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Council forced to carry out repairs before something happens

SpOrT

THE ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER • Owned by the Community, Published for the Community

SpOrT 

Thursday August 26, 2021Series 2 No. 8417

Canonbie Surgery
relocates for repairs

EMERGENCY building 
repairs will be undertaken
at Canonbie Surgery follow-
ing ‘severe water damage on
the ground floor’.

Full story: page 7

Dyeing duo gain
prestigious degree

TWO local dyers have be-
come the first to graduate
from a revised industry-lead-
ing dyeing-specific degree.

Full story: page 10

Full story: page 

Scaffolding fixed but
what happens next?
wOrk has been completed on the replacement of the scaffolding
on Erskine church, but no word has yet been given on what will
happen to the ‘dangerous’ spire.

It follows the recent publication of
a report that was conducted back in
April where survey engineers, con-
tracted to inspect it, refused to go up
into the scaffolding for fear of an ac-
cident due to its condition.
Pendrich height services were con-

tracted to replace the boards, which
have been in place for around 19
years, over the last couple of weeks
after the report was made public.
While this has now finished, the

temporary traffic lights in place for
the work to be carried out, still re-
main.
Resident Alison Aston lives in a

house near the church.

Safety risk
She had been concerned about the

church report which said the scaf-
folding and stonework was a safety
risk because of gradual deteriora-
tion.
Following the recent work, she said

she was very pleased, but wanted to
find out the next steps.
“I’m happy that the council has

finally footed the cost of some work
being carried out on the church,” she
said.
“Although I can sleep better at night

knowing work has commenced, I’m
now anxious to find out what happens
next.

“I know the stonework has been
deemed as dangerous, and that it’s 
falling out of the structure as the 
report states - this needs to be
checked out by the council if the
owner of the building does not.”
Dumfries & Galloway council is yet

to answer questions on the next
steps despite the report stating the
crumbling stonework being classed
as ‘dangerous to a degree that could
cause personal injury or death’.
When asked for a comment about

their position, a spokesperson re-
sponded: “Erskine Church is a 
Category B listed building in the
Langholm Conservation Area.
“The primary responsibility for en-

suring that buildings do not fall into a
dangerous condition rests with the
building owner.
“The powers given to local authori-

ties by the Building (Scotland) Act
2003 do not diminish this responsibility
but are merely a ‘safety net’ to be
used in order to protect the public
when it appears to a local authority
that, for whatever reason, a building
owner has failed in their duty to fulfil
this responsibility.”
They added they had been in con-

tact with the current owner of the 
Erskine Church to ‘remind him of his
responsibilities’.

>Turn to page 2
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Steeplejacks replace the wooden platforms on the Erskine Church scaffolding
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Stonework at risk
> From Page 1

“We also regularly monitor the 
condition of the building to ensure
that there is no immediate danger to
the public,” they added.
No contact details have been 

provided on the current owner.
The council’s current road closures

list has the temporary traffic lights in
place outside the church until 10
September due to a ‘dangerous 
building’.
April’s report written by 

Pendrich Height Services of 
Edinburgh suggested three options
for the church’s repairs - structure
braces, dismantling the spire and 
capping the roof, or repairing the spire
and tower completely.

Alliance receives
purchase advice

Thank You

Deaths

MARTIN
Peacefully in the care of Borders General Hospital,
surrounded by his family on 22nd August.
Stewart dearly loved husband of Phyllis, loving
stepfather, grandfather, brother and uncle. He
will be missed by many.
Funeral service to be held at Lyndhurst, Montagu
Street, Newcastleton on Wednesday 1st 
September at 11.45am followed by interment into
Castleton Cemetery at 12.30pm.
Family flowers only, donations in lieu if desired to
Cancer Research and Newcastleton Health 
Centre.

Hedley & Turnbull Funeral Directors
07896 557941

Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

J. & A. Hodgson
Independent Family Funeral Directors

134 High Street, Annan
A Caring Family Firm
Caring for your family

Private Rest Room
For 24 hour caring personal service

Tel. 01461 205920
Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors Member
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available on request

BORTHWICK

Peacefully on 8th August 2021 at Cumberland
Infirmary, Margaret Borthwick, Rowanburn, 
Canonbie. A private cremation has taken place.

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church Services
Sunday 29th August

Langholm 10am

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Social Distancing 
will be observed.  
Please wear masks. 

Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 80859.
Mobile. 07543 179469

Charity no. SCO11946

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale Church
welcomes you to

Worship on Sunday
mornings at 10am

and 
Canonbie Church

at 11:30am 
Worshippers will be
required to adhere to
Covid restrictions. 
If you are seeking
pastoral support or
wish to arrange a
wedding or baptism
please contact Rev
Morag Crossan on

07861736071 or email
mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk

Church Notices

IRVING
Peacefully in the Thomas Hope Hospital, on 6th 
August 2021 at the age of 89 years, Richard (Dick)
Alexander Irving of Greenbank, formally of Tigh-Na-
Greine, Ashley Bank, dear husband of the late Irene,
ever caring dad to Roger and Colin.
Loving father- in-law to Jennifer, a wonderful grandad
to Kirsty and Cathra and uncle Dick to many.
Interred in Langholm Cemetery on 13th August
2021. 
With grateful thanks for Dick’s life and to the 
community of Langholm for their care and support
both to Dad and our family.
The many cards and messages received, the work
of carers, day centre, and health centre, the Thomas
Hope, and David Erskine are appreciated more than
we can say.

CHALMERS 
On 20th August 2021, peacefully at Cumberland
Infirmary, Margaret, aged 88 years of Broadwath.
Beloved wife of the late Dick, much loved mother
of Elaine and John, a dear sister, sister-in-law,
auntie and great auntie and a sadly missed friend
of Pam.
Funeral service and cremation at Carlisle 
Crematorium on Friday 27th August at 11.40am.
Family flowers only, donations if desired to The
Salvation Army c/o Graeme Kennedy Funeral 
Director, 87 Blackwell Road Carlisle CA2 4EH.
Tel 01228 515191.

LANG
On 23rd August 2021 peacefully at home after an
active and long life.
Kathleen Jean (Joy) Lang, aged 97 years,
Lymiebrae, Canonbie, dear wife of the late Dr.
William Lang. Private cremation.
Service of Thanksgiving to be held in Canonbie
United Parish Church at a date to be announced.

Bertha Bell
I would like to say thank you to 
family, friends, neighbours and 

Westerkirk Guild for all the lovely
cards, flowers and presents received

on my recent birthday.
Scottish

Rural
Development
Programme

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
is part funded by

Dumfriesshire East
Community Benefit Group
and charitable trusts and individuals 
from the community of Langholm.

THE LANGHOLM Alliance have
given the community the opportunity
to hear from an expert who has
worked on community purchase pro-
jects similar to that of the hoped-for
former Langholm Primary School.
Nicky Donald from Community 
Ownership Support Service brought
her expertise during a zoom presentation
this week and she was on hand to
provide her knowledge.
The hope was to utilise this knowledge,
involving the community and helping
the Alliance with their plans for the
community purchase of the school as a
successful hub.
She detailed the process behind an
asset transfer, helping people to under-
stand the Community Empowerment
(Scotland) Act rights for it.
“Communities have the right to request
the purchase, lease, manage or useof
land and buildings belonging to local 
authorities and other Scottish public
bodies – at less than best financial con-
sideration, based on the added economic,
social, health, environmental benefits
the community can bring,” she noted.
“The onus is on the local authority to
say why you can’t have it, though it
doesn’t always work like that, there
are clear timeframes usually in six-
month blocks and there is an appeals
process.”
Authorities look for eligibility, the
benefits, the best value, and the ability
to deliver, with success dependent on
open community consultation.
She said these projects had benefits, 
such as addressing local needs, gener-

ating income, jobs and opportunities,
and increased civic pride and energy.
Suggestions to keep the community
engaged included events and question-
naires.

Learning from others
Learning from others, as acknowledged
by the Alliance, was another idea.
Similar projects include the Kyle 
Centre in Sunderland purchased by the
North Coast Connections as a commu-
nity ownership project via an asset
transfer, due to the council unable to
keep it going.
“People are fantastic at sharing,” said
Nicky.
“What they’ve done well, what they’ve
not done well, their business plans,
funding applications, you can learn
from someone who has done it 
before.
“There’s lots of different places and
we can help you.”
The current timeline for ownership
will see initially, community engage-
ment, then a vision being drawn up,
the creation of a steering group followed
by further consultation, all by 
September.
A business model is hoped to be com-
pleted by October to present to the
Scottish Land Fund for funding of a
feasibility study to lodge a bid, giving
them six months to raise funds.
Followed by a study carried out 
between November and April.
By next spring or summer, it is hoped
they will have an approved purchase
of the site.

The former dining hall at Langholm’s old primary school

Neighbours of the Erskine Church can sleep
a little easier



EMERGENCY funding has
reached the Buccleuch Centre
to ensure the continuation
of cultural events, thanks to
the Scottish government.

The Buccleuch Centre has
received £25,120 as part of
£17m of funds provided by
the Scottish government for
cultural organisations and per-
forming arts venues affected
by Covid-19.

Designed to help prevent 
insolvency, and job losses, 
and distributed by Creative
Scotland, a public body that
supports the arts, screen and
creative industries across all
parts of Scotland, the centre
was one of nine organisations
and venues in Dumfries and
Galloway who benefitted.

The eight others included the
Electric Theatre Workshop,
and Guild of Players Theatre
Royal Dumfries.

More than 330 places overall
received funds in this round
of the culture organisations
and venues recovery fund and
the performing arts venues 
relief fund.

The Buccleuch Centre chair-
man, Gavin Graham said he
was delighted to receive the
money.

"This funding is a complete
lifesaver," he said.

"Covid has for many people
hmade the last year and a half
extremely difficult, not only
financially but socially too,
people come here just to meet
up and have a coffee, it's a
real part of the community,
we want to keep it going."

The centre is said to have
seen a footfall of more than
20,000 people in 2019.

In the same year, use of the
Buccleuch Centre for meetings
and conferences was also the
highest it had ever been and
the hope is for this to continue
this autumn and in 2022. 

"How valuable we were prac-
tically changed overnight due
to the pandemic," added Mr
Graham.

"Over £30,000 of refunds
needed to be processed and it
saw us really struggle to pay
bills, without a cash flow it's a
struggle as you rely on that to
get by."

The Scottish Government has
provided almost £175m of
emergency support to the cul-
ture, heritage and events sector
since the start of the   pandemic.

Culture Minister Jenny
Gilruth said she was delighted
that this vital funding was
reaching the culture sector, so
that they could plan to reopen,
but understood it would take

some time to rebuild.
"This funding will play a key

role in stabilising many venues
and businesses as the sector
begins to recover," she said.

Missed
"The communal experience

of being part of an audience
cannot be replicated, and it
has been sorely missed since
the start of the pandemic.

“I look forward now to work-
ing with the sectors to build
for the future."

The Buccleuch Centre's first
show, 'The Keep it Country
Show', is due to take place on
8 September.

"It's great to be back," said
Mr Graham.

"It's a wonderful theatre and
though it may be some time
before the numbers attending
shows return to the 2019 level,
the funding from Creative 
Scotland will buy us time to
get back on our feet."

He thanked all the centre's
staff, as well as its trustees, in
particular, Glen Cavers and
Neil Gass, who helped him to
complete the application to
Creative Scotland.

The Buccleuch Centre has
received more than £85,000
in funding.
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Walking
for health
AN OPEN invitation has been 
issued for locals to join the Scottish
Borders Walking for Health 
project.

Walk It is part of the Paths for
All network and provides free,
low level walks that last around
60 minutes and finish up with 
refreshments.

The aim is to offer as many
people looking to be more active,
feel fitter, enjoy time outdoors
and make new friends the chance
to join a walk.

The walks are approved to run
with leaders trained in all relevant
Paths for All, council and Scottish
Government Covid-19 guidance.

• For a full list of the walks
currently available, visit
https://www.pathsforall.org.uk/
walking-for-health/health-walks

Flood review called for
Group urges D& G Council to fully revisit defence  proposals
A CAMPAIGN is set to be
launched by the Flood 
Defences Review group with
the aim of 'saving the riverside
from complete destruction'.

Called Ditch the Drain, the
campaign seeks to persuade the
Dumfries & Galloway council
to carry out a full design review
of their flood defence proposals
in Langholm.

It will be officially launched
during a public meeting on 7
September, starting at 6.30pm
at the Langholm Social Club.

The campaign comes as a 
series of community engage-
ment events, such as drop-ins
and 'on-site mock-ups of the  
defences' look set to take place
from November.

By holding this meeting, the
hope for the group is to provide
a voice to those who are con-
cerned about the proposals.

"The aim is to save our beau-
tiful accessible riverside and
heritage townscape from com-
plete destruction," said one of
the group's main organisers,
Erika Luukas.

"We want to discuss the many
serious technical flaws in the

current proposals and the com-
plete lack of consultation, 
impact analysis and due process
to date.

"The plans impact everyone
in Langholm and considerable
numbers of riverside residents
remain furious that their previ-
ous comments have been mis-
represented by public officials
and that our community council
will not represent their opposi-
tion."

Delay
She said while a delay to a

decision was achieved back in
October, the plans were due to,
again, be recommended by the
project team to the communities
committee next spring.

"If approved, the council will
have given itself planning per-
mission without any time limits,
to proceed at any time in the
future despite no funding being
in place at present," she added.

"Our campaign seeks to per-
suade D&G council that carry-
ing out a full design review
and conducting an open and
fair public consultation exercise,
whereby the community can
actually influence the final de-

sign, will be both more benefi-
cial and much cheaper than an
expensive public inquiry which
is where their proposals are
currently heading.

"Langholm deserves better
than this concrete drainage 
channel."

Everyone is welcome to attend
and the meeting will be chaired
by David McVittie.

The major scheme was first
considered by Dumfries and
Galloway Council after a risk

assessment in 2011 identified
Langholm as being at risk of a
'one in 200 year' flood.

Its communities committee
was recommended to give the
go-ahead to a flood order being
published.

From more than 150 residents,
78% were reported to be in
favour of the scheme during a
community consultation, how-
ever, there were concerns over
the height and visual impact,
as well as its effect on wildlife

and aquatic habitat.
Many more were unhappy

that rather than discuss a design,
a preferred option approach
was used.

If approved, the £9.9m 
defence wall scheme would see
up to two-metre-high walls,
with earth embankments 
running along Mary Street,
Frances Street, Elizabeth Street,
George Street, Caroline Street,
Waterside and past the town’s
sewage works.

Channel
A 50-metre-wide shallow

channel through Buccleuch Park
to divert floodwater from the
Wauchope into the Esk is also
being looked at to be created.

The Scottish Environment
Protection Agency delayed
progress of the scheme by six
months by insisting last October
on an environmental impact as-
sessment.

It is set to cost around £70,000
to create and is due to be pub-
lished in May 2022.

The detailed design would be
completed in 2025/6 followed
by the construction.
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Funding big help to Centre

The proposed overflow channel through Buccleuch Park

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

The Buccleuch Centre team are l to r: Michele Lowe, Susan Foster, 
Iona Davidson, Alan Weatherstone and chairman Gavin Graham

IN BRIEF

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows



LOCAL young people saw
their hard work pay off earlier
this month when they received
their exam results.
Traditional National 5, Higher
and Advanced Higher exams
were replaced with teacher-
approved grades based on class-
work and in-house assessments,
due to the pandemic, moderated
by the Scottish Qualifications
Authority earlier this month.
It saw pupils from Langholm
Academy, such as Juliet 
Weatherstone, succeed in their
efforts to get the results needed
to get into the university of their
choice.
She achieved the equivalent
of three A’s in Advanced Higher
English, Higher politics, and
National 5 maths.
“I’m so pleased,” she said.
“I’ll be going to Edinburgh
Napier University to study Jour-
nalism.
“For me teacher assessed
grades were a much better way
of assessing my skills, I get 
really nervous for exams, and
though I was still nervous about
getting my results I knew I’d
done the best I could.”
Provisional results for her 
exams were given in late June,
before being confirmed on 10
August.
Results from 2021 are not 
directly comparable to years
previous due to differences in
how learning was assessed and
how grades were awarded.
S4 results in Dumfries and
Galloway saw students achieve
a 94% pass rate for National 3,
92% for National 4 and for 
National 5 A-C it was 85%,

while A-D was 94%.
Results for S5 were 60% for
one or more Higher and 39%
for three plus Highers.
For S6 results, a 70% pass
rate was achieved for more than
one Higher, 50% for three or
more Highers, and 24% for one
or more Advanced Highers.
It is the second year where
Covid has impacted both on
learning and assessment of
courses.
Chairman of the Education
and Learning committee, 

Councillor Jeff Leaver said:
“Providing the best start in life
for all our children is a priority
for our council.
“The last academic year was
a really challenging one for our
pupils and our teachers so I’m
delighted with these results.
“They show that even though
our young people had to adapt
in the way that they learned
they have continued to put in
the hard work necessary.”
Juliet will be moving to 
university halls of residence in
the next couple of weeks.
“Most students in Scotland
stay to study in Scotland, like
Glasgow, Aberdeen and 
Inverness,” she added.
“I’ve chosen Edinburgh 
because it’s quite close to home,
plus my best friend is going.
“It’s a four year course and
I’ve already made friends with
some of the people who I’ll
meet there – it’ll be an exciting
time.”
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Juliet Weatherstone has secured her place at Edinburgh Napier University

Heartfelt
thanks
May we, through the courtesy
of your columns, express our
thanks and gratitude to the
community of Langholm and
to the services and organisa-
tions, our father Dick Irving,
came to rely upon in the last
few weeks and years of his
life.
We often read in your
columns, of the appreciation
from Langholm families, for
these people, when a loved one
passes away, but it's not until
you are in that situation yourself
and are dependent upon them,
that you come to understand
how lucky we are that they are
there.
Here in Langholm, dad 
experienced nothing but com-
passion and kindness from these
individuals. 
To dad and to us these are
special people, people at the
coal face, so to speak; those
who dealt with my father in
person.
These people are kind, con-
siderate and best of all often
local or with local connections.
A kent face is very calming and
instantly puts the elderly person
at ease. It's the nurse or carer
who finds time in a busy sched-
ule, to take a minute and sits
down for a blether. It's the am-
bulance and patient transport
crew who show a calm, reas-
suring manner no matter what
the circumstances. 
In Langholm, if you desper-
ately need medical advice or a
rushed prescription, no matter
the time of day it gets done.
Everyone does their bit, from
the receptionist at the health
centre right through to the team

at the chemists. Where else
would you get that level of 
service?
Finally, where would many
of our older residents be without
the day centre? The benefits of
which are far more than a good
meal every day.
An elderly neighbour of mine,
said to me, when he started to
attend, that it had given him a
reason to live.
We know dad thought very
highly of all the staff there and
enjoyed the many activities,
not just the meals.
My dad and his family greatly
appreciate everything you all
did for him and as his nephew
said, the headline should read,
“89-year-old dies happy". This
is in no small measure due to
the part you have all played in
his life when he needed you
most. 

Many Thanks,
Roger and Colin Irving

Semi-Jubilee
says thanks
May I, through the courtesy
of your columns, take the
opportunity to thank all those
who took time out of their
day to send me good luck
messages, cards or gifts upon
the occasion of my Semi-
Jubilee as Langholm Cornet.
Jen and I have been
completely overwhelmed by
the kindness shown to us and
are humbled by the generosity
and cannot find the words to
adequately express our thanks.
As many who were up on the
hill will attest, my speech after
handing in the flag was
somewhat shorter than my
usual offerings, indeed there
were those who, having heard
me speak before, were putting
up deck chairs in preparation
for a long-winded affair and

barely had time to open them
up before I had finished.
What I had wanted to say, but
found myself unable to due to
the emotive nature of the whole
morning was this:
“I would like to thank the
Common Riding members for
once again entrusting me with
our town’s standard and asking
me to check the town
boundaries; I had not thought
all those years ago, when I
handed the flag back to Jimmy
Maxwell, that I would receive
it once again some 25 years
later from his son Roger and
carry it once more around the
Common Moss, and I thank
them for the trust they have
shown in me.
“I would like to thank my
beautiful wife Jen, and bairns
Baillie and Finn, my family and
friends for their love and
support over the past months,
and thank my 2021 Right and
Left Hand men Ex-Cornets Iain
Little and Henry Jeffery for

their help and support.
“Thank you to Ronnie
Johnstone for his assistance in
coming off the hill, to my 1996
groom David Devlin, for
reprising his role this morning
to, to Jimmy Hotson and
Tucker for their help with the
practise flag and David and Jen
Grieve for letting me store it in
their shed this morning.
“To Jock Marshall, thank you
for the horse, I could not have
asked for better, he never put a
foot wrong all morning and
finally to the people of
Langholm and all our friends

and visitors from throughout
this beautiful Borderland and
beyond thank you for your
support this morning.”
I would also like to add my
thanks to my workmates Dave
Byers and Craig Bell, who
jiggled our shifts at work in
order to allow me the time off.
A lot of people who messaged
me had said they were sorry
that I had missed out on things
that I would have enjoyed if it
had been a normal year but
what I experienced on Whita
Hill last Friday morning more
than made up for it, I cannot
put into words the feelings I
had when on the hill, memories
of 25 years ago came flooding
back along with thoughts of
those no longer with us, always
an emotional day somewhat
heightened this year with the
circumstances we found
ourselves in.
What a truly magnificent toon
we live in and for us to be able
to keep our traditions and

history alive at such troubled
times is something we should
all take great pride in.
Let us hope that we see the
back of this 21st Century
plague very soon and that we
get back to some sort of
normality that allows us to have
a “proper Common Riding”
next year. Having spoken to a
number of young lads over the
past few weeks I know there
won’t be a shortage of
candidates for Cornet and that
it will be in safe hands for
many a year to come. I wish
each and every one of them “a’
the best”.
Finally, can I once again
thank the people of Langhom,
this “wee bit toon” of ours, for
making my Semi-Jubilee year
one truly memorable and one
that I will never forget.
Thank you

Ex-Cornet David J. McVittie
Semi-Jubilee 2021 

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

Exam successes

Providing the
best start in
life for all our
children is a
priority for
our council

“

”

Dick Irving
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Scotland Loves Local
to the tune of £10m

Drop-in 
clinics
ANYONE aged 16 and 17 in
the region can now attend any
of the region’s drop-in clinics
for their Covid-19 vaccination.
NHS Dumfries and Galloway
has made the option available
at Canonbie public hall as the
closest drop-in location.
In addition, anyone aged 12
to 15 who is a household contact
of someone who is immuno-
suppressed can also attend a
drop-in clinic for a Pfizer vac-
cine.
Work has also taken place to
schedule vaccinations for 12 to
15 year olds who are eligible
as a result of severe neuro-
disabilities, Down’s syndrome,
underlying conditions resulting
in immunosuppression, and
those who have a diagnosis of
a learning/intellectual disability. 
Total numbers of second dose
vaccinations exceed 99,000,
representing 85.2% of the total
adult population aged 18 plus.
A total in excess of 115,000
first dose vaccinations have
been delivered, representing
96.3%of the population aged
18 plus.

• Information on vaccina-
tions can be found on
www.nhsdg.co.uk/vaccines/.

Organisations urged to make bids to transform neighbourhoods
DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY
organisations have been urged
to make bids to the Scotland
Loves Local Fund to help them
transform their towns and
neighbourhoods.
Projects with the aim of build-
ing stronger communities are
being encouraged to take 
advantage of the newly launched
£10m. fund.
It is a multi-year support
scheme that will provide match
funding of between £5,000 and
£25,000 for projects run by
groups such as town centre part-
nerships, chambers of com-
merce, community and charity
trusts.
This year there will be a total
of £2m. worth of grants avail-
able.
Administered by Scotland’s
Towns Partnership, it aims to
bring new, sustainable, creative
projects and activity to towns
and neighbourhoods, helping to
build local wealth and increase
footfall and activity, while sup-
porting local enterprise partner-
ships.
Community Wealth Minister
Tom Arthur highlighted the hope
that successful schemes will use
it to support the region’s recov-
ery from Covid-19.
“Whether it be funding for

small-scale improvements or
adaptations, climate or active
travel programmes, home 
delivery digital schemes, pop
up shops and markets, or the
direct funding or expansion of
Scotland Loves Local loyalty
card schemes - communities
will be able to decide how best
to improve their local area,” he
said.

Vital support
“This 100-day commitment of
the Scottish Government rein-
forces our determination to sup-
port all of Scotland’s commu-
nities’ recovery from the pan-
demic and will help strengthen
the vital support being provided
through the Scotland Loves 
Local marketing campaign and
loyalty card scheme.”
Eligible projects such as com-
munity shops, marketing and
digital schemes, and larger con-
struction projects can now apply,
with grants until Friday 1 
October.
STP chief officer Phil Prentice
said they were delighted to be
working with ministers to deliver
it.
“Over the coming years, this
significant commitment from
the Scottish government will
make a real difference by 
empowering communities to

take action that will make their
areas fairer, greener and more
successful,” he said.
“This funding will unlock the
great potential of our towns and
neighbourhoods, allowing them
not just to recover from the 
impact of Covid-19, but to create
a stronger, more sustainable 
future which has localism at its
heart.

“I would encourage interested
organisations across Dumfries
and Galloway to get their 
applications in.”
Last year, an
initial Scotland
Loves Local
Fund was intro-
duced in order to
help with imme-
diate issues

caused by the pandemic.
This saw a number of projects
in the region benefit, including
cash towards a pop-up shop 
operated by The Guild Dumfries
which provided a showcase for
local businesses.
Promotional projects in 
Penpont, Wigtown, Whithorn,
Kirkcudbright, Palnackie,
Auchencairn, Thornhill, Annan
and Newton Stewart also 
benefitted.
News of the fund has been
announced as local businesses
are urged to sign up to accept
the new Scotland Loves Local
Gift Card ahead of it becoming
available to consumers later this
year.
The new local gift card 
initiative will encourage 
consumers to spend in local
businesses,  helping to lock
spend into the local area and
boost the economy..

• For more details about the
Scotland Loves Local 
campaign and how to apply
to the new fund visit 

IN BRIEF

VISITSCOTLAND is encourag-
ing businesses to sign up to a
new voucher scheme to help
those adversely affected by the
pandemic.
The ScotSpirit Holiday Voucher

Scheme will look to deliver £1.4m.
worth of subsidised two-night
breaks in Scotland by December
2022 for low income families, 
unpaid carers and disadvantaged
young people.
Open to bed and breakfast, guest

houses, hotels, hostels, camping
parks and visitor attractions across
Scotland, the scheme will be fully
funded by the Scottish govern-
ment, with participating businesses
paid for any booking made directly
through the scheme by a method
of their choosing. 
It is hoped the scheme will sup-

port tourism businesses' recovery
from the pandemic by stimulating
the demand for off-peak domestic
breaks and day visits.

VisitScotland chief executive,
Malcolm Roughead encouraged
as many tourism businesses as
possible to be part of the ScotSpirit
Holiday Voucher Scheme.
"Not only will you generate 

income for your business but you
will also provide long lasting mem-
ories for people who don’t often
get to experience a holiday," he
said.

Force for good
"Tourism is a force for good -

creating economic and social value
in every corner of Scotland and
enhancing the well-being of 
everyone who experiences it.
"Tourism makes Scotland richer,

economically and socially, and
without it Scotland would be a
much poorer place.”
The scheme comes as a result

of a pledge by the Scottish gov-
ernment to deliver a holiday voucher
scheme in its first 100 days as
announced by the First Minister

in March as part of a £25m.
tourism recovery programme.

Benefit
Once enough businesses have

signed-up to participate, Family
Holiday Association and Shared
Care Scotland, in partnership with
other charities, will ensure the
vouchers are distributed to people
in the greatest need of benefits
to their mental health and well-
being.
The allocation of vouchers will

be done through an application
process, details of which will be
announced at a later date. 

•  Accommodation providers,
and attractions interested in
being part of the scheme can
visit: 
www.visitscotland.org/about
us/what-we-do/working-in-
parnership/scotspirit-voucher-
scheme.

Scotland’s Towns Partnership Chief Officer Phil Prentice, left, with 
Community Wealth Minister Tom Arthur

Visit Scotland Vouchers
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Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES
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C&D Auction Marts Limited had
forward 8,899 sheep comprising of
3,673 spring lambs and 5,226 cast
ewes & rams at their weekly sale at
Longtown last Thursday.
A larger show of 3,673 new season
spring lambs were forward. Top price
per kilo of 320p achieved for a pen
of Beltex lambs shown by TN Cavers
& Co., Sorbie, Langholm. Again,
well-finished lambs sold to a premi-
um, with leaner sorts being better
sold in the store market.
Heavy lambs sold very well with
countless pens of lambs selling in
excess of £140, topping at an eye
watering £178 per head for Texels
from BT Goldie, Townfoot,
Mouswald.
Lightweights continued at recent
high rates of return and were well
short of purchaser requirements.
All classes of well-finished prime
lambs remain sought after on a weekly
basis.
An overall sale average of 238.2p
(SQQ 238.1p).
Principal prices (per kilo):
Beltex 320p Sorbie, 312p, 311p 
Wallend, 305p Thornton Tower, 300p 
Wallend, 294p Sorbie, 293p Kilnford
Croft, 291p Thornthwaite Close,
290p Wallend.
Texel 280p Kellah, 275p South 
Muasdale, 267p West Millhills &
Kilnford Croft, 264p Lyneholm
House, 263p Middle Farm & Tomaig,
262p Langholm & Buteland.
Suffolk 278p Claycrop, 270p Nether
Albie, 260p, 257p Guardsmill, 253p
Lyneholm House & Thornton Tower,
250p Barnglies.
Charollais 268p South Muasdale,
260p Drumgrange.
Cheviot 261p Buteland, 251p

Langholm, 250p Gullen Lodge.
Berrichon 241p Swordwell Rigg.
Herdwick 240p, 230p The Craggs.
Cheviot Mule 239p, 237p Kirk House,
234p Holmbrig, 232p Kirk House.
Oxford 238p Barnglies.
Blackface 234p Drumlanrigg Mains
& Gibblaston, 230p Bankend, 227p
Drumgrange, 226p Drumlanrigg
Mains.
Mule 233p Drumgrange, 232p 
Burnfoot, 231p Gartvaigh, Bally-
willine &; Mount Farm, 229p Bren-
nanlea, 228p Penpeugh.
Half-bred 233p High Moat.
Principal prices (per head):
Texel £178, £156 Townfoot, £155,
£154 Viewley, £153 Smerral, £147
Viewley, £145 Guardsmill.
Beltex £164 Kilnford Croft, £140,
£137 Viewley, £131, £128 Wallend,
£128 Sorbie & Middle Farm, £125 
Kilnford Croft.
Suffolk £142 Thornton Tower, £139,
£133 Guardsmill, £129 Claycrop,
£124 North House.
Charollais £130 Viewley, £126 South
Muasdale, £121 Viewley.
Cheviot £128 Buteland & Langholm.
Cheviot Mule £121 Kirk House,
£115 Holmbrig, £110 Kirk House.
Half-bred £119 High Moat.
Mule £118 Mount Farm, £103 
Spoutbank, £99.50 Nunscleugh, £95
Gartvaigh & Greensburn.
Zwartble £110 Wester Raddery, £108
Townfoot.
Herdwick £103.50 The Craggs.
Oxford £102.50 Barnglies.
Another larger show of 5,226 ewes
were forward to again to a very busy
ring of purchasers who were very
keen for supplies. Heavy ewes and 
well-finished ewes sold to recent
high rates whilst leaner hill type

ewes proved harder to cash on the
week. Feeding men are now looking
for ewes and still look well sold.
Heavy ewes topped at £200 for Texel
ewes shown by A & HC Smith,
Crumhaughhill, Hawick.
Mule ewes topped at £132 from JA
Wallace & Sons, High Glen Triplock,
Newton Stewart.
Hill ewes topped at £120 for Black-
face ewes from R Halbert, Prospect
House, Haltwhistle.
Rams to £215 for Beltex from A
Wallace & Co., Claycrop, Newton
Stewart.
Numbers of ewes are required for
next week’s sale, more ewes can be
sold on a weekly basis to vendor’s 
advantage.
Heavy Ewes: Texel £200 
Crumhaughhill, £198 Bascodyke
Foot, £198, £195 Crumhaughhill,
£ 1 9 2 
Viewley, £190 Bascodyke Foot, 
Blakehopeburnhaugh & Wester Rad-
dery, £189 Bascodyke Foot, £186,
£185 Crumhaughhill.
Suffolk £174 Claycrop, £167 High
Glen Triplock, £156 Crumhaughhill,
£152 Tinnishall, £150 Guardsmill.
Beltex £162 Nether Stenries, £134
High Glen Triplock, £132, £130 
Greenside, £122 Thirwell Castle.
Bluefaced Leicester £152 Lingey
Field, £148 Cassington, £132 Grindon
Hill.
Charollais £140 Beckfoot, £135,
£124 Viewley.
Mule £132 High Glen Triplock, £128
Kirranrae, £126 High Glen Triplock,
£122 Mount Farm, £121 Staffler &
High Wreay, £120 Grindon Hill.
North Country Cheviot £131
Guardsmill, £125 Grindon Hill, £120
South Riccalton.

Cheviot Mule £128 Viewly, £127
Gilston, £126, £123 Clackmae, £123
Biggar.
Light ewes: Blackface £120 Prospect
House, £95 Grindon Hill, £94 Uigle,
£90 Grindon Hill.
Lonk £111, £96 Glendiven Cottage.
Cheviot £110 Skelfhill, £100 
Clynemilton, £90 Clackmae, £89 Py-
nag, £86 Glengolly.
Kendal Rough £110 Church View.
Lleyn £94, £90, £89, £87 Dolphin-
ston, £86 Gatehousecote.
Swaledale £94 Westernhopeburn.
Easycare £92 Harwood on Teviot.
Rams: Texel £215 Claycrop, £190
Viewley, £170 Commonside.
Suffolk £178 Viewley.
Bluefaced Leicester £168 Grindon
Hill.
Border Leicester £168 Duchrie.
Zwartble £162 Holmlea.
North Country Cheviot £140, £122
Commonside.
Charollais £140 Deuchrie.
Lleyn £138 South Bowerhouses.
Blue Texel £128 Springbank.
Blackface £126 Allensgreen, £115
Deuchrie, £110 Grindon Hill.
Beltex £126 Claycrop, £125 Newton
Cottage.
Cheviot £110, £100 Clerk Hill.
Averages:
Lambs
Light to 255.0p (236.9p)
Standard to 305.0p (239.5p)
Medium to 320.0p (237.8p)
Heavy to 280.0p (238.4p)
Overweight to 278.0p (239.3p)
Ewes
Light to £120.00 (£57.42) 
Heavy to £200.00 (£97.49)
Rams  £215.00 (£98.95)

Around the marts

Celebrating farmingFarm training
available online
ONLINE tech training films
have been published to ex-
plain a variety of innovative
technologies being used in
the farming sector.
Vertical farming, machine
learning, drones and
blockchain technology are just
some of the topics explored
in SRUCBytes - 20 minutes
sessions detailing how new
technology works.
It follows Scotland's Rural
College’s announcement that
they are investing in vertical
farms, the practice of growing
crops in vertically stacked lay-
ers.
There are eight episodes
which can now be viewed on
the SRUC website.
SRUC senior challenge 
research fellow Dr Hannah
Rudman, who created the train-
ing sessions supported by col-
leagues at SAC Consulting,
said: “We all love to talk about

digital technologies as easier,
better, faster ways to do things.
“SRUCBytes episodes pro-
vide an explanation of the ba-
sics of the tech and give us
insight into how new tech is
actually being deployed in the
natural economy sector and
the real benefits it achieves.
“Tech training around new
technologies is important for
everyone, as digital 
transformation introduces it
more into our everyday work
and lives.”
The sessions help give people
more insight, with episodes
showcasing how these tech-
nologies can be deployed in
the natural economy sector
and the real benefits it
achieves.

• To watch the videos, visit
https://www.sruc.ac.uk/news-
e v e n t s / p o d c a s t s -
videos/srucbytes/.

TWO farms in the Borders
received a visit from the 
shadow rural affairs secretary
to mark #Farm24 day.
MSP Rachael Hamilton MSP
visited the farms of Sion Williams
of Bowhill Farming Ltd at 
Carterheugh Farm, and Peter
Douglas at Ruletownhead near
Hawick as part of the day which
celebrates British farming.
Run by the Farmer’s Guardian
and sponsored by Morrisons,
24 Hours in Farming, is agri-
culture's biggest online event
showcasing what farmers do
up and down the country in a
typical working day. 
It offers a valuable insight
into where and how food is
produced and the huge variety
of roles and responsibilities 
taken on by farmers as food
producers and custodians of the
countryside.
Mrs Hamilton visited both
farms as part of the day to learn
more about the businesses, 
including about ‘anaerobic 
digesters, renewables and 
organic farming’.
“Right across the rural 

Borders, there is a greater need,
now more than ever, to support
the next generation of farmers
and new entrants,” she said.
“We know that back in 2018,
the SNP government halted fur-
ther funding for new entrants.
“We need to see new talent
coming into farming, as well
as expanded opportunities for
acquiring new skills through
courses.”
The Borders MSP then met
Peter Douglas, who is the 
organic National Farmer’s
Union of Scotland environmen-
tal chairman, along with others
to discuss organic farming and
future environmental schemes.
Following the visit, she urged
the Scottish government to pro-
vide more support to new 
entrants and offer new oppor-
tunities for farmers to develop
their skills.

DVLA
She also pledged to write to
the DVLA to speed up the pro-
cess of acquiring a tractor 
licence following the Covid-19
pandemic.

Lothian and Borders chair-
woman, Debbie Playfair said
the visits to Sion’s and Peter’s
farms had been invaluable.
“NFU Scotland was proud to
support the sixth #Farm24, and
we were delighted to see that
the shadow rural affairs secretary
chose to celebrate this annual
online event by visiting two of
our well-known members,” she
said.
“Sion is Lothian and Borders
regional vice chairman and Peter
chairs our Environment and

Land Use committee, and both
offered a valuable insight into
sustainable farming, renewable
energy and quality food pro-
duction in the Borders and the
contribution that farming makes
to the local economy, the com-
munity, and the environment.
“Sion and Peter both have a
fantastic story to tell on the
contribution that their farms
make to society and both are
excellent at sharing that story
with politicians, stakeholders,
fellow farmers and consumers.”

SSOOLLWWAAYY AAGGRRIICCUULLTTUURREE
LLIIMMIITTEEDD

Glasgow Road, Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire
DG11 2SE

Tel. Lockerbie (01576) 204124
Fax. Lockerbie (01576) 203806

Beet Pulp Pellets,
Barley Grains,

NB Grains, Wheat Grains
Rolled Barley,

Wheatfeed, Rapemeal,
Hi Pro Soya, etc.

Can be mixed to your
requirements

Collect or deliver ex Laurmar, 
Heathall Ind. Est., Dumfries

Bekina Wellingtons,
Waterproof Leggings &
Jackets, Boiler Suits, etc

FOR ALL LAMBING
REQUIREMENTS

lamb colostrum, lambs milk,
bottles, teats, lammacs, 

castration rings and pliers
marking sprays etc.

Rachael Hamilton MSP celebrates British farming with farmers from Hawick
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Canonbie Surgery relocates
for major building repairs
EMERGENCY building 
repairs will be undertaken
at Canonbie Surgery 
following ‘severe water
damage on the ground
floor’.
The repairs are needed as

a result of a slow water leak,
with the extent of the 
damage only revealed after
an inspection was carried
out when they realised.
Due to this the building will

be closed for repairs, 
expected to take approxi-
mately 14 weeks.
Registered patients and

visitors will instead use 
Portakabins for services at
the surgery and an alterna-
tive car park.
Eight adapted Portakabins

will begin to be erected in
the surgery’s car park from
Tuesday [31/08] to allow time
to ensure they and the ser-
vices are in place before 
being moved into them.
During this two week 

period, existing services will
still take place in the main
surgery.
However, it means there

will be no vehicle access to
the surgery car park nor
while they remain up, except
for patients with severe or
special needs.
Alternative parking will be

provided at Canonbie village
hall until the repairs have
been completed. 
“I would like to reassure

all our registered patients
we are doing everything we
can to provide continuity of

all existing services whilst
we undertake these emer-
gency repairs and I know
that we can rely on all of
our patient’s patience and
support during these 
challenging times,” practice
managers Peter and Janet 
Sabuldihin advised.
“Once the alternative build-

ings and services are in
place we will be moving out
from the main surgery 
building to the new tempo-
rary site to allow repairs to
commence.

Village Hall
“It is important that you

continue to use Canonbie
Village Hall car parking 
facilities until the repairs are
completed and we have 
re-located back into the main
surgery building.”
Access will be restricted

for safety reasons on 
Tuesday as the work gets
underway, only open for
emergency and necessary
clinical procedures.
On this day patients are

asked to contact eConsult
via their website or by 
calling.
It is also asked that repeat

medication requests are 
arranged in advance for an
alternative day.
Clear signposting will be

in place near the temporary 
services in the main surgery
car park to guide visitors.

• For any help or support in
accessing the surgery call
013873 71313.
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We’re here for hospitality businesses in the South of Scotland. With 
digital direction, networking opportunities, dedicated development 

agents and inclusion in our national marketing campaign, Scotland Starts 
Here - we support our members to strong and sustainable success. 

SSDALLIANCE.COM/MEMBERSHIP
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO JOIN US, VISIT

WE HELP  
PUT OUR  
MEMBERS  

ON THE  
MAP.

Supported by

 SOUTH OF
SCOTLAND

 DESTINATION
ALLIANCE

Patients and visitors are asked to utilise the parking at 
Canonbie Public Hall as indicated

Severe water damage necessitates temporary GP facilities at Canonbie

Alternative parking
at Canonbie Public Hall



■ Park your car at the Tarras
Valley car park just a few hundred
yards from the turnoff for Cooms
farm on the Langholm to 
Newcastleton road. The land from
here is not included in the Langholm
Moorland purchase but hopefully it
eventually will be if the Project can
raise another £2m. to add another
5,000 acres to the 5000 acres pur-
chased for £3.8m. in October 2020. 

The Tarras Valley Nature Reserve
is now up and running and the
management team have a lot to do
before it is well established, but it
is an exciting project and will be
somewhere many visitors will enjoy
in the future. 

From the road you follow the minor
road up the valley with the Tarras
river on your left. There will always
be something to see in this lovely
valley, especially in the summer
months as there are loads of 
migratory birds in the valley. If you
are lucky you may also see the
feral goats that frequent the valley.
Follow the road for about 1.5 miles
until you come to the bridge that

will take you on the
forestry road over the
hill to the Ewes Valley. 

This forestry road
climbs gradually
through the forestry
section of the walk.
When the Moorland
Walk was planned over
15 years ago this sec-
tion was all forest and
then felled and replanted a few
years later so this is now growing
up as a second generation forest.
The road up the hill has a green
middle and is covered with wild-
flowers so it’s a real pleasure to
walk the route. There are plenty of
places to stop for a rest and many
old tree stumps you can sit and
enjoy the views from. 

Summit
At the summit you look down into

the Ewes Valley and the next 
downhill section of the walk is much
steeper than the section you have
just come up which is why it is 
always best to do the walk in 
this direction. 

The walk now opens out into rough
fields and Arkleton Hill can be seen
to your extreme right. This is the
highest hill in the area and is another
of the Langholm Walk’s routes and
the toughest of them. 

Follow the track down the hill and
you will see Arkleton House in the
distance. Make your way downhill
and then through the farm until you
come to the road that runs parallel
with the river Ewes and this will
take you past Arkleton Walled 
Garden which is a real pleasure to
visit. At the present moment it is
only open on occasional weekends
but if you get the opportunity to
have a look through the gates it is
such a beautiful garden. It is 

certainly worth a visit on its open
days if you can plan to return for a
visit. 

Follow this road and then bear
left past some lovely cottages until
you come to the A7 and Ewes
public Hall. Hopefully you have
timed your walk to perfection to
catch the X95 bus or to pick up
your car in the Ewes Hall car park. 

Wildflowers
This is definitely the time to do

this walk before the forest section
gets too high to enable you to see
the splendid views as you climb
gradually up the hill. The wildflowers
are in abundance and in July and
August there are also many wild
orchids that are an absolute delight. 
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Pies-a-plenty at Browns Family Butchers
The bridge over the Tarras water that leads you through the forest and over the hill into the Ewes Valley

Distance 5.5 Miles (9km approx)•
Start – car park on the Tarras Valley•
road and turning up the valley from the
bridge over the Tarras river on Langholm
to Newcastleton road. 
Total ascent 699ft. The climb from•
Tarras Valley to Ewes Valley is a long
gradual one so fairly easy.
Allow 2.5 to 3 hours•

Terrain – minor metaled road and•
forestry track.

No toilets available.•

Part of this walk is covered by Walk•
13 of Langholm Walks - Moorland
Walk.

You need to plan this walk so that your arrival
at the finish at Ewes Hall is in time for the X95
bus from Galashiels to Carlisle. Bus times to
Langholm on Monday to Saturday are approx-
imately 11.00, 13.00, 15.00, 17.00 and these
are the published times at Mosspaul so add a
few minutes to the arrival at the road end at
Ewes Hall. The alternative is to do a two car
trick and leave a car at Ewes Hall for your
arrival there and then collect the starting point
car from the Tarras Valley car park. If you plan
to use the X95 bus then maybe a friend will
drop you off at the starting point.

Arkleton Walled Garden is well worth a visit at the end of the walk

Walking correspondent Gavin Graham takes us over the hill to Arkleton

The view from the top looking down on Arkleton House

Walk the walk To market, to market
Love Langholm Local event hailed a great success by stall holders and public

Borderlands Brewery went down a treat

Oor Bees enjoyed the buzz Beattie’s Bakes cooked-up a treatThe Pod Candle Co waxed lyrical about the market

THERE will be plenty more
to come from the Love
Langholm Local market
after a successful 
inaugural event.

Townsfolk and visitors alike
ventured to the town to sup-
port the market with busi-
nesses such as Beattie’s
Bakes, Scrappo Worko, and
Oor Bees enjoying the 
patronage.

Nicole Beattie of Beattie’s
Bakes said she was so well
supported she sold out within
two hours of the market
opening.

“We were really pleased
with how it went and it was
so enjoyable to be a part
of,” she said.

“The community spirit was
amazing and it gave the High
Street a real buzz.

“It was worth it and I’ll def-
initely be back for the other
markets and it’s made me
sign up to more elsewhere.”

The Pod Candle 
Company’s Joanne Camp-
bell said she had a great
time.

“It was a lovely day, the
weather held out despite
raining in the morning and I
was really impressed with
the turnout,” she said.

“So many people came out
to support it and it was really

busy, it’d be great to return.”
The event’s organiser,

Emma Duncan was greatly
appreciative of the commu-
nity for coming out on the
day.

“I had been nervous about
the event, being the first one,
but it exceeded all my 
expectation,” she said.

“Lots of stalls were selling
out, so people are going to
be bringing more of their
wares for next time.

Huge success
“It was a great atmosphere

with businesses stating they
would return - it was a huge
success.”

The next market is due to
take place on 18   September.

While the old post office
will not be in use, there will
be more stalls outside and
a few new ones inside in
the Xcel and Welcome to
Langholm buildings.

New stall holders will also
be there - Double Trouble
Drinks, Elliott's Shed and the
Tarras Valley Nature 
Reserve.

Emma added: “All the busi-
nesses are looking forward
to it, even the established
businesses in the Town said
they saw an increase in foot-
fall – it’ll be a great day.”
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FTS management duo
gain prestigious degree

Flu jabs in
September
FLU vaccinations are set to 
begin from the second week of
September, with an initial pri-
ority for pre-school and school
age children.
Co-vaccination with flu and
the Covid booster vaccines for
care homes and the immuno-
suppressed are planned for later
in September, and vaccinations
for over 70s from the end of
that month.
This is all based on national
directions, which will inform
further planning as vaccinations
continue within the region over
coming months.

Free school
meals
THE offer of Free School Meals 
has been extended to Primary
4.
It means all Primary 1 to 
Primary 4 children will be eli-
gible for free school meals upon
the return to school following
the summer break.
All Primary 5 children will be
eligible from the start of January
2022.

• For more information, visit
https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/
schoolmeals.

Arts entry
deadline
THERE is less than a week left
to submit entries to 
the Langholm People Project
Portraiture competition with
work included in a hardback
book and at an exhibition.
The Outpost Arts' competition
encourages people of all ages
to explore their creative side
by contributing portraits towards
a large-scale community exhi-
bition and publication.
Its aim is to bring awareness to
Langholm people from history,
contrasted with people from
present times.
All ages are welcome and por-
traits can be done using any
medium and any size up to A2
unframed.
The subject can be of anyone,
past or present, who has lived
in Langholm and can also be a
self portrait.
The deadline is 31 August and
there are cash prizes for winners,
£10 for over 18s, for academy
and primary age pupils it is £40
with runners up receiving £10.
• To access the application
form, visit https://forms.
office.com/r/pDFMsfQdDH.
Once finished, the portrait
can be collected - contact 
hello@outpostarts.co.uk or
message OPA facebook to 
arrange this.

TWO local dyers have become
the first to graduate from a
revised industry-leading 
dyeing-specific degree.
Langholm locals Alistair Little
and James Blackburn of FTS 
Dyers, are two of just five tech-
nical colouration professionals
to graduate with the Society of
Dyers and Colourists’ new-style
ASDC qualification.
The new-style course is unique,
being the only bachelors level
certification that solely focuses
on the chemistry of textile 
colouration, was piloted by the
globally recognised Society of
Dyers and Colourists in 2017.
Lasting three to four years,
the course was completed using
online study and exams taken
remotely.
Both Alistair and James, who
received a special mention from
the exam board, EQAB, for his
academic effort, completed the
course in three years.
Alistair, 27, as the student with
the most meritorious results, 
received the discretionary pres-
ident’s diploma of honour.
He said: “The ASDC has given

me an in-depth understanding
of the processes that occur within
my work, which will benefit
my employer and my own career
in a number of ways.
"When I got all my results, I
was incredibly proud of myself,
it’s proved to me what I am  
capable of.”
James added: “I’m delighted
to have achieved it, very few
people have and to be part of
FTS Dyers, the only dye house
to have three people hold the
ASDC qualification and be char-
tered colourists is something to
be proud of.
“I’ll now look to use this to
help FTS Dyers recover from
the pandemic.”
There are six modules – colour
physics, chemistry of colourants,
dyeing of natural fibres, dyeing
of synthetic fibres, dyeing theory
and textile   printing.
This is a revised module struc-
ture, featuring dyeing theory
and textile printing for the first
time, and under the invigilation
of a new external examiner, Prof
Martin Bide.

SDC technical director, 
Andrew Filarowski said: “It’s
vital to the industry that talented
professionals are given the cor-
rect scientific foundation that
will allow them to continue to
innovate and advance the sec-
tor.

"Without this knowledge being
provided to up-and-coming tech-
nicians, vital skills and tech-
niques will be lost forever.
“The updated ASDC course
reflects the modern era that we
live in and includes content on
the latest technology and trends

- allowing our students to
progress and provide untold 
value to their employers.”
Usually, a day of celebration
is held, with an official presen-
tation of certificates, however,
this event is currently on hold
until it can take place.

Industry-leading qualification culmination of three years study

FTS Dyers Ltd’s James Blackburn and Alistair Little are two of just five technical colouration professionals to
graduate this year with the Society of Dyers and Colourists’ new-style ASDC qualification

A MAN whose life was saved
by a fortuitous conversation
about the Langholm Chilli
Club will be attempting a
fundraiser close to his heart.
Roddy McLaren who has
REM behaviour disorder as a
result of damage to his head,
due to an accidental falling
down some stairs 14 years ago,
will be travelling with a special
chilli plant from Hawick, where
he lives, to Langholm on a 
mobility scooter on Monday.
He will begin his journey at
10am outside Daltons Bar in
Hawick taking up to five hours
to get to the Chilli Tunnel near
the Langholm Social Club on
his scooter.
This will all be to raise funds
for the National Brain Appeal
which aims to improve the lives
of neurology patients.
All this only became possible
though after a chance encounter
with some locals in Langholm’s
Crown Hotel bar.
“I have suffered from Rapid
Eye Movement sleep behaviour
disorder, which means I act out
my dreams while I sleep, for 14
years now after a fall where I
bashed my head,” said Roddy.
“It’s affected my memory, my

heart, my body – I can go 10
days without sleep and I start
hearing and seeing things.
“I was lost and angry for 11
years but after a chance con-
versation in a pub in Langholm
about green tomatoes I found
out about the Langholm Chilli
Club and it was a lifesaver.”
He said he was ready to ‘leave

the planet’ due to his condition,
but found new life after getting
involved in the club.
Having something to do in
times of great stress was such
a relief to Roddy that he took
over his friend’s garden to grow
more than the green tomatoes
he started with – sweetcorn,
courgettes, wasabi and plenty
more besides.
“I used to be a computer en-
gineer, I had my own business,
that all stopped though after
the fall,” added Roddy.

“Learning new things is dif-
ficult, my doctor calls it cogni-
tive dementia, and I have active
nightmares where I punch and
kick while I sleep, it impacts
on my day-to-day life, especially
when I don’t sleep.
“Hawick doesn’t have much
going on so I wanted to fill that
time where my mind is going a
million miles an hour with grow-
ing things, it helps, I can’t thank
people who’ve supported me
through all this enough.”
This he said includes his wife,
his friends, and all the people
he’s met along the way, includ-
ing medical professionals – all
are supporting him for his
fundraiser.
Many details are still under
wraps about the run on Monday
until the Langholm Chilli Club
Festival takes place on Saturday
23 October at the Buccleuch
Centre.
However, Monday’s run will
be going ahead thanks to
Galashiels Mobility, Teviot 
Electric Car Club, and Wilson
Signs.

• To donate to Roddy’s
space chilli run, visit
https://www.justgiving.com/f
undraising/spacechillirun.Roddy McLaren sets off for Langholm on Monday

IN BRIEF

Chilli Club helped save Roddy’s life
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There’s no-one here
but us scarecrows

Reminder
to update
child details
A REMINDER has been issued
by HM Revenue and Customs
to parents and  carers to update
any child benefit details for
their 16 year olds.
Confirmation of whether their

teenagers are staying in full-
time education or training 
beyond 16-years-old is needed
by Monday.
Teenagers across the UK 

recently received their GSCE
or Scottish National Certificate
results and the decision to 
continue full-time education 
or training, will see parents or 
carers eligible to continue 
receiving child benefit payments
for their child.
Reminder letters to families

receiving Child Benefit for their
child in the last year of school
or home education have been
sent, however, if HMRC are
not notified either way, it will
be stopped.

• Visit the gov.uk website to
update any records or, 
alternatively, parents or carers
can return the 297b form that
was sent to them recently by
HMRC.

CANONBIE wowed resi-
dents and visitors with their
scarecrow competition 
earlier this month.
A flying Scotsman, a horse
rider hedge tumble, and a
farmer on a tractor were just
some of the straw stuffed
mannequin entries to the
competition.
Liz Smith originally came
up with the idea and helped
arrange it alongside Janice
Sheppard.
She said it was good fun.
“It’s something different and
people really enjoy taking
part and seeing what people
do,” she said.
“I took part in one of the
entries too and the commu-
nity resident who judged it
gave it second place.”
There were 10 entries in
total and those who took part
received sweets and a cer-
tificate, while the top three
also won cash prizes.
First prize went to the Bell
family with their Fell at the

First entry, second place went
to Jen Grieve, and Liz and
Ken Smith for Chef’s Special,
and in third was Daddy Day
care by Jenna Robb.
The hope is that next year
the Canonbie Flower Show
will be able to go ahead,
alongside the annual scare-
crow competition and the 
pet show, which were on a
smaller scale this year.

IN BRIEF
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

LOCAL MP David Mundell
has been appointed to a key
role in helping increase trade
between the UK and New
Zealand.
The former Scottish Secretary

was confirmed as dedicated
trade envoy to the Common-
wealth country by Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson on 
Monday.
He is one of 10 new envoys

revealed by Downing Street,
also including Lord Botham,
the former England cricket star,
who will focus on the neigh-
bouring Australian market.
Commenting on his appoint-

ment, Mr Mundell said: "I'm
delighted to take on this new
challenge. There are many 
potential opportunities to 
increase business links between
our two nations with negotia-
tions on a free trade agreement
moving forward apace.
"I will be looking to build on

our shared heritage and other
existing connections to expand
economic links.
"At the Scotland Office I pro-

moted Scottish and UK products
and services, from whisky to
technology, and found a wel-

coming and receptive audience
in New Zealand.

Positive
"Together, I am sure we can

turn that positive attitude into
real business and jobs for both
countries."
Mr Mundell has stressed that

his additional unpaid duties
would not detract from his 
primary role of serving his 
constituents across 
Dumfriesshire, Clydesdale and
Tweeddale.
He hopes to draw on his 

existing contacts in New

Zealand where he led a trade
mission whilst in his UK 
Cabinet role as Scottish 
Secretary and met Ministers
and business leaders.
The news was welcomed in

Mr Mundell's home town of
Moffat by New Zealand's former
Honorary Consul for Scotland,
Sir Neil McIntosh.
He said: "I believe this is a

very good appointment. David
will be an excellent envoy. 
He established some valuable
ties with New Zealand whilst
he was Secretary of State."

David Mundell becomes 
New Zealand trade envoy

New UK Trade Envoy to New Zealand, David Mundell, MP, with fellow 
Moffat resident, Sir Neil McIntosh, former NZ Honorary Consul for Scotland

Second place is Jen Grieve and Liz
and Kevin Smith for Chef’s Special

Third place went to
Jenna Robb for Daddy Day Care Canonbie Scarecrow Competition winner for 2021 is

Fell at the First by the Bell family
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A LOCAL historian and 
author has made it his mission
to research the lives of the
local casualties of the Second
World War.
Timothy McCracken is cur-

rently in the process of making
a record of the casualties as
part of the second edition of
‘Langholm’s Roll of Honour’,
the book he first co-authored
with his historian father Alex 
McCracken in 2005.
This has seen him attempt to

contact as many relatives of
Second World War casualties
as possible, enquiring about
their lives and asking for
photographs.
His aim is to try to help ensure

commemoration continues in
the local area for generations
to come.
This includes the life of Isabel

Mary Milne Home, who was
killed on active service eighty
years ago, on 19 August 1941.
“One of her family that I got

in touch with had moved away
from the area, with nephews
and nieces, living in southern
England and Australia,” said
Mr McCracken.
“Whilst looking for photos for

the Roll of Honour, they 
discovered an old envelope
which had several photos and
drawings enclosed.
“In one of the photos, taken

around 1925, she is sitting on
the rocks at the side of the River
Esk, just below Irvine House,
the family home, for Isabel, her
parents and her three brothers.”
Isabel Mary Milne Home was

born at Irvine House in 1918.
At just 22 years old the ship

she was a passenger on, the SS

Aguila, was sunk by a U-Boat.
It happened whilst sailing to

Gibraltar where she was posted
for cypher and wireless duties.

WRNS
She volunteered to serve in

the Women's Royal Naval 
Service shortly after the outbreak
of war, and was promoted to
third officer in April 1940 - she
was one of the first WRNS 
personnel to volunteer for 
service overseas.
Prior to enlistment she was

the local commissioner for Girl
Guides, as well as an accom-
plished musician.
SS Aguila sank within 90 sec-

onds, resulting in the deaths of
more than 100 personnel.
Fewer than 20 personnel were

reported as rescued.
Isabel Mary Milne Home is

commemorated at the
Portsmouth Naval Memorial,
as well as the Canonbie and
Langholm War Memorials.

Isabel Mary Milne-Home sitting by the River Esk at Irvine House c. 1925

Serving in the WRNS during the Second World War

The River Esk by Irvine House in summer 2021

Commemorative book will
record casualties of war

The light drives 
out the darkness
LANGHOLM’S brightly lit suspension bridge met 
captivated onlookers on Saturday night.
Put on by the Centre Stage Community Theatre, the illumi-

nations known as Eskdale Reflections also included projections
of the 200-plus stones painted during lockdown by the
town’s residents.
Centre Stage Community Theatre’s Chris Jones said: “The

idea for this has been worked on since May and it was great
to see it finally take place.
“It was a feel-good thing to do and I’ve seen lots of nice

pictures so I hope people appreciated it.
“Last year there was the illumination of the Whita Hill mon-

ument in praise of key workers, which was great and though
the atrocious weather meant not as many people came to
see it, we’ve got plenty more illuminations to come in
Langholm.”
Works to the suspension bridge, which have been ongoing

since May, are due to finish on Monday.
The near-completion of the refurbished Suspension Bridge in Langholm was celebrated with
a light and sound show by Centre Stage Community Theatre
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LIVE country music is coming back
with a bang at the Buccleuch Centre.

After an unforeseen hiatus due to the
pandemic, the centre will reopen its
doors for a whole host of Irish country
music stars this September for its first
event, The Keep it Country Show, since
closing.

In just under two weeks’ time on
Wednesday 8 September, the stellar
line-up, including Philomena Begley who
will lay her ‘Blanket on the Ground’, and
Daniel O Donnell impressionist and 
comedian Gary Gamble, will take to the
stage.

Plus, Caitlin the presenter of 'Caitlin's
Country Hour', one of the most popular
shows on Keep It Country TV, as well
as singer Shaun Loughrey, and Aidan
Quinn, from County Tyrone.

Each of the performers will sing a cat-
alogue of their hit songs all in the com-
pany of the Keltic Storm Band.

Show promoter James McGarrity said,
much like other parts of Scotland, there
was a large Irish country music fanbase

in Langholm.
“With events that have happened over

the last 18 months the public are keen
to get back out and enjoy the live music
experience in a safe way,” he said.

•  Tickets for the show are now on
sale from the Buccleuch Centre box
office from 1st September in person
or on 013873 81196 or online at 
www.buccleuchcentre.com from now.

“Come on by!”. Sharon Tolson of Langholm captured this photo of a short eared owl keeping an eye on Langholm Moor
Camera: Samsung

The E&L Gallery

Stars set to Keep it Country in Langholm

Irish Country legend Philomena Begley

The hilarious and ever-popular Gary Gamble

Caitlin makes a welcome return to Langholm

ENTERTAINMENT



LANGHOLM
TOWN HALL
(Inside)

WEDNESDAYS
10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS
9am - 2pm
Access through

rear door
_____________

Royal Bank of Scotland
Mobile Van

Day Centre Car Park
THURSDAYS

11:45am - 12.25pm

To advertise

Call
013873
80012

COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

PLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

PROPERTY TO LET

ELECTRICIAN

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER
COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in The 
Eskdale and Liddesdale Advertiser, please come into the office
on Langholm High Street and speak to the editor, Rachel Norris.
Alternatively, please contact the Company Secretary
by email – secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk  or by writing to:-  

The Company Secretary, Muckle Toon Media, 
Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

MOBILE SERVICES

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES

Ring office for an excellent service on
01461 337303

On time, on budget and extremely professional

All aspects
of Testing

Rewiring

All aspects
of Electrical

WorkSolar LED
Lighting

Renewables

D
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CHIMNEY SWEEP

CUMBRIA METALS
FARM SCRAP

URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

HEADSTONES & MEMORIALS
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• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM

COMPLAINTS

BREWERY

Borderlands Brewery
116A High Street ●Langholm

Open every Friday 
4pm to 6pm for collection

Hand crafted Ale brewed in Langholm
Free delivery in Langholm and Canonbie
order via website or call 07843 896644

www.borderlandsbrewery.co.uk

PUBLIC NOTICES

www.dumgal.gov.uk

PLANNING
The applications, associated plans and documents can be viewed on-line by 
following the ePlanning link on the Council’s website at www.dumgal.gov.uk/
planning.  Written comments may be made by email to Planning@dumgal.
gov.uk or via the Council’s website, as noted above, by 09/09/2021 (Type A) or 
16/09/2021 (Type B).
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2013, Reg 20(1) (A) 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 
1997 (B)
Ref No/Type Address/Proposal
21/1577/LBC (B) 76 High Street, Langholm - Installation of three 
replacement windows on front elevation of first floor flatted dwelling
21/1626/FUL (A) 36 High Street, Langholm - Re-painting of  
shop frontage.
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Bowling
A FRIENDLY match 
between Langholm New
Town and Langholm Old
Town bowling clubs saw a
close battle between the
rivals.
While the first leg took place
in July with the Old Town
hosting but the New Town
succeeding by some margin,
the second leg on Tuesday
was a much closer affair.
There were good games
on both sides, and though
the Old Town came out on
top winning 48-47 this time,
the overall score over both
legs was Langholm New 106,
Langholm Old 90.
It was rounded off with
Kevin Irving presenting the
Fred Liggins shield to Paul
Mitchell.

■ SATURDAY saw the first
open pairs competition at
Langholm New Town bowl-
ing club.
The tournament took place
in memory of member John
‘Jake’ Reid and attracted a
total of 36 entries which were
mainly made up of locals.
The weather tried its best to
hold the tournament back,
however, the club were very
lucky to have some dry spells
throughout the day. 
For the second time this year,
the winners were Alistair Elliot
and Ross Blaikie from 
Newcastleton who beat Paul
and Carolle Warwick of the
host club in the final.
Semi-finalists on the day

were Neil Campbell and  
Lauren Scott of the New
Town and Kevin Irving and
Nicky Dunn of Langholm Old.
The beaten quarter finalists
all came from the host club -
Franny Graham and Luke
Tolson, Eric Beattie 
and David Reid, Duncan
Johnstone and Lawson Reid,
and Ronnie and Alison 
Johnstone.
President Paul Mitchell

thanked Christopher Reid for
sponsoring the competition,
as well as the whole Reid
family for being a huge part
of the day.
In addition thanks were given
to the bar volunteers and
those selling raffle tickets.

Bowlers have a
great weekend

L-R Back Row - Ross Blaikie (winner), Chris Reid, Scott Reid and Lawson
Reid, Jake’s sons and brother. Front row - Sarah Warwick, Alistair Elliot
(winner), Pauleen Innes and Ethel Johnstone who are Jake’s niece and sisters

Friendlies and pairs at New Town

Young Sports Leaders
YOUNGSTERS from local 
secondary schools had the
chance to be involved in a two-
day young sports leadership
academy this August.
Following an application process,
30 young people from schools in
Annan, Langholm, Lockerbie, and
Moffat Academy were selected and
brought together in Lockerbie
Academy for the intensive training
course.
Known as the Annandale and 
Eskdale Young Sports Leadership
Academy course, it saw them 
engage in the Go Lead Sports

Leadership Award covering      
communication, organisation, plan-
ning and evaluation, improvising,
working with others, and inclusion.
The course was supported with
funding by the Holywood Trust and
Magnox Limited and delivered by
Dumfries and Galloway Council’s
Active Schools and Community
Sport Team.
A spokesperson for the team said:
“The course is designed to develop
the skills of young people to organ-
ise, support and deliver sporting
sessions and help increase levels
of physical activity and support the
development of young sports 
people in their local schools 

and community.

Skills and training
“The programme, which has been
run successfully for eight years,
groups together pupils from S4-S6
to develop skills and training to
help support their progression in
further education or employment,
particularly in the field of sport and

sports coaching.”
During the course they explored
the STEPS coaching principle of
changing space, task, equipment,
and players to help engage, chal-
lenge and motivate individuals tak-
ing part in sport.
The two days training looked at
the principles around the safeguard-
ing and protection of children, dis-

ability inclusion, forward planning,
and included several practical 
delivery examples.
Discussions around the Saltire
Awards, the Scottish government's
way of celebrating, recognising and
rewarding the commitment, contri-
bution and achievements of young
volunteers in Scotland, aged 
between 12 and 25, also took place.

Annandale and Eskdale Young Sports Leadership Academy course attracted 30 young people from around the region

Sports leaders
of the future

Kevin Irving, left, presents 
Paul Mitchell with the 
Fred Liggins Shield

A GOLD winning perfor-
mance was achieved at the
recent English Athletics
Championships by a 16-
year-old recipient of the
Welcome to Langholm 
Future champions.
Despite a broken arm 
sustained 48 hours earlier,
Molly Reville from Templand
put in a fine performance in
the under-17 long jump to
take the title at the champi-
onships in Manchester earlier
this month.
The Edinburgh AC athlete
took the lead in the second
round of the event, which
was held at Sportcity, a track
that sits in the shadows of
Manchester City’s Etihad 
Stadium with a jump of
5.82m.
She lost this lead to her
main rival on the penultimate
jump of the event but 
regained it, winning the gold
medal with her last jump of
5.87m.
It was 5cm ahead of second
placed Seren Rodgers of
Taunton and just behind her
personal best of the 5.89m
she had set the week previ-
ous.
Speaking to England 
Athletics, Molly said: “I really
enjoyed it, especially given
the accident I had a couple

of days ago.”
She followed this up 
by recently competing for the
Scotland under-20 ath-
letics team at Manchester
International, alongside two

further athletes who received
funding through the Welcome
to Langholm Future 
Champions award scheme.
18-year-old Nicole 
Proudfoot from Annan, and
18-year-old Danny Gracie
from Annan joined her to
compete against teams from
England, Wales, Northern
Ireland and a GB team.
Nicole ran a personal best
time in the 100m hurdles with
a time of 14.38 secs to win
the silver medal.
Danny also threw a per-
sonal best in the hammer,
throwing 58.39m which was
enough to win a bronze
medal.
While Molly jumped 5.67m
which earned her fourth
place.

Golden award for Molly

“WELCOME TOLANGHOLM”
Future Champions Awards

Molly Reville is supported by the
Welcome to Langholm 

Future Champions Awards

Nicole Proudfoot, Danny Gracie, and Molly Reville at the
Manchester event



Paralympics
A PROUD family are hoping two of
their own will take Tokyo by storm
when they compete at this year’s
Paralympics.
Libby and Stephen Clegg are 

already in Tokyo ready to take part
in their respective sports, with 31-
year-old Libby running in the 200m
T11 class and 25-year-old Stephen
swimming in the S12 category.
“The whole family is amazingly proud
of them,” said mum Moira Beattie.
“It’s the first time I’ve not been able
to go to the games with my children
who are competing, I travelled to Rio
and Beijing before and it was nice to
be there, but not this time.
“They’ll do fine though, they still
won’t be able to see each other 
because they’re unable to mix due to
the Covid restrictions, but they’ll be
great.”
Both Libby and Stephen have visual
impairments.
At the Beijing games in 2008 and
again at the London games in 2012,
Libby won a silver medal in the T12
100m race.
In Rio in 2016, she won gold in
both the T11 200m and 100m.
Stephen’s races will begin tomorrow
for 100m backstroke heats at 
approximately 1am – all in BST - and
if he gets through to the final, 9am
the same day.

For the 100m freestyle heats on
Tuesday it will be 1.10am, followed
hopefully by the final at 9.20am.
The 100m butterfly heats on 3
September, take place at 2.15am,
followed by a final at 10.50am.
Libby is nursing an Achilles injury
with her races set to begin next 
Thursday at 2am for the heats, a
semi-final at 1.30am the next day
dependent on the result, and a final
on 4 September at 11.20am.
She will also be competing in the
100m universal relay which begins
at 4am on 3 September.
“Everyone has been asking after
them,” added Moira.
“Stephen was brought up in 
Newcastleton and there are plenty
excited to see him swim – he broke
the world record in April for the 100m
butterfly – it’s been held for eight
years - so there are high hopes.”
Both follow in the footsteps of their
brother James Clegg who won a
bronze medal in London in 2012 in
the 100m freestyle S12.
Langholm’s former Paralympians 
include Alan Corrie who won a gold
in archery at the 1976 Toronto games.
He he also won bronze for the indi-
vidual at the games in Toronto, as
well as a silver medal for the men's
double team paraplegic in Arnham in
the Netherlands in 1980.
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Everyone at Milntown is looking forward to the return of the game

Rugby returns
to Milntown

Rugby
RUGBY will return to  
Milntown this Saturday
after almost 18 months
without a match.
Langholm Rugby Club is
celebrating its 150 year 
anniversary this year and
after a long hiatus due to
the pandemic, they will wel-
come back club members
and supporters.
The club will play host to
visitors Hawick Harlequins
RFC and Galashiels YM
RFC, with a number of short
matches starting at 3pm 
being played.
It will be the first time since 

February 2020 they have
been able to play a match,
however, newly refurbished
clubrooms await their return.
Club chairman Kenneth
Pool said: "It's great that we
will have rugby back after
all these months and every-
body is looking forward to it.
"With the new season due
to start on 4 September, the
friendlies on Saturday will
give the lads a chance to
get some contact rugby and
have a good run out.
"It also gives our supporters
the chance to watch some
lingering at Milntown after
almost 18 months of 
nothing."

Clegg siblings
compete in Tokyo

Libby Clegg will compete in the 220m T1 Class in Tokyo

E&L
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Stephen Clegg will swim in the S12 swimming category

Below:
Langholm’s Ali Corrie with his medal haul 

after the Paralympic Games in Toronto in 1976


