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Calls for renewed consultation with both regional and community councils
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Over 100 residents attend
heated flood defence meeting

AN IMPASSIONED and engaged
community came together on Tuesday
night to discuss how to bring 
Dumfries & Galloway Council back
to the design table and involve them
in the town's flood scheme pro-
posals.
The first Ditch the Drain campaign

meeting saw more than a hundred res-
idents voice their concerns over the
current scheme, which sees up to 2m
tall flood defences put in place along
the River Esk as well as a 50m wide
shallow channel through Buccleuch
Park, for the first time.
There was anger and dismay over

the lack of consultation on the plans
with the community, as well as a general
feeling that they were not being heard
and overall, the community engagement
from Dumfries & Galloway council
and the community council had been
poor. 
Both councils came under fire from

locals and there were intakes of breath of
mutterings every time either were men-
tioned, with many speaking out against
how they had mistreated the community.
Questions were asked about the 

involvement of the community council
and several attendees requested a more
legal approach to progress their concerns.
Led by Ditch the Drain organiser,

Erika Luukas, the campaign's aim is
to bring the council back to the design
table and open the door to a proper
consultation process where the com-
munity can influence the design of the
scheme.
During the meeting she outlined their

cause: "This is a campaign to save our
three unique natural rivers and heritage
townscape from crude and unwarranted
destruction because Langholm deserves

better than a monstrous concrete
drainage channel.

Bulldozed
"Under the current scheme, the rivers

as we know and love them will simply
no longer exist and all our riverside
and park trees and wildlife habitats
will be bulldozed. 
"It is astonishing that they’re trying

to progress a scheme of this size without
local input and knowledge and there is

a growing sense of horror at the pro-
posals."
Major flaws in the proposals put for-

ward by the group, include secondary
flooding from runoff water, the potential
for bigger problems like hill slides if
the amounts of flood water suggested
in the plans were correct, and the fact
that Langholm has never flooded on
the scale suggested by the Scottish  
Environment Protection Agency.

Erika added that they needed to
progress their campaign in order to
save the area from a flawed scheme.
"While Covid locked us down until

now, in the background, D&G council
have continued to prepare both their
applications for the flood order and
planning permission, and their flood
team intend to recommend the current
scheme to the D&G council commu-
nities committee next spring for 
approval.
"Our task is to try to save the jewel

in Langholm’s crown."
No council members appeared to 

attend the meeting, and for many this
was another affront to what was 
described as an already 'betrayed and
mistreated' community.
Some called for the community coun-

cil to be dissolved because it had not
represented the community and its con-
cerns to D&G.
Campaigners said many decisions

had been made behind closed doors
and any attempt for meeting minutes
or a published Environmental Impact
Assessment scoping report had been
refused by both councils.

>Turn to page 2

New E&L chairman
AN OPTIMISTIC JOHN HAMMOND PICKS UP THE REINS OF THE LANGHOLM PAPER: PAGE 5

Erika Luukas of the Ditch the Drain campaign, alongside David McVittie who chaired Tuesday night’s meeting held in Langholm Social Club



> From Page 1

There was concern the preferred
option approach to selecting a
scheme had sealed a recommen-
dation of the plans, regardless of
whether residents wanted it to go
ahead at all.
Erika said residents needed to

speak up now in order to get
D&G back to the drawing table,
otherwise the route would be a
public enquiry.
"This is not an anti-flood scheme

campaign but a campaign to secure
the best possible outcome for
Langholm and secure a scheme
appropriate in scale and design
that enhances the natural and cul-
tural heritage of our town and
underpins the regeneration 
efforts.
"To succeed we need everyone

who supports these aims to join
and support the campaign and
lobby the people making the 
decisions.
"Letters and emails are far more

effective as our politicians are
duty bound to acknowledge and
respond to them."
The group has said they will

send out pro-forma letters for
people to either sign as they are,
cross out what they do not agree
with, or add to.
These are due to become avail-

able to pick up at various shops
in town, with post boxes at various
locations for the group to collect
and deliver to D&G council.
The D&G council and

Langholm’s local councillors,
Ronnie Tait, Archie Dryburgh,
and Karen Carruthers, have been
contacted for comment.
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Request to send letters to politicians

Thieves target
three businesses

Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

Thanks for Sympathy

POLICE have confirmed
there was one incident
of theft and one of 
attempted theft in
Langholm last Tuesday
as previously reported in
last week’s E&L 
Advertiser.
The first happened at the

Eskdale Hotel at approxi-
mately 3.40pm at which
time a man entered the bar
area and asked to use the
phone.
During this, and while

staff were serving others,
the till in the bar area was
opened and £80 removed.
The second incident hap-

pened around 10 minutes
later and involved two men
entering the Co-op when
it appears they worked in
tandem with one of the
males leaving the store
with nine bottles of gin
from four different brands
in a basket without paying
or attempting to pay.
The man was chal-

lenged by staff and as a

result he left behind the
basket and contents 
before making off in a
car with the second male.
The Eskdale Hotel’s

proprietor, John Galloway
said he was very sorry
that his staff’s trust had
been exploited.
“I had initially thought

it was an isolated incident
when I heard, then I
found out the town was
targeted and it just makes
you think twice,” he said.

Deception
“My team here were

taken advantage of using
deception and distraction
and I regret that they were
because it never happens,
they’re a great bunch.
“From what I hear the

police are positive they
have enough to go off to
catch them.”
Another shopkeeper on

the High Street said they 
had come into his shop
and also tried to use the

same method of distrac-
tion.
“I thought they were

acting suspiciously, so I
never tried to give them
much time,” he said.

Good nature
“They didn’t sound like

they were local and after
speaking to police I hope
they’re caught - our
town’s good nature 
doesn’t deserve to be
abused.”
Community policing

unit sergeant, Scott 
McDowall said: “The 
incidents happened fairly
close together and appar-
ently by the same men
given they fled from both
locations in the same car.
“There was no trace of

the vehicle or males on
police arrival, which was
fairly quick.
“Investigations with

positive lines of enquiry
have now commenced
and are ongoing.”

Police attend an incident of theft in the Eskdale Hotel last Tuesday

J. & A. Hodgson
Independent Family Funeral Directors

134 High Street, Annan
A Caring Family Firm
Caring for your family

Private Rest Room
For 24 hour caring personal service

Tel. 01461 205920
Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors Member
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available on request

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser is part funded by the
above organisations along with charitable trusts and 

individuals from the community of Langholm.

CHALMERS

Elaine and John would like to thank all relatives,
friends and neighbours for all their kind messages
of sympathy, cards and donations received 
following their recent sad bereavement. 
Special thanks to Doctors and Nurses at Brampton
Medical Practice and staff on Elm C Ward for
their care and kindness, thanks also to Deacon
Mark Attwood and Graeme Kennedy Funeral 
Director for their guidance and support.

A display next to the suspension bridge show the different heights of the 
proposed flood defence walls

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church Services
Sunday 12th September

Langholm 10am
Sunday Club meet at 

Masonic 10am
Contact us for transport

0744 885 8818.

Social Distancing 
will be observed.  

Please wear masks. 
Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 80859.

Mobile. 07543 179469

Charity no. SCO11946

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale Church
welcomes you to

Worship on Sunday
mornings at 10am

and 
Canonbie Church

at 11:30am 
Worshippers will be
required to adhere to
Covid restrictions. 
If you are seeking
pastoral support or
wish to arrange a
wedding or baptism
please contact Rev
Morag Crossan on

07861736071 or email
mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk

Church Notices

MARTIN

Phyllis and family would like to thank everyone
for the lovely flowers, cards and messages of
condolence on the recent loss of Stewart.
Thanks also to Rev. Morag Crossan for her
comforting service; and to Hedley & Turnbull,
funeral directors for their care, guidance and
support.

Thank You

My sincere thanks to all those who
sent good wishes, cards and gifts on

my recent birthday. 
So very much appreciated. 

Special thanks to my family for
making it such a memorable day. 

Marion R

Diamond Wedding

Jimmy & June Wilson
have celebrated their 
Diamond Wedding 

Anniversary. 
They married at

Langholm Parish Church
on

1st September 1961. 

Massive Congratulations



GILNOCKIE Tower has been flying the Red
Duster or the Merchant Navy Ensign for the
last week.

Merchant Navy Day on 3 September each year
recognises the sacrifices made by merchant sea-
farers during war and conflict, and as a mark of re-
spect Gilnockie Tower raised the Red Ensign to do
just that.

The Merchant Navy Association’s aim has been
to raise public awareness of the commitment and
sacrifice of merchant seafarers, with the hope that
by doing so maritime heritage and their contribution
will become more acknowledged.

Usually, Merchant Navy Day takes place at Mer-
chant Navy War Memorial, Tower Hill in London,
however, this year they have been unable to mark
the day due to the Covid pandemic.

The hope was that less formal events in local
areas would mark the day.

It is something Gilnockie Tower in Canonbie has
been able to do.

Reputed to have been used on occasions as a
meeting place for Border Reivers residents and
their collaborators planned and executed gainful
raids in the 16th century, the tower’s project
manager said they wanted to assist in marking the
vital service in their own way.
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Langholm included
in capital programme
Council’s three year project will help regeneration
LANGHOLM has
been identified as 
one of the communities
to benefit from 
Dumfries & Galloway
council’s  Economic 
Development Capital
programme in the next
three years.
Members of the coun-
cil’s Economy and 
Resources Committee
will receive a report next
Tuesday on the pro-
gramme about the place-
based investments across
five areas.
This includes support-
ing Langholm regener-
ation, as well as 
Stranraer and the west, 
Dumfries, upper 
Nithsdale Annan, plus
business infrastructure
investment.
The committee will, at
this report meeting, be
asked to agree to award
a number of grants for
Sanquhar community
council, Stranraer, and
Annan.
Over each of the next
three years, £250,000

has been set aside for
the community-led eco-
nomic development and
place-based regeneration
framework grants pro-
gramme.
Regeneration
This will be available
to support communities,
charities and social 
enterprises in the devel-
opment of suitable cap-
ital projects that will
support local economic

development and place-
based regeneration.
Economy and 
Resources committee
chairman, Rob Davidson
said: “I am pleased to
see such a wide range
of projects stretching
across the whole of our
region which could ben-
efit from these funding
streams.
“We are keen to work
with communities to 
ensure they make the

most of their assets and
make improvements
where we can through
this diverse programme.”
Vice Chair, Archie
Dryburgh said: “The
Economic Development
Capital programme sets
out our programme for
investing in economic
infrastructure within our
region over three years
from 2021/22 to 2023/24
and our communities
will see real benefits

from all of these 
projects.”
The Scottish govern-
ment’s 2021-22 budget
has also committed to a
new £10m. Nature
Restoration Fund to pro-
vide funding to support
a wide range of projects
that will deliver nature
restoration, safeguard
wildlife and tackle the
causes of biodiversity
loss, especially climate
change.

Recover
A capital allocation of
£135,000 has been pro-
vided to the council for
2021-22 to support 
actions that help nature
recover.
Officers have, so far,
identified two potential
projects that would be
suitable for this funding
-£110,000 to Threave
Landscape Restoration
Project and £25,000 to
Dumfries and Galloway
Tree Planting Grants
Fund.
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Langholm is set to benefit from Dumfries & Galloway council’s  Economic Development
Capital programme 

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

Technology to 
improve public
service delivery
A NEW strategic partnership
has been agreed between South
of Scotland Enterprise and
the CivTech programme aim-
ing to provide innovation and
positive change in the region.
In a first for a Scottish enter-
prise agency, SOSE has agreed
a Memorandum of Understand-
ing with the Scottish govern-
ment’s CivTech programme,
which looks to drive innovation
in the public sector by collabo-
ratively solving problems to
make people’s lives better.
SOSE is already working 
with the programme by 
co-sponsoring two CivTech
Challenges to provide innova-
tors, entrepreneurs, start-ups or
established businesses a route
to develop products the public
sector needs.
The first is a partnership 
between SOSE, John Muir Trust,
the Langholm Initiative com-
munity development trust and
Southern Uplands Partnership
to discover how technology can
help landowners better under-
stand the potential for carbon
storage on and inform land-use
decisions.
While the second is a part-
nership with SOSE and social
enterprise Care Training 
Consortium to discover if train-
ers can assess the skills and
practice competence of learners,
using remote and online ser-

vices.
This new agreement will look
to strengthen the relationship
between SOSE and CivTech,
and help deliver real positive
change within the south.  
SOSE’s chief executive, Jane
Morrison-Ross said: “This new
partnership with CivTech will
aim to provide inclusive 
opportunities for community
groups, third sector and public
sector organisations across the
south of Scotland to access 
innovation, or indeed create 
innovative solutions.

NetZero
“It reinforces our commitment
to innovation, NetZero and dig-
ital development, all of which
are key priorities which we
want the South of Scotland to
be leading on.”
Minister for business, trade,
tourism and enterprise, Ivan
McKee added: “As we navigate
our new digital landscape, we
must drive innovation in the
public sector by connecting it
to the nation’s tech talent, par-
ticularly small and mid-size 
enterprises and start-ups to 
deliver achievable and mean-
ingful results.
“This new partnership with
SOSE is another powerful ex-
ample of how Tech for Good can
be used in our communities to
deliver better public services and
improve the lives of citizens.”

Strategic partnership agreed

Advertise with the

E&L
it’s cheaper than you think!

Call 013873 80012 for details

Red Duster hoisted
at Gilnockie Tower

Gilnockie Tower proudly flies the Merchant Navy ensign



LANGHOLM Digs for Vic-
tory backed away from
transforming 'the Dump'
also known as Meikleholm
Playing Field into a com-
munity garden and allot-
ments because of its current
classification.
The site, which is on Caro-

line Street, had been looked
at by the community interest
group LDV, as a strong con-
tender for the community to
use as a garden and allotments
for growing chillis and more,
but, after Dumfries & Gal-
loway council researched the
site, it was found to be still
classified as an outdoor sports
facility.
Local resident, Liz Kean,

who lives near the site, set
up a petition to stop LDV's
plans from going ahead stating
it was the only place for chil-
dren to freely play football
on.
Many thought its presumed

success was the reason for
LDV stepping away from the
site, however, lobbyists of the
social enterprise, stated that
was not the case. 
A land inspection was car-

ried out on the land by Dum-
fries & Galloway council,
backed by The Langholm Al-
liance in support of the second
stage of LDV's community
asset transfer of the site.
It had been planned to be

conducted to ensure its safety
following documentation that
showed it was potentially con-
taminated.

Instead, the council said the
area was classified as an out-
door facility, and it was this
obstacle that changed LDV's
plans.

Open space
Council ward manager for 

Annandale East and Eskdale,
Stuart Hamilton said: "The
local development plan iden-
tifies the site as open space,
as an outdoor sports facility.
"Any proposal to redevelop

it would need to meet the
Scottish planning policy."
This would have meant us-

ing only part of the site, but
then also providing and paying
for a replacement for the area

lost, in addition to only con-
sidering using the site if no
other alternative could be
found.
If they considered reclassi-

fying the site, a new audit
would also have to take place
and there were no current
plans for the council to do
this.

Hoops
On the back of this, it was

decided that it was a better
option to walk away than
'jumping through a thousand
hoops' to change it.
Mark Hodgson of LDV 

explained the situation and
said they would look instead

for alternative venues for its
social enterprise.
"Unfortunately, a few things

have recently come to light
regarding the site; partly 
potential contamination issues
and partly a strategic planning
matter - with the site being
identified in the local devel-
opment plan as recreational
space," he said.
"These issues might not be

insurmountable, but combined
with the increased community
use over recent months, we
have decided it is best to 
explore other sites for the
proposed community garden
and allotments."
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Allotment plans ‘dumped’

Meikleholm Playing Field is known locally as ‘the dump’ as that is what it was in a previous existence

LANGHOLM People Project is about
to culminate in an exhibition, thanks
to contributions from local artists and
photographers both professional and
amateur.
Taking place at the Old Post Office

between 18 and 25 September, the
‘Langholm Facing Up' exhibition,
curated by OutPost Arts, will feature not
only three artist commissions but also
the work of its soon-to-be announced
portraiture competition winners.
It is all part of the project which has

aimed to bring awareness to Langholm
people from history, contrasted with
people from present times.
It will see parallels drawn between the

adversity faced by displaced Polish
people who resettled in Langholm
following the Second World War and the
collective challenges the community has
faced during the Covid-19 pandemic.
OutPost Art’s creative director Lucy

MacLeod, who is project manager with
the support of Sophie Jarzyna, a
descendant of one of the resettled Polish
men, said: ‘OutPost Arts is excited to
shine a light on Langholm’s people,
their important stories and experiences
in the face of adversity, both historic and

present day.”
It will not just be the competition

winners who will benefit though,
because, in the run-up to the exhibition,
school workshops at Langholm Primary
and Academy schools took place too.

Engagement
It saw young people encouraged to

engage with art and learn new creative
skills and insights with the three
commissioned artists - printmaker
Morag Eaton, multi-media artist Emily

Tough, and photographer Kyna Hodges.
The pupils learnt several new

techniques to create art from the trio,
including how to create their own
cyanotype or 'sun print' using a negative
image of themselves from Kyna.
All the workshop creations and

artwork from the project will feature in
the upcoming exhibition, as well as in
an accompanying book, which is being
made to commemorate the 400th
Anniversary of the signing of the
Langholm Charter.
The hardback book will include 400

portraits and it will be published and
donated to all local libraries to become
a ‘creative time-capsule’ for future
generations.
Local Film-maker Sian Yeshe will also

create a film charting the whole project’s
progress and this will be premiered at
the exhibition.
Part of OutPost Art’s larger ‘A

Creative Place’, it is all funded by
Holywood Trust, The Robertson Trust
and Muirhall Energy, while the
exhibition, book and film are sponsored
by Langholm Alliance.

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

The Langholm People Project culminates in an exhibition from 18 September

Langholm’s portrait of a people

Letters 
to the 
editor

May I through the cour-
tesy of your columns
say a big thank you to
the people of Langholm
who supported my pe-
tition to keep ‘the dump’
as a football pitch for
the children of the town.

Due to the short time
we had we didn’t man-
age to cover the whole
town, but with the help
of supporters we did
manage to collect over
400 signatures, which
will allow it to continue
in its current form.

Thank you all again.
Liz Kean

Contact:
danielle@eladvertiser.co.uk
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Muckle Toon Media
welcomes new chairman
An optimistic John Hammond picks up the reins of the E&L Advertiser
THE new chairman of the E&L Advertiser has welcomed a
new dawn at the paper as he hopes to entice new readers and
encourage growth.

John Hammond, whose back-
ground lies in business, took
over from fellow business 
entrepreneur, David Stevenson
about a month ago after David
made the decision to step back
from the role and focus on other
things.

Originally from Winchester,
John first visited Langholm in
1972 setting up Border Fine
Arts in 1974 and resettling here
in 1976.

While he no longer owns BFA,
he is a shareholder of Dartington
Crystal, which he used to own,
as well as being  chairman of
Gretna Green, plus there is still
much interest in the community
as he is the chairman of the
Langholm Community Centre
and Day Centre.

"I want to keep the paper run-
ning for the community it was
made for, it's very important to
everyone here and to have it
running since 1848 is a fantastic

feat despite challenges," he said.
"Those challenges include the

last year, it includes our takeover
of it from Cumberland News.
The last year has been extremely
tough, what with the almost
complete absence of advertising
revenue and a year of no events,
plus the ever increasing costs
of keeping it going.

"But it's about being optimistic
and looking at ways to develop
and adapt as a business."

He said there would be an 
opportunity for somebody to
work for the paper and sell ad-
vertising on commission, mean-
ing not only would it help the
community paper but it would
also put money back into the
community.

He has many more ideas on
how to grow the E&L, including
evolving the paper's engagement
with technology, in social media,
and even widening its
circulation.

"We've got to get better," he
added.

"There are so many people
who want easier access to their
news, that includes those looking
online and those further afield.

Challenge
"It would be great to get as

many people interested in our
valleys as possible and that's
the challenge, we want people
to sit up and take notice of
what's around them and what's
here - it's such a beautiful place
and there's plenty going on, we
must get more people 
interested."

John is not new to the paper
as he first got involved in the
Community Interest Company
when the E&L Advertiser sep-
arated from the Cumberland
News.

He believes that between him-
self, the new community editor
of the paper, Danielle Kenneally,
and all the team involved with
the paper, there is so much more
that can be offered and achieving

greater reach by way of this, is
within the paper's grasp.

"We're a great paper and David
has done a fantastic job, now a
new era has dawned with myself
and with our new editor on
board I think it's going to be
even more exciting," he said.

"Scotland will be getting back
to normal, so that's something
to look forward to and the paper
must rise to that challenge.

"We need the community to
support us though, so that we
can support them, these are 
important times that we have
ahead of us, and between us
and the community. We need
to stick together to ensure quality
local news is still printed for
future generations to come."

● Any support from the com-
munity is always appreciated,
so if you would like to write a
story, send in a photo, have
something you would like to get
off your chest, please get in
touch with us on 013873 80012

Online subscriptions to the

are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read

anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT!  

John Hammond takes over as chairman of Muckle Toon Media

Inspired by Nature
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By Gilly Fraser

TWO of the brightest talents
in the south of Scotland have
come together to stage a
unique joint exhibition.

‘Inspired by Nature’ features
the work of renowned artist
Wendy Patterson and acclaimed
photographer Caroline Blackie.

Both women have a passion
for wildlife and say they’re
blessed to live in an area which
is not only beautiful but also
abundant in flora and fauna.

“We decided to work together
on this exhibition because we
share the same love for nature,”
said Wendy.

“It’s been fascinating to see
how we each view the world,
with Caroline capturing amaz-
ing sights and moments through
the lens of her camera, while I
use paintbrush and colour pen-
cils to interpret what I see.”

The exhibition is being staged
at The Brox, half a mile north
of Newcastleton, from today
until Sunday, from 11am to
4pm each day.

There will be an opportunity
to buy a range of exclusive
works as well as mounted pho-
tographs and prints. 

Covid regulations will be in 

place so visitors are asked to
wear masks indoors and 
observe social distancing. Hand
gel will also be readily 
available.

Caroline Blackie and Wendy 
Patterson have combined their 
talents to curate the exhibition

‘Inspired by Nature’
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C&D Auctions Marts held their
annual special sale of lowland
breeding sheep on 1 September.
A fantastic entry of breeding
sheep met a very keen demand,
with customers galore from Devon
to Orkney, looking for quality sheep
with stretch and power. The sale
was led at £320 apiece for four
outstanding Beltex x Charollais
gimmers from R & M Paterson,
Upper Auchenlay, who sold others
at £300 and £280. Followed closely
by J & C Hastings, Kilncroft who
sold pure Texels to £300 and £250.
Incorporated in the sale was the
annual special prize show and sale
of North of England Mules, Scotch
Mules and Texel x gimmers. The
show was ably judged by Stuart
Runciman, Elmbank, with awards.
Prize List:
Texel x: 1st - E & A Graham,
Upper Mains - £200, 2nd - J & D
Longlands Ltd, Tone Hall - £185
and 3rd - J Gascoigne, Knells -
£158
Scotch Mule: 1st - S Lake, Abbey
Moss - £160
North of England Mule: 1st -
TW & TB Edgar, Whitton - £200
and 2nd - TW & TB Edgar, Whitton
- £190
Principal prices:
Ewes: Texel £200 Whitstonehill.
Mule £136 Chapel, £132 Port O
Spittal, £120 Spoutbank & Hards
Cottage, £118 Grainhead & Chapel
& Ragithwhaite.
Cheviot Mule £134 Chapel.
Zwartble £118 Little Mark.
Suffolk £102 Ragithwhaite.
Gimmers
Charollais £320, £300, £280,

£200 Upper Auchenlay, £205 Whit-
stonehill.
Texel £300, £290 Kilncroft, £195,
£192 Shankfieldhead, £194 Hall-
burn.
Beltex £240, £220 Threeburn-
ford.
Texel x Cheviot Mules £200,
£190 Upper Mains.
Mule £180 Whitton, £177 Muir-
side, £172 Hallburn, £165 Brigg
Farm House, £160 Abbey Moss.
Suffolk £172 Hallburn.
Cheviot Mule £152 Towcett, £150
Annanhill.
Zwartble £125 Hoscote Estate.
Also included in the day’s sale
were two quality dispersals from
Messrs Taylor, Dashwell Green
and Messrs Squair, Lower Killernie,
with both consignments being
turned out to perfection, a testament
to their stockmanship.
The Dashwell Green run of sheep
met huge demand selling two shears
at £220, three shears at £192, four
and five shears at £164, tups to
£380, with the complete run of
Texel x ewes averaging £178.
Texel two shear £220, £218, £205,
£192, £185
Texel three shear £192, £182
The Lower Killernie sheep again
met a huge demand with Texel
gimmers to £210, Dutch Texel gim-
mers to £200 and Beltex gimmers
to £210. Dutch Texel ewes sold to
£190 and Texel ewes to £180. Bel-
tex tups to £580 x2 and Texel tups
to £480.
Texel gimmers £210, £200
Beltex gimmers £210.
Dutch Texel gimmers £200, £190,
£185.

Dutch Texel one crop £190.
Texel one to three crop £180.

C&D Auction Marts Limited had
forward 8,221 sheep comprising
of 3,619 spring lambs and 4,602
cast ewes and rams at their weekly
sale at Longtown last Thursday.
A small entry of cast cows were
forward and continued to sell at
recent rates. The sale topped at
148p and £932 for Limousin cows
shown by TN & F Cowan & Son,
The Ash, Roadhead.
A larger show of 3,619 new sea-
son spring lambs were forward to
another increased ring of pur-
chasers, ensuring all classes of
lambs were well catered for and
being a very similar trade on the
week.
Top price per kilo of 320p
achieved for Beltex lambs shown
by JA & LA Thompson, Woodhead,
Scaleby.
Top price per head of £170 for
Suffolk lambs consigned by HM
Martindale, The Land, Ecclefechan.
All classes of well finished prime
lambs are sought after.
An overall sale average of 238.4p
(SQQ 236.3p).
Principal prices (per kilo): Beltex
320p, 310p Woodhead, 302p High
House, 292p Gallowberry, 289p
High House, 286p Morwood, 285p
Burn House & Woodhead.
Texel 276p High Wreay, 275p
Lingey Field, 274p Low Dunashery
& Cobble Hall Barn, 273p Burn
House, 272p Paddockhole, 271p
Lingey Field & Gibblaston.
Cheviot 265p Ballywilline, 263p
Maidencots, 254p Mount Benger,

246p Balure, 245p Lagalgarve.
Charollais 260p Shawhead, 258p
Low Dunashery, 257p Pretoria
Road & Cleughbraemill, 250p
Mains of Balhall.
Dutch Texel 256p High Lovelady
Shield.
Suffolk 255p Carsegowan, 250p
Kilnford Croft, 249p Tarrasfoot,
247p Ryehills, 246p Drumburn,
245p Tarrasfoot.
Ryeland 244p Hazelbank.
Cheviot Mule 240p, 238p Becks,
236p Little Galla & Falnash, 235p
White Knowe.
Dorset 240p Glenrath.
Herdwick 239p Waterloo, 229p
Crowdieknowe.
Blackface 237p Maidencots, 229p
Wanwood Hill, 224p Edges Green,
222p Glenrath & Allensgreen.
Hampshire 235p Rowanburnfoot.
Mule 234p Longlea, 233p Burn
House & Westernhopeburn, 232p
Edges Green, 231p Rowanburnfoot,
Westernhopeburn, Upperburnmouth
& Wanwood Hill, 230p Minsca.
Principal price (per head): Suffolk
£170 The Land, £125 Whins,
Carsegowan & Kilnford Croft,
£124 Fenton, £122 Tarrasfoot, £121
Archerbeck, £120 Shawhead.
Texel £156 Glenrath, £146, £145
Oaklands, £144 Kilnford Croft,
£138 Miller Hill, £136 Glenrath,
Shield Green & Watch Currock.
Charollais £133 Mains of Balhall,
£124 Low Dunashery, £119 Tin-
nishall & Mains of Balhall.
Beltex £129, £127, £123
Crawthat, £121 Woodhead, £120
Gallowberry, £119 Watch Currock
& East House.
Bluefaced Leicester £124 Nun-

scleugh.
Dorset £120 Glenrath.
Cheviot Mule £118 Becks, £111
Falnash, £108 Little Galla, £106
White Knowe.
Dutch Texel £118 High Lovelady
Shield.
Mule £110 Wanwood Hill, £109
Gibbs Hill, £105.50 Minsca, £105
Burn House.
Blackface £107 Glenrath, £96
Minsca, £92 Edges Green.
Cheviot £105 Balure.
A larger show of 4,602 ewes
were forward which saw mule ewes
slightly easier whilst heavy ewes
and feeding ewes were dearer on
the week.
Heavy ewes topped at £202 for
a fantastic pen of heavy pure bred
Texel ewes from Messrs N Robin-
son, High House.
Hill ewes sold to £104 for Black-
face ewes from A Murray & Sons,
Sewing Shields, Haydon Bridge.
Rams to £195 for Blue Texels
from M/s N Robinson, High House.
Numbers of ewes are required
for next week’s sale.
Heavy ewes: Texel £202 High
House, £192 Graceside, £190 High
House, £188 Sleetbeck Road &
Oldfield, £184 High House, £182
Catslackburn & Abbots Close, £180
Beckfoot.
Beltex £180 Longlea, £150
Farewell Grange.
Suffolk £168 Hillend, £136 View-
ley, £132 Oneholmes, £131 Hillend
& High Hall, £130 Guards.
Charollais £140 Viewley, £136
Beckfoot, £124 Abbots Close.
Bluefaced Leicester £130 High
House, £119 Laverockbank, £118

High House.
North Country Cheviot £122 Tar-
rasfoot & Dodgsonstown, £114
Northfield, £112 Dodgsonstown,
£110 Little Galla.
Zwartble £120 Townfoot.
Oxford £119 Guards.
Mule £117 Halplawkiln, £114
Ormiston, £113 Stobswood, £111
High Mossthorn, £110 Shawhead.
Cheviot Mule £112 Auchlin, £109
Moorhills & Outertown, £107
Gilston, £104 Tarrasfoot & Sund-
hope.
Light ewes: Blackface £104
Sewing Shields, £98, £90 One-
holmes, £86 Longlea, £84 Upper-
burnmouth.
Cheviot £97 Stobswood, £92,
£88 Hundhope, £88 Twislehope &
Hensol, £87 Tarrasfoot & Gallow-
berry, £85 Douglas Square &
Twislehope.
Lleyn £88 Dolpinston.
Easycare £83 Collielaw.
Swaledale £82 Lilburn Estate.
Lonk £82 Little Galla.
Rams: Blue Texel £195 High
House.
Bluefaced Leicester £194 Wan-
wood Hill, £170 Butterdales.
Texel £190, £160 Tercrosset, £155
Beckfoot.
Suffolk £178 Sundhope.
Cheviot £152, £130 East Rack-
wood Hill.
Averages: Lambs: Light to 263.0p
(194.4p), standard to 320.0p
(236.9p), medium to 292.0p
(238.6p), heavy to 280.0p (244.8p),
and overweight to 260.0p (231.5p).
Ewes: Light to £104.00 (£56.20),
and heavy to £202.00 (£94.96).
Rams: £195.00 (£111.39).

Around the marts

Women in farmingLove Lamb
Week

THE SEVENTH annual
Love Lamb Week took
place last week.

This year’s celebration of
Scotch lamb highlights its
sustainability credentials,
utilising the grazing found
in the hills and uplands and
the rainfall to produce a suc-
culent, tasty, local delight.

The week introduced the
next wave of Quality Meat
Scotland’s ‘Make it with Field
Cred’ and Agriculture and
Horticulture Development
Board’s “We Eat Balanced”
campaigns - both of which
have contributed to rising
red meat sales throughout
2021.

Writing on their website,
NFUS livestock policy man-
ager, Hannah Baker, called
on farmers, chefs, butchers,
supermarkets and con-
sumers to celebrate the
week all the way from farm
to fork.

She said: “Here in Scot-
land, sheep and farming are
almost synonymous.

“Regardless of whether
you live in the highlands or
the lowlands, it is hard to
look out at our currently 
sunny landscape without
seeing sheep.

“That is why celebrating
such a local, sustainable
product is a real opportunity
for the industry.”

She added: “The weather
and landscape in Scotland
make it one of the most
suitable places in the world
to sustainably farm and pro-
duce lamb locally and we
need to use every opportu-
nity we get to push that
message to the consumer.”

• To read the full blog, go
to:
https://www.nfus.org.uk/
news/blog/its-time-to-
celebrate-love-lamb-
week.

A VISION to make Scottish
agriculture fairer and more
inclusive has seen the devel-
opment of a personal devel-
opment programme for 
women.
The course for this year, which
starts in October, is already
full, however, applications for
2022 are now live.
It aims to support women liv-
ing or working in agriculture
in Scotland to build their con-
fidence, enhance their skills,
and develop their leadership
abilities.
Funded by the Scottish gov-
ernment, the ‘Be Your Best
Self’ programme has been de-
veloped as an integral part of
its vision to make Scottish agri-
culture a fairer, more inclusive
industry.
It is hoped it will be one
where farm succession is not
determined by gender, and
where training is accessible to
everyone, with the eventual
aim to see more women take
on senior roles in agricultural
organisations.
NFU Scotland’s head of policy
Gemma Cooper who said: “It

is fantastic to see Scottish 
government further invest in
the development of 
women in agriculture in Scot-
land.
“From personal experience,
this is an excellent programme
and one that any woman work-
ing in Scottish agriculture
should consider.”

Pilot
The programme follows a
successful pilot run in 2019-
20 and will support up to 200
women over the next two years.
Several team members 
within NFU Scotland partici-
pated in the pilot, including 
Ms Cooper.
She said: “This course is the
next stage from work carried
out by the Women in Agricul-
ture Taskforce, a panel which 
included past NFUS President,
Andrew McCornick.
“The pilot courses had excel-
lent feedback and I know they
were a huge benefit to those
who attended them.  
“Investment such as this can
only be a positive thing for 
industry and for organisations

such as NFUS as it will help
ensure that talented individuals
are enabled to progress in their
careers and in representative
organisations.

• More details and the appli-
cation form can be found at
https://www.ruralpayments.or
g/publicsite/futures/topics/all-
schemes/women-in-agricul-
ture.

NFU Scotland's livestock policy manager Hannah Baker



Thursday September 9, 2021 7 

Talk to the
Tarras team

Community
Café reopens
CANONBIE community cafe
will be reopening on Tuesday.
Open from 1.30-4pm every

Tuesday onwards, it will be the
first time the cafe has been
open since lockdown.
Visitors can look forward to

a great atmosphere with hot
drinks and freshly baked goods
in a newly renovated café,
thanks to a grant received from
Beckburn Windfarm community
fund.
Upgrades have been made to

the electrics, while the flooring
has been replaced, plus a new
service desk has been installed.

Sub station
extension
A PLANNING application has
been submitted by SP Energy
Networks to extend the existing
Langholm sub station on Caroline
Street.
The application asks to erect

new 2.7m palisade boundary 
security fencing around the ex-
isting network poles feeding the
site.
• Those wishing to make a com-
ment on the proposals, which
can be found on the Dumfries
& Galloway council website,
must do so by 23 September.

Drop in every Wednesday for a chat
LOCALS are being invited
to pop by the Welcome to
Langholm shopfront to dis-
cuss any ideas and queries
with the new recruits of
the Tarras Valley Nature
Reserve.
Angela Williams, Kat Mayer,

and Jenny Barlow will be on
hand every Wednesday 
between 2pm and 4pm for
people to drop-in and talk to
them.
Jenny said it was an 

opportunity to come along,
meet them, and find out what
was happening and ask any
questions. 

Regular
“We were keen to have a

regular slot, somewhere
where people would be more
likely to come visit us, at a
time that was accessible,”
she said.
“People can always contact

us by phone and email still
and they can find that infor-
mation online, but this is 
another option.”

Steady flow
The drop-in sessions began

around three weeks ago and
Jenny said they had, so far,
on each of the weeks, had a
steady flow of people.
“It’s been nice to meet peo-

ple and I feel being in this
environment has mean that
we’ve been able to talk to
people about a lot of things.
“There’s been ideas and

suggestions around the Sitka
trees and removing them 
before they grow into too
much of a woodland and talk-
ing about it here has been
helpful in finding out when
and who could volunteer.
“It’s not just been about

talking about the Tarras Valley
though, it’s also been about

getting to know people and
finding out about the town 
itself.”
There are plans to have

more drop-ins out and about
in the community, including
at the next Love Langholm
Local market, the Langholm
Chilli Club Festival, and even
at a local pub.
“We’re looking forward to

talking to people and hearing
what they have got to say,”
added Kat.

Opportunity
“It’s not just a great oppor-

tunity for locals but a great
opportunity for us.”
Jenny added: “If there’s

more places we can be to
meet people, we’re open to
listening to them.
“We want to be flexible and

work with the community.”

IN BRIEF

JOIN OUR TEAM
STEER YOUR CAREER IN A NEW DIRECTION

£10.50
PER HOUR

We are looking for experienced and trainee bus 
drivers to join our growing team. 

If you fancy a new career and would like to become a trainee bus 
driver, we offer training up to the value of £2000* combined with 
helpful assistance to guide you through the process. Roles are 
available in our Galashiels, St Boswells and Berwick-upon-Tweed 
depots. *T&C’s apply

Contact:
info@bordersbuses.co.uk
call us on 01896 754350 
or scan the QR code 
to visit our careers site.

The Tarras Valley team so far - Angela Williams, Jenny Barlow 
and Kat Mayer
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WITH the full intention of
having fun, charity
fundraisers Lois Lane and
Catherine Lithgow from
Canonbie took part in the
Lake District Mighty Hike
on Saturday in aid of
Macmillan.
Along with Lois’s sister and
niece, Julia and Bethan
Wilkins, who travelled up
from Devon, the group
walked from Dalemain
House, around Ullswater, to
Lowther Castle - a total of
26 miles. 
“We did it,” said Lois.
“We had loads of fun, even
though we know parts of the
walk was tough.
“It had a couple of steep
hills along the route and was
a challenge in various 
degrees to those of us in
our 50s, but we joined hun-
dreds of others on the long
walk and managed it.”
The quartet arrived at 
Dalemain House ready for
their 7.30am start time on a
route they described as
‘beautiful, with stunning views
which made those steep 
uphill sections worthwhile’.
Lois said: “The walk was
amazingly well organised
from the well-marked route
to the sparklingly clean loos,
copious snacks, tasty food
at lunch and dinner, and
such cheerful marshals along
the way.
“It was a hard at times, 
especially the second half
where the path was very
rocky and steep, but then
the last few miles were a
gradual uphill slog and worth
it for the view back across
Ullswater.”
It took them twelve hours
to complete the walk and
they crossed the finish line
at 7.30pm.
However, it was not their
walking prowess that got
people talking, it was a
unique hat worn by one of
the group.
“Catherine is well known
for her fundraising for MS
society and wearing a traffic
cone on her head and though
her outfit on Saturday was
quite tame for her, her hat
was still particularly notice-
able, so it meant we always
knew where she was,” added
Lois.
“It was also a talking point
with lots of comments from

other walkers.”
They took on the challenge
to raise money for the work
that Macmillan do, supporting
those with cancer.
“It's something that has
touched all our lives in one
way or another and we want
to help others who are in
need of the services that
Macmillan offer,” said Lois.
“I personally took on this
challenge as I am so grateful
that Macmillan is there pro-
viding support to those who
need it, but also in memory
of loved ones.
“We met and chatted to so
many others along the way
with such moving stories of
why they were doing the
walk too.
“It really was amazing to
be taking part, it’s not an
easy walk, but we did it.”
Lois also raised money by
selling eggs and jam, while
Catherine has been doing
some babysitting and bak-
ing.
Overall, more than £1,400
has been raised thanks to
donations and sponsorships,
plus more from those who
have donated to their Just
Giving page.
The group said they were
hugely grateful to everyone
who supported and encour-
aged them along the way.

• To donate, visit
https://www.justgiving.com
/fundraising/Loisandco-
arewethereyet.

By Stuart Tedham

On a beautiful sunny morn-
ing, avid rambler, Stuart
Tedham left Langholm 
eager for a challenging
day’s walk in the Moffat
Hills.

I first headed north to the
foot of the impressive ‘Grey
Mare’s Tail’, a 60-metre-high
waterfall that towers above
the valley below.
The initial path up the side
of the waterfall is a very steep
and narrow path that leads
right past the very top of the
falls and onwards along the
stream towards the hidden
but very picturesque Loch
Skeen, the highest loch in
the southern uplands.
It was from here on the
marshy banks of Loch Skeen
that I commenced the ‘White
Coomb’ walk, an engaging
hill walk high above 
Loch Skeen, that the Daily
Telegraph in 2009 included
amongst Britain’s finest half
day walks. This path from
Loch Skeen towards

‘Lochcraig Head’ was terribly
wet and it can be quite difficult
to transverse the bogs. I was
quite lucky that the recent
dry weather had helped,
though I can imagine during
the winter or a very wet sea-
son, this path can be near
impossible to cross. Eventu-
ally though I reached the bot-
tom of ‘Lochcraig Head’ and
I followed the path - the entire
White Coomb walk follows
stonedyke walls, making it
easier not to stray off the
path - up the very steep hill.
‘Lochcraig Head’ is a heavy
going climb, but eases 
towards the top of the hill.
There is a medium sized
cairn near the summit that
provides a spectacular view
upon both Loch Skeen and
the ‘Grey’s Mare Tail’ beyond.
It’s a nice spot to have a
short rest after that arduous
climb from the bogs below.
I then followed the path
down from the top of
‘Lochcraig Head’ onto the
marshy ‘Talla Nick’ before
climbing back up the side of
‘Firthybrig Head’. The path

from here over the moors
continues over a long 
ridge towards ‘White Coomb’,
a ‘Crobett’ and the highest
of the Moffat Hills at 820 me-
tres. 
There is a much easier gra-
dient in the path towards the
final climb of ‘White Coomb’
and again the views from the
top were pretty impressive
in all directions.
The final descent down from
the top of ‘White Coomb’ can
be very difficult in places -
particularly at the ‘Rough
Craigs’ which is a steep 
descent down a staircase
fashioned from local stone.
The final section reconnects
with the original path just
above the Grey Mare’s tail,
though to get there, you will
have to cross the stream by
standing over various stones
to get across.
This walk in all took me
seven hours to complete and
was both engaging and 
rewarding experience
throughout.
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Above and below: Different views of White Coomb

Julia and Bethan Wilkins walked with Lois Lane and Catherine Lithgow

Macmillan Mighty Hike
Canonbie fundraisers Lois, Catherine and friends walk a gruelling 26 miles 

A challenging day’s walk
Langholm’s Stuart Tedham takes us on a walk where the grey mare waves her tail

Above: Stuart with Loch Skeen in the background
Below: Loch Skeen, the highest loch in the Southern Uplands at 510m

The impressive, 60m high 
Grey Mare’s Tail waterfall

On the banks of Ullswater

Off to a good start Completed successfully after 12 hours and 26 miles
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City of Culture bid by
Borderlands councils

Jazz improv
sessions
INNOVATIVE and fun jazz
and improv sessions are com-
ing to the Eskdalemuir com-
munity hub next Friday.
Singing tutor, Jilly Jarman

of Blue Jam Arts, is returning
to the hub for a series of ex-
citing and creative exploration
of voice.
Each session of experimental

jazz and improvisation will
work with both well-known
and traditional music from a
variety of cultures.
Jilly’s speciality is helping

those of us who feel they can-
not sing to find their own voice
and to find the courage to
playfully and musically engage
with others.
It is due to take place every

Friday monthly, for two hours.

• The first session takes place
on 17 September between
7.30pm and 9.30pm, with the
price per session being £7.50
on the door - subsidised by
the Eskdalemuir Expressive
Arts.

Painting for
Pleasure
returns
AFTER an 18 month enforced
break, Painting For Pleasure
has announced that they will
have a phased return.
It will begin on Wednesday

29 September, and thereafter
on the last Wednesday of the
month - 27th October and 24
November - after which they
will decide the way forward.
Art Club president Eileann

Bloomer said: “We would like
to welcome everyone back,
and anyone who wishes to
come along for the first time.
“It's very informal, and we

can let you try different medi-
ums until you find one that's
right for you.
“You don't need to be a

Michaelangelo, just have a bit
of enthusiasm and we'll do
the rest.”
Covid restrictions will apply

and while they are unable to
supply refreshments, they sug-
gest that, initially, those who
attend bring their own with a
kettle available for use.

• Sessions of Art for Pleasure
cost £3 and take place at
The Studio, Maxwell Place,
between 1pm and 3pm on
the last Wednesday of the
month.

BORDERLANDS has been
confirmed as one of 20 City
of Culture bids for 2025.
A cross-border bid by Dumfries

and Galloway, Scottish Borders,
Northumberland, Cumbria and
Carlisle City councils has this
week been confirmed as one of
20 entries in the running to be
declared the UK’s next City of
Culture.
The prestigious competition,

delivered by the UK Govern-
ment in collaboration with the
devolved Scottish and Welsh
governments and Northern 
Ireland executive, uses culture
as a catalyst for levelling up
areas outside London and putting
new parts of the UK on the cul-
tural map internationally.
The Borderlands bid is being

given strong support by 
Dumfriesshire MP David
Mundell, who welcomed the
confirmation.
“It’s great to get this confir-

mation that the Borderlands for-
mal expression of interest is
amongst the 20 to go forward
for shortlisting, with the winner
of the competition being 
announced next year," he said.
“The competition looks set to

be tough, but I believe the 
Borderlands is in a strong posi-
tion to make a winning bid, and

there is no doubt that being
crowned the UK’s next City of
Culture would be a great acco-
lade which would recognise
some of the extraordinary cre-
ativity we have here in 
Dumfriesshire and across the
wider Borderlands region."
There is a strong field of 

entries, with bids from every
corner of the UK, including two
other Scottish bids from Stirling

and the Tay Cities region, and
other entries from Armagh City,
Banbridge and Craigavon, 
Cornwall, Great Yarmouth &
East Suffolk and Powys.
“Apart from the strong cultural

offer that will underpin it, the
fact that the Borderlands is mak-
ing a cross-border bid gives it a
particular uniqueness that should
help it stand out from the rest
of the pack,'" added Mr Mundell.

“Past winners of City of 
Culture status, like Hull and
Coventry, have seen significant
and long-lasting benefits, 
including millions of pounds in
capital investment to support
cultural projects, big increases
in tourism, more local jobs and
an enhanced sense of civic pride.
“Being crowned the UK’s City

of Culture 2025 would be just
the boost Dumfriesshire and the
wider Borderlands region needs
at this time, helping put culture
at the heart of social and eco-
nomic recovery, and I look for-
ward to giving our local bid all
the support I can over the weeks
and months ahead.”

Cross-border collaboration to bring prestigious award home

Kayla achieves distinction in music diploma

Cross-border counties bid for City of Culture for the Borderlands
Photo: Andrew Smith, National Geographic

A SHOCKED and elated teenager
has told of her pride at achieving
a diploma at the age of just 14.
Canonbie local, Kayla McVittie,

passed her exams at a younger
age than the norm, which is usually
university age, despite disruptions
caused by the Covid pandemic.
Kayla achieved a distinction in

her diploma, but had to contend
with two exam cancellations before
she was finally able to achieve the
results.
“It means a lot to me that I have

been able to do them and pass
them so young,” she said.
“I got so many congratulations

after getting 90% and my granny
got me some jewellery as a well
done, it’s lovely to see the work
I’ve done be realised.”
She attends the Scottish Academy

of Music in Gretna with tutor Zelda
Hill, where she has also been learn-
ing to read music and, soon, play
the piano.
Now 15-years-old, she recently

performed at the Common Riding
concert at the Buccleuch Centre.

“I’ve just started my fifth year at
Langholm Academy and although
I’ve not chosen to study this in
school, I know I’ve got the result
needed to take myself further with
it,” added Kayla.
“It was exciting and scary and I

was shocked by the result but it’s
something I’ve always wanted to
do, to perform.
“I’m going to look towards 

doing an associateship next and
perhaps audition for the Scottish
Conservatoire in Glasgow later.”
Her associateship for musical 

theatre is being looked at to be
completed later this month.
Kayla’s mum, Leonna McVittie,

said she was extremely proud of
her daughter.
“I’m ecstatic, she’s the only mu-

sical person in the family, so it’s a
shock she’s got this talent, she’s
incredible,” she said.
“She started when she was 13

on Grade 5, before skipping to
Grade 8 and then to diploma and
you can just see and hear her
talent – I’m so proud of her.” Kayla McVittieof Canonbie studies with Zelda Hill at the Scottish Academy of Music in Gretna

IN BRIEF
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Shining a light on 
suicide prevention
Campaigner Frank Ritchie talks from the heart on the importance of awareness
To raise awareness of mental health and suicide prevention,
campaigner, Frank Ritchie, gives his story and  views on
why there is an even greater need, post pandemic.
I want to encourage those in

emotional torment to reach out
and seek help.
I’m involved with a number

of organisations where help is
available and I want people to
know how to access them.
My world collapsed when my

son, Alan, took his own life at
Lockerbie Railway Station, in
June 2015, aged 31.
The impact of this made me

want to highlight the importance
of making simple small talk
with someone who appears to
be in distress. A simple ‘are
you okay?’ might save a life.
I read about Steve Mallen,

who set up a charity called Zero
Suicide Alliance after losing his
son, Ed, to suicide.
Among their services, the char-

ity offers a free twenty-minute
video course to give people the
knowledge and confidence to
help someone who is contem-
plating taking their own life.
Often people may observe

someone very upset at a bridge,
or riverside or railway platform
and they may feel that there is
nothing they can do, and simply
turn away.
Over one million people have

watched the video and benefitted
from the advice offered.
The video highlights the 

importance of making simple
small talk with someone in 
obvious distress. Even a simple
‘are you okay?’ might draw
someone who is intending to
end their life into conversation.
“There is always help, there

is always hope,” can lead the
conversation.
For me, I understand sign-

posting where help is available
is so important.
Talking to family and friends

or organising a consultation with
your GP, call to Samaritans, go-
ing to the nearest hospital, A&E 
Department.
Plus, the NHS website 

Breathing Space is helpful and 

the website Headspace is also
there to help.

Support
I’m involved in the Suicide

Bereavement Support, for
Cumbria and its surrounding
areas. It offers self-help support
where you can meet others 
bereaved by suicide.
The charity provides an 

opportunity to listen, to share,
to gain understanding and to 
connect with others.
Suicide accounts for almost

four times as many deaths as
those resulting from road traffic
accidents in the UK.
Each suicide is thought to 

affect six to 14 people - parents,
partners, children, siblings,
friends, work colleagues, teach-
ers, health care professionals.
This means that for every ten

suicides, between 60 and 140
people are affected as a result
of these deaths.
Sadly, statistics show that those

bereaved by suicide actually
have an increased risk of suicide
themselves. The Covid-19 pan-
demic is anticipated to create a
dramatic escalation of mental
health challenges.
Myself, I attend regular zoom

meetings where other survivors
can connect, listen, discuss and
develop ways of managing their
own grief, in a compassionate
and understanding environment.
Before lockdown the group

met for an evening once a month
in Carlisle. It is hoped this
method will return soon. I live
in Lockerbie and know that
other people from Dumfries and
Galloway have and will in future
attend these meetings.
I am a devoted ukulele ‘hummer
and strummer’ and I continue
to raise funds for a number of
mental health charities. It is part
of my life now and I want to
help and reach out to as many
people as possible who are look-
ing for help.

Suicide prevention campaigner, Frank Ritchie
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Alan Ritchie took his own life at the age of 31

■ Suicide Bereavement Sup-
port was established in 2019
and runs a volunteer-led ser-
vice by people who have been
touched by suicide themselves.
This experience enables them
to connect with others.
Their aim is to provide a plat-

form for people to find support
in whatever form works for
them. This may be reading the
information on their website or
by coming to one of their group
meetings or through their closed
Facebook group or by occasional
email or phone contact.
Whichever way, the main thing
is to do what feels right at any
point in time.
While they serve people who

have been bereaved by suicide
in Cumbria, they understand
that no similar groups exist in
North Lancashire or South Scot-
land, so people can contact them
if they are from Cumbria's sur-
rounding areas.
Their two primary points of

contact are John Purdie and
Karan Smith.
Contact John on 07572 975

721 and Karan on 07896 703
757 or email hello@sbs.org.uk
or visit their website at
www.sbs.org.uk.

■ Every day, Samaritans vol-
unteers respond to around
10,000 calls for help.
They are available day or night,

for anyone who is struggling to
cope, who needs someone to
listen without judgement or pres-
sure. They provide the tools for
people to cope and the skills to
be there for others.
In prisons, schools, hospitals

and on the rail network, 
Samaritans are working with
people who are going through
a difficult time and training 
others to do the same.
During 2020, more than 20,000

people volunteered their time
for Samaritans.
Over 16,200 trained listening

volunteers responded to calls
for help.
Over 3,200 volunteers sup-

ported the running of 201
branches.
Over 1,000 prisoners volun-

teered as trained listeners.
Every life lost to suicide is a

tragedy, and Samaritans’ vision
is that fewer people die by 
suicide.
If you are feeling low 

and want to talk to someone,
Samaritans offers a freephone
listening, compassionate service,
by phoning 116 123 or by email-
ing jo@samaritans.org.

■ Around since 1923, Scottish
Association for Mental
Health, has been Scotland’s
national mental health 
charity.
They work today in over 60

communities, with adults and
young people providing mental
health social care support, ser-
vices in primary care, schools
and further education, among
others. These services together
with their national programme
work in See Me, respect me,
suicide prevention and active
living and it informs their policy
and campaign work to influence
positive social change.
Whether it is for support, or

more information for a loved
one, or to just have a chat about
mental health, the charity is
there to help.
Their services are person-

centred and based on an ethos
of recovery. It can include peer
support, therapeutic horticulture,
and mental health outreach.
Give SAMH a call on 0344

800 0550 from 9am-6pm, 
Monday to Friday, email them
on info@samh.org.uk, or visit
their website at
samh.org.uk/info.
For details of their local ser-

vices get in touch on 0141 530
1000, available 9am-5pm, 
Monday to Friday.

■The Zero Suicide Alliance
is a collaboration of National
Health Service trusts, chari-
ties, businesses and individ-
uals who are all committed
to suicide prevention in the
UK and beyond.
They are an alliance of people
and organisations coming to-
gether around one basic prin-
ciple: suicide is preventable.
The ZSA is ultimately con-
cerned with improving support
for people contemplating sui-
cide by raising awareness of,
and promoting, free suicide
prevention training accessible
to all. The aims of this training
are to enable people to identify
when someone is presenting
with suicidal thoughts or 
behaviour, to be able to speak
out in a supportive manner,
and to empower them to sign-
post the individual to the correct
services or support.
Though they are not a service
and unable to offer support or
clinical advice, they aim to
provide resources designed to
support wider suicide preven-
tion work.
For more information, visit
https://www.zerosuicideal-
liance.com/.

Frank Ritchie and his son Alan

There is 
always help, 

there is 
always hope

”

“



Dare-devilment
(continued)

At about six o’clock Adam
Waldie, who joined us on
technical matters being keen
on science, as you will find out
later, came to our house very
excited and shouting the wood
is on fire.
Terrified at the news we ran to
the pool corner where we would
get a good view. Sure enough
the large fir was on fire. It was
also apparent as to where the
blame would be laid. Everyone
knew who played there and
knowing that really shook us.
People would believe it was a
deliberate act, and it was not.
We really were careful. Some-
one mentioned the police. 
Unlike the young of today we
were afraid of the police, well 
nervous at least.
By this time we could hear the
sound of axes. They were
felling that lovely tree to save
the wood from total destruction,
and it would be our fault. The
tree was felled and the fire went
out. We slunk home, that is the
best word to describe our move-
ment that night.
Next day was bright and warm
so a few of us went to have a
look at the big tree. When we
got there Jock Burnett and Jim
Reid were cutting the trunk into
lengths so Jim’s horse could
drag the timber to the edge of
the wood. As they used their big
crosscut saw Jock Burnett
looked up, without slowing
down his cutting action, and
said these immortal words
“Back to the scene of the crime
eh”. No questions were asked
nor were they required. We all
scampered like frightened rab-
bits. 
It was pretty clear the arrow
had found its target. We were,
and still are, eternally grateful to

Jock and Jim for nothing was
ever said of that night or what
might have been. In telling this
story now there are not so many
left to remember that night.
With nature taking her toll and
the war thinning the population.
Still there will be some who
learn something which was a
mystery all those years ago.
The names of our gang who
have not survived are John
Young, my sister Nanny, Adam
Waldie, Enid Cowan. Sadly
Jock Burnett did not live many
years after our fire. Jim Reid
lived until about 1985.

A selfish act
John Young, Jim Ovens and I
went camping down on the
banks of the Wauchope. In those
days there were two or three
open spaces of grass but garages
fill them now. We set up camp
on one of these next to the
greenhouse of Tom Johnstone.
The tent was erected and I had
been home to collect blankets,
pillows etc. Bear in mind we
were less than one hundred and
fifty yards from home.
It was a cracking night. Warm,
calm, balmy even and next to
the river where we waded till
bedtime. As night wore on it got
hotter and hotter in the tent. To
add to our discomfort, we tied
the tent flaps, well you don’t
know what is roaming the coun-
tryside at night when your mind
is full of all sorts of things.
What I am really saying is we
were a wee bit afraid. First time
in a tent you see. The tent was
full of spiders, woodlice, worms
and ants by the hundred. Boy
can they bite or sting.
The night wore on and I could
not sleep so I decided enough
was enough, I was going home.
I pulled all the bedding off John
and Jim. “What are you doing?”
they shouted. “These are mine”
I said “and I’m going home”.

We had no ground sheet or any-
thing like that so I took every-
thing. I ought to have left the
bedding behind. I know I should
have left some behind but at 11
years of age it was my stuff and
home it went.
Because John and Jim could
not sleep they went to the
Langholm Bridge and finding a
barrel, or more likely a metal
drum, they went sailing. At that
time neither could swim and
one shudders to think what
might have happened to them.
The fact that John had fallen
through the ice during the pre-
vious winter at Meikleholm
Pool would have been a lesson
but boys will be boys.

Near tragedy
On that occasion quite a few
were on hand to help break the
ice and get him out. The ice was
of such quality we could see
where he was. With plenty of
stones around to smash the ice
and get him out all was well. I
ran home with him and there is
always a funny side to near
tragedy. All through my life I
have found that to be true, as
you will see later on in my story.
In this case, because we had
been running, John’s coat tails
were frozen and sticking out be-
hind him as he ran. It just shows
what can happen if you have a
double vent in a jacket and be
unfortunate enough to go
through ice with frost still 
severe. The flap was frozen like
an open trap door. From my
point of view it was funny, 
unbelievable in fact and to hap-
pen in such a short space of time
illustrates the severity of the
weather. 

(to be continued)
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Times Past 

75 years: Langholm Town Band

Langholm Town Band held one of their Sunday tours on Sunday when programmes were played
in aid of the Band Instrument Fund at Dumfries and Lockerbie. Travelling by bus, the band went
first to Dumfries where they played in the Bandstand in Dock Park. Despite a counter attraction
– the CRI gardens were opened to the public in the afternoon – there was a large crowd in the
Park and the programme was greatly appreciated by the crowd, which included several well-
known Langholmites presently “exiled” in the county town. After the conclusion of the pro-
gramme the Band proceeded to Lockerbie where tea was served in Messers Steel’s Rex Café,
and subsequently the Band gave a programme in the Market Square. Here again there was a large
turn out of the townspeople and a considerable number of German POW’s who, judging by their
reception of each item rendered, enjoyed the programme very much indeed. A collection was
taken at both places which will be devoted to the Instrument Fund. 

50 years: Neil Armstrong

It is a long time since we heard any mention of Neil Armstrong, the first man on the moon, and
of any forthcoming Freedom of the Burgh ceremony here in Langholm. The news that Langholm
Town Council intended to create the “moon man” as first Freeman of the Muckle Toon, which
was described as the centre of the Armstrong country – as indeed it is certainly made the headlines
in both the United Kingdom and Foreign Press and it goes without saying that had such a cere-
mony come off, so to speak, it would have been given “coverage” then, not only nation-wide but
world-wide. What happened? Since Neil Armstrong and his fellow “moonwalker” made the initial
landing, America has sent others on similar successful space journeys and this in a sense has
taken a bit of the glamour from Neil Armstrong’s achievement. After all it was on 25th July, 1969
that Neil Armstrong and Edwin Aldrin raised “Old Glory” on the Sea of Tranquillity, and we
would have thought that the Freedom ceremony here in Langholm should have taken place before
now. However, this may have been impossible, but we hope that contact is still being made with
the Moonman and that an announcement will be made soon as to when this interesting ceremony
will take place. 

25 years: Benty Show
Russell Tod and his smooth haired Collie, Hope,
took the Dunning-White Challenge Cup for Best
Collie in Show, while his mother Catherine was
joint winner with Elizabeth Hogg for most points
in the knitting and sewing sections and father
Willie won the Megdale Challenge Cup for Best 
Blackfaced Sheep of Opposite Sex to Champion,
along with the Metcalf Challenge Trophy with Ian
Bell and the Dunning-White Silver Challenge 
Trophy for Best Group of three Blackfaced. But
Russell went on to top the lot by winning the Scott
of Glendarg Challenge Trophy for Overall Sheep
Champion. 

100 years: Ex-Service Men’s Club

A statement of accounts shows that the expenses of the purchase and re-erection of the Hut in
Henry Street, belonging to the Langholm and district Ex-Service Men were: - Price of hut £280;
transport, £30, plumber work £70 10s 7d; mason £144 5s 11d; slater, £16 15s; joiner £337 8s 1d,
painter 16s 1 ½ d; cost of site £30; total; £909 10s 8 ½ d. The amount received in various ways
towards the liquidation of the debt is £583 5s 9d, leaving outstanding £326 4s 11d. 

We resume our serialisation of Tommy Beattie’s memoirs

Mr and Mrs Sutherland of Holmwood House Hotel with neighbours in 1984Snow White and the seven dwarfs in 1984 at The Eskdale Hotel fancy dress party - Teresa Cowan, Pauleen Innes, 
Roddy Innes, Bob Forbes, Donald Bell, Barbara Bell, John Cowan and Margaret Forbes

Memories &
Milestones
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EDINBURGH Comedy Award Nominee
Olga Koch will perform at Heart of
Hawick.
Live Borders and Berk’s Nest an-
nounced the comic’s arrival at the venue
for her third show, Homecoming, in 
October. 
The show is part of a UK tour which
began with six nights at London’s Soho
Theatre. 
With her new passport in hand, Home-
coming will see Olga try to figure out
who she is as an immigrant and certified
teen drama queen, asking the question
‘What does it mean to belong and where
is home?’
Amidst a wave of acclaim and acco-
lades, Olga was nominated for the Best
Newcomer Award at the 2018 Edinburgh
Fringe with her debut hour, FIGHT - a
multimedia extravaganza that took her
audience through the making of modern
Russia.
It has since been commissioned and
aired as a special for BBC Radio 4 and
is being adapted as a sitcom for TV.

Olga’s sophomore hour If/Then debuted
at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival before
touring the UK and was nominated for
Best Show at Leicester Comedy Festival
and is being developed for television.
She has appeared on QI, Mock The
Week, plus many more and most recently
she released a podcast with BBC Sounds
called Tech Tech Boom and her very
own BBC Radio 4 show, Ok Computer. 
She said: “After various attempts to
bring this show to life, I, a stand-up co-
median who hopefully hasn't forgotten
how to do stand-up, cannot wait to bring
this feel-good extravaganza to an audi-
ence, who hopefully hasn't forgotten
how to laugh.”
Live Borders senior creative program-
mer, Jason Moyes said: “If you have
ever seen Olga Koch on Mock the Week
or QI or any of the other shows she’s
appeared on, you’ll have a good idea
how brilliant she is.
“We’re delighted to welcome her to
our Heart of Hawick theatre as part of
her national tour, and hope that bringing
live comedy to the region is something

we can do more of.”
• Tickets for the 15 October show at
Heart of Hawick are £14 from
https://bit.ly/3BNcGR0.
• Over 14s only – under 16s must
be accompanied by an adult.

“Windmills, what windmills?” This lovely photo was taken on Whita Hill by Tim Mann of Canonbie.
Camera: Mobile phone

The E&L Gallery

Olga Koch

Olga’s Homecoming in Heart of Hawick
ENTERTAINMENT
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To make a complaint about anything in The Eskdale and 
Liddesdale Advertiser, please visit the office on Langholm High
Street and speak to the community editor Danielle Kenneally.
Alternatively, please contact the company secretary
by email – secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk  or by writing to:-  

The company secretary, Muckle Toon Media, 
Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

BLINDS

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES

Ring office for an excellent service on
01461 337303

On time, on budget and extremely professional

All aspects
of Testing

Rewiring

All aspects
of Electrical

WorkSolar LED
Lighting

Renewables

D

LANGHOLM 
TOWN HALL 

(inside)
WEDNESDAYS:  10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS:  9am - 2pm
Access through rear door

_______________
Royal Bank of Scotland mobile van

Day Centre car park
Thursdays 11.45am - 12.25pm 
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CHIMNEY SWEEP

CUMBRIA METALS
FARM SCRAP

URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.
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COMPLAINTS

PUBLIC NOTICES

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows
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• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM
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www.dumgal.gov.uk

PLANNING
The applications, associated plans and documents can be viewed on-line  
by following the ePlanning link on the Council’s website at  
www.dumgal.gov.uk/planning.  Written comments may be made by email 
to PlanningRepresentations@dumgal.gov.uk or via the Council’s website, as 
noted above, by 23.09.2021 (Type A) 

Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended

Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2013, Reg 20(1) (A) 

Ref No/Type Address/Proposal

21/1750/FUL(A) Langholm primary sub station, caroline street, 
langholm - Change of use of land to form extension to existing sub station 
ground and erection of pallisade boundary fencing

AGM

Langholm RFC 

AGM
Friday 24th September 

Milntown, 7.30pm
All motions or amendments
to the constitution to be in
the hands of the secretary 7
days prior. 



Football
By Craig Pool

Langholm Legion FC 3 
Hawick Waverley 0

AFTER three weeks of inac-
tivity Langholm Legion FC
finally got their league cam-
paign back on track with a
win over current champions
Hawick Waverley.
There was a strong squad 

to pick from and having beaten
Waverley in a pre-season 
friendly, and the team sitting
top of the league, confidence
was high.
A good crowd turned up for

the League A home match and
it was all action from the start.
For 20 minutes there were no

scoring opportunities for either
side, but soon enough Langholm
were awarded a penalty when
Ali Little made a surging run
into the box only to be brought
down by a Waverley defender.
Brian Mattinson stepped up

to take the kick only to see the
Waverley keeper pull off a fine
save which he then doubled by
saving Keith Reid’s attempt
with the rebound.
Not long after, Mattinson was

shown a straight red card for
serious foul play.
With around 50 minutes of

the game to play and 10 men
the home side had to battle their
way to half time in order to get
organised and re-group for the
second half.
The second period started with

Langholm still pushing for an
advantage.
A quick attack into the 

Waverley box saw the game
turned on its head when the
Hawick keeper lashed out at
Dan Winter.
The ref immediately awarded

Langholm another penalty and
sent the keeper off.
Winter coolly slotted home

the spot kick giving Legion the
lead.
The Langholm lads really rose

to the challenge and Waverley
started to lose the plot.

Nine men
They were reduced to nine

men when their captain made a
somewhat inappropriate com-
ment to the referee and was
given his marching orders.
It meant Legion had the extra

man and they took full advan-
tage with Winter putting in a
superb ball through to Ali Little
who rounded the goalie and
side footed the ball into the
empty net.
A third followed when Winter

crossed from the right to the
back post, Reid on the spot

fired it home.
Manager Martin Thomlinson

said: “In the face of adversity
the lads, to a man, fought for
each other and the club 
and I couldn’t be prouder of
them.
“It’s a huge result that should

give us a great deal of confi-
dence going forward.”
Match Sponsor was Jock 

Millar and the matchball sponsor
was Langholm RFC.

Legion campaign 
back on track

Cricket
By John Bell

LANGHOLM beat Wigton
by three wickets on Saturday,
thanks to great contributions
from the team, particularly
both Steele brothers. 
Stand-in skipper Nicky

Piszczykiewicz opted to bat
after winning the toss and the
team started well despite the
loss of Stu Duggan for three.
Gregor Park and Tony Steele

brought the score to 74 before
Park fell for 32 chopping on
the bowling of Thomlinson.
Nicky P fell shortly after well

caught off Dixon for no score.
Dave Steele joined his brother

at the crease and they added 30
before Dave was stumped off
the bowling of McGuinness for
12.
The returning Duncan Elliott

soon followed and bowled off
Thomlinson for two.

John Bell was the next to go
for two with Tony Steele keep-
ing the scoreboard ticking.
It took a very sharp boundary

catch to remove Steele for a
brilliant 77.
James Stevens and Stevie

Johnstone added a few and
Langholm finished 147 for 7. 
It was Johnstone who got

Langholm off to a brilliant start
in the field, clean bowling Lau
for zero off just the fourth ball.
Rumney joined Manihera and

these two took the score to 42
before Manihera was bowled
by Tony Steele in his first over.
Langholm now began to toil

in the field with Rumney and
Manihera upping the run rate
and taking Wigton to 92 at
drinks and looking in a strong
position.
Dave Steele was brought back

on for his second spell after
drinks and made an immediate
impact taking two wickets in
the first over of his spell 

removing Rumney for 22, then
bowling Manihera two balls
later for 39.
His next over saw another

wicket getting Wilson caught
in the slips by Duncan Elliott
with the score on 104.
Wickets continued to fall with

McGuinness and Pearson taking
the score to 113 before Dave
took the final two wickets in
his tenth over, bowling both
McGuinness for eight and
Thomlinson for two.
Dave Steele finished with fig-

ures of six for 38, Tony Steele
three for 13 and Johnstone one
for 19.
A brilliant fight back from

Langholm’s bowlers after 
Wigton made easy work of the
run until the halfway point.
It sees Langholm move up to

third in the table with two
matches to go – the next is on
Saturday against Carleton at
home at 2pm.

Steele brothers excel

Winners and runners L-R -
Dougie Irving, Lauren Scott, George Beagly and Stevie Barker

Langholm
Old Town
LANGHOLM Old Town
Bowling held their last open
pairs tournament of the 
season on Sunday.
Glorious weather met with

excellent bowling and the
eventual winners were
Selkirk’s George Beagly and
Langholm Old’s Lauren
Scott.
It was an entertaining final,

with the winners beating 
Stevie Barker and Dougie
Irving, both from Langholm
Old, by just two shots. 
The beaten semi-finalists

were Kevin Irving and Alan
Aitken, both of Langholm
Old, and Gretna’s Paddy
Laing and partner.
After presenting the cup

and prizes to the winners,
president, Kevin Irving
thanked everyone involved
at the club for making it such
a successful day.
Robert Phillips was also

thanked for his sponsorship. 

Bowling 
Roundup

Langholm New Town L-R - Alistair Elliot, Janie Hotson, Paul Mitchell, Ian Scott, Duncan Ritchie

Langholm
New Town
A FULL entry list made up
the Tom Bell round-robin
pairs at the New Town 
Bowling green on Saturday.
Winners on the day were 

Copshaw’s Alistair Elliot and
Langholm New Town’s Janie
Hotson.
It is Janie’s first season at the

club and was a brilliant effort
by her to win an open 
competition.
In addition, it is also Alistair’s

third consecutive open pairs
competition win at the New
Town this year.
The worthy runners-up were

Duncan Ritchie and Ian Scott.
Beaten semi-finalists were

George Graham and Kenny Bell,
and Roddy Innes and 

Lawson Reid.
Thanks were given to

Langholm Social Club and 
Kevan Hotson for their spon-
sorship, the catering staff, the
green keepers, as well as the
volunteers who run the compe-
titions and the bar.
Plus, a special shout-out was

made to Paul Mitchell, as it
was his last tournament as 
president of the club.
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Ali Little is congratulated
Photo:Callum Graham

Callum’s the man
LANGHOLM Rugby FC’s
awards for the 2019/2020 
season saw Callum Henderson
sweep the board for all four
awards on offer.
He managed to take player of

the season, players player of
the season, young player of the
season and the man of the match
award. 

He said: “I’m very chuffed, it
was my first season for
Langholm, and it’s a really good
team, so it was a great achieve-
ment.
“I’d like to think there are

plenty more awards to come
but there are so many good 
players here, let’s focus on 
the season.” Callum Henderson



Paralympics
NEWCASTLETON’S Libby
Clegg has signed off from
her last ever Paralympic
running career with a sil-
ver medal.
Libby announced her retire-

ment just a day before win-
ning her fifth Paralympic
medal for the universal
4x100m relay, her first of this
year’s Tokyo Games.
Libby Clegg said: “22 years

ago I started on this journey.
“I’ve had successes and

failures, good times and bad,
I have experienced things
that I thought would only ever
be a dream.

“I used to measure success
with medals, now I measure
success with happiness.”
The British team came third

on the track, behind the Unit-
ed States, and behind the
People's Republic of 
China who were later dis-
qualified for an illegal han-
dover.
It meant Japan came third.
Libby’s medal haul over the

years includes multiple 
golds from the Paralympic 
Games, the IPC World 
Championships, the World
Cup, the IPC European 
Championships, and the 
Commonwealth Games.
Her brother also picked up

a third medal of the Games
in the past week – a silver in
the 100m butterfly S12 with
a time of 57.87 – adding to
the two bronzes he earlier
claimed in the 100m back-
stroke S12 and the 100m
freestyle S12.
He came just 0.06 seconds

behind the winner Ramen
Salei of Azerbaijan who won
with a time of 57.81.
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Rugby
By Kenneth Pool

Inverleith RFC 5 
Langholm RFC 28

IT was a winning start for
Langholm Rugby as they trav-
elled to Edinburgh to face 
Inverleith RFC in the first
match of their East league 2
campaign.

Inverleith proved to be a 
resilient outfit and provided a
good defence for much of the
match.

Langholm were a bit rusty
after their long lay-off but they
managed a number of attacking
moves in the first half.

Some were thwarted by the
home team’s defence, however,
Langholm continued to push
forward  and the pressure 
resulted in a penalty after 27
minutes which captain Nathan
Smith slotted between the posts.

More pressure resulted in a
try for Steve Nicol.

The conversion was missed
but a second penalty for Smith
was successful and the visitors
led 11-0 at half time 

In the second half, Langholm
started to gain the upper-hand
and the home side struggled to
contain their attacks.

Another successful penalty
from Smith was followed by a
good try from Daniel Grieve
playing in his first competitive

East league 2 match.
The conversion this time was

successful and Langholm were
now 21-0 ahead going into the
final quarter.

More pressure from the visitors
resulted in a try by Chris Tait
and Smith was again on hand
to secure the conversion and
take his personal tally of points
for the match to 20.

A late try by Inverleith was
some consolation for the home
team but the match ended with
a good victory for the Milntown
men.

Coach Craig Hislop will be
pleased that the team got a win
under their belt especially away
from home. 

Langholm will now face
Corstorphine RFC at home on
Saturday.

It is likely to be a testing match
with Corstorphine also winning
their first league match of the
season against Cartha Queens
Park.

The club will celebrate its
150th anniversary with a special
dinner in the Buccleuch Centre
on Friday evening .

The annual trail for Cancer Research was held at Caret Rig

Charity trail
raises £670

Libby Clegg retires from her Paralympic running career with a silver medal

Hounds
By Marti Borthwick

THE Border Hound Trailing
annual charity trail for 
Cancer Research was held at
Caret Rig at the weekend.

Saturday’s trails saw numer-
ous hounds battle it out to be
crowned the winner of each
race.

While the first trail for the
seniors only had two entries,
Polaris and Jazzle, matched
each other stride for stride all
the way.

It was hard to pick a winner
as they dropped out of sight
for a few minutes, but it was
Polaris who came into sight
first over the top for an easy
win.

Next race was the senior 
graded with five hounds setting
off and it saw Delta Scope and
Bobby Moon open up a gap
from the beginning.

Delta Scope won with Bobby
Moon a clear second.

Delta Script came in on its
own in third, with Border Brow
and Border Brae running in 

together in fourth and fifth.
Six pups set off for the third

race and after an early scale
Explore and Border Prosper
led them up the first hill.

Delta Supreme caught up and
set off with a lead but Explore
soon took chase and joined her.

These two then raced together
the rest of the way.

It was Explore though who
took the race with a lead of
about ten yards.

Border Prosper then appeared
for third with Milo Moon taking
fourth.  

In the final race of the day
for the open maidens Lucky
Charm did most of the work
but all three pups racing were
in contention.

Lucky Charm won though,
with Delta Style second with
Vinny Moon in third.

Held in memory of Douglas
Elliot and Elliot Borthwick, the
event raised £670.

A special mention was given
to the Elliot family for the use
of their land, and Hamish
Waugh for taking time out to
help lay the trails.

Away win against
resilient opposition

Three 18 year olds making their debut on Saturday for Langholm 1sts -
Daniel Grieve, Jay Gordon and Philip Porter

E&L
SPORT

Libby signs off with silver


