
Campaigners against the current shape of a flood 
prevention scheme for Langholm are claiming a small
victory after council officers scrapped plans to dig up
Buccleuch Park

A statement from the coun-
cil’s flood risk management
team read “based on public
feedback, the project team
are recommending the 
removal of the overflow chan-
nel option for Wauchope 
Water to run through the 
Buccleuch Park” this revision
will be reported to the com-
munities Committee on 3rd
February.
Erika Luukas from the Ditch

The Drain group which has
been calling for the change
said she is pleased the 
Council are starting to listen
but said the group’s major
concerns have not been 
addressed.
“We are hoping the park

has been saved,” said Erika
“but all our other concerns
around sewage works, sec-
ondary flooding and the
rerouting of drainage have
been dismissed.”
“This amendment shows us

they are perfectly able to 
reconsider, review and revise
based on community feed-
back”
The Ditch the Drain group

which is backed by more
than 300 locals believes the
town is being corralled into
choosing between three ver-
sions of the same scheme,
with very minor differences
between each, a well known
method, Erika claims, that is

used to drive decisions
through.
“We also estimates the real

cost of the scheme will be
£75 million not £10 million,
as it doesn’t take into account
key design and engineering
costs”

Appropriate
Our aim remains to bring

D&G Council back to the
design table to design an 
appropriate scheme that will
‘not rip the flowing heart out
of Langholm.’ “They are 
basically going to turn our
beautiful river into a drainage
ditch from where it enters
the town to where it leaves
the town,” claims Erika
“We need to ask the council

for their revised plan – at
the moment all we know is
that they are not doing the
channel through Buccleuch
Park, a natural flood plain –
we need to know, will they
still be building a wall on
the Esk side of the Park? If
they build that wall, that 
increases hugely the flooding
risk to George Street.
Margaret Walty who lives

on George Street, says she’s
absolutely delighted the park
drain has been removed from
the plan, “It’s been a constant
stress for me. The wall along
George Street that has been
there for 200 years basically

props George Street up. 
“The whole thing impacts

on my mental health,” says
Margaret, “ it occupies my
thoughts every day. It’s not
that we are against flood 
defences, we are just not 
happy with the current pro-
posals and the impact they
will have to the wildlife.”
Nancy McLure, a resident

of Caroline Street in front of
Buccleuch Park and
Langholm Parish Church
said: “I heard the wonderful
news about the park. The
trees have taken a bit of pun-
ishment from Storm Arwen
but at least the others will be
left alone. Children will be
able to play and people and
dogs can exercise in one of
the few green spaces left in
the town” says Nancy.
Local MSP Oliver Mundell,

who’s visited with riverside
residents, told the Ditch The
Drain group they have good
grounds for a public inquiry
if the council decides to pub-
lish their flood plans without
properly consulting. The MSP
has raised concerns in 
Holyrood around funding and
environmental considerations.
Langholm, Ewes and 

Westerkirk Community
Council says in principal its
supports a scheme that pro-
vides protection. Chair John
Galloway says the Council
have addressed some of the
issues that were raised at the
last consultation in the 
Buccleuch Centre.
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“This has been a five year process
so far,” says John, “We need to
work together to get a desired out-
come – but we’re never going to
be able to please everyone.
“I don’t think we should be 

ignoring the advice of experts that
are telling us about the flood risks
facing the town.
“I personally couldn’t live with

myself, if I stopped protection
being given and then people’s
homes got ruined.”
“I know there are people who

feel the scheme is over-engineered
and will spoil the river frontage
and then there are others who are
genuinely living constantly in fear
of the overtopping of the river and
destroying their homes.”
Vision panels requested by resi-

dents in flood walls and some

dredging are being included in the
proposed scheme. The town was
hit badly by flooding in the 1970’s
and in 2015, during Storm
Desmond, there were evacuations
of George St and Elizabeth St.
Mr Galloway also feels it’s less

likely future planning developments
in the town will be turned down in
the flood zone, if a protection
scheme is in place, as shown from
experiences elsewhere in the UK.
Annandale East & Eskdale 

Councillor Archie Dryburgh says
the final nature of the plans will
depend on an environmental impact
assessment, still to be conducted.
“The council is listening to local
people, he says. “With what we
are seeing elsewhere in the world
with all the recent disasters, I be-
lieve Langholm would benefit
from the a flood prevention
scheme,” he said.
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Calls for community to work together

Walking wonders
Rotary celebrates raising nearly £300K since 1998

Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

Deaths

The Umbrella Walk was instigated
in 1998 by the Community Service
Convenor, the late Alastair Davies,
who went on to become not only
President of Langholm Rotary
Club but District Governor of
Rotary District 1020 in 2009/10.  
With the exception of  2000 and

2001, The Umbrella Walk has been
held annually since.  In total,
£175,000 has been raised by walkers
and over £104,000 donated by the
Trusts.  In addition, almost £14,000
has been raised by Gift Aid claims.  
This means that since it’s inaugu-

ration more than twenty years ago,
£293,000 has been raised by The
Umbrella Walk.

Umbrella Walk 2021
The Rotary Club reports that £12,900
was raised by walkers last year in
2021, plus £11,400 from five local
Trusts plus £2,240 in Gift Aid 
donations claimed, which gives a
total revenue of £26,540.  This is
approximately £3,500 up on the
previous year, which was impacted
by the rescheduling of the walk and
the impact of Covid restrictions.
Five Trusts supported the walk.

They are The Stevenson Trust, The
Arthur Bell Trust, The Jock & Mary
Elliot Memorial Trust, The Bowman
Little Trust and The Stoneypath
Trust.
These Trusts are keen to support

a wide range of local organisations
which have demonstrated self help
by participating in the Walk and
take account of the number of walk-
ers and number of sponsors, as well
as monies raised when allocating
the top up. In 2021, 98 walkers
were recorded participating between
Langholm & Canonbie, with the
support of 1481 sponsors!
A total of 28 organisations partic-

ipated in the 2021 walk, which is
similar to the previous year. 

The Rotary Club organises, pro-
motes and administers the walk and
deducts 5% of the amounts raised
by walkers to cover costs.

Some of the hardy Umbrella Walkers in November 2021
Photo by Sharon Tolson

J. & A. Hodgson
Independent Family Funeral Directors

134 High Street, Annan
A Caring Family Firm
Caring for your family

Private Rest Room
For 24 hour caring personal service

Tel. 01461 205920
Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors Member
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available on request

BOWDITCH, Norma Margaret
Norma Margaret Bowditch (nee Earsman) departed
this life on 27 December 2021 aged 84 in Hope,
British Columbia, Canada. Beloved wife of the
late Ralph Bowditch, daughter of Margaret and
Charles Earsman, sister of Eileen and David
(Tex). She will be sadly missed by all her family
and all who knew her. 

The proposed channel through Buccleuch Park has been removed from plans

Church Notices

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church Services
Sunday 23rd January

Langholm 10am
Sunday Club meet at 

Masonic 10am 
Session meeting 

Monday 24th at 7pm

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Social Distancing 
will be observed.  

Please wear masks. 
Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 80859.

Mobile. 07543 179469

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale and

Canonbie Churches
welcome you to
Worship on Sunday
morning at 10am and
11:30 respectively. 

In line with
government guidance
Worshippers are

advised to do a Lateral
Flow test on Sunday
morning and will be
required to adhere to
current Covid
restrictions.

Rev Morag Crossan
on 07861736071 or
email mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk

Thanks for Sympathy

MILLAR, Kenneth

The family of the late Kenneth Millar would like to
express their sincere thanks to family and friends
for their kind expressions of sympathy following
their sad loss. Thanks also to the Rev Morag
Crossan who conducted the service at Sweet
Briar and to those who attended at Canonbie
Church cemetery. Also to Nicholsons Funeral 
Directors. Donations to RNIB and Diabetes UK

Bespoke and crea�ve events that 
capture special memories
Funeral, Memorial and 

celebra�on of life  ceremonies 
Baby naming ceremonies

Weddings and vow renewals 

LLoovviinngg CChhooiiccee CCeerreemmoonniieess 
IInnddeeppeennddeenntt CCeelleebbrraanntt SSeerrvviicceess

CCaallll JJeennnnyy 0077880077 552200449999  
ffoorr aa ffrreeee,, nnoo oobblliiggaa��oonn ccoonnssuullttaa��oonn

Rotary sentinel Kenneth Pool
Photo by Sharon Tolson
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Colonoscopy
Confidence
Bowel Cancer UK has launched
a colonoscopy confidence cam-
paign after new findings show
that 54% of people in Scotland
would be worried if they had to
undergo a colonoscopy. The new
campaign encourages the public
to attend their colonoscopy 
appointment if referred and not
delay due to anxiety over the pro-
cedure. 
Colonoscopies are very com-

mon- over 20,000 are carried out
across the UK every year. They
give clinicians a close-up view
of the inside of your bowel so
they can clearly see if there’s
anything wrong. The procedure
involves putting a long thin flex-
ible tube with a camera on the
end up your bottom to get a clear
view inside your bowel. If you’ve
been asked by your doctor to
have a colonoscopy it’s because
they suspect something isn’t quite
right about your bowel, and they’d
like a specialist to take a closer
look.
During a colonoscopy, if the

doctor sees anything that needs
further investigation, photographs
and samples (biopsies) can be
taken and simple polyps, which
could turn cancerous in the future,
can be removed. 
Dr Philippa Kaye, GP, author

and bowel cancer patient, said:
“As both a GP and someone who
has had bowel cancer, I com-
pletely understand why the
thought of having a colonoscopy
may seem daunting and worrying
but it’s vital to have this test if
you’re referred. Of all the colono-
scopies taking place in the UK,
only one in 10 people have bowel
cancer. But importantly, when
bowel cancer is detected at its
earliest stage nearly everybody
is treated successfully. That’s why
if you have an appointment for a
colonoscopy, it’s really important
you attend – it could save your
life.”
Genevieve Edwards, Chief 

Executive of Bowel Cancer UK,
comments: “I totally appreciate
why some people worry about
possible pain or embarrassment
during a colonoscopy, but clini-
cians will go out of their way to
make patients comfortable and
at ease during this common 
diagnostic procedure. 
"Bowel cancer is Scotland’s

second biggest cancer killer but
it is treatable and curable if diag-
nosed early and that's why keeping
a colonoscopy appointment is so
vital."

To find out more visit bowel-
canceruk.org.uk/colonoscopy-
confidence

Proposed windfarms at
Hopsrigg and Loganhead
Millions on offer to communities if two sites go ahead

Revised plans for two new
windfarm sites, adjacent to
the now fully functioning
Crossdykes Wind Farm,
have been on display to the
public, in a series of four
informal community 
sessions in Lockerbie,
Langholm, Bentpath and
Eskdalemuir.
The developers Muirhall 
Energy says interest has been
steady in each of the locations,
with the Langholm exhibition
drawing the biggest turnout,
and reception being mixed to
their plans.
The company’s Community
Coordinator, Debbie Bridges,
says there have been a couple
of residents “a bit concerned”
about the number of turbines
and “we’ve taken onboard
their comments,” she said.
The renewable energy firm
says it wants to keep residents
living closest to Hopsrig and
Loganhead fully informed
about its new proposals on
land owned by Buccleuch 
Estates. It’s currently seeking
Scottish Government consent
for a revised format for the
two sites, which straddle the
hills between Lockerbie and
Langholm. 
The altered proposals would
increase the number and size
of the turbines from the orig-
inal schemes, both of which
previously secured the go-
ahead.  And Ministers have
asked Dumfries and Galloway
Council for its opinion on the
plans.  The local authority
previously refused permission
for the Hopsrig windfarm in
2018, a decision which was
overturned by the Scottish
Government’s DPEA in 2019.

200 metres
The previously consented
scheme at Hopsrig was based
on the construction of 12 tur-
bines, each up to 140 metres
in height. The revised plan
would see the development
of 13 turbines up to 200 metres
tall. And that size template is
also applied to the new pro-
posal for an expanded 
9-turbine wind farm at 
Loganhead.  
Muirhall Energy says the
larger turbines are more effi-
cient and would help max-
imise electricity production
across both sites. The com-
bined output would provide
enough power for more than
100,000 homes. 

The company says it’s
formed strong relations with
many local businesses through
its neighbouring Crossdykes
development and is now look-
ing to place work with local
contractors, who can tender
within 10% of the most com-
petitive quote received for
their two new projects.

Fund
An Initial Investment Fund,
or inconvenience payment,
will be established for the
Hopsrig and Loganhead wind-
farms and will be open for
applications once construction
has started. Muirhall Energy
says a similar £100,000 fund
for its Crossdykes develop-
ment was well received, pro-
viding significant support to
32 local businesses and many
organisations, groups and
clubs in the area.
In addition, the company 
offered the Crossdykes com-
munity a 10% ownership stake
in the wind farm. “The resi-
dents involved with 
Crossdykes decided however
that a 5% stake was in their
financial interest,” says Debbie
Bridges. “This partnership
was ground-breaking for us,
so we now want to take that
template forward with 
Hopsrigg and Loganhead.”
Muirhall Energy is again 
offering up to a 10% joint
community ownership of each
site, in addition to the Initial
Investment Fund. A board of
12 community councillors,
two from each of the six com-
munities impacted, will then
set up an application process
to redistribute the money 

generated in a new funding
method, which will run into
millions of pounds a year.  
“It will be up to the com-
munities themselves to decide
how they want to spend the
money,” says Debbie, “this
is a fairer way of distributing
the funds to a far wider audi-
ence than previously; we are
actually really excited that
we’ve managed to find a tax
free, charitable, vehicle, to
deliver this money in a safe
way.”

Proposals
The public consultation on
Hopsrigg and Loganhead is
open until 4th February. 
“Dumfries and Galloway
Council has a bit longer to
look at the proposals,” says

Project Manager Kirsten 
Leckie, “and we’ve had some 
extension requests from some
consultees. Then it will be up
to the Scottish Government’s
Energy Consents Unit to make
their decision.”
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The proposal has altered both the number and size of the turbines to be installed

ERIC
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Brampton
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Above:
The company says it’s formed

strong relations with many local
businesses through its 

neighbouring Crossdykes 
development 

Enquiries regarding the
plans for Hopsrigg and 
Loanhead can be 
addressed to 
info@muirhallenergy.co.uk
or by phone 01501
785088

This newspaper would
like to hear your 
concerns regarding these
developments. 
Please email 
penny@eladvertiser.co.uk
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Knock back for shooting range
The owners and operators of 
Eskdalemuir 2km Training Facility
have lost their appeal to the Scottish
Government for their retrospective
planning application for the range
to be considered a ‘local’ development
by Dumfries & Galloway Council.
A Go Fund Me Page has been set up
by operators Gardners Guns with a
£50,000 target “to cover the horrendous
cost of the fight so far”. It reads “the
business refuses to be beaten and is
preparing an application for a major
development instead.” 
A fresh submission to planners will
require public scrutiny and consultation
with local people.
In a statement, joint developers 
Gardeners Guns and Eskdalemuir
Forestry said “whilst we are disap-
pointed with the decision of the Scottish
Parliament reporter, we will still 
endeavour with our plan to establish a
training facility. We shall now take
time to consider our options.” 
The developers say their project will
create jobs and boost the local economy
and was smaller in scale than D&G
Council decided.
But Scottish Government reporter
Stuart West disagreed and decided he
had "no remit" to intervene. Mr West
said the extent of the area covered by
the shooting range would be greater
than two hectares and would therefore
constitute a major development. 
The Clerkhill Range sits 3.7 miles
over the hills from the Buddhist Samye
Ling Centre, which is the oldest Tibetan
Monastery in the western world. Local
opposition to the high velocity range
attracted worldwide attention after
more than 22,000 people signed an
online petition asking Holyrood to cre-
ate firearms exclusion zones around
places of national spiritual importance
and religious worship.
The US Air Force has used the nearby
range for multiple training exercises,
from its base at RAF Mildenhall in
Suffolk, but stopped after complaints
from local people to Police Scotland.
Chair of Eskdale Community Council,

Nick Jennings, says he’s concerned
that the true extent of the development
is still not in the public domain. He
says information on the Police Scotland
Freedom of Information Disclosure
website shows the planning and 
development of six training areas for
the military and police is underway,
extending across Eskdalemuir Forest
and into Craik Forest, with new roads,
tracks and helipads going in. 

Existing
Gardners Guns deny this claim, 
responding, “Whilst we may have long
term plans for the estate, these are not
in development. Any roads or infras-
tructure relating to safe helicopter landing
areas are existing forestry facilities and
not specific to the Training Facility.”
Mr Jennings said, “This should all
be subject to a high level of public
scrutiny and to date the developers
have disdained engagement with the
community because they know it’s not
popular.”
But Langholm businessman, John

Galloway, says he’s saddened and con-
cerned by the reporters ruling. As
owner of Eskdale Hotel and Chair of
the Explore and Discover Group, he
says “Local people will miss out if the
developers do not manage to secure
permission for their range. It brings a
lot of people to the area. We are not
well placed to attract visitors; we are
playing with people’s livelihoods by
forcing the range to apply for permission
as a major development. Shooting has
been part of our psyche in the locality
for hundreds of years.”  
Resident Mandy Rae from Bentpath
commented, “I think it’s sad the range
has not been granted permission and
now has to reapply. There’s been lots
of misinformation regarding the noise
and disturbances. Noise tests have been
carried out and show no audible noise
around the monastery. The range is
not visible or audible from Samye
Ling. The money the range could bring
into the area would be of great 
benefit.”
The 55 year old Samye Ling Centre

has welcomed the ruling and attracts
thousands of visitors annually from
around the world. “People will be able
to share their concerns about this 
military-style shooting range, already
in use, with plans to operate day and
night, in a place renown for its peace

and tranquillity,” said Ani Sonam, a
nun at the Buddhist centre. “Until now,
the only way to voice opposition was
through two online petitions that have
gathered over 30,000 signatures.” 

____________________

But developers will carry on fight for training facility

Letters 
to the
Editor

Have your say on the issues. Write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or

email your comments to penny@eladvertiser.co.uk

Weather
anomalies
Much has been said about the
unpredictability of the
weather.
According to a recent “BBC
Horizon” programme, there is
a unique situation in
Europe/UK of Arctic Siberian,
Atlantic and tropical weather
systems. There is a constantly
changing air mass and
temperature fluctuation causing
complex patterns together with
earthquakes and volcanoes
around the world. 
The earth has been constantly 

changing over millions of
years. 
Meteorologists have the
difficult job of evaluating
everything, even with
sophisticated computers
making trillions of calculations. 
To add to the misery there
were reports in the media some
time ago (not very detailed) of
scientists discovering the
earth’s axis shifting a few
degrees. 
What effect this has is
anyone’s guess? 
All the Best for 2022.

A D Gray
Henry Street

Langholm

An aerial view of Samye Ling monastery in Eskdalemuir
Photo by Samye Ling

Part of the existing shooting range at Clerkhill
Photo by Gardners Guns

The village of Eskdalemuir
Photo by Peter McDermott
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New smoke alarm
rules spark confusion

EV Drivers
uncertain
The AA Driving School is call-
ing for more information on
EVs to be included in the High-
way Code as research shows
nearly two in five drivers are
uncertain about driving and
maintaining EVs.
The survey asked drivers to
rate their confidence performing
certain tasks related to driving
and maintaining an EV without
assistance, such as understand-
ing the range, using chargepoints
and planning routes that con-
sidered charging stops.
Nearly two-fifths said they

would not feel confident know-
ing which chargepoint would
be compatible with the EV
(39%) and a third were not con-
fident they could charge it cor-
rectly at a public chargepoint
(32%).
Currently there is no dedicated
advice on electric vehicles in
the Highway Code, despite the
government’s 2030 ban on the
sale of new petrol and diesel
cars in only eight years’ time. 
The Highway Code plays an
important role in learning to
drive and the setting of the driv-
ing theory and practical tests,
including the ‘show me’ and
‘tell me’ car safety questions,
but it is also an essential refer-
ence for drivers to find the rules
of the road. Helping drivers 
understand EVs will take a com-
bined effort from driving 
instructors, manufacturers and
motoring organisations. 

High-risk residents will be given help to install new fire security
Local homeowners are being
told they will NOT face pros-
ecution if they run out of time
to fit new smoke alarms that
are soon to be required by
law in all Scottish homes.
The Scottish Government
says it’s allowing flexibility for
homeowners who are unable to
install alarms by 1 February. 
It says no-one will be crimi-
nalised, if they need more time
and says there are no penalties
for non-compliance. And in a
statement, it said financial help
is available to disabled and
older people to help with the
cost of fitting the smoke
alarms. It’s providing
£500,000 through Care and
Repair Scotland and funds can
be accessed through the char-
ity’s office in Dumfries.
“This is in addition to the £1
million we have provided to
the Scottish Fire and Rescue
Service to install alarms in
owner-occupied homes identi-
fied as being at highest risk,”

the spokesman said.
These assurances come after
South of Scotland MSP Colin
Smyth called for a delay to the
new rules and for the scheme to
be pushed back a year, amid
what he says are mounting
problems with it.
“Unless these changes are 

delayed, thousands of my con-
stituents across the area will
end up inadvertently breaking
the law in just a few weeks, 
either because they aren’t
aware of the new rules or they
physically cannot get hold of
the equipment,” said Mr Smyth
In addition, the labour MSP is
concerned about the affordabil-
ity of the new alarms, which
will cost householders around
£220. Mr Smyth said the 
Cabinet Secretary recently ad-
mitted that “some manufactur-
ers are facing supply issues”.  
The new rules which come

into force in 12 days, state
every home in Scotland must
have a smoke alarm in the room

that most of the day is spent in,
and one alarm in every circula-
tion space on each storey, as
well as a heat alarm in the
kitchen. 
The alarms should be
mounted on the ceiling and be
interlinked, so if one alarm
goes off, they all go off. People
with carbon-fuelled appliances,
like a boiler, fire, heater or flue,
must also have a carbon

monoxide detector. 
Local Langholm electrician,
Michael Haining, says he’s had
loads of enquiries about the
alarms but so far no problems
with supply. He says he’s fitting
2 to 3 every week and says the
hardwired radio-controlled
alarms cost around £80 each
and will last 10 years. The 
alternative is to by cheaper £20
alarms but they have the added

cost of installation and a lot of
mess can be caused in the
process,” he said. 
The smoke alarms can also be
found in DIY stores and fitted
by homeowners themselves.
The Scottish Government has
introduced the legislation in the
wake of the Grenfell fire disas-
ter. It wants all homes, includ-
ing the socially rented, to meet
the same fire safety standards
that already exist in new builds
and the private rented sector. A
five week intensive media
campaign was run last summer
to alert the public to the new
rules. The Association of
British Insurers says that
whilst householders are 
expected to be compliant with
legislation, it is unlikely insur-
ers will ask about specific stan-
dards, other than whether there
are working fire alarms fitted
at the property.  Anyone who is
unclear about their specific
policy should contact their 
insurer.

IN BRIEF

NHSinform.scot/testing
#WeAreScotland

Changes to 
self-isolation and 

testing in Scotland. 
If you test positive on a lateral flow, 
you do not need to go for a PCR test 

(unless you are advised to or are applying 
for a self-isolation support grant).

Every time you take a lateral flow test, it’s 
really important that you report the result 
to covidtest.scot – even if you’re negative.

Installation of interlinked smoke alarms becomes law in Scotland
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Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

6 Thursday January 20, 2022

C&D Auction Marts Limited had for-
ward 8,836 sheep comprising of 4,609
prime hoggs and 4,227 cast ewes &
rams at their weekly sale at Longtown
on Thursday 13th January 2022.
An improved entry of cast cows were

forward to a competitive ringside of
buyers, with more numbers required on
a weekly basis to fulfil demand. The
sale topped at £1,428 for a British Blue
shown by Devonport Farms, Hexham,
who sold others at £1,013. Beef Short-
horns sold to £1,048 from JDM Thom-
son, Pilmuir, Hawick.
Top price per kilo of 140p from

Blakelaw.
A smaller show of 4,609 prime hoggs

were forward to the same ring of pur-
chasers which ensured all classes were
competitively bid for, following the na-
tional trend, heavy lambs being less
money on the week whilst lightweight
and export sheep sold to recent rates.
Beltex hoggs topped the price per kilo

at 397p from M Buchan, Torrax, Kir-
riemuir, who also went onto top the
price per head at £175. This quality
consignment of 100 Beltex & Texel
hoggs went on to average 47kg, 296p
and £140.71.       
All classes of well fed and properly

finished prime hoggs are keenly sought
after on a weekly basis to satisfy an
ever-growing customer base here at
Longtown. For further enquiries please

contact our auctioneers who will be
pleased to take your calls.
An overall sale average of 265.4p

(SQQ 270.6p) was achieved.

PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER KILO)
Beltex 397p Torrax, 345p, 342p Lur-
gan, 341p Cambeckhill, 331p Sowerby
Wood, 320p High Stenries.
Texel 321p Torrax, 307p Bidlake, 305p
Kirkbride, 304p Bridge End, 303p Kirk-
bride, 301p Trawill & New Hummer-
becks, 300p Torrax, Brae Edge, Lingey
Field, Sowerby Wood & Cadgillhead.   
Hill Cheviot 302p Maidencots, 299p
West Houses, 292p High Fodderlie,
287p West Houses, 285p Tushielaw.  
Herdwick 297p Orthwaite Hall.  
Charollais 294p Basco Dykehead.  
Suffolk 290p Maidencots, 285p Don-
rentin, 281p Lairdlaugh, 280p Shield
Farm, Outertown & Third, 274p Knock,
273p Maidencots.     
Blackface 284p West Houses, 280p
Sorbie, 277p Arnicle, 274p Silloans,
273p Knockreoch, 271p Fardingjames,
270p Knockreoch.   
Mule 276p Kirkland of Longcastle,
267p Shield Farm, 266p Silloans, 260p
Derrie, 258p Fardingjames, 256p
Woodfoot, 255p High Cattadale, Pas-
ture House, Gartvaigh & Kirkland of
Longcastle.      
Cheviot Mule 263p High Airyolland,
261p Thornship.

PRINCIPAL PRICE (PER HEAD)
Beltex £175 Torrax, £150 High Hall,
£149 Maryholm, £147, £144 High Sten-
ries, £143 Crawthat, £140 Cambeckhill,
Torrax & High Hall.  
Suffolk £168 Whitstonehill, £158 Colm-
slie Hill, £150 Whitstonehill, £149 Clay-
crop, £144 South Slealands, £140
Kimmiter Green.   
Texel £157, £155 Whitstonehill, £155
High Crubasdale & High House, £152
Skelfhill, £150 High Crubasdale,
Shangan, Upper Tinwald & Stock-
asteads.    
Leicester £146, £140 Albierigg.
Mule £135 Mount Farm, £126 Cow-
burnrigg, £124.50 Fardingjames.   
Hill Cheviot £135 Mainside, £126
Glendearg, £125 Tushielaw.     
Charollais £124 Bidlake, £121.50
Knowe.
Cheviot Mule £123.50 High Airyolland,
£120.50 Kingside.
Blackface £122 Albierigg, £120 Plen-
derleith.
North Country Cheviot £120 Jethart
(Larkhall).
Herdwick £120 Orthwaite Hall.

A larger show of 4,227 ewes were for-
ward again to the same ring of compet-
itive purchasers, with all classes firmer
across the board, especially handy
weight Blackie and Cheviot ewes.   
Texel ewes topped at £220 consigned

by Messrs Beard, Dormansteads, 
Roweltown.   
Suffolk ewes topped at £180 from A

Wallace & Co., Claycrop, Newton 
Stewart.  
Hill ewes were forward in great num-

bers topping at £119 for Blackface
ewes from AW Ainslie, Linkshead,
Berwick with Cheviots also topping at
£119 from WJC & SJ Weir, Mainside,
Hownam.
Heavy Mule ewes sold to £132 from

Third Farms, Lockerbie.
Rams sold to blistering rates again

topping at £195 for Texels from JR & CJ
Ward, Whitstonehill, Lockerbie and Suf-
folks from A & J Dickson, Sorrowless-
field Mains, Earlston. Blackface tups
sold to £172 for a huge stock tup con-
signed by Messrs E & TN Ballantyne,
Cowburnrigg, Hexham.    
All quantities of ewes are required for

this week’s sale as the ewe trade is set
to hold firm and more ewes can be sold
on a weekly basis to vendor’s advan-
tage. Please do not hesitate to contact
our auctioneers for further entries or 
enquiries. 

HEAVY EWES
Texel £220 Dormansteads, £212
Sharplaw & Newton Field, £210 High
House, Beckfoot & Sharplaw, £208
Newton Field, £205 Craggs & Craigs-
ford Mains, £204 Dormansteads &

Chaseside, £202 Crumhaughhill, £198
Langdyke Cottage, £195 Beckfoot.
Suffolk £180 Claycrop, £166 Newton
Field, £150, £148 Bleatarn, £148
Crumhaughhill, £145 The Snab.    
Beltex £178 Lairdlaugh, £176 High
House, £166 Newton Cottage, £165
High House, £158 Newton Cottage.
Bluefaced Leicester £154, £147, £138
Linkshead, £136 High House, £134
Nunscleugh & Romesbeoch.      
North Country Cheviot £151, £141,
£134 Dormansteads, £133 North Syn-
ton, £132 West Millhills & Dodgson-
stown.
Charollais £140 Satchells, £140, £135,
£134 Chaseside, £132 Brocklerigg.   
Lleyn £133, £121 South Bowerhouses.
Mule £132 Third, £130 Linkshead &
Westcote, £128 Third, £127 Dunjop,
High Airyolland & Townfoot, £126
Shangan & Millriggs, £125 Hollytree &
Kirranrae.   
Cheviot Mule £131 Clackmae, £124
Third, £121 Clackmae.

LIGHT EWES
Blackface £119, £117 Linkshead, £109
Thornton Tower, £107 Linkshead, £103
Cowburnrigg, £100 Newton Cottage.   
Hill Cheviot £119 Mainside, £114, £111
Potholm, £110 Cara View, £107 Main-
side, £106 Haswell Moor, £103 Pynag.  
Kerry Hill £90 Thornship.  
Swaledale £85 Burnhouse, £78 

Townfoot, £77 Linkshead, Coombe
Crag, Bayldon & Burnhouse, £75
Linkshead.

RAMS
Texel £195 Whitstonehill, £190 Sorrow-
lessfield Mains, £188 Woodhouse,
£185 Whitstonehill, £180 Beckfoot.
Suffolk £195 Sorrowlessfield Mains,
£172 Skelfhill, £170 Viewley, Cowburn-
rigg & Colmslie Hill.
Charollais  £176 Chaseside, £175
Viewley.  
Blackface £172 Cowburnrigg.
Bluefaced Leicester £160 Beoch,
£146 Beckfoot, £138 Viewley & Sil-
loans.    
Hampshire £150 Sorrowlessfield
Mains.  
Cheviot £145 Viewley, £142 Beoch,
£138 Potholm, £130 Skelfhill.    

Averages:
Hoggs
Light to           300.0p (245.7p)
Standard to      345.0p (273.2p)
Medium to      397.0p (271.0p)
Heavy to         321.0p (256.8p)
Ewes
Light to           £119.00 (£76.20) 
Heavy to         £220.00 (£123.40)
Rams               £195.00 (£120.62)

Around the marts

Run for your mental health
In a debate in Holyrood, South
of Scotland MSP Emma Harp-
er highlighted the role of
farmer’s daughter and Chilli
grower, Sheena Horner, who
is now in her second year of
fund-raising to raise awareness
of mental health issues among
the farming community. 
Following on from her success

last year, Sheena is again or-
ganising #Run1000, which this
year pitches five nations in a
competition to see which team
can cover the furthest distance
by walking or running through-
out the month of January. It
costs £20 to take part and the
money is divided equally 
between various charities, 
including Vetlife, The 
Gamekeepers Welfare Trust, and
the mental health charity, YANA.
A team captain leads each nation,
encouraging others to join up
and compete for their country.
All money raised goes to
RSABI, providing practical,
emotional and financial support
to all 
people involved in the Scottish

agriculture. Activity is recorded
via Strava, ensuring every step
is counted.
Sheena said “It started as a

way of improving my own men-
tal health in lockdown and has
become a national battle across
the UK and this year includes
New Zealand”. Sheena was con-
gratulated last week by Rural
Affairs Minister Mairi Gougeon
for her work raising funds and
awareness for mental health
charities.

Support
"I wanted to create a commu-

nity that could support each
other regardless of where they
are based” said Sheena “whilst
having a little fun.” With the
pandemic impacting so many
charities and their ability to 
organise events or fundraisers,
we are hoping to get more peo-
ple involved than ever this year."
she continued. “I live in a beau-
tiful part of the world in the
South West  Scotland. I can
step outside to fantastic views
and I’m lucky enough to be

able to head off for a walk or a
run at any time to admire the
amazing scenery.” 
“But I spend at least five days

of the week totally alone, well
besides my four legged friends
that is! And I’m sure I’m not
the only one. Rural Mental
Health affects us all but some
of us don’t realise it. What we
all must realise is that we are
not alone, and there is help out
there from some amazing char-
ities.”
Recent findings from the Big

Farm Survey showed 36% of
the entire farming community
had described themselves as
“probably” or “possibly” 
depressed; for women in agri-
culture, the figure was higher
at 43%.
If you enjoy running or walk-

ing and want to raise awareness
of Rural Mental Health, why
not sign up to your team and
help banish those January blues. 

There’s still time. 
https://www.run1000.org/
team-2022 Sheena Horner is the founder of the #RUN1000

NFU AGM
NFU Scotland has taken the
difficult decision to move its
2022 AGM and conference,
scheduled for early February,
to an exclusively online event.
Plans for the Union’s AGM,

conference and annual dinner
– a highlight of the Scottish
agricultural calendar – had
been initially prepared based
on holding a hybrid event,
where speakers and a limited
audience would have met in
Glasgow on 10th and 11th
February, with virtual proceed-
ings being available to watch 
simultaneously.
With Covid cases at an 

exceptionally high level, the
decision was taken by NFU
Scotland’s Board of Directors
that the health and safety of
all potential attendees is
paramount and that the con-
ference and AGM will now
take place online. 
With the programme currently

being finalised, those who wish
to register for the online AGM
and conference can go to:
https://www.nfus.org.uk/about-
nfus/agm-2022.aspx 
NFUS will consider if

rescheduling its annual dinner
for later in the year is feasible.

NEWS
IN BRIEF

Fundraiser Sheena Horner highlights rural plight
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Alliance aims to put
‘Ideas into Action’

Government grant will help provide tourism improvements
The Langholm Alliance has
secured a Scottish 
Government grant of just
over £11,000 to create a
new comprehensive guide
to Langholm and Eskdale
in both printed and web
form. The project will also
ensure that the Welcome
to Langholm volunteers
and members of the
Tourism Group are familiar
with all the sites of interest
in Eskdale. They will be 
offered the opportunity to
take part in visits around
the area and for the volun-
teers this will hopefully
help them to promote these
more effectively when 
visitors pop into the Wel-
come to Langholm High
Street office. 

The Rural Communities
Ideas into Action Fund is
about testing out new ideas
to support development in

Scottish rural communities.  
The project will see the

Langholm Alliance working
with a number of other com-
munity organisations and 
local businesses including
Gilnockie Tower, the
Langholm Initiative, the Tarras
Valley Nature Reserve, the
Buccleuch Centre, Westerkirk
Library Trust and Eskdalemuir
old school and community
hub. It is hoped that this will
see a long-term collaboration
to increase and encourage
visitors in the area to spend
more time here and enjoy
the area. 

Langholm’s Tourism Group
already commissioned a mar-
keting strategy for the area
and one of the objectives of
it was to create such a guide. 

The funds’ projects will be
delivered across Scotland
and will be monitored closely
to find out what ‘new ideas’

can be achieved when com-
munities are involved in their
own development.  

Denis Male, Chair of the
Langholm Alliance said: 

‘As Chairman of the Alliance
I am delighted that this project
has been funded and that we
can go forward in partnership
with the other organisations to
develop ways of promoting the
area. I would like to thank Mairi
Telford Jammeh and Nicol
Nicolson for the work they did
to achieve this funding.’

John Galloway, Chair of the
Langholm Tourism Group
said: 

‘As chair of the Explore and
Discover sub-group of the
Langholm Alliance this is a
fantastic opportunity to allow
us to proceed with the next
phase of delivery of the plan
to market and promote
Langholm and the wider Esk
valley as a fantastic place to

spend leisure time, explore
and discover. We are really
excited about this opportunity
and thank Nicol and Mairi
for their contribution in se-
curing this important funding.’ 

For further information
contact:
Mairi Telford Jammeh on
mairi@surf.scot

IN BRIEF

A REVOLUTIONARY smart-
phone app is being launched in
the region - aimed at helping peo-
ple to stay fitter and 
healthier. 
Staying active is one of the best

things we can do in order to remain
healthy as years pass. 

The new app launched by 
Dumfries and Galloway Health and
Social Care Partnership will help
people better understand their own
health and fitness, and provide 
advice to people of every age on
how to stay fitter and healthier for
longer. 

Lynne Mann is Lead AHP of
Community Health and Social Care,
and she said: “The app is called
LifeCurve, which is based on 
cutting-edge research by UK 
scientists into ageing and is being
employed as part of the Still Going
research project. 
“We’re very proud that Dumfries

and Galloway is one of the first 
regions in the country to be a part
of this research project which will
see learning shared with the team
at the University of Strathclyde. 
“If people try out the app they

will find that it may offer them a
better understanding of their current
levels of health and fitness, that it

provides suggestions to slow or
even reverse any decline, and a
means to map their progress.” 
LifeCurve emerged from work

carried out by Professor Peter 
Gore and his team at Newcastle
University, who concluded that the
decline in people’s health and well-
being can be plotted on a progressive
curve. 
This ‘LifeCurve’ supports people

to assess their current level of
fitness and ability, anticipate
changes, and take action to help
slow or even reverse possible 
declines. 

Professor Gore and his team
found that people tend to lose the
ability to do various everyday ac-

tivities in a set order.   
Earlier, they stop being able to

walk briskly, get up from the floor,
or cut their own toenails.  
Later on, they tend to lose the

ability to cook a hot meal, perform
light housework and get up from a
chair unaided.  
Dumfries and Galloway Health

and Social Care Partnership invited
Professor Gore to speak at a public
event in 2019, where he said: “Even
clinicians are surprised by how
much control we have over our
own aging process, so I was thrilled
to be able to share my learnings
with this audience, knowing that
they will do their utmost to share
the knowledge with their patients
and to seek the best interventions
possible for them.” 

Huge difference
Everyone has the ability to 

improve their position on the curve
and it does not take much to do it.
Small, simple increases in daily
activity levels can make a huge
difference – keeping people fit, 
active, healthy and happy for much
longer.  
The app was developed by 

Newcastle University’s Institute for
Ageing and the software company

ADL Smart Care. It is being used
as part of Strathclyde’s Still Going
project, led by Susan Kelso.  
The LifeCurve app allows people

to track their own activity levels
day by day, and compare them to
the expected levels for their age. It
will also provide information about
suitable activities at home and out-
side, and other ways to stay healthy
and active.  
It is free to download and is avail-

able for Apple and Android phones.
People without smartphones may
be eligible for help to acquire one
as part of Dumfries and Galloway
Council’s digital inclusion efforts.  
The Strathclyde team will use

some of the data which the app
collects to support their own 
research, but all the data is collected
anonymously; the researchers will
not have access to anyone’s names
or other personal information.   
Anyone is welcome to participate,

and there is more information about
the project on https://stillgoingpro-
ject.co.uk/, including links to down-
load the app. 
“The LifeCurve app is a simple

tool to help everyone make those
changes, and we believe that using
it could make a huge improvement
to the lives of people of every age.” 

John Galloway, Chair of the Langholm Tourism Group

A screenshot of the LifeCurve App
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Get fit with LifeCurve 

Benty Hall
draw
The winners of the Christmas
draw which was made on
Thursday, December 23 were:
1st Aaron Wood £50; 2nd
Davie – taxi driver £30; 3rd 
Julian Jardine £20.
Thanks to everyone who took

part almost £400 was raised for
hall funds.

____________________

Employment
figures
Monthly labour market figures
published this week show a
marginal upturn in the number
of people in Dumfries and 
Galloway out of work and
claiming benefit in December,
the first rise in 10 months.  The
figure for last month was
3,220, up 20 on November and
represents 3.7% of the regions
workforce. Last month’s figure
is down by more than 1200 on
the previous year.
Meanwhile the latest figures

show youth unemployment is
continuing to fall. 475 young
locals aged 18-24 were out of
work in December, the lowest
number for nine months. 
It represents 4.8 % of the

younger workforce, mirroring
the Scottish average.



1997 Eskdale Burns Club
In a most sincere and informative

tribute to Robert Burns, the guest
speaker at the Eskdale Burns Club’s
anniversary supper emphasised the
great success of the national bard as a
song writer as well as a poet. And 
no-one was better qualified to do so than
Isabel Connelly, a former lecturer in
music at St Andrews University where
she lectured to Japanese students on
Scottish culture and introduced them to
Burns songs. Mrs Connelly held the au-
dience spellbound as she proposed the
Immortal Memory to Robert Burns.
They listened attentively as she related
the events of Burns’ life, how he wrote
his first song at the age of 15 for a “bon-
nie soncie lass”, Nelly Kirkpatrick, who
was his partner at harvest time. And how
he went on to write the famous “Ae fond
kiss”, inspired by his love for Clarinda,
and the immortal verses of “Auld Lang
Syne”. The president addressed the 
Haggis which was piped in by Andrew 
Johnstone and carried aloft by Arthur Elliot.
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....At home with the Bard....

Home-made
HAGGIS
made by your 

Newcastleton Butcher
Delighted to help celebrate the Bard’s birthday
46 North Hermitage Street ● Newcastleton  Tel: 013873 75256
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This time last year we thought we
would be back having public Burns
Suppers but alas, here we are again,
with Covid restrictions being lifted too
late to allow us from getting together
in the usual style.
I’m sure many of you will be having

your own Burns Supper at home with
family and friends so we raise a glass to
you and toast the Bard himself by looking
back over the years at…
1989 - Langholm Ladies Burns Club
Past President of Langholm Ladies

Burns Club, Miss Grace Brown, pro-
posed the Immortal Memory of Robert
Burns at the Club’s anniversary dinner
held in the Eskdale Hotel on Thursday
evening. In a most eloquent address Miss
Brown spoke of “Burns the poet”, and
Burns the song writer”. Her in depth
speech covering the life of the Bard from
childhood to manhood, his compassion,
understanding and wit and how these
characteristics influenced his poetry and
songs, indicated the speaker’s great
knowledge and understanding of Burns.
“The Selkirk Grace” and the “Address to
the Haggis” were given by Club Presi-
dent, Mrs Nellie Turk, who chaired the
proceedings. Piper Jock Corrie piped the
Haggis which was carried by Elaine 
Anderson. Other toasts proposed were
“Town, Trade, Agriculture” by Mr Billy
Young, replied to by Mrs Betty Little ;
“The Lassies”, Mr Tom Hutton, reply,
Mrs Elaine Anderson. Songs were sung
by Mrs Anne Halliday and Mr Billy

Young, who also appropriately dressed
for the occasion, gave an excellent ren-
dering of “Holy Wullie’s Prayer. The 
Pianist was Mr Alex Nicol. Mrs Betty
Edgar proposed the toast to the Chief
Guest and Mrs Liddle gave a compre-
hensive vote of thanks to which the
chairman replied. The evening closed
with the singing of “Auld Lang Syne”. 

LANGHOLM Ladies Burns Club is
the only club in the area to host a
Burns Supper even though their
president, Nancy McLure, admits
that it will not take the traditional
format.
The club had decided to go ahead

with their plans even if it meant hav-
ing to be socially distanced but
thanks to the announcement by First
Minister Nicola Sturgeon this week,
the members are now able to look
forward to a more friendly atmo-
sphere where they can sit together
with their cronies and put the world
to rights during the lull in proceed-
ings.
“We will be toasting the Bard and

the Queen as usual but they will be
the only “normal” Burns Supper
items” said Nancy.

Billy Young is the sole speaker and
none of the usual singers have been
invited to perform. Instead Anne 
Halliday will be playing the keyboard
and leading the company in some
community singing.
The Buccleuch Centre menu 

includes traditional haggis, neeps and
tatties but there are other alternatives
including sticky toffee pudding.
“According to the Burns Chronicle

there are many different providers of
Burns Suppers and we are certainly
going to be different,” concluded
Nancy.
The Ladies Burns Club is very

much looking forward to celebrating
their 75th anniversary later this year.
Who knows, maybe the format of

the “not traditional” Burns Supper
will be the norm for the future!

Speakers and singers at the 1989 Langholm Ladies Burns Supper
Back: Betty Edgar, Tom Hutton, Billy Young, Alex Nichol, Anne Halliday

Front: Mrs Liddle, Grace Brown, Nellie Turk, Betty Little

Childen carrying the haggis
are piped in 
at a recent 

Playcare Burns Supper

Fair fa' your honest, sonsie face,
Great chieftain o the puddin'-race!
Aboon them a' ye tak your place,
Painch, tripe, or thairm:
Weel are ye wordy o' a grace
As lang's my arm.

The groaning trencher there ye fill,
Your hurdies like a distant hill,
Your pin wad help to mend a mill
In time o need,
While thro your pores the dews distil
Like amber bead.

His knife see rustic Labour dight,
An cut you up wi ready slight,
Trenching your gushing entrails bright,
Like onie ditch;
And then, O what a glorious sight,
Warm-reekin, rich!

Then, horn for horn, they stretch an strive:
Deil tak the hindmost, on they drive,
Till a' their weel-swall'd kytes belyve
Are bent like drums;
The auld Guidman, maist like to rive,
'Bethankit' hums.

Is there that owre his French ragout,
Or olio that wad staw a sow,
Or fricassee wad mak her spew
Wi perfect scunner,
Looks down wi sneering, scornfu view
On sic a dinner?

Poor devil! see him owre his trash,
As feckless as a wither'd rash,
His spindle shank a guid whip-lash,
His nieve a nit;
Thro bloody flood or field to dash,
O how unfit!

But mark the Rustic, haggis-fed,
The trembling earth resounds his tread,
Clap in his walie nieve a blade,
He'll make it whissle;
An legs an arms, an heads will sned,
Like taps o thrissle.

Ye Pow'rs, wha mak mankind your care,
And dish them out their bill o fare,
Auld Scotland wants nae skinking ware
That jaups in luggies:
But, if ye wish her gratefu prayer,
Gie her a Haggis

Address to a Haggis

Nancy  McLure cuts up the haggis with”ready slight”
as John Innes and Maureen Brown look on
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Will Jenny Noble
rest in peace

TV Licence
changes
A major shake up of the BBC
TV Licence is on its way with
the current fee of £159 to "be
the last", the Culture Secretary
has said. The annual payment is
expected to be frozen at the cur-
rent rate until April 2024, when
the Royal Charter is up for 
renewal.
It’s two years since the fee
was reinstated for pensioners
over-75 after a funding row
erupted between the public ser-
vice broadcaster and the gov-
ernment.
There are hundreds of thou-
sands of prosecutions a year for
non-payment of the licence fee
– disproportionately affecting
women who are at home when
inspectors call. Also the number
of households that pay the fee
is declining.
MP Nadine Dorries wrote on
Twitter : "This licence fee 
announcement will be the last. 
"The days of the elderly being
threatened with prison sentences
and bailiffs knocking on doors
are over.
"Time now to discuss and 
debate new ways of funding,
supporting and selling great
British content."
The licence fee is set by the
Government, which announced
in 2016 that it would rise in line
with inflation for five years from
April 1 2017.
The BBC has previously come
under fire over the abolition of
free TV licences for all over-
75s, with a grace period on pay-
ment because of the pandemic
which ended on July 31. 
Only those who receive pen-
sion credit do not have to pay
the annual sum.

There are hopes Jenny Noble, our most famous local ‘Witch’,
will be one of the thousands officially pardoned, perhaps
later this year, amid moves to clear the names of those histor-
ically prosecuted under Scotland’s Witchcraft Act.

By Penny Johnstone

The 1563 Act was in effect
for nearly 200 years until it was
repealed in 1736. During this
time, witchcraft was considered
a mortal crime, and those con-
victed of practising it, or con-
sulting with witches, were stran-
gled to death and burned at the
stake, so that there was no phys-
ical body to bury. Historians
believe two-thirds of suspects
suffered this fate.
Our local historian, Billy
Young, who has written on the
subject, tells me several witches
were burned at the stake near
the old Castle of Langholm.
“We’re told that centuries ago,
there were piles of stones at
the head of the Kilngreen, now
the car park north of the town
by the river, and these stones
were used to pelt the witches
as they burned in the flames.”
“And there’s the old saying that
the River Ewes never freezes
over because of the heat that
emanates from the bodies of

the witches that were burned
near the river.” 
The Presbytery minutes in the 
Survey of Scottish Witchcraft
by Edinburgh University, shows
that on 12 June 1650, four peo-
ple in Castleton (in the pres-
bytery of Langholm) were sus-
pected of witchcraft and incan-
tation. No names were recorded
in the minutes. Two weeks later,
on 26 June 1650, Minister John
Davidson is recorded as wit-
nessing their execution.

Gruesome
“There’s two versions of 
Jenny’s tale,” Billy tells me.
“One was that she was a suicide,
and her sons took her body on
a crude trail cart with no wheels
on it, slung behind a horse,
beyond the town to Jenny 
Noble’s Gill, where she is
buried. And the other tale is
more gruesome, it’s that the
people of the town actually
dragged her to Jenny Noble’s
Gill and she was hung there.”
But in all probability, Billy
thinks Jenny Noble died from

suicide; as in those days, suicides
weren’t allowed to be buried in
the consecrated ground of grave-
yards. Billy says anyone prac-
tising any form of folk or herbal
medicine stood the risk of being
branded a witch. “These accu-
sations arose out of personal
vendettas,” he says, “It was the
easiest thing in the world to 

accuse someone of being a
witch, when you couldn’t dis-
prove it.” 
A 2-year campaign led by
Claire Mitchell QC has led to a
Private Members Bill being
lodged in Holyrood, calling for
a legal pardon for the nearly
4000 people who were accused
of witchery, most of them wom-

en. The First Minister Nicola
Sturgeon has indicated her sup-
port for the move and it’s hoped
ministers will issue a public
apology on International 
Woman’s Day in March. It’s
also hoped a national memorial
will be organised in memory
of all those who were discrimi-
nated against.

QC wants legal pardon for persecuted ‘Witches’

Langholm ‘witch’ Jenny Noble was buried in unconcecrated ground outside the town; 
but there are two versions of her tale

IN BRIEF

Joseph Glendinning Thompson
and the Salonika Campaign

Langholm’s Joseph Glendinning Thompson

By Timothy McCracken

Whilst researching for
Langholm’s Roll of Honour,
printed last summer, internet
resources have been extremely
useful to get in touch with the
descendants of First and 
Second World War casualties
from Langholm. 
Having first been in touch with

relatives of Joseph Glendinning
Thompson in January 2020, this
month they have been able to
locate photographs of him. 
Prior to enlistment, Joseph

Glendinning Thompson worked
as a wood wagoner on Buccleuch
Estates. Serving with the Army
Service Corps, he used his spe-
cialist skills supporting military
transportation. He first served in
Egypt from 2nd April 1915, later
moving to   Salonika.
Between 1915 and 1918, a 

multi-national Allied force served
in Salonika. Eventually around

200,000 British soldiers served
in the area. 
Throughout the campaign heat

and disease were severe risks. 
During the extreme heat expe-

rienced in the summer, travelling
was usually undertaken at night
to reduce the risk of heatstroke.
Some areas were evacuated at
times of the year due to the
prevalence of diseases, such as
malaria. 160,000 British casualties
were caused by malaria alone
during the campaign. 
Joseph Glendinning Thompson

was the son of John and Mary
Thompson, of the Lion and Lamb
Hotel, Scotch Street, Carlisle.
He left a widow, Elizabeth F.
Thompson, and a family, at 10
Charlotte Street, Langholm. 
Joseph died aged 34 on 26 

October 1918 from malaria in 
Salonika and lies in Doiran Military 
Cemetery, Greece.
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19th September 1621  
This was the date when King James 
VI made Langholm a Burgh of Bar-
ony.  A Burgh of Barony was a type 
of Scottish settlement which fell 
under the control of a landowner 
or Baron who held his estates di-
rectly from the crown. In this case 
the Baron, Robert Maxwell, Earl 
of Nithsdale, was given the right 
to choose bailiffs and burgesses, 
to erect a public hall and market 
cross, and to hold weekly markets 
and two annual fairs.  

10th June 1641  John Maxwell of Broomholm, the Bar-
on’s Bailie (deputy), was accused of illegally  drowning Rossie 
Baittie and her son William Irving for stealing 16 sheep.  The 
drowning pit was at a place called The Grieve in the bed of 
the River Ewes near its con uence with the Esk. Drowning had 
one distinct advantage over hanging - it was much cheaper, as 
a good “hang raip” could cost 8d!     

7th April 1643 The Earl of Nithsdale lost his lands here 
in April 1643 due to his support for King Charles I. They were 
then passed to Francis, second Earl of Buccleuch, who be-

came the Lord-Superior to the Bar-
ony of Langholm. When his daughter 
Countess Anne married the Duke of 
Monmouth in 1663, King Charles II 
created for them the titles rst Duke 
and Duchess of Buccleuch.  In 1685 
Monmouth was brutally beheaded by 
King James II after his failed attempt to 
take the throne. However his widow 
was allowed to retain her titles and 
lands, and in 1687 Langholm became 
a Burgh of Regality, i.e. a settlement 

that was under the jurisdiction of a leading Scottish nobleman 
who held large estates and had wide powers in criminal and 
civil law.    

King James V1

Ewes Water as it is today

1st Duke of Monmouth and 
Buccleuch

Langholm 400 Timeline
Commemorating 400 years as a Burgh of Barony

To celebrate this anniversary,
the Heritage sub-group of the
Langholm Alliance have created

a timeline to highlight some of the
notable dates in the town’s long and
colourful history.
Originally it had been hoped that the

anniversary would be celebrated by
holding a series of events on and around
the date last September, but due to the
uncertain nature of the Covid pandemic,
the group decided to hold a year-long
series of events instead.
This will include the 50th anniversary

of Neil Armstrong’s visit to the town in
March 1972.
Billy Young, chairman of the group

said “Picking the dates to include in
the timeline has been by far the most
difficult part of the whole project.
“The 28 different panels only cover

some, but certainly not all, of the many
notable events in the town’s long and
colourful past.
“We hope that it may be possible to

create a permanent record of this in
the near future and would welcome
any feedback from the public about
other events that they feel should be
included in this.”
The E&L Advertiser will run the series

of panels on a regular basis so that 
everyone can enjoy the colourful past
of the Muckle Toon.
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Langholm has been the home
to numerous vanished busi-
nesses and this article will 
relate the stories of two firms
and the lives behind them.
Grocer James Church and his
neighbour Ironmonger
William Milroy occupied a
prime location on the High
Street during the latter half
of the 19th century.
Grocer James Church was born

in Peeblesshire and he first 
arrived in Langholm after he
established his new store at 43
High Street by Well Close on
8th January 1868. The Church’s
soon established themselves
here and they had three children.
Their happiness was tragically
cut short when their son Francis
died and this loss was followed
by the death of James’s wife
Elizabeth on 1st March 1873
aged just 30.  
Church’s neighbour was 

Ironmonger James Hogg until
his death on 17th February 1877
aged 49. Succeeding him was a
young 22-year-old by the name
of William Milroy, who moved
into the property with his sister
Ellen. Church and Milroy would
have a good relationship though
it would be a single destructive
event that would test their 
endurance.  
It was Summer Fair night of

1893 and James Church arose
from bed to discover that his
entire storeroom was on fire
and he rushed outside to alert
everyone. As the flames spread,
he ensured that nearly all his
contents and furniture were 
removed safely onto the High
Street. Church and Milroy’s

businesses were linked by a
small back building which the
flames soon engulfed, latching
onto the back of Milroy’s store,
then destroying his property.
After a lengthy battle to 

extinguished the flames, it was
revealed that both properties
were completely destroyed. For-
tunately, both men were insured
and offered temporary premises
in the Market Place. While 
demolition commenced, per-
mission was granted for the
construction of a new building

on the site. This proposed build-
ing would house commercial
properties for both Church and
Milroy; whilst the third would
be occupied by shoemaker 
Andrew Byers.

Murray House
Construction began on 

Monday 4th September 1893
and work progressed fairly well,
finishing within just a year. The
newly completed building was
christened ‘Murray House’ after
a John Murray who had lived

on the same site many years
before. 
Unfortunately, Church didn’t

live long to enjoy his new prop-
erty as he became ill during the
later months of 1895. James
Church died on New Year’s Day
1896 aged 58 and his business
continued under the direction
of his son John White Church
until 1898 when James and
William Grant finally took over.
Despite stepping down, 1898
would be a good year for John
W Church as he successfully
stood for Cornet on 25th May
1898. As Cornet, Church would
be the very first to accept the
standard from the Town Hall
instead of the traditional head-
quarters of the Common Riding
at the Crown Hotel.
Milroy’s ironmongery contin-

ued into the 20th century and
he remained a familiar face.
Years passed as various busi-
nesses changed hands and new
technologies developed and 
became commonplace. Milroy
continued until his death from
a short illness aged 74 on 
Saturday 29th December 1928.
His former property of over 50
years along with those of the
former Byer’s and Church prop-
erties were then all purchased
by the Langholm Cooperative
who opened their own store
there at 8.40am on Friday 21st
June 1929. Today Murray House
still stands with Church and
Milroy’s former properties now
forming the Londis Convenience
Store. Though long gone, hope-
fully this article will have in a
small way brought Church and
Milroy back to the public con-
sciousness once again.

Church and Milroy

William Milroy at the door of his shop in Murray House

James Church occupied the shop shop where Londis now trades

An early photo of Langholm High Street showing Church’s original store

Columnist Stuart Tedham tells us about two of Langholm’s early entrepreneurs

After fire destroyed Church and Milroy’s properties, temporary premises were found in the Market Place
Photo courtesy of Langholm Archives

An early illustration of Langholm High Street with Murray House on the left
Photo courtesy of Langholm Archives
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Big Burns Supper is 
delighted to announce that
superstar Scots KT Tunstall,
Skerryvore and Tidelines
will join Ireland’s ionic
Dervish to Help Save Burns
Night in 2022.
Taking place online on 

Tuesday 25 January, Eddi
Reader’s Big Burns Supper
is this year’s unmissable
Burns Night celebration. 
Hosted by the supremely 
talented Eddi Reader and 
entirely free of charge, Big
Burns Supper announce a
line up of both big names
and local talent spanning the
full spectrum of music,  
comedy, poetry, performance,
and prose.
Comedy circuit stars Ross

Leslie and Richard Pulsford
join homegrown musical talent
from the likes of Colonel 
Mustard & the Dijon 5, Amy
Papiransky, Dumfries 
Community Choir, David Bass

& Chazz, The Lucky Doves
and Jack Hunter, and Scottish
TV presenter and of former
captain of Glasgow
Wheelchair basketball team
Mark Dougan is even set to
make an appearance.
For fans of Le Haggis, one

of the most popular events in
the Big Burns Supper pro-
gramme since its inception,
this year’s Burns Night spec-
tacular will unfold in a familiar
fashion, with Eddi taking 
audiences on a cabaret-esque
rollercoaster around the world.
From KT Tunstall in LA to
Dervish performing from lock-
down in Dublin, this year’s
Big Burns Supper takes Burns
Night global once again.
Graham Main, Chief 

Executive at Big Burns 
Supper, said: “Despite being
unable to host our Big Burns
Supper winter fringe this year
there was no way we were
letting Burns Night pass with-

out a significant celebration.
As planned, the eminently tal-
ented Eddi Reader will play
host to an eclectic evening
of comedy, music and mirth
and our diverse programme
will feature something to tickle
every taste bud.”
While the difficult decision

to postpone the Big Burns
Supper winter fringe pro-
gramme was taken at the end
of 2021, plans for further
events in 2022 are underway,
with more information to follow
early this year.

Greatmoor halfway between Copshaw and Hawick. Photo by Andrew Walton of Langholm
Camera:Samsung Galaxy S20 FE

The E&L Gallery

Eddi Reader’s Big Burns Supper
ENTERTAINMENT

Watch 
Eddi Reader’s 

Big Burns Supper.
Free, on: The 

Big Burns Supper
YouTube and 

Facebook pages,
from 7pm.

Tuesday 25th Jan 



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

TO LET

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES
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ROOFING SERVICES

E&L JOB SPOT

LANGHOLM POP-UP SHOP
January/February 2022

■ Sat 29th January (74 High St)

Oor Bees
*Tues 8th to Sun 13th February

KSJ Art &Funky things
To book a space: Call Sharon Irving on 07862 367209

or email: sharon@ashleybank.co.uk

McCulloch
 Roo�ng Family Business Since 1979

28 Bank Street
Galashiels TD1 1EN

for a free quote or advice
Phone:01896 888664

web: mccullochroofing.co.uk

ALL ROOFING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Sla�ng ▪ Tiling ▪ Flat Roofs 
UPVC Windows and Doors 
UPVC Facias and Gu�ering

COMPLAINTS

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER

COMPLAINTS
To make a complaint about anything in The Eskdale and 

Liddesdale Advertiser, please visit the office on Langholm High
Street and speak to the community editor Penny Johnstone

Alternatively, please contact the company secretary
by email: secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk.

Or by writing to:  
The company secretary, Muckle Toon Media,
Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

ELECTRICIAN
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TAILORING SERVICES

Sewing Repairs and Tailoring Alterations
Ironing (Annan only) and Stain Removal

Jeans ● Leather Jackets ● Curtains ● Zips ● Dresses ● Skirts
PROFESSIONAL LEATHER JACKET REPAIRS ● WEDDING DRESS ALTERATIONS

1 HOUR SERVICE AVAILABLE AT NO EXTRA COST
Phone: 07928 295110

54 English Street, 
Longtown CA6 5SD

137 High Street, 
Annan DG12 6EB

ANNAN LONGTOWN

BLINDS

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows

AGMS

PUBLIC NOTICES

www.dumgal.gov.uk

PLANNING
The applications, associated plans and documents can be viewed on-
line by following the ePlanning link on the Council’s website at www.
dumgal.gov.uk/planning.  Written comments may be made by email to 
PlanningRepresentations@dumgal.gov.uk or via the Council’s website, as 
noted above, by 03.02.2022Type A).
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2013, Reg 20(1) (A) 
Ref No/Type Address/Proposal
21/2450/FUL(A) Clerkhill, Langholm - Erection of boiler house and 
associated flue

Langholm 
Social Club

AAGGMM
in clubrooms 

Sunday 
6th February 2pm

All members 
welcome

AAnnddeerrssoonnss ooff
LLaanngghhoollmm

WANTED
Drivers 

We are looking for a PSV driver with 
a full clean licence DQC and digital taco card.

We are also looking for a driver with 
an ordinary car licence.

Please apply in writing to 
Andersons of Langholm, Whitsheils Ind Est 

or tel 013873 80553

ESKDALE
Agricultural

Show

AAGGMM
Monday 

24th January 7.30pm
Eskdale Hotel
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Dream racing job for SamEMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Mr Chris Hutchinson
Session clerk: 013873 73755 
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508

Horseracing
By Darren Irving

EARLY last July, 18 year old Sam Cottrill made the big decision to up
sticks and set off for pastures new. The journey was to Waterford,
Southern Ireland to be be precise where Sam would be house-sharing
with four other colleagues and this is to be his home for the foreseeable
future. The next morning it was a short 10-minute drive to Knockeen
where the 2021 record-breaking trainer Henry de Bromhead oversees
his string. 
This has been a dream of Sam’s for as
long as we care to speak about. He’s 
always loved horse racing and was lucky
enough to have a horse named after him
by his Papa (John Elliot) the horse in
question being Sammy Spiderman who
went on to win no less than five times. 
Sam well and truly had the racing bug
after seeing his beloved Sammy win,
and for the next few years the arm on
the couch was the scene of many famous
victories, photo finishes, and many, many
whip offences!
Sam then joined the Langholm Young
Riders and went for lessons at 
Shawstown, and in 2013 he first got to
ride the Common Riding on a little grey
pony called Nellie. He has ridden every
year since (covid excluding).

Ewart’s
For Sam, school was getting in the
way of looking after and riding race
horses, He first of all got a weekend job
for local trainer James Ewart before get-
ting a full time job there the second he
could leave school!
Sam went on to work for James Ewart

for a total of five and a half years, whilst
also gaining experience with 
Nicky Henderson, Jonjo O’Neill, Ben
Haslam, as well as the British Racing
Schools in Newmarket and Doncaster. 
With Ireland’s current domination in
NH Racing it was always Sam’s dream
to work for one of the powerhouse yards
and after emailing and being offered a
job at Henry de Bromhead’s (they come
no bigger) and the dream was realised.
Sam has since ridden, and looked after,
numerous superstars in NH Racing, such
as Honeysuckle, Minella Indo, A Plus
Tard, Minella Times, Bob Olinger and
many more - the list could go on and
on.
Sam hasn’t as yet made it back home
since July as he’s enjoying his new job
and life so much, but has been visited
by family on three occasions the latest
over the New Year period. He will most 
definitely be over for the Common Riding
however! 
For those who enjoy the Sport of Kings,
Sam can often be seen leading horses
around various Irish Racetracks on Racing
TV. Just look out for the lad that’s taller
than the horse! 

Football returns
Football 

By Martin Thomlinson

Langholm Legion 2 
Langlee Amateurs 2
Legion entertained Border Cup holders
Langlee Amateurs on Saturday in their
first match of 2022 and indeed their first
in ten weeks. After a narrow two one win
for Langlee on the Netherdale early on in
the season, another tight affair was 
expected.
The home squad was bolstered by two
recent signings, Sean Byers who slotted in
well at the heart of the defence and Scott
Collins who made it onto the bench after
spell away from the game.
Both teams spurned a few early opportunities
before Langlee were awarded a spot kick
after Dell downed Sutherland in the box.
Loftus comfortably drilled his effort into the
net to give the visitors a half time lead.
The half time message was to keep doing
as they were and more chances would come
their way with just a little bit of composure
at the critical time being amiss.
Langlee were awarded another penalty on
the hour mark when A Little was adjudged
to have deliberately handled in the box. It
seemed a harsh decision which was com-
pounded by the referee also booking him for
the offence. Loftus stepped up again, only to
see Johnson parry the powerful effort with
the Legion defence then on hand to nullify
the rebound. A huge point in the match at a
critical time.
Inspired by this, the home side deservedly
drew level a couple of minutes later when
Mattinson got on the end of a fine Winter

cross from the left much to the crowds 
delight.
Parity only lasted a short time before
Langlee again took the lead when Sutherland
showed good strength and balance before
lobbing the ball over Johnson and into the
net.
With time ticking on, Collins and Wilson
were both introduced as the Legion went in
search of an equaliser. This arrived with
minutes remaining when a huge throw from
the right by Byers was missed by all before
bouncing to Mattinson who masterfully 
headed back across goal and over the keeper
and into the net.
There was still time for chances at both
ends with both teams going for the win
before the match was drawn to a close. The
match really could've gone either way so on
reflection a draw was probably a fair result.
Lots of positives for the club to take.
Langlee are one of the strongest sides in the
league so to compete as well as we did and
come off the pitch disappointed with a draw
says a lot, our first match in ten weeks was
always going to be tough but undoubtedly
we were the fitter side, Ali Little excelled in
a slightly different role and caused the visitors
problems throughout. The performance of
Byers who has been out with a long term
injury was hugely impressive and will be
a massive asset going forward. The never
say die attitude of the whole squad was
shown yet again in their determined attitude
to take something from the match.

Many thanks to our match sponsor
Double Trouble Drinks and match ball
sponsors Calum Bell & Jenna 
Warbeck.

Sam Cottrill (back right) pictured with Minella Times, his mum Carol, 
step-dad Darren and brother Rory

Netballers progress

School Netball
Langholm Academy’s Secondary Junior Netball Team
secured their place in the national rounds of this year's
Scottish Netball Scottish Schools Cup on Tuesday.

They played Douglas Ewart High School in Langholm in
their final regional game that would see the winners progress
from the regional rounds to the national rounds of the compe-
tition later this year.

In a very closely contested game only one goal split the
teams going into the last quarter. Langholm produced an 
excellent finish to the game to secure their place in the
national rounds scoring five goals without reply in the final
quarter. 

1st Quarter – Langholm 3 Douglas Ewart 5
2nd Quarter – Langholm 8 Douglas Ewart 8
3rd Quarter – Langholm 12 Douglas Ewart 11
4th Quarter – Langholm 17 Douglas Ewart 11

Langholm Academy’s Secondary Junior Netball Team
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Gymnastics
Langholm gymnast, Sadie
Cropper, has been powering
her way to the top of the medal
boards, scooping numerous
recent Golds at both national
and regional levels. And
throughout, the 16 year old
has shown extraordinary 
resilience in the face of great
personal tragedy, losing her
Mum Angela to cancer in mid
November.

At the end of October, Sadie
competed nationally in the 
Scottish Gymnastics Zinc 
Classic Challenge Floor and
Vault Competition in Perth.
Competing for Dumfries Y
Gymnastics, she won gold on
the Vault and gold in the Overall
Competition, securing joint first
place with Lucia Watson from
Forfar.

Since the loss of her Mum,
Sadie has gone on to win three
Gold Medals at the Dumfries Y
Gymnastics Club Champi-
onships in December, taking
Golds on the Floor, Vault and
Overall.

Sadie says her love of gym-

nastics started when she was six,
first attending the Langholm Club,
followed by a spell in Lochmaben.
Her rise and success in the disci-
pline has come with the full com-
mitment of her family and Head
Coach Steven Mckinnel right 
beside her, and endless car jour-
neys getting her to training ses-
sions, on a Monday and Friday.

Sadie is already giving back to
the sport and coaches youngsters
all day on Saturdays in Dumfries
at the Y Club, where she is train-
ing for her Level 1 Coaching
Award, which she’s about to take
at the start of next month.

Sadie also does a bit of 
coaching in Langholm on a
Wednesday and says her long
term career goal, once she stops
performing competitively, is to
work with upcoming gymnasts.
Sadie tells me it’s unusual within
the sport to compete beyond
about the age of 20.

Asked about her role models,
this courageous teen says it’s
always been the now retired
British Olympic Gymnast, Beth
Tweddle, and her Coach Steven
Mckinnel from Annan. 

“I’ve always looked up to

him,” she says, talking about
Steven “he’s caring and been
with me since my very first
competition and he’s still taking
me up to Dumfries on a 
Monday”

“My Gymnastics is the biggest
thing I look forward to in the
week, once I finish on a Friday,
I can’t wait to get back to it on
a Monday.”

Conditioning
“Staying active is the key,”
Sadie says, “along with condi-
tioning, I should do a bit more
at home,” she admits, “as long
as you keep doing your Splits -

that’s what they tell us.” “We’re
back in Competition season now.
I’m hoping to take part in five
events this year. Steven’s push-
ing me to take part in a 4-piece
competition for a new experi-
ence, that’s floor, vault, bars
and beam; it’s a step up from
just the floor and vault.”

Asked how she’s coping with
the loss of her Mum, Sadie says
it’s her family and friends, and
her coach Steven, who’ve been
keeping her going these past
few months, along with the
knowledge that things will get
easier. 

“You have to think of 

positives,” she says, “Obviously,
it’s not really fully hit just yet -
you’ve just got to hold onto the
good things really.”

Sadie is one of 32 athletes
who’ve received “Welcome to
Langholm” Future Champions
Award Funding over the past
year. The Active Schools and
Community Sport Officer for
Langholm and Moffat, Calum
Graham, has also been working
with and supporting Sadie. He
says talented  youngsters can

apply annually for help with
transport and training costs, and
any equipment needs. £14,250
was handed out to aspiring ath-
letes in the last funding round,
in stipends of £1000, £500 or
£250. 

“Young people normally apply
between September and 
December,” Calum says, “but
Covid has played havoc with
the awarding process, so we’ve
been handing out help 
sporadically, as they need it.”
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Langholm retains Renwick Cup

              
  

Rugby
By Kenneth Pool

LANGHOLM RFC made the
short journey to Hawick
on Saturday for the local
derby with Hawick Linden
in East League 2 and 
playing for the Renwick
Cup.
Volunteer Park has not
been a happy hunting ground
for Langholm in previous
season's but with a 29-0 win
at Milntown in September
the visitors were looking to
get a result.
With both Bailey Donaldson
and Tommy Hope available
for Langholm and Hawick’s
Tait and Gordon Wooley play-
ing for the Linden the teams
seemed equally matched for
the encounter. 
Langholm started strongly
and a good fun from Eddie
Turner took them into the
Linden 22, however the 

advantage was lost and 
Linden ran the ball down 
towards the Langholm line
and then dominated play 
for the next 15 minutes. A
penalty for Langholm on 20
minutes saw Donaldson 
secure the three points.
Langholm now got into the
game with some nice han-
dling of the ball and strong
runs from Lewis Miller and
Euan Rose. A break by 
Donaldson almost resulted
in a try but the ball was
forced into touch. 
Langholm were now much
more in control and won a
couple of penalties but nei-
ther was successful. Another
break by Joe Kirkup saw the
ball passed to Nathan Smith
who as tackled just short of
the line. With 38 minutes
played another good move
by the visitors saw the ball
popped up to Tommy Dixon
who barged over the line to

score. Donaldson slotted the
conversion and the score at
half-time as 0-10.
It was Linden that was dom-
inant for the first 15 minutes
of the  the second half and
despite a number of strong
runs by their backs, they
could not get through the
good Langholm defence.
Donaldson kicked a long
range penalty to make it 0-
13 . Kirkup was deemed  by
the ref to have tackled late
and was yellow-carded on
55 minutes. 
Langholm again moved up
a gear and were now domi-
nating play. A great 35 metre
run by Tom Hope down the
wing was stopped just short
of the line and with Kirkup
back on the field, the visitors
were now making life difficult
near the Linden try line. Chris
Tait almost made it over the
line with a strong run but
was stopped just short. The

forwards then won back the
ball and moved it along the
backs for Joe Kirkup to score
in the corner. The conversion
was missed. The match 
ended in a satisfying win 0-
18 and Langholm retained
the Renwick cup won at 

Milntown in September. 
Langholm remain in 6th
place in the table on 27 points
but with two games in hand
over leaders North Berwick
who they play away next
Saturday.

Sadie is flying high

T Hope, C Henderson, C Tait and B Donaldson after the match 
with supporter Grayson Rose, son of Langholm prop Euan


