
There are calls for serious questions
to be answered about the design and
cost implications of the proposals
for the Langholm Flood Protection
Scheme, which are due to go before
the Council’s Finance Procurement
& Transformation Committee this
afternoon
And Langholm residents supporting

the Ditch The Drain campaign say
they deserve to know the truth about
the legal status of what they say is
emerging as an entirely unaffordable
and undeliverable scheme. 
It comes after reports of significant

uncertainty surrounding the develop-
ment of the Langholm scheme, which
is one of three priority flood schemes
in Dumfries and Galloway. 
Local authority officials say they are

unable to provide any firm indication
of timescales and the council is in the
process of updating its capital invest-
ment strategy as part of its budget set-
ting process. 
The Scottish Government, which pro-

vides 80% of the funding for flood
defence work, is carrying out a review
of all previously agreed schemes, 
including an assessment of whether

the projects remain suitable to proceed,
taking into account concerns about
rising costs. 
Council officials say they anticipate

the findings of the review will be 
released in time for consideration
within their budget setting process.

Secondary flooding
Ditch The Drain campaigner and

Langholm resident, Erika Luukas, says
she’s gravely concerned about the 
implied costs of the town’s proposed
flood scheme. She points to the enor-
mous additional pumping and storage
facilities which she says will be needed
to prevent both raw sewage surcharge
into homes and ‘dangerously’ deep
secondary flooding on the wrong side
of the ‘huge’ new walls, coupled with
the protection and relocation of existing
infrastructure, which she says is simply
not included in the design and cost
proposals. 
In relation to anticipated funding

cuts from government, the group says
it’s still awaiting answers to four written
Parliamentary Questions seeking clar-
ification in relation to the COSLA
Leader’s agreement last summer, 

regarding suggestions that any flood
management schemes "not legally 
committed" would be paused. In the
context of these funding issues, Erika
believes council officers may be 
tempted to cut corners going forward,
pointing to what she says are hugely

concerning phrases in the report going
before councillors today, such as "costs
to get the schemes to tender stage will
be minimised." 
The Ditch the Drain campaign 

believes it has the support of around
40% of Langholm residents and says

it wants to urgently bring the Council
back to the design table. It’s demanding
proper consultation to avoid what it
fears will be an inevitable and very
expensive Public Inquiry. 

>Turn to page 2

Common Ridings hopeful
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Significant uncertainty
surrounding flood scheme

Concerned residents say the plans will be unaffordable and undeliverable
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Latimers of Langholm

FFUURRNNIITTUURREE SSAALLEE
NOW ON...NOW ON...NOW ON...

OPENING TIMES
Monday - Friday 8.30am - 5.30pm | Saturday 8.30am - 4.30pm

GREAT SAVINGS ON SOFAS • CHAIRS • RECLINERS • LIFT & RISE CHAIRS • DIVANS • BEDROOM AND DINING FURNITURE

The Scheme is designed to provide a 1 in 
200 standard of protection

2.19m

 Defence Height 1.33m

 Defence Height 1.20m



>From Page 1
Dumfries and Galloway Council
has run a series of community
engagement sessions since the
scheme was devised and believes
it is engaging with the community
properly. The proposals were con-
sidered by the Communities Com-
mittee last month, where it was
agreed to put them through an
Environmental Impact Assessment,
which will take about six months.
Ditch The Drain has published a
list of what it calls ‘fundamental
concerns’ on its Facebook Page.
They include wanting to see an
audit trail to justify an alteration
in the scale of the flood scheme
from 1:25 to 1:200, which it claims
happened seemingly overnight 
between 2016-2017 without any
documented evidence.
The group also want to know
who is responsible for scrutinising

and auditing cost benefit calcula-
tions, modelling accuracy, correct-
ing errors, contract value for money
and legal due diligence to ensure
the scheme is fit for purpose.
Further questions include why
surface water runoff and lack of
maintenance impacts are being
modelled as river flooding events
and why highwater events, where
flood plains and existing defences
work as intended, are being framed
as river flood events.
The Council’s Flood Risk 
Management Team recently agreed
to stop an overflow channel from
running through Buccleuch Park,
after strong community opposition
to the plan. Their revision will be
reported to the Communities 
Committee next Thursday. 
Ditch The Drain campaigners
say they remain committed “to
preventing the extensive irreversible

destruction that the current pro-
posals would inflict on our beautiful
riverscape and conservation area.” 
The group does want flood 
defences but ones “that enhance
Langholm and protect the small
number of properties at risk. We
are campaigning to ensure the

Council doesn't rip the flowing
heart out of Langholm,” said Erika
Luukas.
Both Dumfries and Galloway
Council and the Scottish Govern-
ment have been approached for
comment.
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Council is engaging with the community

Common Ridings
Organisations hail return of ancient celebrations

Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

Deaths

Hawick Common Riding 
Committee SCIO unanimously
agreed the election of a Cornet
for 2022 and endeavour to run a
traditional Common Riding within
Government guidelines. Any
changes to guidance from the
Scottish Government or Scottish
Borders Council may require 
adjustments to be made for some
events, more likely those which
are normally held indoors. This
could mean reduced numbers at
indoor events or alternatively use
of outdoor venues, as is deemed
necessary.

The Committee and Principals are
of the opinion it is essential to pro-
ceed with Common Riding 2022
for both the wellbeing and economy
of the town, and they look forward
to the continued support of townsfolk
and exiles alike.

Selkirk Common Riding Trust
also announced the return of their
Common Riding on Friday 17th
June 2022 by posting an invitation
on Facebook for the positions of
Royal Burgh Standard Bearer and
Attendants in connection with the
Riding of the Burgh Marches. Clerk
to the Trust, Johnnie Thomson said:
“Selkirk Common Riding Trustees
are well forward in their planning

for a return to the Royal Burgh's
Common Riding, scheduled for 
Friday 17th June 2022.
“Whilst there remains the risk of
Covid variants emerging, all our
arrangements will be made in 
compliance with any Government 
restrictions which may prevail at
the time”.

Langholm
The E&L asked Langholm 
Common Riding Chairman Roger
Maxwell if he would like to com-
ment at this early stage, he said:
“The Trustees are due to have a
meeting at the end of February and
the AGM in March. I don’t see any 

reason why the Common Riding
can’t go ahead with the restrictions
being lifted”, while Christine Calvert,
secretary of Langholm Town Band,
said: “Like all Langholmites the
Town Band have missed the 
Common Riding over these last two
years. I think we’d all like to see a
return to normal if guidance and
restrictions allow, I guess it’s fairly
easy for the outdoor events but I’m
not sure how indoor events will
fare”.

Newcastleton
Gary Cuthbert, Chair of the 
Copshaw Common Riding 
Committee also confirmed plans to
go ahead with their Common Riding
on the first Saturday in July. He
said: “We plan to go ahead as normal
but will adhere to any mandates in
place at the time. Hopefully there
won’t be any and as most of our
activities are outdoors, we don’t
anticipate any problems and it’s full
steam ahead for the “first Seterday
in Julie” 

J. & A. Hodgson
Independent Family Funeral Directors

134 High Street, Annan
A Caring Family Firm
Caring for your family

Private Rest Room
For 24 hour caring personal service

Tel. 01461 205920
Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors Member
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available on request

GRANT, Janet

Peacefully on 14th January 2022 in Cumberland
Infirmary, Janet Wishart Grant, nee Farmer,
Greenbank, Langholm, beloved wife of the late
Jim.
Will be sadly missed by the family.  
Funeral private.

Church Notices

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES
Church Services

Sunday 30th January

Langholm 10am
Sunday Club meet at 
Masonic 10am 

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Social Distancing 
will be observed.  
Please wear masks. 

Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 80859.

Mobile. 07543 179469

Charity no. SCO11946

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale and

Canonbie Churches
welcome you to

Worship on Sunday
morning at 10am and

11:30 respectively. 
In line with

government guidance
Worshippers are

advised to do a Lateral
Flow test on Sunday
morning and will be

required to adhere to
current Covid
restrictions.

Rev Morag Crossan
on 07861736071 or
email mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk

James Rae & Sons
Headstones and Memorials

● Headstones
● Memorials
● Children’s Memorials
● Desks and Vases
● Memorial Design
● Memorial Restoration

11a George Street ● Annan
01461 202083 ● www.jraeandsonsheadstones.co.uk

Bespoke and crea�ve events that 
capture special memories
Funeral, Memorial and 

celebra�on of life  ceremonies 
Baby naming ceremonies

Weddings and vow renewals 

LLoovviinngg CChhooiiccee CCeerreemmoonniieess 
IInnddeeppeennddeenntt CCeelleebbrraanntt SSeerrvviicceess

CCaallll JJeennnnyy 0077880077 552200449999  
ffoorr aa ffrreeee,, nnoo oobblliiggaa��oonn ccoonnssuullttaa��oonn

The trustees and members of Langholm
Common Riding are hopeful that things
will return to normal for the 2022 event

Plan showing amended design with
the overflow channel removed
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Call for
town centre
support
Local MSP Colin Smyth has
called on the Scottish 
Government to provide more
support for town centre regen-
eration in Dumfries and Galloway.
Speaking in Holyrood last
week, the South of Scotland
MSP highlighted the key role
that a culture-led approach can
play in regenerating our High
Streets, citing the Wigtown Book
Town and the Stove Project in
Dumfries, which led to the 
development of the Midsteeple
Quarter, as examples of culture-
led regeneration in the region.
He urged Culture Minister 
Jenny Gilruth to provide extra
support for culture-led projects
that focus on regeneration, 
including funding for new art
galleries and other services if
they are built in town centres.
In the chamber, he asked, 
“given the big crisis that our
town centres face, does the min-
ister share my view that we need
to redouble our efforts by 
increasing the support that we
give to culture-led community-
driven regeneration?”
Mr Smyth believes the Scottish

Government should adopt a
‘town centre first’ rule when
funding arts and culture facilities
within towns to encourage coun-
cils and organisations to put new
developments within town cen-
tres, to bring more people to the
High Street.
After the debate, Colin Smyth
said: “The pandemic and the
subsequent restrictions and lock-
downs have been terrible for
retail and we’ve seen so many
shops in our town centres closing.
There were big problems before
Covid and now we need urgent
action to stop further decline.”

Opposition advised
Faw Side Windfarm would be “Inappropriate and Overbearing”
Dumfries and Galloway 
Councillors are being advised to
oppose plans for a large-scale
windfarm at Faw Side, 6.8 km
north of Langholm. Scottish 
Borders Council has already
lodged its objection to the 45-
turbine scheme, which would lie
across more than 4542 hectares
of rolling hill land and encompass
large areas of commercial forestry.
Now Dumfries and Galloway 
Council is being recommended to
follow suit over the plans, which are
described as "overbearing" by its
landscape architect in a report which
went before the planning applications
committee yesterday.
Of the 45 turbines proposed, 13
are in the Scottish Borders, 17.8
km south of Hawick, along with the
main access site. Most of the turbines
would stretch into Annandale and
Eskdale, with the village of Bentpath
just 2km from the site’s southernmost
boundary.

200 metres
The turbines would have a maximum
tip height of 200 metres and con-
struction of them all would take
around two years. This work would
involve over 12,000 vehicle move-
ments, nearly 3,500 of them by
HGVs.
The report says the proposed
scheme is “an inappropriately scaled
development in a sensitive location.
28 turbines are within or on the
boundary of this landscape, which
is also designated part of the
Langholm Hills Regional Scenic
Area.”

It continues, “Faw Side would be an
overbearing and prominent influence
in the local and midrange landscapes
due to the scale of the turbines,
windfarm spread, and the require-
ment for aviation lighting.”
The report also states that archae-
ologists from both councils on sep-
arate visits identified a “potentially
significant cairn” that had been 
accidentally omitted from national
archaeology records. The archeol-
ogists are concerned about the 
potential impact “on nationally 
important heritage assets” and are
also opposed to the windfarm going
ahead.

Local inquiry
The scheme by Community 
Windpower will be subject to a public
local inquiry in July, after which its
fate will be decided by the Scottish
government, rather than by the local
planning authorities, due to its size
and the amount of electricity gener-
ated from it, which would exceed
50MW.
Developers have said the project,
with a lifespan of 40 years, could
deliver a major "economic boost" to
the wider area, whilst helping to
meet climate change targets. It’s
estimated the proposed wind farm
would produce enough electricity
every year to power 328,000 homes
and generate £157 million for the
local economy during its life span,
including £14 million in community
benefit funding.
Consent has already been granted
for 14 windfarms within 45 km of

the proposed Faw Side site, with
four additional applications currently
under consideration.
Campaigners against the Faw Side
development say they’re cautiously
welcoming the report, which went
before councillors yesterday. 
Commenting on the recommendation
to councillors to oppose the scheme,
John Beechey of the Faw Side 
Community Group says, “It’s good
news but we still need to put our
own personal objections forward at

the inquiry and we need to start
fundraising to ensure our voices are
heard. We’re in touch with a QC,
who’s interested in taking our case
forward,” says John. The Faw Side
Community Group (FSCG) are look-
ing to raise between £10-15,000 to
ensure their views are heard by the
Scottish Government. The Group
met in Ewes Hall last night to sign
their constitution and to welcome
new members interested in joining
their campaign. 

Advertise in the E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised how little it costs!

An advert this size, 5cm x 2 columns,
will only cost £15 + VAT each for 12 inserts.
This can include your logo or other graphic

and can be designed in-house.
Contact 013873 80012 for details.

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Book your eyetest today 

 

   

    

 
   

 
 

   

 

 
   

      
    

An lifeline charity, with fort-
nightly pop-up services in
Langholm and Lockerbie, is
stepping up its efforts with a
new ‘Stronger Together’ project
starting next week in Annan.
Kate’s Kitchen has cooked up

plans to launch a weekly support
group for people struggling with
mental health issues. Due to the
stress and worry many people
have experienced through the pan-
demic, manager Hazel Thompson
says this additional community
support is needed now more than
ever.
“Our Stronger Together project

comes after an evaluation of Kate’s
Kitchen services, whereby 79%
of our users indicated they suffered
mental health issues,” says Kate.
“Our research showed the best
way of self-management of mental
health was to have a platform to

share experiences, advice and
coping mechanisms.”
“Although we already do this

on a one-to-one basis, the group
method works better as people
are more open to talk with others
experiencing similar issues. We
have identified a volunteer facil-
itator for the group and hope to
start the sessions on Tuesday.” 
Kate’s Kitchen saw a 50% 
increase in requests for help last
year, with 118 new referrals for
support, many of them on the
phone during covid. “We’re 
expecting an increase in demand
again this year,” says Hazel “even
from people who are working 
because of escalating energy and
food costs.”
The service, which operates
from the Old Bank in Annan’s
High Street, provides a free hot
meal and variety of support for

local people in crisis and in need
of additional support. Users are
also encouraged to volunteer with
Kate’s Kitchen to gain new skills
and confidence, and some go on
to do training courses to help
their chances of employment.
. “People come in sometimes in
tears being in homeless accom-
modation, with no money for food
and we can support them by giving
them a cup of tea, a listening ear,
and help them to fill in forms to
access housing and benefit enti-
tlements, and food parcels. When
they leave, they have a spring in
their step,” says Hazel.
Kate’s Kitchen is hoping to get

its Stronger Together project up
and running in Langhom and
Lockerbie soon and is currently
recruiting for a new support work-
er. The next pop up session in
Langholm is on Thursday 10th

February from 11-1pm in the 
Social Club, with one planned 
in Lockerbie Town Hall for
Wednesday 16th February, also
from 11am-1pm.

Kate’s Kitchen is ‘Stronger Together’
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The OS map showing the spread of the proposed Faw Side development
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Thousands of geese
die of flu on Solway

Bird keepers of all sizes are
being urged to remain vigilant
around bird flu and to keep
their flocks indoors, in line
with the current housing 
order.
Thousands of wild geese on

the Solway have died in the 
recent Avian Influenza outbreak.
The National Farming Union

in Scotland is reminding people
to keep their birds housed and
to stick to biosecurity measures
at all times. They say risk of
avian flu remains extreme and
cases in wild birds are still being
seen regularly.
"Although the Protection and

Surveillance zones associated
with infections recorded in Scot-
land have now all been lifted
from affected premises, there
remains a prevention zone across

the whole of the UK, which 
requires all poultry to be housed
and biosecurity measures to be
strictly observed."
NFU Scotland’s Poultry Policy

Manager Penny Middleton said
“The Avian Influenza situation
continues to cause huge concern
and all flock owners – large
and small – must house birds
and adhere to biosecurity mea-
sures.
“Unfortunately, it is apparent

that non-compliance with the
housing order remains com-
monplace in backyard or garden
flocks and that places the whole
Scottish poultry industry at an
unacceptable risk.”
“All bird keepers, whether you

only have 1 or 2 hens or 1,000s
must keep birds indoors and
follow strict biosecurity mea-

sures to limit the spread and
eradicate the disease.
If you find a single dead swan,

goose, or duck; a single dead
bird of prey, or five or more
dead wild birds of any other
species including gulls, then
you should report them to 
Defra’s national telephone
helpline: 03459 33 55 77 (option 7).
NFUS is urging all keepers of

poultry, including backyard
flocks and smallholders with
under 50 birds, to join the poultry
register, which will help Gov-
ernment vets monitor the spread
of infection and identify at risk
holdings.

https://www.gov.uk/govern-
ment/publications/poultry-in-
cluding-game-birds-registration-
rules-and-forms 

NFU Scotland reminds farmers to keep their birds securely housed

Biosecurity measures must be adhered to

• Overnight closures at Teviothead and South of 
Hawick High School
•  Works scheduled for 17-28 January, 4 February and
7-11 February 2022
The A7 is set to benefit from an improved road sur-

face, with 17 nights of works in two locations sched-
uled for 17-28 
January, 4 February and 7-11 February.

The works will see Trans-
port Scotland’s operating
company BEAR Scotland
resurface 3.2km of carriage-
way, creating smoother and
safer journeys for motorists. 
To ensure the safety of
roadworkers and the public
during these works, the A7
will be closed from 
Teviothead to the Johnnie
Armstrong Gallery, between
19:30 and 06:00 each night
from Monday 17 January
to Friday 28 January, 
excluding Saturday and 
Sunday nights.
The A7 will then be closed
from south of Hawick High
School to the Sandbed
Roundabout between 19:30
and 06:00 on the night of
Friday 4 February, and each
night from Monday 7 Febru-
ary to Friday 11 February.
A diversion route will be
signposted between Hawick
and Canonbie via the
A6088, B6357 and B7201
throughout the duration of
these works.
Emergency services will

be given access through
the works at all times and
local access for residents
within the closure points
will be maintained when it
is safe to pass through the
work area.

Guidance
Strict physical distancing
protocols are in place to
protect teams and ensure

they remain safe on site, in
line with Scottish Govern-
ment guidance.
Emergency services and
other relevant stakeholders
have been consulted in 
advance to make them
aware of the plans.  
Tommy Deans, BEAR
Scotland’s South East 
Network Manager, said:
“These surfacing improve-
ments will help to address
the defects on this section
of the A7 and will greatly
improve the experience for
motorists.  
“It is essential for safety
that we close the road dur-
ing these works, however
we’ve arranged for the pro-

ject to take place overnight
to minimise the impact. 
“We thank motorists and
the local community in ad-
vance for their patience and
understanding. We’ll do all
we can to complete the
work as quickly and safely
as possible.”
Real time journey infor-
mation is available from
Traffic Scotland on
www.trafficscotland.org, twit-
ter at @trafficscotland or
the mobile site my.traffic-
scotland.org
All work is weather de-
pendent and subject to post-
ponement or cancellation
in the event of adverse 
conditions.

More A7 resurfacing 
Letters 
to the
Editor

The A7 at Teviothead
Photo: Google StreetView

Distances
questioned
Just read your piece online. It might
have been good to fact check infor-
mation. The distance from Samye
Ling  on the OS Map it can be
seen that Samye Ling Purland
retreat  is just over 1.5 miles
from the the firing point
at Clerk Hill and the main
temple is about  0.25
miles further on so it’s
less than two miles. 
Interesting that the

expansion is denied
but that the Police
report that they have
visited to inspect it. 
The  use of 

another range since
June 2020 has been
reported both on
social media by
various attendees
at competition and
by the Craik 
Outdoor.

Nicholas Jennings
Boreland



Thursday January 27, 2022  5 

Speaker calls for competing
factions to pull together
Southern Uplands Partnership advises interested parties on Nature-based tourism

By Sharon Tolson

The call came during a talk
on Nature based tourism in
the Buccleuch Centre last
Wednesday evening. 
Pip Tabor from the Southern

Uplands Partnership (SUP) was
leading an in-depth discussion
around the various projects the
SUP are supporting, which in-
clude Talla/Hartfell Wild Land
Area, the Southwest Coastal
Trail and Destination Tweed,
among others.
Mr Tabor explained that for

visitors to be drawn to Nature
Tourism successfully, an area
would have to offer at least five
or six attractions to give people
enough engagement to make them
want to stay in the local area and
produce economic benefits.

Badgers
For example, he cited bluebell

and snowdrop woods, daffodil
parks and walks to discover
badger sets would all be 
appealing to visitors looking to

engage in nature tourism. 
Mr Tabor’s call for unity came

after some members of the 
audience expressed frustration
over difficulties working with
other community groups to

achieve results here in Langholm.
Mr Tabor told the group of a

recent survey of 191 businesses
across the South of Scotland, in
which 76% identified themselves
as offering nature-based tourism. 

From these findings, he said,
it was clear that the outdoors
and nature featured highly on
the wish lists of tourists and
visitors coming to the South of
Scotland. 

He also said there had been a
marked increase in interest in
nature attractions following the
pandemic.
“The benefits are huge for health

and wellbeing, especially since
the lockdown,” said Pip, “Nature
Based Tourism comes in the form
of many activities; wildlife watch-
ing, educational activities and
rural experiences.” 

Creators
Pip also talked about how we

are lucky to have so many “cre-
ators” in the community, and that
we should work with them to
create workshops for an improved
visitor experience. 
Lara Porter, Development 

Manager for the Eskdalemuir
Community Hub, referred to the
term “temporary locals” where
visitors come and want to immerse
themselves in the culture, getting
to know people, and hearing their
stories. 
“If we had more accommodation

like glamping and 
holiday cottages, people would

come,” said Lara.
The audience heard that 2022

is Visit Scotland’s year of story-
telling, and that we have an 
opportunity to promote our area,
as we have so many stories to
tell. 
Gavin Graham from Langholm

Walks was in the audience and
said: “We have superb nature-
based tourism in Langholm. The
walking guides are due their
fourth edition and the next phase
is to update the website with
maps to download, subject to
funding,” he said. “People want
‘experiences’ now and there are
so many opportunities locally
for short breaks holidays here
that we should try to develop.” 
Pip added: “We need to 

encourage young entrepreneurs
to set up tourism businesses,
This will keep them here and
stop the young leaving. “
Within the group present, Mairi

Telford-Jammeh discussed the
need for training for volunteer
walking guides and opportunities
for networking and sharing 
information across the region. 

A new ‘Distance Aware’
Badge is being rolled
out across Scotland as
part of a scheme to 
encourage respectful
social distancing.

The shield shaped
Badge was created by
a welsh doctor during
the pandemic as a po-
lite prompt to encour-
age people to maintain
a respectful distance
towards anyone feeling
vulnerable and nervous
about social mixing.
Free badges and 
lanyards are available to people who wish to show others they would welcome additional
space and extra care while out in public.
The Distance Aware scheme is a voluntary initiative to help those on the Highest Risk
List. Research shows almost three quarters of people most at risk say they would like to
signal to others to give them extra space.
The badges and lanyards are available free from all community and mobile libraries in
Scotland and from Asda stores. And they can be ordered from the Scottish Government
website for a small postal fee.
British Red Cross Scotland Director of Independent Living and Crisis Response Marie
Hayes says many people are experiencing loneliness and fearful of going out of their
homes as a result of the pandemic. “We believe Distance Aware can help overcome this
and help them to re-engage with social activities. This could be invaluable in helping to
tackle loneliness,” said Ms Hayes
The Scottish Government has invested £55,500 in the scheme and is asking
organisations, businesses and employers to promote the badge to their staff, customers
and members. 

The
E & L Gallery

born in 1848 ...... and still going strong!

Send us your photographs!
Every week we publish a reader’s photo on
our Gallery page. This can be taken on a
phone or a camera. Submit your photos to
the Editor who will select the best for
publication. Let us know what camera or
phone you took it on.
Email them to sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
or drop a printed copy into our office at 
54 High Street, Langholm.

Photo by: Caitlin Weatherstone

Pip Tabor (left) with Mairi Telford Jammeh, Denis Male, Margaret Pool, Lara Porter and Gavin Graham

Be ‘Distance Aware’

The new ‘Distance Aware’ badges are available 
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Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

6 Thursday January 27, 2022

C&D Auction Marts Limited had for-
ward 7,985 sheep comprising of
4,288 prime hoggs and 3,697 cast
ewes & rams at their weekly sale at
Longtown on  Thursday 20th 
January 2022.
A similar show of cast cows forward

saw all classes remain in demand,
more numbers required on a weekly
basis. The sale topped at 189p for an
Angus shown by Waterhead of Dryfe
Ltd, Lockerbie.
A smaller show of 4,288 prime hoggs

were forward to the same ring of pur-
chasers ensuring all classes were in
big demand, being up on the week and
considerably dearer than all centres at
the beginning of the week.  
Beltex hoggs topped the price per

kilo at 400p from the Firm of WA Clark,
Whins, Ecclefechan.
Top price per head of £188 for Beltex

hoggs consigned by M Buchan, Torrax,
Kirriemuir.
All classes of well fed and properly

finished prime hoggs are keenly sought
after on a weekly basis and can be sold
to vendor advantage every Thursday to
satisfy an ever-growing customer base
here at Longtown. For further enquiries
please contact our auctioneers who will
be pleased to take your calls.
An overall sale average of 271ppk

(SQQ 277.9p) was achieved.

PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER KILO)
Beltex 400p Whins, 397p, 395p, 387p
Easter Ochtermuthill, 385p Kilnford
Croft, 376p Pasture House, 372p
Easter Ochtermuthill, 361p, 354p, 350p
Torrax.  
Texel 394p Kirk House, 321p Garvil-
land, 320p Breckon Hill, 316p, 311p
Miller Hill, 307p Cheeseburn Grange
Hall, 306p Lanehead, 305p Fairview
Bungalow, 303p Lanehead & Kirk
House.
Blue Texel 346p, 316p Killeonan.
Hill Cheviot 298p Granton, 292p
Garvilland, 291p Glendearg, 289p 
Blue Texel £170 Killeonan.
Suffolk £146 Beckhall, £141 New
Farmhouse, £133 Carsegowan, £132
Galleywreay, £129 Archerbeck.    
Cheviot Mule £145 Becks.
Hill Cheviot £138 Kilchiaran, £126
Sorbietrees, £125 Glendearg.      
Charollais £135 Fardingjames, £129
Morwood.  
Mule £129 Beckhall, £127 Dodgson-
stown, £126 Gartvaigh, £122 Plumpe,
£120 Fardingjames.    
North Country Cheviot £128, £121
Myrelandhorn.
Blackface £120 Arnicle & Maidencots.
A smaller show of 3,697 ewes were for-
ward, handy weight export ewes being a
lot dearer with heavy ewes easily main-
taining last weeks high rates of return.
Texel ewes topped at £232 consigned

by Farm Stock Genetics, Over Whitlaw,
Selkirk.
Suffolk ewes topped at £180 from J
McLachlan, Benmore Street, 
Campbeltown.
Hill ewes topping at £119 for Blackface
ewes from R & WD & SR Charlton,
Whiteside, Haltwhistle.  
Heavy Mule ewes sold to £135 from JN
Hall & Co., Harelawhill, Canonbie.
Rams sold to £192 for Texels from JP
Gray, Unthank, Whittingham.     
All quantities of ewes are required for
this week’s sale as the ewe trade is set
to hold firm and more ewes can be sold
on a weekly basis to vendor’s advan-
tage. Please do not hesitate to contact
our auctioneers for further entries or
enquiries.
HEAVY EWES
Texel £232 Over Whitlaw, £220 Drink-
stone, £216 Unthank, £210 Tercrosset,
£208 Heatherglen, £206 Nether Sten-
ries, £205 Catslackburn, £200 Beck-
foot, £198 Anfield, £195 Windy Hill.  
Beltex £188 Easter Ochtermuthill,
£174 Tercrosset, £170 Kilnford Croft.
Suffolk £180 Benmore Street, £166
Hassendeanburn, £164 New Farm-
house, £157 Belzies, £151 Viewley.     
Charollais £170, £165 Upper Auchen-
lay, £164 Unthank, £160 Beckfoot.
North Country Cheviot £147 New
Farmhouse, £142 Gospel Hall, £139
Millriggs, £137 New Farmhouse.  
Bluefaced Leicester £140 Leithenhall,

£138 Nunscleugh & Paradise, £136
Unthank, £130 Gartvaigh.
Cheviot Mule £139 New Farmhouse,
£136 Auchlin, £134 Carsegowan.
Mule £135 Harelawhill, £133 New
Farmhouse, £130 Beckfoot, £127
Smallholms, £126 Halplawkiln, £125
Archwood.
LIGHT EWES
Blackface £119, £108, £100 White-
side, £97 Viewley & Boghead, £96
Crindledykes & Allfornaught, £95 East
Nethershield.  
Hill Cheviot £109 Skelfhill, £105
Crossdykes, £104 Anfield, £100 Cross-
dykes & Millriggs, £99 North House &
Priesthaugh.        
Kerry Hill £108 Skelfhill.
Easycare £101 Cleongart.   
Swaledale £97 Spoutbank.
RAMS
Texel £192 Unthank, £190 Tercrosset,
£180 Leithenhall & Hassendeanburn,
£175 Burnside.
Suffolk £180 Thura Mains, £168 Has-
sendeanburn.
Bluefaced Leicester £175 Kirkhill,
£172 Chapel, £170 Leithenhall, £168
Springwells.
Blue Texel £168 Unthank.  
Charollais £160 New Farmhouse &
Viewley, £147 Beckfoot.
Rouge £160 Beech Hill.
Cheviot £152 Becks, £148 Achvaich.
Dorset £144 Viewley.   
Romney £142 Castletown.
Blackface £132 The Row, £126
Chapel, £120 Garvilland.

Around the marts

New Tax on silage wrap
must be abandoned 

Pupils enjoy visit
to Harelawhole

RHET farm voulunteers
Neil & Emma Imrie, hosted
P4 & 5 children from
Langholm Primary. 
The youngsters learned all
about how the dairy herd is
reared, fed some calves, saw
robotic milking in action and
even had a chance to try some
‘old school’ milking with their
own fair hands (almost)! 
Thanks  to our sponsors for

the day, who made 22 wee ones
very happy when they left the
farm with their own little goodie
bags, including a pint of the
good stuff!
The Royal Highland 
Education Trust aims to bring
farming to life for young people
aged 3-18 through farm visits
and in the classroom with talks
by farming volunteers. The char-
ity was established in 1999.

That’s the warning from farm-
ing groups as HMRC plans
to extend the tax on plastic
packaging to cover silage wrap
from April 1, at a rate of £200
per tonne. The new tax comes
at a time when farmers are
already faced with spiralling
costs on many of their other
inputs.
Hamish Waugh, a sheep farmer
at Effgill, Westerkirk, says the
new tax on silage packaging is
very worrying and he thinks it
will add around 12% to 15% to
the cost of making a big bale.   
As Regional Vice Chair of D&G
NFUS, he says “We are lobbying
the Treasury jointly with the
NFU to abandon any idea of
applying this tax. Silage wrap
is clearly not actual packaging
but integral to making good
quality silage. 
“The Treasury needs to make
this distinction and we’re cer-
tainly going to argue very hard
for it. 
“This has probably come from
the mind of a civil servant or
politician, who has probably
never actually been on a farm
before, and has no understanding

of what’s going on,” says
Hamish.
The farming representatives are
arguing that silage plastic is not
classed as packaging plastic, as
its primary purpose is to protect
the silage and help it mature
into a valuable feed stock for
feeding their animals.
The Exchequer Secretary to the
Treasury is resisting calls to 
exempt the silage film used in
agriculture from the plastics
packaging tax. Helen Whatley
MP said in a debate last week
that it would “undermine” efforts
to reduce environmental harm
from plastics. 
New guidance on packaging
aligns silage film with film 
designed to protect produce,
such as around raw meat. 
In this area, Hamish says, most
of the farmers who make silage
and use silage wrap are members
of Farm Assurance Schemes. 
Assessors come to do an audit,
usually every year, and part of
that is that all farm plastics like
string and medicine bottles are
disposed of for recycling, and
this includes silage plastics, “so
they are not going into landfill

and causing environmental prob-
lems,” he says.
The debate in Westminster was
secured by the Conservative
MP Nigel Mills and backed by
Scottish Conservative Leader
Douglas Ross. 
Mr Mills accused HMRC of
“sneaking out” the guidance to
include silage films, saying it
was “unexpected” and the costs
will fall directly on to farmers. 
Mr Mills told The Commons
the primary purpose of silage
film is not packaging but to 
ensure that harvested grass can
be fermented into silage. 

He said extending the tax to
silage film would not generate
more use of recycled material
in the film and that the tax is
“seriously damaging for our
farming industry at a difficult
time.” 
The leader of the Scottish 
Conservatives, Douglas Ross,
said agriculture accounts for
only 3% of plastic use across
the United Kingdom, that silage
film is just a small proportion
of that “Therefore we are seem-
ingly taking a sledgehammer
to crack a very small nut here,”
he said.

The tax on plastic packaging is to be extended to cover silage plastics from
April 1, 2022, at a rate of £200 per tonne.

SOLWAY AGRICULTURE
LIMITED

Glasgow Road Lockerbie Dumfriesshire
DG11 2SE

Tel. Lockerbie (01576) 204124
Fax. Lockerbie (01576) 203806

Beet Pulp Pellets
Barley Grains

NB Grains Wheat Grains
Rolled Barley

Wheatfeed Rapemeal
Hi Pro Soya etc.

Can be mixed to your
requirements

Collect or deliver ex Laurmar,
Heathall Ind. Est., Dumfries

Bekina Wellingtons
Waterproof Leggings &
Jackets Boiler Suits etc

FOR ALL LAMBING 
REQUIREMENTS

lamb colostrum, lambs milk 
bottles, teats, lammacs

castration rings and pliers 
marking sprays etc.

Neil and Emma Imrie tell the children about milk production at Harelawhole
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Dairy farmers are
breaking new ground

Home from
hospital
Support is being stepped up
to get patients in Dumfries and
Galloway home from hospitals
and ease pressures on the health
and social care sector.
The region’s Health and Social
Care Partnership (HSCP) has
joined forces with the charity
Food Train to ensure people of
all ages have enough food for
at least 24 hours as they leave
hospitals in Dumfries and 
Stranraer.
Special Home from Hospital
food packs are being issued to
those needing them to ease con-
cerns around whether they will
have adequate supplies.
The project is being piloted
until the end of March as part
of work to support staff across
the health and social care sector,
which is facing unprecedented
pressures due to the Covid-19
pandemic.
It is being backed by a drive
to recruit more volunteers to
Food Train’s Meal Makers Ser-
vice, which sees them make a
home-cooked meal for an older
person, typically once a week.
The Dumfries-based charity
is also carrying out follow-up
calls to those aged 65 and over
who receive the packs within
72 hours of leaving hospital.
These ensure they are well and
whether they would benefit from
any additional support services.

Diversification sees installation of milk vending machine at Gretna 
By Alison Aston

Rigg farmers CRAIG and 
Alison Moffat of AC Dairies
are breaking new ground sell-
ing flavoured milk from two
vending machines, one at their
farm and one in Caledonia
Park, formerly the Gretna
Gateway Centre. 
The couple from Kirtlebank
Farm didn’t want to provide a
traditional milk round because
having to provide semi-skimmed
and skimmed milk to customers
would have meant having to
use additional processing 
procedures. 
Their enthusiasm for diversi-
fying was fired after watching
a story on Countryfile, followed
by talking with friends of Ali
who had just started selling milk
from a vending machine.
Craig says, “It took around
nine months to get up and run-
ning and it was the middle of
winter when we actually got
started – I don’t know if that
was a good or a bad thing.

We’ve been busy but not rushed
off our feet. Although people
constantly stop here, at all times
during the day and night.” “The
Dairy, as the vending machine
is named, is in fact just a fridge
with a big milk container which
is operated by a series of pumps. 

Syrup
Your bottle gets filled with
milk and then a small amount
of your chosen syrup is added,
all you have to do is shake the
bottle to mix the flavour through.
It’s a very simple process,” says
Craig.
Being environmentally friendly
is a key driver of their business.
In addition to glass bottles, the
machine at the Caledonia Centre
uses bio-degradable cups, which
are completely recyclable. “This
helps keep our carbon footprint
low and it’s obviously what
people want to see,” said Ali
“And everybody seems quite
happy to bring their empty bot-
tles back to refill them.” 
Strawberry, banana, chocolate

and vanilla flavours are available
all the time but other flavours
are added regularly. 
Ali tells me the business is
growing very quickly and they
are selling more and more milk-
shakes evey week. New flavours
like white chocolate and rasp-
berry have been added to the

menu and customers specially
requested them to add chocolate
orange  a few weeks ago. When
I visited their farm, I bought
my favourite salted caramel
flavour and 4-year-old Alexander
told me his favourite was straw-
berry.
“Our herd is made up of 180

pedigree Holstein cows plus
followers. In the summer, we 
graze them in the field across
from the farm and I think this
will be a great selling point, as
I’m sure people will love to see
exactly where their milk comes
from,” said Craig, who is from
a family of fourth generation
dairy farmers.
Ali said the business is growing
so quickly they are selling more
and more milk and milkshakes
every week.
Craig and Ali say they are 
always looking at ways to 
expand. They have more plans
in the pipeline but are keeping
them quiet for the time being
until the time is right. “This has
been a big learning curve for
us,” said Ali, “what we need to
do now is market ourselves and
get our product out there.”
As I drove away, wee 
Alexander was leading his father
towards the house to get an
empty milk bottle, I wonder
what he was going to do with
that!

IN BRIEF

Online subscriptions to the

are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read

anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT!  

The Moffat family – Ali, Isla, Alexander and Craig
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By Gilly Fraser

The Holm Show will 
definitely go ahead this
year – that’s the pledge
being made (with fingers
crossed) by the organ-
ising committee of 
Newcastleton’s much
loved event. 

The Show has been 
running since 1893 and
brings in visitors and com-
petitors from far and wide,
as well as being one of
the most important dates
for local people. Covid
forced the cancellation of the show for the
past two years, leaving a gaping hole on
the last Saturday on August when it is 
traditionally held.

Show Chairman David Nixon says he’s
determined this year will be different. 

“It’s been such a disappointment for all of
us to lose something which is so important
to the village,” he says, “but we all agreed
it wouldn’t be possible to stage the kind of
Holm Show we all know and love under
Covid restrictions. Now though as things
look to be getting back to some kind of
normal, we are all looking forward to bringing
the Show back, bigger and better than
ever.”

Show Secretary Jenny Nixon says the

committee will have to work hard to get
everything up and running again.

“The Show has been running for a very
long time and so we’ve always been able
to depend on having a kind of basic blueprint
to build on every year. But after a gap of
two years we may have to do some 
rebuilding and rethinking. But we’ll enjoy
the challenge.”

So it’s full steam ahead for Show Day on
Saturday 27th August, but in the meantime,
David and Jenny say they’d love to welcome
new faces to the committee. If you would
like to be part of organising the Holm Show,
please do get in touch.

Further details and information can be
found on: www.holmshow.com

Holm Show returns

Organisers are determined that the Holm Show takes place this year



Youngsters at Canonbie Primary
School will be well protected from
the elements when they head up onto
the moors for their outdoor learning
this term, thanks to a parental 
donation of 15 black and red boiler
suits.
Dad Craig Little, who himself attended

Canonbie Primary, managed to secure
the overalls  from his Longtown 
employers, Komatsu Forest Ltd, where
he is workshop foreman.
“The children’s suits were just lying

spare and unused in a cupboard at
work and we were working out who
we could give them to. I knew the
school did outdoor learning, so I got
in touch to see if they would be of any
use.”
Craig says his son Thomas, in the

orange t-shirt in the photo, really loves
his outdoor learning, “I think he gets a
lot out of it,” he says 
Six year old Thomas agrees the suits

are a good idea. “When it’s rainy days,
they help keep us warm”, he says, “I
just like getting out in the fresh air.”
Thomas also said he likes getting
mucky and looking for creepy crawlies.
Depute Head Teacher at Canonbie

Primary, Carol Wilson, is delighted
with the donation from Komatsu. “It
means the children can stay warm and
dry, whilst out learning about nature
at the Tarras Valley Nature Reserve,”
she says.
The younger children will get to

enjoy half day visit to the Reserve but
Primary 6 and 7 pupils will be going
one day a week to the Tarras Valley
for five weeks, from the start of March.
“The older children will be able to

complete a John Muir Award, which
requires them to spend five hours out
on the moor,” says Mrs Wilson.

Worm charming
Kat Mayer, Project Officer at Tarras,

will be showing the kids how to build
campfires and dens and sharing her
knowledge of different plant species.
The youngsters will also try bird watch-
ing, animal tracking and worm charm-
ing, which involves standing with your
feet together and stepping from one
foot to the other, until all the worms
come to the surface.
“The primary children had been going

to local woods for their outdoor learning
but after Storm Arwen, the woods are
no longer a safe option for us,” explains
Mrs Wilson 
“We’ve managed to find wellies for

all the kids. This donation from Komatsu
is really significant for us because we
are very much a small school with a
small budget. It means the kids can go
out without getting their own clothes
dirty, then we wash the suits here in
school and get them turned around for
next week.”
John Geddes, a manager with Komatsu

Forest Limited, says the supporting the
children aligns with the company’s

ethos. “Their outdoor learning is vital
for their personal development and
gives them a huge sense of accom-
plishment, that we can be part of,” he
says, “the children are our future and
it's important we invest in them now.”

Mrs Wilson said there were still quite
a lot of children needing a boiler suit
for their outdoor learning, so any further
donations that might be available would
be gratefully accepted by the school.

____________________
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Boilersuited and booted!
By Gilly Fraser

Two talented young Newcastleton friends have
taken to the airwaves to share their passion for
music with a wider audience. Sophie Mitchell and
Robbie Turnbull co-present a monthly show called
Chart Uncut on popular online audio streaming
service Mix Cloud. Sophie originally learned and
honed her radio presenting skills doing a series
of podcasts for the Edinburgh Fringe, in collabo-
ration with producer Martin Walker who’s also
Copshaw based.
‘We would interview come-
dians, performers and the
many different acts that would
attend the festival and play
parts of their performances
for people to hear,’ she says.
The music show sees that
successful partnership 
re-established, with Martin in
charge of editing and crafting
the output into two-hour 
musical delights. Sophie says
the main demographic the
show’s aimed at is the 18-
25 age group, but actually
the mix of music can literally
offer something to please 

everyone. 
“I really enjoy doing these
shows as they’re very differ-
ent to anything I’ve done 
before. It’s interesting to see
the range of music people
listen to. You could be going
from Elton John to Arrdee,
one extreme to the other with
totally different music styles.
So no matter what age you
are or what you listen to
there’s always something for
you to enjoy.” 
Martin says it’s a real plea-
sure to work with his two
young stars.

“I really enjoyed working
with Sophie on the radio, a
couple of years ago. She’s a
complete natural and so I
was excited to collaborate
again on Chart Uncut. If she
wants it, she’s got a great
future in radio. This was 
Robbie’s first time doing voice
work, but you would never
know just to listen to him.
He has a clear, unique and
friendly voice that is a treat
for the listener. I hope to
work with him a lot more as
we expand the Chart Uncut
family.’

Tune-in
If you’d like to listen in and
catch up on the back cata-
logue of shows, go to Mix
Cloud, then put Chart Uncut
into the search bar. Then sit
back and enjoy the music.

Copshaw DJs take to the air
Company donates boilersuits to Canonbie pupils for their outdoor learning

Canonbie kids give the thumbs-up to Komatsu and Craig Little for donating the boilersuits

A PIONEERING training pro-
gramme between NHS Dumfries
and Galloway's Clinical Team
and The HALO Trust has been
described as ‘extraordinary’.
This week, specialists came 
together to share their knowledge
and experience of delivering high
standards of health care locally
and across the world.
The collaboration was part of the
Scottish Government and NHS
Scotland's Global Citizenship 
Programme.
Staff gathered in the Education
Centre at Dumfries and Galloway
Royal Infirmary  (DGRI) and covered
topics as varied as sexual and
public health matters, infectious
diseases, psychological first aid
and women's health. 
Delegates also welcomed 
Professor David Warrell who joined
the programme via TEAMS to 
deliver a talk on snake bites.
Dr Freda Newlands said: "These
two days of collaboration have been
extraordinary.
“I helped organise this excellent
programme alongside colleagues
Dr Sharon Irvine and Advanced
Nurse Practitioner Helen Coles.
"Staff on the ground were able to
work alongside an international
non-government organisation to
provide and share clinical experi-
ences. 

"They were able to provide support
to Halo personnel staff before they
go on deployment to countries
across the world."
The HALO Trust is a non-political
charity based in nearby Thornhill.
It operates in 28 conflict-affected
countries and employs around
10,000 staff – the vast majority of
them local people who have been
trained by HALO to clear landmines,
improvised explosive devices and
other dangerous remnants of war
from their own communities.
Helen Pedley, HALO's Director

of Human Resources, said: "This
training partnership with NHS 
Dumfries and Galloway is a first
for us. 
"We have a very experienced and
knowledgeable medical board that
supervises our medical training,
which focuses on the kind of trauma
injuries our field officers might be
expected to deal with in a minefield
or a conflict zone. 
"This new training is designed to
equip our new trainees with a wider
medical knowledge. So we are
really pleased to be working in part-
nership with the specialists locally."

Extraordinary collaboration

Sophie and Robbie employ streaming service Mix Cloud to share their music

Sophie Mitchell, Robbie Turnbull 
and producer Martin Walker
make up the formidable trio 

that brings you
CHART UNCUT

A new Community Interest Company (C.I.C.) is being set up in Langholm
to provide workshops, training and short courses in all things textiles,
for education and enjoyment. Creation Mill says it’s hoping to inspire
the next generation to take interest in local industry, working with local
schools, colleges and the job centre. 
The programme of workshops and courses it plans to offer will provide a
wide range of skills including weaving, darning and product creation. It’s
hosting a drop-in session tomorrow, Friday 4th of February, for anyone who
wants to learn more or give their input. You’re invited to pop in from 2 - 4pm
for a chat and coffee.

Creation Mill Opens

Staff from The HALO Trust join local NHS staff at one of the sessions which took place in DGRI this week

Last year, WeAreUpland worked on a project with the The Langholm 
Initiative and OutPost Arts to enable artists and makers to explore and
highlight Langholm’s rich history and heritage in textile manufacture. 
As part of the project artist Emma Dove recorded conversations with a
number of local people who contributed stories and memories relating to the
textile heritage of Langholm. The result was a set of seven booklets, each
containing a printed conversation transcript, existing as a way to capture
and share the personal reflections and memories which celebrate a unique
heritage, deeply embedded in people and place.
The booklets are now available to read on our website and you can view
and download them here for free:
https://www.weareupland.com/.../langholm-made...

Langholm Made

Creation Mill will provide textile related workshops, training and courses. The books, highlighting Langholm’s rich textile history, are now available to read online
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Quiz
Answers
Here are the answers to the
quiz publishde in the 13th 
January edition.

1. Ginger wine
2. A guid new year to 

yin and a’
3. 1st February 2022
4. The Tiger
5. The Clavie – a barrel

filled with burning tar
6. 11th January
7. Neil Armstrong was 

made freeman of the
burgh

8. Up Hellya
9. Stevie Wonder
10. I just called to say I 

love you
11. Times Square
12. Edith Bowman
13. Jools Holland
14. Italy
15. 25th January
16. Calends
17. Someone who visits 

you after midnight at
New Year – the first 
person to enter the 
house

18. They should be tall 
dark and handsome 
and/or bring a piece 
of coal

19. Lum – a Scots word 
for chimney

20. Kirabati – an island 
chain in the Pacific

Thanks again to Mairi Telford
Jammeh for compiling the quiz.

____________________

£35,000 for 
K-F church
A For Sale sign has gone up
at the former Kirkpatrick
Fleming Parish Church. The
Church of Scotland are selling
the B-listed building for
£35,000.
The surrounding grounds, 
including the graveyard, are not
included in the sale and will
continue to be owned and main-
tained by Dumfries and 
Galloway Council. The Kirk
Session announced their decision
to close the church last May,
after the cost of repairs out-
stripped resources. A ballot of
the congregation resulted in a
vote of 92 to 16 in favour of
selling.

Tarras Valley gets a clean-up
The volunteering programme on the community owned
Tarras Valley Nature Reserve is now in full swing with
weekly practical events which are open for anyone to
join. The most recent sessions have involved a clean-
up of historic game-shooting debris such as feeding
barrels and old fencing which are no longer required on
the nature reserve. To date, Tarras Valley Volunteers
have been busy removing invasive sitka spruce trees
from the moorlands, putting up bird boxes ready for
spring and removing old tree guards. Future volunteering
events will include tree planting, woodland management
and other habitat restoration tasks. 
Kat Mayer, Project Officer said ‘We are really keen to 

encourage anyone who is interested to come and get
involved with volunteering on the reserve. Over the coming
year we have a really diverse range of opportunities on offer
and are growing the volunteering programme to include
weekend sessions as well as weekdays so that they can be
accessible to more people.’ 

If you are interested in joining the Tarras Valley Nature 
Reserve volunteers or have any ideas for practical sessions,
please either email kat@tarrasvalleynaturereserve.co.uk or
request to join the Tarras Valley Volunteers Facebook Group. 

Volunteers at the Tarras Valley Nature Reserve removed historic game-shooting debris
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FLOOD 
PREVENTION

We all have concerns about the
proposed defence scheme, 
myself included, but change is
sometimes difficult to accept.
As has been said previously, 
an Environmental Impact 
Assessment will take place and
it is my understanding that the
Community will have 28 days
to react to the findings and it
will also enable the Council to
make a more informed choice
and consider all relevant 
aspects to the scheme. This will
be discussed at the Communi-
ties Committee meeting in
February, along with the 
removal of the drainage chan-
nel in Buccleuch Park.
It’s also been highlighted 
in the press there are some con-
cerns regarding the wall in
George Street – I would sug-
gest a new wall whatever the
construction methods are
would actually be an improve-
ment as far as strengthening the
design – after all George Street
wall as stated has been there for
almost 200 years and I know
the wall has been repaired on
numerous occasions in my life-
time ( I am not 200 years old ).

It would be interesting if
Ditch the Drain campaigners
could come up with a design
that would be acceptable, as
they have stated on many occa-
sions they are not against flood
defences just the one put for-
ward by the Council’s Flood
Prevention team and also if
they could cost it, as they seem
to have an estimation of £75m
to complete the project.  Where
this figure comes from, I really
have no idea.  I think this would
be beneficial for the commu-
nity and the Council.   Perhaps
some of the suggestions could
be incorporated into the pro-
posed scheme.  We really do
need to work together but to
achieve this we need some hon-
est debate.

ROAD SAFETY 
SIGN

At long last, almost three years
since a constituent from 
Hallpath contacted me regard-
ing the dangerous situation of 
children crossing the busy A7
with restricted vision from the
south, I took up the challenge
of indicating to drivers there
was a safety issue.  I first 
contacted Amey, who were

responsible for the A7 at the
time, and they started the ball
rolling, They then lost the con-
tract to maintain the A7 to Bear
Scotland, who took up my 
concerns.  The outcome is as
the photograph indicates.  

DUCKS ON THE
KILNGREEN

Firstly, I have nothing against
ducks, but last week I counted
135 ducks on the Kilngreen
and a heron. They are certainly
muddying the grass where peo-
ple feed them.  My understand-
ing is duck poo carries many
germs and I would advise those
feeding them to be aware of the
situation.  Please contact me
with any concerns.

THE ESKDALE 
FOUNDATION

Congratulations to The Eskdale
Foundation - the former police
station project has been short-
listed in the Scottish Empty
Homes Awards in the “Old
Wrecks” category for best
empty homes restoration.  Well
done!

Councillor Ron Tait

Councillor’s comments
Our regular column from D&G councillor

Ronnie Tait

A new road sign has been installed at Hallpath after three years of trying

Kirkpatrick-Fleming church for sale
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JANUARY

Fri 28th

Tai Chi by Angela and Graham Barrie 
10.30 - 11.30am Eskdalemuir Community Hub

Jilly Jazz imrprov singing workshop - 7.30pm Eskdalemuir Community Hub

Pool & a Pint night 7.30pm to 11pm Eskdalemuir Community Hub

Matinee Film - The Last Bus - 3.30pm Eskdalemuir Community Hub

Sat 29th Burns Night Nicholforest Hall 7pm

FEBRUARY
Tues 1st South of Scotland Enterprise Tour Buccleuch Centre

Sat 5th Matinee Film - 10 things I hate about you
3pm Waterbeck Village Hall 

Sun 6th Canonbie Carpet Bowling 
Open Pairs Tournament Canonbie Public Hall

Fri 18th Quiz night Benty Hall 

Thurs
10/24th Kate’s Kitchen pop up 11am to 1pm Langholm Social Club

Sun 20th Community Litter Pick meet at 10am Kirkpatrick Fleming Village Hall

WHAT’S ON IN ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE in FEBRUARY

Langholm 
Social Club

AAGGMM
in clubrooms 

Sunday 
6th February 2pm

All members 
welcome

LOCAL NOTICEBOARD
Langholm Old Town

Bowling Club

AAGGMM
Friday 11th February

7pm
Eskdale Hotel
All welcome

LANGHOLM 
TOWN HALL 

(inside)
WEDNESDAYS 10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS 9am - 2pm
Access through rear door

ROYAL BANK MOBILE VAN
Day Centre car park

Thursdays
11:45am - 12:25pm

BEPUZZLED
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11

12 13 14

15

16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24

25 26

Across
      7 Provided with protective covering (8)
      8 Speck (4)
      9 Gather (5)
      10 Boat race (7)
      12 Type of variable electrical control (6)
      13 Embarrass (5)
      15 Stimulus (3)
      16 Expiry (5)
      18 Yield post (6)
      20 Wool fat (7)
      23 Crowbar (5)
      25 Hardens (4)
      26 Pertaining to a school (8)

Down
     1 Quivered (8)
     2 Israeli intelligence agency (6)
     3 Illustrative craft (3)
     4 Verge (4)
     5 Largest desert (6)
     6 Wood (4)
     11 Mischievous (4)
     13 Relating to aircraft (4)
     14 Sanitary (8)
     17 Excite (6)
     19 Scandinavian kingdom (6)
     21 Second son of Adam and Eve (4)
     22 Formerly Mesopotamia (4)
     24 Grass (3)

The E&L CROSSWORD...No.1

Solution:  No cheating!!

Friday 25th February
Single Hand Tournament

Saturday 5th March
Kate & Tom Hall Memorial Cup - 1st Prize £1,000

Langholm Horse
Racing Association

AAGGMM
Sunday 6th February 

11am
in Portacabin on

Castleholm

Any new members 
welcome
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March 1672  Archie Armstrong of The Stubholm, Court 
Jester to King James VI and his son Charles I, died in this year 
and was buried at Arthuret, near Longtown.       

23 August 1672  The Duke and Duchess of Buccleuch 
sought permission from Parliament to hold two additional fairs 
in the town. One, the Simmer or Lamb Fair held on “the 15th 
day o’ July, auld style” was the largest of it’s kind in the South 
of Scotland.  But before tolls or customs could be collected at 
these fairs, the Proclamation of the Fair had to be made - that 
is “The Fair” had to be cried.     

March 1674  The Thirteen Drifty Days. The Esk valley 
was devastated by  a erce snow storm which lasted for thir-
teen terrible days.  It is claimed that only 45 sheep survived in 
a valley capable of sustaining 20,000! The Duke of Buccleuch 
was able to obtain a licence to import 4,800 cows and 200 
horses from Ireland to re-stock his farms. 

These are the remains of the third (and last) kirk to stand on this site, which was built 
in 1779

A ock of sheep in a snowstorm, by Joseph Farquharson

1703 The new Parish of Langholm and the town’s rst kirk 
were created in 1703.  Before this the town’s inhabitants wor-
shiped at kirks at Staplegortoun and Wauchope nearby.  This 
kirk, (the rst of three on this site) stood on sloping ground on 
the east side of the Market Place and was far from comfortable 
inside!  It was cold and drafty in winter time and had an earth 
oor apart from the few areas where plaited straw or kneeing 

boards were laid down.  Occasional dog ghts were the only 
relief from the minister’s long-winded sermons!   
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A hugely popular performer
from the Irish Country music
scene, Declan Nerney returns
to Langholm with his ever-
green concert of country
favourites
Declan was born in the heart

of Ireland in Drumlish, County
Longford, at a unique period of
time in the music scene world-
wide. A revolution in rock and
pop brought us The Beatles,
Elvis, and the Rolling Stones,
while here in Ireland the mag-
nificent showband boom was
about to explode.
His Irish charm and easy way

makes Declan a firm favourite
with Irish Country music lovers.
Declan, born in 1959, is an

Irish singer-songwriter. He started
performing at the age of 16 in a
local band, "The Hi-Lows". His
big break came with his autobi-
ographical song "The Marquee
in Drumlish".

His early education was at the
Ennybegs National School in
Longford. Later he attended St
Mel's College, Longford, where
he sat his Leaving Certificate.
He was brought up on a small
farm and has a passion for vin-
tage tractors. His niece, Una
Healy, is a member of the girl
group The Saturdays.

This stunning photo of a wolf moon was capured in Eskdalemuir by resident Barry Young.
A wolf moon is the first full moon that appears during the month of January, when the moon has reached the opposite side of the Earth in Orbit to the sun. 

This means that the moon’s surface is in direct sunlight and is fully illuminated for us to gaze up at
Camera:Nikon D800e with a Sigma 150-600mm Lens.

The E&L Gallery

Declan returns to Langholm
ENTERTAINMENT

Declan Nerney
appears at the

Buccleuch Centre
Langholm

on 
Wednesday 2nd March

Tickets £21.50
available from the

Centre Box Office on
013873 81196 or

online at
www.buccleuchcentre.com



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

TO LET

ADVERTISING

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES
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ROOFING SERVICES

McCulloch
 Roo�ng Family Business Since 1979

28 Bank Street
Galashiels TD1 1EN

for a free quote or advice
Phone:01896 888664

web: mccullochroofing.co.uk

ALL ROOFING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Sla�ng ▪ Tiling ▪ Flat Roofs 
UPVC Windows and Doors 
UPVC Facias and Gu�ering

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
Gillian McCartney,Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN
Tel: 013873 81066 | email: gillian@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM

ELECTRICIAN
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TAILORING SERVICES

Sewing Repairs and Tailoring Alterations
Ironing (Annan only) and Stain Removal

Jeans ● Leather Jackets ● Curtains ● Zips ● Dresses ● Skirts
PROFESSIONAL LEATHER JACKET REPAIRS ● WEDDING DRESS ALTERATIONS

1 HOUR SERVICE AVAILABLE AT NO EXTRA COST
Phone: 07928 295110

54 English Street, 
Longtown CA6 5SD

137 High Street, 
Annan DG12 6EB

ANNAN LONGTOWN

Advertise in the E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised how little it costs!

An advert this size, 10cm x 2 columns,
will only cost £30 + VAT each for 12 inserts.

This can include your logo or other graphic and
can be designed in-house.

Contact 013873 80012 for details.

PUBLIC NOTICES

WWIILLSSOONN PPEETTSS
42-44 High Street, Langholm

Selling a wide range of food and 
accessories from smaller pets to horse

Now stocking equine and country clothing 
by Walker & Hawkes made in UK

Boots by Grisport Footwear 
Locally made knitted hats and headbands 
Opening hours:
●   Monday and Tuesday 9am to 5pm 
●   Wednesday 9am to 1pm
●   Thursday 10.30am to 7pm, 
●   Friday 9am to 5pm
●   Saturday 9am to 4pm
●   Sunday Closed

or email wilsonpets@outlook.com

Local delivery available.
Contact Elizabeth 

on 013873 20662 or
07869 186515

PET SUPPLIES

www.dumgal.gov.uk

(B709 LANGHOLM – ETTRICK - INNERLEITHEN) 
(TEMPORARY TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER) 
ORDER 2022 
The Council has made an Order under the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984 to temporarily close the B709 500m south of Hart Manor 
from 09:30 to 15:30 on 03/02/22. The closure is necessary to facilitate 
replacement of BT pole and cabling works. Alternative route available via 
B709, C79a and vice versa. Pedestrian access will be maintained.

COMPLAINTS

ESKDALE   & 
LIDDESDALE 
ADVERTISER

COMPLAINTS
To make a complaint
about anything in 
The Eskdale and 

Liddesdale Advertiser,
please visit the office on
Langholm High Street

and speak to the 
community editor 

Penny Johnstone
Alternatively, please con-
tact the company secretary

by email: 
secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk

Or by writing to:  
The company secretary,
Muckle Toon Media,
Ashley Bank House,
Langholm DG13 0AN

E&L JOB SPOT
Canonbie & District 
Community Council

CASUAL VACANCY ELECTION
Interested in becoming a community councillor?

Nomination forms for the 9 vacancies
can be collected from

Liz Smith, Canonbie Post Office
To be returned by 5pm Weds 16th February

See local notice board for full details
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E&L
CLASSIFIEDS

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508

BLINDS

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows

AAddvveerrttiisseerr
2022 Calendar

Calendar
2022

E&L CALENDAR 2022
The E&L Calendar 2022 on sale now! 

A4 Size.
Available from our offices at 
54 High Street, Langholm. 

Only £6 -     featuring photos which have 
featured on the E&L Gallery page. 
Get yours now! ........The perfect gift!

ONLY£6

A beautiful misty photograpph of winter in Langholm
Photo by Graham D Cutts Photography
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Football
By Martin Thomlinson

Hawick United 1
Langholm Legion 0

Legion travelled up the A7 on
Saturday to face fellow 
Division A side Hawick United
with a place in the last eight
of the South Cup up for grabs.
With number one and vice
Captain Johnson injured, Dell
bravely took up an unfamiliar
role between the sticks and
did both himself and the club
proud.

This was the club’s first match
on grass since October 16th
with the players knowing it
would be a completely different
experience from their usual
action on the 3G.

The first few minutes was all
one way traffic as Legion started
really well, looking to pick up
from last week and put the home
side under pressure right from
the off. Hawick gradually came
into the game and looked threat-
ening on the break, causing a
few worrying moments in the

Legion rearguard.
After twenty minutes the dead-

lock was broken when Lewis
Muir was played through the
middle, with the Legion backline
appealing in vain for offside,
he finished well and slotted the
ball into the corner.

The rest of the half was played
out in a disappointing scrappy
fashion with both teams can-
celling each other out.

The second half was much
more like the Legion side we
have come to expect with A
Little causing mayhem with 
numerous driving runs. Count-
less corners and long throws
were thrown into the United
box but agonisingly the ball just
wouldn't drop in Legion's favour.

Mattinson rattled the bar as
time was ticking away and there
was a clear feeling among the
sizeable travelling support that
it was just one of them days.

In the dying embers Hawick
were reduced to ten men when
one of their subs was sent off
for two bookable offences in
quick succession but they held
firm and have to be admired
for being so plucky and battling

for each other to earn their place
in the quarter final.

An afternoon of frustration for
the club with too many not
doing the basics in the first half
followed by an incredible

amount of pressure but being
unable to make it count in the
second.

The chance for redemption is
immediate with the two sides
meeting again this weekend,

this time in a league fixture,
with a 2pm KO at Wilton Lodge
Park, Hawick.
Team
F Dell, C Cuthbert A Paisley S
Byers C Ewart D Borthwick L

Irving I Little A Little D Winter
& B Mattinson
Subs
S Collins C Pool A Wilson
(Used) R Hotson & T Henderson
(Unused)

E&L
SPORT

??

Sports News
Thursday January 27, 2022

Sponsored by KELSO RACES

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
THURSDAY 3 FEBRUARY

FRIDAY 18 FEBRUARY
01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Youth Rugby resumes

Youth Rugby
From Monday we are back to normal(ish!) 
Strength and conditioning for S1, 2 & 3 on Mondays at 7.30am
and for S4, 5 & 6 on Tuesdays at 7:30pm in Academy Gym 
Academy girls’ rugby after school on 3G 
Lunch time rugby on Mondays and Tuesdays at the Academy
Lunch time club for Langholm Primary on Fridays 
And TOTS on Fridays at 1:30pm inside at Milntown……… all welcome

Legion denied place in last eight

Active School & Community Sport
Langholm Primary 2 pupils enjoying the afterschool multi-sport ses-
sion at Langholm Primary School today.
This is part of the extracurricular programme in the school which
has received funding through the Funders Forum in Langholm. The
funding supports the extracurricular programme in the Langholm
and Canonbie School Cluster and comes from The Stevenson Trust,
Bowman Little Trust, The Arthur Bell of Langholm Trust and The
Stoneypath Trust.

Multi-sport for P2 


