackie Haag-on-Esk 07544 981183

WHAT’S ON IN ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE in FEBRUARY

LOCAL NOTICEBOARD

LANGHOLM 
TOWN HALL 

(inside)
WEDNESDAYS 10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS 9am - 2pm
Access through rear door

ROYAL BANK MOBILE VAN
Day Centre car park

Thursdays
11:45am - 12:25pm

BEPUZZLED
IT’S QUIZ WEEK...don’t you know!
1)   A 17ft tall marble statue of David is found in the Italian city Florence. 

        Which renaissance sculptor created the work?

2)   What time is two and a half hours after 2.30pm?

3)  Digbeth and Edgbaston are suburbs of which British city?

4)  Englishman Nick Matthew is considered one of the greatest players 
        of which racquet sport?

5)  Which English actress, known for Educating Rita, was made a 
        Dame in 2017?

6)  Which South American country gained independence from Spain in 
        1821?

7)   In the English language, which 'C' is a 'tunnel carrying a stream or 
        open drain under a road or railway'?

8)  The Portuguese dish Caldo Verde is predominantly which colour?

9)  The Rolex Zenith Daytona is what type of accessory worn on the 
        human body?

10) True or false; the chemical element Einsteinium is named after 
        Albert Einstein?

11) Someone who does not say what they mean is said to be 'beating 
        around the ...'?

12) Which London cathedral is the second-largest church building in the
        UK behind Liverpool Cathedral?

13) Definitely Maybe, released in 1994, was the debut album of which 
        British band?

14) Which US actor delivered the line 'Made it, Ma! Top of the world!' in 
        the 1949 film White Heat?
      a) James Cagney b) Humphrey Bogart c) Mickey Rooney

15) 'Notes on Nursing' was a 1859 book by which English founder of 
        modern nursing?

16) What was the surname of brothers Grant and Phil in the TV soap 
        opera Eastenders?

17) Gigs, shades and specs are all nicknames for which type of 
      eyewear?

18) Which US actor played Dr. Raymond Stantz in Ghostbusters and 
        Elwood Blues in Blues Brothers?

19) Abe Simpson is the father of which well-known Simpsons character?

20) 'Think Different' was a 1997-2002 advertising slogan for which US 
        tech company?

1Michelangelo
25pm
3Birmingham
4Squash
5Julie Walters
6Peru
7Culvert
8Green
9Watch
10True

11Bush
12St. Pauls
13Oasis
14a) James Cagney
15Florence Nightingale
16Mitchell
17Glasses
18Dan Aykroyd
19Homer Simpson
20Apple

If you have compiled a quiz - or a crossword - you would like to send in to the E&L, 
we would be delighted to publish it.

You can either pop it through the door, (54 High Street, Langholm)
hand it in to the office or email it to 

sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

ANSWERS...no cheating!!

Canonbie & District 
Community Council 

MEETING
Thursday 10th February 2022

at 7pm via Skype. 
Members of the public 

wanting to attend please email
canonbieanddcc@gmail.com

by 12 noon Wednesday 
9th February and the link 
will be emailed to you.

LANGHOLM
CRICKET CLUB

AAGGMM
Sunday 6th February

2.00pm
at the

The Clubhouse
Everyone welcome

Canonbie  
Community Cafe

(situated within Canonbie Parish
Church) 

RE-OPEN
Every Tuesday 2pm - 4pm
from Tuesday 8th February 
Delicious home baking, teas

and coffee’s. 
Everyone Welcome
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A view of the Meggat Valley near Telford’s birthplace

Books purchased from Telford’s legacy and the 
memorial plaque in Westminster Abbey

An extract from Thomas Telford’s will showing his legacy to both Langholm and 
Westerkirk libraries

Working on the suspension bridge over the Menai Strait

August 1757 Thomas Telford, the great civil engineer, 
was born the son of “an unblamable shepherd” in a crude 
cottage at Glendinning, Westerkirk in 1757. Telford master-
minded some of the most ambitious civil engineering projects 
this country has seen.  In Scotland alone he built 920 miles of 
road and 1,117 bridges.  He also built the Ellesmere Canal, St. 
Catherine’s Dock in London, the Gotha Canal in Sweden, the 
Warsaw frontier road in Poland formerly USSR, the magni -
cent suspension bridge over the Menai Strait and, of course, 
the Caledonian Canal. He was also the rst President of the 
edging Institution of Civil Engineers.  Telford died in Septem-

ber 1834 and was buried, against his wishes, in Westminster 
Abbey amongst the greatest and best in the land.  In his will he 
left £1,000 each to Langholm and Westerkirk Libraries. From 
the interest generated, books were to be bought to repay the 
great kindness that had been shown to him when he was a boy 
in Eskdale.
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Kenneth Branagh wrote and 
directed this well-made and well-
cast film about his childhood in
Belfast. 
The film, which Branagh has 

described as his “most personal
film”, centres on a young boy’s
childhood amidst the tumult of
Belfast, Northern Ireland, in the
1960s. 
Belfast had its world premiere at

the 48th Telluride Film Festival on
2 September 2021, and also won
the People’s Choice Award at the
2021 Toronto International Film
Festival. 
It is a 2021 Irish coming-of-age

comedy-drama starring Caitríona
Balfe, Judi Dench, Jamie Dornan,
Ciarán Hinds, Colin Morgan, and
newcomer Jude Hill. 
Currently showing at Annan’s

Lonsdale Cinema and Vue Cin-
ema, Carlisle, it has been 
described as one of the best and
underrated, overlooked films of the
past year. 
It is shot in black and white for 

almost the entire film, except for a
couple of cinema or theatre scenes

that were shot in colour. It was a
clever thing to do to accentuate the
grim ambience from those days
and captures the times and mood
of the late 60’s with the music and
costumes, as we see young boy
Buddy (Jude Hill) facing the trials
and up and down times of family
and life. However, to make things
even more complex the country
and town are both going through
tense uprisings of violence that 
involve religious and political differ-
ences. Still through and through
Buddy’s family remains tough and

solid as stern Granny (the great
Judi Dench) shines. And the
biggest scene stealer is Caitriona
Balfe as Buddy’s tough loving over-
protective mom who always does
and wants the right thing for her
family. 
Really this film is intimate - a

touching one of love and family and
a timely felt showcase that shows
emotions and being tough outlast
stormy and uncertain times. Direc-
tor Kenneth Branagh has really
scored here with a fine compelling
personal epic family drama.

Snowdrops in abundance at The Craig, Westerkirk. Photo by Neil Ewart

The E&L Gallery

See Belfast in Annan
ENTERTAINMENT



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

TO LET

ADVERTISING

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES
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PUBLIC NOTICES

ROOFING SERVICES

LANGHOLM POP-UP SHOP
February 2022

■ Tues 8th to Sun 13th February (74 High St)
KSJ Art & Funky things

■Friday 11th & Saturday 12th February
Flowers by Kathryn
in The Wee Workshop

To book a space: Call Sharon Irving on 07862 367209
or email: sharon@ashleybank.co.uk

McCulloch
 Roo�ng Family Business Since 1979

28 Bank Street
Galashiels TD1 1EN

for a free quote or advice
Phone:01896 888664

web: mccullochroofing.co.uk

ALL ROOFING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Sla�ng ▪ Tiling ▪ Flat Roofs 
UPVC Windows and Doors 
UPVC Facias and Gu�ering

BLINDS

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows

COMPLAINTS

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER

COMPLAINTS
To make a complaint about anything in The Eskdale and 

Liddesdale Advertiser, please visit the office on Langholm High
Street and speak to the community editor Penny Johnstone

Alternatively, please contact the company secretary
by email: secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk.

Or by writing to:  
The company secretary, Muckle Toon Media,
Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

ELECTRICIAN
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Advertise in the E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised how little it costs!

An advert this size, 10cm x 2 columns,
will only cost £30 + VAT each for 12 inserts.

This can include your logo or other graphic and
can be designed in-house.

Contact 013873 80012 for details.

Bespoke and crea�ve events that 
capture special memories
Funeral, Memorial and 

celebra�on of life  ceremonies 
Baby naming ceremonies

Weddings and vow renewals 

LLoovviinngg CChhooiiccee CCeerreemmoonniieess 
IInnddeeppeennddeenntt CCeelleebbrraanntt SSeerrvviicceess

CCaallll JJeennnnyy 0077880077 552200449999  
ffoorr aa ffrreeee,, nnoo oobblliiggaa��oonn ccoonnssuullttaa��oonn

CELEBRANT SERVICES

Eskdale Foundation
Available to rent soon

Ground floor, 2 Bedroomed Flat 
at 1 Greenbank Langholm
Applicants must be aged 60 years and over 

and have close Eskdale connections.
Closing date for applications is 20 February 2022

Apply in writing to: The Eskdale Foundation 
c/o Mrs S Tait, Inglisdean, Langholm DG13 0JZ

TO LET

LANGHOLM, EWES & WESTERKIRK
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Langholm Town Hall Monday 7th Feb 5.30pm
The meeting will have 2 Representatives from 

Police Scotland in attendance.
There will only be a limited number of members of the 
public allowed to attend as we are still adhering to COVID
rules set down by Dumfries & Galloway Council. 
Members of the public are asked to email me if they would
like to attend. It will be on a first come first served basis.

Contact: Robert Dickson, Secretary, Home Tel: 013873 80949
Mobile Tel: 07546 925 986 Email:robertdickson47@yahoo.co.uk

E&L JOBS
advertise in the E & L Advertiser

you’ll be surprised 
how little it costs
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EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Mr Chris Hutchinson
Session clerk: 013873 73755 
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508

By Calum Graham

There are many reasons why
you may decide to volunteer
in sport – 

You may want to give back•
to a school or community
who helped you when you
were younger
You may want to help pro-•
vide greater opportunities
for people and children to
take part in a variety of
sports whether for health,
participation or to compete
or, you may want to help
develop the next generation
of players for the local
school or club team. 
You can meet new people,•
make new friends, and
widen your social circle.

We would welcome more
people volunteering in extracur-
ricular sport in our schools and
help us provide greater oppor-
tunities for all ages to be active.
Volunteering can also help 
reduce barriers to participation
by reducing costs and making
sporting opportunities accessible
for all. 
A former volunteer in

Langholm Primary School was
asked why they got involved in

volunteering in sport and she
said “I was able to support the
school and encourage children
to keep fit and active. I enjoyed
volunteering because I felt part
of the school community and it
was great to see children get
the chance to try a variety of
sports. My daughter was often
at these sessions which meant I
was helping provide her with
greater opportunities and she
could see me taking an interest
in what she was doing. She was
also part of a school team that
achieved national sporting suc-
cess. This was one of her
favourite memories from primary
school and it was rewarding to
know I played a helping hand
in that”
In recent years, Langholm and

Canonbie Primary Schools have
been successful in athletics, gym-
nastics, netball and rugby and
volunteers have played a big
part in that.
Individuals who would like to

get involved would benefit from
a rewarding experience, help
provide sporting opportunities
for children and the opportunity
to help with school sport teams.
They would also have access to
paid for training opportunities

including Child Wellbeing and
Protection in Sport, First-Aid,
Coaching Qualifications and a
PVG check. 
Volunteering in sport not only

provides children with oppor-
tunities to take part in sport, but
it can also help develop a child’s
resilience, teamwork, social
skills, self-esteem, and confi-
dence. It can also help raise 
attainment and offer greater 
opportunities in life.
Volunteers are the heroes of

sport and without them, sport
could not run the way it does.
And for that reason, we make
sure volunteers working with
us benefit through volunteer
award and recognition schemes.

Can you help our schools
by volunteering in sport?

Anyone interested in
getting involved in 
extracurricular sport in
Langholm Primary
School can contact
Calum Graham on
07787 690611 or at

calum.graham@
dumgal.gov.uk

Milntown laid bare!  Wattie’s Bank, behind the club rooms and grandstand, has been completely stripped of trees.
Photo: Margaret Hudson, Langholm

Rhys captains
Scotland U20s

RHYS TAIT will captain the
Scotland Under-20s team dur-
ing the age-grade Six Nations,
which kicks-off on Friday 11th
February against England at
the DAM Health Stadium. 
The Boroughmuir Bears back-

row, who was born and raised
in Hawick, is part of a 30-player
squad for the championship
which was announced by new
head coach Kenny Murray last

Thursday.
“Having just stepped into this

role I have been impressed by
the player’s commitment inten-
sity and skill-set during our
camp this week,” said Murray, 
Rhys is the grandson of

Langholm couple Avril and
Robert Grieve and the E&L
sends congratulations to Rhys
and the whole family on such
an achievement.

Sports volunteering is a great way to meet new people while helping 
provide greater opportunities for young people



Rugby
Preparations were all in place
last Saturday, for Langholm’s
first home match since 23rd 
October and hopes were high
for a good game of rugby and a
good crowd of supporters
starved of local rugby. That was
until word came through on 
Friday night from Dunbar RFC
to say that there was an outbreak
of Covid in their squad and they
could not now play the match .
So another home match will need

to be rescheduled, this being for
the fourth time this season . With

the next home match not now due
until 5th March it will mean no
rugby at Milntown for over four
months.
After a good start to the season

with three wins and one narrow
defeat in the first four home 
matches, and with great support
by the Langholm faithful, the season
has been badly disrupted firstly
due to Storm Arwen at the end of
November and then covid. There
are still five home matches to play
but with a mini shutdown due to
the six nations these rescheduled
fixtures will run well into April which
although there is prospect of better

weather, is not necessarily an ideal
situation for the players. The club
will  do everything to make the
most of these home fixtures to 
ensure the remainder of the 150th
anniversary is a memorable one.
The Langholm Sevens will also be
back on 23rd April.

The fixture list as it stands is as
follows:
12th February North Berwick
Away 
19th February Leith Away
5th March Trinity Home
12th March Trinity Away 
19th March Livingston Home 

26th March Livingston Away 
2nd April  Inverleith Home 
9th April Penicuik  Home 

Published by Muckle Toon Media CIC - a Community Interest Company, at their offices, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH. Telephone 013873 80012      Price 80p
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Sports News
Thursday February 3, 2022

Sponsored by KELSO RACES

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
THURSDAY 3rd february

friDAY 18th february
01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Horseracing
Jockey Alan Doyle is back on
winning form and says he’s
relishing living a quiet and
peaceful life in the Langholm
hills.

The Irish jump jockey, who
turned 29 this week, is winning
again on the turf and at life
after fighting his way back from
more than a decade of cocaine
and alcohol addiction and man-
aging to pull himself through
rehab. 

Less than 18 months ago,
Alan was suicidal. He says a
desperate call to Racing Welfare
saved him. And now, with the
support of many friends in the
racing industry and after a move
to Langholm last autumn, he
says he’s found another ‘fan-
tastic’ support team around him
in the Ewart racing yard.

It’s only a short time since
Alan first met James and Briony
Ewart on a visit to their farm in
September - and he’s never left.

Briony says “Alan was  in the
south, where it’s fiercely com-
petitive, and he was in a difficult
patch. Top senior jockey, Daryl
Jacob, saw an opening for him
here, in the north. It’s great for
him to be in the middle of
nowhere, away from all the
temptations and somewhere
where he can just focus on his
riding

And the results are showing.

“He’s had a great strike rate for
the yard recently,” says Briony,
“so it’s good for everyone and
the owners are really getting
behind him and letting a lesser
experienced jockey ride their
horses, which is a big thing.”

She adds, “To actually have
the strength to come back when
you’ve been at such a low ebb,
and actually learn from those
mistakes and put them behind
you - you have to have a lot of
courage to come back, yes full
respect to him.” 

And Alan says he feels really
fortunate to have this opportu-
nity. “We’ve come a long way
in a short space of time,” he
says, “they are very, very, good
to me; Mr & Mrs Ewart have
been fantastic, they’re very good
at getting me outside rides as
well, they’re always putting my
name forward.”

Alan gets to ride for other
trainers on his days off, and
they are also very supportive
of him. Just recently, he’s had a
string of winners, including a
double for Lucinda Russell in
Ayr on Cellar Vie and Green
Vault, and a win for the Ewarts
on Lord Roco at Newcastle.
Alan’s also had rides with local
trainer Iain Jardine at Curruther-
stown and Penrith based Dianne
Sayer. And he’s had enormous
support from fellow jockey Bri-
an Hughes, his coach Brian
Harding and agent Richard Hale.

“I owe everything to these peo-
ple, because they are making
all of this happen for me.”

“It took a long time to get
confident racing again,” Alan
says, “winning is an addiction
– winning on Beat Box in 
December gave me the fire in
my belly again, so now I’m
feeling really hungry and greedy
again,” he says smiling.

Moving up here to Langholm
was definitely the right thing
to do, he says, “mentally it’s
making a massive difference to
my riding because I’ve got no

distractions, the horses are like
an escape; racing is like a bub-
ble, you forget what’s going on
the world.”

Aftercare
“I can do a lot of studying on

form here – my great friend
Daryl Jacob has been a major
help to me. He goes through
my races with me, I speak to
him nearly every day. And I’m
still getting support sessions
from my rehab aftercare.

“The yard is great, they take
the bad days as well as the good

ones. It’s nice not to have to
worry about getting grief on a
bad day. There’s lots of pressure
in this business, you’ve got to
keep the owners happy. When
you’re losing, you’re sitting in
the car on the way home,
scratching your head. We try
and get it right before we go
out.”

“Everything is very positive
at the moment, I’ve got all the
right people around me and I
keep my circle of friends very
small now.” 

Alan’s close support team 
includes his family, who he says
are very proud of him. 

“My father was here when
Beat Box won, my favourite” 

“Beat Box was my first winner
for James, and he was a bit of a
surprise - that was a landmark
moment, having a winner for
James,” says Alan, “he just
popped up one muddy wet day
in December and I’ve been hav-
ing luck since.” 

Alan shares that he was quite
shy as a child growing up in
Co. Kildare. Fame came to him
early, after winning his first two
rides as a teenager at the age of
16, which was closely followed
by a great deal of personal
tragedy in 2009, that tipped him
into a spiral of alcohol and
drugs. 

He spent time in Newmarket
and then Lambourne, riding
five winners at Cheltenham for

Nicky Henderson in the process.
“I worked for some great people,
like Nicky, Sir Anthony McCoy,
Joseph O’Brien and legendary
late Irish handler Dessie Hughes,
who’ve all done amazing
things.”

Alan’s troubles led him to quit
riding for two years in 2019.
Fortunately though, a rule
change allowing jockeys over
the age of 26 to still claim a
weight allowance, gave him 
renewed hope and the opportu-
nity for a comeback. “10 years
ago, it was forbidden for anyone
to come out like this, but things
change, and the support is there
now to be got,” he says, “owners
and trainers are very supportive
of people struggling with these
things.”

And after everything he’s been
through, Alan is keen to offer
his support to people facing
similar issues. “If you think you
have troubles with alcohol and
addiction - you do,” he says,
“there are so many support lines
out there, if anyone would like
to contact me, they can find me
on social media.” 

Alan says he’s not one for
setting goals, as he says they
lead to disappointment. He’s
just taking one day at a time,
and every day trying to give
each horse a better ride. Sugar
and winning are his new highs,
he says, along with his love for
caramel lattes.

Langholm Life helps Alan
return to winning ways
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4th home game cancelled

Jump jockey Alan Doyle with his favourite Beat Box


