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Focus on recovery
not new referendum

LOCAL parliamentarians
David and Oliver Mundell
have urged first minister
Nicola Sturgeon to drop
plans to push for another 
independence referendum.

Full story: Page 11

Ally receives 
rugby honour

SCOTTISH Rugby Union has
recognised one of our own in
its Hall of Fame

Full story: Page 16

Full story: Page 

Local sorting office
threatened with closure

RUMOURS are swirling around
the closure of the Royal Mail 
sorting office in Langholm.
A number of sources have said the

jobs of around seven people who
work at the sorting office that is 
located partly in the Old Post Office
and behind it could potentially be
relocated to another location, such
as Lockerbie.
Communication Workers Union rep-

resent members in the postal company
Royal Mail Group who are responsible
for the sorting office.
They confirmed that they were

aware that the Langholm sorting
office was part of an estates and
property review by Royal Mail.

impact
“We do have concerns that if it

were to happen that Royal Mail would
close the sorting office there would
be an impact on the local service in
the area and the impact on receiving
their parcels,” said Craig Anderson,
the CWU regional secretary for 
Scotland.
He said they had been made aware

of the situation by an industry repre-
sentative who knew that there was a
potential closure and relocation.
However, while they were not aware

that plans had been finalised, they
wanted to sit down with them and
discuss their concerns.
“We are now trying to get in touch

with the company and discuss with
them what their plans are,” he added.
“We’ll look to meet with them and

the current employees it could affect.”

While locals do not collect their
parcels from the sorting office in
Langholm as they are taken to nearby
Canonbie if they are not in, the times
that they are delivered to their doors
could be affected.
The quickest route at the moment

to Lockerbie takes around 30 minutes
– 18 miles – or one hour if it is a
round trip – 36 miles in total – on
roads that require constant upkeep
and maintenance due to the timber
lorries that use them.
Sources fear the detrimental effect

on staff and the community if there
was a closure and relocation.
It would result in longer commutes

for staff if it was relocated and would
be detrimental to both their wellbeing
and the community which has seen
jobs affected in the area by company
closures.
This includes the Edinburgh Woollen

Mill headquarters in Langholm in
2018 after its operation was transferred
to Carlisle.
EWM’s closure in the town its roots

were in affected 190 workers based
in and around Langholm.

review
A Royal Mail spokesperson would

not confirm or deny the closure, but
said: "We regularly review our 
operations to accommodate the mod-
ern postbag with more parcels and
fewer letters.
“At the current time we have no

plans to relocate this delivery 
office."

Bit of a buzz in town
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Online Subscriptions to
the E&L Advertiser 

now available from only
£1 per week

A new way to read the
‘Langholm Paper’.

Published weekly and
available to read anytime

and anywhere 
using multiple devices from

mobile phone to tablet 
and laptop.
log on to

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Parcel deliveries will be affected if Royal Mail closes the sorting office in Langholm



THE Langholm suspension
bridge had a grand reopening
last Friday, thanks to the staff,
children, and members of the
town’s Playcare and Day 
Centre.
Many of the two organisations
members had missed the bridge
and felt its reopening following
approximately £425,000 of repair
work was needed to mark the 
occasion.
Langholm Day Centre manager
Sandra Graham said its members
were pleased to see the bridge 
reopen to foot passengers.
“While most of our members come
in the bus to the Day Centre, those
that walk have missed the bridge,”
she said.
“It’s much easier and handier for
them to get into the town and the
high street.
“They said they tend to meet more
folk for a blether going the 
suspension bridge way.”

The bridge had been shut since
10 May and it meant that walkers
had to walk to the Townhead
bridge which carries Telford Road
over the River Esk, a little further
away.

Additional work
Work had been due to finish on
27 August but additional work
was needed after a main structural
cable was also found to be cor-
roded.
Engineers, Diack and Macauley
Construction Services finished the
work last week.
A D&G spokesperson said:
“Langholm suspension footbridge
provides an important link between
the community lying to the west
of the River Esk and the town
centre - it’s a Category B listed
footbridge that is nearly 150 years
old.
“A few years ago, the council 
engineering design service iden-
tified that the bridge needed es-

sential maintenance work, includ-
ing replacing all of the timber
beams, steel rods, and the walk-
way, and that steel sections all
needed to be painted. 
“The community centre and pre-
school nursery indicated that, once
the works were completed, they

would like to hold a small 
reopening ceremony and cut a
ribbon to reopen the bridge.”
New lighting on the bridge at
both ends is yet to be installed
and these are expected to be 
operational by the end of October
or beginning of November.
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Old and young declare bridge open

A stitch in time
400 years marked with wonderful tapestry

Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

share the news of any..........
• engagements
• marriages
• anniversaries
• births
• thank yous
• congratulations
Contact us on 013873 80012

sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

Deaths

A HAND-CRAFTED banner 
celebrating the 400th anniver-
sary of the signing of the char-
ter that made Langholm a
burgh is on display in the
town.
Proudly displayed in the 
Welcome to Langholm window,
400 years of iconic events and
buildings have been hand-
stitched and woven together by
members of the public.
Textiles Eskdale was the driving
force behind the project, but it
was Margaret Caldock who 
designed and researched the
banner and when it was com-
pleted, the assembler who
brought it all together.
She made sure she knew the
iconic buildings and events of
the last 400 years and designed
the panels to showcase those
on the finished banner.
“It was good to get involved
and create something for the
community to enjoy,” said 
Margaret.
“I learnt a lot myself, such as
finding out the mills here started
weaving with cotton and linen to
begin with and not wool, even
though I’ve lived here for over
40 years.
“My daughter got involved, my
friend did, the In Stitches group,
a few children, it was good to
work together.”
The age range of those involved
went from nine to 81 and it took
around four months in total to
create.
The Langholm initiative Textile
Eskdale project manager Judith
Johnson said: “We’re here show-
ing it to the In Stiches group, so

named because they’re always
laughing, and they meet on the
last Friday of every month,” she
said.
“They’ve all been involved in
the Textiles Eskdale venture by
sharing their skills with young
people, going into schools, and

making pantomime costumes
and most recently this Langholm
400 banner.
“It’s been a great achievement
and we’re proud to have crafted
it together as members of the
community to celebrate where
we live.”

Judith Johnson with the Langholm 400 Tapestry on display in Welcome to Langholm

J. & A. Hodgson
Independent Family Funeral Directors

134 High Street, Annan
A Caring Family Firm
Caring for your family

Private Rest Room
For 24 hour caring personal service

Tel. 01461 205920
Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors Member
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available on request

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser is part funded by the
above organisations along with charitable trusts and 

individuals from the community of Langholm.

ROBSON

Suddenly on 14th September, Dorothy (Nee
Telford). Beloved wife of the late Jock, much
loved mother of Peter and Anne and mother-in-
law of Trevor.
Dear granny of her five grandsons
Cherished sister and sister-in-law
And a dear friend to many

For funeral details contact 
Hedley & Turnbull Funeral Directors

07896 557941

Members of Langholm Day Centre and Langholm Playcare
declare the refurbished suspension bridge open

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church Services
Sunday 26th September

Langholm 10am
Sunday club meet at 

Masonic 10am 

Session meeting Mon 27th
7pm 

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Social Distancing 
will be observed.  

Please wear masks. 
Preacher: the Minister.

Tel: 013873 80859.
Mobile. 07543 179469

Charity no. SCO11946

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale Church
welcomes you to

Worship on Sunday
mornings at 10am

and 
Canonbie Church

at 11:30am 
Worshippers will be
required to adhere to
Covid restrictions. 
If you are seeking
pastoral support or
wish to arrange a
wedding or baptism
please contact Rev
Morag Crossan on

07861736071 or email
mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk

Church Notices

The embroiderers start to piece the tapestry together



THE Langholm Town Band did the burgh
proud at the National Brass Band 
Championships this weekend.

After a 12 month delay due to the pandemic,
they finally made their way to Cheltenham to
perform Kaleidoscope by Philip Sparke. 

Live online comments were favourable with
the Brass Band World saying: “The Scots of
@LangholmBand have travelled a long way
and have made the trip well worthwhile with
a performance brimming with energy that cap-
tures the character of the piece very well.”

Despite the positive initial feedback, however,
the day’s three adjudicators placed the band

14 out of 16.
Band secretary, Christine Calvert said: “We’re

a little disappointed with the result but look at
what we have achieved.

“LTB qualifying and even making it to the
finals is a massive achievement for our wee
toon - there are around 130 UK wide third
section bands who didn’t make it.”

It was their second appearance at the National
Finals in the last 11 years, with a further ap-
pearance back in 1964 being the first.

The band will now look forward to their
next competition - the Borders Entertainment
Contest on the 6 November.
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ESMP Hall
reopens
THE ESMP hall committee
hope to welcome visitors back
to their first event since the
Covid pandemic this weekend.

Taking place on Sunday be-
tween 11am and 4pm, there
will be a table top sale in the
ESMP hall in Eskdalemuir.

It will consist of used goods
from a community member
who could not take all his be-
longings with him upon leaving
the valley.

Half of the proceeds will go
towards the hub and hall.

ESMP hall chairwoman, Mary
Reid said there was much more
to look forward to besides.

"We hope to have a 'Back to
Normal Day' where we will in-
vite the community and friends
of Eskdalemuir for free food
and music probably in October."
she said.

"There have been some new
people moved into the valley,
so it will be nice to join with
new and old to have a social
day."

The bowling also starts again
on 1 October from 7pm until
8.30pm and the walking group
is due to start up again for Sun-
day mornings.

Over 50’s boosters and
jabs for 12-15 year olds
D & G team are readying the plans to roll out the programmes
BOOSTER vaccinations against
Covid-19 will soon be given to
over 50s in Scotland.

In addition, vaccinations 
are being readied for 
12-15-year-olds.

The vaccination team in 
Dumfries & Galloway are ready-
ing plans to roll out the pro-
grammes, with care homes and
schools the settings prioritised.

Immunisation coordinator Dr
Nigel Calvert said: “We’ve had
a fantastic uptake of Covid vac-
cinations in D&G, with 95.7%
of those aged 18-plus having had
their first jab compared to 91.5%
nationally.

“And as second dose vaccina-
tions continue to follow the first
on the basis of an eight-week
gap, 90.6% have so far had both
compared to 85%.

“We’d strongly recommend that
everyone eligible does take up
this opportunity, as it helps to
continue that highest level of pro-
tection against the virus, and pro-
tect services."

The jabs are being readied to
go in preparation for the winter
months.

Pfizer is the vaccine of choice
for the over 50s and will be run
in parallel with the flu vaccination
programme.

While vaccinations for 
12-15-year-olds are now available
via drop-in clinics, opportunities
will take place in schools over a
two-week period beginning 30
September.

Dr Calvert added: “We’ve been
routinely asked about the likeli-
hood of vaccines being offered
to lower age groups.

“Now, acting on the advice of
the UK’s four Chief Medical 
Officers, where one represents
each nation, the Scottish govern-
ment has decided to extend this
offer to 12 to 15-year-olds – 
noting the likely benefits to health
and in reducing educational 
disruption."

Uptake of vaccinations has been
strong among 16 and 17-year-
olds in D&G and the immunisa-

tion team expects there to be a
similar high degree of uptake in
the 12 -15-year-old age group.

Long-Covid
“Younger people generally do

not suffer the effects of Covid to
the worst possible degree, but
we do know that anyone can be
affected and also the issues posed
by long-Covid," said Dr Calvert.

"We also know that vaccinating

helps cut down the spread of the
virus, benefitting the wider com-
munity and its services."

Parents or guardians are invited
to use the drop-in centres if they
would like to accompany children
to their vaccination and discuss
vaccination issues.

Moves are taking place around
requirements from October 1 to
have evidence of being vaccinated
in order to gain entry to nightclubs

and major events in Scotland. 
The ‘passport’ scheme will pro-

vide those people, who are not
exempt, who have had two vac-
cines in Scotland the ability to
download or get a paper copy of
a certificate with a QR code. 

These can then be scanned at
venues to confirm vaccination
status.
•  For full information on vac-
cinations including upcoming
drop-in clinics, please visit
www.nhsdg.co.uk/vaccines
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Proud moment for band

Over 50s booster vaccinations will be rolled out soon
Photo: NHS D&G

IN BRIEF

C o f f e e M o r n i n g
(In Memory of Lucy Nicholson)

a t

G i l n o c k i e T o w e r
(Kind Permission of Gilnockie Tower)

o n
F r i d a y 2 4 t h S e p t e m b e r 2 0 2 1

f r o m 9 . 3 0 a m t o 1 2 n o o n

Tea, Coffee and Cakes
Book Stall

MACMILLAN
CANCER SUPPORT

Langholm Town Band were in Cheltenham last Saturday for the National Brass Band Championships



A NEW recruitment cam-
paign is looking for volun-
teers to join Girlguiding
Scotland.

Over 200 girls and young
women in Dumfries & 
Galloway are currently 
on the waiting list to join a
Rainbow, Brownie, Guide or
Ranger unit and to help fulfil
this Girlguiding Scotland is
looking for volunteers across
the area.

From adventure weekends
away to earning new badges,
Girlguiding Scotland wants
to provide even more girls
and young women a safe
space to have fun, connect
with their friends and build
skills for their future.

The campaign high-
lights how volunteering with
Girlguiding Scotland supports
people’s self-development
and improves their confi-
dence and wellbeing.

Chief Guide for Girlguiding
Scotland, Moira McKenna
said: “We currently have a

strong team of around 10,000
volunteers, but with growing
demand we want to ensure
that all girls and young 
women have the opportunity
to join Girlguiding.

“We are looking for more
volunteers to get involved to
make a meaningful impact
in the lives of girls and young
women, building on the 
incredible work during the 
pandemic."

Anyone can get involved in
guiding, whether they’ve pre-
viously been a member, and
with a variety of volunteer
roles to choose from people
can give the time that suits
them.

New volunteers can choose
from opportunities to work
directly with young members
and lead on the delivery of
activities, go on international
trips and adventure week-
ends away. and access 
bespoke training.

According to Volunteer
Scotland there are many ben-

efits to volunteering and being
a member, including gaining
confidence, meeting new
people, being part of a com-
munity, taking on a challenge
and having fun.

All of this is said to be
gained from being a volunteer
with Girlguiding Scotland. 

Bringing the benefits of guid-
ing to more girls and adults
across Scotland is central to
Girlguiding Scotland’s strat-
egy which aims to ensure
every girl and young woman
who wants to join guiding in
Scotland, whatever their
background, will have the
opportunity to do so.

Girlguiding Scotland volun-
teer, Tricia Forrester added:
“It has been especially hard
during the pandemic, we
have had to come up with
new and innovative ways to
help support girls and young
women’s wellbeing during
these uncertain times.

“Being a volunteer for Girl-
guiding Scotland has really

helped me embed myself into
the community as well as
being so rewarding, knowing
that I am providing girls and
young women with a safe
space to have fun, connect
with their friends and build
skills for their future.”
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Volunteers sought for
Girlguiding Scotland

Child Trust
Fund cash
THOUSANDS of teenagers are
said to be missing out on Child
Trust Fund cash.
HM Revenue and Customs have

urged young people to check if
they have a hidden pot of gold - in
the shape of a Child Trust Fund.
It is now one year since the first

account holders started turning 18
and around 55,000 CTFs mature
every month and can withdraw or
transfer funds into an adult ISA.
Hundreds of thousands of accounts

have been claimed so far, but many
have not. 
Set up for all children born be-

tween 1 September 2002 and 2
January 2011 with a live Child
Benefit claim, there are around
seven million opened in total –
some by parents or guardians and
some by HMRC on the child’s be-
half. 
Any young person unsure about

whether or not they have a CTF
should first ask a parent or guardian
about it or use HMRC’s online
tool, or those who are unsure can
ask HMRC to check upon request.
HMRC will send details of the

provider by post within three weeks
of receiving their request.

• For more information and to
use HMRC’s online tool, visit
https://www.gov.uk/child-trust-
funds/find-a-child-trust-fund.

Help girls and young women connect, develop and thrive

Skydiving seniors
A LANGHOLM man with over 10,000 jumps
has helped break the UK record for the most
number of jumpers in a formation over 70-
years-old.
Army retiree, John Horne used to jump from

planes as part of his job and after settling with
his wife Melanie in Langholm over 20 years
ago, he continued his passion for skydiving.
He now has over 10,000 jumps to his name

and added a further daredevil feat to his accom-
plishments when he travelled to Skydive 
Hibaldstow in Lincolnshire last weekend to
attend a skydiving event.
Over the course of the weekend John was part

of a 10-man team which broke the UK record
for number of jumpers aged 70 and over in one
formation.
The team left the aircraft at 15,000ft and joined

together in freefall before deploying their
parachutes at 3000 feet.
John, who did his first descent at 19 years old,

said it was an unusual achievement but one he
was proud of.
“It was an amazing experience to meet up

with old friends from all over the country," he
said. "One member of the team was 80, I hope
I’m still jumping when I’m 80.”

IN BRIEF

Skydive John Horne with the yellow grips
All photos: Freefall photographer Martin Skrbel authorised 

Volunteering for Girlguiding Scotland is a rewarding passtime

The
E & L Gallery

born in 1848 ...... and still going strong!

Send us your photographs!
Every week we publish a reader’s photo on
our Gallery page. This can be taken on a
phone or a camera. Submit your photos to
the Editor who will select the best for
publication. Let us know what camera or
phone you took it on.
Email them to sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
or drop a printed copy into our office at 
54 High Street, Langholm.

Photo by: Caitlin Weatherstone

•  Anyone interested in 
becoming a volunteer or
joining guiding should visit
www.girlguidingscotland.
org.uk/get-involved/.
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Wattie’s tatties Bingo’s back
BINGO is still taking place at
Langholm Social Club on Friday
and Sunday evenings.
The two nights begin at 7.30pm,

with the Tote Double open for
those to play on both nights only
by members who attend the 
bingo.
The ABC Draw on Sunday

nights is open to anyone, including
non-members.

Fund group
Residents of the Teviot and 
Liddesdale area Partnership have
been invited to become members
of a community-led panel to select
Teviot & Liddesdale Community
Fund awardees.
It comes as a result of a working

group of local residents who rec-
ommended a panel be made up
of local community.
Recipients of the fund, which

provides support and assist-
ance, are those who develop 
community-based projects for
voluntary and community groups
active in their communities.
The aim of the change to the

panel is to ensure that it represents
the diverse locality of the area.
Applicants should live in Teviot

and Liddesdale and should have
an interest in community activity,
with relevant training provided.
The closing date for applica-

tions is 6 October.

•  For more information, visit
www.scotborders.gov.uk/teviot
andliddesdalefund.

Local man, expecting a small yield stunned by his amazing crop
A BUMPER crop of potatoes
from just nine small seed pota-
toes has seen one local man
describe it as his ‘best ever
year for a potato crop’. 
Wattie Rutherford of 

Winterhope Cottage near 
Waterbeck planted the seed pota-
toes, over from last year’s crop,
in the hope of just a small yield
but after several months the 
result was 35lbs of huge potatoes. 
As a man who simply loves to

grow vegetables and fruit and
get stuck into the garden, the
83-year-old was overjoyed by
the result.

Great harvest
“It’s been a great harvest this

year, some of them weigh around
1lb and 1lb3oz and they’re
huge,” he said.
“I must say though they’re not

my heaviest single potatoes I’ve
had - I’ve had 1lb-and-a-half
potatoes - they’re definitely still
quite exciting to produce, espe-
cially in the overall quantity.”
Wattie’s garden is his pride

and joy where he spends every
spare minute and it is also where
he looks after his 20 hens.
“I use the hen manure to fer-

tilise the soil of my vegetables
and it seems to have worked
well,” he added.

Jams and pickles
“This year I’ve seen around

40 leaks, over 100 onions, as
well as some plums and more,
so I’ve made all sorts of jams,
and pickled a lot, such as my
beetroots, I didn’t get any apples
though so hopefully I will next
year.”
The bumper crop of potatoes

will be made into some tasty
dishes for the winter months,
such as leak and potato soup
and mashed and roast potatoes
to go with Sunday dinners.
“They don’t taste as good as

when I was a boy but then I
think nothing does anymore,”
added Wattie.
“But they’ll be good to create

lots of dishes that need 
tatties.”

IN BRIEF

CANONBIE Scottish Women's Institute 
returned for an informal meeting and AGM
last week.
Their president, Gill Bailey welcomed members

back for a chat and a catch-up last Thursday.
Three members who are no longer here were

also remembered - Stella Geddes, Irene 
Hetherington, and Davina Hope.
The committee agreed to stay the same and a

lively discussion about the speakers for the next
few months was taken up.
Potential trips and Christmas afternoon tea were

also discussed.
Recently, members and friends have been 

working hard, alongside other SWI members, to 
produce poppies - Canonbie contributed 145.
These will form a display for the Eastriggs

Nature Reserve to commemorate the centenary
of the Earl Haig poppy appeal and will be on
display on 13 and 14 November.
After a cup of tea, there was a light hearted

quiz set and while there was no competition this
time, points for 2019/2020 were counted.
The winner was Dorothy Watson, and equal

second were Liz Walters and Gill Bailey.
Next month on 21 October at 7pm in the village

hall, Canonbie SWI will have a demonstration on
Flowers by Kathryn - new members welcome.

Wattie Rutherford of Winterhope Cottage is astounded with his  amazing crop of potatoes

Canonbie SWI’s 145 poppies

The impressive array of poppies supplied by Canonbie SWI members
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Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES
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C&D Auction Marts Ltd held their
annual main sale for Breeding sheep
at Longtown last Tuesday, where there
was a catalogue entry of 8,447.
Buyers were represented from over

the UK, from Caithness, Aberdeen,
Devon, Cornwall, and Cheshire to
Wales and Northern Ireland, with trade
very good throughout.
Judging was done by Richard Fox,

Windy Hill, Hethersgill who after much
deliberation awarded the champion
pen to M/s RW & M Carruthers &
Sons, Hill Brae whose lambs were in
tremendous form.
The champion pen of lambs went

under the hammer which sold to a full
ringside of buyers, after frantic bidding
the hammer fell at £240 to regular
purchaser Mr Mike Kay, Thornhill,
Cheshire. Also breaking the £200
barrier was a fantastic pen of great
skinned sheep consigned by M/s A
Carruthers & Sons, Peela Hill, Bew-
castle going on to realise £205 with
their run of 209 outstanding lambs
going on to average £152.62.

At the conclusion of the sale the av-
erages were well up on the year level-
ling at £125.22 (£23.93 up on 2020).
Cheviot Mule ewe lambs were also

incorporated in the day’s sale and were
again in fine form, topping at £172
for a very smart pen of 20 consigned
by M/s WA Ferrie, Newcastleton.
1,000 continental and other breeds

of ewe lambs met huge demand with
a trade surpassing all local centres.
Lamb with style and good skins sold
well past vendors expectations and to
a top of £168 twice, firstly for an ex-
ceptional pen of Cheviot Mule x Texel
lambs from Messrs Guiry & Sion,
Town Farm and again for a single
pure Texel from A & HC Smith,
Crumhaughhill.
A much larger show of 1,476 shear-

lings met a large ringside of purchasers,
with the best quality gimmers in serious
demand and sold to a top of £270
twice for a trio and a pair of Beltex x
Charolais gimmers from Hannah Sloan,
Rigghead, with the best quality gimmers
regularly selling at £175-£210.

A larger show of 1,004 ewes met
keen demand with big, fit ewes fit to
go to the tup straight away meeting
the strongest demand, topping at £255
for a pair of pure Charollais ewes from
J Forrester, Rigg Garth, with aged
Cheviot Mule and Mule ewes regularly
selling at £130- £162.
A small show of breeding rams sold

to an animated trade for all classes,
with a huge clearance rate, many more
could have been sold to the vendor's
advantage. Topping at £650 for a Beltex
shearling from E Wight, Townfoot,
Symington.

Last Wednesday's auction mart saw
7,729 store lambs forward.
All buyers were keen to buy and

with another good entry and trade was
fast and furious from start to finish.
Top £102 for Texels from East Fore-

shield, £100.50 Aimshaugh, £100
Craigshield; Suffolks to £102, £93,
£92, £90 Heathfield, Orkney; Beltex
to £94 Priory Nook; Charollais to
£91.50 Banks Head; Bleu Du Maine

to £80 Craigshield; Greyfaces to £88,
£80 Laverhay, £83, £82.50, £81
Southdean, £81 Westerhall & South
Arran; Cheviot Mules to £87.50 Penlaw,
£86 Satchells; Hampshires to £84 The
Dyke; Kendal Rough to £65 Church
View.
Feeding ewes to £80 South Arran

Farms, who sold hill ewes at £79. Cast
rams to £77 South Arran Farms.
It was the premier prize show and

sale for Cheviots, which saw a fantastic
quality entry of 3,078. Many buyers
were present from far and near, trade
was buoyant throughout with most
vendors up £10 per head on the year.
Overall average was £76.16. Willie
Skilling was in charge of the judging.
The awards for North Country

Cheviot saw first place go to WW
Dunlop & Son, Commonside, Hawick
- £80, second place to R & M McIntosh,
Borthwickshiels, Hawick - £79, and
third to AR Moffat & Son, Lawes-
knowe, Moffat - £79.
Hill Cheviot's first place went to LG

Luescher, Glendinning, Westerkirk -

£80, second place to TN Cavers &
Co, Sorbie, Langholm - £75, and third
place to J Common & Son, Crossdykes,
Lockerbie - £75.
Other top prices were £86

Aimshaugh, £84 Effgill, £80 Glendin-
ning & Commonside, £79 Chanlockfoot
& Windyhaugh & Lawesknowe &
Borthwickshiels, £78 The Dodd &
Satchells.
It was also the special sale of Black-

face lambs, which saw a good quality
entry of 1,817. Again, buyers were
keen, with all classes meeting a very
strong demand.
Top £82 from The Lamperts, Green-

head, others to £80 Townshields &
South Arran Farms, £78 Prospect
House.

The mart had forward 7,004 sheep
comprising 2,667 spring lambs and
4,337 cast ewes & rams at their weekly
sale at Longtown last Thursday.
A smaller show of 2,667 new season

spring lambs were forward to the same
ring of competitive purchasers. Fed

lambs received a premium, while leaner
sorts and commercial export lambs
proved harder to place.
Top price per kilo of 293p achieved

for Beltex lambs shown by P Urwin,
Hillhouse, Kirklinton.
Top price per head of £160 for Suf-

folks from S & J Jones, St Helens
View, Cornhill on Tweed.
An overall sale average of 225.4p

(SQQ 223.3p).
A similar show of 4,337 ewes were

forward to an increased ring of pur-
chasers ensuring all classes maintained
last week's high rates of return.
Heavy ewes topped at £208 for Texel

ewes from Marygate.
Mule ewes topped at £123 from S &

JL Sanderson, Swallowdene, Mary-
port.
Hill ewes sold to £112 for Cheviot

ewes from Bridgewater & Wood,
Potholm, Langholm.
Rams to £218 for Texels from Beck-

foot.

Around the marts

Border controls
deal a further blow

NZ trade deal
causes concern
NFU SCOTLAND has called
on the UK government to 
address concerns surrounding
labour shortages and the 
potential New Zealand trade
deal at Westminster as 
they visit to celebrate
#BackBritishFarmingDay this
September.
NFU Scotland’s president

Martin Kennedy, director 
of policy Jonnie Hall, and 
political affairs manager 
Beatrice Morrice headed to par-
liament to mark the event and
hold face-to-face discussions
with leading politicians.
On the agenda were both the

UK government's 'damaging'
free trade deal that is on the
cards with New Zealand, and
the ongoing labour crisis that
has led to significant losses on
some Scottish farms and resulted
in a growing number of empty
shop shelves.
In short, Martin said the 

cumulative impact of another
UK trade deal - the proposed
deal with New Zealand, similar
to one agreed with Australia -
with a major exporting nation
had huge significance for Scot-
tish farmers and crofters.
“Neither deal has been 

afforded any kind of proper
parliamentary scrutiny as 
the government’s promised
Statutory Trade and Agriculture
Commission has yet to be 
established," he said.
"Safeguards against market

disruption are also promised
but the cumulative impact of
these deals will be profound
for UK farming and, if handled

badly, may make it impossible
for some of our family farming
businesses to continue to com-
pete with high levels of low-
cost imports produced standards
that would not be allowed here.”  
As well as discussing their

concerns on this matter, he
added, their visit provided them
with a platform to reinforce to
the government the huge impact
that Covid-19 and Brexit con-
tinue to have on the whole food
and drink sector.
"There is an urgent need for

politicians to do more if we
are to continue to sustainably
fill the nation’s plates and 
glasses," he said.
“The huge shortfall in labour

has left food and drink supply
chains creaking at the seams
and huge losses have already
been recorded on Scottish soft
fruit and vegetable farms 
because of labour availability
and disruption to food process-
ing and distribution has seen a
growing number of empty
shelves in shops and supermar-
kets as we start the Christmas
countdown." 
A lack of staffing within meat

processing has placed the pig
sector in jeopardy, with 85,000
pigs reported to be backed up
on UK farms, while dairy farms
are regularly reporting the chal-
lenge of getting staff.
NFU Scotland, both indepen-

dently and in conjunction with
the Scottish food and drink 
industry, has written several
times to the UK government
calling for measures to address
the issues.

SCOTTISH farming has been
dealt a blow as a result of
further delays to border 
controls.
The UK government has been

accused of 'kicking the can
down the road' on their work
to introduce pre-notification and
export health certificates prod-
ucts of animal origin, low-risk
animal by-products not for 
human consumption, and high-
risk food not of animal origin
entering the UK from the EU.
The requirements for pre-

notifications due in October
will now be introduced in 
January and export health cer-
tificates will now be introduced
in July rather than October.
More delays on  phytosanitary

certificates and physical checks
on sanitary and phytosanitary
goods at border control posts
are due to be introduced next
July and not January - the same
goes for safety and security
declarations on imports.
The additional delays to post-

Brexit import checks were 
announced just last week on
agri-food products coming from
the EU and it is a bitter blow to
Scottish farmers and the nation’s
food and drink sector.
While Scottish exporters have

been struggling with additional
costs and burdens since January,

EU competitors have been given
extended grace periods by the
UK government to maintain 
access to the UK market without
the same level of bureaucracy,
delays and costs.
Commenting on the announce-

ment, NFU Scotland chief 
executive, Scott Walker said
the additional delay meant that
UK sellers were adversely 
affected compared to their EU 

counterparts.
“Those in Scotland and the

rest of the UK who have been
looking to export to the EU in
the past nine months have had
to endure crippling post-Brexit
costs, additional delays and
extra bureaucracy, while those
in the EU selling goods here
have been largely unaffected,"
he said.
“Government promises that

asymmetric trade would be 
addressed and a level playing
field on costs and paperwork
introduced at the start of October
have once again been delayed.

#BackBritishFarming
"On a day when we are pro-

moting #BackBritishFarming-
Day with fellow UK farming
unions, the government’s deci-
sion to keep kicking the can
down the road on this issue is
hugely frustrating."
Scott added that it was unac-

ceptable.
“Changes to import controls

from the EU were due in 16
days and will now not come
into force until January 2022,
with other changes delayed until
July 2022.
"Meanwhile, those exporting

from the UK to the EU have
faced the full cost of controls
since January.
"That is wholly unacceptable

and undermines efforts to rebuild
European markets for Scottish
produce in the post-Brexit era.
“Ultimately, we need to see a

level playing field on trade 
between the UK and the EU
and we need both parliaments
to do considerably more to 
ensure that as much unnecessary
bureaucracy and cost is stripped
out as possible.”

NFU Scotland chief executive Scott Walker
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The Langholm Initiative’s Tour o’ the Moor
The Langholm Initiative is offering free guided walks for people to visit and see the community
owned land on the 9 and 10 October, although some walks will take place on land that still belongs to
Buccleuch.
Booking is essential for these walks and will be on a first come, first served basis. There are 14 places
available for each walk. To book a place, phone 013873 80914 and state which walk you prefer and for
how many walkers. Check in on the day will be at the Kilngreen Kiosk.

NOTE: All walkers should carry waterproofs and wear appropriate footwear. For the longer walk – Walk A
-  walkers should carry a drink and a snack and be prepared to be out on the open hills for up to five hours.
No dogs are allowed on the walks.

WALK WALKS DISTANCE START/FINISH

Walk A 

Saturday 9th
10am – 3pm

Moorland walk;
Sign in at Kilngreen

kiosk 9.30am

10 miles•
Strenuous•
Open hill, track and•
road. 
Max height 371m•

MacDiarmid Memorial 
Bus from Kilngreen to take walkers up 

and pick up at same spot. 
5 hours approximately.

Walk B

Saturday 9th
10.30am – 12.30pm

Castle Craigs Walk
Follow the Common

Riding day trail to the
monument and down.

Sign in at 
Kilngreen kiosk 10am

2 miles •
Moderate to easy•
rough track, •

MacDiarmid Memorial 
Bus from Kilngreen to take walkers up 

and pick up at same spot. 
2 hours approximately.

Walk C

Saturday 9th
2pm – 4pm

Fungi walk 
From Lower Tarras.

Sign in at 
Kilngreen kiosk 

at 1.30pm

2 miles •
Moderate•
Track, gentle climb•

Bridge at lower Tarras
Bus from Kilngreen to start 

and pick up at the same spot
2 hours approximately 

Walk D

Sunday 10th
10.30pm – 1pm

Tarras Valley Walk
From car park at 
Tarras Lodge to

Lodgegill and back
down the valley –

road walk.
Sign in Kilngreen

kiosk at 10am 

4.5 miles •
Moderate to easy•
Road and track –•
some uphill sections 

Tarras Lodge
Bus from Kilngreen to start 

and pick up at the same spot
3 hours approximately 

Walk E

Sunday 10th
12 midday – 2pm

Monument Walk
Sign in at

Kilngreen kiosk
11.30am 

1.5miles •
Moderate to easy•
Uphill on track•
Max height 355m•

MacDiarmid Memorial 
Bus from Kilngreen to take walkers up 

and pick up at same spot. 
11⁄2 - 2 hours approximately.



THE Langholm People Project exhibition launched last
week to a crowd eager to see the results at the Old Post
Office.

The exhibition forms a key
part of the 'Langholm400' pro-
gramme which commemorates
the 400th anniversary of the
signing of the Langholm Charter. 
Co-ordinated by local arts or-

ganisation OutPost Arts, the
Langholm People Project 
focuses on increasing the aware-
ness of 'normal Langholm peo-
ple' from history, contrasted
with people from present or 
recent times.
Drawing parallels between the

struggles faced by people fol-
lowing the Second World War
and the collective difficulty the
community has experienced in
the face of a global pandemic.
As part of the project OPA

commissioned three borderlands
artists with different specialisms
to create new collections of
original work inspired by key
groups of 'Langholm People'
Morag Eaton who was com-

missioned to create a body of
work that explored the experi-
ences of the Polish servicemen
resettled in the ex-military camp
at Castleholm following the end
of the Second World War.
Emily Tough who was com-

missioned to create models of
four local 'Covid Action Heroes'
who went over and above to
assist local people and organi-
sations during the pandemic.
As well as Dumfries & 

Galloway based Photographer
Kyna Hodges who created 
four portraits of Langholm’s
Covid ‘Caring Heroes’ who
looked out for Langholm’s more
vulnerable local people during
the pandemic. 
Coinciding with the commis-

sioned work was a portraiture
competition.
The winner was announced as

Sheila Sadler whose pencil study
of local hero Margaret Pool titled
'Community Spirit' earned her
the top prize - £100 cash.
Other winners included

Langholm Academy pupil Rose

MacLeod and Langholm Primary
pupil Chanel Nguyen.
The runners-up included

Langholm Academy pupils Finn
McVittie and Ruari Dalgleish,
and Langholm Primary pupil
Frederick Dobbie
Outpost Arts’ creative director

Lucy MacLeod, who project
managed the Langholm People
Project supported by Sophie
Jarzyna, a descendant of one of
the resettled Polish men, said:
“The entries were all wonderful
in unique ways, and our inde-
pendent judging panel would
like to congratulate all of the
artists for their submissions.”
Those entries shortlisted and

featuring in the public exhibition
were:

• David McVittie portrait of
Ronnie Johnstone - "Hev ee got
a light?"
• Mairi Telford Jammeh
portrait of son - 'Will Jam -
Mountain Biker'
• Sapphire Skillen self-portrait
- 'A Self-Portrait'
• Diane Hay portrait of dad -
'Faither'
• Janet Carson self-portrait
with daughter - 'Sophie & Me'
• Stanley Wilson - Common
Riding Faces (Big Deev)

The exhibition will also display
submissions for the Langholm
People Project portraiture com-
petition - both junior, primary
and academy school, and senior,
over 18 - and photographs from
the two artist workshops held
at Langholm Primary School.
All entries will feature in a

hardback book, which will be
gifted to local libraries and a
film is due to be created by
local artist Sian Yeshe.

• Celebrating all of the out-
comes from the project, the
exhibition will be in place 12-
4pm until 25 September.
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Borderlands Brewery and Elliott’s Shed shared a space in The E&L Offices

John Innes of Langholm purchases from the popular Beattie’s Bakes stall

It’s an expanding market!

Louise Tait enjoys browsing the stalls in the Old Post Office Carwinley Preserves and Browns Butchers went down a treat.

A BUSY September mar-
ket greeted visitors from
near and far on the 
anniversary weekend of
the Langholm becoming a
burgh.

With more yet to come stall
holders extolled the virtues
of a thriving market that 
everyone enjoyed.

Beattie’s Bakes’ Nicole
Beattie said the second Love
Langholm Local market had
gone down a storm.

“It’s great to see the market
getting bigger and bigger,”
she said.

“The high street was really
busy and it was great to see
all the local businesses also
benefitting from visitors - I
sold out myself again by
11.30am.

“It’s definitely a huge suc-
cess and a great asset for
the community.”

Stuart Campbell from 
Borderlands Brewery said it
had been a great day.

“It was so good to see
many familiar faces return
to the market once again,”
he said.

“It’s tremendous to see
such local support and cus-
tomers came from Lockerbie,
Gretna and further afield.”

The market’s organiser,
Emma Duncan said: “I’m so
glad that we’re busy again
for the September market
and I’m really grateful for
the community in coming to
support it and the stallhold-
ers.

“It seems to be growing
more and more each time
which is amazing and I’m
now really looking forward
to October’s market.”

The next market takes
place in just over a week’s
time on 2 October and it
will include a few new
stalls - Flowers by Kathryn,
Double Trouble Drinks and
Naked Sourdough.

People’s Project Portraits
OutpostArts’ impressive exhibition of Langholm folk past and present

The winning portrait of Margaret Pool by local artist Sheila Sadler

Local Covid Action Heroes Gary Collins of the Co-op 
and Browns Family Butchers by sculptor Emily Tough

Morag Eaton who was commissioned to create a body of work that 
explored the experiences of the Polish servicemenMichal Osciak’s Polish memorabilia

Self-portraits by Langholm Primary pupils

Langholm High Street had a buzz for the Love Langholm Local market
Photo: Brian Hinchcliffe

The preview of the exhibition was well attended
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OUR new council column continues with monthly updates from Annandale
East and Eskdale councillor, Archie Dryburgh.
He will be on hand to inform locals of what has been happening around

the ward and his involvement in them.
In the first instance, I’d like to say a
big thank you to the Eskdale &
Liddesdale Advertiser for the chance
to write this column and keep you up
to date with what’s happening within
my ward.
It has been a busy summer and the
lifting of Covid restrictions has meant
that life has returned to something
more like normality for people in
Langholm.
However, the increase in virus figures
we have seen across the whole of the
region in recent weeks remains a real
worry. 
We’ve been living with Covid for a
long time now but it’s important to
remain aware that the virus is still out
there.
I’d like to remind people that for
those with symptoms, testing is avail-
able by the mobile testing unit 
in Langholm this Sunday and 
tests can be booked online 
at https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-
coronavirus-test or by calling 0800
028 2816.
The one positive is the fact that the
vaccination programme has reduced
the number of people who fall seriously
ill due to the virus and I would urge
everyone to get vaccinated.

As many people will know, I am
Dumfries & Galloway’s armed forces 

champion. In this role I am busy with
events throughout the year and in
June, I paid tribute to the men and
women of our armed forces, as the
country celebrated Armed Forces Day.
As always, I was honoured to thank
veterans and serving forces personnel
for their service at the Armed Forces
Day event.
Armed Forces Day is a chance to
show support for the men and women
who make up the armed forces com-
munity, from serving troops to service
families, veterans and cadets. We are
coming into the remembrance season
and I look forward to holding the
normal Armistice Day parades 
this year which will be held on 14
November, but also if communities
wish they can hold a small ceremony
on the 11 November at their war
memorials.
While Covid-19 meant we couldn’t
hold the big events we usually would,
I am very grateful to all those who
took part in Armed Forces Day 2021,
whether in person or virtually.
This also included commemorating
the 100th Anniversary of the unveiling
of Langholm War Memorial, which
was very well organised by David
Patterson from the Social Club. There
will be many of these commemorations
over the next three or four years. War
memorials were in fact the only place
that loved ones and families could

pay their respect, if their family mem-
ber was killed in action during the
two world wars and the conflicts since
then and are a very important com-
munity asset.
Once again, I want to say thank you
to all our forces personnel for their
dedication, hard work and efforts.
Then, now and in the future.

Just last month I was honoured to
be elected as chairperson for Associ-
ation for Public Service Excellence
Scotland. They represent all 32 Scottish
local authorities as well as Tayside
Contracts and Scotland Excel. 
Working on a not-for-profit basis,
APSE is dedicated to promoting 
excellence in the delivery of frontline
services to local communities around
the UK. 
Through the extensive APSE net-
work, more than 300 local authorities
and organisations are able to share
information and expertise on vital
frontline services, ask for advice and
innovative solutions, and develop new,
viable ways forward in an effort to
help one another.
APSE provides a united national
voice for these authorities, as well as
showing them the way to move for-
ward and develop strong, sustainable
frontline services.

Finally, I would like to say that 
if anyone would like to get in touch
with an issue or problem, feel free 
to email me on archie.dryburgh@
dumgal.gov.uk.

Letters to the editor
Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or
email your comments to danielle@eladvertiser.co.uk

Happy to
be home
AS A LANGHOLM exile for
over 60 years I was
privileged, through the kind
services of Kenneth Pool, to
attend the dinner, having
missed the Centenary Dinner
when working overseas. I
attended Milntown
throughout my boyhood and
youth and was a fully paid-up
member of the Waterside
Crowd before becoming a
member of the committee,
together with my late friend
Bill Harkness, in my late
teens, prior to National
Service. 
Unfortunately, I was moved
away from Langholm
through work after my time in
the army and my direct
connection with the club was
severed.
I have, however, followed
the club's fortunes from afar

and was shocked when
matters reached a low ebb a
few years ago and its very
existence was threatened. 
The video shown at the
dinner demonstrated what a
fantastic recovery and
revitalisation has been
carried out through the
efforts of many volunteers in
recent years. It was obvious
through the comments of
various visiting speakers
how highly regarded
Langholm is in rugby circles
and how pleased they were
that things have turned
around so dramatically.
My weekend was
completed with a visit to
Milntown to watch the team
- from the Waterside - beat
Corstorphine - happy days.
May I, through the courtesy
of your columns, wish
Langholm Rugby Club every
success in future years.

Jim Graham
Clydebank

Councillor’s comments
Councillor Archie Dryburgh with the first of his regular updates

Councillor Archie Dryburgh is also Dumfries & Galloway armed forces champion

65 Years of togetherness
CELEBRATING 65 years 
together this year are Carol,
nee Byers, and Walter Elliot.
Married in Newcastleton Parish
Church on 15 September 1956,
the pair lived in the cottage at
D’Mainholm Newcastleton until
they moved into the village a
few years later.
They have four children, 10
grandchildren and 12 great grand-
children. Walter ran the farm
with brother Jock at D’Mainholm,
before moving up to the village
to help out with the family butch-
ers, to work with his other brother
Tom where he stayed until he
retired. 
Carol worked in the local fac-
tory for many years before going
to the family shop to help out. 
They are a well-known couple
in the green bowling circuit, and
won many competitions over the
years.
Walter was also a keen pool
player and was one of the brass
band members who went to 
London to play. 
They have enjoyed their garden
along with holidays in Scotland
since they returned but have 
always enjoyed living in 
Copshaw. Carol and Walter Elliot celebrate their golden wedding anniversary
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Scottish News Emerge
mentoring
deadline
APPLICATIONS are now open
for the Emerge mentoring pro-
gramme 2022.
Emerge, a seven month pro-

gramme of mentoring and a
bursary of £1,000 for emerging
artists or makers with a con-
nection to Dumfries & 
Galloway, has opened.
Two Emerge Bursaries are

available - one for emerging
artists and makers aged 30
years and under, supported by
The Holywood Trust, and 
another for emerging artists
and makers of any age, sup-
ported by Creative Scotland.
It is run by Upland CIC, a

visual art and craft develop-
ment organisation based in
Dumfries & Galloway, who
will offer a mentoring pro-
gramme with an established
practitioner in a related disci-
pline, as well as £1,000 to
fund the creation of new work.
Plus, they will also fund and

provide automatic entry into
the contemporary visual art
and craft event, Spring Fling
2022 in June.

• The deadline for applica-
tions to the programme is
midnight on 29 September
2021. For more information,
visit https://www.weare
upland.com/opportunities/
e m e r g e - m e n t o r i n g -
programme.
____________________

River Esk
on BBC
LANGHOLM will feature in
next week's BBC Scotland
episode of Roaming in the Wild.
The six part series starts today
with Wildlife film-maker 
Andrew O’Donnell and his pal
Mark Taylor taking in the wilds
of Scotland.
In the first episode, the duo

join the River Kelvin to wind
their way through the centre of
Glasgow and in next week's
second episode they take on
new territory - the Borders.
On TV on 30 September, it

will see the duo start their 
Border trip in the Moffat Hills
before taking to the water and
the River Esk.
Their trip takes them to the

Carrifran Valley and then down
from the Upper Esk onto the
Black Esk on stand-up paddle-
boards and into Langholm and
chips for tea.
• Catch the episodes on 
Thursdays 8-8.30pm.

Plus, new UK Trade Envoys meet to share ideas on their roles
LOCAL parliamentarians
David and Oliver Mundell
have urged first minister 
Nicola Sturgeon to drop plans
to push for another indepen-
dence referendum and instead
focus on rebuilding from the
Covid-19 pandemic.
Dumfriesshire MP David

Mundell also recently met with
former England cricket star Ian
Botham, to discuss their new
part-time roles as UK Trade 
Envoys for New Zealand and
Australia.
When the first minister 

announced her programme for
government in the Scottish par-
liament on Tuesday, she revealed
that the nationalist SNP-Green
administration would publish
an independence White Paper
with the aim of holding a refer-
endum within the next two years.
However, Dumfriesshire MP

David Mundell and constituency
MSP Oliver Mundell have
warned that continuing to com-
bat the pandemic, growing the
economy, protecting jobs and
strengthening public services
like health and education should
be the Scottish government's
only priorities.
David told the House of 

Commons during Scottish 
Questions on Wednesday that
the decision was 'shameful.' 
He said: "Shameful and a dis-

grace are words that Nicola
Sturgeon likes to bandy about
against her opponents but they

truly apply to her announcement
yesterday that, while Scotland
continues to have one of the
worst covid rates in Europe,
she is diverting resources into
another divisive independence
referendum."
He asked Scottish Secretary

Alister Jack to confirm that the
focus of the UK government
would be to work constructively
across the UK to defeat Covid,
to save jobs and to restore the
economy.
Alister responded: "My Right

Honourable Friend is absolutely
right, our focus is on rebuilding
the economy, our focus is on
restoring our NHS and I think
most right-minded Scots would
agree with me that using civil
service resources to design a
prospectus for independence is
the wrong thing to be doing at
this time."
David later said: "With the

SNP, breaking up the UK is 
always top of their agenda, while
the issues that really matter to
people in Dumfriesshire are
sidelined.
“We need a government fully

committed to dealing with Covid
and its aftermath, and they
should be pouring all their effort
into rebuilding Scotland - in-
stead, the SNP/Green govern-
ment will be distracted by trying
to build a new case for inde-
pendence.
“It’s time the Scottish gov-

ernment got its priorities straight,

put independence to one side
and concentrated on improving
the quality of life of communities
like ours."

Divisive
Meanwhile Oliver said: “At a

time like this, Scotland needs a
government that is working for
the whole country, but this latest
push for independence shows
that the SNP and their Green
allies are only really interested
in dividing us.
"The Scottish government are

putting their obsession with 
independence over jobs, schools,

health and the environment and
trying to ensure that rather than
working together with the UK
government to rebuild from
Covid, as most people want,
they are creating conflict 
instead.
“That’s why we are demanding

the SNP and Greens take the
issue of independence off the
table and focus instead on the
issues that are really impor-
tant.”
With regards to David's meet-

ing with Lord Botham in the
Dumfriesshire, Clydesdale and

Tweddale representative's par-
liamentary office, David said:
"It was a very helpful prelimi-
nary discussion in which we
were able to share ideas, helpful
information and experiences as
we plan the task ahead.
"Lord Botham is no stranger

to some of my constituents hav-
ing passed through the area in
the past on some of his legendary
long-distance charity walks."
Talks are currently at an 

advanced stage in negotiating a
free trade agreement between
the UK and New Zealand.

IN BRIEF

David Mundell and Lord Botham are UK Trade Envoys for New Zealand and Australia respectively
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SCOTLAND and Northern
Ireland experienced one of
the hottest summers ever this
year.
Northern Ireland had its third

hottest summer on record, while
Scotland had its fourth.
The summer was a season of

contrasting fortunes across the
UK, with the north and west of
the UK experiencing a warmer,
drier and sunnier season com-
pared to average, while parts
of the south east were duller
and wetter than average.
Some regions of Scotland, 

including the City of Glasgow,
where COP 26, the 26th UN
climate change conference will
be held in November, had their
hottest summer since records

began back in 1884.
Scotland recorded the highest

UK August temperature - 27.2C
in Tyndrum, Stirling on 25 Au-
gust.
While it is quite unusual for

the highest temperature of 
August to occur in Scotland,
the suppressed temperatures in
the south of England meant that
the 27.2°C recorded in Tyndrum
was the highest recorded this
year.
The UK as a whole had its

ninth hottest summer on record,
with an average of 15.28°C -
the hottest summer for the UK
since 2018.
While 2019 and 2020 both

experienced extreme heatwave
events, in contrast 2021 tem-

peratures reached a peak of
32.2°C at Heathrow on 20 July.
However, relatively high tem-

peratures in June and July, cou-
pled with persistently high min-
imum temperatures and relative
warmth across the north of the
UK have pushed this year up
the rankings.
Record-breaking
The Met Office’s head of na-

tional climate information centre,
Dr Mark McCarthy, said: 
“Summer 2021 will be remem-
bered very differently depending
on where you are in the UK,
with record-breaking warm con-
ditions in parts of western 
Scotland and Northern Ireland,
while in the south and east it’s

been much duller and wetter.
"There have been several 

notable weather events through
the summer, including a new
temperature record for Northern
Ireland and storm Evert which
brought strong winds and heavy
rain across England and Wales
and extreme rainfall in the south
east.”
Most of the UK recorded lower

than average rainfall, with the
exception of Northern Ireland
at 110%, 106.8mm and parts of
eastern Scotland, with the UK
receiving 73%, 65.4mm, of its
average.
As with the full season, August

temperatures were higher than
average in the north west, with
cooler than average temperatures

in the south and east.
The final month of summer

was much closer to the average
temperature, with the UK just
0.1°C above the long-term 
average.
The south-east corner of the

UK also saw less sunshine than
the long-term average.
The brightest and driest con-

ditions were in the north west
of the UK.
When averaged out across the

whole nation, the UK received
99% of its average summer sun-
shine - 501.6 hours.
The statistics for August may

explain why some may feel that
the summer has been dull and
cool.

Hottest summers on record

Focus on recovery not new
referendum say Mundells



New lessons
(continued) 

Iwish I could remember
how much it cost. My
guess would be sixpence a

caulker plus three pence for
fixing, which included being
able to read comics as you
waited.
How patient we were sitting

there when your whole being
was crying out to be able to play
or sell logs.
Our boogies were now used to

make money and my father got
Jeffrey’s to make me a topper
for doing that very job. The
biggest and best. I could carry
sixpence worth of logs at a time
instead of threepence worth. I
think I charged sixpence for 
delivery = 1s a time. I was in
business!
The wheels of this boogie

were held in place by strong
metal brackets, very strong. I
had to repay my father for this
machine which I did in no time
at all. I was also able to pur-
chase my own bike from 
Gordon Graham for £1 10s. My
bike was a Hercules, a cracker.
To make all this money I

worked almost every night after
school, in winter time. I sup-
pose I did four journeys at 
odd times to the sawmill at
Ewesbank. Running when the

barrow was empty. This was
good training for rugby or foot-
ball.
One lovely summer’s day

John Young and I were heading
for the sale ring, where the
sewage works is now, to see his
father prepare for a sheep sale.
On our way across the Market

Place the sudden decision was
made, we would go down the
Lairds Entry and down Kumasi.
Unfortunately, Sydney Cooper
had his big two wheeled fruit
and vegetable barrow in the
middle of the road. He had
every right to be there but it 
offered a challenge to us both.
We would pass under his bar-
row, still running, and out the
other side. 

Cogie
One point missed our atten-

tion, if we had not passed under
from the back and not came out
at the end where the legs and
handles were we would have
saved trouble. John was first
and slightly smaller so he got
through with no trouble. I was
less fortunate and on coming
out came up too soon and I
caught myself on one of the
handles, or shafts, and tipped
his barrow. You can imagine
spuds, tomatoes etc all over the
street. Had we been able to go
under from the other end the

legs would have prevented a
tip-up but that point never 
entered our minds. Now the
chase was on down the street
because Sydney was not
amused and chased us down by
Cogie where we out-paced him
and arrived at the sale-ring. On
looking back Sydney was still
chasing us. We were disturbed,
or frightened perhaps, of what
was going to happen. For 
Sydney to chase so far meant he
was really angry. This was more
frightening because he was not
that kind of man.
Once into the swale-ring we

got another shock, John’s father
was not there and we were
alone. In desperation we
climbed into the large hay heck
and pulled down the corrugated
iron lid.
We were there for half an hour

and thought we could hear 
Sydney prowling around. For
an hour, it seemed, we were in
the hay dreading that lid being
lifted. Being brave we lifted the
lid and the prowling about was
done by a sheep. Relieved we
ran home taking the long road
by the High Street. To the credit
of Sydney, he did nothing about
this. Some fruit must have been
damaged and some eaten by
other kids. Who knows? We
didn’t ask! (to be continued)
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Times Past 

75 years: Letter to the Editor
Sir, I would like to pay a tribute to your old and valued contributor, “A.T Wauchope”, for his
interesting survey of “Life in Langholm 40 years ago,” so feelingly portrayed in your columns,
recalling many weel kent names and local features of a past generation. His skilful summing
up in the closing article, giving apt and striking comparisons of Then and Now provides 
refreshing reading and at once touches a tender chord in the heart of many of us. How pregnant
of bygone memories do we find the seemingly common-place remark, “We miss the Ford
whistle and the Factory bell, and “all is quiet on the water front.” Then again –“The Skating
pond is out of use but the curling pond is serviceable,” and we at once visualize many familiar
figures of local curling celebrity indulging in the “roarin’ game to the usual noisy accompani-
ment produced by the excited players on the ice. To the older Langholmite who may but rarely
see the Wee bit Toon during long years of exile, as well as to those now on the retired list at
home, these illuminating articles from A.T Wauchope’s roving pen will come like a long, cool
drink from Whita Well on a dry and sultry day. “A.T.W” who modestly conceals his identity
behind a fittingly appropriate pen name, must surely be one of the oldest living contributors to
the E and L Advertiser” As I write, there lies at hand, a small paper backed booklet of “Poems
and Songs of Eskdale,” published over 40 years ago, and containing one of his compositions
under the title “O could I be hame where the heather is blooming,” which presumably made its
first bow to the public in your columns. Yours etc.., David J Beattie, Carlisle. 

50 years: Opening of Erkinholme
A large crowd from both sides of the Border attended the ceremony and afterwards those pre-
sent were given the opportunity of inspecting the Home, which will accommodate twenty-five
residents. Provost Grieve presided at the official opening and introduced Cardinal Gray to the
company assembled at the front of the building. The Provost was accompanied by Mrs Grieve
and others present included Mr Hector Monro, MP for the County and Mrs Monro; Mr Leslie
T Carnegie, County Clerk, and Mrs Carnegie; Mr E C Armstrong, Town Clerk; Bishop
McGee, Dumfries and Galloway, the Rev Tom Calvert, minister of Langholm Old Parish
Church. Provost Grieve said that some years ago Langholm Town Council were offered the
gift of Erkinholme from the Scott family, but unfortunately at that time Old Folks’ Homes did
not come under the province of the local authority and the gift had to be declined. However, to
those who had patience a reward always came and that afternoon saw the fulfilment of such 
patience and hopes. 

25 years: Windfall for some.. for not for Elliot
Saturday was a black day for Langholm bookie Elliot Borthwick.. but not quite so black as it
was for others in the country. Two local women were enjoying good wins on Saturday after
putting money on Frankie Detorri. But although there was at least one millionaire created by
the unique seven in a row win by the Italian jockey, the money to be won in Langholm was
much less. For a stake of £2.20 one local woman won nearly £1000 and another turned her £3
bet into around £600, thanks, says Elliot to them, taking a fancy to the Latin looks of Frankie
rather than the horses. Elliot who was at the Langholm Show hound trail was keeping an eye
on the racing, as were many punters on the show ground, for Elliot lost around £1000 on the
Castleholm alone. “I was keeping in touch with the office. I definitely lost out, but not like
some,” he said. 

100 years: Langholm Show
The Eskdale and Liddesdale Agricultural Show at Langholm on Saturday is promising to be a
greater success than ever. The entries number 1140, and are a record. Competition is likely to
be keen especially for the seven silver challenge cups for the championships in each depart-
ment of stock and dogs. A full programme of mounted sports and tug-of-war is arranged for
the afternoon, and should prove highly attractive. A large amount of space in the show yard
had been allotted to the display of agricultural machinery and much of this will be fully work-
ing. A special train will run to Hawick in the evening, calling at all immediate stations, leaving
Langholm at 6.30.We continue our serialisation of Tommy Beattie’s memoirs

Cardinal Gray at the official opening cermeony of Erkinholm with Provost Grieve and Mrs Grieve, Hector
Monro MP and Mrs Monro, Mr Leslie T Carnegie, Rev Tom Calvert and Bishop McGie

Miss J Aitchison, Moodlaw, Eskdalemuir being presented with the cup for champion collie by Sir John Milne Home at
the Langholm Show on Sunday 30 September 1949

Memories &
Milestones



www.eladvertiser.co.uk Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser Thursday September 23, 2021  13

Dirty Dusting – seventh national tour of the UK this autumn
PRODUCTION company
Entertainment Unlimited
have embarked on anoth-
er UK wide tour this 
autumn with the laugh
out loud comedy, Dirty
Dusting.
Written by Ed Waugh and
Trevor Wood, this produc-
tion is directed by Leah
Bell who injects the
comedic play with a fresh
and lively approach cou-
pled with her own unique
humorous style.
The play has seen 
sell-out tours, with this  pro-
duction starring Vicki
Michelle from ‘Allo ‘Allo!
and Vicky Entwistle from
Coronation Street.
Leah Bell completes the

threesome of cleaning
ladies the play follows,
who, threatened with 
redundancy, chance on an
‘unconventional’ way of
earning some extra cash.
The story starts when a
wrong number calls into
the office requiring a sex
chat line and from there
the fun really begins when
it gives them an 
idea… ‘Why not start their
own sex chat line?’
They think after all, their
age and appearance will
not matter on the telephone
and providing they can
keep this a 
secret from their boss,
Dave, they could be onto
a winner!

So, what could go wrong
for Gladys, Elsie and
Olive?
Played first at the Cus-
toms House in South
Shields, the play quickly
became the biggest and
most popular play to come
out of Newcastle in several
years.
It enjoyed three sell-out
runs at the Customs House
and then sold out the 
Theatre Royal in Newcastle
twice and has been per-
formed at more theatres
since.
More than 25,000 people
in the North East of 
England have now seen
Dirty Dusting since its pre-
miere in 2003.

Early autumn on the Esk. Photo by Gavin Graham of Langholm
Camera: iPhone SE

The E&L Gallery

We all need a laugh!

Thursday 30 September ~ 7.30pm ~ £20
Book online at www.buccleuchcentre.com

Box office: 013873 81196

ENTERTAINMENT



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

COMPLAINTS

TO LET

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER
COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in
The Eskdale and Liddesdale Advertiser, please
come into the office on Langholm High Street and
speak to the editor, Rachel Norris.
Alternatively, please contact the Company Secretary 
by email – secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk  
or by writing to:-  The Company Secretary

Muckle Toon Media
Ashley Bank House
Langholm  DG13 0AN

FOOT CARE

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

PUBLIC NOTICES

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES
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BLINDS

013873 80012

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM

www.dumgal.gov.uk

NOTICE OF PRODUCTION OF LOCAL 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2 SUPPLEMENTARY 
GUIDANCE
On Friday 24th September 2021, Dumfries and Galloway Council 
commences a public consultation on the following draft supplementary 
guidance to Local Development Plan 2: Langholm Conservation Area 
Character Appraisal and Management Plan.  

The consultation will last until Monday 8 November 2021  
and the document is available to view online at:  
www.dumgal.gov.uk/consultations

For further information in relation to this consultation please contact the 
Local Development Plan Team on 030 33 33 3000 and ask for the Local 
Plan Team or email: LDP@dumgal.gov.uk

Comments
To make any comment on the above document, please do so in writing  
by Monday 8 November 2021:
Post: Development Planning, Economy and Resources
 Dumfries and Galloway Council, Council HQ, English Street,  
 Dumfries, DG1 2DD
Email: LDP@dumgal.gov.uk

OPTICIANS

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows

E&L JOB SPOT

The E&L Advertiser is looking to recruit an

AADDVVEERRTTIISSIINNGG 
SSAALLEESSPPEERRSSOONN

to sell advertising to businesses and 
organisations in the catchment area of the 

newspaper including Scottish Borders, 
Dumfries & Galloway and north Cumbria.

The role will be on a commission only basis 
and is appropriate for home working

The ability to be dedicated, organised and have a
pleasant telephone manner are key to the job.

In the first instance, please contact Alan Weatherstone
on 013873 80012 for more information

alan@eladvertiser.co.uk

Langholm, Dumfries & Galloway



Football
By Martin Thomlinson

Langlee Amateurs FC 2
Langholm Legion FC 1

LEGION made the trip up
the A7 to Galashiels to face
Langlee Amateurs in the quar-
ter final of the Border cup on
Saturday.
They were looking to try to

replicate the club's triumph in
the competition 25 years ago
and the side travelled with con-
fidence after their fine start to
the season.
It was an end to end start to

the match which saw chances
at a premium with the Legion
guilty of conceding possession
in key areas and taking the
wrong options on numerous 
occasions.
A huge point in the match

came midway through the first
half when Brian Mattinson was
released through the middle, he
took a touch round the keeper
only to be downed when clear.
The referee deemed it a yellow

card and a free kick much to
the disbelief of the away team.

Minutes later another 
huge moment came in the 
opposite box when Finley Dell
was ruled to have pulled back
Des Sutherland and the referee
pointed to the spot and it saw
Shaun Hardie convert.
Ten minutes later following a

corner, unmarked Josh Loftus
doubled Langlee's lead.
Legion were two down at half-

time and they felt aggrieved
due to the number of decisions
that had gone against them.
They came out rejuvenated

and took the game to the home
side, forcing a lot more pressure
onto their opponents but were
unable to create many clear
openings.
With twenty minutes left, a

change in formation from 4-4-
2 to 3-5-2 paid dividends when
Mattinson's cross was expertly
volleyed into the net by the 
on-rushing David Borthwick.
Another change was made

when Aidan Wilson was intro-
duced and it almost paid instant
dividends when the youngster’s
first touch saw him lob the on-
rushing keeper only to see his
effort agonisingly hit the bar.
The action and drama contin-

ued right to the end when the
unlucky Wilson again hit the
woodwork as the lads gave it
their absolute all.
Although ultimately defeated

and knocked out of the cup, the
attitude, fitness and fight were
there for all to see.
On the day Lady Luck cer-

tainly never smiled upon us,
lessons will be learned and pos-
itives taken as we get ready 
regroup and go again.
Saturday will see Legion play
Chirnside United away with the
kick-off at 2pm.

LANGHOLM Legion FC have
teamed up with a local distillery
to give people the chance to
support the club by drinking
gin.
Named Langholm LeeGin after

their captain Lee Irving, it is not
just any gin though as the team
themselves created a new and
unique flavour, which they tested
to make sure it was up to scratch.
Following a blind tasting held

earlier this month, the team and
committee members voted for
their surprising favourite. 
It has already proven popular

after a social media post of its
creation saw more than 80 bottles
requested within an hour.
One of the team’s player’s

David Borthwick said: “To run
a football club like Langholm
the annual costs can be as much
as £7,000 and after the pandemic
the club wanted to ensure finan-
cial stability, so it could con-
centrate on the football side of
things.”
Andrew Emmerson at Solway

Spirits in Annan was given the
rather unusual brief of creating
two unique spirits inspired by
the club’s colours – yellow and
black. 

They had a choice of fresh
lemons and black peppercorns
and yellow rose petals and tonka
beans.
This saw the gin with the more

unusual ingredients - yellow
rose petals and tonka beans -
voted as the winner with a whop-
ping 78% of the votes during
the blind tasting, much to the
surprise of the team.
“The Langholm Legion players

didn’t know which gin was
which in the blind tasting, and
overwhelmingly preferred the
sweet flavours from the second,”
added David.
“Our target is to sell 200 bottles

of this new locally distilled craft
gin, which will raise £1000 for
the club and if demand is higher,
we’ll try to ensure that nobody
is disappointed.”
The gin will cost £25 with £5

from every bottle sold going
directly to the club, with the
first batch of 100 ready for 
October.
• To order contact any of the
Langholm Legion players or
committee to be added to the
pre-order list or email
david@doubletroubledrinks.
co.uk.

www.eladvertiser.co.uk Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser Thursday September 23, 2021  15

LLFC: A great team spirit

Langholm Legion and their own gin

Oliver’s army

Tots rugby sessions have restarted at Milntown
Photo authorised by Langholm Youth Rugby Trust

Harper’s Delta Script writes 
textbook finish at Teviothead

Hounds
By Marti Borthwick

LANDOWNERS allowed
hounds trails to go ahead at
Teviothead at the weekend, 
despite the hounds’ shows not
being possible

In the first race there were only
three entries and Jazzle headed
off setting a fast pace and soon
opened up a good lead over Delta
Scope and Buster Moon.

Jazzle seemed to have recov-
ered from injury and was back to
her old self as she maintained
her lead at both roads to appear
over the top to finish on her own.

The second race of the day
was the senior graded where
eight hounds set off.

It was reported that Langholm
hound Castle Clansman was 
doing the work in front and led
over both roads, however, when
they came to the finish, he was
only fifth.

Delta Script and Border Brow
were challenging for the lead over
the last fence but Delta Script
sprung forward to take the win.

Matilda finished well for second.
Lucky Charm was third with Vinny
Moon taking fourth and Delta
Style fifth.

Next up were the pups with
eleven entries and after the slip
they were not seen until the 

finish.
First over the top was 

Mr Finnegan with Splendid Sally
and Explore in close contact.

Splendid Sally took the lead out
of the bracken with Explore hot
on her heels and on to the clean
running Explore pulled away to
win nicely.

Splendid Sally was second and
Mr Finnegan third.

Milo Moon was fourth with 
Border Prosper and Sea the Stars
taking the final places.

In the final race of the day, the
Veterans took to the trail and as
they appeared over the top three
hounds were in line.

Frankel ran wide giving the 
advantage to Red Hot Bob 
and Tommy Moon, but as they
cleared the last fence, he 
showed his pace on the finish to
win.

Red Hot Bob was a close sec-
ond with Tommy Moon in third,
and Enable a little way back in
fourth.

Trophies were presented in
memory of the late Tony Harrison
to the winners of each race. The
trophy for the kennel with most
points was won by Sarah Harper
and Hartley Robinson with their
hounds Delta Scope, Delta Script
and Delta Style.

Rugby Tots
YOUNG children have
been welcomed back to
the weekly rugby tots
sessions at the rugby
club.
Developed several years

ago, the sessions for chil-
dren of nursery age have
restarted and it has seen
thrilled children and par-
ents return after its closure
due to the pandemic.
Around 14 youngsters

turned up for the Friday
morning activities 
described as ‘organised
chaos’ by Langholm
RFC’s development offi-
cer David Oliver.
He said he was over-

joyed that it was able to
start up again.

“It’s the best half hour
of my week,” he said.
“Every child is poten-

tially a star in the making
and they all have so much
fun, it’s been disappoint-
ing not to see everyone
during the pandemic.”
He said the aim of the

sessions was to get the
children involved as much
as possible.
“We usually warm-up

with animal noises and
that gets them excited and
then we begin to get them
moving, learning how to
dodge and getting them
used to what a ruby ball
looks like,” he said.
“Relaying the moves

into a story about an ocean
and fish gets their imagi-
nation going and the

smiles on their faces tells
me they’re enjoying them-
selves.
“Their parents or carers

are always involved and
it’s about everyone having
as much fun as possible.”
He added that some-

times Milntown the lion
popped in to say hello to
the youngsters too.
“Langholm Rugby’s

mascot comes and sees
the kids and they love it,”
he said.
“Nurturing a good feel-

ing towards rugby and
everything that it involves
is what it’s all about.”
• The sessions are £1
and take place every
Friday in term-time
1.30-2pm at the Rugby
Club.

Sarah Harper with the trophy for the kennel with the most points at Teviothead with
Delta Scope, Delta Script, and Delta Style
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Sports News
Thursday September 23, 2021

Sponsored by KELSO RACES

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
sunDAY 3rd october

saturDAY 23rd OCTOBER
01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Horseracing
LANGHOLM-BASED trainer James
Ewart’s Empire De Maulde came second
at Kelso last Wednesday.

Racing in the two-mile one-furlong hand-
icap chase on good to firm ground, the
second-place win for Empire De Maulde
came two months after his last race due to
receiving routine wind surgery to improve
his breathing.

Ridden by Brian Hughes, the odds were
100/30 in a race of five and from the
outset he soon chased the leaders.

A slow second jump soon saw him become
detached when outpaced, and he got well
behind on the back straight before getting
a headway on the home turn.

He kept on strongly in the home straight
and went second towards the finish but
was no match for the winner, El Borracho
who was 9/4 favourite.

Shirley Borthwick is overall winner with a total of 42 stableford points

Ladies shine
at Lochmaben

Rugby
By Kenneth Pool

Penicuik RFC 24
Langholm RFC 24

WITH two wins under
their belt, Langholm
RFC travelled to
Penicuik RFC on 
Saturday for their third
match in East League
2.
They knew it would be

a tough match against
Penicuik who had beaten
Hawick Linden RFC the
previous week but the
home side started the 
better of the two teams.
A Malone penalty and

two tries from Ketchen
with one converted saw
Penicuik race into a 15-
point lead though.
Langholm then woke up

to the fact that they had a
game on their hands and

decided it was time to
take the bull by the horns.
They started to win more

of the ball and this resulted
in a brace of tries for Ricki
Kiore with Nathan Smith
on target for one of the
conversions - with the
score 15-12 it was now
game on.
Malone kicked another

penalty for the home side
but the continued pressure
from the visitors led to a
good try by Jamie 
Ashton-Smith and
Langholm were trailing by
just one point at 18-17.
Again, Malone was on

target with another penalty
for Penicuik, then with
less than 10 minutes of
the match left, Jonathan
Wilkes ran in a good try
which Smith converted
and Langholm were
ahead for the first time in
the match at 21-24.
A late penalty by Malone

tied the scores at 24 all
and that is how the match
finished.
It was a great fightback

from Langholm who
earned a try bonus point
and a losing bonus point
in the process.
A win would have been

good but three points
away from home left
Langholm second in East
League 2 with 12 points
from the three matches
played.
This Saturday sees

Hawick Linden at 
Milntown in what should
be a cracking match.

Ally Ratcliffe of Langholm
Rugby Football Club has

been inducted into the 
SRU Hall  of Fame

Golf
By Andrew Paisley

LANGHOLM Golf Club’s
Ladies shone and took the
honours on the annual trip
to Lochmaben.

On Saturday 40 players trav-
elled to Lochmaben Golf Club
and with the sun shining it
was glorious conditions for
the golf.

It was the ladies who shone
the brightest filling three of
the top four slots with some
fine golf being played.

Shirley Borthwick was the
overall winner with an 
impressive total of 42 stable-
ford points, pipping her son
Alan to the trophy by a single
point.

Shirley was also in the 

winning team so it was a day
that will live long in the annals
of the Borthwick family and
give Shirley the bragging rights
for the time being.

The full prize list saw Shirley
in first with 42pts, second
Alan Borthwick on 41pts by
better inward half, third Tessa
Lumley on 41pts, fourth Ailsa
Tweddle on 38pts by better
inward half, and fifth Andrew
Paisley on 38 pts by better 
inward half.

John Murchie, Shirley 
Borthwick, Simon Tweddle
and Scott Laidlaw was the
team in first, with Alan Wilson,
Brady Wilson, Ailsa Tweddle
and Robin Graham in second.

Magic 2's - Simon Tweddle,
David Nicol Latimer and 
Stevie Barker.

Empire chases
the leaders

James Ewart Racing’s Empire De Maulde

E&L
SPORT

Brace of tries for
Kiore against Penicuik

Rugby
SCOTTISH Rugby Union has recog-
nised one of our own in its Hall of
Fame.

Five women have recently been in-
ducted onto its list for making pioneering
and ground-breaking contributions to
rugby and wider society and one of
those is Langholm’s Ally Ratcliffe.

Ally won six caps for Scotland Women
as an inside centre/full-back.

This all started after playing mini-
rugby at the Langholm club when she
was just eight-years-old and later be-
came the first female head coach of a
men’s first XV in Scotland in 2013
and then director of rugby.

Teacher
Ally is the deputy headteacher at

Hawick High School and provides guid-
ance to promising young rugby talent,
as well as being head coach of Cumbria
Women’s County team.

She said she was honoured and quite
overwhelmed to be inducted into the
SRU Hall of Fame.

“It’s a huge honour and I actually
feel quite overwhelmed and a bit of an
imposter,” she said.

“I kept telling them on the phone it
shouldn’t be me and should be someone
else.

“I’m very proud of my achievements
to date in rugby and hope by being
recognised I can inspire others to get
involved in the game I have loved
since starting to play at Langholm RFC
all those years ago.”

She joins five other women recognised
this year, as well as Scottish Rugby’s
most capped player of all time, Donna
Kennedy, who was inducted in 2017.

Ally said she was indebted
to Langholm RFC club,
where it all began, for the
opportunities that they have
given her as a player and
coach.

“I am grateful to so many
people who have accepted,
encouraged, inspired and sup-
ported me in my various roles
along my rugby journey.

“The induction into the Hall
of Fame is a shared reflection
of their support and belief in
me over the years.
“I look forward to celebra-
ting the induction, during
November’s international
matches, with my family and
friends in the coming
months.”

Ally is
honoured


