
NEW advice has been issued to 
reduce the spread of Covid in the
run-up to Christmas.
Taking effect from midnight tomor-

row social interaction at home or in 
indoor public places is limited to a
maximum of three households at any
time, with everyone encouraged to
take a lateral flow test before meeting,
alongside all other public health mea-
sures – handwashing, face coverings,
vaccinations.
In care homes no more than two

households can visit a resident at a
time and in hospitals no more than two
visitors at any time.
In addition, beginning last Saturday,

all household contacts of any con-
firmed coronavirus case must isolate
for 10 days regardless of vaccination
status - even if they initially get a neg-
ative PCR test.
People are also being urged to defer

work Christmas parties to slow the
spread of the virus.
The new measures have been intro-

duced following a rapid rise in case
numbers and on the back of a Scottish
government evidence paper outlining
the increased transmissibility of the

Omicron variant.
The evidence paper estimates that

Omicron cases will double every two
to three days.
It highlights that a rapid rise in 

Omicron infections could put signifi-
cant additional pressure on hospitals
and other health and care services.
First minister Nicola Sturgeon said

the evidence paper made clear that the
country was facing a renewed and
very severe challenge in the shape of
the Omicron variant.
“The much greater and faster trans-

missibility of this new variant means
we may be facing a potential tsunami
of infections,” she said.
“We must do all we can to break

transmission chains, which is why we
are acting now by changing isolation
requirements and giving advice on
work Christmas parties.
“I know that more restrictions could

cause significant health, social and
economic harms, especially after 
almost two years of this pandemic, but
abiding by the new measures gives us
the best chance of minimising further
restrictions.”
She added she was not asking people

to ‘cancel’ Christmas but to reduce as
far as possible, and to a minimum, the
contact with other people in other
households. 
Updates on vaccinations mean that

young people aged 16 to 17 will not
receive their second Covid-19 vacci-
nation in school, and instead need 
to book themselves in using the new
national portal.

It is part of national moves to a 
self-appointing system which is also
asking people aged 40 and above, 
unpaid carers and household contacts
of the immune-suppressed to book in
for their booster jag 12 weeks from
their second dose. 
Calls are to act now to book amid

heightened concerns over the trans-
missibility of the new Omicron vari-

ant, with the first cases of the variant
identified in Dumfries & Galloway
last Friday.
The region’s immunisation co-ordi-

nator, Dr Nigel Calvert said: “It really
is a race to try and ensure everyone 
eligible is as fully vaccinated as pos-
sible against the Omicron variant, as
this really does offer the highest pos-
sibledegree of defence.
“I can’t emphasise enough how 

important it is that people act now, with
spaces available at locations across the
region until the end of December.
“We’re still learning about the new

Omicron variant, and more will be
known over coming days, however,
we do know that it is highly transmis-
sible, and it has the potential to spread
in our region in the same way the
Alpha variant did beginning at 
Christmas last year.”
Further guidance on additional mea-

sures announced by the first minister
will come by the end of the week.

• To book a booster and/or flu 
vaccination visit their website at
https://vacs.nhs.scot/csp or call 
0800 030 8013.
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Everyone encouraged to
follow new Covid rules
Evidence suggests Omicron cases are set to double every two or three days
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Latimers of Langholm

FFUURRNNIITTUURREE SSAALLEE
STARTS FRIDAY 17th DECEMBER

OPENING TIMES:  Fri 17th – 8:30-5:30 | Sat 18th – 8:30-4:30 | Sun 19th – 11-3pm | Mon 20th - Thu 23rd – 8:30-5:30
Christmas Eve – 8:30-4pm | CLOSED Christmas Day, 26th & 27th

GREAT SAVINGS ON SOFAS • CHAIRS • RECLINERS • LIFT & RISE CHAIRS • DIVANS • BEDROOM AND DINING FURNITURE

Pick up our Christmas edition on TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY, 23rd December
There will be no E&L Advertiser published on 30th December or 6th January

WE’RE TAKING A CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS BREAK... NEXT EDITION 13TH JAN
Open until 22nd Dec | Closed 23rd Dec - 5th Jan

Many thanks to all our readers, advertisers, contributors and volunteers for your continued support

Borders MP, John Lamont, urges people to get their Covid-19 booster as he receives 
his at the Borders Event Centre in Kelso
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Benty road to reopen

Scott’s coachman
Langholm sisters investigate their forebearsThanks for Sympathy
IN a year that celebrates the 250th
anniversary of one of its most 
famous sons, Sir Walter Scott,
two sisters were surprised to hear
how a distant relative knew him.
Sisters Margaret Hamilton and

Janice Matheson Yarrow (both nee
Cook) were interested and amazed
when having their family tree studied
to learn about their four times great
grandfather.
Peter Matheson, was his name,

and following research by one of
the sister’s friends, they found out
he had been the coachman to 
Sir Walter, a Scottish historical 
novelist, poet, playwright and 
historian, as well as his head of the
house at Abbotsford.

They were also told by the
archivist at Abbotsford that their
relative, Peter, drove the funeral
coach carrying Sir Walter’s body
to Dryburgh Abbey where he was
laid to rest.
The coach was followed by a

mile-long procession on foot.
Janice said it was an incredible

thing to find out.
“When my father was eight, his

parents divorced, and on his mother’s
side, they were Matheson,” she said.
“All we were told was that they

were good people, my grandmother
never spoke about them, apart from
that.
“We were very surprised to hear

about his story and after finding
out who he was and his life, it
opened up a whole new world to
us.”
Janice said the archivist had

promised to tell them more about
his life, if ever she came across
anything in future.
“We’ve told our son, and he could

pass it on to his children too,” she
added.
“With Who do you think You Are?

showcasing on the TV at the 
moment, it seemed appropriate to
share our family history and 

especially with it being the 
250th anniversary of Sir Walter
Scott.
“Sharing our story and history is

just a good way of ensuring these
stories are told for years to come.”

Peter Matheson is buried in the
grounds of Melrose Abbey where
his headstone can be seen, and a
portrait of him, with his horse 
Donald, hangs in the anteroom of 
Abbotsford House

The two sisters with their four times great grandfather, Peter Matheson's 
painting in the background

RESIDENTS in the Esk valley continue
to contend with a road closure due to
Storm Arwen, however, it is set to fully
reopen from Saturday.
The B709 from Langholm to C78a Sorbie
road had seen a closure since the end of
November following the destruction left
behind by Storm Arwen.
Both roadside trees and BT poles and
cables were damaged which resulted in
the road being blocked.
Buccleuch Estates set about clearing the
fallen trees from the roadside, but there
were still numerous BT poles and cables
that needed to be replaced and cables
reattached.
Dumfries & Galloway council’s roads and
infrastructure team leader, Mike Grunwell
confirmed BT were currently working on
the area just outside Langholm.

“Now that Buccleuch have finished it will
be possible to carry out a day time road
closure (between 9am and 5pm) - only
when men are on site,” he said.
“We will signpost the longer route which
unfortunately will be from Enzieholm Bridge.
“As with all road closures, people and 
locals especially will still utilise the C78a
Sorbie road as we must maintain access
to residents along the B709.
“I can only apologise for the inconvenience
being caused and assure you that the
council are working with BT now to ensure
the road can be safely opened as soon as
possible.”
He said BT had indicated that they will
be working on the B709 until today.
The council’s road works report states
the road closure is in place until 
tomorrow.

GRANT, Nessie

Ian and family would like to thank all for the kind
expressions of sympathy received following the
sad loss of Nessie.
Thanks also to the home Carers for all their
support, David Erskine and Rev. Morag Crossan
and all who attended the service and so generously
gave donations.

The B709 Langholm-Eskdalemuir road is due to
fully reopen Saturday

Picture by Janie Hotson

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church Services
Saturday 18th 

Eskdalemuir 3pm
Sunday 19th December
Nativity at Langholm

10am 
Carol service at 

Westerkirk 6.30pm
Contact us for transport

0744 885 8818.

Social Distancing 
will be observed.  
Please wear masks. 

Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 80859.

Mobile. 07543 179469
Charity no. SCO11946

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale and

Canonbie Churches
welcome you to

Worship on Sunday
morning at 10am and
11:30 respectively.
19/12 will be a

Christingle service. In
line with government
guidance Worshippers
are advised to do a
Lateral Flow test on
Sunday morning and
will be required to

adhere to current Covid
restrictions.

Rev Morag Crossan
on 07861736071 or
email mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk

Church Notices

Abbotsford House, 
home of Sir Walter Scott

Congratulations

Emily Norris
Congratulations to Emily Norris who
has graduated with a Batchelor of
Science  Honours Degree - First Class in
Accounting and Finance from the
University of Salford, Manchester

Very well done Emily
The Ritchie Family

HARKNESS, Diane
Philip and family would like to thank most
sincerely friends and neighbours for their support
and messages of sympathy following their loss of
Diane. 
Thanks also to Hospice Care Northumberland,
MacMillan Care Services, MacMillan Nurses and
District Nurses for their sympathetic and
professional care also to those who attended the
funeral and gave generously to the chosen
charities. To Allie Warneford for a very personal
and beautiful service and William Purves Funeral
Directors, Alnwick for funeral arrangements

REID, Jean

The family of the late Jean wish to thank all
relatives and friends for the kind expressions of
sympathy received following their sad loss, Jean
Martindale for her service, all who attended at the
house and cemetery and kindly gave donations.

SMITH, Hamilton

Jacqui and family wish to express their sincere
thanks to all for the kind expressions of sympathy
received following the sad loss of Hammie.
Also to David McVittie for his tribute, Norman at
the Buck, all at the Douglas, David Erskine, Rev
R. Pickles, all who attended the service and
kindly gave donations .



PLANS to permanently set
20mph speed limits across
towns and villages in the
Scottish Borders are to go
to councillors for approval.
The reduced speed limit

was initially introduced to
over 90 settlements across
the area, including 
Newcastleton, in October
last year as part of the
Spaces for People 
programme.
Run in conjunction with

Transport Scotland and 
Sustrans, the project’s aim
has been to encourage more
active travel including walking
and cycling throughout the
Covid-19   pandemic.
The trial has been run with

input from experts from 
Edinburgh Napier University,
who carried out an indepen-
dent evaluation from 125
survey sites over 97 
settlements.
They found vehicle speeds

have reduced in almost all
settlements, in some in-

stances by 6mph, with an
average reduction closer to
3mph.
Executive member for 

infrastructure, travel and
transport, councillor Gordon
Edgar said contributions to
the public consultation 
provided valuable local 
insight, with many stating a
20mph limit would be useful
in residential areas and near
schools.

Bold step
“The introduction of a

20mph speed limit across
our towns and villages was
a bold step but we felt it was
important to give it a try and
see what benefits it would
bring,” he said.
“By working with 

Edinburgh Napier Universi-
ty’s Transport Research 
Institute on this project, we
were able to get a completely
independent evaluation of
the trial’s effectiveness. The
fact their data shows a re-

duction in speeds across the
Borders is really encouraging
news.
“Councillors will now 

discuss and vote on this pro-
posal on Thursday and I
hope they can support the
permanent introduction of
20mph, making our towns
and villages safer for all for
years to come.”
As well as valuable feed-

back from 8,000 members
of the public, the council
sought the views of 
community councils to the
trial and have worked with
Police Scotland and 
Transport Scotland on 
recommendations.
Taking into account feed-

back and data, it is being
recommended that 20mph
will be the default limit across
towns and villages.
However, some settlements

would have 30mph or 40mph
buffer zones in place where
suitable.
These tend to be areas

with no homes near the road
or long stretches where it is
felt driving at 20mph is diffi-
cult to justify and particularly
challenging.
These proposed locations

are available to view on the
council's website.
Councillors will now discuss

a report at the full meeting
of Scottish Borders Council
today. 
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Used and
new stamps
THE Royal National Institute for
the Blind are asking locals to
save their used and new stamps
this festive season.
By working with their partner
Xchange Master, the RNIB is
able to accept and convert postage
stamp donations into usable funds
for the charity.
They will help make a difference
to blind and partially sighted people
when sold by weight, helping the
RNIB raise £20 per kg of stamps.
Stamps do not need to be sepa-
rated but it helps if they can be
separated into British and Foreign
stamps with Channel Islands and
Isle of Man stamps put in the
foreign category as they are then
sorted and sold to collectors for
philatelic use.
People are asked to make sure
they leave a centimetre of envelope
or packaging around each stamp.
All stamps are accepted, includ-
ing first day covers, presentation
packs and albums.
Collection boxes are in 
Holmspun in Langholm and the
Canonbie Post Office.

• For more information, contact
0303 123 9999 or visit
https://rnib.org.uk.

Ewe Hill 6
A FURTHER funding round for
the Ewe Hill 6 fund has been
opened by Langholm, Ewes and
Westerkirk community council.
The fund aids projects and ini-
tiatives that support the rural 
regeneration and sustainability of
communities within the Ewe Hill
wind farm area.
Recent funding was given to
the Langholm Regeneration
Group, the Langholm Christmas
lights committee, the Love
Langholm Local market, 
Westerkirk ex-servicemen hall,
and Langholm Playcare.
To apply to this round of fund-
ing, organisations are asked to
contact Robert Dickson with 
applications due to be considered
at the LEWCC meeting in March.
The deadline for applications
is the 31 January 2022.

• For an application form, email
robertdickson47@yahoo.co.uk
or contact Douglas Beattie at
Border House.

New approach needed
for A7 Action Group
As MSPs step down from chairmanship, communities are asked to step up
MORE community involve-
ment is ‘crucial’, state two
MSPs as they stand down
chairing the A7 Action Group
advising a fresh approach is
needed.
The group met at the end of
last month for their Annual
General Meeting to discuss a
‘new approach’ when tackling
issues along the route.
It saw MSP’s Rachael 
Hamilton and Oliver Mundell
stand back as chairpeople of
the group.
They were keen to emphasise
that the group would be best
served by a wider representation
of people from local commu-
nities with a vested interest in
the route, to ensure all views
were taken into account.
Rachael said she had repeat-
edly, throughout her time as an
MSP and as chairwoman of the
group, called on the government
to urgently prioritise upgrades
on the A7.
“Every town and village has
their own unique challenges
with the A7, and it’s important
their views are taken into ac-

count,” she said
“I believe the A7 Action
Group is best served by those
who live and work along the
route, that is why I believe it
needs a refresh.”
She added more community
involvement was crucial, and
while she was stepping back,
she would continue to call for

improvements to the road in
her capacity as an MSP.
Community Councils along
the route have been asked to
reflect and consult with their
communities on how the group
works and to feedback on its
future early in the New Year.
Oliver Mundell agreed stating
he believed the group, going

forward, should have more of
a community focus and less
political involvement.
“Working with the group con-
structively over the past few
years has meant we have seen
real progress in pushing the
government in the right direc-
tion,” he said.
“I will continue to stand up

in Holyrood for the route, and
will always put the case to the
government for its much-needed
upgrades.”
Over several years, both MSPs
have promoted the A7 Action
Group in the Scottish 
parliament.
This has been through calling
for numerous safety upgrades,
a bypass to ease traffic through
Selkirk and securing a minis-
terial meeting with the then
transport secretary Humza
Yousaf.
Rachael’s constituency covers
the northern half of the A7 from
Teviothead to Selkirk, whilst
Oliver’s constituency includes
the southern part of the route
from Langholm to the border.
Both agreed the urgency to
upgrade the A7 remains the
same, and that they would con-
tinue to push for improvements
in their capacity as MSPs.
The parliamentarians re-
marked on the significant
progress and achievements of
the A7 Action Group, and
thanked them for their hard
work over the years.
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Borders’ 20mph trial has 
seen an overall drop in speed 

The A7 Action Group will look to continue to call on the Scottish government to make improvements to the route

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

Newcastleton trialled the 20mph limit

IN BRIEF
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Fabulous fundraisers
and generous donors

Climate plan
FOLLOWING Dumfries & 
Galloway council’s declaration
of a climate emergency in June
2019 a 12-point plan has been
formulated to set out their 
ambitions.
The plan, called the carbon

neutral strategic plan, looks at
their aim to achieve a net zero
carbon status by 2025.
It provides a route map to

give direction and identifies key
priorities and points of action
for the council.

• To access the plan, visit
https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/ar
ticle/21773/Climate-Emergency.

European
imports
HM REVENUE and Customs is
urging small businesses and 
automotive enthusiasts to be aware
of post-Brexit rules when sending
and receiving parts from Europe.
They also reminded those trav-

elling across Europe to attend
events, to not get caught out by
the changes to import and export
rules and how they apply.
The rules, which have been

in place since January, are 
explained within guidance pro-
duced by HMRC to help people
identify the best way to navigate
the changes.
There is also an online trader

tool to ensure small businesses
do not get caught out by unex-
pected charges or unnecessary
delays, as well as highlighting
processes they can follow.
The guidance also provides

information needed to ensure
small businesses are prepared
ahead of next January when
full customs declarations and
controls will be introduced.

• To access the guidance, visit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/h
elp-and-support-for-uk-tran-
sition.

School
enrolment
PRIMARY 1 enrolment is due
now for children starting school
in August 2022.
Enrolment for children that

will be five-years-old by the
end of February 2023 will run
until the end of January 2022.
In light of the current 

Covid-19 pandemic, Dumfries
& Galloway council are reduc-
ing parental contact with schools
and parents/carers are asked to
submit applications via school
bags/post/electronically, where
possible, along with supporting
proof of date of birth and home
address to the catchment school.

• For more information, visit
https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/ar
ticle/15241/School-places.

THERE has been plenty of
fundraisers recently as local
organisations and charities
gear up for a new year in 2022.
Covid-19 has greatly reduced

the opportunity for fundraising
events, making private donations
increasingly important and this
year has seen countless mean-
ingful gestures.
Among those most recently

are the Love Langholm Local
raffle for the Langholm Day
Centre, the Young Riders Club
fundraiser, and the Southern 
Uplands Moorland group’s 
annual charity clay shoot.
Many more are still in the

pipeline, including the Langholm
Legion FC Christmas 2021
bonus ball draw to fund the club
itself and the Langholm 
Christmas lights fund raffle.
A cheque for £300 was 

presented to Sandra Graham of
the Langholm Day Centre last
week.
It was the proceeds raised from

the Love Langholm Local 
market stallholders’ hampers
raffle, which sold all their     tickets. 
Sandra said: “Their generosity

is much appreciated as is all the
donations that have been 
received, all of which have been
heartfully acknowledged.”
Emma Duncan who organised

the market and the raffle said it
had been a great fundraiser for
the centre with all of the stall-
holders donating various prizes
- from vouchers to bottles to
salmon.
“The Day Centre has been

such an important part of the

community especially through
covid so it seemed like a great
charity to donate to so they can
keep up the great work,” she
said.
“We want to say thank you to

all the stall holders for their 
donations and for everyone who
bought a ticket supporting it.”

Young Riders
At the end of October, the

Young Riders Club held a bake
sale and raffle in the pop-up
shop to raise funds for the club.
They are entering into their

nineteenth year and currently
have 51 children who benefit
from the vouchers given to them
to continue with riding lessons.
Throughout lockdown, 

children still received the
vouchers.
Their bake sale and raffle raised

£1,041.
The club thanked everyone

who supported the sale whether
it was by donating baking, buy-
ing from the shop or buying
raffle tickets.
Representatives from the

Southern Uplands Moorland
group were pleased to meet up
with members of the Border
Search and Rescue Unit to 
deliver a cheque for £5,000.
It came from funds raised at

their annual charity clay shoot.
Team leader, Bob McKeand,

alongside team members Grant
Rawlinson and Duncan
Buchanan, attended at one of
their estates and met head keeper
Craig, and beat keeper Gary.
Alongside the presentation

there was the opportunity to 
discuss the close relationship
between rural estates and Border
S&R, and how things can be
further advanced through shared
communications and joint 
training exercises.
Bob thanked the group for the

donation, which he said had
come at an ideal time as Border
S&R are currently moving into
a new operations base and the
money would provide some
much-needed assistance with
building costs having spiralled
over the last year.

The group realise that many
of their members, gamekeepers,
shepherds and other rural work-
ers may one day come to rely
on the expertise of these 
dedicated volunteers, and so
were very humbled to make the 
donation.

Eskdale and Liddesdale blessed with generous residents

IN BRIEF

Langholm Young Riders Club raised over £1,000 with their bake sale and raffle

Borders Search and Rescue were presented with a donation by the Southern Uplands Moorland group

Love Langholm Local raffle fundraiser cheque is presented to the Langholm Day Centre
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Teviothead conservationist
concerned about landscape
69 turbines with a 40sq.km footprint will directly join with Faw Side site
Hawick businessman and director of environmental conservation organisation, Teviothead
Dark Sky CIC, Kenneth Moffatt is a resident of the area which will see the Teviot wind farm
join onto Faw Side, and Windy Edge, which in turn is due to join onto Pines Burn. He believes
the historic epicentre of reiving territory, the landscape of the lower Borders, is in serious
danger of disappearing forever. Here he explains why.

The site of Muirhall Energy’s
Teviot wind and Solar farm, as
seen in the 180-degree panorama
captures the epicentre of Reiving
territory. The wind farm will
see 69 Turbines each of up to
240m tall, with a 40sq.km foot-
print, directly joining onto the
Faw Side proposal.
If granted, these proposals
will dominate Scotland’s iconic
historic gateway, and will in-
exorably alter the opportunities
and possibilities of our future. 
These incredible hills are a
geological phenomenon from
the beginning of time, when
they were uniquely created by
two vast continental plates col-
liding - creating both a frontier,
a refuge and a fortress - stopping
invading armies marching in
their tracks.
They are now included by 
extension in UNESCO’s World
Heritage Roman frontier.

Unexplored, they have com-
pounded archaeology surviving
from the Iron Age through to
the age of the Reivers, and are
home to the great Border Ballads.
Yet they have never been 
seriously surveyed or investi-
gated, either archeologically,
environmentally, or geologically
- they have no protected or
recognised status whatsoever -
and the majority of their ancient
rights of way have been removed.
Blanket crops of commercial
forestry now cover as much as
60% of our historic Border 
regions, and the space between
these blanket crops are being
filled in with Wind farms - 16
operational at present within
the vicinity, with a further five
in the planning - totalling over
600 turbines.
Teviot and Faw Side combined
will be set to reap an estimated
£11m. annually for landowners,

with councils around £12,500
per megawatt per annum in
rates.
This is at the same time as
when many people are in fuel
poverty.
The very same people who
will actually pay for these huge
figures with their energy bills. 
In 2017 the £265 million Bor-
ders Growth Deal Promised the
inclusion of the A7 Historic
route as a central corridor into
Scotland. 
By 2021, with increased fund-
ing to £450m., the central cor-
ridor has been written out of
the agreement, with Gretna and
the Star of Caledonia being 
developed as Scotland’s main
gateway, with visitors to be 
directed up towards Moffat,
skirting the historic A7 route
entirely - to the detriment of
all the towns and communities
along the original route. 

From the 1990s the Scottish
Borders council local develop-
ment plans have not recognised
or included the lower Borders
in any regenerative development
at all - in fact Teviothead,
Newmill and Roberton have
been removed completely from
SBC’s 2020 evaluation - in what
seems a systematic preparation
for the proposals we are now
faced with.

These surviving hills are of 
International cultural and envi-
ronmental importance, and what
is left we must absolutely preserve
from destruction for the future
benefit of all - at least 10 million
Americans alone have their 
ancestry in these hills - the 
potential of Cultural Tourism 
being incredible.
Protected landscapes offer all
the same work opportunities -

fencing, hardwood forestry and
farming management - and much
more - but with the inclusion of
many, rather than for the vast
profits of a few. 
The prosperity and future of
the Borders depends on the
preservation of our remaining
hills and our heritage, just as the
Lake District is to Cumbria, the
Dales are to Yorkshire, or the
Cairngorms to the Highlands.

ONE of Langholm’s own has
featured in an international
photography platform, 
GuruShots, exhibition.
Titled ‘Solo – Single Subject’

and ‘Creative Composition’,
there were two exhibitions in
November at Stills, a centre
for photography based in 
Edinburgh, where Nicol 
Nicolson’s photography skills
were on display.
His selection of photographs

comprised various animals,
including a puffin, a stork and
a giraffe.
He said: “The exhibition was

the result of a contest on 
GuruShots, which is a global
photography competition app
and every so often they collaborate with
galleries around the world to stage exhibitions
featuring the winners’ work.
“For this one, the theme was ‘Solo - Single

Subject’ and I think around the top 40 would
be displayed at Stills on Cockburn Street in
Edinburgh.
“I thought I would give it a shot, and I was

lucky enough to be selected.”
The digital platform allows photographers

from around the world to submit their work
for a variety of thematic photo challenges
that open every day.
Winning pieces are selected to be shown

in GuruShots Exhibitions which are held in
major cities across the globe each and every
weekend, from New York, London and 
Stockholm, to Johannesburg, Hanoi and
Melbourne.
Their November double exhibition in 

Edinburgh was only on for three days but it
featured the winning photos selected as part
of two recent exhibition challenges on the
GuruShots platform.
On show was a collection of 80 unique

printed works submitted by photographers
spanning over 30 different countries, and a
stunning collection of digital photos.

If you would like your baby’s first New Year to be featured
in the E&L Advertiser on Thursday 13th January, 2022
then please follow the steps below......

Bring a photo of your son or daughter, born in the last 12 months, 
into the E&L Office, 54 High Street, Langholm 

(we re-open on Wednesday 5th January) 
or email: sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk for a form to provide your details.

£8, payable by card, cheque or cash  ■ All photos will be returned

Deadline for booking is 5pm on Monday 5th January 2022

Happy
New
Year!

NNEEWW YYEEAARR BBAABBIIEESS

The historic epicentre of reiving territory is in danger of disappearing forever

Nicol’s GuruShots

Nicol Nicolson with his work at the GuruShots exhibition in Edinburgh
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In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES
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C&D Auction Marts Limited had for-
ward 10,672 sheep comprising of
5,676 prime lambs and 4,996 cast
ewes & rams at their weekly sale at
Longtown last Thursday.
A smaller show of cast cows were for-

ward, with less quality on offer. The sale
topped at £1,214 for a Charolais shown
by Messrs Baxter, Moss Side, Hethers-
gill, which also topped the price per kilo
at 142p.
A larger entry of 5,676 prime lambs

were forward to the usual competitive
ring of purchasers ensuring all classes
sold well.
Lightweight lambs (31-37kg) sold to

a huge enquiry with all classes being
sharper on the week.
Beltex lambs topped this section and

the sale, selling to 397ppk consigned
from High house.
Texels and all continental bred lambs

in this section remain very good to sell
and way short of purchaser require-
ments topping at 318ppk consigned
from High House.
Blackface lambs sold to the dearest

trade of the season topping at 294ppk
for a very well finished pen of 50 con-
signed by M/s Graham, Craigdarroch,
Sanquhar, who’s fantastic run of 211
Blackface lambs went on to average
£105 per head and 293ppk.
Again, heavies proved the flavour of

the day with countless pens of over-
sized lambs making £160-plus and 

selling beyond 300ppk.
Topping the sale per head of £176 for

Texel lambs shown by J Peterkin, 
Barnyards, Inverness.
Mules sold well again with 52kg plus

lambs proving very good to sell. 
Topping at £169 consigned from West
Newlands with a further 2 pens selling
over £160.
A highlight of the sale was a fantastic

run of Texel cross lambs consigned by
M/s W Barbour, Carsegowan, Dumfries
who’s run of 282 heavy lambs topped
at £169 for a penful of 16 well-bred
55kg lambs. This run of lambs went on
to average a marvellous £149 per head
or 282ppk.
An overall sale average of 280.6p

(SQQ 284.8p) was achieved.
PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER KILO):
Beltex 397p, 384p High House, 379p,
363p Waltonwoodhead 360p High
House, 345p Mill View, 339p Thornth-
waite Close, 335p High Hall, 334p High
House.
Texel 333p Glenart, 331p 
Waltonwoodhead, 325p Finnieness,
319p Glenart, 318p, 313p High House,
312p Howard House, 311p Gallow-
berry, Langdyke Cottage, Mill View &
Auchengray.
Cheviot 306p High House, 304p Low
Glendinning Rigg, 303p Catslackburn,
300p Low Glendinning Rigg, 294p
Roughet Hill, 293p Daill & Kilnford
Croft, 292p Girnwood.

Dutch Texel 300p, 285p Burn House.
Charollais 295p Cambeckhill, 284p
Stewartfield, 280p Rigg Garth, 278p
Ashley Park, 276p Stewartfield, 275p
West Newlands.
Herdwick 295p Ashness, 292p 
Longrow, 284p Hallburn.
Suffolk 294p Catslackburn & North
House, 293p, 288p, 286p Archerbeck,
285p Ashley Park, 284p Nethertofts,
283p Shawhill, Archerbeck, Oswie &
Grainhead, 282p Glenart & Hallburn.
Blackface 294p, 293p Craigdarroch,
292p Chapel, 291p Craigdarroch, 287p
Chapel, 285p Sorbie, 284p 
Craigdarroch, 283p Sorbie.
Cheviot Mule 289p, 283p Kingside,
280p The Side.
North Country Cheviot 287p, 281p
Carruthers.
Bleu du Maine 286p Howard House.
Mule 282p Beacon Rigg, 278p 
Townfoot, 276p Low Stokoe, 275p 
Nunscleugh, 274p Corsencon &
Belzies, 273p Linton & West Newlands,
273p, 272p Low Leam, 272p
Langholm.
Swaledale 254p Low Stokoe.
PRINCIPAL PRICE (PER HEAD):
Texel £176 Barnyards, £174
Finnieness, £172 Barnyards, £171,
£170 Mill View, £170 Galleywreay,
£169 Corsencon & Carsegowan, £168
Byreburnside, £166 Kilnford Croft, £165
Mill View, West Newlands & 
Byreburnside.

Beltex £174 Waltonwoodhead, £166
Mill View, £164 High House, £163 
Waltonwoodhead, £160 High Hall & Mill
View, £150 High House & Finnieness.
Mule £169 West Newlands, £167
Finnieness, £166 Tinnishall, £159 
Linton.
Suffolk £168 Grindon Hill, £168, £161
Oswie, £158 West Newlands, £157 The
Nook, £156 Viewley, £152 Grindon Hill
& Archerbeck, £151.50 Carsegowan,
£150 West Newlands.
Charollais £165 West Newlands, £154
Tinnishall, £148 Kilnford Croft.
Cheviot £155 Kirkton, £145 West 
Newlands, £130.50 Kirkton, £130
Bridge End & Roughet Hill.
Cheviot Mule £148, £135 Kirk House.
Dutch Texel £141, £137, £135 Burn
House.
Blackface £130 Wanwood Hill, £122
Chapel, £121.50 Kingside, £120.50
Cowden Burn.
A larger show of 4,996 ewes were for-

ward with all classes holding firm, 
replicating last week’s extreme rates of
return.
Texel ewes sold to £245 consigned

by RWR Harris, Auchengool Cottage,
Dundrennan.
Hill ewes to £130 for Cheviots shown

by E Findlay, Daill, Isle of Islay.
Heavy Mule ewes sold to £130 from

D Story, Greenburn, Canonbie.
Cheviot Mules topped out at £142

Consigned by M/s JH & KA Thornhill,

Haresteads farm, Cheshire.
Rams topped at £198 for Texels from
Maxwell Farming Co., Druidhall, 
Thornhill.
HEAVY EWES:
Texel £245 Auchengool Cottage, £242
The Hagg, £240 Glenart, £230 Kirkbog
Lodge, £224 Beckfoot, £222 The Hagg,
£220 Bascodyke Foot & West Millhills,
£216 Bascodyke Foot, £210 Middle
Farm, £205 Bascodyke Foot.
Charolais £176 Beckfoot, £170 Little
Oaks.
Suffolk £175 Beckfoot, £172 Oswie,
£168 Priestdykes & Viewley, £167
Heatherglen, £163 Nether Stenries,
£162 Townhead of Culloch, £160 
Viewley.
Cheviot Mule £142 Haresteads, £133
Fountainhall, £128 Carsegowan.
North Country Cheviot £139 
Greenburn, £132 West Millhills, £125
Viewley, £123 North Synton & 
Blackpark, £122 Oswie & Hownam
Grange.
Bluefaced Leicester £132 
Romesbeoch, £130 Ballymena.
Mule £130 Greenburn, £129 Barn-
shangan, £128 North Synton, Don-
rentin Camphouse & Milnholm, £127
The Hagg, £126 Threepwood, £125
Oswie & High Glen Triplock, £124 Old
Rectory & Hallees.
LIGHT EWES:
Cheviot £130, £129, £116 Daill, £112
Glenshanna, £109 Mainside, £108

Milnholm, £105 Baillie.
Blackface £108 The Nook, £107 
Lawston, £102 Little Larg, £99 
Greenburn & Pole, £98 Wanwood Hill,
£97 Shitlington Hall, £96 Kirkland Hall.
Lonk £82 Cleuchhead.
Swaledale £78 Hightown & Wanwood
Hill, £76 Low Leam & Ridsdale, £70
High Lovelady Shield & The Wreay.
RAMS:
Texel £198 Druidhall, £182 The Hagg,
£170 Romesbeoch, £168 Kilfillan, £165
Beckfoot.
Suffolk £188 Milnholm, £174 
Lustruther, £172, £168 Fearn.
Bluefaced Leicester £168 Chirdon,
£166 The Old Police House.
Kendal Rough £160 Church View.
Beltex £160 Sorbie.
Charollais £154 Baillie.
Cheviot £148 Arkleton, £140 
Catslackburn, £138 Clerkhill, £130 
Unthank.
North Country Cheviot£145 Marchbank.
Blackface £124 Batey Shield, £120
Pole.
Swaledale £100 Knarr.
AVERAGES:
Lambs: Light to 397.0p (266.4p), 
standard to 384.0p (286.6p), medium
to 379.0p (284.8p), heavy to 363.0p
(275.7), and overweight to 311.0p
(272.0p).
Ewes: Light to £130.00 (£67.97), and
heavy to £245.00 (£115.36).
Rams: £198.00 (£116.30).

Around the marts

Scotch lamb back
on American plates

Barony Show
STUDENTS at Scotland’s 
Rural College held their own
agriculture show with more
than 40 animals at the Barony
Campus in Dumfries this
month.
SRUC Instructor Colin Wilson
came up with the idea of staging
the agricultural show, which
was held on 1 December, as
part of the students’ practical
sessions covering livestock, trac-
tor driving, soil and arable, 
environmental and farm main-
tenance. 
During November, show prep
was integrated into the rotation,
with sheep and cattle borrowed
from the farm so students could
learn how to use clippers to
‘dress’ the animals and train
them to appear in the ring.
Andrew Struthers, who has
travelled the world dressing
dairy cattle, was also on hand
to provide advice.
The overall Championship, as
well as the Bulling Heifer and
Dairy category, was won by NC
Agriculture students Eliza
Bowran and Katlyn McCormick. 
HNC Agriculture students
Angus McClymont, Murray
McHarg and Thomas Young came

second in the Bulling Heifer cat-
egory and Robyn Jardine and
Rachel Barr were third.
Overall reserve champions
were HNC Agriculture students
Abbie Cowan and Hamish Carr,
who were named champions of
the Sheep category and also
won the Scotch Mule Ewe cat-
egory, followed by HNC 
Agriculture students Adam 
McCombe and Duncan
MacBride, and NC Agriculture
students Eliza Bowran and 
Katlyn McCormick.
The Dairy Calves category
was won by Becca Brown, Chloe
Reid and Lucy Sanger, who
were also named reserve Dairy
champions with their calf. Angus
McClymont, Murray McHarg
and Thomas Young came second
and Laurie Graham, Anna 
Kenny, Georgia Cavanagh and
Eilidh Crawford came third.
Lucy Sanger and Rachel Barr,
who were named reserve cham-
pions in the Sheep category,
also won the Dorset Ewe cate-
gory with Angus McClymont,
Murray McHarg and Thomas
Young coming second and Luke
Smith, Jake Finlay, Andrew
Campbell and Drew Fisher, third.

THE USA will open its doors
to Scotch lamb from January.
A ‘small ruminant rule’ which
currently prevents imports of
lamb from the UK into the USA
has been amended by the United
States Department of 
Agriculture.
Exports of British lamb to the
US market will be able to 
resume after more than two
decades of restrictions.
It will come into force on 3
January 2022.
MSP Rachael Hamilton, who
is the shadow cabinet secretary
for rural affairs welcomed the
news stating it was a welcome
boost to Borders farmers.
She said she hoped that the
region will take full advantage
of the new opportunities pre-
sented by the lifting of the US
ban.
“This is a major announcement
which offers opportunities to

sell to the US market,” she said.
“Thanks to the UK govern-
ment, we now see this two-
decade-old ban lifted, with the
potential to reach 300 million
consumers.
“Scotch lamb is world-renowned
and this is testament to the high
animal welfare standards which
makes for a high quality 
product.

Demand
“The demand for lamb is 
increasing and I hope that 
Scottish farmers can tap into
this upward trend with this latest
boost for the farming and food
industry.”
UK producers will soon be
able to sell their lamb to a
market of over 300 million peo-
ple with the US market esti-
mated to be worth £37m. over
five years for the farming 
industry.

The US decision comes after
President Biden committed to
lift the ban in a meeting with
the prime minister in   September.
UK government minister for
Scotland Malcolm Offord said:
“This massive new export 
opportunity is fantastic news
for farmers in Scotland and
around the UK.
“US consumers will be licking
their lips at the prospect of soon

being able to tuck into our
world-class lamb.
“Scottish farming is crucial
to the UK's recovery from the
pandemic and the UK govern-
ment will do everything it can
to support it.”
The news follows years of 
negotiations and builds on the
success in securing the resump-
tion of UK beef exports to the
US.

The USA has re-opened its doors to imports of Scotch lamb
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HOPSRIG WIND FARM LIMITED
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

THE ELECTRICITY WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2017

Notice is hereby given that Hopsrig Wind Farm Limited, company registration number SC501771, with its Registered Office
at Muirhall Farm, Auchengray, Carnwath, Lanark, South Lanarkshire, Scotland, ML11 8LL, has applied to the Scottish 
Ministers for consent under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 to construct and operate a wind farm known as Hopsrig
Wind Farm, located approximately 7.5 km north-west of Langholm and 15 km north-east of Lockerbie in Dumfries and
Galloway(Central Grid Reference E328347 N588531). The installed capacity of the proposed generating station would be
over 50MW comprising up to 13 turbines with a maximum ground to blade tip height of 200 metres, and has been subject
to Environmental Impact Assessment. An EIA Report has been produced to accompany the 
application for consent.
Hopsrig Wind Farm Limited has also applied for a direction under Section 57(2) of the Town and Country Planning 
(Scotland) Act 1997 that planning permission for the development be deemed to be granted.
A copy of the application, with a plan showing the land to which it relates, together with a copy of the EIA Report discussing
the Company’s proposals in more detail and presenting an analysis of the environmental implications, is available for
public inspection, free of charge on the application website https://www.muirhallenergy.co.uk/project/hopsrig  or on the
Scottish Government Energy Consents website at www.energyconsents.scot under application reference ECU00002160.
Copies of the EIA Report may be obtained from Muirhall Energy (telephone: 01501 785 088 / email:
kl@muirhallenergy.co.uk) at a charge of £500 per hard copy and £20 per DVD/CD. Copies of a short Non-Technical 
Summary are available free of charge.
Any representations to the application may be submitted via the Energy Consents Unit website at
www.energyconsents.scot/Register.aspx; by email to the Scottish Government, Energy Consents Unit mailbox at 
representations@gov.scot; or by post to the Scottish Government, Energy Consents Unit, 4th Floor, 5 Atlantic Quay, 150
Broomielaw, Glasgow, G2 8LU, identifying the proposal and specifying the grounds for representation. Please note that
there may be a delay in the Energy Consents Unit receiving representations by post.
Written or emailed representations should be dated, clearly stating the name (in block capitals), full return email and postal
address of those making representations. Only representations sent by email to representations@gov.scot will receive
acknowledgement.
All representations should be received not later than 4th February 2022, although Ministers may consider representations
received after this date.
Any subsequent additional information which is submitted by the developer will be subject to further public notice in this
manner, and representations to such information will be accepted as per this notice.
As a result of a statutory objection from the relevant planning authority, or where Scottish Ministers decide to exercise
their discretion to do so, Scottish Ministers can also cause a Public Local Inquiry (PLI) to be held.
Following examination of the environmental information, Scottish Ministers will determine the application for consent in
two ways:

Consent the proposal, with or without conditions attached; or

Reject the proposal

General Data Protection Regulations

The Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit processes consent applications and consultation representations under
the Electricity Act 1989. During the process, to support transparency in decision making, the Scottish Government publishes
online at www.energyconsents.scot. A privacy notice is published on the help page at www.energyconsents.scot. This 
explains how the Energy Consents Unit processes your personal information.  If you have any concerns about how your
personal data is handled, please email Econsents_admin@gov.scot .

CCAARROOLLIINNEE 
MMUURRRRAAYY
Greenbank, Langholm

would like to wish family, 
friends and neighbours 
Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year

GGRRAANNTT && LLEESSLLEEYY
MMUURRRRAAYY

Elizabeth Street, Langholm

Season’s greetings to all
our family, friends 
and neighbours

Best wishes for 2022 xx

MMAARRGGAARREETT
TTAAIITT

Eskdaill Street, Langholm

wishes all her family  
and friends a 

Happy Christmas and
a healthy New Year

BBEETTTTYY  EEDDGGAARR
Goldielea Care Home, Dumfries

Wishing a 
Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year
to all her friends 

in the Langholm area

JJOOYYCCEE && JJIIMM
JJAACCKKSSOONN

Charles Street, Langholm

Wishing a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New year to 
all our family, friends and

neighbours xxx

Christmas
Greetings
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SSHHEEEENNAA && AARRTTHHUURR
EELLLLIIOOTT

Academy Place, Langholm

Wishing a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New year 

to all our family, friends 
and neighbours 

HHEELLEENN FFIISSHHEERRRosevale Street, LangholmMerry Christmas andall the best for 2022to all my family, friendsand neighbours xx
TTHHEE HHOOTTSSOONNFFAAMMIILLYYBraehead, LangholmSteven, Janie, Danny, Jackand Olly would like to wishall family and friends aMerry Christmas and aHappy New Year

JJIIMMMMYY HHOOTTSSOONN
Holmwood Drive, Langholm

wishing a 
Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year to all
friends and neighbours

IIAANN IIMMRRIIEE
aanndd FFAAMMIILLYY

of Harelaw, Canonbie
Would like to wish their
many friends, neighbours

and relatives
a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year

IIAANN RROOEEBBUUCCKK
17 Braehea

d, Langhol
m

wishes a 

Merry Chris
tmas and 

a Happy N
ew Year

to all family, friends

and neighb
ours xxx

KKAATTHHLLEEEENN
WWAARRWWIICCKK

Galaside, Langholm

Wishes family, friends
and neighbours the very
best for Christmas and

the coming year

DDAAVVIIDD
AANNDDEERRSSOONN
Would like to wish his

family and friends a

Merry Christmas and

a Happy New Year

KKEENNNNYYGGOORRDDOONNHolmwood Drive, Langholm
Would like to wish aMerry Christmas anda Happy New Yearto all family, friendsand neighbours xx

DDEERRRRIICCKKHHOOGGGG
Academy PlaceLangholm

Would like to wish allfriends and family the very best for Christmas and thecoming year

KKAATTHHLLEEEENN && GGEEOORRGGEEMMAAXXWWEELLLLMeikleholm, Langholm
Merry Christmasand Happy New Yearto all family and
friends

MMAAUURREEEENNJJOOHHNNSSTTOONNEEDouglas Terrace 
wishes familyand friendsa MerryChristmas
and aHappy New Year

JJEESSSSIIEE &&LLAARRRRYYMMAARRTTIINNInveresk, Langholm
wish familyand friendsa MerryChristmas
and aHappy New Year

AANNNNEENNOORRDDOONNHolmwood Drive,Langholm
Would like to wishfamily, friends andneighbours a Merry Christmasand a Happy New Year

AANNNN GGRRAAHHAAMM
Treetops, Langholm

Wishing a Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year 

to all my friends 
and neighbours

DDOOUUGGIIEE LLIITTTTLLEE
Elizabeth Street, Langholm

Wishing a 
Merry Christmas and

Happy New Year to all my
family, friends and 
neighbours xxx

EELLSSIIEE && PPAATT
KKEEEENNEEYY

8 Albert Place, Langholm

would like to wish 
family, friends & neighbours

a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year

CCHHRRIISSTTIINNEE,,SSTTEEVVEENN && MMAARRIIAAfrom Pelosi’s
wish all family, friends & customersa Merry Christmas and a Happy New YearSSPPOORRTTYY 

&& SSHHIIRRLLEEYY
Kirlin, Ros

evale Stre
et, Langho

lm

would like
 to wish 

everyone a
 very 

Merry Chris
tmas and 

a Happy N
ew Year

EELLAAIINNEE 
AANNDDEERRSSOONN
Mary Street

, Langholm

Wishing a 

Merry Chris
tmas and

a Happy N
ew Year

to all frien
ds

DDEERREEKK && EELLMMAA
BBEELLLL

John Street, Langholm

would like to wish 
everyone a very 

Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year

Christmas GreetingsMMAAGG &&
KKEEIITTHH
MMccKKAAYY

Holmw
ood D

rive, 
Langh

olm

Would l
ike to

 wish
 all

friend
s and

 fami
ly the

very 
best f

or 

Chris
tmas 

and t
he

comin
g yea

r

LLAANNDDEELLLLSS
IIRRVVIINNGG
Caulside, C

anonbie

Would like
 to wish al

l

family frie
nds 

and neighb
ours

the very b
est for

Christmas 
and the

coming yea
r

BBEERRTTAA BBEELLLLAcademy PlaceWould like to wish allher friends & familya Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year'

DDAAVVEE,, AANNNNEE &&

NNEEIILL CCAAMMPPBBEELLLL
Henry Street, Lan

gholm

would like t
o wish 

friends an
d neighbou

rs 

Merry Chris
tmas and 

a Happy New Year

MMAARRGGAARREETT 
&& ZZAANNDDEERR
TTUURRNNBBUULLLL
Eskdale Place, Langholm

Wish all family, friends and 
neighbours a Merry Christmas
and a happy, healthy New Year

BBRRIIAANN && AANNGGEELLAA
Hopsrig, Westerkirk

Wish all fam
ily and frie

nds 

a Merry Chris
tmas and 

best wishes for 2
022

DDOORREEEENN
NNIICCOOLL

Greenbank, Langholm

Would like to wish 
all friends and 

neighbours the very
best for Christmas
and the coming year

AALLEEXX
WWEEAATTHHEERRSSTTOONNEE

Elizabeth Street, Langholm

Wishing a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New year 
to all my family, friends

and neighbours xxx

MMAARRYYMMAACCKKAAYYNotwen HouseKirkpatrick-FlemingWould like to wish allfriends and family the very bestfor Christmas and thecoming year

MMAARRIIOONNRROODDGGEERRCharlotte Street, Langholm
Wishing all friendsand neighbours apeaceful Christmasand a healthy, happyNew Year
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Letters to the editor
Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or
email your comments to danielle@eladvertiser.co.uk

A bad budget for 
communities

The Scottish government has
once again overlooked local 
government in its budget, which
was announced last week.
Local government umbrella body,

the Convention of Scottish Local
Authorities, has described the bud-
get as a ‘bad deal for communities’
and warned that serious financial
challenges in key service areas lay
ahead for Scotland’s councils.
Once again local government has

been treated as the poor relation
of the public sector.
This settlement represents £100m

cut to councils’ core Settlement,
before any other pressures such
as National Insurance costs, pay
or inflation are taken into account.
Local government is now left in a

position where it does not have
adequate funding to provide our
range of essential services and

support recovery from Covid.
Many essential services provided

by Scottish local government are
already in a fairly precarious position
as a result of cuts to councils’ core
budgets and direction on spend 
towards Scottish government pri-
orities over the last few years.
Councils provide some of the most

important services for people, day
in and day out and it’s shocking
that we have once again been over-
looked by national government
The Scottish government must

realise that cuts to our core budgets
hit the most vulnerable in our com-
munities the hardest and are dam-
aging to our workforce.

Ditch the Drain 
campaign

I attended a presentation from
the Ditch the Drain Campaign on
the last Monday of November with
a member of the Langholm, Ewes
and Westerkirk community 

council.
There were some real concerns

that the campaign had gathered
and these had been sent to officers
in the Flood Risk Management
Team.

Answers
The decision at communities com-

mittee on 7 December to go ahead
with the next stage of the scheme
is correct as far as I am concerned,
it will be during this period and the
subsequent Environmental Impact
Assessment that the answers that
the group are looking for will be
answered.
As they say themselves not ev-

eryone will support their campaign,
but I think that the better the infor-
mation and challenges that come
forward can only be good for a
final plan that will reduce the chance
of flooding in Langholm, and also
get the three rivers to support the
economy of the Esk Valley.

Councillor’s comments
An update from our regular columnist, councillor Archie Dryburgh

Archie Dryburgh attended a presentation by the Ditch the Drain Campaign

Rotary
thanks
I would be grateful for the use
of your columns to thank all of
those who helped make
Langholm Rotary Club’s 
recent Christmas raffle a 
resounding success. Overall, we
raised a magnificent £1,000 for
our good causes.
Prize winners were for the  

hamper, Jordan Maxwell; bottles
of spirits, Lewis, Lesley Williams,
Neil Gass, Martin Ross and  ‘Jun-
ior’; bottles of sparkling wine,
Fiona Smith, Mo Pool, Amy
Forsyth, and Beth Smith; bottles
of table wine, Suzanne Murdoch,
Daisy Morrow, Roger Dobson,
Jamie Bell, and ‘RAG’; 
chocolates, Mark A.
Thank you again to all who

helped.

Jim Muir
Rotary
Club 

of
Langholm

Battling the
elements
After battling Storm Arwen last
month which I still have no
landline or broadband because
of, I managed to set fire to my
potting shed last week. Thank-
fully not too much fire damage
but the smoke damage is unbe-
lievable, that's going to take a
long time to sort out.
I therefore want to say thank

you to the fire crews, both
Langholm and Newcastleton, and
the ambulance – the Langholm
paramedics – who attended the
fire and to treat my mum for
smoke inhalation after she spotted
the fire. She was determined to
save my potting shed so tackled
the fire with watering cans as the
hose pipe wasn't working.
It was good to see so many 

familiar faces despite being in 

less than ideal circumstances.
We've had so many folks getting

in touch since and I've had lots
of offers of help to get the potting
shed cleaned up and useable again,
it really is hugely appreciated.
Extra special thanks must also

go to my husband, Michael
Coulthard, who created the potting
shed for me from a derelict build-
ing when I first started the nursery.
He and a fellow joiner, Robbie
Sharpe, rushed back here last
Thursday to repair the potting
shed roof for me and make it
weather-proof and Michael hasn't
teased me too much about setting
fire to it... yet.

Helen Knowles
Canonbie

Langholm and Newcastleton fire crews attended the fire at Tinnisburn

Switch-on picture sent in
shows Townfoot twinkling

Residents of Townfoot switched their festive lights on last weekend and the kids enjoyed the show
Picture by Lynne Aitken



Scottish News...
TOUTED as bold and ambi-
tious, the Scottish budget, 
announced last week, has come
under fire for its lack of 
offering for the Borders.
This is the critique of two

Borders politicians, who were
joined by a further south 
Scotland MSP who labelled it
a ‘huge disappointment’ for
Scotland’s high streets.
The government described it

as a bold, ambitious and 
progressive funding package to
create a greener, fairer Scotland,
one which ended Scotland’s
contribution to climate change,
tackled inequalities and invested
in the economy putting public
services at the forefront.
However, MSP Rachael

Hamilton and MP John Lamont
criticised the Scottish govern-
ment’s 2022-23 budget, saying
it ‘falls short’ of what is required
to help Scotland deal with the
ongoing pandemic.
South Scotland MSP Colin

Smyth also said it was a ‘huge
disappointment’ for Scotland’s
struggling high streets.

Finance Secretary Kate Forbes
presented the report last week.
She said it was a budget of

choices.
“The Scottish Budget will pro-

vide taxpayers with stability
and support, set out clearly how
we will accelerate our Covid
recovery, and crucially, how our
spending plans will set Scotland
on a new ambitious path,” she
said.
“It has been a challenging

Budget due to the continuing
impact of the pandemic, and
the uncertainty and worry that
Covid poses for us all.
“It is a budget for Scotland’s

future – one that will help us
secure a fairer, greener and more
prosperous country.”
The main points included keep-

ing income tax rates unchanged
next year but seeing the thresh-
olds at which it is paid increasing
for lower earners.
Minimum wage rises to £10.50

an hour for social care staff and
all people covered by the Public
Sector pay policy.
Last year's freeze on council

tax rises will not continue, so
for 2022-23, councils will be
able to set the rate they want
for the first time since the SNP
came to power in 2007.
£18bn. of funding will be 

allocated for Health and Social
Care, including £12.9bn. for
health boards.
Retail, hospitality, leisure and

aviation sectors have had 100%
rates relief to deal with effects
of the Covid pandemic over the
past two years – it will continue
until April next year in 
Scotland.
There will be 50% rates relief

for the first three months of
2022-23, capped at £27,500 per
ratepayer.

More than £4bn. will be paid
out in Scottish social security
and welfare payments, including
£1.95bn to start delivery of the
Adult Disability Payment in
2022-23.

Poverty
It also includes £197m. to dou-

ble the Scottish Child Payment
to £20 from April 2022 for fam-
ilies in poverty with children
under six - and extend it to
under 16s by the end of 2022.
The budget sets cash for the

decarbonisation of homes and
buildings, transport and industry
- £336m. for energy efficiency,
and low carbon and renewable
heat, £150m. for infrastructure
to make walking, wheeling and
cycling safer, and £1.4bn. to
maintain, improve and decar-
bonise Scotland's rail network.
Mrs Hamilton and Mr Lamont

criticised the lack of a mention
of the Scottish Borders in the
budget, other than a previously
announced commitment around
electrifying the Borders 
Railway.

The potential extension of the
line through Hawick and onto
Carlisle was not featured.
Several other concerns centred

around the core funding for
local councils, including the
NHS Borders’s budget and the
Agricultural Transformation Fund.
Both Borders parliamentarians

also remarked the Scottish bud-
get failed to protect Borders
jobs, livelihoods and businesses. 
“The SNP’s Budget fails to

address the issues brought about
by the pandemic, and ignores
the Borders entirely,” said Mrs
Hamilton.
"It is a rehash of old ideas

from a tired government that is
increasingly out of touch with
the needs of our region.
“It is a budget which focuses

on the central belt and ignores
rural areas such as the   Borders”.
Mr Smyth added that it was a

‘real blow’ and a ‘huge disap-
pointment’ for Scotland’s high
streets, as the government only
committed to three months of
tax rate relief for retail, 
hospitality and leisure.

Politicians react to budget
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Festive Travel 2021
Our festive bus times are now available on       
borderbuses.co.uk or on the Borders Buses app.  
Download the app today for all your festive travel needs.

Available from the App Store or Google Play for your mobile phone.

Borders MP John Lamont and MSP Rachael Hamilton have raised 
concerns over how the Scottish budget will affect the region



Teddy Carruthers
...continued

In an ordinary shop you
would be able to bank on it
but this is no ordinary shop. It
was like a soap opera except no
one could dream scenes like
these. To soap a man’s face I
first of all gave hot towel pres-
sure. This softens the beard. I
then lather with a brush of bad-
ger hair. When the lather is
good and thick I rub the beard
with my hands for a minute or
so. The top lip is the problem.
To soap it one had to split the
bristles with index and middle
finger. Right side of split to left
of upper lip from middle as you
look at it. Then left side of split
to right side of upper lip and
cheek as you look at the person.
I was just doing the dexterous
flash of brush when the punch
line of a joke hit Bob Bell’s ears.
He let out such a roar of
laughter it gave me a fright. So
much so I dropped the brush
into his mouth. He jumped out
of the chair and shouted I will
kill you, you little B….!! I ran
out of the shop along David
Street with him behind me. The
little white towel we place
under the chins of those being
shaved was flapping in the wind
as he ran. Froth blowing off his
cheek and out of his mouth. A
frightening sight for a boy.
We turned up John Street onto
the High Street and down 
Wattie’s Arch then back into the
shop. Customers and spectators
cheering me on did little to
soothe Bob’s temper. When he
got into the shop he could not
speak and could hardly breathe.
Teddy set him down and said it
was only an accident. He
calmed down and after a mouth
wash and glass of whisky he
was back in fine spirit. Sorry
about that one! 
Amazing how memories 

come flooding back. I was
telling how much we charged at
Teddy’s and it brought back the
name of Jackie Little down the
High Street who was closing
because of ill health, well he
was offering a hot bath and
towel as well as a haircut and
shave. He was before his time
you have to say, and the charge
was six pennies for the bath.
I thought I had long hours at
the Co-op but as time passed the
hours at Teddy’s got longer. I
started at nine in the morning
and finished most nights at nine
o’clock. Customers came as
they pleased. If we shut the
shop door they came in via the
front door of the house, along
the passage and into the shop. 
I used to say to Teddy what’s
the point of closing if you allow
everyone in the passage door. He
said they have always done that.
I was getting brave now that I
had been chosen for this job and
said it was alright for him he was
at home, I wasn’t, and this was
too late for me. He said he would
stop them but he never did. The
habit was just the same in 1941
when I joined the RAFVR.
Customers still came in and at
8pm Teddy was off to the
Crown or the Eskdale – two
bottles of stout every night on
the stroke of eight. I bet the bar-
man would have the tops off
waiting for him. His habit was
never broken in all the years I
knew him. Another habit, and it
was the one which killed him,
was smoking. From morning
until bedtime he had a cigarette
hanging from his top lip, which
was stained a dark brown after
years of that habit. I know what
his lip was like and I dread to
think what condition his lungs
were in. Teddy’s hands were lily
white – no tobacco stains on
them because he never held one
in his hand. Whatever he did –
mending watches or cutting 
hair a fag was hanging from his 

lips. He died of lung 
cancer at the age of 60. What a
shame because I liked him de-
spite his leaving me to do the
work. That side got worse when
he fell in love with Madge Mur-
ray and she worked in a TSB in
Whitehaven. Teddy used to
pack his bag and go to White-
haven for a week at a time.
Mind you I was good at cutting
hair and all other things by this
time. Watches I never touched.
Now I have told you the worst
of Teddy Carruthers and his habits
let me dwell on the side I love to
remember and things I hope to
keep remembering ’til my time
comes along and my road ends.
Let me tell you about Arthur
Scott, textile manufacturer, and
gentleman to boot. Arthur al-
ways sat on a three-legged stool
in the corner beside the knife
sharpening machine. He was a
big man and well liked. He told
a good story but I can’t possibly
remember all of them now.
He had the gift of reminding
other people of their jokes in a
strange way. He would get them
started and sit back and listen
and he had a hearty laugh. I do
not recall a time when Arthur
Scott was not in the “chair” as
they used to say of him. Most
evenings he was there leading
folk along in his inimitable way.

(...to be continued)
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Times Past 

75 years: Newcastleton concert
Under the auspices of the Liddesdale Temperence Brass Band, an excellent Sunday evening con-
cert was presented in St John’s Church. The Rev A M Craig introduced the various items, which
included some fine renderings of old psalm tunes by the band under their conductor, Mr Robert
Inglis, who is to be congratulated on the progress the band is making and on the excellent per-
formance presented. Particularly pleasing was the Brass and male voice quartet’s rendering of
the popular old psalm tune “Crimond”. These artists were: Brass – Mr John Armstrong, Mr W 
Armstrong, Mr R Elliot and Mr D Fair; Vocal – Mr J Inglis, Mr D Fair, Mr J Davidson and Mr
H Davidson. The fine rendering of solos and duets by the Langholm party: Miss M Miller, Miss
W Morrison, Mr R Stewart and Mr John Hyslop were listened to with rapt attention. Miss I
Fletcher ably accompanied at the organ. Every available seat in the Church was occupied, there
being about 280 present. The collection on behalf of the Cumberland Infirmary raised over £13. 

50 years:Two audacious burglaries in Langholm
Dumfriesshire CID and Police are presently making enquiries into two audacious burglaries
which were perpetrated in Langholm presumably early on Sunday morning. At Eskvalley Mill,
known to customers as ‘The Mill on the Hill’ which is situated about a quarter of a mile from the
A7 road at Skippers Bridge, half a mile south of Langholm. The culprits forced an entry to the
office in the Mill shop and took away the safe which contained approximately £200 in notes and
cash. The safe was later found in a neighbouring wood close to the mill. It had been forced open
and the cash contents were missing. Less than half a mile away from Eskvalley Mill and in the
actual burgh of Langholm, a similar burglary took place in Ashley Bank Hotel. Here the culprits
gained an entrance to the hotel by forcing a window and took the safe from the office which also
contained approximately £200 in notes and cash. No trace of this safe has been discovered. 

25 years: Luncheon Club celebrates
58 members sat down to turkey with all the trimmings at the Canonbie Luncheon Club. Among
the guests at the event in the village hall was Dr Rose from Canonbie Health Centre, local gov-
ernment officer, Grace Brown, United Free Church session clerk, Noel Jackson and Canonbie
associate minister, Duncan McPherson. The minister, the Rev Ron Campbell concluded the day
by thanking all the helpers, led by Barbara Lewis, who was unable to be present, her deputy Jean
Young, helpers Cissy Armstrong, Margaret Harvey, Irene McNeil, Mavis Jones and Ella
Maughan, who assists when others are off. He emphasised that without these ladies the lunch
club would not be so successful and he presented them each with a gift on behalf of the members.
In turn, Mrs Armstrong presented the minister with a gift from the members for all the work he
puts in. Mr Campbell thanked the members for their continued support and announced that the
next meeting would be 20 January.

100 years: Royal Arch Masonry, St Thorwalds Chapter 319 
A convocation was held in the Masonic Hall on Wednesday evening, Companion WE Welton
MEZ presiding. The object of this meeting was to receive an official invitation from the Earl of
Stair PGS from Dumfries and the Stewartry. The Earl, who was staying at Langholm Lodge 
expressed his high satisfaction with his visit to Langholm. A most notable event in the history of
Freemasonry in Langholm is that this year 1921 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the resuscitation
of the Lodge, which was dormant for 18 years previous to 1871, when the then late Mr Lyall,
schoolmaster of Ewes and a few other enthusiastic gentlemen took steps and got the Lodge 
renewed on the old charter which is dated 1747. Only one of these 1871 brethren Matthew Knox
is alive in Langholm. During those 50 years it may be truthfully said that Langholm has been
very fortunate in having a good succession in the quality of her office bearers, the consequence
of which is borne out with the perfect manner of the working of the lodge today; while they have
a ball for masonic purposes, which for beauty, is second to none in the south of Scotland. 

We continue our serialisation of Tommy Beattie’s memoirs

Margaret McDairmant, Ella Robertson and Cissy Armstrong at the Canonbie Luncheon Club Christmas lunchIn 2005, members of Langholm Day Centre reminisce about the war years with Adrienne Maxwell, Marion Rodger, Betty
Little, Irving Stuart, Sandra Graham, Rachel Graham, Rita Murray, Annette Patterson, Kate Turk and Barbara Graham

Memories &
Milestones

Arthur Scott, manufacturer, 
Eskmount, d 1940, son of 
Alex Scott of Erkinholm
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THE cast and crew of Centre
Stage Community Theatre are
delighted to be presenting 
‘Rapunzel’ at the Buccleuch
Centre this week.
After rehearsing in small, Covid-
safe groups since August, the
company are coming together with
some familiar, and some new
faces, to stage this traditional fam-
ily story, with lots of laughs and
music along the way.
Will Rapunzel be rescued from
the tower? Will the wicked Fairy
steal her magic back? Will there
be lots of audience participation?
Oh yes there will!

• Performances start tonight
and run until Sunday, with 
matinees on the Saturday and
Sunday.

A reflective Langholm Bridge in its festive lights.  Photo by Tom Hutton of Langholm
Camera: Samsung A51

The E&L Gallery

Catch the return of the Muckle Toon panto

‘There is nothin’ like a dame, nothin’ in the world’
Langholm’s own panto dame, Les Murray, in full flow

ENTERTAINMENT

Above right: 
The full cast and crew of Rapunzel 

enjoying rehearsals

Right:
Abbie Laidlaw, Lauren Davidson, Ailidh

Scott, Yvie Couuperthwaite & Martha Brown



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

TO LET

PUBLIC NOTICES

ELECTRICIAN

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES
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013873 
80012

LANGHOLM 
TOWN HALL 

(inside)
WEDNESDAYS 10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS 9am - 2pm
Access through rear door

ROYAL BANK MOBILE VAN
Day Centre car park

Thursdays
11:45am - 12:25pm

PUBLIC NOTICES

sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

ADVERTISING in the E&L ADVERTISER

ROOFING SERVICES

LANGHOLM POP-UP SHOP
December 2021

■ Thurs 16th - Tue 21st December (74 High St)

Yarns To Yearn For

To book a space: Call Sharon Irving on 07862 367209
or email: sharon@ashleybank.co.uk

McCulloch
 Roo�ng Family Business Since 1979

28 Bank Street
Galashiels TD1 1EN

for a free quote or advice
Phone:01896 888664

web: mccullochroofing.co.uk

ALL ROOFING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Sla�ng ▪ Tiling ▪ Flat Roofs 
UPVC Windows and Doors 
UPVC Facias and Gu�ering

BLINDS

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows
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COMPLAINTS

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER

COMPLAINTS
To make a complaint about anything in The Eskdale and 

Liddesdale Advertiser, please visit the office on Langholm High
Street and speak to the community editor Danielle Kenneally.

Alternatively, please contact the company secretary
by email: secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk.

Or by writing to:  
The company secretary, Muckle Toon Media,
Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

TAILORING SERVICES

Sewing Repairs and Tailoring Alterations
Ironing (Annan only) and Stain Removal

Jeans ● Leather Jackets ● Curtains ● Zips ● Dresses ● Skirts
PROFESSIONAL LEATHER JACKET REPAIRS ● WEDDING DRESS ALTERATIONS

1 HOUR SERVICE AVAILABLE AT NO EXTRA COST
Phone: 07928 295110

54 English Street, 
Longtown CA6 5SD

137 High Street, 
Annan DG12 6EB

ANNAN LONGTOWN

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
Gillian McCartney,Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN
Tel: 013873 81066 | email: gillian@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM

Borderlands Brewery
116A High Street Langholm

Open every Friday 
4pm to 6pm for collection

Hand crafted Ale brewed in Langholm
Free delivery in Langholm and Canonbie
order via website or call 07843 896644

www.borderlandsbrewery.co.uk

BREWERY www.dumgal.gov.uk

PLANNING
The applications, associated plans and documents can be viewed on-line by 
following the ePlanning link on the Council’s website at www.dumgal.gov.uk/
planning.  Written comments may be made by email to Planning@dumgal.gov.
uk or via the Council’s website, as noted above, by 06/01/2022 (Type B).
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 
1997 (B)
Ref No/Type Address/Proposal
21/2382/LBC (B) 12 High Street, Langholm - Erection of two extension 
to rear elevation of dwellinghouse and relocation of satellite dish

POP-UP SHOP
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Girls’ Football
A FAMOUS former pupil returned for train-
ing at the recently launched girls’ football
in the area last week.

Former Langholm Academy pupil and current
Carlisle United player Gillian Telford from
Newcastleton joined the after-school football
for girls in the Langholm Academy school
cluster as the sessions continue to go from
strength to strength.

Gillian said after the session: “It’s great to
see so many girls just enjoying the game
and more importantly, having fun.

“There is also lots of potential there and
hopefully some players to look out for in the
future.”

With 39 girls now registered and training
each Thursday evening, discussions have
already taken place to organise friendly
games for both primary and secondary teams
in the new year.

Plus, a trip to watch the Scotland’s women 
team play at Hampden Park in the new year
is being planned.

More news is yet to come in the coming
weeks about a successful funding application
that will allow the girls football to remain free
of charge in 2022.

Thanks go to its organiser, Calum Graham
of Active Schools and Community Sport, as
well as its young helpers Rhegan Irving,
Freya Blaikie and Matilda Brockley, and com-
munity sports coach, Aidan Wilson for their
help.

• Any girls regardless of ability wishing
to join the after-school football sessions
that take place on Thursdays at Langholm
Academy on the 3G pitch 
between 4.45pm-5.45pm can register at
https://forms.office.com/r/uJzJgwpLxd.

Inspiring Gillian

Girl's football with Gillian Telford (centre), Freya Elliot and Chloe Wilkinson

E&L
CLASSIFIEDS

CELEBRANT SERVICES

Bespoke and crea�ve events that 
capture special memories
Funeral, Memorial and 

celebra�on of life  ceremonies 
Baby naming ceremonies

Weddings and vow renewals 

LLoovviinngg CChhooiiccee CCeerreemmoonniieess 
IInnddeeppeennddeenntt CCeelleebbrraanntt SSeerrvviicceess

CCaallll JJeennnnyy 0077880077 552200449999  
ffoorr aa ffrreeee,, nnoo oobblliiggaa��oonn ccoonnssuullttaa��oonn

Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

J. & A. Hodgson
Independent Family Funeral Directors

134 High Street, Annan
A Caring Family Firm
Caring for your family

Private Rest Room
For 24 hour caring personal service

Tel. 01461 205920
Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors Member
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available on request

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508
Girl's football has become very popular in Langholm

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
is part funded by

Dumfriesshire East
Community Benefit Group

and charitable trusts 
and individuals 
from the community 
of Langholm.
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Rugby
By Kenneth Pool

Corstorphine Cougars RFC 23-15 Langholm RFC

LANGHOLM travelled to Edinburgh to play 
Corstorphine Cougars for their first league
match since 23 October.

Having had their previous three matches can-
celled by bad weather and the Inverleith Covid
issue, the team were keen to get a match under
their belt before the Christmas break. 

With a full squad, including new player Tommy
Dickson, formerly of Silloth RFC, Langholm
started the game well and dominated possession
for the first twenty minutes coming close to
scoring on two occasions. Against the run of
play, however, Corstorphine had a breakaway
try after 25 minutes which they converted. With
a bit more possession coming their way, 
Corstorphine added a penalty to make the score
10-0. A good moved by the visitors saw Eddie
Turner cross the line for a fine try which Nathan
Smith converted. Langholm were once again
dominating proceedings and a penalty by Smith
tied the scores 10-10 at half time.

The Corstorphine coach must have had words 
with his team during the break as the home side

came out playing with more purpose in the
second half. Although Langholm were providing
some stout defence, it was Corstorphine who
added another unconverted try. The visitors were
now having to do a lot of defending and the
pressure from the home forwards led to another 

try. With the score now 20-10, Langholm stepped
up the tempo and used Dickson to carry the ball
forward and this resulted in a try for the new
lad. The conversion was missed. Langholm now
threw everything at Corstorphine to try and get
another try but a successful home penalty in the
closing minutes gave the victory to the Edinburgh
side by 23 points to 15 and denied the visitors
even a losing bonus point.

It was a gutsy effort from Langholm who
never gave up and played well, but inevitability
the lack of matches for six weeks took its toll.

Langholm are now in sixth place in the table
on 23 points with two games in hand. North
Berwick are top on 44 points with Corstorphine
in second on 37 points.

The team’s next match is on 8 January when
Penicuik visit Milntown.

An update on their recent Movember fundraiser
saw £888 raised in total, unfortunately most of
the team removed their moustaches as soon as
they got to 1December.

It was a great effort by the lads to raise
awareness of men's health issues, such as prostate
cancer, testicular cancer, and men's suicide.

The Movember charity will use all the money
raised throughout the country to fund more 
than 1,250 men’s health projects around the
world.

Stout Langholm defence
fails to scare theCougars
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PAPA Tango Charly was a
winner this week for
Langholm’s Martin Tedham.

The six-year-old, ridden by
Nick Scholfield and trained
by Jono O’Neill travelled
strongly during the two-mile
five-furlong 18-fence race on
Sunday at Carlisle to take
the win.

It was the favourite in the
race and the gelding kept on
strongly against a field of
eight other horses, and was
hard pressed inside the final
110yds, but he took the win
over runner-up Uncle 
Alastair.

Tedham’s only other horse
of the week to run was the
self-named Tedham, and
while he was trained by the
same trainer and ridden by
the same jockey, he came in
last place in his race at 
Bangor-on-Dee last Friday.

Langholm-based trainer
James Ewart had another

largely unsuccessful week,
with only mid to last place
finishes for his steeds, Ascot
De Bruyere, Muhtamar, Bottle
Hill, Ettila De Sivola, and Fast
Scenic.

He will be hoping for better
placed finishes over the next
week at Haydock and 

Newcastle with Charmant,
and Bigbadmattie at 
Haydock, as well as Hold
Onto The Line and The
Blame Game at Musselburgh.

There were also no winners
for Iain Jardine this week.

Langholm’s jockey Jamie
Gormley did not see a look

in at any of the courses, and
the best placed finish was a
third place at Newcastle with
Novak, however, it was only
in a race of four.

All other results for Jardine,
were similar to Ewart’s – mid
to last place finishes.

He will also hope for more

success over the next 
week with New Delhi 
Express, Smart Lass, 
Pure Surf, Takaramore,
Lastofthecosmics, Star, Call
Me Henry, and Equidae.

Their races will feature across
Southwell, Musselburgh, and
Wolverhampton.

LRFC 2nd XV

Party time
for rugby tots

Rugby Tots
LANGHOLM Rugby tots have been 
running sessions every Friday since 
August culminating in a year end 
Christmas party.

Last Friday the group enjoyed a 
Christmas-themed session with Santa leav-
ing a gift for all the children to enjoy before
he returns to Langholm on Christmas Eve.

Development officer Davie Oliver has
been running the sessions.

He was pleased to see everyone have a
good time.

Papa Tango Charly wins at Carlisle

Eddie Turner who scored the first try against
Corstorphine

Nick Schofield piloted Papa Tango Charly to a win at Carlisle for Langholm’s Martin Tedham
Picture by jonjooneillracing.com

Davie Oliver with his Langholm Rugby Tots


