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When Newcastleton eight year
olds Jude Musson and Hamish
Laing decided to set themselves
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charity, they hoped they might
make as much as £100.
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Recharge in
Nature

With Langholm’s first electric
vehicle charging station due to
open early this year, it coincides
with an innovative pilot by
dynamic start-up Electrek
Explorer called “Recharge in
Nature”
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Talk of change from pandemic to endemic gives businesses hope

It’s starting to feel like there’s a change afoot in the current
covid climate. There’s talk of how the virus is becoming
endemic, moving away from the lurching crises of a
pandemic. Our First Minister has admitted for the first
time that the country “will have to learn to live with Covid.”
It looks like current indoor restrictions might be lifted
from 24th January. This is welcome news for so many of us,
especially those trying to make a living in the hospitality
and entertainment sectors.

Cambridge virologist, Dr Chris
Smith, has said quite openly this
week that we are reaching the
point now where we just have to
get on with life and live with the
possibility of catching Covid. Just
like we do with Flu. It’s a view
mirrored by the UK Cabinet
Minister Nadhim Zahawi and by
Mark Woolhouse, Professor of
Infectious Disease Epidemiology
at Edinburgh University. He says
there is a "complete lack of
necessity to keep us indoors"
because "the virus does not transmit outdoors". As a result, we’ve
all spent a lot of time having our

activities curtailed for very little
effect and for far too long in my
opinion.”
And yet it feels like there is still
plenty of fear mongering out there.
Whilst Westminster is now
exploring the possibility of
reducing the covid isolation period
to five days, Nicola Sturgeon
appears to be ruling out any such
move north of the Border.
Meanwhile, many of our local
businesses have had a rough few
weeks. Latimer’s of Langholm
tell us they’ve had a reduced footfall, with potential customers
choosing to stay at home, though

thankfully their core business has
remained solid, with orders still
coming in from far and wide.
“We just need to stop the fearmongering,” says Katherine
Latimer, “we need shoppers to
have the confidence to come out
again. We’ll be running our New
Year sale til the end of February.”
The Eskdale Hotel was hit hard
over Hogmanay. Owner John
Galloway says the impact of the
new covid restrictions in early
December has been devastating:
“50 per cent of our business
disappeared within a couple of
days. A lot of it’s been to do with
the media not making things clear
and Scotland doing its own thing
has caused further confusion.”
“A lot of people were left feeling
afraid and a lot chose to stay at
home, expecting further travel
restrictions, which then didn’t
come.”
> Turn to page 7

Both Latimers and the Eskdale Hotel have been affected by Omicron

Latimers of Langholm

FURNITURE SALE
NOW ON...NOW ON...NOW ON...
OPENING TIMES
Monday - Friday 8.30am - 5.30pm | Saturday 8.30am - 4.30pm

GREAT SAVINGS ON SOFAS • CHAIRS • RECLINERS • LIFT & RISE CHAIRS • DIVANS • BEDROOM AND DINING FURNITURE

A7 resurfacing
north of Langholm
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Deaths

Church Notices

AITCHISON

Peacefully on Saturday 8th January 2022 at
Borders General Hospital Rita née Black.
Beloved wife of the late Jim, much loved mum
and mother-in-law to Patricia, Linda, Alan and
Brian
Loving granny to Mark, Gavin, Liam, Danielle and
Ryan, doting granny nanny to Leah, Harrison and
Poppy
Service to be held in Robson’s Dovetail Chapel
on Friday 28th January at 12.15pm then onwards
to Wilton Cemetery for 1.00pm.
Black ties optional.

BENNETT

Jane Bennett (née Maughan), Rowanburn,
Canonbie, passed away suddenly on 1st January
2022, sadly missed by her partner David Jarrett,
brother Alan and her extended family.
Funeral private.

CANONBIE UNITED
LANGHOLM,
& LIDDESDALE
ESKDALEMUIR,
PARISH CHURCHES
EWES & WESTERKIRK
Liddesdale and
PARISH CHURCHES
Church Services
Sunday 16th January
Langholm 10am
Sunday Club meet at
Masonic 10am
Ewes 2.30pm

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.
Social Distancing
will be observed.
Please wear masks.

Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 80859.
Mobile. 07543 179469
Charity no. SCO11946

NEILL

On 10th January 2022, Janet Mary Neill, nee
Grieve, dear wife of the late Magnus, much loved
mum to Susan, Magnus and Lorna, beloved sister
to John, amazing granny to Taylor, Riley, Adrian,
Steven, Lee, Michael and Nicole, great granny to
Eli and Noah in South Africa.
Funeral will take place at Langholm Cemetery on
Thursday 20th January at 12 noon.
All friends respectfully invited, family flowers only,
donations in lieu in to Marie Curie.

Thanks for Sympathy

Thank You

Canonbie Churches
welcome you to
Worship on Sunday
morning at 10am and
11:30 respectively.
19/12 will be a
Christingle service. In
line with government
guidance Worshippers
are advised to do a
Lateral Flow test on
Sunday morning and
will be required to
adhere to current Covid
restrictions.
Rev Morag Crossan
on 07861736071 or
email mcrossan@
churchofscotland.org.uk

Janet Grieve

I would like to wish family, friends
and colleagues all the best for the
new year and many thanks for all
the gifts and good wishes on my
retirement.

ARMSTRONG, Jenny

Following the death of my mother Janet
Armstrong on 25th December, 2021, I, on behalf
of the family wish to express our most sincere
gratitude for the amazing support and caring
remarks we have received at this time. Mother,
who was a resident in Notwen House Care Home,
passed away in Dumfries and Galloway Royal
Infirmary after a short illness. She was 98 years
old. During her time in Notwen she received
excellent Care and the staff in DGRI did all they
could. We would also like to thank Langholm
Parish Church, Thomas Hope Hospital and
Langholm Day Centre for the support they gave
to mother in the time she lived in Langholm.
Denis Male

In Memoriam

Brown

In loving memory of Susan who
passed away 17th January 2020.

On Angels wings you were taken away
but in my heart you will always stay.
Johnny

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Overnight closures at Teviothead

The A7 at Teviothead

Photo: Google StreetView

The A7 north of Langholm will be
closed overnight at Teviothead for
10 nights for resurfacing work
between 19:30 and 06:00 from
Monday 17th January to Friday
28th January, excluding Saturday
and Sunday nights. Once
completed, the improved road
surface will stretch up to the
Johnnie Armstrong Gallery.
Then a second phase of works on
Monday 7 February to Tuesday 9
February, will see the A7 closed for
2 nights, from just south of Hawick
High School to the town’s Sandbed
Roundabout. The route will be shut
to motorists between 19:30 and 06:00
Overnight diversions will be
signposted between Hawick and
Canonbie via the A6088, B6357 and
B7201 for the duration of the works.
Transport Scotland’s operating company BEAR Scotland says the
Emergency services will have access
through the works at all times and
local access for residents will be
maintained when it’s safe to pass
through the area.

A total of 3.2km of carriageway will
be resurfaced, creating smoother
journeys for motorists.
Tommy Deans, the South East
Network Manager for BEAR Scotland,
said: “These surfacing improvements
will help to address the defects on
this section of the A7 and will greatly
improve the experience for motorists.
“It is essential for safety that we
close the road during these works,
however we’ve arranged for the project to take place overnight to minimise the impact.
“We thank motorists and the local
community in advance for their
patience and understanding. We’ll
do all we can to complete the work
as quickly and safely as possible.”
The company says all work is
weather dependent and subject to
postponement or cancellation in the
event of adverse conditions.
Real time journey information is
available from Traffic Scotland on
www.trafficscotland.org, twitter at
@trafficscotland or the mobile site
my.trafficscotland.org

Create your own comics

A new weekly after school club is being
set up to teach youngsters about the
art of creating comic strips.
Participants will learn how to sketch
comic art, come up with ideas, build characters, and use digital software. The programme will be delivered by Outpost Arts,
in a way which organisers say will be fun
and achievable.
The club will be led by Natalya Smith, a
final year illustration student at University
of Cumbria, with support from Lucy
MacLeod, the director of Outpost Arts.
It will take place in a new project hub at
Buccleuch Mills, in the old Langholm
Initiative Office and is scheduled to run
every week from Wednesday Feb 2nd
until the end of June.

We welcome Penny as
new community editor

Penny Johnstone brings her positivity and experience to the E&L
A big Hello and Happy 2022 to our readers. I’m
really looking forward to finding out about all
the issues that are most important to you in
the months ahead and to discovering as much
as I can about Eskdale and Liddesdale.
A little bit about me. I’m a Borders girl and grew
up in farming life, surviving lambings in Selkirkshire
and then Berwickshire, where I also spent many
holidays tattie howking and shawing nips. I love
being with horses and dogs, reading and writing. I
raised my family in Annandale and most recently
in Carlisle and it feels very good to be driving back
across the Border to work every day.
Early last year, I returned to my broadcasting
work after a long spell away working in the holiday
business and running events. I’m currently working
part-time for the BBC in Dumfries, reporting weekly
from the Court and delivering local news bulletins
on BBC Radio Scotland. And I’m hoping that my
work with you in my new role as Community Editor
on this paper will give me an even more enjoyable
working week.
Our office door is always open, so please come
and say hello. Bring us your ideas and interests for
the paper, we’re always looking for happy and
positive stories to cheer us up, and for new
contributors too!

ANNANDALE

Community
Transport Services (ACTS)
contacted us to ask for help
as they are down to two
volunteer drivers for their
VW Caddy community car
based in Langholm.
Manager Janet Saunders
spoke to the E&L and said:
“There is still a high demand
for the service with visits to
hospitals every week. With the
shortage of drivers, we’ve had
to borrow volunteers from
across Annandale to cover and
one volunteer driver came from
Moffat. If it’s a patient needing
to be in DGRI for 8am, the
vehicle would need to leave no
later than 6.45am”. She went
on to say she understands some
volunteer drivers have safety
concerns during the pandemic
but our vehicles are sanitised
between trips, have a protective
screen fitted between driver
and passengers and everyone
wears masks during the journey. We take the utmost care
and attention and put the safety
of our volunteer drivers and
passengers above all else.
Funding for the Caddy was

provided by the Langholm
Charitable Trusts, Dumfries
and Galloway Regionwide
Community Fund and Muirhall
Energy Limited in 2020.
Speaking on behalf of the
Langholm Charitable Trusts,
John Elliot said: “This is a vital
service to the Langholm area
and clearly in demand.”
One of the two existing volunteers, Peter Eyre from Bentpath said: “It’s a very satisfying
thing to do, I get to meet lots of
people from all walks of life
and every trip is different. With
Covid starting to wane and hospitals now offering routine
operations there is an increase
in users for the service.
“The hospital at Dumfries is
out of the way for some people
and by using this vital service it
reduces the anxiety for patients
having
to
drive
themselves. Same goes for travel to
Edinburgh,
Glasgow
or
Newcastle hospitals. The driver
is separated with a Perspex
screen and everyone is asked to
wear a mask, the Caddy is sanitised between trips and I feel
very safe and secure while driving. I would encourage anyone
with spare time on their hands to
volunteer, we would hate to lose

Body found
in woodland

Police say the body of a missing
Annan man was discovered in
woodlands north of Langholm on
30 December.
Officers informed the family of
45 year old James Turner after he
was found near Holmhead.
Mr Turner had been missing
from home for two days. Police
say there are no suspicious circumstances and a report has been
submitted to the Procurator
Fiscal.
____________________

Davidson’s
Chemists

Penny will combine her work broadcasting for the BBC
with the job of community editor at the E&L

Born in the Borders and raised on a farm Penny
has a love for horses and dogs

Lack of volunteers threatens service
by Sharon Tolson
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The ACTS car with its funders. Lack of volunteer drivers is a real problem

this vital service in our area. You
don’t need to be retired, anyone
from age 25 to 73 with a clean
driver’s licence can apply.”

For more information
call the ACTS office on
01576 203053 from
Monday to Friday,
9am to 12pm.

A message for our valued
patients and customers
As the number of cases of the
Omicron variant of COVID-19
is rapidly increasing this is affecting
our staffing capacity. Although our
teams are superheroes, they are
not immune to the virus.
We would like to inform you
that this may result in varied or
reduced opening hours, such as
closing for lunch. We aim to provide all of our patients and customers with as much warning of
any operational changes as we
can but these changes may have
to happen at short notice. We do
apologise for this however we
need to adapt accordingly.
Our reduced teams are working
extremely hard to continue to
provide the level of service you
are used to. We would really
appreciate your patience during
this time, our teams are trying
their best with this added pressure.
Please be kind.
In order to free up our phone
lines for urgent calls, we ask that
you don’t phone to check if your
prescription is ready at this time.
You can use our form on our
website to do so:
h t t p s : / / w w w. d a v i d s o n schemists.co.uk/prescriptionready.../
If you are visiting our pharmacies you must wear a mask. As
well as keeping you safe, this
also keeps our teams safe and
healthy to be able to provide vital
services for your communities.
Thank you for your continued
support and understanding

Book
Booyour
k youeyetest
r eyetest ttoday
oday
Personal
fromyour
your
Personalcare
careand
andattention
attention from
first
withus.
us.
firstappointment
appointment with
Spectacles
ContactLenses
Lenses
Spectaclesand
& Contact
to suit
to
suitall
all budgets
budgets

ERIC
HAGAN

Longtown
Tel: 01228 791664
Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

O P T I C I A N S

www erichaganopticians co uk

Boys run for Shelter
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IN BRIEF
Break-in
shocks
community Jude and Hamish raise astonishing amount for homeless charity

A Langholm family say they’re
still in shock after a distressing
break-in at their home in
Henry Street in the town.
Vi and Charlie Graham
arrived back at their flat with
their fifteen year old grandson
Shaun after a happy evening
out at the Panto in the
Buccleuch Centre to find what
they described as a scene of
‘total carnage’ and an intruder
making himself at home in
their sitting room.
‘It was a frightening experience,’ said Vi. ‘The house was
in complete chaos with furniture broken and a trail of blood
smeared all over the walls.’
The intruder appeared to have
a gash to his face.
The most distressing part Vi
said was waiting half an hour
for the police to arrive after
she raised the alarm. Her husband Charlie sat with the man
waiting for officers to arrive.
The intruder was fortunately
quite placid throughout their
wait, said Vi.
The Graham family would
like to thank their friends for
all their ongoing support during
what they say has been a most
unnerving and difficult few
weeks. “You just don’t expect
this sort of thing to happen in
a quiet community like
Langholm,” said Vi.
Police say a local man was
arrested on December 16 and
taken into custody in
connection with the incident.

By Gilly Fraser

When Newcastleton eight
year olds Jude Musson and
Hamish Laing decided to
set themselves a challenge
to raise money for charity,
they hoped they might
make as much as £100.
Instead, they smashed their
target to smithereens by
raising more than £1500
and they did it by running
a mile every day for thirty
days.
Hamish says they decided
to raise the money for the
homeless charity Shelter after
seeing people living on the
streets during a trip to
Edinburgh.
‘We chose Shelter because
it helps people and includes
everyone,’ he says. 'We
decided to do running
because we like running and
it's good exercise and keeps
you fit.'
The challenge wasn’t always
easy – or fun. Jude admits
there were times when he
really couldn’t face running,
especially if the weather was
bad. But he had a strong
supporter to help him on his
way.
‘Sometimes I really didn’t

want to go for a run if the
weather was horrible,’ he
says. ‘I was sometimes
grumpy, but Mum reminded
me why I was doing it.’
The boys usually ran
together in the village, but
Hamish also managed to
clock up a few miles on the
family farm where he lives.
Not surprisingly, Shelter
bosses were very impressed
with the boys’ dedication to
the cause and their success
in raising so much money.
“They told us they were very
proud of us and gave us
badges and t-shirts,” Jude
says. “They did a Zoom talk
to my class to explain what
they do to help people and
they’ve promised to come to
the school and do an Assembly after Covid.”
Hamish and Jude’s classmates at Newcastleton
Primary School were also
very proud of their friends
and showed their support by
joining them on the last day
to run the final mile together.

Above:
Some of Jude and Hamish’s
classmates at Newcastleton
Primary joined them for the final
mile.

Left:
Jude Musson (left) and Hamish
Laing decided to raise money for
the homeless charity Shelter after
seeing people living on the streets
during a trip to Edinburgh.

Eskdale Wildlife Group Cambridge life for Lucy

Tom Irving, wildlife expert, with his favourite bird, a barn owl.

By John Halliday

This is a photo of a slide taken
in 1981 of my old friend,
neighbour and mentor Tom
Irving with his favourite bird,
the barn owl (this one has
one eye closed!). Tom died 10
years later in 1991. Now as
we end 2021 I am sharing a
short tribute to Tom with you.
Tom was one of Langholm's
pioneer ornithologists, conservationists and wildlife photographers who I was privileged

to meet in the 1960's. It was
then that Tom established the
Eskdale & Liddesdale Ornithologists Club, took me under his
wing at the inaugural meeting
and ignited my passion for birds
and the Langholm countryside.
Vision
We spent many happy days
together monitoring birds of
prey, ravens, barn owls and
black grouse, putting up nest
boxes for pied flycatchers and
planting oak trees in the lower
Tarras Woods. Tom would have

been the first to celebrate the
creation of the Tarras Valley
Nature Reserve which was
always our vision.
Lower Tarras was Tom's
favourite haunt where he
enjoyed sharing his knowledge
and passion for birds with
people. I hope I have the
opportunity to do the same soon
and I look forward to meeting
more of you in person in the
coming year. I wish all members
of the Eskdale Wildlife Group
a Happy and Healthy New Year.

Local teen Lucy McCulloch
heads back to her studies at
Cambridge University this
weekend, where she hopes
face to face learning will still
be available to her. The 19
year old student is reading
Spanish and History at
Queens College. Lucy says
she’s adjusted well to living
away from her family and
home in Eskdalemuir, where
she grew up, but says it’s always great to get back to her
roots, and especially to her
horse Tia, who she’s been
spending quality time with
over the holidays.
Securing her place at
Cambridge in 2020 was a
major achievement. Lucy says
her A-Level grades weren’t always looking good but she says
once she buckled down and focused on her goal, she felt anything was possible. Her secret,
she thinks, was managing to direct the course of her entrance
interview, which she attended
in person pre-covid, around
subjects she felt really comfortable with. Lucy chose to talk

Lucy loves spending time with her horse Tia at home in Eskdalemuir

about Basque Nationalism
from
her
summertime experiences in Madrid and
how it compares with Scottish
Nationalism, which she says
was fortunately something
quite unique to talk about.
Lucy hopes to head to Latin
America this summer to take
up a teaching job with The
British Council. The plan is to
have most of her third year
there in a Spanish speaking

country before returning to
Cambridge to face her final
exams in 2023.
A former pupil of Austin
Friars in Carlisle, she’s already
thinking about life beyond
Cambridge and is interested in
applying for a Masters in International Relations, hopefully at
the University of St Andrews or
at Edinburgh. Good Luck Lucy,
we wish you all the best in your
future endeavours!

Opposition to Faw Side
windfarm steps up a gear
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser • Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

Thursday January 13 2022, 5

Local campaigners are to make their voices heard by Scottish Ministers

HOPSRIG & LOGANHEAD
WIND FARMS

How the valley may look with towering wind turbines

Campaigners are stepping
up their opposition to
plans for a large scale
windfarm at Faw Side. 45
turbines are planned for
the site, with 40 of them
having tip heights of 200m.
The proposed development
straddles large scenic areas
of Dumfries and Galloway
and the Scottish Borders,
running up the west side of
the A7 in the Ewes valley.
Locals against the move
believe the wind farm would
have a highly detrimental
impact both visually and
socio-economically. They say
all the turbines would require
aviation lighting, which
means there would be a
large scale visual impact on
the landscape both at night
and during the day. The turbines would also significantly
impact the views of many of
the much valued 'Langholm
Walks'.
The development by
Edinburgh based Community
Windpower Ltd is also being
opposed by Scottish Borders
Council worried about its
affect on the landscape and
by the Ministry of Defence
concerned about its impact
on the RAF and its low flying.
Local people say they’re disappointed that Dumfries &
Galloway Council has still
to make clear its standing
on the issue. The Scottish
Government has initiated a
public enquiry to decide on
the planning application.

John Beechey from the
Faw Side Community Group
(FSCG) says a fundraising
appeal is now underway to
engage legal help, to speak
on behalf of the group at
the public inquiry, due to
take place in July.
The group has been
inspired by a similar move
by locals in Sanquhar, who
made themselves heard at
a public inquiry into a smaller
windfarm development near
the town, the outcome of
which is still pending.
Faw Side Community
Group say they’re adamant
that the opposition voices
of residents in Langholm,
Ewes, Westerkirk and Teviotdale will be heard by Scottish
Ministers.
Community Windpower Ltd
says its investment would
generate £14 million for a
community benefit fund over
its lifetime and more than
£150 million for local councils
through business rates.
A campaign meeting to garner support to try to halt the
Faw Side development will
be held in Ewes Hall on
Wednesday 26th January at
7.30pm. Anyone interested
in becoming a member of
FSCG should contact the
group’s administrator, John
Beechey
by
email:
john@jaystudio.co.uk
Voluntary donations will be
accepted on the night to
cover hall hire and administration costs.

Public Drop-In
Sessions
Muirhall Energy invites local residents and
community groups to come along to hear
the latest news on Hopsrig and Loganhead
Wind Farms.
Members of the Muirhall team will be able to provide updates on both
projects, and share details of the recently submied applicaons.
We will also outline how these projects will build on the success of
Crossdykes through addional community investment funds and further
shared ownership opportunies.
To allow the drop-in sessions to proceed safely, mask-wearing and social
distancing guidance will be observed.

Where to find us:
BUCCLEUCH CENTRE, LANGHOLM
Monday 17th January
4pm to 7.30pm

BENTPATH VILLAGE HALL
Tuesday 18th January
4pm to 7.30pm
Community investment is central to what we do

www.muirhallenergy.co.uk
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Farming on the Border

Much greater penalties
for livestock worrying
In association with
C & D AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

With the lambing season underway, dog owners are
being reminded of the greater penalties in force if their
canines worry or attack sheep and other livestock. New
efforts are being made to make the dog walking public
more aware of the recently updated legislation. The
Protection of Livestock (Amendment) (Scotland) Act
came into force in November and now protects a larger
group of farmed animals.

The campaign by The Scottish
Partnership Against Rural Crime
(SPARC) is called ‘It’s Your
Dog - Your Responsibility’. It’s
being run through the lambing
season, when sheep and lambs
are most vulnerable to attacks
and will be run again in the
autumn.
Owners are being asked to
enjoy the countryside responsibly, to keep their dog in sight
and under control and if in
doubt, to use a lead, especially
near livestock
The need to communicate the
new measures was shown in a
recent survey by rural insurer

NFU Mutual. Only 4% of dog
owners surveyed realised they
could be fined up to £40,000 if
their dog attacked livestock and
only 22% knew they could be
sent to prison for such an
offence.
As many of us rural folk will
know, dog attacks on livestock
have serious financial and emotional consequences for farmers
and their families. It’s every
dog’s instinct to chase, even if
they are usually obedient and
good with other animals. Chasing by dogs can do serious damage to sheep, even if the dog
doesn’t catch them. The stress

C&D Auction Marts Limited had forward 9,079 sheep comprising of 6,050
prime hoggs and 3,029 cast ewes &
rams at their weekly sale at Longtown
on Thursday 6th January 2022.
A small show of cast cows were forward to a competitive ringside of buyers.
The sale topped at 124p for an Ayrshire
cow from E & DE Horn, Slack House,
Gilsland. More numbers required on a
weekly basis.
A larger show of 6,050 prime hoggs
were forward to the same ring of purchasers ensuring all classes were still actively sought after albeit 10ppk less on
the week, mainly due to the heavier sorts
being harder to place.
Beltex hoggs led the way topping the
price per kilo at 343p from J Watson &
Co., Bowsden Moor, Berwick, with several other pens of well bred hoggs breaking 310ppk.
Topping the sale per head of £185 for
Texel hoggs also consigned from Bowsden Moor, as plenty of sheep sold over
£150+
All classes easier across the board
whilst better bred well finished heavies,
exports and lightweights still proved very
good to sell.
All classes of well fed and properly finished prime hoggs are keenly sought
after on a weekly basis to satisfy an evergrowing customer base here at Longtown. For further enquiries please
contact our auctioneers who will be

pleased to take your calls.
An overall sale average of 274.6p
(SQQ 276.7p) was achieved.
PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER KILO)
Beltex 343p Bowsden Moor, 337p High
Hall, 333p Prior House, 329p Paddockhole, 322p Drummuie.
Texel 327p Cadgillhead, 322p, 313p
Haresteads, 312p Breckon Hill, 311p
Haresteads, 308p Clonrae & Paddockhole, 307p Cadgillhead & Low Glendinning Rigg, 305p Pilmuir, High
Mossthorn, Cumcrook & Maidencots.
Dutch Texel 310p, 306p Burn House.
Mule 305p Woodfoot, 287p Heathery
Hall, 286p Parkhill, 274p Roughet Hill,
272p, 271p Shield Farm, 271p Minsca,
270p High Mossthorn & Breckon Hill.
Suffolk 300p Chirdon, 295p Maidencots, 287p Chirdon, 283p Cowburnrigg,
282p Carran, 281p Maidencots, 279p
Hallburn & Blackcleugh, 278p Breckon
Hill.
Hill Cheviot 300p Haresteads, 289p
Pendicle, 287p Annandale Estate, 286p
Parkhill, 284p Todsykehead, 283p West
Millhills & North House.
Charollais 294p Harden & Basco
Dykehead, 293p Clatequoy & Basco
Dykehead.
Blackface 289p, 283p, 280p Parkhill,
279p Cowburnrigg, 278p Hole Farm,
277p Haresteads, 275p Burnfoot.
Herdwick 289p Pendicle.
North Country Cheviot 282p Western-

of worrying can cause sheep to
die and pregnant ewes to miscarry their lambs.
Sheep fleeing from dogs are
often killed or seriously injured
by their panicked attempts to
escape, causing damage to fencing and field boundaries. And
dogs chasing ewes and lambs
can cause mis-mothering issues,
with lambs dying from starvation
or hypothermia when they
become separated from their
mother. Dog bites can cause
death in sheep or cause them to
be put down at a later date, as
well as incurring large vet bills,
in less severe cases.

Surge

NFU Mutual figures show the
UK cost of dog attacks on livestock rose by 50% in the first
quarter of 2021, compared to
the same period the previous
year, as the pandemic led to a
surge in dog ownership and

Police Scotland, NFU Scotland and other stakeholders joined together to launch a campaign highlighting
new penalties for those who fail to keep their dogs under control

countryside visits.
The amendments to the law
were unanimously approved by
MSPS in Holyrood and were
introduced by farmers daughter
and South Scotland MSP Emma
Harper, as a Private Members
Bill. Ms Harper says she took
action after hearing of many

horrific incidents of dogs tearing
into sheep and other livestock
and then discovering the existing
legislation was 68 years old and
needed modernising.
The definition of livestock has
also been altered to include
alpacas, lamas, buffalo, ostriches, game birds and farmed deer,

a move supported by the farming
community and animal welfare
groups. The police now have
greater powers to investigate
an offence and can go onto land
to seize a dog. The Courts also
have the power to ban a convicted person from owning a
dog.

Ettrickshaws.
Hill Cheviot £126 Whitchester, £123.50,
£122 Falnash.
A similar show of 3,029 ewes were forward all classes proving sharper on
the week with heavy ewes and best
Beltex/Texel ewes in big demand and
short of purchaser requirements.
Texel ewes topped at £230 from J
Connell Farms, Wanton Walls, Lauder,
with any amount of ewes selling £200+
Suffolk ewes topped at £195 for an outstanding ewe consigned by Mossburnford.
Hill ewes were forward in great numbers topping at £115 for Blackface ewes
consigned by DA & MA Teasdale,
Grindon Hill, Haydon Bridge with others
to £114 from J & D Longlands Ltd, Tone
Hall, Hexham.
Heavy Mule ewes sold to £133 from
High House, Lockerbie.
Rams sold to blistering rates topping at
£182 for Texels from Eastside.
All quantities of ewes are required for
this week’s sale as the ewe trade is set
to hold firm and more ewes can be sold
on a weekly basis to vendor’s advantage.
Please do not hesitate to contact our
auctioneers for further entries or
enquiries.
HEAVY EWES
Texel £230 Wanton Walls, £220 Beckfoot & Bowsden Moor, £218 Mossburnford, £216 Bardnaclaven, £212 Wanton
Walls, £210 Woodcroft & Mossburnford,

£208 Bardnaclaven, £205 Prior House,
£200 Bowsden Moor, Viewley & Woodcroft.
Rouge £220 Crawfordhall.
Suffolk £195 Mossburnford, £172
Burgh Head, £166 Smailholm Mains,
£165 Maulscastle, £164 Wood Farm,
£160 Bowsden Moor.
Beltex £180 High Greenhill & Wood
Farm, £178 Bowsden Moor, £170
Lairdlaugh.
Charollais £180 Thackwood, £175
Heatherglen, £160 Eastside.
Blue Texel £168 Northfield Park, £158
Somerfield House.
Bluefaced Leicester £164 Burnfoot,
£150 Eastside.
North Country Cheviot £154 High
Moat, £139 Bardnaclaven, £135 High
Moat, £130 Buchtrig.
Border Leicester £146, £130 Smailholm Mains.
Cheviot Mule £133 Bardnaclaven,
£129 Oxnam Estate, £128 Thornington.
Mule £133 High House, £129 Hassendean, £128 Lairdlaugh, £127
Grindon Hill, £126 Eastside, £125
Thornington, £124 Wanton Walls &
Kirkland, £122 Hassendean, £120 Ridsdale, Grindon Hill & Wood Farm.
LIGHT EWES
Blackface £115 Grindon Hill, £114
Tone Hall, £106 Grindon Hill, £99 Allfornaught, £97 Viewley & Tone Hall, £93
Grindon Hill, £91 Heatherglen, £90
Tone Hall.

Hill Cheviot £102 Allfornaught, £99
Butchtrig, £98 Millriggs, £95 Buchtrig,
Allfornaught & Glendearg, £93 Solwaybank, £90 Buchtrig.
Kerry Hill £86 Coxhill.
Swaledale £81 Stanger Hill, £80
Sheepriggs.
RAMS
Texel £182 Eastside, £175 The Height,
£172, £170 Eastside, £172 Viewley,
£170 Beckfoot.
Suffolk £170 Hassendean, £165 Tone
Hall, £162 Milnholm.
Zwartble £160 Housebyers.
Charollais £155 Viewley, £145 Lanehead.
Cheviot £145 Falnash, £120 Castle
Crawford & Milnholm.
North Country Cheviot £145 Cairnside.
Beltex £145 Beckfoot.
Berrichon £138 Eastside.
Blackface £135 Tone Hall, £120
Harden.

Around the marts

hopeburn.
Cheviot Mule 277p, 274p Dodgsonstown, 273p Kirkbride, 270p Millantae.
Swaledale 265p Low Stokoe.

PRINCIPAL PRICE (PER HEAD)
Texel £185 Bowsden Moor, £174 Aspatria Hall & Viewley, £170 Bowsden
Moor, £168 Longrigg, £162 Aspatria
Hall, £160 Greenbeck, £58 Crawthat,
£156 Aspatria Hall, £155 Mains of
Collin.
Beltex £170, £168 Prior House, £165
Bowsden Moor & High Hall, £152 Prior
House, £150 Bowsden Moor & High
Mossthorn, £148 High Stenries, £146
Aspatria Hall, £145 Comlongun Mains
Cottage, High Hall & Paddockhole.
North Country Cheviot £152 Crawfordhall.
Charollais £150 Viewley, £140 Thackwood.
Mule £148 Westernhopeburn, £133 Aspatria Hall, £128.50 Clonrae, £128
Wood Farm, £127 Hallburn.
Suffolk £147 Hallburn, £146 Comlongun Mains Cottage, £144 Cowburnrigg, £142 Breckon Hill, £139 Wood
Farm, £137 Hallburn, £135 Tinnishall &
Millriggs.
Cheviot Mule £147, £134.50 Dodgsonstown.
Half-bred £142 High Moat.
Dutch Texel £132, £130 Burn House.
Blackface £127 Hole Farm, £123.50
Ellenbank, £122 Hole Farm, £121.50

Averages:
Hoggs
Light to
327.0p (263.1p)
Standard to 315.0p (276.7p)
Medium to 329.0p (278.5p)
Heavy to
343.0p (270.3p)
Ewes
Light to
£115.00 (£68.00)
Heavy to
£230.00 (£122.34)
Rams
£182.00 (£120.06)

Hospitality industry woes
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Isolation rules alone have had a profound effect on business

> From page 1
John’s business, like many
others, was further impacted
by an outbreak of covid in the
town after Boxing Day. Seven
or eight people tested positive
after a get together which then
led to all their households and
contacts isolating.
“Historically we are very busy
with Hogmanay breaks. We
were looking at around 50 for
dinner but in the end had only
16 customers. Hopefully we’ll
see some normality returning
over the next three to four
weeks”.
Steven and Sam Park at the
Crown Hotel say the festive
season was very tough on them
too. Business on Christmas Day
was good but they were forced
to close for four days before
the New Year due to the local
covid outbreak. Steven says a
reduction in the seven day isolation rule to five days would
be a help. His hotel was open
for Hogmanay but with only a
handful of customers, time was
called before the Bells at 11pm.
The Buck Hotel has also had
a difficult time and was shut
over New Year. Owner Norman
Gormley says he’s looking

ahead now to February and the
start of the Six Nations Ruby
on 5th February, when he hopes
the Scotland - England game
at Murrayfield will bring the
punters back in.
The Pentonbridge Inn enjoyed
a full house on Christmas Day
but the fine dining pub, which
was recently awarded 3 AA
Rosettes, closed for New Year
after suffering cancellations.
“People were just too nervous
about mixing,” says Marketing
Manager Abbie Deeb. Abbie
says she’s feeling hopeful
though for 2022 and looking
forward to welcoming diners
back on 27th January, when
the Inn reopens after a two
week break.

Performances

The Buccleuch Centre in
Langholm was badly hit over
the festive period, with multiple
performances having to be cancelled after the current restrictions on large events came into
force in early last month.
Programming Manager Alan
Weatherstone says the Centre
is off to a bad start this year
with the RSNO Viennese Gala
that was due to perform last

Langholm’s Buccleuch Centre has had to cancel a number of shows as a result of covid restrictions

weekend having to be pulled
due to the size of its 70 strong
orchestra; a very big event in
the Spring Calendar with a 160
people buying tickets.
“There was talk of one metre
distancing, which is absolutely
impractical for the Buccleuch
Centre, so we just had to make
the decision and it’s heart
breaking,”said Alan.
“And the knock for the town
is enormous, as you’re talking
about a large number of people

not having pre-theatre suppers
in the restaurants in the town,
or staying the night.”
Legends of American Country
has also been cancelled at the
end of this month due to a lack
of sales, as people are reluctant
to buy tickets. And the first
two shows in February have
been cancelled, The Bohemians
and Twist And Shout.
“People are reluctant to book,
ticket sales are greatly down,”
said Alan.

“It’s a little bit unclear from
the Scottish government, they’re
saying you should only mix
with two or three households
at home but then not saying
that you can’t go to the theatre.”
“We’ve been quite lucky to
get some funding to keep us
going but the main difference
now is that furlough is not
available, so hopefully this will
pass very quickly.”

IN BRIEF

Free buses
for Scots
under 22

Young people across Dumfries
and Galloway and the
Scottish Borders are being
encouraged to apply for a
new Free Bus Travel Scheme.
It’s hoped the initiative by
the Scottish Government will
benefit thousands of Under
22’s. It aims to provide unlimited free bus travel to all young
people in Scotland between the
ages of 5 -21 years old.
It’s hoped the scheme will
help to take the pressure off
finances and improve access
to education, leisure, and work.
Recent research from Transport Scotland showed 70% of
young people would use public
transport more frequently if
there was no charge for it.
The move is environmentally
beneficial with the use of public
transport one of the most
effective ways of cutting
emissions from cars.
To access the scheme, young
people must apply for a new
or replacement National
Entitlement Card (NEC) –
also known as a YoungScot
Card – by the 31st of January
2022. This can be done online
at https://young.scot/theyoung-scot-card

JOIN
OUR
TEAM
STEER YOUR CAREER IN A NEW DIRECTION
We are looking for experienced and trainee bus
drivers to join our growing team.
If you fancy a new career and would like to become a trainee bus
driver, we oﬀer training up to the value of £2000* combined with
helpful assistance to guide you through the process. Roles are
available in our Galashiels, St Boswells and Berwick-upon-Tweed
depots. *T&C’s apply
Contact:
info@bordersbuses.co.uk
call us on 01896 754350
or scan the QR code
to visit our careers site.

Walk the Walk...stepping out in the New Year
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Walking columnist Gavin Graham tells us about Langholm Walks Group and looks forward to some grand hikes throughout 2022

s we step into another walking year, I would
like to offer an update on our Langholm
Walks Group, remembering our past
successes and looking forward to new projects.

The Langholm Walks group
began in 2000 after The
Langholm Initiative completed
a project creating 10 waymarked walks in the area.
The idea was to promote
Langholm as a destination
for walkers and the Walks
Group started this by holding
the first Langholm Walking
Festival. This was planned
for the spring of 2001, but
Foot and Mouth struck and
for the rest of that year all
walks were closed. So the
first Walking Festival was
held in May 2002 and soon
became a regular event until
the last one in 2012. The
Festivals were very successful and really put Langholm
on the map as a walking
destination.
They were followed by the
annual Muckle Toon Adventure Festival which included
walking as one of its many
activities and this was held
for another seven years until

2019.
The first Langholm Walks
Booklet was a very simple
publication and proved so
successful it grew into a bigger publication two years later. This was a sell out and
replaced by another £2 publication, featuring 14 waymarked walks, including four
new ones. By 2013, this new
publication had almost sold
out, so yet another was commissioned. This next one was
more elaborate, with each
walk illustrated on an A4
page with a description on
one side and an OS Map indicating the route on the other. These pages were contained in a plastic folder and
1500 were printed for launch
in Autumn 2014, at £5 per
booklet. These sold extremely
well and as we start 2022,
there are only 400 or so left.
We have a plan to begin
working on a reprint of this
booklet for 2022/23 probably

Walk 9: Calfield Rigg and Mid Hill

with an additional walk, making a total of 15 waymarked
walks. The production cost
of the Walking Booklet in
2014 was about £5000, which
included a licence from Ordnance Survey (OS) for publication of the maps. The
money was raised from local
businesses and Charitable
Trusts. Our next Booklet will
be linked to a new website
which we hope will have good
quality maps for visitors to
download to enable them to
follow our local routes. Another licence will be obtained
from OS to enable the downloads of maps. This project
will cost in the region of
£10,000 and work will begin
this year raising funds for it.
It may be that this will be the
last printed Walking Booklet
published in our digital future,
though I think some people
will always want a nice booklet to hand, so we’ll see what
the future brings.

Trusts

Langholm Walks Group
have recently raised £6,000
from local Charitable Trusts
and we are setting out this
Spring to replace many of
the broken picnic tables and
benches on our walks with
recycled tables and benches.
We have a problem looming
as our Committee of seven
has an average age of well
over 70 and we’re looking to
secure younger enthusiasts
to take the work of the
Langholm Walks Group into
the future. We’re planning
an Annual General Meeting
for February or March, when
I hope new members will
come forward, wanting to be
involved, to help continue
the good work of the last 21
years. There is no doubt that
Langholm has become a
popular walking destination
and with The Tarras Valley
Nature Reserve now a reality,
walking in our area will become even more popular.
Although we were not set
up as a Walking Club, all our
committee members are
keen walkers. I only started
walking seriously 20 years
ago but find it a great activity
and it certainly helps to keep
me fit. I have walked the
length and breadth of the
country and especially enjoy

Near Potholm Farm on Walk 4: Potholm and Castle Hill

Stunning views on Walk 8: Target Burn and Whita Hill

Walk 1: the wee bridge over the Becks Burn

walking with my small group
of friends, nicknamed The
Last of the Summer Wine
Walkers, by our group member David. With modern technology, it has become very
easy to record your walks
and I would recommend that
anybody starting to walk regularly buys a Fitbit or an
Apple watch, so you can keep
track of the miles you cover.
It’s best to start with an easy
walk and build up slowly as
you get fitter. I started with a
mile every morning and now
it’s around four miles, with
two longer walks in the week,
meaning I now average five
miles a day over the year.
In 2005, I set out to walk
on every inhabited Scottish
Island and to date I have
walked on 56 of them. In
May this year, I’m headed
for a week on North Uist,
when I will walk the two small
islands of Baleshare and
Flodaigh, completing my collection of Outer Hebridean
Islands.
In September, I’ll visit the
Island of Coll in the Inner
Hebrides. That will leave me
with a couple of the small

The Langholm Walks Booklet

Isles in the Inner Hebrides
and 10 in the Orkney and
Shetland Islands to complete
my total. It’s doubtful if I’ll
ever complete my target as
the latter isles are the most
difficult ones to reach and it
will take several trips but I’ll
give it my best shot!
I include with this article a
photograph of some of the
walks in The Langholm Walks
Booklet and I hope readers
will give walking a go in 2022,
enjoying the beautiful countryside we have in this area.
We are very fortunate to have
such a collection of lovely
walks on our doorstep and
should make full advantage

of them. Head out on your
own or with a friend and try
to make it a weekly occasion,
combining it perhaps with a
picnic or a lunch out. Maybe
once a month or so, you can
explore further afield, as there
are hundreds of good walks
within thirty minutes to an
hour’s drive from Langholm:
then it becomes a real adventure! If you are keen, then
start exploring the fabulous
Scottish Islands and that will
become a real passion, taking
you to some of the most
beautiful places in the world,
without
even
leaving
Scotland
__________________.

www.langholmwalks.co.uk
langholmwalks@gmail.com

Gavin among the bluebells

Langholm Walks Book
available from –
Welcome to Langholm,
E & L Advertiser,
The Paper Shop,
The Buccleuch Centre,
or by emailing the above
address.
The price is £5
plus £1.50 if posted.

IN BRIEF

“Recharge in Nature”
aimed at green drivers
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
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Fly tipping
on the rise

Cases of fly tipping rose sharply
last year, doubling to 657 in
Dumfries and Galloway but
only a small number were prosecuted. 37 offenders were
caught and issued with £200
fixed penalty notices. The Data
was published by the Scottish
Liberal Democrats, who say the
latest figures across Scotland
show that the dumping of rubbish is effectively being
legalised. They’re calling on all
councils to take measures to
deter repeat offenders. The
Scottish Government says it’s
considering doubling fines and
exploring the possibility of civil
penalties.
____________________

18,000 on
waiting list

New Figures show that 17,940
people in NHS Dumfries and
Galloway were waiting to see
a health specialist at the end
of 30 September last year
Of these, 541 were waiting
more than a year for treatment
in the local NHS.
Figures for the NHS Scottish
Borders show 12,297 patients
were waiting for hospital
appointments as of the end of
September.

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

New app will help us on the journey to net zero by 2050

With Langholm’s first electric vehicle charging station
due to open early this year, it coincides with an innovative
pilot by dynamic start-up Electrek Explorer called
“Recharge in Nature” with the rolling out of an App for
visitors to enjoy nature and wildlife while reducing
their carbon footprint.

“Electrek Explorer” is a
mission-focussed company aiming to tackle the climate crisis
by promoting low-carbon, electric vehicle travel and naturebased tourism. It’s teamed up
with NatureScot and the
Southern Upland Partnership.
Funding support has come from
the South of Scotland Destination Alliance as well as a number
of other organisations to support
this pilot. It aligns itself with
the aims of the Scottish Government to help drive towards
net zero in 2050.
Pip Tabor, Partnership Manager with the Southern Uplands
Partnership (SUP) said: “We
are delighted to be part of the
pilot and support this initiative
to connect nature and ecotourism through an app. The
Southern Uplands Partnership

has been promoting nature-based
tourism and sustainable development for many years.
“This project neatly brings the
two together in an innovative
way. We are delighted to be
involved in helping to realise
the idea,” he added.

Beauty spots

The app will provide information about charging points
for electric cars and bikes alongside beauty spots, walks and
trails, and areas of natural
interest.
Langholm will soon be on the
map with the opening of the
eight new electric charging
points at the Kilngreen. This
gives an opportunity to attract
visitors to “charge and explore
while they wait”. Local Councillor, Ronnie Tait said: “We

are waiting on the company that
supplied the equipment to
commission the project.
Dumfries and Galloway Council
have yet to commit to a timeline
but indicated early next month.”
This not only enhances the
visitor experience to the town
but brings opportunities for
those interested in moving here
for a sustainable future to
experience our many walks,
trails and get close to nature on
the Community Owned Tarras
Valley Nature Reserve.
Jenny Barlow, Estate Manager
with the TVNR said: “We’re
excited to see what happens
next with the roll out of this
new app. At the Tarras Valley
Nature Reserve one of our main
goals is encouraging more people to experience the wonders
of nature in a responsible way.
It’s great to see new facilities
being installed to help encourage
low carbon travel in Langholm
such as electric charging points.
We are looking forward to seeing
how we can link visitors to
local facilities in the town and
is nature reserve walking trails”

Langholm’s first electric vehicle charging station is due to open
in February

A local charity is urging the carers of
loved ones being looked after at home
to apply for grants to enable them to
take desperately needed respite breaks.
Dumfries and Galloway Carers Centre
exists to support all types of Carers and
provides information and advice through
support workers across the region. It’s encouraging applications to its Short Breaks
Fund to allow exhausted and overworked
caregivers to take a short holiday, or have
the opportunity to learn a new hobby or to
take up a craft course to give them the
time and space they need to recharge.
The Centre says thousands of people within
our region are looking after someone day
in and day out in a role which does not
come with pay and holidays. As so many
will know, it can be tiring, with lots of responsibility, and the stresses of the last
two years have not helped.
Sara Jackson is the Young Carers Manager
at the Carers Centre. She says “Every day
we hear from Carers across Dumfries and
Galloway who are desperately tired and in
need of respite.
“It doesn’t take much to lift that load off
them for a while - to allow them to take a
weekend away, to learn a new hobby, or
even just allow them to meditate or chat
online to their friends for a while.
“I’d encourage any Carer who needs a

Happy New Babies

Carers need a break too

break to get in touch – the Short Breaks
Fund is there to help, and our support
workers around the region are ready to
give any information, advice and help they
can. It’s very important that Carers know
that they’re not alone and that they can
turn to us if they need to.”
Sara says help can take many forms.
Some Carers found that a short holiday
gave them the breathing space they needed, but one just asked for garden furniture
- and found the result unexpectedly
effective.
It gave them a place to take time out from
their full-time caring role. Even ten minutes
of peace and tranquillity sitting in the
garden made the world of difference to
their wellbeing.
One Carer wanted the complete opposite
and spent three days learning how to build
drums. It was something new and creative
and out of their everyday norm and has
given them the confidence to join a samba
band.
The Fund is open to all Carers whether or
not they have registered with the Carers
Centre.
For more information and how to apply,
go to
http://www.dgalcarers.co.uk/shortbreaks-project.php or call the Centre
on 01387 248600 or email info@dgalcarers.org

Hazel Isabella Dinwoodie born 14/05/21
is the daughter of Charlotte Mann and Martyn Dinwoodie.
First grandchild for John and Alison Mann and first
granddaughter for Douglas and Maureen Dinwoodie.
Hazel would like to wish her family a happy and heathly
new year.

Happy New Babies
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Let’s get the year off to a great start with a smile from this group of cuties

Ada Cathleen Byers born 30/08/21 daugher of Lauren Murray and Sean ByersNoah InnesAda
Jackson
born 18/10/21
is the
son of
Barry Jackson and Lyn
Cathleen
Byers
born
30/08/21
McNeill
Newcastleton.
Grandson
of Murray
Gordon and
Tania
Jackson
and Alex
isofthe
daugher of
Lauren
and
Sean
Byers
aNoah Innes Jackson born 18/10/21 is the son of Barry Jackson and Lyn
Ada
wishes
Happy
New
Year
McNeill of Newcastleton. Grandson of Gordon and Tania Jackson and Alex
and Irene McNeill. to all her friends and family

Jessica Lillie Mary Nicol
was born on 26th November, while storm Arwen raged!
Daughter of Steven & Ali Nicol of the Gallop, Kirk Wynd,
Langholm. A little sister for Fergus, and grandparents are
Walter & Doreen Hislop & Ian & Janice Nicol. Jessie
wishes all her family, friends and everyone in the local
community a happy, health New Year!

Fin McKinnel born 03/02/21
is the son of Paul and Rachael McKinnel
Fin wishes everyone a Happy New Year

George Ian Ramsay Johnstone

Born 22/07/21 to Jennifer and Kieran Johnstone, first
grandson for Ronnie and Kathy Johnstone and first great
grandson for Ronnie and Alison Johnstone. George wishes
his family far and wide a happy new year.

Noah Innes Jackson born 18/10/21
is the son of Barry Jackson and Lyn McNeill of
Newcastleton. Grandson of Gordon and Tania Jackson
and Alex and Irene McNeill.
Noah would like to wish his family and friends a happy
and healthy new year

Dougal Oliver McDairmant
Dougal would like to wish all his family and friends a
happy new year and would like to thank everyone
for the cards, presents and well wishes.
He was born on 19th December at Borders General
Hospital. First grandchild for Drew and Fiona Oliver
and Alistair and Annie McDairmant.
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We bring you Echoes from the Border Hills by Dr Dorothy Hyslop Booth

Introduction

It is as a tribute to my grandfather and great-grandfather that I
present this revised edition of “Echoes from the Border Hills”.
With the ever-accelerating pace of what we call “progress” many
of the features which gave individuality to life in communities such
as Langholm have been swept away. Fortunately, it is being
realised that memories of this former lifestyle could be lost forever
were it not for reminiscences such as these. John Hyslop was not a
historian by profession but came of a long line of Master Builders.
He could trace his decent for three centuries through Armstrongs,
Littles and Hyslops in Langholm and had married into the McVittie
family who had an equally long association with the area.
Indeed, the association continues as many of the family still live
in that part of the country. His grandson, the late James Grieve, is
well remembered as the last Provost of Langholm until this office
was eliminated by local government re-organisation. Throughout
his life he had been interested in history and had absorbed the family stories handed on from generation to generation. It was with
considerable reluctance that he agreed to write down his recollections to be included in a section of “Langholm As it Was” which
he wrote jointly with his son Robert. Although a shrewd observer
of human foibles, he took great pains to avoid offending any person
still living and so omitted many names. He also put into the mouth
of his fictitious relative. Lancie Armstrong, his own forthright
remarks and many humorous asides.
In this edition I have included names which are well known within
the family and have expanded on certain family incidents. Robert
Hyslop inherited his father’s interest in history and was recognised
in his own right as a historian of some merit.

Chapter 1-Early Memories

I did not hear the bells which
rang to celebrate the victory of
Waterloo, but during my
younger years the Peninsular
campaign still formed a subject of conversation in many a
home in Langholm. I knew
several men who had fought
with Wellington, and some
who had been through the earlier wars of the century, of
which Trafalgar was the

crowning victory, but of these
I shall write presently. These
recollections, therefore touch
the greater part of the nineteenth century, and as I sit at
the fireside through long winter evenings in the days of my
old age, and cast my mind
back to some eighty years ago,
I often lay down my pen to reflect upon all the changes I
have seen. I look forward too,

Rowanburn during the early 20th Century

into that future which I shall
not see, and try to forecast all
the wonders that my grandchildren may yet behold. How
many memories crown upon
my mind as I write. But at this
moment my dominating
thought is one of surprise at
finding myself thus engaged.

Commonplace

At no period of my earlier
life did I think that I would
come to my 84th year, but my
times have been in the hands
of Him who seeth the end from
the beginning. Nor did I ever
for a moment imagine that any
recollections of my commonplace life could possibly be of
interest to anyone except my
own kith and kin. I have for
many years collected historical
and antiquarian information,
most of which is embodied in
“Langholm As it Was”, but
hitherto I have made no effort
to write down any of my personal reminiscences. It is, of
course, impossible to tell of
everything that interested us in
those far-off days, but I shall
try to recall the Langholm
which then was and is no
more, and possibly there may
be found something worth preserving in the story of the isolated and simple life of our
little town.
There is one impression, that
was common to us all, which I
have had to re-adjust to the actual facts. Everybody in
Langholm in my early days
felt a very great pride in the
thought that it was a very big
place. We called it “The
Muckle Toon”, and would only
grudgingly admit that Hawick
or Carlisle could be bigger.

Times Past

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

100 years: Carol Service

Notwithstanding the inclement weather on Saturday night, a very large congregation turned out
to the carol service in the Parish Church. Those who braved the elements were amply rewarded,
as the service turned out to be highly successful. The Rev R.H Kerr presided. The choir, which
has been trained by Mr Crapper to a high state of excellence, sang the carols in such an efficient
and highly finished manner that the Rev Mr Kerr asked that two carols should be repeated. This
compliment was well deserved, and greatly pleased the congregation. The special anthem was a
very fine one by Stainer, “It came upon the midnight clear,” the beautiful bass solo being
expressively sung by Mr W S Malcolm. Mr Crapper presided at the organ with rare skill and
judgement, and gave a brilliant rendering of Guilmant’s “Grand Chorus in D.”

75 years: Accident - Pedestrian’s Narrow Escape

Mr William Beattie, Brewery Brae, Langholm, had a narrow escape from serious injury whilst
walking down the High Street last Friday evening. The incident occurred about five o’clock when
Mr Beattie was just passing along the pavement at the Town Hall corner beside the fountain.
When rounding the corner his jacket was caught by a projecting hook of a motor lorry belonging
to the L.N.E.R Company, driven by Mr John Dalton, which was proceeding in the same direction.
Quite unaware of any mishap the driver drove on, dragging the unfortunate pedestrian at the side
of the vehicle. Fortunately Mr Beattie’s precarious position was noticed by Mr Etherington, the
town Bandmaster, who happened to be passing at the time, and he immediately whistled and
gesticulated to the driver, who immediately pulled up, but not before Mr Beattie had been dragged
to nearly the library buildings. Fortunately, no bones were broken, but Mr Beattie sustained
extensive bruises and abrasions to the right arm, shoulder and knee.

50 years: Langholm Old Folks Entertained by Legion

Over two hundred of Langholm’s senior citizens were once again entertained to a Christmas
Treat by the Langholm Branch of the Royal British Legion in the Buccleuch Hall on Saturday
afternoon. The guests also included several inmates of the County Council Home at Notwen,
Kirkpatrick Fleming, and a cordial welcome was extended to all by Mr Cowing, Wauchope Place,
President of the Branch, who also acted as compere for the concert which followed an excellent
tea served by members of the Ladies Section of the Branch. The entertainment programme was
a comprehensive one and included instrumental items by Miss Penny Liggins and Mr A Duff
(accordions); Mr A Tedham (violin), Mrs Peggy Irving and Messrs David Greenlaw, Ian Rodger
and David Edgar who also sang duets with Mrs young. Musical selections were also given by
Mr A Tedham’s Dance Band, and by a selection of Langholm Town Band conducted by
Bandsman Mr David Young, who also led the company in the community singing of several
well-known Christmas Hymns and carols. The accompaniments were played by Mrs Mary
Barker, Eskdaill Street, and votes of thanks were accorded on the call of Mr John Elliot, Buccleuch Terrace. All the guests received a Christmas gift as they left the hall.

25 years: Real Christmas spirit at Copshaw parade

Three floats were led by Santa on his sleigh through Newcastleton on Sunday. It seemed the
whole village turned out to either take part in the parade or simply watch. The tiny tots from the
mother and toddler group were dressed as Christmas parcels, while the Spar shop took the Yellow
Brick Road and staged their own Wizard of Oz, complete with Wizard, Tin Man, Lion and Scarecrow and, of course, Dorothy. Chairman of the Community Council, Hazel White waved her
magic wand and created a coach fit for a princess, complete with mice (all humans) and Cinderella
and the ugly sisters, to represent the Liddesdale Hotel. The Brownies all donned crowns and
robes to take on the mantles of kings. In the Square villagers gathered around the Christmas Tree
and huge illuminated crib to join in singing carols and songs with music provided by the Legion.
In the early evening dark the event ended with prayers from the Minister, the Rev Alan Reid.
The event had been arranged fairly speedily, but everyone agreed it had been an excellent community affair and, says everyone of the organisers, everyone departed saying “Same time, same
place, next year”.

Ronnie Tait shows double medal winners Zander Turnbull and Andrew Warwick the egg cup presentation set.

The E&L Gallery
www.eladvertiser.co.uk
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The E&L New Year Quiz 2022
The Island of Warblaw - Striking sunset captured by Gordon Young of Langholm

Camera: iphone 11

Quiz compiled by Mairi Telford Jammeh.

Answers in next week’s E&L

1. What non-alcoholic drink was
often made in Scotland for New Year?

2. What traditional tune does the
town band play on New Year’s day?

10. What was the song it was in?

11. Where do New Yorkers go to
celebrate New Year?

3. When do the Chinese celebrate
New Year in 2022?

4. What symbol represents the
coming Chinese year?

5. What do the men of Burghead
carry through the streets of the town
on the date they celebrate New Year?

The first nation on Earth to see the New Year is......?

14. In what country do people wear
red underwear at New Year to bring
good luck?

6. And what date is this celebration?

7. What Winter festival is held in
Shetland on the last Tuesday of
January every year?

8. What happened in March in
Langholm 50 years ago this year?

9. Who sang the line ‘No new year’s
day to celebrate’?

Host of BBC Scotland’s Hogmanay celebrations

12. Who hosted the BBC Scotland
TV celebrations this year?
13. Who hosts the annual Hootenanny
on TV at New Year?

15. When in January is Robert Burns
birthday?

16. What did the ancient Romans
call New Year?
17. What is a first foot?

18. What characteristics should a
first foot have to bring good luck?

19. What is the missing word in this
saying ‘Lang may yer …. Reek?’

20. Which island group is the first in
the world to celebrate New Year?
Thanks to Mairi for this week’s quiz.

If you would like to compile a quiz,
20 questions, general knowledge,
we would be delighted to publish it.
Send it in to sharon@eladvertiser or
hand it in to the office at
54 High Street, Langholm

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
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PLUMBING & HEATING

CHIMNEY SWEEP

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie
DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773
m. 07801 658561

COMMISSIONING
▪
SERVICING
▪
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
TO LET

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE

TO LET - LANGHOLM

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact
Gillian McCartney, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN
Tel: 013873 81066 | email: gillian@ashleybank.co.uk
AUTO SERVICES

Chimneys and
Stove Flues swept.
Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

BREWERY

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH
013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

SCRAP METAL

CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries
Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal
Big or small
we remove it all
Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

116A High Street Langholm

Open every Friday
4pm to 6pm for collection

Hand crafted Ale brewed in Langholm

Free delivery in Langholm and Canonbie
order via website or call 07843 896644
www.borderlandsbrewery.co.uk

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES

LANGHOLM
TOWN HALL
(inside)

WEDNESDAYS 10am - 3.30pm
FRIDAYS 9am - 2pm
Access through rear door
ROYAL BANK MOBILE VAN
Day Centre car park
Thursdays
11:45am - 12:25pm

Ring office for an excellent service on

01461 337303
On ttiime, on bud
dg
get and ex
xttrre
emelly
y prro
offe
essional

TAILORING SERVICES

Sewing Repairs and Tailoring Alterations
Ironing (Annan only) and Stain Removal
Jeans ● Leather Jackets ● Curtains ● Zips ● Dresses ● Skirts
PROFESSIONAL LEATHER JACKET REPAIRS ● WEDDING DRESS ALTERATIONS
1 HOUR SERVICE AVAILABLE AT NO EXTRA COST

Phone: 07928 295110

ANNAN

BLINDS

LONGTOWN

137 High Street,
Annan DG12 6EB

54 English Street,
Longtown CA6 5SD

FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

ROOFING SERVICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

LED
Lighting

Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

ALL ROOFING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Slang ▪ Tiling ▪ Flat Roofs
UPVC Windows and Doors
UPVC Facias and Guering

All aspects
of Electrical
Work

o
Re
enSeol
wlaab
ar le
l s

(70 x 50)

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available
We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.
Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

web: mccullochroofing.co.uk

Rewiring

3 Blinds for £120

LIDDESDALE GARAGE  NEWCASTLETON

Family Business Since 1979

All aspects
of Testing

DATS BLINDS

A VILLAGE GARAGE OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

McCulloch
Roofing

ELECTRICIAN

Borderlands Brewery

ADVERTISING

28 Bank Street
Galashiels TD1 1EN
for a free quote or advice
Phone:01896 888664

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Advertise in the E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised how little it costs!

An advert this size, 10cm x 2 columns,
will only cost £30 + VAT each for 12 inserts.
This can include your logo or other graphic and
can be designed in-house.
Contact 013873 80012 for details.

Canonbie Public Hall

ADVERTISING in the E&L

AGM 013873

Thursday, 27th January
7.30pm
All Welcome
Especially new
Committee members
needed.

80012

sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

Perfect fit blinds ideal
for tilt & turn windows

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens
For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to

077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

COMPLAINTS

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER

COMPLAINTS

To make a complaint about anything in The Eskdale and
Liddesdale Advertiser, please visit the office on Langholm High
Street and speak to the community editor Penny Johnstone
Alternatively, please contact the company secretary
by email: secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk.
Or by writing to:
The company secretary, Muckle Toon Media,
Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser • Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

E&L
CLASSIFIEDS
www.eladvertiser.co.uk

CELEBRANT SERVICES

Loving Choice Ceremonies

Independent Celebrant Services

Bespoke and creave events that
capture special memories
Funeral, Memorial and
celebraon of life ceremonies
Baby naming ceremonies
Weddings and vow renewals

Call Jenny 07807 520499
for a free, no obligaon consultaon

FUNERAL SERVICES

Funeral
Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service
New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine

Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm
Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

J. & A. Hodgson
Independent Family Funeral Directors
134 High Street, Annan
A Caring Family Firm
Caring for your family
Private Rest Room
For 24 hour caring personal service

Tel. 01461 205920

Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors Member
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available on request

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
is part funded by

Dumfriesshire East

Community Benefit Group

and charitable trusts
and individuals
from the community
of Langholm.
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EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

CANONBIE TENNIS CLUB

POLICE SCOTLAND

Langholm ....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

FUN SESSIONS AND COACHING AVAILABLE

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council

YOUTH Tennis

Sundays 2022

Time

All Ages

23rd January
30th January
6th February
13th February

11.30 – 12.30
11.30 – 12.30
11.30 – 12.30
11.30 -12.30

www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables

Adult Improver
Tennis

Sundays 2022

............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/streetlights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables

Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES

Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7)
...................0800 0281414
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES

Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

Adult Indoor
Pickle Ball

23rd January
30th January
6th February
13th February
Sundays 2022
Beginners
welcome
23rd January
30th January
6th February
13th February

Cost for 4
sessions
£20

£20
1.30 – 2.30
1.30 – 2.30
1.30 – 2.30
1.30 - 2.30

£20

2.45 – 4.15
2.45 – 4.15
2.45 – 4.15
2.45 – 4.15

Adult Indoor
Pickleball

Wednesdays
12.00 – 01.00
from 19.01.2022

£5 per session

Adult Indoor
Soft Tennis

Wednesdays
01.00 – 2.00
from 19.01.2022

£5 per session

SEE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS AND TO BOOK AND PAY
Indoor sessions are held in Canonbie Public Hall next to the courts.
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/canonbietennisclub

HOSPITALS

D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS

Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES

Langholm,Eskdalemuir Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS

Langholm Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton
...................013873 75240
Canonbie
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS

Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS

Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours
01461 202508
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Advertiser
2022 Calendar

ON
LY
£6

E&L CALENDAR 2022

The E&L Calendar 2022 on sale now!
A4 Size.
Available from our offices at
54 High Street, Langholm.
Only £6 - featuring photos which have
featured on the E&L Gallery page.
Get yours now! ........The perfect gift!

Sports News

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
sunday 16 january
THURSDAY 3 FEBRUARY

LRFC:150 years of
the crimson jerseys
Thursday January 13, 2022

Sponsored by KELSO RACES 01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Beer boosts
club’s funds

Rugby

Rugby

Racehorse ownership
opportunity
Would you like the chance to own a share
in a racehorse? If so, The Craig Farm
Syndicate can give you the ideal opportunity
to fulfil your wish.

What is it?
The racing syndicate offers a cost-effective
way to experience the thrill of ownership. It
also provides a way to meet new friends and
experience racing from the inside, whether
that be trackside at Kelso or watching the
horses on the gallops at Craig Farm.

Who are the horses?
You could lease a share in Perth and Hexham
dual winner ‘For Three’ and new horse ‘Jim’s
Apple’ who will head to Ayr this month for a
mares bumper.

Why should I join?
Member benefits include:
• A capped rate of £27.50 per week & no
share purchase fee
• A day at the races including an allseason box at Kelso

• An invite to our yearly Owners’ Party
including a horse parade and lunch

• Being involved with the Trainer and
Team and the opportunity for yearround stable visits

How do I join?
It’s easy, why not give our friendly team a
call today on 013873 70707 to find out more?
Alternatively, you can visit our website:
www.jamesewartracing.com or email the
office at: office@jeracing.co.uk.

Find us on Facebook: James Ewart or
Twitter: @jewartracing

E&L

SPORT

A really great start to 2022 with the
boys running first and second at Ayr
on January 2 for Callum Bewley and
Alan Doyle really happy with my
second purchase after Juge winning
as well!

938757

THE CRAIG FARM SYNDICATE

• Regular updates about your horses
from the Craig Farm Syndicate

??

Left: Lord Roco and Escapeandevade
discuss the racing at Ayr

771472

Horseracing

Top: Some of the clubs current young players
Bottom: The winning team from the unbeaten season 1958/59

Langholm Rugby Club funds got a much
needed boost when the club received a generous donation from Borderlands Brewery
2nd XV
just before the New year . The LRFC
donation
was
based on sales of the 1871-2021 Pale Ale
which was introduced last September to
commemorate the club’s 150th year .
Stuart Campbell of Borderlands Brewery had
said he would donate a pound for every bottle
sold to the club and with over 700 bottles sold
the club received an appropriate donation .
Club chairman Kenneth Pool said “ we were
delighted not only to have a great beer produced
to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the
club’s formation but also for the generosity of
Stuart and the brewery with a great donation
to help the club. It is very much appreciated
by all at Milntown.

Published by Muckle Toon Media Limited - SCO51449, at their offices, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH. Telephone 013873 80012
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There are too many mention individually but each and every one of
them have played their part in the
club's history and will be remembered
fondly.
Thank you to everyone who gives
their time to keep the club running
and to all those who support the
club.
We'd like to wish you all a happy,
healthy new year and here's to another
150 years of Langholm RFC and
the crimson jerseys of the muckle
toon.

Stuart Campbell and Kenneth Pool

02

150 years ago on 31st December,
Langholm RFC was founded. It's
a huge milestone for the club
especially now, for a wee toon like
ours.
It's been one hell of a journey with
huge highs like an unbeaten season
in 1958/59 and lows along the way.
At times 150 years of the club felt
like it just might not be possible.
But with that muckle toon spirit
and a lot of hard work, grit & determination both on and off the pitch
by committee, volunteers, coaches,
players, officials, tea ladies, bar staff,
physios, groundsmen, tradesmen and
the support of the town here we are
celebrating this monumental
occasion.
An anniversary dinner was held in
September and hopefully we'll be
able to continue the celebrations as
best we can in light of covid.
It seems an appropriate time and
the marking of such an occasion to
take a moment to remember all those
who have been a part of the club
who are no longer with us.

