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Huge storm leaves structural damage and hundreds of trees down in its wake
ON FRIDAY evening, as the country prepared for the onslaught of
the latest named storm, Arwen, Eskdale and Liddesdale too
battened-down the hatches and prepared for the worst as the region
was firmly in the amber warning area.

In the cold light of day, after a
night of incessant high winds, the
damage was obvious - hundreds
of trees down, power outages, entire
woods flattened, structural damage,
roofs off and Langholm entirely
cut-off with trees blocking every
road into the town.
The A7, just north of the town, at
Walker’s Hole was completely
impassable for several hours on
Saturday until a huge team of workmen cleared the fallen trees from
the roadway. The team was helped
by several members of the RAC
Rally, who were billeted in the
Crown Hotel overnight after being
stranded, who cleared the cut wood
from the road.
The B709 Langholm to
Westerkirk/Eskdalemuir road
remains closed but huge efforts are
being made to clear the fallen trees.
This is made more complicated
as the fallen trees have become
entangled with cables.
The Sorbie road is open as a
diversion
Speaking with one of the town’s
more senior residents, Arthur Elliot,

85, whose house suffered some
minor damage, Arthur said “This
is the worst wind damage I can
remember, never has there been as
many trees down in my lifetime,
there have been some hoolies, but
never as bad as this”.
Langholm Rugby Club clubrooms
also suffered major damage to the
roof.
Club chairman, Kenneth Pool
said: “A large section of the felt
and insulation on the north-facing
roof was lifted by the wind and
completely ripped off.
“A great volunteer response from
members and helpers soon cleared
all the debris and made the roof
watertight with tarpaulins.”
The electric cables behind the
building were brought down by
fallen trees leaving the club without
power.
“We are awaiting notification of
when the power will be
restored,” he continued.
“The club is very grateful for the
efforts of the volunteers.”
Turn to page 2

The RAC rally drivers help with the clean-up on the A7 at Walker’s Hole

Picture by Alex Thomas

Deaths

Church Notices

REID, Jean

Peacefully on 28th November 2021, in Thomas
Hope Hospital, Jean Reid, née Little, 48 Townfoot,
Langholm, dear wife of the late Billy, a much
loved sister and aunt.
Funeral from 48 Townfoot on Tuesday 7th December at12 midday, thereafter interment in
Langholm Cemetery, all friends invited.
Family flowers only, donations in lieu to Langholm
Day Centre, collection at service.

Thanks for Sympathy
BELL, David (Dav)
Catherine, Mark and Michael would like to thank
everyone for their kind thoughts, cards, messages
and flowers on the sad death of David (Dav).
Thank you to Nicholson’s Funeral Directors for their
guidance and to all who donated at the service

CROPPER, Angela

We would like to send our sincere thanks to
everyone for their kind words, cards and wishes
at what has been a very difficult time for us all.
We were absolutely overwhelmed by the
attendance at Angela’s funeral, which was
testament to how well loved she was and how
greatly missed, not only by us but also by all who
knew her.
Thank you to Rev. Pickles for the lovely service,
David Erskine for his care and support and all the
team at Langholm Social Club for the great send
off.
Finally, we would like to thank the amazing staff
on the Alexandra Unit and the Macmillan team at
Dumfries and Galloway Royal Infirmary who
looked after Angela with unfaltering care and
compassion for which we will be eternally grateful
and are therefore delighted to have raised £2,150
for Macmillan Cancer Support in Angela’s
memory. A little piece of Angela will live on in all
of us, Mark, Macy, Sadie, Mick and Michelle.

share the news of any..........

• engagements
• marriages
• anniversaries
• births
• thank yous
• congratulations

sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

Thank You

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE
PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale Church
welcomes you to
Worship on Sunday
mornings at 10am
Canonbie Church
at 11:30am
Worshippers will be
required to adhere to
Covid restrictions.
Online service goes
live each Sun 11am
If you are seeking
pastoral support or wish
to arrange a wedding or
baptism please contact
Rev Morag Crossan on
07861 736071 or email
mcrossan@
churchofscotland.org.uk

LANGHOLM,
ESKDALEMUIR,
EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES
Church Services
Sunday 5th December
Langholm 10am
Communion

Sunday Club meet at
Masonic 10am
Westerkirk 1.30pm

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.
Social Distancing
will be observed.
Please wear masks.
Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 80859.
Mobile. 07543 179469
Charity no. SCO11946

Chat Crawford

would like to
thank everyone for
the many cards,
flowers, gifts and
messages received on her
90th birthday.
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By Gilly Fraser

Storm Arwen hit Newcastleton
far harder than many people
in the area had anticipated,
bringing gale force winds that
caused considerable damage.
Residents in Frank Coutts Court
had to be evacuated after trees
fell onto their homes.
Thankfully no-one was injured
but eyewitnesses said it had
been a terrifying experience.
The gale force winds brought
down trees along roads in and
around the village, rendering
many impassable and a number
of householders said slates had
been ripped from their roofs.
A local farmer’s barn collapsed
on top of valuable agricultural
machinery and a stable block
situated just outside the village
was torn apart - fortunately no
animals had been inside it at
the time.

Trees fell onto homes in Frank Coutts Court

Inoperable

The entire village was hit by a
power cut from early evening on
Friday until midway through
Saturday morning which also left
the filling station inoperable.
The storm also forced the cancellation of the Saturday leg of the
2021 Roger Albert Clark Rally.
Drivers who had gone through
Newcastleton on the way to
Wales, said the conditions were
the worst they had ever known.
A number were offered hospitality by local people after they
were stranded by the weather.
Event officials said they took
the decision to cancel because
safety was their main priority
and they considered the situation
to be a threat to life.

A barn collapsed onto valuable agricultural machinery

A stable on the outskirts of Newcastleton was literally ripped apart

Scary experience as storm lifts roof
> From page 1

Contact us on 013873 80012

Copshaw evacuations as
Storm Arwen hits hard
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Kirsty Ash of Whitaside
Langholm tells us of her Arwen
experience.
“On Friday night during Storm
Arwen the wind caught the corner
of our roof and lifted up half of it
and planted it over the chimney insulation boards went flying over
the roof and some ended up three
gardens down.
“The noise of the wind and
flying boards was quite scary and
Harris (the dog) was petrified.”
She added they had a couple of
leaks in the kitchen and dining
room during the night, however,
it could have been a lot worse.
“It wasn’t until the morning after

we could see how much damage
had been done. Alan, Rab and
Graeme Jamieson did a
temporary fix on Saturday morning
which will hopefully be watertight.
“If more high winds arrive it
might be like a scene from Wizard
of Oz.
“Still waiting to hear from
Insurance Company after
calling several times.”

• If you have any tales of your
Storm Arwen experiences, we
would be glad to publish them
in the E&L. If you have a photo
to accompany it, so much the
better. Send them in to
danielle@eladvertiser.co.uk.

The roof of Kirsty Ash’s house on Whitaside, Langholm

Over 50? Get your
booster jab soon
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser • Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

Vaccination programme expanded to all over 18
A CALL for people aged 50 and over to

have their booster jabs has been made to
those yet to receive one against Covid-19
or flu.
Plus, the vaccination programme has been
expanded, with boosters being offered to all
over 18s and the wait after a second dose cut
from six months to three.
Children aged 12-15-years-old will also now
be invited for a second jab and severely
immunosuppressed people should be offered
a fourth dose of the vaccine.
It comes as cases of the new Covid-19 omicron variant were identified in Scotland –
nine up to Tuesday.
Five cases are in the Lanarkshire area and
two have been identified in the Greater Glasgow
and Clyde area.
First minister Nicola Sturgeon said the cases
all traced back to a ‘single private event’ on
20 November. However, the lack of any known
travel or overseas connection to the cases
suggested there was community transmission
of the variant in Scotland.
Rather than introducing new restrictions,
the Scottish government was asking people
to ‘significantly step up and increase compliance’ with existing protections.
Scotland’s health secretary, Humza Yousaf

said: “There is still much to learn about the
Omicron variant.
“Questions remain about its severity, transmissibility and response to treatments or vaccines and scientists are working at pace to
provide additional information.
“Until more is known we must be cautious
and do everything we can to minimise the
risk of spreading infection.”
He added: “We have already taken steps
and are aligning with the new border restrictions
being introduced by the UK government which
will require fully vaccinated arrivals to take a
PCR test within two days of arrival and to
self-isolate until a negative result is received.
“These measures will be introduced as soon
as possible and kept under constant review.
“We are also adopting the expanded red list
of countries identified by the UK government.”
He urged people to continue the wearing of
face coverings, hygiene, home working, ventilation, vaccination and regular testing.
"If you have symptoms, self-isolate and take
a test and if contacted by Test and Protect or
public health teams please co-operate and
follow their advice,” continued Humza.
“All close contacts of suspected Omicron
cases will be advised to self-isolate for 10

days, regardless of their vaccination status.
“And of course, if you are eligible for your
booster, or are still to have any dose of the
Covid-19 vaccine, please get vaccinated now.”
As part of Scotland-wide moves, no
appointment letters for the boosters are planned
for those people aged 50-59, unpaid carers,
or household contacts of people who are
immune-suppressed.
Instead, all those in these next eligible groups
need to take action themselves – visiting the
new national online portal or phoning the
national helpline number to pick a location
and timeslot for their Covid booster and/or
flu vaccination.
This marks a very significant change in the
national vaccination appointing system.
Additionally, anyone aged 60 and above, or
in an at-risk group, who has not yet had their
Covid-19 booster or flu vaccination for whatever reason is also urged to visit the online
portal or phone the national helpline number
to choose their vaccination slot.High numbers
of Covid cases are still being seen within

the region.

• To book a local appointment, visit
https://vacs.nhs.scot or telephone 0800
030 8013.
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DECK THE HALLS with an
E&L CALENDAR

The E&L Calendar 2022 has arrived!
A4 Size.
Available from our offices at 54 High
Street, Langholm.
Only £6 - featuring photos which have
featured on the E&L Gallery page.
Get yours now! ........The perfect gift!

Arwen becomes unexpected
guest at twins’ birthday treat
By Sharon Tolson

A BIRTHDAY treat turned
into a real adventure for one
Langholm family caught in
the midst of Storm Arwen at
the weekend.
When Iona and Robert
Davidson’s twin daughters, Isla
and Lauren opted to go to
Fusion Trampoline centre in
Carlisle for their birthday, little
did they know it would result in
them being stranded with no
way to get back in the town.
They took two friends with
them, Holly Irving and Emilia
Graham with them for the 79pm disco and it was around
8.45pm that Emilia’s mum
Jenny Graham contacted Iona
to say there were reports of a
tree down on the A7.
Meanwhile Robert also contacted Iona to let her know
about the weather and Iona decided then it was time to leave
Carlisle and head for home.
Iona said: “At the time it
wasn’t as wild in Carlisle.”
The five of them headed to
Longtown where Robert would
meet them and try an alternative route home.
With Robert driving, they

headed towards Waterbeck but
were soon halted with fallen
trees all around and at one point
were trapped 10 metres
between two.
Luckily, they met Callum
Henderson who was able to
help Robert move one of the
smaller, lighter trees to escape.
After trying other routes home,
they eventually decided to be
safe and headed away from the
smaller treelined roads towards
Gretna where they booked into
the Days Inn at Gretna Services
to spend the night.
Talking to the E&L, Iona said:
“It was midnight by the time we
reached Gretna Services, the
girls were tired and hungry and
I hadn’t eaten myself since
lunchtime but the staff there
were very good and gave us
water and crisps.”
Lauren added that it felt like
they were ‘in a film’, while
Emilia said she hated it and was
scared when her phone died and
she could not phone her mum.
After a comfortable night they
looked forward to their breakfast
at Starbucks and headed back to
Langholm along the A7 by
which time the road had been Emilia, Isla, Lauren and Iona (and Holly, missing from the picture) are none
the worse after their adventure
cleared of the fallen trees.
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Scotland Loves Local
award for Langholm
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
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Storm Arwen
clear-up
thanks

THE Langholm Initiative and
Tarras Valley Nature Reserve
have said a huge thank you to
the lads at Perterburn who went
out with their chainsaws on
Saturday morning and cleared
the
Cronksbank
to
Broomholmshiels road of post
storm debris.
Along with Jenny Barlow,
estate manager for TVNR, the
initiative’s
chairwoman,
Margaret Pool, checked on all
the tenants on the moor later in
the day, although without
electricity, phone or internet
connection, and in two
cases without water, all were
safe.
They hope all the utilities will
have been restored soon and all
the concerns that the storm has
left in its wake is cleared up as
speedily as possible.

Mental
health fund

THE new communities mental
health and wellbeing fund is
now open for applications across
the south of Scotland.
Grassroots community groups,
social enterprises, and third
sector organisations in Dumfries
& Galloway and the Scottish
Borders will be able to benefit
from a pot of £750,000.
The Fund aims to support
adult
community-based
initiatives to help address the
impact of distress and mental
ill health caused by social
isolation and loneliness, as well
as addressing the mental health
inequalities exacerbated by the
Covid-19 pandemic.

• Full details can be found at
https://www.tsdg.org.uk/cmhwf/.

Self-assessed
tax

Self-assessment tax return
customers have 61 days to complete their online tax returns.
The self-assessment tax return
deadlines for 2020/21 tax year
were 31 October for paper
returns and 31 January 2022
for online returns.
More than 10.7 million
customers completed a tax
return by 31 January 2021, of
those 96% submitted it
online.
Even if customers submit their
completed tax return now,
they do not have to pay any
tax owed until 31 January
2022.

• Visit https://www.gov.uk/selfassessment-tax-returns for
more information.

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Transformation of former police station gets national recognition
THE Eskdale Foundation has
won a Scotland Loves Local
Award.
Work to convert Langholm’s
former police station has been
recognised in the category for
Town Centre Living.
The transformation of the former police station, led by the
Eskdale Foundation, into new
homes was rewarded for its positive impact on the town.
Their success came after judges
heard of the hard work and
determination of the organisation
to bring the building back into
use and create good-quality
affordable homes.
It was organised by Scotland's
Towns Partnership.
Chairman of STP, Leigh Sparks
said: “You cannot fail but to be
both humbled and energised by
the fantastic work that all of
our nominees are doing to create
a fairer, stronger, more sustainable future where local life is
the heartbeat of Scotland.
“They go above and beyond,
day in, day out to help create
communities which we will all
be the better for and deserve
this rich recognition.
“My congratulations go to all
of our finalists.”

After being given the chance
to buy the Buccleuch Square
site - which had lain empty
for 12 years - for just £1, the
Foundation spearheaded a mission to not just reinvigorate the
former station look of the building, but create four new town
centre homes.
That work, over a number of
years, included raising £600,000
to turn the ambition into
reality.
Not without its reward, the
Scotland Loves Local award
cements their achievement.
Elsewhere in Dumfries &
Galloway, The Institute of Local
Television in Sanquhar was a
runner-up in the Creative Town
Category.
Its nomination highlighted how
artistic creativity has triggered
community regeneration, with
work including the transformation of the town’s former lemonade factory into a gallery, the
conversion of an abandoned
abattoir into a Museum of Model
Art, the establishment of
Sanquhar Arts Festival, creation
of a Cultural Quarter and the
development of arts and cultural
tourism.
The Scotland Loves Local

Members of The Eskdale Foundation with the team behind the award-winning redevelopment

Awards recognised and rewarded
remarkable work taking place
to transform communities and
make them better places to live.
They also highlight the vital
need for people to think, choose
and spend local to help
businesses in their community
survive the impact of
Covid-19.

• For more information about
the awards and the wider
Scotland Loves Local campaign, go to www.lovelocal.scot
and follow #ScotlandLovesLocal on social media.

The newly refurbished police station is now fully occupied

Survey on primary school future
A NEW community survey called
‘A Positive Future for the Old
Langholm Primary School’ has
been launched.
Community Enterprise, along with
John Gilbert Architects, have been
commissioned by the Langholm
Alliance to research and then set
out a viable vision for the old primary
school, partly to accommodate services and facilities suggested by the
Langholm Alliance’s community
action plan.
The Langholm Alliance said they
wanted as many people as possible
to have their say on the future of the
former Langholm Primary School.
“We have a team working on a
business plan for the premises and
they’re eager to take on board the
views of the whole community.”
The community plan for Langholm
that was consulted on locally saw a
vision for 2030 for Langholm to be
‘an even better place for people to
stay, work, and visit’.
‘By 2030 Langholm will be a celebrated hub for small business and
quality textiles, and a renowned
visitor destination for its natural
environment, its rich heritage, and

its quality produce’.
The purpose of the Langholm
Alliance is to regenerate the area
as a thriving, sustainable community
through implementing that community
plan.
As a key tool to achieve the objectives in the plan, the Langholm
Alliance has an interest in the asset
transfer of the old primary school on
Thomas Telford Road to the
community.
Re-storing and re-purposing this
building could be the catalyst to
achieving much of the aspiration
featured in the plan.
This survey invites those who live,
work or visit Langholm to share their
views on the potential use of the
school and the benefit to the
community.
John Gilbert Architects and
Community Enterprise will undertake
the more detailed community and
technical research to help provide a
detailed plan for the building.
Community Enterprise, will then
help to develop the idea.
It comes as a result of Dumfries &
Galloway council’s rejection of a
private bid back in July on the school,

Langholm Alliance has a vision for the use of the old Langholm Primary School

which meant the Alliance was in a
position to start consulting and business planning on the premises, with
a view to taking its case to the Scottish
Land Fund for a technical assistance
grant which would assess feasibility.
It gave them a six-month window in
which to sort out its finances and
conduct a feasibility study on the site.

• To access the survey, visit
https://bit.ly/3DeEL4k.

• Those who would like any further
information are asked to contact
the Community Enterprise’s CEO,
Douglas Westwater by emailing
douglas@communityenterprise.co
.uk or phone 07898 306374.

Langholm Primary team
to help the Lions Roar
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser • Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

Bedroom Tech’s motivating alarm catches the judges’ attention
A WINNING team has been
selected from Langholm
Primary School for the Lions
ROAR 2021 programme.
The ROAR 2021 competition
is inspiring children to think
big and dream big and aims to
be an inspirational and fun learning experience for children to
discover and use their imagination.
They learn how to work in
teams, develop their communication and presentation skills
further boosting their self-confidence and self-esteem.
Teams of four worked together
to come up with an innovative
idea to solve a common problem
in the world.
Pupils worked through stages
- thinking of a problem and its
solutions, creating a product, a
prototype, an advert, and a jingle
for the product to help solve
the problem.
They also needed to create a
two-minute presentation, and
present it to a panel of judges.

Langholm Primary had their
in-school final recently which
saw P5, 6 & 7 pupils all present
to the panel of judges, Belinda
Thomson and Jim McCormack
from Dumfries Lions Club and
Karen Vidler, the depute
head.

Motivating

The overall winners were
Bedroom Tech consisting of
Mollie, Holly, Gracie & Faye,
with the motivating mini motion
alarm which helps with getting
out of bed in the morning.
P6 teacher and depute headteacher, Karen Vidler, said all
the pupils from P5, 6 and 7
came up with creative and innovative ideas.
“They worked hard to produce
a model, jingle, and presentation,” she said.
“All teams were enthusiastic
and engaged and used lots of
essential life skills which will
stand them in good stead for
going into the world of work in

the future.”
The judges were looking for
teams who showed confidence,
creativity and good teamwork.
It was a difficult job, however,
Bedroom Tech scored highly
on all criteria that looked at
poster, jingle and advert, presentation, model, and confidence
and enthusiasm.
A possible five points was
awarded for each section with
a total of 25.
All pupils presented confidently and the judges were very
impressed with the variety and
creativity of ideas and presentations.
Commended
was
The
Portapool & Planetsavers with
the wood replicator.
The best model went to Sweet
Jersey with Daisy Cow and the
best advert and jingle - HILA
Lifesavers with the magical
mood pen

8billionideas

Organised

and

run

by

Perfect Playcare poppies
EARLY Learning and
Childcare and Out of
School Club children at
Langholm Playcare have
been learning about why
we wear a poppy.
It is never too young to
learn for the youngsters who
heard about Remembrance
Day and what the day
means, with the next generation learning about it being
in memory of all those who
have fought for our freedoms.
They made their own poppies and took them to the
War Memorial in the Buccleuch Park, where they
placed them in the garden.
The children have also
been learning about all the
different animals who were
brave during the war and
those who helped the soldiers, such as horses, donkeys, cats, dogs and pigeons
– the reason for wearing a
purple poppy.
In addition, they made a
big red poppy and displayed
it in their window for all to
see and watched a short film
about a rabbit on Flanders
Field.
It gave the younger children
a very good insight into the
war but more on their level
of understanding.

Look at our great poppy

Playcare children visit the War Memorial in Buccleuch Park
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LEWCC

LANGHOLM Ewes and
Westerkirk Community council
will be holding a meeting on
Monday 6 December.
It will take place in the chambers of the Langholm Town
Hall from 5.30pm.
A limited number of the public
will be allowed to attend and they
are asked to register their interest
with the secretary Robert Dickson.
The reason given by the council
for this is because of the Covid
restrictions.

• To reserve a place, email
robertdickson47@yahoo.co.uk.

Painting for
pleasure

ROAR 21 overall winners Bedroom Tech with their motivating mini motion
alarm invention

8billionideas, an award-winning
education company, it is funded
by local Lions Clubs, a foundation which encourages people
to serve their community.
In 2020 over 50 schools and
over 10,000 children aged 7 to
11 were involved.
This year’s will be sent to
8billionideas where they will

judge the videos of each of the
Lions Club’s eight districts and
the winners from each district
will announced at a presentation
awards day.

• The ROAR presentation
awards day to showcase the
winners is due to take place
on 8 December at 10.30am.

LAST Wednesday saw the last
Painting for Pleasure class for
2021.
Initially, after a 17-month
enforced closure, the classes
were trialled on a monthly basis
but by popular demand the class
will resume on a weekly basis
from Wednesday 2 March 2022.
As usual at this time of year,
the class will be holding their
winter Art Exhibition featuring
the artists’ work in the Welcome
to Langholm shop.
This will open tomorrow and
be in place until 17 December.

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
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Farming on the Border

Farmers and crofters
count the cost of Arwen

In association with
C & D AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

Experience for
future farmers
A NEW work experience programme will look to inspire
the next generation of
Dumfries & Galloway farmers.
A new pilot programme aiming to help tackle the drop-out
rates from agriculture apprenticeship programmes in
Dumfries & Galloway has been
launched.
South of Scotland Enterprise
have provided support for Tarff
Valley Limited’s six-week fulltime work experience programme for 15 young people
interested in a career in agriculture in the region.
It is hoped that the programme
will help to address the dropout rate which exists on 26week agricultural pre-apprenticeships, by identifying candidates who are more likely to
succeed on these ‘pre’ or full
apprenticeships before they undertake them.
Agricultural merchant Tarff
Valley are based in Castle Douglas
and have recently started to
provide short courses, pre-apprenticeships and mentoring
programmes in rural skills.
Their latest programme is supported by funding of £17,500
from SOSE and £2,000 from
Developing the Young Workforce Dumfries & Galloway.
The new work experience programme will also be beneficial

for its student participants –
who will be able to work with
their training providers and colleges to identify the correct
career pathway for them as an
individual, by examining the
skills and knowledge learnt on
the six-week programme.
If the pilot project is a success,
the business hopes that it will
provide evidence for future funding routes.
Tarff Valley's services coordinator, Tracey McEwan said: “The
programme will support young
people to gain a real insight into
the agriculture sector and gain
valuable work experience and
accredited training to support
them into their chosen career.”
SOSE chairman, Russel Griggs
added they hoped it would lead
to more candidates entering and
enjoying a career in the agriculture sector.
“Creating a wide range of
employment opportunities for
the people of the South is a key
priority for SOSE and an integral
part of our Fair Work commitment," he said.
“Agriculture is an incredibly
important industry in the South
of Scotland, and we hope this
programme helps inspire a new
generation of farmers in the
region.”

Farmers and crofters across many parts
of Scotland are counting the cost of
Storm Arwen that hit last weekend.
One casualty of the weather is the North
East rural crime event in Aberdeenshire
yesterday. The event will be rescheduled
for early in 2022.
Early reports from members around the
country indicate that the damage to some
businesses is substantial with many still
waiting on roads to open and power and
telecommunications to be restored.
The list includes severe damage to buildings and structures, both large and small,
including roofs, walls, cladding and polytunnels.
It has also brought down large areas of
trees, adding to the severe disruption.
One member has estimated that the structural damage to his business is approximately
£70,000.
Another has recorded that an acre of
Sitka Spruce trees on his farm has been
blown down.
As members start to assess the total scale
of the damage, it is already apparent that it
will run into many millions.
NFU Scotland president, Martin Kennedy
said: “From personal experience, I know
how extreme the storm was.
"There will have been hundreds of trees
blown down on our own estate near
Aberfeldy and Sunday was spent helping
clear roads and driveways to allow people

C&D Auction Marts Limited had forward 6,435 sheep comprising of 3,891
prime lambs and 2,544 cast ewes & rams
at their weekly sale at Longtown
last Thursday.
A larger show of cast cows were forward
although were a mixed offering, yet all
classes again met a competitive trade.
The sale topped at £1,208 and £1,153 for
Charolais cows shown by Messrs Baxter,
Moss Side, Hethersgill. Top per kilo for
164p for Galloways from Eskdale &
Liddlesdale Farming, Roan, Newcastleton, with Charolais selling to 157p from
Moss Side and Angus cows topping at
149p from J Gemmill & Son, Ifferdale,
Campbeltown.
A smaller entry of 3,891 prime lambs
were forward to an increased ring of purchasers, achieving an overall sale average of 278.1ppk (SQQ 280.1ppk) which
is 5p up on the week. All classes of well
finished lambs are in serious demand as
Longtown comes up trumps again. For
the first time this season lambs have broken the £200 barrier consigned by Highfield Farming Ltd, Knock, Duns.
Heavy lambs are again a big trade with
16 pens of sheep selling to £160-plus
and countless pens selling over £155.
Mules are again selling well, topping at
£159 from S McKie, Finnieness, Castle
Douglas.

Topping price per kilo at 340p for an
outstanding Beltex lamb consigned from
D Story, Greenburn, Canonbie.
With countless pens breaching 300ppk.
Commercial export lambs traded at 280290ppk being very good to sell.
An overall sale average of 278.1p (SQQ
280.1p) was achieved.
PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER KILO):
Beltex 340p Greenburn, 337p Boreland
of Kelton, 320p, 318p New
Hummerbecks, 317p Boreland of Kelton, 316p Todholes, 315p Boreland of
Kelton.
Charollais 310p Westernhopeburn,
290p Archerbeck, 287p, 285p Shield
Farm, 285p High House, Borthaugh &
Gibblaston.
Texel 307p Cadgillhead Rowan Garth &
Lingey Field, 306p Knock & Ruthwell,
303p Westernhopeburn, 301p Kellah &
Lingey Field, 300p Upper Tinwald,
Stewart Crescent, Rowan Garth & Low
Glendinning Rigg.
Cheviot 297p Stitley, 288p Peasemyres,
286p Hownam Grange, 285p West
Scales, 284p Low Glendinning Rigg,
280p Tushielaw & Skelfhill.
Herdwick 297p The Wreay, 282p Longrow.
Suffolk 295p Littlegill, 294p Catslackburn, 288p Westernhopeburn & Steel Hall,
286p Archerbeck & Cowburnrigg, 284p,
283p Low Hallburn, 280p Achamore.

North Country Cheviot 292p 279p Mid
Harrietsfield, 275p Annandale Estate,
272p Galleywreay.
Mule 288p Littlegill, 285p Low
Dunashery, 2383p Brennanlea, 279p
Kilkeddan, 278p Dunjop, 277p Plumpe,
275p Hole Farm & Woodfoot.
Roussin 281p, 271p Haas Grove.
Blackface 278p Brennanlea, 276p Gibblaston,
274p
Littlegill,
271p
Brennanlea, 270p Skelfhill, 267p Burnfoot & Brennanlea, 266p Plumpe, 265p
Todsykehead &Whiteside.
Cheviot Mule 270p Galleywreay, 268p
Boreland of Kelton, 266p Kellah, 265p
Tushielaw.
Half-bred 263p High Moat.
Swaledale 243p Peasemyres.
PRINCIPAL PRICE (PER HEAD):
Texel £200, £180, £178 Knock, £169,
£168 Tercrosset, £161 Belzies, £160
High Hall, £159 Knock & Skitten.
Beltex £168 Torkirra, £166 Burnfoot
Hill, £163 Finnieness, £160 Greenburn,
£151 Fenton, £150 Todholes.
Suffolk £168 Cowburnrigg, £164
Tinnishall, £163 Archerbeck, £162 Barnglies,
£160 Tinnishall, £159 Archerbeck.
Mule £159 Finnieness, £155 Cowburnrigg, £150 Kellah.
Charollais £154 Gibblaston, £143.50,
£140 Tinnishall.
Cheviot Mule £148 Torkirra.

Evidence

A polytunnel destroyed by the force of Storm Arwen

access to and from their homes and get
services into the area to reconnect electricity
and telephone services.
“As we gather reports from our members
up and down the country, the damage to
many businesses has been extensive and
that farmers’ role in the clear up operation
for local towns and villages has been hampered by heavy snow in places."
He said much of the damage will have
been insurable and they have already contacted their partners in NFU Mutual for an
update on the storm’s impact.
"Our extensive network of group
secretaries and Mutual agents across
Scotland will be working hard with our
members, helping them assess and start
the process of restarting and recovering

Around the marts

Half-bred £142 High Moat.
Roussin £140 Haas Grove.
North Country Cheviot £136
Galleywreay, £130 Hownam Grange.
Cheviot £134 West Scales, £125
Tarrasfoot, £124 Hownam Grange, £120
Parks & Hoprig.
Blackface £129 Cowburnrigg, £125
Camphill, £122.50 Brennanlea, £120
Plumpe.
Herdwick £110 Longrow, £108.50
Orthwaite Hall, £107 The Wreay.
A smaller show of 2,544 ewes were forward to ring full of potential purchasers
ensuring heavy ewes enjoyed an
increased trade whilst all other classes
maintained recent high rates of return.
Again, best bred Texel and Beltex eewes
were way short of purchasers’ requirements and many more can be sold to
advantage. Best bred Texel ewes sold to
a top of £218 from W Murray & Sons,
Prior House, Kirklinton. With a further
four pens breaking £200.
Mules sold well with the heaviest end
being £7-£9 increase on the week.
Topping at £129 for a pen of hefty girls
consigned by M/s Wall, Westernhopeburn, Co Durham.
Heavy Bluefaced Leicester ewes were in
serious demand topping at £186 for a pair
of unliftable ladies consigned by Messrs
Aynsley, Linkshead, Berwickshire who

from the impact of the storm," continued
Martin.
"Some of our offices in the north east
remain out of electricity but calls are being
diverted.
“Many parts of the country remain without
power, internet service and phones and
these may not be up and running until
nearer the end of this week."
He urged members to take the time to
check on nearby friends and neighbours
and see if they need any assistance.

• Scotland’s rural charity, the Royal
Scottish Agricultural Benevolent
Institution, is there to help and the
helpline number, which operates
7am-11pm, on 0300 111 4166.

also had a pen of 6 realizing £171.
Well-fleshed Hill ewes sold to a big trade
topping at £110 for a super pen of Blackfaces consigned by Messrs JAI & DJ
Scott, The Brigg, Hexham.
Rams again sold to an eye watering trade
topping at £212 for a Texel shown by G
& CE Edminson, Middle Farm, Carlisle.
HEAVY EWES:
Texel £218 Prior House, £216, £212
Knock, £210 West Nubbock, £200 Prior
House & Ashton, £198, £196 Prior
House, £192 West Shaftoe & Ashton,
£190 Hoprig.
Bluefaced Leicester £186, £171
Linkshead.
Suffolk £180 Knock, £148 West Shaftoe,
£142 Fellend, £138 Harelawhill, £136
Fellend, £134 Breconiehill.
Beltex £170 Newton Cottage.
North Country Cheviot £138 Newton
Cottage.
Half-bred £136 Smailholm Mains.
Mule £129 Westernhopeburn, £128
Harelawhill, £122 Westerloch, £119
Harelawhill & Newton Cottage, £118
Midtown & West Nubbock, £116
Sowerby Wood, Barrasyard & Linkshead.
Cheviot Mule £126 Prior House, £124
Boreland of Kelton.
Charollais £124 Ashton.
LIGHT EWES:
Blackface £110 The Brigg, £107

Gillenbie, £96 West Nubbock, £92
Linkshead.
Cheviot £108 Potholm, £99 Wedderlie,
£95, £88 Terrona, £88 Wedderlie & Hillhead Links, £84 Potholm.
Swaledale £78 Devonport Farms, £73
Linkshead.
RAMS:
Texel £212 Middle Farm, £192 Roughet
Hill, £175 West Nubbock & Skelfhill,
£170 Knock.
Berrichon £176 South Port O Spittal.
Bluefaced Leicester £168 Nunscleugh,
£140 Harelawhill, £138 Devonport
Farms.
Suffolk £156 South Port O Spittal, £140
Craig Farm, £136 Garth Farm, £130
Archerbeck & Frankstown.
Beltex £140 Seymour House, £138
Maidencots, £136 Lilburn.
Cheviot £138 Garth Farm.
Blackface £135 West Nubbock, £124
Skelfhill.
Swaledale £126 Devonport Farms.
AVERAGES:
Lambs: Light to 293.0p (257.7p), standard to 320.0p (275.8p), medium to
337.0p (282.6p), heavy to 340.0p
(277.6p), and overweight to 296.0p
(268.6p).
Ewes: Light to £110.00 (£54.04), and
heavy to £218.00 (£102.22).
Rams: £212.00 (£106.94).

The natural world is
right on our doorstep
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser • Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

Stop and take notice of the priceless gift we have around us
By John Halliday

WE are blessed in Langholm
to have the natural world on
our doorstep. Our gardens,
rivers, woods and hills are
our solace, particularly so
during these worrying
times.
As we move from autumn into
winter, bird activity may have
diminished but there is still so
much to look out for, some
familiar and some very special.
The easiest way to watch birds
of course in winter is from the
comfort of your own home when
a great variety of birds are
attracted to garden bird feeders.
You may be rewarded with
something special, as Tom
Hutton was recently when a
brambling turned up in his
garden. Breeding in the far north
- Scandinavia and West Siberia
- the brambling is an 'irruptive
species' usually seen in winter
in Britain in small numbers but
when food is scarce in the north
a mass migration can occur and

flocks of over a million bramblings have been known to occur
in central Europe. Apparently
this is an 'irruptive year' so look
out for them with the chaffinches
this winter. Another irruptive
species is the waxwing which
if you are lucky can occasionally
be seen in small flocks feeding
on berries around Langholm in
winter.
More familiar birds arriving
from Scandinavia and Iceland
are the winter thrushes, the fieldfares and redwings. Large flocks
can be seen just now on the
edge of town - Whita and
Broomholmshiels - taking
advantage of the bumper crops
of haws and rowan berries. Listen out for the soft thin ‘seeip’
calls of redwings as they migrate
over the town at night.
The rivers are accessible to
all of us throughout the year,
an integral part of Langholm’s
beautiful landscape. There is
always wildlife to see and hear
on our rivers, a variety of birds
and perhaps even otters.

Brambling Picture
Picture by Tom Hutton

A special highlight is the dipper
singing its heart out throughout
the winter months, the kirk brig
being a favourite spot.
The woods and hills may be
quiet in winter but you never
know what’s round the corner.
Recently, while walking along
the face of Whita, I spotted a

golden eagle flying over the Monument and into
the Tarras valley. This was a
young bird recently released as
part of the South of Scotland
Golden Eagle Project. There is
no doubt that sightings of golden
eagles will become more regular
over Langholm as young birds

Redwing
Picture by Caroline Legg

seek out new territories. Eagles
avoid wind farms and forestry
plantations so protecting and
restoring natural landscapes including the Tarras Valley Nature
Reserve will be crucial.
This really is a special place
to be, a place we should
cherish.

Breathing Space bench for Copshaw
By Gilly Fraser

A NEW bench has been placed
on one of Newcastleton’s most
popular walks – but it’s
intended to be more than just
a place to stop and rest.
The bench, which sits midway
along the Two Bridges walking
route and provides a lovely view
over the village, is part of an
initiative by Breathing Space,
Scotland’s mental health phone
service, to help communities
connect outdoors to improve
their wellbeing.
Breathing Space national
coordinator, Tony McLaren said
creating a welcoming outdoor
space to pause, reflect and connect is crucial for mental
wellbeing.
NHS Borders head of health
improvement, Fiona Doig said
the bench helps serve as a
reminder of the importance of
being kind to each other and to
ourselves.
“There are things you can do
to look after your own mental
health like taking a few moments
to sit on a bench and enjoy nature, walking outside, connecting
with other people or even just
accepting kindness that others
offer," she said.
"Building ways to be well into

our daily lives helps us to
improve our mental wellbeing."
Newcastleton & District
Community Trust’s enterprise,
learning and community outreach manager, Claire Musson,
added that the village had
experienced significant trauma
in the last two years with two
major floods, which displaced
people from their homes and
caused great anxiety around the
future.
"Like many rural communities,
Covid has created an even
greater sense of isolation for
this remote village and we are
thrilled to be the recipient of a
Breathing Space bench, as a
marker of the new relationships
which we are building with the
wider network of mental health
and wellbeing support," she
said.
"We hope this bench will support our mission to start an open
conversation around mental
health and provide accessible
pathways to the help people
need."

• Breathing Space advisors
are available in the evenings
and weekends on 0800 83 85
87 for anyone needing support
should they be experiencing
distress in their lives.
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Left to right - Claire Musson of Newcastleton & District Community Trust’s enterprise, learning and community
outreach manager, Joan Robson and Janet Moore who are local residents, and Steph Mackenzie of NHS Borders

The Esk on
the BBC

THE Esk will feature in next
week’s episode of Grand Tours
of Scotland’s Rivers on BBC
one Scotland.
This week’s episode begins
in the hills above Glen Clova,
and follows the South Esk
downstream, with presenter,
Paul Murton, visiting Corrie
Fee.
Paul visits several places and
gets involved in a few activities
along the way, including
electro-fishing on the Esk to
discover more about the ecology
and general health of the whole
river system.
It is the fifth episode in a
six-part
series
touring
Scotland’s rivers.
Throughout the series, seasoned traveller Paul has travelled
downstream to explore five
rivers over six programmes
from source to sea.
This episode will be on BBC
Scotland on Wednesday from
7.30-8pm.

Westerkirk
guild

WESTERKIRK
Guild’s
November Meeting was held
in Bentpath Hall.
President, Betty Elliot welcomed members and then gave
an update on the Church of
Scotland Guild Projects.
Over the three years for
2018-21, there was £551,400 raised
throughout Scotland for the six
chosen charities of that term.
It included The Boys Brigade
in the UK and the Republic of
Ireland; Journeying Together in
Zambia, Malawi Fruits, Seema's
Project, in India, Join Up the
Dots which is a partnership
between CrossReach and the
Guild and The Sailors' Society
based in Southampton.
It was described as a truly
amazing amount given the
large number of fundraising
events cancelled over the last
eighteen months due to the
pandemic.
The new set of six projects
for the next three years,
2021-24 were discussed,
with members choosing to
support two charities each
session.
This term the six projects are
The Vine Trust – the Kazunzu
Village of Hope in Tanzania,
Beat – ‘Blether with Beat' in
Scotland, Home for Good in
Scotland, Pioneers – Chocolate
heaven in South East Asia,
UNIDA – ‘Hear our voice!' in
Brazil, and Starchild in
Uganda.
The evening ended with a
quiz, which resulted in Marion
Rodger and Catherine Tod coming out on top as the winners
on the night.

Storm damage in the area will be evident for a long time
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The devastation wrought by Storm Arwen, a
Welsh name made popular by author J R R
Tolkien in Lord of the Rings, will remain with
us for a very long time.
However, much praise must be given to the
woodsmen and volunteers who set about clearing
the blocked roads around Langholm and the surrounding villages. The A7 was re-opened in
record time given the carnage that the storm had
caused.
Our photographs on this page go only a small
way to illustrating the vast amount of damage
brought upon us by one of the worst storms in
living memory.
The photographs have been sent in by various
contributors and we thank each and everyone of
you.
We have lost a heartbreaking number of very
old trees of many species all over the area and
the landscape will look very different as a result.
We must be grateful, though, that there have
been no reports of casualties.
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A huge branch split off a fir tree on Francis Street, Langholm

Picture by Sharon Tolson

Ruby Irving in the roots of a downed tree near her home in Castle O’er
Picture by Morag McGill

The path from Castleholm to Langholm Lodge has been
completely obliterated

Ann Harvey with her demolished fence at Langholm Lodge
Picture by Sharon Tolson

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Davie Reid’s wood on the outskirts of Langholm has been flattened, with trees also bringing down electricity cables

Arwen even gets the Armstrong Tartan coo in the Kilngreen
Picture by Sharon Tolson

Picture by Stan Wilson

This shed landed on its roof in the middle of the road between
Canonbie and Kirkpatrick Fleming
Picture by Katie Smith

Tree uprooted in the centre of Buccleuch Park in Langholm

Picture by Gavin Graham

Debris strewn across the Kilngreen
Picture by Gavin Graham

A Merry Muckle Toon Christmas
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Shop local for some great gift ideas and enjoy the switch-on

Everyone at the E&L Advertiser
would like to wish all
readers, advertisers, contributors, and customers
a very merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year
and thank everyone for their continued support.

2022 Calendars now on sale from 54 High Street offices - £6

Lisa’s New Studio in the New Town
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
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Enterprising buisiness people help make Langholm fit for the future

Langholm based Goldsmith,
Lisa Rothwell-Young is set to
open her new jewellery showroom this Saturday 4th
December, from 1.30 till 5.30,
to coincide with the Christmas
Lights Switch On.
Lisa, who has been based in
Langholm since 2013, bought
the old grocers shop on Henry
Street during the first lockdown.
Her priority was getting her
studio up and running, which
she did within a month, she’s
since been working away renovating the rest of the old building
in between making commissions
and fulfilling orders.
Lisa is unusual in that she
works exclusively with ethically
and sustainably sourced precious
metals, gemstones and diamonds. She works with fair
trade and 100% recycled metals,
and sources her gemstones from
a handful of trusted suppliers
to ensure that miners are fairly
paid for their hard work and
that the gemstones are conflict
free. She is happy to chat
through the various options and
will tell you the pros and cons,

Lisa Rothwell-Young opens her new studio on Henry Street on Saturday

so that you know exactly where
your jewellery comes from. It
doesn’t stop there though, her
postal packaging is all recycled,
her jewellery packaging is recycled and compostable and the
beautiful boxes made by Daniel
Lacey Furniture Design for her
bespoke pieces, are made from
offcuts of wood used in his furniture making. Her jewellery is
also vegan and cruelty free.
There are various ways you
can work with Lisa, whether
it’s buying a piece from the

MARTINS

TYRE AND AUTO SERVICES

Official MoT Testing Station
New and Used Car and Van Sales
Servicing, Mechanical and Body Repairs
TYRES : EXHAUSTS : BATTERIES
Wishing all our customers a
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

collections, asking her to make
simple classic pieces like diamond stud earrings or wedding
rings, commissioning an engagement ring or asking her to
make a meaningful bespoke
piece inspired by your
memories

Remodelled

She also encourages her customers to have old, broken and
unworn inherited pieces remodelled. She says “People often
tell me they have bits of old
jewellery sitting in drawers.
Often they’ve inherited something and whilst they’d never
get rid of it because of the
attachment to the person who
gave it to them, it might not fit,
might be worn out, or simply
not “them”. I can melt down
the metal and reuse the stones,
making them something meaningful that they’ll wear for a
very long time. Plus, it’s far
more sustainable to recycle and
reuse something you already
have, than to buy something
new”.
Talking of meaningful, Lisa

Th e P ape r S hop

HIGH STREET, LANGHOLM Telephone (013873) 80246

48 High Street ♦ Langholm ♦ 013873 80239

for a great selection of
Christmas Cards ♦ Gift Wrap
Toys ♦ Games ♦ Books
Local Gifts ♦ Stationery
Newspapers ♦ Magazines

Merry Christmas from Billy, Liz and staff

also makes lots of engagement
rings. There are engagement
rings in Lisa’s collections, but
she also designs bespoke pieces
for couples too, something she
really enjoys. “It’s really lovely
to hear from a couple at the
start of their journey together,
they might tell me about where
they met, or where and how
they proposed and I’ll design a
ring based on those stories. I
can also tweak pieces from the
collections – a recent Kalimera
engagement ring was made in
Scottish gold (he was Scottish),
with an Australian sapphire (she
was Australian)”.

Bespoke

During the past 18 months Lisa
has welcomed visitors to her
studio (Covid allowing) by
appointment and will continue
to do so, encouraging anyone
looking for a bespoke piece or
engagement ring to ensure they
make an appointment so she
can properly look after them.
Lisa’s assistant Shelley, will
also be opening the showroom
every Thursday afternoon from
12.30 till 4.30 so that customers
can just drop in to browse the
jewellery collections.

Grand Opening
Lisa invites you to visit her new studio
and showroom at 38 Henry St
from 1:30-5:30pm on Sat 4th Dec.
www.lisarothwell-young.co.uk
• Appointments can be made
by calling 013873 81108 or by
emailing info@lisarothwellyoung.co.uk
You can also view the
jewellery collections and shop
online at www.lisarothwellyoung.co.uk
Right:
Lichen Engagement Ring by
Lisa Rothwell-Young

Some Christmas crackers
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Long-established shops offering good, old-fashioned service and quality goods

Latimers of Langholm

table runners and mats to bring festive cheer
to your home and quirky Christmas Gnomes
to make you smile.
Dartington and Royal Scot Crystal and
glass makes a wonderful gift at any time.
Dunoon mugs are a popular choice for when
you put your feet up with a cuppa at the end
of a busy day.
Rowallan Leather bags, wallets and holdalls
make a lasting gift and with every purchase,
you will be entered into the Shop Local
draw to be in with a chance of winning £100
cash prize plus other gifts.

Spoil your loved ones this Christmas by
shopping at Latimers. We can help solve
your gift problems and offer a warm personal
service. You will find a wonderful selection
of gifts for all the family including jewellery
by Cavendish/Byzantium.
Stoneglow candles and reed diffusers to
give you that lovely festive fragrance.
A beautiful range of Christmas cards by
local artist, Margaret Walty.
Christmas lights and tree decorations with

Pull a quacker this Christmas at

L a t i m e r s of L an g ho l m

Bill Barbour

BILL Barbour’s shop now offers a great
range of Christmas lights for outdoor
and indoor use, starting with sets of 20
lights (1.9 metres) up to 480 lights (38.3
metres). They are both battery and mainspowered.
It also has Christmas decorations, candle
arches, LED twigs, decorative lanterns and
small, illuminated, colour-changing Christmas
tree ornaments, candles and tea lights,
both traditional and battery operated.

BILL BARBOUR
34 HIGH STREET , LANGHOLM , DG13 0JH

013873 80474 barbour.bill@btinternet.com
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51 High Street • Langholm • DG13 0JH

t. 013873 80265 • info@latimersoflangholm.co.uk

www.latimersoflangholm.co.uk

tore!

FREE DELIVERY & INSTALLATION ON COOKERS, WASHING
MACHINES, REFRIGERATION & TELEVISIONS
WITH IN A 25 MILE RADIUS

Let’s Light-up Langholm and Make it a Merry Market

4 Thursday December 2, 2021

The Langholm Christmas
Lights Switch on is happening this Saturday.
The committee have put
together a programme of
events, this includes welcoming everyone to feed
and say hello to Santa’s
reindeer and family while
they are having a rest in the
Buck Yard.
It means there will be a
variety of entertainment
leading up to the main event
at 4.45pm.
Also in the Buck Yard, people can enjoy traditional
roast chestnuts for free.
Langholm Playcare will
also be raising money for
funds by offering squares in
the
Stevenson
and
Johnstone offices on the
High Street. Plus, you can
send letters to Santa in The
Paper Shop and get a balloon and visit the Christmas
Art Competition in the Wel-

come to Langholm shop.
The main man himself,
Santa will leave the
Buccleuch Centre with his
helpers at 2pm following
Langholm Pipe Band on
their way to the grotto in the
Eskdale Hotel where the
children are welcome to visit
him. Cost is £2 at the door
and each child will receive a
present from Santa.
The Marquee in the Health
Centre car park is where the
‘Can’t Cook, Wont Cook’
event is happening, where
chef Susie Grant is accompanied by a couple of local
‘likely lads’. This is not to be
missed. You will also find
many stalls in the marquee
and around the High Street
with the Langholm Love
Local Market where many
festive gifts and food will be
available. Watch out for
Daffy Dill and Mary Fairie
while out and about too - you

Glenfirra of Langholm
Real Holly Wreaths £10 each
Grave Pots and Bricks £8

Collect wreaths from
 Wilson Pets
 Truly Scrumptious
 Canonbie Post Office
 Newcastleton Spar
Pots & Bricks from Glenfirra
Contact Glenfirra on 81713
email glenfirra@aol.com

T. MORRISON & SON
Vehicle Servicing & Repairs

THE GARAGE ▪ 21 HIGH STREET
LANGHOLM ▪ DUMFRIESSHIRE
Telephone and Fax: (013873) 80476

Tommy & Diane would like to wish all their customers a

Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year

Great selection of bikes in stock for all ages

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

may get a sprinkling of fairy
dust to get you into the festive mood.
The Langholm Town Band
and singers from Langholm
Sings choir will perform
around the Christmas Tree
from 4pm in the run up to the
main event at 4.45pm where
after the tree is blessed by
the Rev Robert Pickles, the
lights will be switched on by
Santa and some VIP guests.
Chairwoman
of
the
Christmas Lights committee,
Betty Harkness said: “I hope
everyone has a great afternoon - have fun, relax and
enjoy.”
The fundraising Christmas
Shop is open in the old Post
Office until 11 December
from 10am-4pm. Run by volunteers, there is a selection
of festive gifts for all the
family.
In its 15th year, it raised
£2,600 last year and they

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

• The programme of
events is available in the
High Street shops where
you can also find details of
how to enter the ‘Shop
Local’ prize draw.

JK Salon

..............................................
Janie and Karen
would like to thank their customers for
their continued support.

We continue to provide a flexible service
to suit the requirements of customers,
please contact us;
Janie: 07583 314831 and
Karen: 07874 398652
or the shop on 80458
We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and
good health for the new year.

cards and calendars, Gooseberry Pink, Tropic Skincare,
Wee Wax Melts, Charles
Hampton woodcraft, Ellie’s
Bookshop and Ann Smith
Art. In the Xcel office we
have Fern Ceramics and
KSJ Art and in the Welcome
to Langholm shop you will
find the Tarras Valley Nature
Reserve and Roantree
Rocks. On the High Street,
the Market starts at 1pm and
goes on until 6pm after the
lights have been switched
on.

Raffle

There is a Christmas raffle
and tickets will be available
on the day. The winners will
be drawn at 5pm. Prizes
include hampers made of
goodies from our market stall
holders. Tickets are £2 each
and all monies raised from
the raffle will be donated to
the Langholm Day Centre.

ANDERSON’S
of Langholm

Wishing everyone a
very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year

LUXURY COACH & PRIVATE HIRE
013873 80553
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Steven
Christine and Maria
of

Pelosi’s
Corner Café

would like to thank all their customers for
wish all their customers a
their support during this difficult year and
Merry
wish Christmas
everyone
Year
and
Happy
New
Christmas.
a safe and happy

Art Corner Gallery

• Fine Art
• Portrait Commissions
• Picture Framing
wishing all our
customers
a Merry Christmas

Commercial House ▪ High St ▪ Langholm

All staff at
SCOTBY VILLAGE SHOP & POST OFFICE
would like to wish all Langholm customers
a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

8 0 H i gh S t r e e t
L a n g ho l m
D G 13 0JH

We are still happy to welcome new
customers and also provide
a mobile service if required.

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

THE Love Langholm Local
Christmas market has
30
stalls
this
over
Saturday, including hot
and cold food and drinks,
lots of locally made crafts
and great gift ideas to get
you into the festive spirit.
The market is spread over
the town centre with stalls in
the Health Centre car park
where you will find Flowers
by Kathryn and her beautiful
flowers
and
seasonal
Christmas wreaths, Siberian
Solway
Soaps,
Knits,
Scrappo Worko, Heather
Kirk Soaps, Oor Bees with
their local honey and Little
Buds Nursery with their
handmade Christmas decorations and wreaths. In the
Marquee we have; Beatties
Bakes,
Browns
Family
Butcher,
Borderlands
Brewery, Dark Sky Spirits
and Langholm Chilli Club. In
the E&L office there is;
Roses Wardrobe, Elliots
Shed, Co Co Company with
their artisan chocolates,
Krafty Koala, Esk Collected
who are a new local business, David McVittie with his
photography and calendars,
Jen Richardson and The
Pod Candle Company.
In the Langholm Alliance
office, we have Visions of
Scotland selling Christmas

hope to beat that this year.
The funds help replace new
lights which are expensive.
This year there are new
lights in the Market Place
and the Suspension Bridge.
Thanks go to the day’s
sponsors - Ashleybank
Investments Ltd, Buccleuch
Estates, Bowman Little
Trust, The Arthur Bell Trust,
The Stoneypath Trust, The
Stevenston Trust, BGS
Cayzer Charitable Trust and
and
Ewes
Langholm
Westerkirk
Community
Council.
And of course to everyone
else who donated generously to the lights’ funds.

................ .............................

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

No post office on
Friday 24th December or Friday 31st December
last time we are here before Christmas is
Wednesday 22nd December
Wishing everyone a

Merry
Christmas

and looking forward to a
fun filled 2022

From all at Xcel

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
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Celebrating two years
in new premises,
John and staff would
like to wish all their
customers a
Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Longtown ▪ Carlisle ▪ CA6 5LZ ▪ Tel: 01228 791220

 Christmas plants and flowers

Call 013873 80131

Trustees and Staff of

 Christmas Trees

The Langholm Initiative

 Holly wreaths & Grave Pots

Wish everyone a very
Happy Christmas &
a great New Year

 All your fresh fruit and veg
for the Festive Season

& Tarras Valley Nature Reserve

 Fruit baskets and hampers

Margaret, Ann, family and staff
wish all our customers a very
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

Thank you for your support throughout 2021

M&H COAL ltd

muckle
toun
tartan
treats!

CHRISTMAS TREES & WREATH’S FOR SALE
5ft, 6ft & 7ft TREE’S available & 14” Traditional
WREATHS with Holly, Cones and Berries
Excellent Nordmann Fir Christmas Trees at very
competitive prices
Free delivery within a 10 miles radius of Canonbie
or have your Tree delivered with your coal order.
All profits from Tree’s being donated to Canonbie
Primary School
For prices and to place an order
Tel: 01387371797 or 07960119656

www.yarnstoyearnfor.com

Email: mhcoalltd@talktalk.net

A Merry Muckle Toon Christmas
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We look forward to another great community day full of fun and festive treats
Jo Elliot’s HOLMSPUN at
16 High Street is Christmas
shopping heaven for lots of
people.
Offering all manner of gifts
for the home and gifts for
family and friends with too
many to list; here are a few
examples:Cards, candles and locally
made gifts.
Christmas decorations and
wreaths range from £12 to £20
sourced
locally
from
Tinnisburn Plants.

 Handmade shades
from £19.50

 Cushions in various sizes
from £7.50
 Candles from £3

 Mugs from £3.50

 Handmade cards
from £1.50

Santa and Mrs Claus perform the big switch-on at a previous event

the hair & makeup centre
TEL: 013873 83886

Wishing all our clients a
Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year

THOMAS TELFORD HOUSE - LANGHOLM - DG13 0BF

FTS Dyers

would like to wish all a
very Merry Christmas and
a happy and prosperous
New Year
Waterside Mill
Langholm
Tel: 013873 81188

 As well as a lovely
selection of Christmas
decorations with prices
from as little as £1.50

Borderlands Brewery
116A High Street Langholm
Open every Friday
4pm to 6pm for collection

Ideal Christmas gifts for the beer-lover

Hand crafted Ale brewed in Langholm
Merry Christmas to all our customers
order via website or call 07843 896644
www.borderlandsbrewery.co.uk

Chloe at La Belle
Market Place ● Langholm DG13 0JQ
013873 81555 ● www.chloeatlabelle.co.uk

Merry Christmas to all our customers
and thanks for your support this year

Special offer at

La Belle Spa Experience
including a facial, foot treatment,
hand and arm massage and
neck, shoulder and scalp massage - £55.00

Gift vouchers, skin care, aromatherapy candles
and bath sets available

HOLMSPUN

GIFTS & CRAFTS

Wishing all my
lovely customers
a Merry Christmas
and very best
wishes for the
New year
From
Jo @holmspun
16 High St
Langholm
December opening:
Monday-Saturday
9.30am - 4pm

Beattie’s Bakes

@beattiesbakeslangholm on social media
Mobile: 07946 264 346

See us at the Christmas Market on Saturday
offering a great Christmas Selection
Available on Christmas Week: Christmas Eve Children’s Boxes 
 Christmas Eve Anti-Pasti Boxes 
 Christmas Treat Boxes  Cupcake Boxes 
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Christmas
Greetings

Send Christmas Greetings to family and friends with a
message in The E&L Advertiser on
Thursday 16th December 2021 from only £10.00

JOCaroline
HNStreet,
BRLangholm
OWN
Wishing a
Merry Christmas and
a Happy New year to
all my family, friends
and neighbours xxx

Style 1 Large Greetings Box: £15

JANE
COCHRANE

JOCaroline
HNStreet,
BRLangholm
OWN

JANE
COCHRANE

Would like to wish
all friends and
family the very
best for Christmas
and the coming
year

Wishing a
Merry Christmas and
a Happy New year to
all my family, friends
and neighbours xxx

Would like to wish
all friends and
family the very
best for Christmas
and the coming
year

Ardill Road
Langholm

Style 1 Small: £10

Style 2 Large Greetings Box: £15

Ardill Road
Langholm

Style 2 Small: £10

Call our hotline or call into the office on Langholm High Street or fill in
the coupon below and send it to E&L Advertiser, 54 High Street,
Langholm DG13 0JH, together with your payment.
You can pay by cheque, cash or most major credit/debit cards.

To place your advertisement by phone, contact us on


013873 80012 or sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

Name.................................................................................................Address....................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................Postcode............................Daytime Tel. No............................................................................
Please debit my Switch/Visa/Mastercard

Expiry Date

Card Holder’s Name...........................................................................................................................................

Total Amount £.................................Signature....................................................................................................

Issue No.

Style 1

Style 2

Security No

Large Box £15.00

Smal Box £10.00

13thDecember
December
All adverts must be pre-paid. Lines are open Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm. Deadline: 5pm Monday,
Thursday 9th

Interesting histories
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
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Our new columnist, Stuart Tedham, tells us about Langholm’s Lost Castle
Langholm’s Lost Castle
(1726 -1787)

The name ‘Langholm Castle’
usually conjures up images
of the town’s once mighty
defensive tower that existed on
the Castleholm. Synonymous
with the Border Reivers, it was
originally built in 1526 and it
dominated the area for two centuries. However, this article isn’t
about that ‘Langholm Castle’,
but instead of a later but equally
impressive building that was
also named ‘Langholm Castle’.
This article will relate the history
of this largely forgotten structure
and how it once was the most
significant building of Langholm
during the 18th century.
The story of Langholm’s second
castle begins actually with the
demise of the town’s first castle
in around 1726 when the Duke
of Buccleuch’s Canonbie/Eskdale
Chamberlain dispossessed the
tower of much of its stone in
order that he could recycle it for
a new residence built for
himself.
A new site was chosen for the
property, further northwest on the
Castleholm and far enough away
from both the now ruined tower
and Langholm itself. Langholm
Castle was ideally located in a
narrow valley overlooked by
Castle, Timpen and Clark Fell
hills, it was also suitably near the
then principal road from Langholm
to Westerkirk. This older road
commenced at Langholm Mill
and headed northwest across the
Castleholm just north of the property, it then continued towards
the Esk before continuing up to

Peden’s View. Langfauld and
Galaside woods were then much
smaller in scale with much of the
lower slopes of Castle Hill divided
into fields for the old Staneholm
Farm. Langholm Castle was built
as a large imposing whitewashed
house and it was soon surrounded
by cultivated gardens for the
enjoyment of the Chamberlain
and his family.

Undocumented

Much of Langholm Castle’s earlier history sadly is undocumented
though it is known that Mr Boston
was Chamberlain during the 1740s
and John Craig during the 1750s.
The house and its gardens did
feature in William Roy’s epic
1747-1755 military survey of
Scotland or otherwise known as
the ‘Great Map’ by its contemporaries. The year 1763 witnessed
the construction of a new road
from Langholm to Westerkirk
with this new throughfare moving
away from the Castleholm and
instead climbing onto the lower
gradients of Meikleholm and Tinpen Hills beside the Galaside
wood towards Peden’s View.
It would be the year 1768 though
that Langholm Castle would
undergo a notable change of hands
from the Canonbie/Eskdale
Chamberlain, then William
Ogilive, to the Duke of Buccleuch.
After reaching his majority in
1767, the young Duke Henry
stayed at Langholm Castle during
the early half of 1768 and quickly
became enraptured by the splendid
house and its gardens. He then
decisively moved the Chamberlain
away, with Langholm Castle now
becoming the duke’s official
summer’s residence.

Langholm Lodge was completed in 1789 and demolished in 1953

His visit for July/August 1770
saw the young Duke Henry and
Chamberlain William Ogilive survey the estate in and around
Langholm. It was during this stay
that the duke notably issued instructions towards the construction
of a new town for Langholm. His
orders stated that the new houses
were to be uniformed with walls
built 15ft of stone and lime together with roofs of slate. New
Langholm would be built over
the fields of Meikleholm Farm,
then farmed by James Johnstone
and his son Robert.

1776

Preparation and surveying would
take up the next five years before
construction of the town began
in April 1776.
Duke Henry was very keen to
improve both Langholm Castle
along with the local estates and
in 1772 he appointed William
Keir as his ‘Overseer of Works
and Improvements’, a role that
Keir would be responsible for for
the next 40 years. That year, Keir

wrote an account of Langholm
Castle, giving a rare description
into the dimensions of the house
and its gardens. This letter, which
is now held by Heritage Hub in
Hawick, reveals that Langholm
Castle had a drawing room, middle
room, Duke’s dupiry room,
musarch room, servants hall, numerous marbles in the gardens
and four gates in the park. Around
this time William Keir would
introduce a nursery at Langholm
Castle to help raise trees for the
numerous estates and plantations,
later 439,360 tree saplings would
be raised on the site from 1780 to
1789.
William Keir was also very busy
with the surveying and the layout
of New Langholm with construction commencing during the spring
of 1776. Not all were pleased
with this new venture as
Chamberlain William Ogilive
argued that the duke would lose
valuable farmland and gain less
back financially with the construction of the new town. Between
1778 to 1783, £385 would be

Letters to the editor

Traffic
imbroglio

Did we all witness the disorganised
chaos on Langholm High Street first
thing Saturday morning, following the
destructive storm the previous
evening, bringing down trees north
and south on the A7 and elsewhere,
including the Kilngreen?
For an hour or so as the town awoke it
was eerily and charmingly, peacefully
and quietly devoid of traffic, for those
old enough to remember like the
Langholm of yore, as the insuperable
elements stayed the clamorous hand of
man.
But such could not remain long, and as
soon as one side of the A7 was cleared
the usual armada of lorries, white vans
and Chelsea tractors thundered into

town. The trouble was that the other side
remained closed, and what with the
roadworks next to the old parish church
the High Street was soon gridlocked with
vehicles going nowhere, though still with
engines adding to the morning whiff of
gasoline - supplemented by a squadron
of rally cars stranded overnight.
Eventually, with the freeing of the
bottlenecked side the imbroglio sorted
itself out, though a policeman on oldfashioned 'points duty' - anyone
remember that? - would have been
useful, had the old police station not just
been given an award for being turned
into a block of flats.
But the episode prompted the
conjecture of how much more of the
exponentially
increasing
traffic
Langholm, a town built in the days of the
post-chaise, can take, especially since
fuelled vehicles are to cease production
in eight years' time, with their electric

spent on construction of New
Langholm. Costs included paving,
dyke building, road laying,
enclosing areas of Meikleholm
Hill and the creation of a road to
a quarry needed for use by the
builders. By 1787 three streets
would be completed and the town
by 1830 would number 140
houses.
Langholm Castle and its grounds
continued to develop during the
1770’s into the early 1780’s. Both
the Galaside and Langfauld wood
were expanded to give greater
seclusion along with the creation
of new woodland paths. At the
Esk between the Galaside wood
and Castleholm, a wooden bridge
was soon constructed and became
a popular spot for the Duchess of
Buccleuch during her walks. This
original ‘Duchess Bridge’ survived
until 1813, when the current iron
bridge was built.
The year 1785 saw the introduction of pheasants for the duke’s
huntsmen and the house itself was
renamed with the more fanciful
name ‘Langholm Lodge’ to better

reflect the property’s growing
presence with both the duke and
his guests. The house though was
by this time becoming both dated
and very inadequate for the needs
of the Duke of Buccleuch. Scottish
architect James Playfair (17551794) was soon hired in 1786 to
design a new house that would
be both larger and more suitable
for the duke’s needs. Playfair produced numerous designs, now all
held by the Sir John Sloane
Museum, before a final design
was finally approved in early
1787.

Disappeared

Demolition commenced afterwards and soon Langholm Castle
disappeared completely, being
replaced with the fine country
house that is still remembered by
the local community to this day.
The new Langholm Lodge would
be completed by 1789, though
delayed after a serious fire in December 1787, and continued to
be the duke’s summer residence
until the Second World War, the
central portion of the house would
later be demolished in 1953.
Today nothing remains of
Langholm’s second castle and its
history sadly has been largely
overshadowed by its larger more
ornate successor. Langholm Castle
is practically forgotten and its
name is still forever associated
with its ruined predecessor. Hopefully this article though will have
made more people aware of this
long-lost piece of Langholm past,
a building that really should be
rightfully restored back into annals
of the town’s rich and varied
history.

Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or
email your comments to danielle@eladvertiser.co.uk

replacements
considerably
more
expensive.
Perhaps the car, at least, has had its day
and soon will be time to bid it farewell:
the electric scooter is under rapid
development in voltage capacity for
mounting hills and even weather
protection, and although at present illegal
on British roads cannot be forever
denied, so especially if an absence of
cars made it safer for its rider.
Already the e-bike has proved its
worth, with even long distances made
easy with the help of its tiny battery, and
with change from £1,000.
Imagine what that would do for the
town - peace, quiet, clean air - and
maybe even global cooling.
Richard Lennox
Henry Street
Langholm

Langholm
Poppy
Thanks

May I through the courtesy
of your column thank
everyone for supporting and
contributing to the Poppy
Scotland Appeal 2021 in the
Langholm Area which did
include Ewes.
To the long-term and new
collectors who collected
tirelessly.
To all the premises who
hosted a poppy box and tin in
the New and Old Town
including
the
schools.
Permission to have a table at
the local market, the foyer in

the Co-op and Watties Airch.
Thank you All.
Finally, to the Bank of
Scotland for checking the
countfest total which resulted
in £2,474.35 being raised for
The Langholm Area Poppy
Appeal. Much respect to all of
you.
'Lest We Forget'.
Kate Turk
A/O Langholm Area
c/o Langholm Social Club
Committee
Lairds Entry
Langholm

Scottish News...
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Scotland’s Who Cares? is
a charity that really cares
Everyone deserves to feel the warmth and joy of the festive season
SCOTTISH charity, Who
Cares? Scotland, is ensuring
that Christmas is not anything less than the best for
Care Experienced people by
granting their wishes over the
festive season.
Since 2014, the charity has
held a Care Family Christmas
Dinner on Christmas Day for
Care Experienced people, those
who are or have been in care
such as children’s homes, foster
care, kinship care or looked after
at home, around the country.
However, the impact of the
pandemic meant that last year it
was unable to host the annual
event and instead provided the
opportunity for these people to
make a wish.
More than 250 wishes were
granted and 2,000 festive
parcels were delivered to its
members last year.
Building on this, its Winter
Wishes campaign will give
Care Experienced people the
opportunity to again make a
wish for something special for

them. It also includes the
choice to have a Hello Fresh
box delivered, a Just Eat
voucher and money to cover
utilities added to their wish.
Who Cares? Scotland’s chief
executive, Louise Hunter said:
“Everyone deserves to feel the
warmth and joy the festive season
brings,
regardless
of whether they celebrate
Christmas or not.
“We know that for many Care
Experienced people this time of
year can be a challenging time
due to lack of family relationships and support services closing for Christmas.
“That is why we want to reach
as many of them as possible
this year with our Winter
Wishes campaign to let them
know we’re still here and to
give them something special.”
She added that making these
wishes a reality was only possible thanks to support of their
volunteers and donors.
“They will help make sure a
Care Experienced person can

enjoy a fresh meal this festive period, that they can give or receive
a gift and will make sure hundreds
of young people have something
to look forward to after over 20
months of isolation.”
Fighting for a lifetime of
equality, respect and love for all
Care Experienced people, Who
Cares? Scotland provide individual relationship based independent advocacy and a range
of connection and participation
opportunities for these people
all year round.
It does this by creating spaces
for them to feel like they belong
and are part of a community.
Megan Moffat, a Care
Experienced person and vice
chair of the board at Who
Cares? Scotland, said: “Christmas is about belonging, love
and community, I know I’m
lucky to have my family now
but for a long time I didn’t.
“Thankfully, Who Cares?
Scotland has been the family
for me, and many other Care
Experienced people, during this

Who Cares Scotland Christmas Wishes

time.”
She added that this year it was
going to be slightly different
until they could safely come
together in person.
“That doesn’t mean it has to
be anything less for Care
Experienced people,” she said.
“There would be no
Christmas for us without the
generosity of those who donate

and volunteer to make sure
Who Cares? Scotland can be
there for the Care Experienced
community every winter, and
all year round.”
• Find out how to get involved
to either make or grant a wish
on its website www.whocaresscotland.org/grant-a-wishthis-winter/.

Avian flu is of ‘low risk’ to the public

MEMBERS of the public are
being reminded to avoid interacting with wild birds in
the region, and to report any
discoveries of sick or dead
birds.
An assessment of a ‘very low’
risk to public health is being
offered, following the confirmation of at least one case of
H5N1 avian flu within Dumfries
& Galloway.
Consultant in Public Health
medicine, Dr Nigel Calvert said
he was keen to remind people
that while the risk posed to people
by avian flu was low, action is
required to minimise that risk.
“Our region is well known as a
popular location for migratory
birds at this time of year,” he said.
“Other countries and other
areas of Scotland have recently
seen reports of visiting birds
falling ill with the H5N1 avian
flu, so it was not unexpected
that we would also see cases
within Dumfries & Galloway –
given the numbers that visit
each year.”
In recent days a number of
birds have fallen ill along the

Solway Coast.
Tests are taking place, following confirmation of an initial
case of H5N1 in a swan.
“The risk to the public from
this strain of avian flu is very
low, however, it is important that
people do not touch any sick or
dead birds,” added Dr Calvert.
“We would ask anyone who
identifies a sick or dead bird to
please contact the Department
for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs in the first instance by
phoning 03459 335577 and
selecting option seven.
“Finally, as a precautionary
measure, signs are being erected
at some locations along the
Solway Coast to advise of the
current situation in respect of
migratory birds, while testing
continues to take place.”
Assurances have been made
to people that the H5N1 virus
poses no risk in the consumption
of food, so long as meat or eggs
from poultry are properly cooked.
Nevertheless, anyone involved
locally in either the hunting,
rearing or processing of wildfowl, gamebirds and poultry is

reminded of the need to wash
hands after handling poultry or
touching services that may be
contaminated, cover all new and
existing cuts and grazes, not to
touch the face or eyes with
hands or gloves, and to wear
the correct personal protective
equipment.
Plucking of fresh birds poses
the greatest risk, and should be
undertaken outdoors, with the
use of personal protective equipment – particularly a FFP3 face
mask and goggles.

• If anyone has recently handled a sick or dead bird,
especially without benefit of
personal protective equipment,
they can receive advice by
contacting Public Health on
01387 246246.

• General information for the
public on contact with sick or
dead birds, and their disposal,
can be found on the Scottish
government website at
https://www.gov.scot/publications/avian-influenza-birdflu/pages/dead-or-sick-wildbirds-what-to-do/.

A number of birds have fallen ill along the Solway Coast

IN BRIEF

HMRC
tricksters

HM REVENUE and Customs
has warned customers about
self-assessment tricksters.
As HMRC prepares to
issue emails and SMS to
self-assessment customers, the
department is reminding
them to be on their guard after
nearly 800,000 tax-related scams
were reported in the last year.
Fraudsters use self-assessment
to try and steal money or
personal information from
unsuspecting individuals.
In the last year alone, HMRC
has received nearly 360,000 bogus tax rebate referrals.
The self-assessment deadline
is 31 January 2022 and
customers may expect to hear
from HMRC at this time of
year.
Customers will be directed to
guidance
and
support,
prompting them to think about
how they intend to pay their
tax bill, and to seek support if
they are unable to pay in full
by 31 January.
• Customers can report suspicious phone calls using a
form on GOV.UK; customers
can also forward suspicious
emails claiming to be from
HMRC
to
phishing@hmrc.gov.uk and
texts to 60599.

Scottish
benefits

FACE-TO-FACE support is now
available
for
people
accessing Scottish benefits in
Dumfries & Galloway.
Anyone applying for Scottish
benefits is able to access direct
support from an adviser
through a new service in the
region.
Social Security Scotland’s
Local Delivery initiative
provides person to person support from trained staff in every
local authority area.
Advisers can answer any
queries people may have about
Social Security Scotland
benefits and help with form filling.
People can book in-person
meetings with an adviser at
home or in their local community, at a time and location that
suits them best.
These can be face-to-face, by
video call or by phone, with
face-to-face appointments taking
place
with
Covid-19
protection
measures
in
place.
It follows a successful pilot
in Dundee City, Perth and
Kinross, and the Western Isles
earlier this year and coincides
with the national roll out of
Child Disability Payment.
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Memories &
Milestones

Times Past

100 years: Dear Langholmites who are far away

We continue our serialisation of Tommy Beattie’s memoirs

Teddy Carruthers

...continued

I began my work at Teddy’s
doing all sorts of odd jobs at
first.
They do say variety is the
spice of life and so it proved to
be with me. I was very happy in
my chosen career. We repaired
punctures in bicycle tubes, broken spokes, brakes etc. Anything to do with push bikes and
I soon got the hang of it. We
took in watches for repairs also
Granny clocks, Grandfather
clocks in fact all kinds of clocks
were cleaned or whatever was
required. As far as Grandfather
clocks and clocks of that sort
were concerned all the brass
plates and the wheels were
cleaned with brasso.
When all the pieces were put
together the clock looked like
new. I reckon inside six months
I was putting large clocks
together. We used to sharpen
meat knives for all the grocers’
shops, cafes and hotels. I
remember we tested how sharp
the knife was on a piece of
newspaper. The paper was held
in front of you by two or three
fingers, and at arm’s length, the
knife was folded towards you.
If it was really sharp it cut the
paper as if it wasn’t’ there, if
you see what I mean.
We built bike wheels. For that
we had the front forks of a bike
in a large vice. The hubs, rims,
spokes and spoke nuts were all
purchased from the wholesalers
of bike components. Putting
them together was a tricky job
and required infinite patience.
To tighten the spokes, we had a
special key. This was like a
miniature version of the tool
used to remove a car wheel, it
had four different sizes of openings for different sized spoke
nuts obviously. When one was

tightening the spokes it was so
easy to put too much tension on,
which then buckled the rim.
This was the time when you had
to be patient and tighten each
nut very slightly each time before moving to the next spoke.
Round about this time I was
allowed to have a go with the
hair clippers. There were no
electric clippers in those days,
just hand clippers and they were
guaranteed to produce a handshake which meant something,
and not a wet cloth. (This made
for strong hands) The first time
I cut an old man’s hair his name
was John Hood, a quiet man
who lived along in Joukers
Close.

Bloob-bloob

Apart from being a quiet man
he was also a bit retarded one
would say. I don’t know whether
he could speak properly or not
because he used to go BloobBloob every now and then. I
really can’t remember him
talkng, certainly not in a proper
conversation. He was my guinea
pig for practice. Poor old soul, I
felt sorry for him. His barbour
meant well but it must have been
rough at times. You see I used to
shave John with a cut throat
razer which I sharpened myself,
it must have been rough.
He got a haircut and shave
whenever he wished. My razor
would not be perfect by a long
way, but he never complained
and if the hand machine for cutting his hair pulled a bit, he
never made a sound. Perhaps it
was fear, but if it was he
showed no sign to me or anyone
else. John had a lot of loose skin
on his face which was bad to
tighten for shaving. The tighter
the skin the less likely of blood
being spilled. His skin did get
tighter which may have been
the healing process, from the
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odd cut, nothing serious you
understand. Cutting John’s hair
was easy he didn’t have an
awful lot to start with and I
must say, he always left in a
respectable condition. Having a
shave every day and a haircut
every fortnight looked good and
it was good practice for me.
John served the purpose very
well. He was a regular visitor to
the Salvation Army evenings in
the hall at the top of the well
close and fronted by Drove Road.
Meetings were held each
Wednesday night and were well
attended by children as well as
adults.
To be honest the peas and pies
were a great attraction for the
young as well as John Hood.
This was probably the best meal
of the day for him. I have
always had the greatest respect
for the Salvation Army because,
unlike a lot of “good”
Christians, they wear their
hearts on their sleeves and mean
every word they sing. I have
seen them during air raids on
London and their bravery and
love of people is fantastic.
Back to John Hood. To my
knowledge he was not a
Langholm man.
Where he came from or what
happened to him, I have not
been able to find out. It is my
belief that he died in the “work
house” or “Poor House” at
Kirkpatrick Fleming but I am
not certain of this. John wore a
black bowler hat and the longest
black nap cloth coat, heavy
weight, summer and winter and
without buttons. The coat was
held together by keeping his
hands in the pockets all the
time. As a regular customer he
looked tidy because without our
attention he would soon have
become unkempt.

Sponsored disco in aid of Holmwood Gala Day back in 1978

(...to be continued)

Somewhere in the wonderful books of John Ruskin he tells his readers to “keep a fairy or two in
your woods for your children.” In our humble opinion that is a wise suggestion, and worthy of
all acceptation. Why should not our own dear lanes and fields and woods and glens have their
fairies as well as any other land? If we ask our children what kind of stories they prefer, in many
cases they decide in favour of those with a local setting. The glittering princes, the lovely
princesses and the marvellously, ponderously wise men of fable land are good enough for a while.
Yet their reign of favour is short. Detail and background creation surfeits the young mind. The
scenery and stage dressing required before the figures become anything like real are burdensome.
But speak of places you or the children know. Place your soldiers in Langholm Castle on the Big
Kilngreen. Let your laughter-maker dwell for a while at Stubholm. Tell of stately knights alighting
form their steeds where Wauchope Castle stood of old.If you know and love the history of your
homeland, there is no end to the stories your children might learn. Tell your little stories with a
setting of some place really and truly known to them or to you (and if you are far away you can
get a splendid variety of post cards of local scenes to help you) and there will be a keener interest
taken in the recital.

75 years: The Suspension Bridge

Sir, I noticed some time ago, in a report of a Town Council meeting, that the Burgh Surveyor
referred to the condition of the Suspension Bridge, and drew the attention of the members of the
municipal body to the repairs that were necessary. Up to the present nothing has been done and
I am wondering if all the members of the Town Council are resident in the Old Town, or if they
dwell in the New Town, do they wisely use the Old Bridge? At present the Suspension Bridge is
a disgrace. So far as crossing the Esk is concerned in a dry-shod manner the Suspensions Bridge
could easily be dispensed with. The footway resembles some shell pocked section of the Burma
Road in the monsoon season, it rivals Milnton on Saturday and surely it could be made to lose
its twin lines of puddles, at small expenditure. This work is absolutely necessary so, to use a war
time expression, I should suggest to Mr Wilson and the Town Council – “Go to it”
Yours Austerity.

50 years: Edinburgh signpost for motorway

Following the presentation of a petition to Mr George Younger, Secretary of State for Scotland,
on his recent visit to Langholm, and pressure being brought on the Ministry of Transport by
Langholm Town Council and Mr Hector Monro MP for Dumfriesshire, a signpost is to be erected
on the Carlisle bypass indicating the A7 route to Edinburgh. At present motorists wishing to go
to Edinburgh are signposted up the A74 Glasgow Road if they are travelling northwards on the
M6 motorway. Even local motorists have been confused by these “Edinburgh” signposts and
find themselves on the road to Gretna before realising they have overshot (or should it be undershot) the A7. In a letter to Mr Monro, Mr Younger says: I am now in a position to reply finally
to your various letters about the signposting of the trunk road A7 north of Carlisle. As you know,
it was decided some time ago that there should be a sign on the M6 motorway which would in
some way indicate the A7 as an alternative route from Carlisle through the Borders to Edinburgh.
There were quite considerable technical difficulties in working out the wording and layout of
such a sign, but these have now been overcome and the Department of the Environment are
proposing to erect a sign on the M6 at Greymoorhill Interchange.

25 years: Christmas lights switch-on

There was a good crowd turned out for the switch on of the Langholm Christmas Lights on Friday
evening. In spite of the cold there were lots of youngsters all keen to meet Father Christmas,
along with his helpers. Members of Langholm Town Band played traditional Christmas music
prior to the switch on by Community Council Chairman John Packer. The lights, organised this
year for the first time by the Bonnie Langholm Committee, stretched from the Langholm Bridge
to the Filling Station. There was added colour in the Market Place with the addition of new lighting designed and erected by Eskdale Electrical. The Elves and Fairies added fun to the evening
as well as taking their role of collecting funds both in the Market Place and later in the pubs and
clubs where a total of £187.93 will be going directly to the Christmas Lights Fund.

Langholm Town Band junior members and friends enjoying the cabaret which had a St Andrew’s theme in the
Buccleuch Hall back in 2003
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Red River Valley. Sunrise in Eskdalemuir photographed by Maria Vundum

ENTERTAINMENT

Local school presents a
century of Life in Gretna
GRETNA Primary School showcases an exhibition at the newly
restored All Saints Church in
the community and is keen for
residents across Scotland and
the UK to enjoy it.
It was back in 2015 when the
project, 'All Saints: Heart in the
Community' was first conceived.
All Saints, a Scottish Episcopal
Church based in Gretna, a
one-hundred-year-old church
needed its roof to be replaced
and substantial funding was
required to restore the church to
its former condition.
Approaches were made to the
Heritage Lottery fund and Historic
Environment Scotland, and
together, they agreed to fund the
project.
After a promising early start to
organising a heritage project to
improve the church building, it
experienced delays due to the
pandemic. However, the Heritage
Lottery Fund and All Saints maintained their determination and
continued to keep the project
alive. Finally, the go ahead was
given to start the replacement of
the roof and in April 2021 the

scaffolding went up around the
church and the restoration was
started.

Heritage

The one-hundred-year-old tiles
came off in sections, surprisingly
many in still very good condition,
and were replaced by the unique
Burlington tile, only available from
one supplier in the country. The
round stained-glass window was
taken out, restored and cleaned
and so much light now shines
into the church building. The
heritage restoration has involved
stone masonwork, gutter work,
carpentry, and wall painting.
Finally, after delays and hard
work, the project is now finished.
The hope is the church will continue to be enjoyed by the local
community for the next one hundred years.
An important part of the process
has involved All Saints church
working collaboratively with
Gretna Primary School to develop
a heritage project to benefit the
local community. For the last
term, the children have been
busy working on a whole-school

topic 'Life in Gretna: The First
One-Hundred Years'. Children
across the classes have been
learning about the heritage of
Gretna and have researched a
range of areas about life in the
past in Gretna, including education, shops, leisure and wartime.

Devil’s Porridge

The project has enabled digital
learning experiences too, with
the pupils using a range of tools
to share their work at the exhibition, including video presentations
and interactive QR code features
on their displays. Devil’s Porridge
has been an important partner in
the project, hosting school trips
for classes, providing resources
and exhibits for use in the school
and exhibition, as well as providing display boards and cabinets
for the final exhibition.
This is now being showcased
at an exhibition at the All Saints
church starting from 6 December
until Sunday 12 December from
10am-4pm, except for Tuesday
where there will be late opening
until 6pm and Sunday when the
opening hours are 1pm-4pm.
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PLUMBING & HEATING

CHIMNEY SWEEP

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie
DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773
m. 07801 658561

COMMISSIONING
▪
SERVICING
▪
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
TO LET

LANGHOLM

POP-UP SHOP

December 2021

■ Wednesday 1st to Sunday 12 December
Langholm Christmas Lights Shop (Old Post Office)
■ Friday 3rd December (74 High St)
Little Buds Nursery - Kayleigh Bell (
■ Sunday 4th December (74 High St)
Counry Plants & Crafts - Michelle Nichol
To book a space: Call Sharon Irving on 07862 367209
or email: sharon@ashleybank.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE  NEWCASTLETON

A VILLAGE GARAGE OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available
We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.
Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

ROOFING SERVICES

Chimneys and
Stove Flues swept.
Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

SCRAP METAL

CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries
Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal
Big or small
we remove it all
Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

To
advertise
in the
E&L
Advertiser
please call

013873
80012

28 Bank Street
Galashiels TD1 1EN
for a free quote or advice
Phone:01896 888664

web: mccullochroofing.co.uk

ALL ROOFING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Slang ▪ Tiling ▪ Flat Roofs
UPVC Windows and Doors
UPVC Facias and Guering
Family Business Since 1979

LANGHOLM
TOWN HALL
(inside)

WEDNESDAYS 10am - 3.30pm
FRIDAYS 9am - 2pm
Access through rear door
ROYAL BANK MOBILE VAN
Day Centre car park
Thursdays
11:45am - 12:25pm

Andersons of
Langholm
WANTED
Part time drivers
Non PSV required
to drive 8 seater mini bus/people carrier.
Must be over 21.
Disclosure Scotland required
but can be applied for for the right
candidate.
Clean driving license required.
Smart appearance
and good timekeeping essential.
Tel: 80553

ELECTRICIAN

BLINDS

All aspects
of Testing

o
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enSeol
wlaab
ar le
l s

E&L JOB SPOT

PSV DRIVER ALSO REQUIRED

Rewiring

All aspects
of Electrical
Work

LED
Lighting

Ring office for an excellent service on

01461 337303
On ttiime, on bud
dg
get and ex
xttrre
emelly
y prro
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NOTICES

McCulloch
Roofing

PUBLIC NOTICES

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH
013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

CHIMNEY SWEEP

MARK FRASER

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Faw Side
Community Group
Meeting in Ewes Hall

8th December at 7.30pm
All interested please come along
For info please contact 83818

Choir Concert

Friday 10th December
Langholm Parish Church
at 7.30pm
Adult £5 • Concession £2.50 • Children Free
To raise funds for Organ Repairs

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120
(70 x 50)

Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds

FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal
for tilt & turn windows

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens
For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to

077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

COMPLAINTS

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER

COMPLAINTS

To make a complaint about anything in The Eskdale and
Liddesdale Advertiser, please visit the office on Langholm High
Street and speak to the community editor Danielle Kenneally.
Alternatively, please contact the company secretary
by email: secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk.
Or by writing to:
The company secretary, Muckle Toon Media,
Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

E&L
CLASSIFIEDS
www.eladvertiser.co.uk

FUNERAL SERVICES

Funeral
Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service
New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine

Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm
Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

J. & A. Hodgson
Independent Family Funeral Directors
134 High Street, Annan
A Caring Family Firm
Caring for your family
Private Rest Room
For 24 hour caring personal service

Tel. 01461 205920

Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors Member
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available on request

CELEBRANT SERVICES

Loving Choice Ceremonies

Independent Celebrant Services

Bespoke and creave events that
capture special memories
Funeral, Memorial and
celebraon of life ceremonies
Baby naming ceremonies
Weddings and vow renewals

Call Jenny 07807 520499
for a free, no obligaon consultaon

E&L

Advertise with the
it’s cheaper than you think!

Call 013873 80012 for details

More of Arwen

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND

Langholm ....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council
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............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/streetlights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables

www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES

Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7)
...................0800 0281414
...............www.bearscot.com

Extensive damage was suffered at Barnglies Farm, Canonbie

Picture by Calum Graham

POST OFFICES

Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS

D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

The RAC Rally was curtailed by storm Arwen, with drivers and teams staying overnight in Langholm
Picture by Alex Thomas

DOCTORS

Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES

Langholm,Eskdalemuir Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS

Langholm Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton
...................013873 75240
Canonbie
...................013873 71336

Looking back towards the Duchess’ Bridge

Picture by Sharon Tolson

CHEMISTS

Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS

Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours
01461 202508

Davie Reid’s Wood on the edge of Langholm was all but decimated by the storm
Picture by Stan Wilson

Sports News

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
SUNDAY 5 december
wednesday 29 december

Arwen’s blast Flood Defence
cancels all sport braves the storm
Thursday December 2, 2021

Sponsored by KELSO RACES 01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Storm

STORM Arwen wreaked havoc on the sports
fixtures at the weekend, with both the rugby
and football called off due to the weather.
Other events were cancelled too.
Langholm Legion’s match up at Chirnside
was called off.
“The substantial overnight damage caused
both locally and all across the region due to
Storm Arwen made it unsafe to play and indeed
travel,” said the club’s manager Martin
Thomlinson.
“Whilst it’s frustrating another match has
passed us by, it’s most definitely the right
decision as people’s safety is far more important.”
The sentiment was echoed by Langholm RFC
who urged everyone to stay safe.
“We've fallen foul to the weather and sadly
the game and senior members lunch are off,”
the club said.
“The powerlines at the club are down and
there's fallen trees on the road network and
around the club.”
After a crazy night of weather, the club got to
work on the damage.
They thanked everyone who helped get the
club watertight and cleared up the mess.
In addition to the men’s rugby and football,
the Langholm RFC mini festival on Sunday
was also called off.

Horseracing

Milntown clubrooms suffered extensive damage

Hawick, Dumfries, Annan and Carlisle were
meant to be attending, as well as primary teams
at every age group from Langholm.
However, the festival was not able to go
ahead due to fallen trees and no power at the
club.
The next match for Langholm Legion is due
to take place on Saturday against Tweedale
Rovers away, while Langholm RFC is due to
play Inverleith RFC at home.

ONLY Iain Jardine had horses racing in a
week of sport marred by the weather conditions.
There was still no success for a top place
finish and a third place was the best achieved
by the trainer’s horses.
This came at Ayr with Flood Defence ridden
by Danny McMenamin.
The seven-year-old mare had been towards
the rear of midfield, but made headway after
the fifth hurdle in the two-mile four-and-ahalf-furlong 12 hurdle race.
She chased the leaders with three to go,
but a mistake at two out saw her lose out on
a top-two finish.
Langholm’s Jamie Gormley’s two races of
the week on Iain Jardine-trained Weather
Front only saw a fifth place finish out of eight
at Doncaster.
His second race was a last place finish in a
13-horse race at Newcastle on Tuesday.
Langholm-based James Ewart has seven
horses racing in the next week at Wetherby,
Kelso and Musselburgh.

Flood Defence gets third place at Ayr on Monday
Photo: Gordon Nichol

Iain Jardine will join him at all three venues,
with further races at Newcastle, Market
Rasen, and Sedgefield.
Langholm’s Martin Tedham has two horses
scheduled to run this week.
It includes Papa Tango Charly at Exeter,
and Zabeel Champion, who will be racing
twice – once on Thursday at Leicester and
again on Saturday at Aintree.
Zabeel Champion had a first-place win at
Leicester two weeks’ ago.

??
Canonbie’s
Hannah
Golf season summed-up
is a tennis natural

E&L

Tennis

saw Dumfries’s Emily Warren
claim top spot with more points
won than Hannah who came
second.

Published by Muckle Toon Media CIC - a Community Interest Company, at their offices, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH. Telephone 013873 80012

938757

Hannah Imrie of Canonbie came
second in Dumfries U8 tennis

771472

AFTER the Storms of Friday,
it was good for the members
and friends to be able to meet
at the golf club to celebrate
the 2021 season.
This has been a difficult season considering the covid
restrictions in place for most
of the season, however, all
members rallied round and
made the season a success.
There was the presentation
of the various trophies cups
and shields covering the

Special thanks for the season
must go to our greens keeper
Dougie Irving who keeps the
course to such a high
standard.
And to all the committee
members and helpers who volunteer to organise events to
raise funds and carry out day
to day tasks which allow the
course to function and, as
always, go unrecognised by
the many - Without their help
on many tasks on the course
and in the clubhouse, we would
not have the club we have
today.

Price £1.00
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By Andrew Paisley

competitions run throughout
the season.
The main winners were ladies club champion Ailsa
Tweddle, men's club champion
Nathan Bell, men's senior
champion Brian Porteous and
men's B champion Callum
Henderson.
On the night we also ran an
alternative race night using a
giant horse racing board game
which was a resounding success
in raising funds for the club
and enjoyed by all who
attended.
Thank you all for your support.

SPORT
48

Golf

Langholm Golf Club reported a difficult season due to the pandemic

DUMFRIES Under-eight girls’
tennis competition saw one of
Canonbie’s juniors, Hannah
Imrie come second at the weekend.
It is the sixth year the Dumfries
& Galloway Mini Red Tour has
been in place, with six players
from the inaugural event still playing.
Hannah only started playing in
the summer when the club was
started in Canonbie.
The club said they were really
thrilled.
Altogether, the day saw 12 boys
and five girls with five calling off
due to the snow.
In the boys’ event there was
seven Dumfries players; two from
Kirkcudbright Community Tennis
Club, one each from Dalbeattie
and Gretna Tennis Clubs and one
player travelling all the way from
the Borders.
There were exciting matches and
the round robin event for the girls
was an exciting competition which

