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200m wind
turbines proposed

TWO more taller wind
turbines are set to be erected
at Loganhead and Hopsrig
wind farms
Full story: Page 5
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Fastest virus test
results in two hours

HOSPITALS have rolled out
three-in-one winter virus
tests in a £5m. investment
to help ease patient
congestion

Full story: Page 11
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Proud day for
Langholm’s Ally

A SPECIAL moment for a
special
woman
saw
Langholm’s Ally Ratcliffe
formally inducted into the
SRU Hall of Fame
Full story: Page 16
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Politicians support petition to return to pre-Covid service

A LOCAL petition asking Borders
Buses to resume their pre-Covid X95
service has gained traction with two
local politicians backing the campaign
for it to be fully reinstated.
Dumfriesshire MP David Mundell and
constituency MSP Oliver Mundell have
raised constituents' concerns about the
length of time the X95 services have
been operating at a curtailed level.
The public transport link between
Edinburgh and Carlisle serves many
small towns and rural villages, such as
Langholm and Canonbie.
Prior to being dropped completely at
the beginning of Covid lockdowns and
then resuming on a restricted basis, its
operator Border Buses offered two-way
hourly services during peak periods
together with late evening buses.
It now only runs a two-hourly service
most days, with the wait even longer on
Sundays.
There are also no late evening buses.
Retired Langholm nurse, Mary
Johnstone spearheaded the local campaign,
starting a petition calling for the full previous timetable to be reintroduced.
More than 400 people have so far
signed the petition, which Oliver Mundell
has agreed to hand over to the Scottish
cabinet secretary for transport, Michael
Matheson.
Mrs Johnstone said: “The reduced service has had a negative impact on the
lives of many people who used the X95
to commute to work, travel to appointments, make social visits and to connect
with trains from Carlisle.
“I know a big miss are the evening
services, which were particularly important to some local bus users, and we
want reassurance that they will be
included in any replacement timetable.”
She hoped the increase in interest from

both Oliver and David would result in
success similar to that achieved by a
petition from Peebles.
Simon Ritchie began a petition calling
on Borders Buses for additional services
for its X62 service from Galashiels to
Edinburgh.
It saw the bus company increase its
timetable.
While Mary took the opportunity to
campaign in person for the X95, an
online petition started by Canonbie resident, Anita Baptist, has also seen more
than 100 people sign up to ask for the
service to go back to its pre-Covid level
of service.
She said the reduced service would
affect the job prospects and quality of
life of many people, as well as hinder
any regeneration that is hoped for the
involved areas.

“

The X95 is a lifeline for
many people, particularly in
areas like Langholm and
Canonbie with very few
choices when it comes to
public transport.

”

Plus, she said, for many it was the
only form of transport they have and
was desperately needed as a community
lifeline.
In a reply to a letter from Oliver, Border
Buses managing director, Colin Craig
said that while they fully understood the
frustrations, a number of factors were
currently stopping them from returning
to their hourly service.
“The main issue we are facing is the
unprecedented delays coming from the
DVLA as they process new driver

The Borders Buses X95 picking up passengers at Carlisle

applications,” he said.
“During the pandemic, while we were
running at severely reduced capacity,
many of our older members of staff took
the opportunity to retire and unfortunately,
due to our new potential drivers awaiting
legal approval, we are faced with driver
shortages at every depot.
“While we would plan to reintroduce
the X95 service to its fullest capacity
when passenger numbers begin to
increase, we cannot currently do so until
our staff shortage issue is resolved.”
Oliver has expressed his disappointment
that there was, as yet, no timeline for
services to fully resume.
He said: "The X95 is a lifeline for

many people, particularly in areas like
Langholm and Canonbie with very few
choices when it comes to public
transport.
"I would like to see the full timetable
reintroduced as soon as possible.
“I believe public transport will be even
more important in future and it is vital
to have services at a level sufficient to
encourage former passengers to return
to using buses as we emerge from the
pandemic.”
David Mundell added: “Eskdale's
geography means the X95 is a key link
and I will continue to raise with DVL
any driver licensing and testing delays
flagged up with me by constituents.”
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Deaths

CROPPER, Angela

Peacefully after a long illness, on 16 November
2021 in Dumfries Infirmary,
Angela Elizabeth Ryan Cropper, née Ryan, of Townfoot, Langholm, a dearly loved wife, mother, sister,
daughter, aunt and friend to many.
Funeral service in Langholm Parish Church on
Friday 26 November at 11am, thereafter
interment in Langholm Cemetery, all friends
respectfully invited.
Family flowers only, donations in lieu to Macmillan
Cancer Care, collection at service.

GRANT, Nessie

Peacefully on 20 November 2021 in Dumfries
Infirmary Nessie Grant, née Wightman, Prior Avenue,
Canonbie, formerly of Claygate, dearly loved wife of
Ian and a much loved mother, granny and greatgranny.
Funeral service in Canonbie United Parish Church
on Tuesday 30 November at 12 midday, thereafter
interment in Canonbie Churchyard, all friends
respectfully invited.
Family flowers only, donations in lieu to Marie Curie,
collection at service.

IRVING, Arthur

Arthur of Stakeheuch Canonbie died
suddenly but peacefully at home on Friday
19th November 2021.
Beloved husband to his late wife Helen, dear
Dad to Jill and Donald, brother to Jock, and
much loved Grampa to Callum and Kieran.
Funeral details to be announced later.

Funeral Services

Funeral
Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service
New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine

Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm
Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

J. & A. Hodgson

Local market raffle
will benefit charity

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

Church Notices

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE
PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale Church
welcomes you to
Worship on Sunday
mornings at 10am
Canonbie Church
at 11:30am
Worshippers will be
required to adhere to
Covid restrictions.
Online service goes
live each Sun 11am
If you are seeking
pastoral support or wish
to arrange a wedding or
baptism please contact
Rev Morag Crossan on
07861 736071 or email
mcrossan@
churchofscotland.org.uk

Funeral Services

LANGHOLM,
ESKDALEMUIR,
EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES
Church Services
Sunday 28th November
Langholm 10am
Sunday Club meet at
Masonic 10am

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.
Social Distancing
will be observed.
Please wear masks.
Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 80859.
Mobile. 07543 179469
Charity no. SCO11946

James Rae & Sons

Headstones and Memorials

● Headstones
● Memorials
● Children’s Memorials
● Desks and Vases
● Memorial Design
● Memorial Restoration

11a George Street ● Annan
01461 202083 ● www.jraeandsonsheadstones.co.uk

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

THREE lucky people will be in
with a chance of winning a Love
Langholm Local hamper at the
Christmas light switch-on next
Saturday.
The group have set up the raffle
with the aim of raising funds for
the Langholm Day Centre.
Those who buy a ticket can win a
variety of gifts and prizes, all
donated by the stall holders who
usually take part in the Love
Langholm Local market that takes
place once a month on a Saturday.
The event’s organiser, Emma
Duncan said she was looking forward to seeing everyone at the
market this December for a festive
send-off to the year, a year which
saw them start the market.
“We thought it would be a good
way to celebrate the end of the
year,” she said.
“It’s a way for us to thank all those
who have supported us by coming
to the market and buying from local
producers and crafters.
“In addition, people get to donate
the money they pay for their raffle
tickets to a good cause, the
Langholm Day Centre, who are
there for those over 60 by
providing them with lunches and
activities.”
She added it would be good to
see as many people as possible
come to the market, which will see
a number of new stallholders –
Iona Davidson’s wax melts and
Siberian Knits – as well as some
regulars – Beattie’s Bakes,
Borderlands Brewery, and Browns
Butchers.
To top it off will be the raffle, with
the three winning hampers coming

Emma Duncan is the organiser
of the Christmas raffle

in the form of a first, second and
third prize, ranging in value from
being worth more than £150, and
£100, to £50.
Prizes

Prizes confirmed so far, include
gift vouchers, and a few prizes,
such as a family size pie from
Browns Butchers and a Muckle
Toon tartan Christmas stocking from
Rose’s Wardrobe, which is
co-owned by Emma.
Tickets cost £2 each and are available at Browns Butchers.
They will also be available at the
market on the day of the draw.
The draw is due to take place at
5pm after the Christmas lights
switch-on on 4 December.

Maintenance work on Skippers wall

Independent Family Funeral Directors
134 High Street, Annan
A Caring Family Firm
Caring for your family
Private Rest Room
For 24 hour caring personal service

Tel. 01461 205920

Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors Member
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available on request

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser is part funded by the
above organisations along with charitable trusts and
individuals from the community of Langholm.

A temporary fence is being erected along the top of the wall near Skippers bridge to facilitate maintenance work

CONTRACTORS have been working at
the A7 Skippers Wall this week.
This follows last week’s report in the paper
that maintenance work on the wall would be
completed for BEAR Scotland, the leading
road maintenance and management firm in
Scotland.
It includes repointing defective areas of the

A7 Skippers Wall masonry, cutting the vegetation above the wall and installing timber
fencing for the safety of personnel on future
maintenance activities.
Temporary traffic lights were in place for
some of the work.
The timber fencing is yet to be installed but
will be in due course.

A metal fence is in place currently and is a
temporary measure while the necessary work
is carried out.
Contractors will still be seen on site between
8am and 6pm Monday-Friday.
• The work will conclude on the afternoon
of Friday 3 December.
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Consultation on new bridge
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LOREBURN Housing Association
is asking locals to have their say on
the proposed new bridge for their
Murtholm Farm development.
Their development for extra care and
affordable housing in Langholm is
looking to include the construction of
a pedestrian, cycle, and wheeling bridge
to connect it to the town and they are
hoping to get some feedback on what
people think about it.
Described as a ‘unique offering’, the
housing located just beyond the town
to the southeast of the Langholm
Co-op, will feature bungalows designed
to meet an ‘enhanced specification as
extra care housing’.
There are 35 new homes proposed
in a ‘first for the region’ offering round
the clock care and support services,
with a range of communal facilities in
a separate building.
The homes are expected to be built
and occupied by spring 2023, with a
bridge to connect it to the town across
the river Esk along with access ramps
and paths completed before then.
at
development
of
Head
Loreburn, Graham Robertson said
it was called an Equality Impact
Assessment.

IN-SITU REINFORCED
CONCRETE PIER

IN-SITU REINFORCED
CONCRETE ABUTMENT

RIVER ESK

DOWNSTREAM ELEVATION
SCALE 1:100

Drawing of the proposed bridge over the Esk at Murtholm

“The aim is to speak to the various
groups in and around Langholm, as
well as, as many people as possible
who are resident there,” he said.
“It’s all about inclusivity and we
want to give people the chance to have
their say.
“Identifying this feedback now will
help us when we put the final design
process together.”
A planning application for the bridge
for the northern end of the housing
site has been submitted to Dumfries
& Galloway council.
It contains an image of what it is

expected to look like, as well as a
map of its location.

Phases

Asher Associates, a civil and structural
engineering design firm, is supporting
Loreburn HA and their project partner,
walking and cycling charity, Sustrans,
with the design and construction of
the bridge which forms phase 1a of
the proposed masterplan for the
development.
The bridge is planned to be a ‘modern
lightweight structure and feel spacious
to the user even at busy times’ and

will be adopted by Dumfries &
Galloway council.
Loreburn said it will be a ‘safe and
attractive route’ which will maintain
the existing riverside walks running
along the north and south banks of the
River Esk.
The entire site will be developed in
phases over a period of at least 10-20
years, according to the plans.
Phase 1a looks at road access
improvements and service infrastructure, with four phases following 1b
currently, which will see the southern
section of the development linked to

the pedestrian and cycle bridge.
Junction improvements are expected
at Skippers Bridge to widen the access
point to the site when they get to the
work – with temporary traffic lights
being put in place while it is
completed.

Progress

“We’re making progress,” said
Graham.
“There’s lots of work involved and
it’s a complicated process, there’s water
mains to divert to the area among
others, and then the bridge which we’re
hoping to hear back about from planners
in the next few weeks.
“All being well, we’ll be on our way
to ensuring we’re on site by January
and then not long after the housing
form
take
to
start
will
ready for their completion in spring
2023.”
The associated plans, drawings and
applications can be found via the D&G
planning website.

• To complete the survey before the
deadline date of 30 November, visit
https://
loreburn.org.uk/have-your-say-onthe-proposed-langholm-bridge.

Positive response to
Callisterhall wind farm
A PUBLIC consultation on the
Callisterhall wind farm saw a
‘positive’ response to scaled
back plans to install 10 turbines.
The event had three associates
of E Power’s wind farm present,
including the company’s own
Gilbert Stevenson and Chris
Kirkwood, as well as their community consultant Kirsty O'Brien.
They said they had seen a
steady flow of visitors from
residents from Langholm, Ewes
and Westerkirk, plus some from
North Milk.
They were looking to find out
more on the changes to the
original plans for the 25-turbines
on the outskirts of Langholm 2.5 miles west and close to a
number of existing wind farms.
Overall, the area is about 2,073
hectares. The Water of Milk is to
the west.
Now reduced to a 10-turbine
plan, they could be the tallest
onshore turbines at 220m high.
“We’ve had a steady flow of
about two, two and two again,”
said Kirsty.

“We’ve not had a big gap since
2pm and it has seen a few
community councillors in from
North Milk, while Langholm, Ewes
and Westerkirk are expected to
come at our second event.
“It’s about being accessible.”
Residents had been concerned
about the amount of wind farms
already in the area and the impact
they were having on the
landscape.

Ewe Hill

The northern boundary is next
to Ewe Hill windfarm and Craig
windfarm is about 1.6km to the
north east.
There are a number of residential
properties within the site, mostly
farms, while others are on the
Lockerbie road.
Questions from those who
ventured down to the Buccleuch
Centre to hear what they had to
say on the new plans were interested to hear about the response
from the company following their
change of plan.
“We’ve been showing people

the updated designs and how we
addressed their concerns by coming down in size,” said Gilbert.
“As well as a community fund
and infrastructure, we have
responded stating that we want
to help wherever we can.
“We want to have a design
project as sensitively as we can,
that is economically viable and
taking into consideration the views
of the people who live here.”
They said the update to the
plans had seen a positive
response.
Any further consultation events
with community councils they said
they would consider.
Currently being completed, their
scoping report submitted in 2019
for the original 25, is still in the
pre-application stage. However,
their new plans which will
take their place, featuring the
10-turbines, is due to be submitted
at the beginning of next year.
A second public consultation will
take place at the Buccleuch Centre
on 7 December from 2pm-6pm.

Gilbert Stevenson of E Power
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IN BRIEF

Community councils return
to public forum meetings
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HMRC
payments

FROM 1 December, HM
Revenue and Customs will stop
making payments of child
benefit, guardian’s allowance
and tax credits, into post office
card accounts.
HMRC is urging customers
who receive their payments
via this method to act now so
they still get their money on
time.
Any tax credits, child benefit
and guardian’s allowance
customers who receive their
benefits or payments via a post
office card account have until
30 November to set up a new
account and notify HMRC of
the details so they can continue
to receive their payments.
Any suspended payments will
be held and then paid to the
customer once they notify
HMRC of the new details.

• Customers can use their
personal tax account to
provide revised account
details. Alternatively, child
benefit customers can change
their bank account details via
gov.uk or by contacting the
child benefit helpline on 0300
200 3100. Tax credits
customers can change their
bank account details by
contacting the tax credits
helpline on 0345 300 3900. If
customers cannot open a bank
account, they should contact
HMRC.

South of
Scotland
fund

MORE than 250 expressions of
interest have been lodged in
the south of Scotland for a
new fund coming soon to
promote the conditions for
good mental health and
well-being.
The Communities Mental
Health and Wellbeing Fund will
open this month in Dumfries &
Galloway and the Scottish
Borders, with over £750,000
available across the two areas.
The fund aims to support adult
community-based initiatives to
help address the impact of
distress and mental ill health
caused by social isolation and
loneliness, as well as addressing
the mental health inequalities
exacerbated by the Covid-19
pandemic.
Third Sector Dumfries and
Galloway is administering the
fund in the south and has been
asking community organisations
and groups to come forward to
lodge their details.

• Those still wanting to do so,
can
sign
up
here:
https://bit.ly/3wONit1.

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
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Canonbie and Newcastleton now welcome residents’ attendance

COMMUNITY council meetings throughout Eskdale &
Liddesdale have begun to
meet up in person with
members of the public able
to attend.
November’s meeting for
Newcastleton and district
community council took place
in Legends Function Room,
where it saw community
councillors, area ward councillors, as well as five members
of the public attend.
While Canonbie and district
community council’s took place
in The Cross Keys.
Each meeting venue is still,
however, subject to change
each month dependent on Covid
restrictions and where is
available.
Topics
discussed
in
Newcastleton included an
update on the installation of
CCTV in the area.
Cameras have been expected
to be installed after the village
raised money to do so to reduce

rural crime and provide flood
prevention measures through
an early warning system.
However, those at the meeting
said there had been ‘very real
planning frustrations’ with
the responses being received
by the Scottish Borders
council.
In March, eight locations for
cameras were identified,
including
the
primary
school, the two entrances to
the village, the fire station, the
Grapes Hotel, Whithaugh Pool
and upstream on the Liddel
Water.
During the update, they said
it was hoped that approval
would be granted if a
compromise on the placement
of the pole at the forecourt
could be agreed.
The council has been
contacted for comment.
The need for more police to
be seen face-to-face on a regular
basis and to have a more visible
presence in the community was

also raised.
Flooding throughout the south
of Scotland at the end of
October provided feedback on
protocols in place.
It found the Charlie Sike could
reduce waters in the Lakes if
realigned to enable the capillary
action of the water flow to
draw water from the Lakes.
Work on the dry gravel
extraction in the area was found
to have helped lower the level
of the water.
It was conceded, moreover,
that this would need to be
maintained annually and a
programme to fund it would
need to be sought as
Newcastleton
District
Community Trust said it would
not be possible for them to do
so in future.
Overnight, during the very
worst of the flooding, it was
thought that the flood warning
in the area was given
prematurely
causing
unnecessary
alarm
for

FRAUD rose by twothirds in Scotland during
the covid pandemic,
figures have shown.
Research published within
the recent Recorded Crime
in
Scotland
bulletin
estimated that 57% of fraud
crimes recorded in 202021 were cyber-crimes, compared to 29% in 2019-20.
Crimes of fraud in Scotland have increased overall
by two-thirds over the past
two years, sparking fresh
calls for people to be
vigilant.
The Recorded Crime
National Statistics highlighted an increasing trend in
recorded fraud over a number of years - up 73% between
2014-15
and
2019-20.
With International Fraud
Awareness Week recently
taking place, the latest official figures show a rise from
797 cases in September
2019 to 1,328 in September
this year – up by 67%.
Although cases have remained at roughly the same

level year-on year, fraud
increased by 26% between
2019-20 and 2020-21, with
the pandemic playing a
significant role, including
behavioural changes such
as more online shopping.
Scotland’s national advice
service, Advice Direct
Scotland, provides free,
impartial and practical advice to anyone in Scotland
on fraud and scams.
Marjorie Gibson, head of
operations with Advice
Direct Scotland, said
scammers exploited the
Covid pandemic by preying
on people and businesses,
and that worrying trend has
continued.
“With International Fraud
Awareness Week, it was
an opportune moment to
urge everyone to be vigilant
as scammers can sound
very plausible and persuasive, and it can be easy to
be taken in,” she said.
“Cybercrime is a growing
concern, and it’s always
important to check emails
or online communications

very carefully and always
be wary of anyone asking
for personal financial
information.
“Our team is on hand to
offer free, impartial and
practical advice on what to
look out for or what to do if
you think you have been
scammed,
and
any
suspected criminal activity
should be reported to Police
Scotland.”
International
Fraud
Awareness Week encourages consumers and businesses to learn what fraud
is, why it is important to
stop it, red flags to look for
and ways to prevent it.
Worried individuals and
employers in Scotland can
seek advice about any
potential scams by contacting consumeradvice.scot
online or by calling them.
The organisation has the
authority to report instances
to Trading Standards
Scotland for investigation,
while criminal activity should
always be reported to the
police.

residents.
More up-to-date and relevant
information was found to be
needed for residents.
In addition, a new sandbag
policy will be published
once a new shed to hold them
is in place at the south end
of the village due to some
households being ‘greedy’
and taking more bags than
necessary leaving others
exposed.
Other community issues
raised included reports of poor
communication and no shows
at the local surgery for flu and
Covid booster jabs.
Councillors will look to
investigate this.
Canonbie
In Canonbie, discussions
centred around finding out the
permissions for the siting of
new bins, as well as a new dog
waste bin at the fork of the
church drive, in addition to an
update on the trees on the

Wynd, the X95 bus service and
trees for the Jubilee.
An update on the Glenzier
Hall car park issue with the
bin lorry driving through it to
empty the bins due to ‘safety’
was also provided.
The bin service has been
notified that it is private land
and to stop at the bus stop
instead.
Residents have also been
asked to place their bins at the
side of the bus shelter.
Two residents also recently
became co-opted members
of the community council Mary Waitt, proposed by Carol
Wilson and seconded by
Barbara McGimpsey, and
Deirdre Burnet, proposed
by Carol Midwood and
seconded by Ian Foster.
The next meeting in
Newcastleton is scheduled for
14 December with the venue
to be confirmed.
The next meeting in Canonbie
will take place in December –
date and venue to be confirmed.

Fraud on the rise in Scotland
public advised to be vigilant

Head of operations with Advice Direct Scotland Marjorie Gibson

200m wind turbines at
Loganhead and Hopsrig

Developer seeks to treble community investment to over £1m.
TWO more taller wind turbines are
set to be erected at Loganhead and
Hopsrig wind farms.
Muirhall Energy has applied to the
Energy Consents Unit of the Scottish
government for an additional turbine at
each of the sites, and an increase in tip
heights to 200 metres.
The renewables developer is seeking
to treble community investment to over
£1m. per year as part of the revised
plans at the wind farms.
This would come as a result of the trebling of green energy generated from
both sites.
Project manager, Kirstin Leckie said:
“The revised applications demonstrate
Muirhall Energy’s commitment to using
the most up to date turbine technology,
which can dramatically increase the output of the projects, resulting in even
greater contributions to Scotland and
the UK’s climate change targets.
“The proposals also allow us to increase
the community investment fund, trebling
our existing commitment, as well as
offer the local community the opportunity
to extend their shared ownership of wind
farms Muirhall Energy has developed
in the area.”

Local residents will have the chance
to find out more about the submissions
at public drop-in events to be held over
coming months in Bentpath, Lockerbie
and Langholm.
People will be able to comment on the
two applications on the Scottish government Energy Consents Unit website
when it becomes available.
Kirstin added: “We are looking forward
to continuing to work with local communities and keeping them informed of
our plans for the wind farms.
“We hope that the community will
support our new ambitions for the projects, just as they have at Crossdykes.”
Hopsrig Wind Farm initially received
consent in 2019 for 12 turbines with a
42MW capacity, while Loganhead Wind
Farm was given permission for eight
turbines with installed capacity of
25.6MW.
The new plans would increase capacity
of the two sites to around 86MW and
59MW respectively.
If the revised plans are consented local
communities will benefit from an industry-leading community investment
fund of £7,000 for every MegaWatt of
power generation capacity.

HAWICK Archaeological Society will host its
first in-person event since early 2020, with a
Stobs Camp ‘show & tell’, at Hawick Museum.
Taking place on Sunday guest speaker Andrew
Jepson, Archaeology Scotland’s Stobs camp
project officer, will guide visitors through the
life and times of the camp and some people
associated with it.
This will be followed by a short presentation delivered by Hawick Archaeological Society’s field
secretary Ian Lowes, who will use his collection of
postcards to flesh out the untold stories of Britain’s
best-preserved First World War internment camp.
Stobs Camp is historically important due to its
extraordinary level of preservation, the camp is
a remnant of Scotland’s preparation for and
ubsequent handling of First World War
prisoners.
Within Scotland, no site exists with the mix of
army training camp and prisoners of war and

Canonbie
SWI

AT Canonbie SWI’s November
meeting, vice president Nichola
Donald and her assistant
Catherine Lithgow demonstrated
Christmas decorations.
An enjoyable hour was spent
gluing and glittering, before
Catherine judged the competitions.
Karen Pearson came first in
the dog ornament, and Gillian
Lamont second.
Flower of the month saw Liz Walters
come first and Gill Bailey second.
The evening ended with a quiz.

Christmas
fayre

The newly-opened wind farm at Crossdykes near Eskdalemuir

This should result in an annual fund of
over £600,000 for Hopsrig and £400,000
for Loganhead.
Muirhall Energy will also be offering
local communities the opportunity to
acquire up to a 10% ownership stake in
each project, through the same community
ownership scheme that has been established
for the nearby Crossdykes wind farm
which recently had its official opening.

Stobs Camp ‘show & tell’

Stobs artefacts
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Picture by Andrew Jepson

internees in one place, none has the surviving remains visible as at Stobs, where standing buildings
and much of the training ground, including firing
ranges and trenches can still be found.
Visitors to the ‘show & tell’ will be able to
view the objects and postcards in the Scott Gallery
and to visit the War Room to see them up close.
A society spokesman said: “This will be a rare
opportunity to find out what life was like at the
camp prior to and during the war, and each object
and postcard has its own story to tell.
“We look forward to seeing both fresh and
familiar faces at this event.”
There will be two sessions on Sunday, held
from 12-1pm, and 2-3pm.
All tickets are free but they need to be booked.

•
Tickets
can
be
found
at
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/stobs-campshow-tell-tickets-209795432787.

Shared ownership would generate further income to the community, in excess
of the current community investment
fund.

• To access the submissions when they
become available on the Scottish government Energy Consents Unit website,
visit
https://www.energyconsents.scot/

ESKDALEMUIR community
hub will have a Christmas Fayre
on Saturday.
Open 10.30am-3.30pm, there
will be around nine local crafters,
makers, and recyclers bringing
Christmas gifts, presents and
treats, accompanied by Christmas songs played on guitar.
It had been due a week previous, however, due to community
events, it was decided to delay
it by one week.
The hub will be using a oneway system in the hall to ensure
visitors’ safety.
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Farming on the Border

Call for new policy

In association with
C & D AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

Farm fatality rates

THINK twice about risk and
protection, rural specialists have
urged as farm fatality rates soars.
Rural risk specialists are urging
Scottish farmers to ‘stop and
think twice’ following a surge in
agricultural deaths – and issued
a stark warning for those who
are failing to protect their most
important asset.
Figures published by the health
and safety executive revealed that
41 people were killed as a result
of farming and other agriculturerelated activities in 2020/21 in
the UK – almost double the number of deaths in the previous year.
Five of the deaths took place
in Scotland.
While the number of people
killed fluctuates each year, the
five most common causes of fatal
injuries over the last five years
remain – being struck by moving
vehicles, killed by an animal,
struck by an object, falling from
height and contact with moving
machinery.
“Fatal injury rates in agriculture
remain notoriously high, earning
it the unenviable reputation as
the riskiest industry sector,” said
Alex Cormack, of Lycetts Risk
Management Services.
“We know that farmers face a

myriad of potential hazards, from
contact with machinery and vehicles, chemicals, and livestock, to
working at a height, and the demanding, solitary and relentless
work associated with agriculture
heightens farmers’ exposure to risk.
“But we are seeing the same
causes of fatal injury crop up
time and time again. A change in
attitude to risk will be the driving
force in changing this narrative.”
He added that while some of
these deaths will be as a result of
an unfortunate and unforeseeable
accidents, some could be avoided.
“By scrupulously carrying out
actions, such as following
machinery operation safety procedures, handling chemicals in
the proper manner, safely checking the robustness of platforms
and roofs, careful handling and
securing of livestock, and ensuring
jobs that require more than one
person have sufficient manpower,
the risk can be greatly reduced,”
he said.
“A split-second decision can mean
the difference between life and
death, so it is of critical importance
that farmers stop, think twice and
treat every task with risk management and health and safety at
the forefront of their minds.”

SOLWAY AGRICULTURE
LIMITED
Glasgow Road, Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire
DG11 2SE
Tel. Lockerbie (01576) 204124

Fax. Lockerbie (01576) 203806

Beet Pulp Pellets,
Barley Grains,
NB Grains, Wheat Grains
Rolled Barley,
Wheatfeed, Rapemeal,
Hi Pro Soya, etc.
Can be mixed to your
requirements
Collect or deliver ex Laurmar,
Heathall Ind. Est., Dumfries
Bekina Wellingtons,
Waterproof Leggings &
Jackets, Boiler Suits, etc

FOR ALL LAMBING
REQUIREMENTS
lamb colostrum, lambs milk,
bottles, teats, lammacs,
castration rings and pliers
marking sprays etc.

BACKED by an unprecedented level of member
engagement, NFU Scotland
has called on Scottish government to deliver a future
agricultural policy.
They want a policy that
enables the industry to deliver
on food production, climate
change
ambitions
and
biodiversity enhancement.
The union was responding to
the Scottish government’s consultation on ‘Agricultural
Transition – First Steps Towards
Our National Policy,’ published
in August.
Its board of directors, commodity committees, as well as
online and face-to-face regional
meetings, branch responses and
members provided the feedback
on what they wanted to see.
Director of policy, Jonnie Hall
said it was a defining moment for
the future of Scottish agriculture.
“This is the time for action
and the opportunity exists to
implement a uniquely Scottish
agricultural policy that enables
a sustainable and profitable future for Scottish agriculture as
it delivers outcomes in every-

C&D Auction Marts Limited had forward 8,705
sheep comprising of 4,251 prime lambs and
4,454 cast ewes and rams at their weekly sale
at Longtown last Thursday.
Another good show of cast cows was
forward with quality in demand. The sale
topped at 164p for a Limousin cow shown by
WN Douglas, Catslackburn, Yarrow, which
also topped the price per head at £1,213,
other Limousins to 134p from
N Calvert & Son, Greensburn, Brampton with
Angus cows selling to 130p (x2) from Kirkhill
Farms, Moffat.
Another large entry of 4,251 prime lambs
were forward to the same ring of 13
competitive purchasers utilising 39 active accounts ensuring all classes were well bid for,
being slightly easier on the week albeit
dearer than other centres at the beginning of
the week.
Fed lambs and well-finished lambs demanded a premium and were definitely sold
to vendor advantage.
Top price per kilo of 362p for Texel lambs
from EJC Dean, Kirk House, Brampton,
who’s outstanding run of lambs averaged
£135.71 and 319ppk. An abundance of
lambs sailed over 300ppk and the best export lambs were seriously short of purchaser
requirements.
Top per head of £172 for Beltex lambs
shown by C Jackson, Langdyke Cottage, Ecclefechan. A further 14 pens of sheep sailed
over £160 with countless pens £150-plus.
A great run of 145 heavy lambs consigned
by Messrs Conaghan, West Scales topping
at £140 twice achieving an average per head
of £134.01.
Mules again selling well, topping at £150
and £144 for hefty lambs consigned by
Messrs Storey, Tinnis Hall. Messrs Gass,

NFU Scotland's director of policy Jonnie Hall has called for future Scottish
government to deliver a future agricultural policy

one’s interests,” he said.
“The future delivery of support
under agricultural policy in
Scotland must enable every
farm and croft, regardless of
size, type or location, to play
its part in delivering on the trio
of food production, climate
ambitions and biodiversity
enhancement.”
He said it was clear that the
political, economic and social
context in which Scottish agriculture now finds itself had
changed.
“Agricultural policy must

change significantly and the responsibility of enabling farmers
and crofters to deliver sits firmly
with Scottish government and
a new, properly funded policy
package,” he said.
“The most recent programme
for government commits to ‘conditional’ support and states that
by 2025, half of all funding for
farming and crofting will be
moved from unconditional to
conditional support, with targeted
outcomes for low carbon approaches and biodiversity gain.
“That is a fundamental shift

Around the marts

Nunscleugh sold a fantastic pen of 69 English Mules soaring to £130.50 and 261ppk.
An overall sale average of 273.4p (SQQ
275.4p) was achieved.
PRINCIPAL PRICES (PER KILO):
Texel 362p, 359p Kirk House, 336p, 327p
West Grange, 316p Errington, 312p Rigfoot
& Howard House, 311p Dipton, 310p Kirk
House & Rigfoot.
Beltex 328p Rigfoot, 316p Gallowberry,
310p Thornthwaite Close, 309p Crawthat,
308p Walton Highrigg, 307p Kilnford Croft &
Longrow Cottage, 306p Dashwell Green,
305p Craigdhu, 300p Gallowberry, Aspatria
Hall & Drumburn.
Cheviot 304p Kilnford Croft, 300p Catslackburn, 299p Kilnford Croft & Langholm, 283p
West Millhills, 280p Balure.
Suffolk 295p Catslackburn, 293p Whitstonehill, 284p, 283p Rigfoot, 282p West Scales
& High Cattadale, 281p Chirdon & Tinnishall.
Dutch Texel 290p Chirdon, 280p Riggshield.
Charollais 287p Westernhopeburn, 279p
Moss Side & Hallburn, 277p Tinnishall & Ashley Park, 276p Tinnishall.
Easycare 277p Stewartfield, 272p, 270p
Eland Hall.
Mule 276p Killeonan, 273p Langholm, 270p
Drumgrange, 267p Low Stokoe, 266p Tinnishall, 261p Riggshield & Nunscleugh, 260p
Low Eals.
Half-bred 276p High Moat.
North Country Cheviot 273p, 267p Earlside.
Cheviot Mule 271p Solwaybank, 269p
Faebit, 268p Thornship.
Blackface 265p Killeonan, 263p Tayvallich
& Killeonan, 260p Drumgrange 258p Chapelhope, 257p Drumgrange.
PRINCIPAL PRICE (PER HEAD):
Beltex £172 Langdyke Cottage, £168

Craigdhu, £167, £165 Aspatria Hall, £158
Craigdhu, £155 Whitstonehill.
Texel £170 Kilnford Croft & Luce Mains,
£165 Gallowberry, £164 Middle Farm, Whitstonehill & Low Leam, £160 Solwaybank,
£159 Middle.
North Country Cheviot £169 Earlside.
Suffolk £165 Cowburnrigg & Gerston £164
Whitstonehill, £159 Tone Hall, £158 Whitstonehill, £150 Aspatria Hall.
Charollais £158 Ashley Park.
Half-bred £157 High Moat.
Mule £150, £144 Tinnishall, £135 Tone Hall,
£130.50 Nunscleugh, £129.50, Low Leam.
Cheviot Mule £150 Thornship.
Dutch Texel £143 Riggshield.
Oxford £140 Guards.
Cheviot £139 Kirkton, £137 Kilnford Croft,
£133 Kirkton, £130 Townhead Cottage.
A similar show of 4,454 ewes were forward,
best bred Beltex and Texels sold to insane
rates whilst big-meated ewes maintained last
week’s high rates of return. Leaner sorts
seemed a tad more difficult to place.
Best bred Texel ewes sold to a top of £242
from C Ryrie, East Kirk, Caithness. With a
further nine pens of ewes breaching £200
and countless pens selling over £190.
Light ewes sold to £108 for Cheviots from A
Reid & Co., Glendearg, Eskdalemuir. Blackface ewes topped at £98 Philiphaugh Estate,
Dryhope, Selkirk.
Rams topped at £230 for a pair of oversized
Bluefaced Leicesters from RA McClymont &
Son, Kirksteads, Yarrow.
HEAVY EWES:
Texel £242 East Kirk, £226 Bascodyke Foot,
£225 Low Leam, £218 Lower Moor, £212
Sharplaw, Bascodyke Foot & Low Leam,
£200 Leithanhall & East Kirk, £198 Hallburn
Croft, £196 Bascodyke Foot, £195 East Kirk

in approach that industry must
be ready for.”
The recently announced
National Test Programme will
begin in spring 2022, with up
to £51m. of investment over
the following three years, to
financially support farmers and
crofters to establish a clear baseline and options for action.
“That ‘kick-start’ is what
Scottish agriculture needs in
the 2022 to 2024 period if the
right tools and support are to
be in place from 2025, when
the climate and biodiversity
performance of businesses is
likely to determine the level of
agricultural support received,”
continued Jonnie.
“NFU Scotland is certain that
only active farming can deliver
on these objectives and still
meet our ambition to grow our
food and drink sector.
“In doing so, we will continue
to deliver for the Scottish economy and the nation.”

• NFU Scotland’s submission
to the Scottish government’s
consultation can be found at
https://bit.ly/3oyRLMw.

& Aspatria Hall.
Beltex £190 Hillside, £158 Gillesbie.
Suffolk £186 Heatherglen, £145 Tone Hall,
£144 Viewley, £138 Heatherglen, £137 Viewley, £132 Tone Hall.
North Country Cheviot £145 Tone Hall.
Cheviot Mule £122, £121 Baillie Farm, £118
Greenburn.
Bluefaced Leicester £118 Beacon Rigg,
£114 Culdoach.
Mule £117 Viewley, £116 Low Leam, £115
Thornton Tower, £114 Westend & Moss Side,
£113 Ridsdale, £112 Paradise, £110 Linton,
High Cattadale & Coatyards.
LIGHT EWES:
Cheviot £108, £105, £98 Glendearg, £93
Thornship, £88 Langdyke Cottage & Glendearg, £86 Swaites.
Romney £100 Felkington, £95 Higher Lilleybrook, £89 Felkington.
Blackface £98 Dryhope, £96 East Fortissat,
£95 Baraskomel, £91 Pitland Hills, £90 Lanehead.
Swaledale £89 Aspatria Hall, £80 Low
Leam, £78 Craigdhu.
Easycare £77 East Fortissat.
RAMS:
Bluefaced Leicester £230 Kirksteads.
Texel £170 Middle Foot, £160 Viewley, £156
Thornton Tower, £150 Langdyke Cottage.
Beltex £140 Ridsdale.
Cheviot £130 Skelfhill, £124 Drumreach.
Charollais £124 Viewley.
AVERAGES:
Lambs Light to 300.0p (243.9p), standard to
328.0p (275.9p), medium to 362.0p (278.1p),
heavy to 316.0p (271.5p), and overweight to
305.0p (266.5p).
Ewes Light to £108.00 (£61.15), and heavy
to £242.00 (£101.48).
Rams £230.00 (£87.70).

Co-op shares out their
Local Community Fund
Langholm organisations benefit from store and its customers

THE Co-op have made a huge
donation to a number of local
causes this week.
They have handed over the
cheques from money raised
through their membership
scheme, known as the Co-op
Local Community Fund, to this
year’s three beneficiaries –
Langholm Golf Club, Langholm
Day Centre and the Regeneration
Group.
Between them they will receive
more than £9,000.
A £3,551.74 share went to the
Langholm Day Centre which
they said will go towards items
for their new outdoor space.
“We’re extremely grateful to
the Co-op staff and all the members who chose us,” said the
Langholm Day Centre manager,
Sandra Graham.
“It means a lot that we can
put this money towards something that will benefit our
members.”
The Langholm Golf Club
received £2,673.15
It will go towards providing
coaching and equipment for the
junior section.
The club’s vice president and
green ranger, Andrew Paisley
said: “This money is invaluable
in helping provide golf for the
youngsters of today as they are
the Future of Langholm Golf
Club.”
The Regeneration Group were
also one of the beneficiaries
last year.
This year they received
£2,927.68.
“We’re delighted to receive
the funding from the Co-Op,”
said the group’s Katherine
Latimer. “We plan on putting
the money towards the Alice in

Wonderland trail, which will
hopefully start to gain traction
next year.”
The Co-op Community Fund
has given over £100m. to local
community causes across the
country with many local
groups around Langholm
benefitting.
It works by shoppers using
their blue Co-op membership
card when they shop instore
after they have selected which
cause to support,

Christmas
lights shop

LANGHOLM Christmas Lights
annual fundraising shop will
open on Monday in the Old
Post Office on Langholm
Market Place.
There is set to be a selection
of nick-nacks and ideas for
Christmas gifts on sale.
Opening times for the shop are
Monday-Saturday 10am-4pm.

Westerkirk
library

Profits

2p for every £1 spent is
donated to the selected
cause when certain Co-op
products are purchased, as well
as the full amount of the profits
from the sale of their carrier
bags.
Store manager, Gary Collins
said he was pleased to be able
to see the funding go towards
worthy causes in the town.
“Initially the fund was around
nine months but for the past
couple of years it lasts a year,”
he said.
“It’s great to see so many
people select one of the causes
and help them out just by
doing their normal shop,” he
said.
“The aim is to see a different
place benefit each year and now
we’re on to this year’s and have
some new beneficiaries.”
This year’s three community
organisations are Langholm
Baby & Toddler Group,
Langholm New Town Bowling,
and the Langholm Alliance.
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The Langholm Day Centre were presented with their cheque by Gary Collins of the Langholm Co-op

WESTERKIRK library trust
held their annual general
meeting earlier this month in
the Benty Hall.
It was their first AGM for two
years.
The same office bearers will
continue in post for a further year
and the trustees will plan a book
cleaning session for the spring.
Plans to create an annexe continue following the archaeological excavation of the mound
next to the library building and
another survey of the grounds.
The library’s chairwoman,
Mairi Telford Jammeh, thanked
everyone who has contributed
to the library in any way over
the last two years before closing
the meeting.

Writers
Wanted!

• For more information and
to select this year’s cause, visit
https://causes.coop.co.uk/

To make the E & L a truly
community and local paper
we're looking for people
willing to write on a wide
range of subjects such as
nostalgia ▪ sport ▪ farming
forestry ▪ cookery
or whatever else is your
area of expertise!
Please get in touch if you are
interested in contributing by
emailing us on:
danielle@eladvertiser.co.uk
or by phoning the Editor on
013873 80012

Langholm Golf Club receive their cheque from the Co-op

Katherine Latimer of the Langholm Regeneration Group is
presented with a cheque

Walk the Walk
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By Gavin Graham

I had hoped to do my regular
monthly feature on our
recent trip to Barrow-inFurness and Walney Island
but the weather that day was
so bad that I hardly took any
photographs and those I did
take were not very good.
I will however tell readers
about a trip to Orkney in 2017
when I bagged my 49th and
50th Island on my quest
to walk on every inhabited
Scottish island.
Orkney is just the most wonderful place to visit, and it is
the third time I have visited,
and every time has been in
May, which has long days,
usually good weather, and no
midges.
On this trip to celebrate mine
and my friend John Irving’s
70th Birthdays, we made our
base in Stromness for a week
and travelled to two outlying
islands North Ronaldsay and
Rousay to make our total to
date up to 50 islands.
North Ronaldsay is the northernmost island in the Orkney
archipelago, and we flew from
Kirkwall in a little 8-seater with
Loganair. The flight lasted
about 16 minutes each way

and cost about £40 round trip.
The flights were beautiful on
a superb day with very little
wind, but we were lucky and
often it can be a bumpy flight.
North Ronaldsay is an island
of about 2.7 sq. miles, and it
has a population of about 70
people. It is a very low-lying
island and very exposed. A
dry-stone dyke has been built
to surround the island, the purpose of it is to keep the local
seaweed eating sheep off the
arable land. The main industries on the island are crofting
and sheep farming with the
famous North Ronaldsay
sheep mostly farmed collectively. There is a bird observatory on the island, established
in 1987 and it monitors the
bird populations and migration.

North Ronaldsay and Rousay
www.eladvertiser.co.uk
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Columnist, Gavin Graham revisits a walk in the Orkney Islands

Tallest

While we were there an
American blackbird had been
spotted and there were four
special air charters of twitchers
flying in just to see this rare
bird. We had about four hours
on the island so managed a
six mile walk and a picnic on
the beach near the lighthouse
at the north end of the island.
The lighthouse at the north
end of the island was built in
1852 and is Britain’s tallest
land-based lighthouse.

North Ronaldsay sheep - they only eat grass for a few weeks when they have their lambs so these ones will soon be back on seaweed

Skara Brae

An old disused church on Rousay

North Ronaldsay's drystone wall that surrounds the island to keep the sheep away from the fields

Midhowe Chambered Cairn which has had extensive work done to preserve it

Gavin’s friend John Irving outside the North Ronaldsay golf clubhouse

Our next island on this holiday was Rousay which is
sometimes nicknamed ‘Egypt
of the North’ due to its archaeological diversity and importance. There is a road circling
the island, about 14 miles long
and most arable land lies in
the few hundred yards
between it and the coastline.
It is one of the hilliest islands
in the Orkney archipelago. It
is famous for its Neolithic and
Bronze Age settlements. The
most famous are the complex
of Midhowe Broch and
Midhowe Chambered Cairn.
The population of the island
is now about 200, but in the
mid-19th century it was over
900. Our trip to Rousay took
in the coastal road and then a
two-hour heritage walk on the
coast where most of these
archaeological sites are and
this was a fascinating experience, and we could have
stayed longer but we had a
ferry to catch. The return journey to the Orkney mainland
took in the small island of Wyre
so I managed to get off the
ferry for a few moments and
collect my 51st island.
In this era of staycations, I
can recommend a holiday in
Orkney and especially in the
month of May when the days
are long and often the weather
is good and in fact on my three
trips to Orkney in May I have

never had bad weather.
Orkney was a destination for
many cruise ships which have
been cancelled due to the pandemic but in 2022 they will no
doubt resume and in May you
should avoid most of these as
they come during the summer
months. Places to visit are the
Ring of Brodgar, Skara Brae,
the Italian Chapel, St. Magnus
Cathedral, Scapa Flow, the
Standing Stones of Stenness,
and many more. On our trip
we took two days to drive to
John O’ Groats and then took
the Pentland Ferry to Orkney
which only takes just over an
hour. Our return journey again
took two days with a stopover
with friends in Perth.

Lighthouse on the north end of the island next to a
communications mast

A mild start to November
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Our gardening expert, Helen Knowles, welcomes the frosty weather

After a relatively mild start to
November, it’s great to finally
have some frosty weather and it
is a reminder that if you haven’t
got that greenhouse insulation
up yet, now is definitely the time
to do it.
A few weeks ago, I brought the
pots of tender plants such as dahlia
and chocolate cosmos (cosmos
atrosanguineus) into the heated
greenhouse where they will be kept
frost-free until the spring. I also
brought in the pots of agapanthus
and put them into an unheated
greenhouse as they’re fairly hardy
and can cope with the cold but not
the wet. If left out over the winter
here they tend to rot off.
I recently visited a garden on the
east coast and was impressed to
see big clumps of agapanthus growing in the beds, they had clearly

been growing there for several
years and were thriving but it was
a very well-drained garden so while
it can get very cold there too the
plants are not sitting in wet soil
and that makes such a difference.
I’m growing Brussels sprouts for
the first time this year and they’re
doing ok, although at the moment
the sprouts are the size of marbles
so I think there is room for improvement. The plants are getting
quite large and top heavy so I’ve
supported them with canes to stop
them from toppling over. Earthing
up around the stems helps to give
them some extra support too.
The rockery is due a top-up with
some fresh gravel and this time of
year is perfect. With less growth
on the plants, it’s much easier to
spot and remove any weeds and
then replenish the gravel top dress-

ing around the plants, which not
only acts as a weed supressing
mulch but also keeps damp soil
away from the crowns of the plants,
which can cause them to rot. I use
pea shingle on the main rockery
but I’ve found that crushed oyster
shell, which is available from pet
food suppliers, works really well for
alpines in pots and troughs. It looks
really good and is just as effective
as grit or gravel.
The mild weather had meant that
some of the summer flowering
plants were still producing flowers
but that will all change now and it’ll
be the winter stalwarts that will
come into their own now. Many of
the berrying shrubs have already
been stripped bare by the birds so
their colour has gone but I was
reminded just how good the seed
heads of iris foetidissima were when

Letters to the editor
Frosted Astrantia

Canonbie
Poppy
thanks

I’d like to express my thanks on
behalf of Poppy Scotland to all
the residents of Canonbie,
Chapelknowe, Glenzier and
Rowanburn for contributing to
the 2021 appeal, raising
£988.67 in these localities.
This money contributes to the
charity’s
ongoing
work
supporting military veterans
suffering from the physical and
mental
effects
of
their
experiences whilst serving their
country. Their work rebuilds lives
and helps families in need. The
achievement of this sum is only
possible through the hard work
and commitment of the volunteer
door-to-door collectors freely
giving their time and effort, plus
the support of retail premises and
other venues that host collections.
The community’s support and
generosity is outstanding.

Thanks also to the 1st Canonbie
Brownies, Guides and Rangers
for leading the parade at the war
memorial
community
remembrance service, and for
laying their wreath along with
those of The Royal British
Legion Liddesdale Branch,
Dumfries & Galloway council,
Canonbie community council
and memorials from members of
the public. I’m grateful to
Catherine Lithgow and Kate
Smith for their contributions, and
to Kenneth Hill and piper Iain
Bell for their music, the help of
the traffic marshals, and all who
attended this remembrance event.

Chris Jagger
Poppy Scotland area organiser
(Canonbie & District)

The rockery in April

I visited that east coast garden.
The seed heads had split open to
reveal the bright orange seeds that
will last well into the winter. It’s an

Frosty leaves

A well-frosted bog garden

Trees and
Turbines

Our landscape is changing as
most of you will have noticed.
Windfarms to the west of us,
trees to the south and more wind
turbines proposed to the north.
There are fewer sheep around
than there used to be and fewer
people work in agriculture. The
area’s culture in the past was
focused on sheep; both the
Langholm town emblem and the
‘lamb fair’ mentioned in the
crying of the fair on Common
Riding Day pay testimony to that.
I doubt if our grandchildren will
be able to see the kind of
landscape we grew up with,
which for me, is sad.
The most pleasing thing to me
is that the Langholm Initiative is
creating a nature reserve but it
might end up being an oasis in
the middle of a very changed
landscape.
It feels like we are powerless to
have any effect on the proposed
changes. Landowners don’t need

evergreen UK native iris that has
attractive and subtle summer flowers
and is definitely one I’ll be adding
to my wish list.

Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or
email your comments to danielle@eladvertiser.co.uk

planning permission in order to
take land out of farming and use
it to plant trees on instead. They
secure government grants and tax
relief for changing to forestry.
Support for sheep farming is
likely to diminish in years to
come.
In 2014 Dumfries & Galloway
had 31% tree cover which is a lot
compared to other parts of
Scotland. In 2020 most tree
planting in the south of Scotland
was of coniferous trees.
The industrial scale windfarm
which is proposed for the Ewes
valley is staggering in its
enormity and the impact it will
have on the beautiful landscape
of rolling hills will be huge. The
engineering work to install the
bases on the hillsides will
irreversibly change them.
45 turbines of 200 metres in
height are proposed and they
would all have red lights on their
blades so the valley would be lit
up like Blackpool every night.
Driving up that valley we would
no doubt be able to hear the
swoosh, swoosh of the blades and
perhaps even from further away.

It is hard to think about the
impact the noise and change of
views will have on residents of
the area.
People
talk
about
the
‘community
benefits’
of
windfarms but much of the
money from windfarms can only
be used for new projects and not
to keep vital community groups
and projects running.
The proposal for the Ewes
windfarm is now going to an
inquiry. The company who
proposes it, Community Windpower,
continues to pursue their
application despite both Scottish
Borders council and the Ministry
of Defence opposing the
application. Sadly, Dumfries &
Galloway council didn’t manage
to come to an agreement on their
view of Faw Side.
It is possible that if they get
permission for this windfarm, the
company will then sell it on to the
highest bidder, making a ‘fast
buck’ in the process. They
themselves might not be the ones
to progress the project and build
it. They don’t own any of the
land.

The only hope is that the Faw
Side Community Group will
have a hearing and be able to
voice their concerns at the
inquiry and that those concerns
will be taken on board by the
ministers when making the final
decision about this application.
The argument for more forestry
and windfarms is that they will
prevent climate change. Whilst
this can be the case, tree planting
and windfarm developments also
have negative impacts on our
land and ecosystems. The right
trees need to be planted in the
right places - not monoculture
plantations on peat for example and windfarms need to be
sensitive to their environments
and in scale with the landscape.
The south of Scotland seems to
be a target for investors keen to
make money, with government
support, from what they see only
as business opportunities, and
with very little, or no interest in
our landscape or communities.

Mairi Telford Jammeh
Langholm
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Faster virus test will see
results given in two hours
£5m. of Scottish funding will enable the roll-out of multiplex tests

HOSPITALS have rolled out
three-in-one winter virus tests
in a £5m. investment to help
ease patient congestion.
Scotland’s hospitals are rolling
out new single tests to identify
whether patients are infected
with Covid-19, flu or a respiratory syncytial virus.
The new three-in-one ‘multiplex tests’ will be used when
patients arrive showing respiratory symptoms at some emergency departments and assessment units.
They have been introduced
with £5m. of Scottish government investment and are said
to provide an advantage over
‘multi-target testing’ which
requires two or more tests to
be carried out - one for
Covid-19 and a second for other
viruses such as flu A, flu B and
RSV.
Health Secretary Humza
Yousaf said their introduction
was an important step to help
protect NHS staff and patients
as services remobilise and the
world learns to live with the
virus.
“The results will help hospital
staff assess the treatment and
placement of patients which

should help accelerate patient
flow through the system,”
he said.
“It will also play a key role in
avoiding healthcare associated
infections and co-infection.
“It would be a mistake to think
that the successful delivery of
the vaccination programme
means testing becomes less
important, which means testing
will continue to play a vital
role in our drive to bring down
new cases of Covid-19 and
break off future chains of
transmission.”

It is hoped that the roll-out of multiplex tests will ease patient congestion

All asymptomatic patients, staff
and citizens will still be tested
for SARS CoV-2 only and this
will constitute the majority of
testing in Scotland.
An additional £10m. was sent
to health boards across Scotland
to bring in a range of measures

to get A&E patients to the right
care as quickly as possible earlier
this month.
This was on top of the £300m.
package of funding announced
as part of the winter plan to
support the NHS to help tackle
what is anticipated to be the

toughest winter the NHS and
social care system has ever faced.
A further £482m. will be allocated to NHS Boards and
Integrated Authorities by the
Scottish government to deal with
the costs of responding to the
pandemic.

Lights flicker as Bulb in trouble

UK’s seventh largest energy supplier in ‘special administration’
BULB, the UK’s seventh
largest energy provider,
has announced that it
will be entering ‘special
administration’.
It is just one of a number of
energy companies that have
faced difficulties following a
sharp rise in wholesale gas prices
this year.
The company said it will continue to operate with no interruption of service or supply.
“We’ve made the difficult
decision to support Bulb being
placed into special administration,” a spokesman for the
company said.
“This process is designed to
protect Bulb members, ensuring
there’s no change to your supply

and your credit balance is
protected.”
The company has 1.7 million
customers.
It is the first energy company
to be placed into special
administration, where it is run
by the government through the
regulator Ofgem.

Protect

Special administration is
designed to protect customers
of large energy suppliers that
become insolvent.
The special administrator is
required by the government
under the 2011 Energy Act to
continue to supply energy to
customers, and will protect customer credit balances.

CLERF fund

DUMFRIES & Galloway
council has announced the
launch of the first round of the
Community Led Economic
Regeneration Fund.
The fund aims to provide grant
funding to community led
organisations so they can plan
and develop economic and
place-based regeneration projects that are locally led and
have a strong fit with local
needs and ambitions.
It is now open to community
groups and organisations with
eligible projects to apply for
one of three streams of grant
funding - feasibility grants,
design development grants
and construction readiness
grants.
Only one grant per organisation will be considered during
each round of funding, with
an expression of interest
form.

• The EOI form can be found
at https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/
article/23665/Community-LedEconomic-Regeneration-Fundand should be submitted to
CLERF@dumgal.gov.uk
no later than the closing date
of noon on 13 December.

Two Hours

The fastest multiplex tests will
see results provided within two
hours and will be prioritised for
emergency admissions to assist
with patient placement and treatment.
Other laboratory-based tests
may take between 90 minutes
and eight hours for the results
to come through.
Decisions on the use of rapid
diagnostic testing will be taken
by NHS Boards and may vary
depending on factors such as
the size of the hospital and the
proximity of the Emergency
Department to the laboratory.

IN BRIEF

It is only used if Ofgem is
unable to find another company
to take over an energy firm's
customers because of its customer base size and it being
unable to be transferred to
another firm.
Its aim is to stop financial failure
spreading across the industry,
and can see the government
make grants and loans to the
company while its future is
sorted out, such as a takeover
by another company or selling
parts of its business.
While it has not been needed
until now, it has been part of
the law for 10 years.
An appointment of a special
administrator is due to take place
shortly.

National advice service Advice
Direct Scotland, which runs
energyadvice.scot, has advised
consumers not to take any action
at this stage.
Their head of policy, Conor
Forbes said: “A major supplier
like Bulb announcing that it
will be entering special administration will inevitably cause
fresh concern about the future
of the UK’s energy suppliers.
“But the key advice to all customers is to do nothing at this
stage.
“When any energy firm collapses, there is no loss of energy
supply and customers do not
lose any money owed to them.”
With several firms going bust
in recent weeks, including Neon

Reef and Social Energy Supply
last week – having a combined
total of 35,000 customers –
Advice Direct Scotland has set
up a dedicated webpage with
advice.

• To access the dedicated
webpage,
visit
w w w. e n e r g y a d v i c e . s c o t /
energysupplier.
• Anyone in Scotland with
concerns can contact
energyadvice.scot
for
free,
impartial
and
practical advice by visiting
www.energyadvice.scot, or
calling 0808 1968660 between
9am and 5pm, Monday to
Friday.

Rally cars
visit the area

THE 2021 RAC Rally with 150
of the best rally cars in UK &
Europe from the 1960s to the
1990s and their support
crews will be passing through
the towns and villages in
the area.
From Thursday afternoon to
Saturday evening, they will visit
Kershope,
Kielder
&
Eskdalemuir forests on their
way to and from the stages
before making their way to
Wales for the final two days
in what is considered by many
to be the toughest, longest rally
in Europe.
Canonbie residents will be
able to spot the rally cars passing
through the village on Thursday
from 3.20-6pm and again at
7-9.30pm.
On Friday, they will make
their way through Newcastleton,
at 7.15-9.45pm, before driving
into Canonbie for locals to catch
a glimpse at 7.30-10pm.
Then on Saturday they will
come through Langholm around
8.30-11pm.
• For up-to-date info, results
and live feeds follow the action
at: http://racrmc.org.
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Memories &
Milestones

Times Past

100 years: Pictures

We continue our serialisation of Tommy Beattie’s memoirs

Going to work

...continued

Having to deliver messages
and help mix cattle feed was
interesting and a good variety,
when all the feed was mixed
with a large shovel we had to
bag it. This done it was stacked
ready for the customer to arrive
with his cart and take it home.
I worked at Eastons for the
best part of a year and because
we were only ten yards from
one of the most unusual shops
in Britain, if not the world, they
were good customers of ours.
As time wore on I knew these
people well. Charles Carruthers
and Son. Old Charlie came to
Eastons every day for a “finger”
of gorgonzola cheese. This he
ate like a biscuit. If Eastons was
quiet I used to go into
Carruthers and Sons for a few
moments it was so interesting.
I liked the Carruthers family.
Charles, Mrs Carruthers and
son Teddy, a man to become a
legend in his lifetime because of
what he did or did not do.
Charlie was a nice old man
and we got on well. Suddenly
Charlie died. What a shock! I
don’t know how old he was but
a good age I would say.
After Charlie’s funeral Teddy
came into Easton’s shop and
asked Jimmy Elliot and Adam
Tuthope if he and his mother
could have a private word with
me. I must have been sixteen at
that point. Anyway they said
“Of course, take him in when
you like.” As things were quiet
that moment was decided.
I was worried sick. What had
I done and why should Teddy
and his mother want to speak to
me in private. I was taken
across the street and into the
house which was connected to
the shop by a door in the front
passage. There was a front shop
and a rear room which was the
hairdressing department, or
supposed to be. It was for other

activities I will explain as the
story unfolds.
I was addressed by Mrs
Carruthers very kindly and she
said all would be explained as
we go along. Charlie knew he
was not well but kept it a family
secret. He had said to Teddy and
his mother someone will have
to help Teddy. That person
would be given an apprenticeship in the Barber’s shop. It was
Charlie’s wish that I be that
apprentice. This had been discussed days before he died.

Eastons

When we were considering the
pros and cons, Teddy and his
mother pointed out my wage
would be 1/- less than I was
receiving at Easton’s because
they were giving me an apprenticeship. In those days you had
to “serve your time” was the
expression. This wage would be
looked at each year but I started
at 1/- less than Eastons paid me
which was, I think 6/- per week
and one bar of nutty chocolate.
So I started at Teddy’s for 5/- per
week 9am to 8pm except
Saturday which was 9am ‘til
9pm. Thursday would be half
day 9am to 1pm. Should trade
by quiet on a Saturday I got off
for the pictures. The cinema was
just round the corner. The interview was not long and I was told
to talk it over with my mum and
dad, so it was thus. I returned to
Eastons to report the reason for
my visit to the Carruthers house.
Jimmy and Adam asked me
what I thought of all this and I
said I was pleased to be picked
out for the job. I would
obviously discuss the situation
with my mum and dad before I
decided to leave.
Teddy said he would come
home with me to clarify any
points which seemed in question. I said I would rather manage on my own. To tell the truth
I was so excited and proud to
think they had chosen me, and

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

it was an old man’s wish at that.
I was so overcome with emotion of joy and sadness I shed
tears in the storeroom. To discover that an old gentleman
thought so much of me and I
never got the chance of saying
“Thank you Charlie”.
Jimmy Elliot and Adam
Tudhope said, “If you wish to
stay with us we’ll teach you the
grocery trade which will be an
apprenticeship, but if you don’t
we won’t stand in your way.”
As advised I talked over the
offers with my parents and they
thought the barbers would be
best because Jackie Little was
closing his barbers down the
High Street, through bad health.
There would only be Jimmy
Barr in opposition to Teddy’s.
That decided it, I was going to
be a barber.
As a matter of statistics
Langholm had just two barbers
whilst in the grocery business
there were about seventeen plus
four sweetie shops and three
Butchers (two Co-ops make
seventeen).
To list the grocers they were:
Co-op, High Street and Charles
Street New (Thomas Telford
Road now); McQuillans, Mary
Street; Young and Graham who
had a van; Grahams and Joe
Martin, Henry Street; Tom Bell,
Caroline Street; William Scoon,
Eskdaill Street; Sharp, High
Street, Easton, High Street;
Edgars, High Street, Malcolms,
Market Place, Balfours, Market
Place; Hughes Nursery shop,
High Street; Tom Irving, High
Street; Tom Smith, High Street;
and Jim Reid, High Street.
Look at Langholm now!
The capital of Eskdale is now
twice its size but look at the
changes in business, there is no
growth in population. In fact I
believe the population many
years ago was around 4000 as
opposed to 2650 today and a lot
of those are sent for housing
reasons.
(...to be continued)

The High Street, circa 1904. Left: Murray House, Willam Milroy, Byers and sons, James Church, grocer,: Andrew
Ritchie, chemist (1878); A Dalgliesh, draper (1906): Right: John Bell, merchant, - Townhall clock illuminated in 1886

A first rate detective story is being filmed on Wednesday. Suspicion attaches quite justifiably to
several people for the murder of Lord Loudwater who made enemies by his overbearing and
violent conduct. The part of the detective to whom the case is committed is finely impersonated
by Mr Cameron Carr, and during his investigation it is an interesting and puzzling questioning
to divine who is the perpetrator of the tragedy. The culprit is eventually discovered by means of
circumstantial evidence, as direct as direct evidence in murder cases is in the nature of things
scarcely ever available. Two of the principal parts are admirably acted by Gregory Scott, private
secretary to Lord Loudwater, and Pauline Peters. The topical pictures and “Round the Town” are
very good. A capital programme is announced for the end of the week, including the penultimate
episode of Ruth’s Adventures.

75 years: Langholm man’s death in Canada

We have received a cutting from a Winnipeg newspaper referring to the recent death of a native
of Langholm in that City. The paragraph is in the following terms: - “William Telford Johnstone,
73 years of age, died on Saturday morning at his home 1185 Wolsley Avenue. Born in Langholm,
Scotland in 1873 he came to Winnipeg in 1911, and remained here until his death. He was
employed 27 years by Goodyear Tyre and Rubber Company, until his retirement in 1942. He
was a member of Broadway Baptist Church for many years. He is survived by his widow, Isabella,
one son, William John of Winnipeg, and one grandchild. Funeral services were held on Tuesday
afternoon, October 2nd at Thomson’s Funeral Chapel, the Rev S.A Westcott, officiating. The
Pall-bearers were: William Ferries, John Kell, James Letham, John McNaughton, Ronald K
Stephen Hay and Archibald Titcomb.

50 years: Town clerk talks on local government reform

The Town Clerk, Mr Edward C Armstrong spoke on Local Government Reform at the annual
general meeting of the Dumfries Junior Chamber of Commerce at Dumfries last Wednesday. The
President, Mr Jim Moore was in the chair. Mr Armstrong reviewed the situation following the
report by the Royal Commission on Local Government Reform, and included a reference to the
White Paper on the Reform of Local Finance. A lively debate followed the talk, and Mr
Armstrong voiced the fears of many at present in local government that bureaucracy must inevitably follow the reform planned, and said there seems to be little doubt that the new Councils
both regional and district would become largely political. A lively debate followed the talk and
the members evinced a great interest in local government.

25 years: Ewes rural follows in steps of the Duke

Ewes WRI had a record turnout for their visit to Reid & Taylor’s Mill last Thursday evening.
Just two days after the visit to the Mill by the Duke of Kent, the Rural members were welcomed
in the Gallery by the Sales Director Alan Cumming and Finance Director, Philip Nicol. Mr
Cumming gave a preliminary talk about the origins and history of the mill and the wide variety
of cloth manufactured there. Following the introduction was a tour of the main departments with
graphic descriptions of each process and plenty noise from the weaving sheds. Members were
very interested to see all the modern machinery in motion and the methods used in production
from the design and warp to the finished cloth. A visit to the mill shop rounded off a very informative and friendly tour. President Mrs Aileen Cavers warmly thanked all concerned for giving
their time and expertise in explaining all the aspects of mill work and management. The evening
ended with a visit to the Reivers’ Rest where, before a very enjoyable meal, Mrs Cavers gave a
short outline of all activities to look forward to in the coming months.

A group of Dutch farmers are greeted by Eddie Armstrong and James Harkness whem they visited the
Langholm Mills in 1985

The E&L Gallery
www.eladvertiser.co.uk
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A hazy River Esk flows through an autumnal Eskdalemuir. Photo by Marina Vundum

A Christmas Country Cracker
ENTERTAINMENT

ALL country roads are Langholm
bound for the Christmas Country
with the stars show when it rolls
into the Buccleuch Centre next
month.
On Monday 20 December it will be
a night of toe tapping magic as a
whole host of Irish stars grace the
stage.
The stellar line-up will feature four
of Ireland’s best-known stars, including
Gary Gamble as Daniel O Double,
the young Owen Mac, yodelling Kenny
Archer and the popular Boxcar Brian
who each will perform their trademark
songs in the company of the Keltic
Storm band.
Show promoter James McGarrity
said: “It’s great to be back performing
to live audiences again after a
19 month lay-off, there is always a
super atmosphere in Langholm
and a great interest for country
shows.”

• Tickets for the show are on sale
from the Buccleuch centre box
office on 013873 81196 or online
at www.buccleuchcentre.com

Young sensation Owen Mac

The popular Gary Gamble

Holding everything together is the lively Keltic Storm Band
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PLUMBING & HEATING

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

CHIMNEY SWEEP

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie
DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773
m. 07801 658561

COMMISSIONING
▪
SERVICING
▪
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
TO LET

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE

TO LET - LANGHOLM

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN
Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE  NEWCASTLETON

A VILLAGE GARAGE OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available
We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.
Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

ROOFING SERVICES

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH
013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

E&L JOB SPOT

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

SCRAP METAL

CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries
Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal
Big or small
we remove it all
Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

ADVERTISING in the E&L ADVERTISER

013873 80012

PUBLIC NOTICES

sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

(MURTHOLM FARM, LANGHOLM) (20 MILES PER
HOUR SPEED LIMIT) ORDER 2022
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Council propose to make this Order
under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984. The general effect of the
Order will be to make it unlawful to drive a motor vehicle at speed
exceeding 20 miles per hour along the lengths of road detailed in the
schedule to the Order. Full details of the draft Order may be inspected
between 25/11/21 and 16/12/21 online at www.tellmescotland.gov.
uk or by arrangement (Tel – 030 33 33 3000. Objectors must state their
reasons in writing to the Roads Manager, Roads Service, Communities,
Dumfries and Galloway Council, Cargen Tower, Garroch Business Centre,
Dumfries, DG2 8PN, to be received by 16 December 2021.

www.dumgal.gov.uk

McCulloch
Roofing

28 Bank Street
Galashiels TD1 1EN
for a free quote or advice
Phone:01896 888664

web: mccullochroofing.co.uk

ALL ROOFING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Slang ▪ Tiling ▪ Flat Roofs
UPVC Windows and Doors
UPVC Facias and Guering
Family Business Since 1979

PUBLIC NOTICES

Chimneys and
Stove Flues swept.

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

LANGHOLM
TOWN HALL
(inside)

WEDNESDAYS 10am - 3.30pm
FRIDAYS 9am - 2pm
Access through rear door
ROYAL BANK MOBILE VAN
Day Centre car park
Thursdays
11:45am - 12:25pm

CELEBRANT SERVICES

Loving Choice Ceremonies

Independent Celebrant Services

Bespoke and creave events that
capture special memories
Funeral, Memorial and
celebraon of life ceremonies
Baby naming ceremonies
Weddings and vow renewals

Call Jenny 07807 520499
for a free, no obligaon consultaon

advertise in the
E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised
how little it costs!

BLINDS

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120
(70 x 50)

Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds

FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal
for tilt & turn windows

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens
For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to

077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

COMPLAINTS

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER

COMPLAINTS

To make a complaint about anything in The Eskdale and
Liddesdale Advertiser, please visit the office on Langholm High
Street and speak to the community editor Danielle Kenneally.
Alternatively, please contact the company secretary
by email: secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk.
Or by writing to:
The company secretary, Muckle Toon Media,
Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

www.eladvertiser.co.uk
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Christmas
Greetings

Send Christmas Greetings to family and friends with a
message in The E&L Advertiser on
Thursday 16th December 2021 from only £10.00

JOCaroline
HNStreet,
BRLangholm
OWN
Wishing a
Merry Christmas and
a Happy New year to
all my family, friends
and neighbours xxx

Style 1 Large Greetings Box: £15

JANE
COCHRANE

JOCaroline
HNStreet,
BRLangholm
OWN

JANE
COCHRANE

Would like to wish
all friends and
family the very
best for Christmas
and the coming
year

Wishing a
Merry Christmas and
a Happy New year to
all my family, friends
and neighbours xxx

Would like to wish
all friends and
family the very
best for Christmas
and the coming
year

Ardill Road
Langholm

Style 1 Small: £10

Style 2 Large Greetings Box: £15

Ardill Road
Langholm

Style 2 Small: £10

Call our hotline or call into the office on Langholm High Street or fill in
the coupon below and send it to E&L Advertiser, 54 High Street,
Langholm DG13 0JH, together with your payment.
You can pay by cheque, cash or most major credit/debit cards.

To place your advertisement by phone, contact us on


013873 80012 or sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

Name.................................................................................................Address....................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................Postcode............................Daytime Tel. No............................................................................
Please debit my Switch/Visa/Mastercard

Expiry Date

Card Holder’s Name...........................................................................................................................................

Total Amount £.................................Signature....................................................................................................

Issue No.

Style 1

Style 2

Security No

Large Box £15.00

Smal Box £10.00

All adverts must be pre-paid. Lines are open Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm. Deadline: 5pm Thursday 9th December

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
SUNDAY 5 december
wednesday 29 december

Sports News
Thursday 25 November 2021

Sponsored by KELSO RACES 01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Proud day for Two seconds Tweeddale
called off
Langholm’s Ally for Jardine
Rugby

A SPECIAL moment for a
special
woman
saw
Langholm’s Ally Ratcliffe
formerly inducted into the
Scottish Rugby Union Hall
of Fame.
It took place at Murrayfield
at Scotland’s Autumn Nations
match against South Africa.
Ally made the cut as a result
of her pioneering and groundbreaking contributions to rugby
and wider society.
She has won six caps for
Scotland Women, which all
started after playing mini-rugby
in Langholm and later became
the first female head coach of
a men’s first XV in Scotland
in 2013 and then director of
rugby.
As a teacher at Hawick High
School, she continues to provide rugby guidance to young
women.
She said it felt unreal to have
been at Murrayfield to be

Horseracing

Ally with her husband Jason and daughter Ellie

inducted and receive her award.
“It was a brilliant day I was
welcomed as a guest of the
SRU,” she said.

Proud

“I’m hugely proud of being
recognised as a pioneer of the
game.
“To be inducted alongside Tom
Smith was just incredible and
the chance to receive my award
off John Jeffrey and then speak
on stage to the people present

was a huge opportunity to thank
everyone who supported me
throughout my rugby journey.”
She added the day and the
memories it has created for herself and her family would be
‘cherished forever’.
“I hope I have paved the way
for more female coaches in the
game,” she said.
“I hope by being recognised
it supports others to take the
same path to coach to achieve
and to enjoy.”

TWO second-place finishes were
achieved by Iain Jardine’s
trained horses this week.
They were the best results out
of his, James Ewart’s, and Martin
Tedham’s runners.
Ridden by Langholm’s Jamie
Gormley, Dajarus had chased the
eventual winner to the line at
Wolverhampton on Saturday but
was just beaten by the favourite,
Jungle Run, by half a length.
On Monday there was a run
out for 10-year-old Blow By
Blow, ridden by Conor O’Farrell
at Ayr.
He was no match for the winner,
Foster’sisland, unfortunately, during the two-mile three-and-a-halffurlong race, but with 11 hurdles
and dropping to the rear and seventh place, the gelding rallied
with three to go to take the
runner-up spot.

Other races during the week at
Wolverhampton, Newcastle,
Hexham and Ascot were less successful for the trio – the pair of
trainers, Iain and Langholm-based
James, and the Langholm owner
Martin.
James saw two bottom half finishes in a four-horse and 13-horse
race respectively.

Third

While Martin’s only two races
of the week at Southwell and Ascot
saw a third out of a 10-horse race
and a fourth place finish out of
seven.
However, it was a big race for
Sky Pirate at Ascot – ridden by
Jonjo O’Neill their fourth place
over two-miles one-furlong of 13
fences saw a return of more than
£5,000.
Next week’s races will take place
at Bangor-on-Dee, Newcastle,
Carlisle, Ayr and Doncaster.

Milntown firsts make a Curling restarts
return to league action for Eskdale club

IN BRIEF

LANGHOLM Legion FC had
been due to face Division C
side Tweeddale Rovers
Colts in the second round
of the South Cup on
Saturday.
They were looking to win
their fourth match on the
spin, however, the match
was called off as the
opposition was unable to
field a side.
The club took a call only
the night before to find out
Tweeddale Rovers
LRFC 2ndColts
XV
only had nine men available
due to an outbreak of
sickness and diarrhoea.
As a result, Langholm
Legion has been awarded
the tie and they are now
waiting to find out their
opponents in the last
sixteen.
Their next match is an
away tie against Chirnside
United this weekend.

??

E&L

SPORT
Curling

THE beginning of the curling
season has seen the Eskdale
Curling Club play a round
robin league for the Mixed
Rinks Cup.
All games were keenly
contested, with the winners
with two wins and one draw,
skip Norman Imrie and his team
of Derek Plumstead, Ewan
McIlwraith and Liz Ewart.

The club are always on the
lookout for new members, or
past curlers and they are keen
to hear from anybody who may
like to join them.

• To get involved on the
numerous curling days and
times, contact Christine Ross
on 01461 338341 or
e-mail enquiries@surronehouse.co.uk.
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Those attending the match at
Milntown on Saturday will see
a big change to the bank behind
the club rooms which has been
felled as part of the removal of
trees from the whole of
‘Watties Bank’.
It has made a big difference
to the aspect of the clubrooms
and it is many many years since
the bank behind Milntown has
been clear of trees to this
extent.
• Kick off for Livingston RFC
at Milntown will be at 2pm
on Saturday.

771472

WITH no matches for the
past month due to the
Scotland Autumn tests, it will
be back to league action for
the Langholm RFC first XV
on Saturday when they take
on Livingston RFC at
Milntown.
Their last league match,
played on 23 October ended in
a narrow defeat against topof-the-table Leith RFC, so the
team will be keen to get back

to winning ways against
Livingston who are currently
lying second bottom of the
table with only one win in eight
matches.
Langholm currently lie fifth
in the league on 23 points,
seven points behind league
leaders Leith but with a game
in hand, and a good win on
Saturday would greatly help
their cause towards promotion.
Before the match there will
be a senior members lunch as
part of the 150th anniversary
celebrations.

Price £1.00
9

By Kenneth Pool

Derek Plumstead, Norman Imrie, Liz Ewart and Ewan McIlwraith help
launch the new curling season at Lockerbie Ice Rink
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Rugby

Trees cleared from ‘Wattie’s Bank’ gives the Milntown clubrooms a new look

