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Fears that falling scaffolding and masonry may kill or injure 
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Weather perfect for
Craigs’ Fun Ride

WITH the traditional 
Castle Craigs Club ride-outs
cancelled for a 
second year in a row, it was
decided to hold a fun-ride
last Saturday.

full story: page 8 & 9

Welcome to Langholm
Sports Awards

RUNNER Conan Harper of
Langholm has become the
latest young person to receive
a “Welcome to Langholm”
Future Champions award.

full story: page15

full story: page 

Damning report brands
church a danger to public

in pLACE of its normal ‘Setterday afore’ ride-out,
the Castle Craigs Club organised a fun ride for
young and old alike.

the event was attended
by 68 horse riders who
all enjoyed the ride 
immensely in the warm 
summer weather.

photos and story 
pages 8 and 9

Emily beattie and Ellie hotson are all smiles on the 
Castle Craigs’ fun ride

Great day out at
Craigs’ Fun Ride

A DEVASTATING report on
the state of the spire at Erskine
church in Langholm High
Street has revealed the
stonework and scaffolding are
in such a poor condition they
could fall and injure or kill
someone below.

The survey engineers, con-
tracted to inspect it, are refusing
to go up into the scaffolding for
fear of an accident.

The report was written by 
Pendrich Height Services of 
Edinburgh which said serious
safety implications had become
apparent to the external struc-
ture.

It said: “Our survey engineers
have refused to survey this struc-
ture in the future because of the
structural condition of the scaf-
fold and stonework which is
currently a safety risk because
of gradual deterioration over the
years.”

It added: “After 19 years of
the scaffolding being in position,
its integrity is now unsafe with
regards to the boards which have
rotted and no longer afford 
appropriate protection to the
structure or public directly 
below.

“The stonework, around which
the scaffolding was encapsulated
for the reasons of being danger-
ous, has degenerated to a 
degree that the stonework is now
falling out of the structure and
onto the scaffolding which is an
immediate concern.

“We have a duty of care to
protect the public and I can cat-
egorically say the scaffolding

no longer affords adequate pro-
tection and the stonework to the
structure is dangerous to a degree
that it could cause personal injury
or death.”

The company said it would
not be responsible for any 
destruction caused by falling ob-
jects, whether the scaffolding or
masonry, until they were made
safe.

From what they have seen on
site, the options available to the
Council / Building Occupier are:

Option 1
It suggests upgrading the scaf-

folding and fit braces around it
to give extra support to the struc-
ture.

The existing masonry, which
is in jeopardy of falling, needs
to be supported and it recom-
mends vertical splints are placed
over the spire and tower section
and compressed with ratchets
to form a temporary support.

>Turn to Page 2
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The condition of the Erskine Church spire is worrying residents
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> From Page 1
The other option is to dismantle
the spire and scaffolding and cap
the tower with a flat roof to prevent
any water getting inside.
It proposed lowering all
stonework into the interior of the
church and store it in there.
The third option is to repair the
spire and tower by replacing the
stonework to a degree of integrity
to allow the scaffolding to be sys-
tematically removed.
A Dumfries and Galloway
Council spokesperson said: “The
primary responsibility for ensuring
that buildings do not fall into a
dangerous condition rests with
the owner.
“The powers given to local 
authorities by the Building 
(Scotland) Act 2003 do not 
diminish this responsibility but
are merely a ‘safety net’ to be

used to protect the public when it
appears to a local authority that,
for whatever reason, a building
owner has failed in their duty to
fulfil this responsibility.
“The council has contacted the
current owner to remind him of
his responsibilities.
“It also regularly monitors the
building’s condition to ensure
there is no immediate danger to
the public.
“The options for the retention
or replacement of the scaffolding
are under active consideration.
“The church is a Category B
listed building in the Langholm
Conservation Area and the spire
is a prominent historic landmark.
“Its demolition would be con-
sidered only as a last resort if
there was a clear and imminent
danger to the public.”
Alison and Robert Aston, who

live next to the church and regu-
larly pick up pieces of scaffolding,
asked a friend, who is a chartered
surveyor, to look at the church.
He said it was “atrocious” that
the council had not done anything
since receiving the report in April.
While he was looking at the
spire earlier this week, many peo-
ple came up to him and told him
not to stand there. The building
was dangerous and they were very
worried about it.
He said: “The council has a
major problem on its hands. I’m
concerned it’s had the report since
April and done nothing about it.
“The council has a duty of care
with dangerous structures. If a
piece of stone fell onto an adjoin-
ing property, it would go right
down to the ground floor.
“A scaffolding plank from that
height could kill someone. The

council could find itself facing a
corporate manslaughter charge.”
He believes that if the council
spent money on the church and
sent the bill to the owner, he could
liquidate the company which
owned it.
It would go to the receiver and
it would then be passed to the
council and could be declared
ownerless.
He said he could not get inside
the building but he could smell
the dry rot.
It might cost millions of pounds
but he would not want to have a
loss of life on his conscience.
He said the best advice he could
give to Langholm residents was
to ring the council to report a
dangerous structure on 01387
260199 from 9am to 5pm, Monday
to Friday or 030 3333 3000 out
of hours.
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People urged to ring council

Plant burn fear
Giant hogweed must be made a priority
ERADICATING giant hogweed
must be made a priority, 
despite funding problems,
says Annandale East and 
Eskdale councillor Ronnie Tait.
The statement addresses  
locals’ concerns after several 
reports of the dangerous plant
being seen from the Old Town
Bowling Club to Land’s End.
His comments are directed at
Galloway Fisheries Trust (GFT)
which has controlled the invasive,
non-native plants along the Esk
since 2008.
“I met several of the GFT team
members at the Kilngreen,’ he
said.
“I highlighted other areas, 
especially on the riverbanks 
already mentioned and, after
some interesting conversations
with the trust’s Philip Dowling
and Victoria Semple, it appears
their problems are mainly to do
with funding.
“This means the trust must 
prioritise the eradication of the
worst-affected areas.”
They indicated it was almost
impossible to keep on top of all
these plants along riverbanks in
Dumfries and Galloway.
A possible way forward was to
put some long-term structures
in place.
This would involve working with
stakeholders to help achieve this
objective.
“The importance of keeping on
top of these plants is paramount,”
Mr Tait added, “especially giant
hogweed because of the dan-
gerous nature of this plant to
public health, especially 
children.”

It was introduced to Scotland
by horticulturalists as an orna-
mental plant in the 19th century.
It can grow several metres high
and looks similar to enormous
cow parsley.
However, its sap is toxic and,
if touched, can cause life-

changing burns, blisters and
scaring.
Currently, the safest and most
effective way to eradicate the
plant is to treat the emerging
leaves with the herbicide
glyphosate in springtime.

An increasing number of giant hogweed plants are growing along the River Esk

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church Services
Sunday 1st August

Langholm 10am
Westerkirk 1.30pm

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Social Distancing 
will be observed.  

Please wear masks. 
Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 80859
Mobile. 07543 179469

Charity no. SCO11946

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale Church
welcomes you to

Worship on Sunday
mornings at 10am

and 
Canonbie Church

at 11:30am 
Worshippers will be
required to adhere to
Covid restrictions. 
If you are seeking
pastoral support or
wish to arrange a
wedding or baptism
please contact Rev
Morag Crossan on

07861736071 or email
mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk

Church Notices

Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

J. & A. Hodgson
Independent Family Funeral Directors

134 High Street, Annan
A Caring Family Firm
Caring for your family

Private Rest Room
For 24 hour caring personal service

Tel. 01461 205920
Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors Member
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available on request

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser is part funded by the
above organisations along with charitable trusts and 

individuals from the community of Langholm.

James Rae & Sons
Headstones and Memorials

● Headstones
● Memorials
● Children’s Memorials
● Desks and Vases
● Memorial Design
● Memorial Restoration

11a George Street ● Annan
01461 202083 ● www.jraeandsonsheadstones.co.uk

Deaths

BELLA BROOKS
We are sad to announce the death of Bella
Brooks (née Barnfather) at the Glen Arun care
home in Horsham on 18th July. Born in 1924 to
Annie and John, she left for London to marry
Stan. After his death she returned to Langholm
for many years before returning south to live
near her daughters Maureen, Heather and Valery.
She will be missed by all the families. 
Cremation is in Sussex but any memorial
donations to the Langholm Day Centre via
freemanbrothers.co.uk/remember

Councillor Ronnie Tait meets members of the Galloway Fisheries Trust in Langholm
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Cases are
still high
A STUBBORNLY-high number
of new COVID-19 cases was
seen in Dumfries and Galloway
in the week ending last Sunday.
There were 215 cases com-

pared with 220 the previous
week.  
Numbers of identified close

contacts of cases increased, rising
from 560 to 598. 
Dr Andrew Rideout, public

health consultant, said: “Al-
though cases of COVID-19 in
Scotland are falling, which is
very welcome, numbers in Dum-
fries and Galloway are remaining
stubbornly static. 
“Increasingly, the concern is

that, as we approach further re-
laxations of restrictions, which
limit spread, the number might
increase. 
“People continue being admit-

ted to hospital with COVID-19,
although, thankfully, at much
lower numbers than during pre-
vious waves.  
“Vaccinations play a significant

role in preventing hospitalisations
and deaths. 
“However, it’s very important

for everyone’s welfare and the
sustainability of our services
that we don’t see a further in-
crease in case numbers.”

School transfer news
Langholm Alliance to consult on use of former primary building
THE Langholm Alliance has
welcomed the news that 
Dumfries and Galloway
Council is giving it the chance
to take on the former primary
school.
The alliance’s community en-

terprise manager, Nicol Nicol-
son, was contacted by the coun-
cil to say it had not opted to
recommend the private bid first
lodged on the school in 
January.
This meant the alliance was

in a position to start consulting
and business planning on the
premises, with a view to taking
its case to the Scottish Land
Fund for a technical assistance
grant which would assess 
feasibility.
It would need to act quickly

because there was no guarantee
the site would be taken off the
market until it had met the con-
ditions for a Stage 2 Community
Asset Transfer acceptance by
the council.
This would give them a six-

month window in which to sort
out its  finances.
It could look at various other

routes for funding such as the
UK government’s community
ownership fund, which opened
its second round in December.

Everyone
Nicol told the E&L Advertiser:

“This has to be a project for
everyone. 
“By that, I mean I want as

many people in the community
to benefit from it as they can

but also as many people as pos-
sible to play a part in shaping
its future.
“It’s too big a project for a

handful of people to get off the
ground.
“We have to balance what the

community wants with what will
be a sustainable development
which can pay for itself.
“One note of caution: the fea-

sibility study may indicate the
cost of taking this on is prohibitive

but we need to know that.
“We have to put a business

plan together and do it as quick-
ly as humanly possible but take
on as many views as possible.”

10 per cent
The alliance needs to show

at least 10 per cent of the pop-
ulation supports the project be-
fore it can go to the council
which will take it off the market
for six months while the alliance
sorts its finances.

Nicol added: “It’s exciting.
There is a lot of potential for
this site and there aren’t many
others. It ticks several boxes
for the community.
“We’ll work with organisa-

tions and individuals to ensure
that what we set out to do has
the greatest level of buy-in.
“This is not an overnight thing;

it may have to be done in several
stages.
“There will be priorities in

terms of who is ready to do
work or move in and make it a
sustainable place.
“I don’t want people to be

disheartened by that; it’s just
the reality of taking on some-
thing of that scale.
The alliance is focusing on

its three priority projects: mak-
ing Langholm an outdoor recre-
ation hub and helping the town
to compete with what is hap-
pening to the west and east.

Armstrong
The second is heritage which

starts with the town’s 400th an-
niversary in September and the
50th anniversary of Neil Arm-
strong’s visit in March 1972. 
The third is creating a space

for young people.
The building also has potential

to include a bunkhouse and
café, a place for arts and culture
and small businesses.
Nicol said: “I don’t want to

be asking public money to be
thrown at it until I’m confident
this is a self-sustaining venture
which the community can get
behind.”

DUMFRIESSHIRE MP David Mundell has
praised the Eskdale and Liddesdale 
Advertiser's editor Rachel Norris on her
21 years’ service to the newspaper.
Presenting her with a gift to mark her pending

departure during a lunch in the Buccleuch
Centre, Langholm, he highlighted her dedication
to the historic title during a period of great
change in the print media.
Mr Mundell said: "Rachel has covered the

E&L's patch without fear or favour and her in-
sight into the unique character of communities
in scenic, but remote, areas of two Scottish
local authority areas and the Cumbrian border
country, proved invaluable.
"Her editorial stewardship has also coincided

with the title's transition from being part of a
relatively large commercial regional newspaper
group to an independent community interest
company.
"Both I and my son, Oliver, as MSP, have

appreciated the objective but fair way she
has tackled local and national issues affecting
Eskdale and Liddesdale and wish Rachel all
the best in the next chapter of her life."
He also met the E&L's newly-appointed com-

munity editor Danielle Kenneally, who has

Rachel’s long service marked by MP

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

Rachel Norris receives a gift from David Mundell MP to mark her 21 years of
service at the E&L Advertiser. New editor Danielle Kennealley looks on.

The Langholm Alliance has the chance to buy the old primary school from Dumfries and Galloway Council

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

Sandilands - Unit 2 Sandilands, Longtown,
Carlisle, Cumbria, CA6 5LY - 01228 792497
Market Street - 1/2 Market Street, Carlisle,

Cumbria, CA3 8QJ - 01228 739926

BIKESEVEN  EVERY TIME ORIGINAL, ALWAYS GREAT VALUE

always
MOVING YOU
www.bikeseven.co.uk

►

moved to Langholm from the Guernsey Press in the
Channel Islands.
Mr Mundell added: "I was delighted to meet Danielle,

who has been shadowing Rachel, and wish her every
success in her interesting and challenging new role."



AFTER three years in the role
of local facilitator in
Langholm, Scotland’s Urban
Regeneration Forum’s Peter
Renwick will be leaving.
Appointed in September 2018

to manage the newest site in
SURF’s Alliance for Action pro-
gramme to support locally
agreed regeneration initiatives,
Peter has helped play a role in
supporting the town.
Supported by the National 

Lottery Community Fund and
the Scottish government, it 
included supporting the town’s
economic and tourism devel-
opment, as well as collaborating
with community groups.
Highlights of his time in the

role has been supporting the
2020-30 Langholm community
action plan, and managing the
Langholm Alliance tourism sub-
group.
He assisted in the £3.8m. com-

munity buyout of the 5,200 acre
Langholm Moor and Tarras 
Valley, led by the Langholm
Initiative.
He also managed the £60,000

Langholm Town Centre 
Improvement Scheme in part-
nership with Dumfries and 
Galloway Council, plus the
‘Making Places: Upstart initia-
tive’, which engages a younger
demographic of 14-40-year-olds,
in the town’s future develop-
ment.
SURF policy manager Derek

Rankine said Peter had 
succeeded in a challenging role

that required a vast array of
skills - relationship building,
partnership working, community
empowerment, project manage-
ment, and economic develop-
ment.
“Peter has approached the role

tremendously well and delivered
on our key objectives,” he said.
“He leaves a strong legacy of
practical achievement, and will
be greatly missed by the SURF
team and by our local and 
regional partners.”
Peter will be taking up the

position of arts programmer at
Glenkens Community Arts Trust.
His new responsibilities will

be activities at the acclaimed
CatStrand cultural venue in New
Galloway and across the wider
Galloway Glens area.
Echoing Derek’s comments,

SURF chief executive Euan
Leitch added: “SURF’s loss is
the CatStrand’s gain and we
wish Peter all the best in his
exciting new role.
“We will be working closely

with Peter over his remaining
weeks in post and engaging with
local stakeholders, as we plan
for continuation of local Alliance
for Action activity and look to
build on Peter’s outstanding
work.”
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Pastures new for Peter

Scarecrows
to the ready
FOR the second year
running, because of COVID-
19 restrictions, Canonbie
Flower Show, as such, will
not be held but we are
running the scarecrow
competition.
Entries to Liz Smith at

Canonbie post office or Janice
Sheppard on 07825 615 824 or
013873 75456.
These are to be displayed by

Thursday, August 12 and
judged on what would have
been show day, Saturday,
August 14.
We will also run the pet show

on the playing field on the 14th
and ask that you just turn up as
usual with your pets.
At this time, I would like to

ask for help on the day for next
year’s show on Saturday,

August 20.
We are struggling for helpers.

Please contact Gillian on
01228 791900 or contact any
committee member. 

Gillian Lamont
Secretary/Treasurer

Canonbie Flower Show

Thanks from Jerome
MAY we, through the
courtesy of your columns, say
a heartfelt thank you to
everyone for making
Jerome’s memorial tractor
run a huge success.
Thank you to Wullie Turnbull
for organising the event, along
with a good friend of Jerome’s,
Mick Haining, who started the
run on the day. Also to Pete
McRoberts and all others for
helping.
Thank you to Anne and Jim
Wood for the use of their land
on the day and to Claire
Johnson’s catering, not
forgetting Pelosi’s for a
welcome ice cream on such a
hot day.
A huge thank you to all the
tractor drivers for taking time 

out to come and support the
event and to all the supporters
on the day.
About £800 was raised in
Jerome’s memory which we, as
a family, have decided to
donate half to the Xcel Project
in Langholm who do amazing
work with the kids and the
other half to the Blood Bikes in
Dumfriesshire who are a great
asset to our area.
Lastly, can we say a heartfelt
thank you to all our friends
who have helped and
supported us during this past
difficult year.
Thank you all again

Angela, Susan, 
Gary and Nancy

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

Pothole
praise
I WOULD like to send a big
thank you to Dumfries and
Galloway Council’s roads
authority for repairing the
large pothole on the
Langholm to Lockerbie
Road (B7068) on the
outskirts of Langholm.
I appreciate that, particularly

in current circumstances, the
council must have a workload
equal to that of Father
Christmas on Christmas Eve
but it has saved a lot of
vehicles from damage and
maybe even worse.
So, thankyou to all

concerned from grateful
drivers in the Muckle Toon.

Name and address 
supplied

Peter was involved with the
Langholm Moor Buyout

Scarecrow winner from 2019

Letters to the editor Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or

email your comments to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk
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Community Land Scotland
role funded to inspire locals

August
market
A NEW food and produce mar-
ket starts in Langholm next
month and will be held on Au-
gust 7, September 18, October
2, November 6 and December
4, the Christmas lights switch-
on day. 
The market will run from 9am
to 1pm, except in December
when it will be 2pm to 7pm.
The stallholders include Beat-
ties Bakes - cakes and sweet
treats; Browns Family Butchers
- pies and savoury treats; Car-
winley Preserves - jams & chut-
neys; Borderlands Brewery –
craft beer; Oor Bees - honey
and other bee products; Coco
Company – chocolates; David
Collins Fish Can; and Little
Buds Nursery – plants.
____________________

Teatowel
deadline
PEOPLE, who ordered tea tow-
els of the painted stones in
Langholm, have until tomorrow
to collect and pay for them.
Any unclaimed by tomorrow
will go to those on the waiting
list. 
Email pinczadies@gmail.com 

£41,570 awarded by SOSE for community land ownership projects
FURTHER investment has
been given to southern 
Scotland in order to inspire
and encourage community
land ownership projects.
South of Scotland Enterprise,
the region’s economic and com-
munity development agency,
who provided the Eskdale 
Foundation £92,000 of funding
to convert Langholm’s former
Police station into affordable
flats, have awarded Community
Land Scotland with £41,570.
SOSE’s Kate Musgrave said
the hope was to unlock further
local potential, and provide sup-
port for them in their community
ownership ambitions.
“Whether this is buying large
tracts of farm or woodland, 
redeveloping town centres, 
retaining important local build-
ings through finding new uses,
we aim to listen to our commu-
nities and work alongside them
to achieve their goals,” she said.
“We know this is the key to
creating a region that is 

sustainable and an even better
place to live, work and invest in.”
The money will be used to
help fund the CLS’s south of
Scotland development officer,
Aimee Hesp’s newly acquired
role, to help build capacity in
the community land sector.
“I’m really looking forward
to getting to know communities
across the south of Scotland
better and in particular their
ambitions and aspirations for
their own future,” said Aimee.

Great examples
“There are lots of great 
examples in the Highlands and
Islands where community
ownership has turned round the
fortunes of a place, allowing
local people to shape their own
future and ensure that income
generated stays within that 
community.
“Working together we can do
so much to inspire and encour-
age more communities to get
involved. 

Ailsa Raeburn, chairwoman
of CLS said: “The support that
SOSE has already shown to
communities in their ambition
to buy and develop local land
and buildings that are important
to them, has been inspiring.
“Owning critical local assets

means that local people control
their own future; it also means
that the value and income from
these properties stay within that
community to be reinvested for
local good.
“So many people have seen
large projects such as windfarms

or other renewable 
developments, town centre 
regeneration and housing happen
without any local benefit and
this is the opportunity to change
that.”
From major investments, such
as the Langholm buyout to more
local projects such as Space to
Grow in Moffat, the SOSE 
team have underlined their 
commitment to community-led 
regeneration.
“At CLS we are keen to see
this investment built upon,”
added Ailsa.
“With communities sharing
their stories, helping each other
and learning more about the big
challenges that face us all such
as depopulation, lack of afford-
able housing, loss of services
and climate adaption and 
mitigation.
“We are really grateful to
SOSE for their support for the
project which will ensure many
more communities are able to
own land and buildings 
to support their own 
development.”

IN BRIEF

A NUMBER of lucky youngsters took a trip
to the Lake District last week, thanks to the
return of the Xcel holiday programme.
The charity usually offers holiday programmes
for young people in Eskdale every year but has
been unable to because of the pandemic.
It has been back up and running part-time
since early June and restarted some activities.
This includes a trip to the Mabie Farm Park in
Dumfries in early July and Fusion Trampoline
Park in Carlisle a week later.
Most recently, they visited the Lake District
Wildlife Park in Bassenthwaite, Keswick where

the group saw lemurs, zebras and meerkats.
Duncan Elliott, Xcel project manager, said
those involved were a ‘credit to the community’
and it had been great to catch up with them.
"It has been great to offer them something
after a tough 18 months,” he said.
“They need to get out and enjoy themselves
during the holidays and I hope the programme
has enabled them to do that.
“We haven't been able to offer as much as we
have done in the past but it was important we
followed the guidance and we have tried to do
as much as we could." 

Online subscriptions to the

are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read

anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT!  

CLS’s new south of Scotland development officer Aimee Hesp

We’re all going to the zoo

Youngsters from Eskdale enjoy a day out at the Lake District Wildlife Park near Keswick
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Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

6 Thursday July 29, 2021

C&D Auction Marts Ltd had forward
1,818 store lambs at the weekly sale on
Tuesday, July 20 at Longtown.
Another good show attracted more buy-

ers and all classes met an unbelievable
trade all day, with late high rates easily
maintained to average £84.14 a head.
Top £125 for Texels from Broomhills,

Hethersgill, others to £119 Espland &
Victoria House, £115 Monk; Beltex to
£111 High Aketon; Charollais to £107
Monk; Suffolks to £99 Monklaw; Cheviot
to £92 Oliver Road; Half-Bred to £80
Monklaw; Greyfaces to £78 Whint-
ingstown.
A varied entry of store cattle was forward

on the same day, with quality lots in de-
mand. The sale topped at £1,190 for a
Limousin heifer shown by GW Dinnin,
Nether Albie, Waterbeck, with yearling
Limousin bullocks to £1,040 from R Beat-
tie, East High Ridge, Hexham.
Breeding cattle to £1,360 for a British

Blue x cow with Limousin calf from
Nether Albie. 
Next store cattle sale, Tuesday, August

3 and special August sale of store cattle,
suckler calves and breeding cattle on
Tuesday, August 17.
The mart had forward 4,593 sheep com-

prising 2,421 spring lambs and 2,172 cast
ewes and rams at the weekly sale on
Thursday, July 22.
A small show of cast cows was forward.

They continue to sell at recent high rates,
with more numbers needed weekly.
The sale topped at £1,036 for a Belted

Galloway from Hoscote Estate, Hawick,
who sold others at 184p. 
A similar show of 2,421 new season

spring lambs was forward and received a
blistering trade from start to finish, out-
stripping all deadweight outlets and live
weigh and pay collections by a country
mile. All classes of prime lambs are in
massive demand and more are needed
weekly to satisfy a hugely-competitive
customer demand. An overall sale average
of 273p (SQQ 274.8p). 
The best quality export lambs topped

the sale at 325p and 323p for Beltex
lambs shown by Miss K White, Morwood,
Bardon Mill, closely followed at 323p
for a penful of tremendous Dutch Texel
lambs consigned from WR Sparke & Son,
Little Swinburne, Hexham.
Commercial export lambs sold to a big

trade and many pens surpassed 275ppk. 
Heavy lambs were in huge demand as

a national shortage means weighty lambs
are very good to cash. Several pens realised
£140 plus and sold to a top per head of
£158 for Texel lambs shown by Lawson
Agri, Middle Foot, Hethersgill.
Handy-weight lambs 32-37kg sold to a

great trade and many pens realised 285ppk
plus. More are needed to fill an unprece-
dented demand. Beltex lambs topped this
section of the sale at 323p, consigned by
Miss K White, Morwood. Texels topped
at 305p, consigned by R&WD&SR
Charleton, Whiteside Farm, Haltwhistle.
Mules topped at 271p, consigned by
Messrs I Clark, Paddockhole, Lockerbie.
Blackface lambs sold very well for the
second week in succession and a pen of
25 consigned by Messrs Murray, Sewing-
shields, Hexham made 257p.
Principal prices (per kilo): Beltex 325p,

323p Morwood, 320p Thornthwaite Close,

317p High Greenhill, 309p, 306p Braehead,
300p Burnside & Gallowberry. Dutch
Texel 323p, 298p, 290p Little Swinburne.
Texel 305p Whiteside, 304p Middle Foot,
303p Paddockhole & Langdyke Cottage,
302p Shawhill & Whiteside, 300p
Langdyke Cottage, White Knowe & North
Corrielaw. Charollais 293p Whitehall,
283p Carruthers, 277p Knowe, 276p Meik-
le Barncleugh, 275p Barnglies. Cheviot
287p Earlside. Suffolk 280p Meikle Barn-
cleugh, 278p Cambeckhill, 276p Staffler,
Falnash & Swaites, 274p Staffler &
Frankstown, 273p Fallowfield. Mule 271p
Paddockhole, Whiteside & Barsalloch,
270p Burnfoot. A smaller show of 2,172
ewes was forward. A plainer show of
ewes was forward to the same competitive
ring of buyers and sold to easily maintain
recent high rates of return. Best quality
Texel ewes were in short supply.
Heavy ewes topped at £188 for a Texel

shown by C Jackson, Langdyke Cottage,
Ecclefechan. Hill ewes topped at £114
for Cheviots from JT Fleming & Son,
Falnash, Hawick and Blackface ewes sold
to £109 for a penful from J Wight &
Sons, Midlock, Biggar. Mule ewes topped
at £125 for a penful consigned by Third
Farms, Third Farm, Lockerbie. Rams to
£220 for North Country Cheviots from
Beckfoot.
A smaller show of 2,172 ewes was for-

ward. A plainer show of ewes was forward
to the same competitive ring of buyers
and sold to easily maintain recent high
rates of return. Best quality Texel ewes
were in short supply. Heavy ewes topped
at £188 for a Texel shown by C Jackson,
Langdyke Cottage, Ecclefechan.

Hill ewes topped at £114 for Cheviots
from JT Fleming & Son, Falnash, Hawick
and Blackface ewes sold to £109 for a
penful from J Wight & Sons, Midlock,
Biggar. Mule ewes topped at £125 for a
penful consigned by Third Farms, Third
Farm, Lockerbie. 
Rams to £220 for North Country

Cheviots from Beckfoot.
Heavy ewes: Texel £188, £176 Langdyke

Cottage, £174 High Greenhill & Dashwell
Green, £170 Kimmeter Green Cottage,
£168 Beckfoot, £162 High Greenhill. Suf-
folk £146, £137 Beckfoot, £131 Palace-
knowe, £129 Beckfoot, £129 Parkhill,
£128 Brisco Meadow, £127, £125 Sor-
rowlessfield Mains. Cheviot Mule £127
Parkhill, £119 Grange, £116 Dipton. Mule
£125 Third, £119 Staffler, £117 Cotland,
£114 Third & Windyhill, £113 Burnfoot,
Brisco Meadows & Somerton, £112 White-
side. North Country Cheviot £124 Third,
£121 Carruthers, £120 Crowhall, £114
Castlehill, £112 Earlside. Bluefaced Le-
icester £122 Whitton. Zwartble £116
Somerton. 
Light ewes: Cheviot £114 Falnash, £109

Becks, £106 Falnash, £103 Becks, £96
Falnash, £94 Becks, £92 Blackburn &
Dipton. Blackface £109 Midlock, £87
Whiteside, £85 Midlock, £81 Kingside,
£80 Blackburn. Swaledale £74, £70 Croft
Road. Lleyn £74 Bidlake.
Rams: North Country Cheviot £220

Beckfoot. Charollais £200 Beckfoot. Texel
£190 Becks. Millennium Blue £146 Dip-
ton. Bluefaced Leicester £122 Burgh
Head. Suffolk £120 Dipton, £116 Beck-
foot.

Around the marts

Fatigue in farming
can injure or kill

Diversification
enterprise award
APPLICATIONS are open
for the new AgriScot 
Diversified Farm of the Year
award, sponsored by Royal
Bank of Scotland and sup-
ported and facilitated by SAC
Consulting, part of SRUC.
The award is open to farming
businesses in Scotland able to
show excellence in a diversified,
farm-based enterprise from
tourism to renewable energy to
retail.
Ceri Ritchie, sector manager
at SAC Consulting, said: “Many
farm businesses have success-
fully diversified to create new
on-farm enterprises and income
streams.
“This award is a chance to
showcase this forward-thinking
and innovation and to be an
ambassador for farming.”
The Scottish farm business
survey results earlier this year
highlighted the importance of
diversification as farm incomes

come under pressure and subject
to the twin uncertainties of the
global climate emergency and
changes in agricultural policy.
Sascha Grierson, senior project
manager at SAC Consulting for
the survey, said: “The bright
result on the horizon in the sur-
vey is the impact of diversifying
on business profitability.
“Farms double their farm busi-
ness income with often fairly
straightforward diversifications
which do not need large
amounts of capital.
“Diversification has the 
potential for farmers to generate
new income streams and provide
a sustainable future for their
farming business.”

Download the application
form at ww.sruc.ac.uk/agriscot-
dfya
The deadline for receipt of
applications is 5pm on Monday,
September 20.

A PhD psychology student at
Aberdeen University studying
the impacts of fatigue on farm
safety asks whether there is a
connection between the risk
of an accident in agriculture
and workplace fatigue.
Ilina Tone is part of the 
Non-technical Skills Agriculture
(NTSAg) group.

She said: “Farmers have prob-
ably felt extremely tired at work
at least once in the past year,
especially when going through
calving or lambing, working
long hours or during the night,
dealing with high workload,
not sleeping properly or at all. 
“Fatigue is when you wake
up tired day after day, when

you feel you don’t have the
same power to get up and do
jobs or a consistent feeling of
not having slept.
“Fatigue can put you and oth-
ers at risk of accident and 
injury.
“Many farmers, who have 
taken part in our research, fre-
quently reported the incidents
they were involved in boiled
down to fatigue or rushing.
“We interviewed farmers on
their experience of fatigue.
“Many said they took more
risks or shortcuts and rushed to
get the job done when extremely
tired.
“Their alertness or concen-
tration dropped and they were
aware of what was going on
around them but less able to
spot when things were going
wrong.
“Fatigue can be prevented
most of the time in farming
through good sleep, proper food

and relaxation, but not always.
“It is sometimes a fact of life
in agriculture because you can’t
stop calving or harvest from
happening every year.
“What can you do to tackle
fatigue when it creeps in? Some
of the farmers in our study sug-
gested several useful strategies.
Firstly, foremost, the moment
you feel the first signs of fatigue,
take a break. Or, even better,
take a quick nap in a safe space. 
Firstly, it’s important and per-
fectly normal to occasionally
take time off, preferably to get
away from the farm, even if
just for an hour or two.
“Postpone non-essential tasks
or pass these onto somebody
else if working in a team.
“When working while 
fatigued, keep in touch with
others so you can get help in
case of an emergency and keep
yourself alert.”

SSOOLLWWAAYY AAGGRRIICCUULLTTUURREE
LLIIMMIITTEEDD

Glasgow Road, Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire
DG11 2SE

Tel. Lockerbie (01576) 204124
Fax. Lockerbie (01576) 203806

Beet Pulp Pellets,
Barley Grains,

NB Grains, Wheat Grains
Rolled Barley,

Wheatfeed, Rapemeal,
Hi Pro Soya, etc.

Can be mixed to your
requirements

Collect or deliver ex Laurmar, 
Heathall Ind. Est., Dumfries

Bekina Wellingtons,
Waterproof Leggings &
Jackets, Boiler Suits, etc

FOR ALL LAMBING
REQUIREMENTS

lamb colostrum, lambs milk,
bottles, teats, lammacs, 

castration rings and pliers
marking sprays etc.

Silaging with a trailer                           Photo by Alasdair Costley
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Save water call as
reservoir level drops

Playcare
tradition
THE children at Langholm 
Playcare have been talking about
the Common Riding with the
staff this week.
They have been practising the

polka, playing in the flute band
and riding their horses so they
can learn about the Common
Riding tradition.

____________________

Clothing
grants
APPLICATIONS for school
clothing grants for the upcoming
2021/22 academic year are being
assessed and thousands of pay-
ments have already been made.
If parents or carers have not

received a payment, have not
yet heard from the council about
renewing an application from
a previous year or did not submit
an application form for the new
year after June 18, the council
would like to invite them to do
so now.
Awards for school clothing

grants are £134 for primary
pupils and £150 for secondary
pupils. The grants are not 
awarded to nursery children. 

Black Esk is three quarters full and people asked to save water
THE Black Esk reservoir
is currently less than three
quarters full, lower than
the national average for
Scottish Water’s reservoirs.

Rain was forecast for yes-
terday and today but it looks
dry for tomorrow.

The utility is asking people
to use water more carefully
after this month’s long, dry
spell.

A spokesperson said: 
“Scottish Water is working to
meet the increased demand
for water during this warm
weather period, supplying an
average of 200m extra litres
of water each day.

“Black Esk reservoir is slightly
below the current average 
water level for our reservoirs
and is being monitored by our
water resources team to 
ensure customers’ supplies
are not affected.

“We’re asking everyone to
take simple steps to save

water, particularly in the gar-
den, such as using a watering
can instead of a hose, which
can use up to 1,000 litres an
hour.”

People are encouraged to
not use jet washers, which
use an average of 36 litres

of water or paddling pools,
which use an average of 400
litres of water.

If pools are used, try quarter
filling them and using the
water to water the garden
afterwards.

Turn off the tap when brush-

ing teeth and use washing
machines and dishwashers
only when fully loaded.

The call is for customers
and holidaymakers and visi-
tors to rural and island com-
munities.

Scottish Water is working

hard to maintain normal water
supplies to all customers and
is doing so by producing
more water where water
treatment works have the 
capacity, using storage and
moving water between net-
works where possible.

IN BRIEF

A TOYOTA four-wheel drive car ended up in
the Ewes Water last Saturday.
The Kilngreen was busy with visitors who had

come to watch the Castle Craigs Club’s fun ride.
People were stunned to see the car roll down

the riverbank into what was, luckily, a nearly
dry riverbed.
A Langholm resident, who went to the driver’s

aid, was not sure what had happened to cause
the incident.
He believes the driver had gone for an ice

cream and the car was unattended.

He managed to get a spare key from a family
member and the car started without any 
problems.
He drove it along the gravel towards the sawmill

bridge and tried to drive it up the riverbank but
it looked as though it would topple over.
Another 4x4 turned up and towed him out.
Two dogs escaped from the car and, while one

was picked up by a bystander, the other dog
didn’t come back.
The owner sat in the car all night and at 3.30am

the second dog returned safely.

The
E & L Gallery

born in 1848 ...... and still going strong!

Send us your photographs!
Every week we publish a reader’s photo on
our Gallery page. This can be taken on a
phone or a camera. Submit your photos to
the Editor who will select the best for
publication. Let us know what camera or
phone you took it on.
Email them to sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
or drop a printed copy into our office at 
54 High Street, Langholm.

Photo by: Caitlin Weatherstone

Drying up: Black Esk reservoir suppy is below the national average

All’s well that ends well

A car parked on the Kilngreen in Langholm last Saturday slid into the Ewes Water
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Looking parched: rain is expected today but much more will be needed



Weather perfect for Craigs’ Day Fun Ride
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Andrew Johnstone leads the first group of riders along Henry Street

Ex-Cornet Stephen Rae 

Sadie Cropper with Dollar and Jessica Kenny with Tank

The 2017 Cornet Stuart MurrayThe fun ride was a great way to make up for the loss of the traditional ride-outs

WITH the traditional Castle Craigs Club ride-outs can-
celled for a second year in a row, it was decided to
hold a fun-ride last Saturday.
The horse riders met at the Castleholm and set off in

groups in lovely sunshine.
The main ride went past the Kilngreen, over Langholm

bridge, and along Thomas Telford Road, Henry Street and
Caroline Street before heading up Jimmy’s Brae and onto
Meikleholm.
The horses crossed Timpen to The Craig, Westerhall and

Burnfoot before returning via The Craig, Milnholm, Potholm
and onto Castle Hill.
They returned to the Castleholm via the Buccleuch Estates

offices a few hours later.
The Wibbly Wobbly Ride left the Castleholm to go around

the Curly Snake.
The club had no option but to cancel all its events in 2020

but did not foresee that this would happen again this year.
Iain Lindsley, president, in a post on the club’s Facebook

page, said: “We would like to congratulate Diamond Jubilee
Cornet Ian McVittie, Jubilee Cornet Robin Nixon and Semi
Jubilee Cornet David McVittie on reaching their respective
milestones.
“While being limited to what we could and couldn’t do, I

would like to thank Dale and all the committee for the hard
work which has been done to proceed with the fun ride.”
Iain said they were grateful for the co-operation of the

landowners and thanked the horse hirers for supplying
horses.
He thanked all the volunteers, whether first aider, quad

bike rider, support vehicle driver or the opener and closer
of gates as well as those supplying prizes or making
donations to help sponsor the day.

Above: Ellis Dirom, Kenneth Dixon and Robert Rae                                   Right: Wendy Hotson and Vicky Grieve

Above: The riders set off in sunshine from the Castletholm                              Right:The riders look forward to a day on the hills

Jen Park and Louise Inman are among the many riders to take part in the fun ride last Saturday



Langholm Common Riding 2021 

Featuring the Common Ridings of David J McVittie in 1996, 
Robin Nixon in 1971, Ian McVittie in 1961 and Alfie Bell in 1921

along with other memorable moments from decades past



A Cornet of whom his father
would have been well proud,
was how Officiating Magis-
trate Jimmy Maxwell 
described Cornet David
McVittie.
David McVittie senior died
when the Cornet was but a
youngster, but it was his great
love of the Common Riding
which had been instilled into
the young David and spurred
him on to one day become 
Cornet. And as Cornet McVittie
handed back The Flag at the
end of a perfect day Mr Maxwell
paid tribute to him and his 
father.
The Flute Band had awoken
the Muckle Toon to a wet dismal
day, but it was not long before
the rain cleared and the morning
was a perfect one – not too cold
for the spectators and not too
warm for the horses and every-
one who likes to take an active
part in the proceedings.
At the Hound Trail the Cornet
congratulated winning owners
Johnston and Lithgow, whose
hound Tania beat Master Mac
into second place, with Romany
Rascal.
Around 170 horses gathered
in the Market Place, Pot Market
and the High Street ready to
follow the Cornet on the 180th
riding of the Common.
The closely packed crowds on
the Kirk Wynd were forced to
move back as the horses charged
up the hill led by Cornet 
McVittie. They galloped up the
hill to follow the Cornet to the 
Monument, just as David’s great,
great, great Grandfather James
Clark had done back in 1837
when he became the first Cornet
to carry The Flag around the

newly erected Monument.
At the Castle Craigs the Fair
was cried by Ian Rhodes and
refreshments of barley bannocks
and saut herrin taken before the
riders once again mounted to
make their way via the 
Monument to Whita Well for
the traditional drinks.

Whita Well
And, in another time honoured
tradition, it was the Semi-Jubilee
Cornet Robin Nixon, who car-
ried The Flag, and led the riders
to the Well, where the water
flowed, albeit slower than the
Greybeard.
The Thistle, this year grown
by John Robinson, was consid-
ered a good specimen – of 
average size (by Common 
Riding standards, enormous to

the visitor to the town)
but excellent shape. It stood
the day well.
The Crown had caused its
maker Leslie Murray a few
headaches with a shortage of
roses this year. Second choice
– Sweet William – was brought
in to provide a colourful symbol
of loyalty to the Sovereign.

In spite of a shortage of heather
on the hill there was an excellent
turn-out in the procession and
fierce competition for the trophy
presented by the Langholm Pie
Club.

Best besom
As usual the youngsters each
received a 20 pence piece when
they arrived at the Castleholm
and the besom of young Henry
Jeffrey was judged the best.
As the day wore on the weather
got better and by the afternoon
it was time for picnics on the
Castleholm as the afternoon
events began.

On Monday, Cornet David
McVittie admitted to a few
nerves by the time he reached
the Buck yard ready to mount
his trusty steed just after eight
on Friday morning. “The high-
light had to be going up the
Kirk Wynd” he said in spite of
the biggest fear being that he
would not be able to meet the
task. In the event he just kept
shouting. “It was part exhilara-
tion and part geeing the horse
on. 
“I just enjoyed the whole thing,
from being elected and espe-
cially the Flute Band 
practice and Cornet’s Night.”

Muckle Toon magic
www.eladvertiser.co.ukEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser2 Thursday July 29, 2021

Everyone at
THE ESKDALE HOTEL

would like to wish
Ex-Cornets 

Ian McVittie, Robin Nixon
& David McVittie

the very best for the
COMMON RIDING

Market Place ▪ Langholm ▪ DG13 0JH
t. 013873 80357

www.eskdalehotel.co.uk

Cornet David James McVittie 1996

Cornet McVittie leads his followers back from the hill in 1996

Maureen, Rob, Jason & Staff  of

THE 
DOUGLAS HOTEL___________________________________
send good wishes and congratulate
Semi Jubilee Cornet David J McVittie

Jubilee Cornet Robin Nixon and
Diamond Jubilee Cornet Ian McVittie

All the best for the COMMON RIDING 2021

86 High Street • Langholm • 013873 81547

Open daily
5pm for 

meals and
takeaways

Walled Beer
Garden and

bar open
normal hours

Langholm’s great day provides life-long memories for Cornet David J McVittie

The 1996 Front Three at Cronksbank.  Good friens!

1996

Everyone at the
E&L Advertiser 

would like to
wish

Ex-Cornets
McVITTIE, 
NIXON &
McVITTIE
all the best 
celebrating 
their jubilee

years
Have a great

day on Friday!

Liz, Billy and Staff of 

The Paper ShopThe Paper Shop
would like to wish 

Diamond Jubilee, Jubilee
and Semi-Jubilee Cornets

IAN McVITTIE, 
ROBIN NIXON 

& DAVID McVITTIE
all the best

for the Common Riding 2021
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One of the sunniest...

After a tremendous year having successfully 
purchased the moor on behalf of the community

The Langholm Initiative 
Offer their warmest congratulations go to

Jubilee Cornets
Ian McVittie, Robin Nixon 

and David J McVittie
Have a great day everyone!

Now we can all truly enjoy OOR MOOR!!

The
LANGHOLM

INITIATIVE

Buccleuch Mill | Glenesk Road | Langholm | DG13 0ES
t. 013873 80914 | e. admin@langholminitiative.co.uk

CChhllooee aatt LLaa BBeellllee
Wishing all the Jubilee Cornets 

a great day on Friday____________________
All staff are now back at work. 

Please call or message for an appointment. 
Monday - Closed                 Thursday 12 - 8pm
Tuesday 12 - 8pm                Friday 9am - 6pm
Wednesday 9am - 4pm        Saturday 9am - 4pm

89 High Street • Langholm • DG13 0JQ • t.013873 81555 •www.chloeatlabelle.co.uk

LANGHOLM Common 
Riding of 1971 will go down
in the records as one of the
sunniest and one of the most
successful and enjoyable in
its centuries-old series.
In this respect, no one, who

was privileged to be present
here in Langholm on Friday,
will dispute for one moment
that never did a Cornet give a
more dignified lead; never did
the Town’s Standard flutter more
bravely and colourfully; and
never did natives of the Toon
and all the visitors therein, march
and sing and pay salute to
Langholm’s great Common rid-
ing ceremonial and tradition,
and Langholm’s glorious past,
as they did on Friday, when
King Sol shone in all his bril-
liance.
Like his predecessors in office,

Cornet Robin Nixon, ever since
his appointment, told the people
of Langholm how deeply con-
scious he was of the high honour
which had been conferred upon
him, and that he would endeav-
our to carry out his duties to
the best of his ability and to try
to emulate the previous holders
of the Cornetship in regard to
the confident and dignified man-
ner in which they did the job.

160 horses
It was evident in Langholm

High Street long before eight
o’clock that Cornet Nixon was
going to have a considerable
following of mounted supporters.
The final tally was 160.
There must have been a record

crowd on the Castleholm in the
afternoon, and in blazing sun-

shine all enjoyed a comprehen-
sive programme of horse-racing,
athletics, wrestling and highland
dancing.
We have heard nothing but

complimentary remarks about
the remarkable increase in play-
ing members and the excellence
of the tunes of the Flute Band.
It is not so long since the Flute

Band could only muster about
eight or ten players but on the
Simmer Fair Nicht and Common
Riding morning there were well
nigh thirty players and drummers
and triangleists in the ranks.
And the band added a new

tune this year – “A’ the Airts”.
We have heard that they intend
to increase their repertoire for
1972 with “The Rowan Tree”
and “Jeanie’s Black E’e”. 
It was a lovely crown this year.

In fact, we heard many people
saying that it was the best rose
crown they can remember – and
some of them could cast their
memories back over a consid-
erable number of years – so 
Ex-Cornet Murray can feel jus-
tifiably proud on creating such
a floral masterpiece.
To the uninitiated we might

mention that this year’s crown
contained no fewer than seven
clothes-basketfuls of rambler
roses.
This year’s thistle was a lovely

specimen. It was shapely; it was
over six feet in height; it was
just beginning to show a myriad
of purple blooms and it was the
cynosure of the eyes of all
strangers within the Langholm
gates as it was carried through
the town on its processional
route.

1971

NNeeww TToowwnn CCoonnvveenniieennccee SSttoorree 
Thomas Telford Road,  Langholm t. 80131

John and staff
would like to wish Ex-Cornets

McVITTIE, NIXON & McVITTIE
all the best for 

Common Riding 2021

Spade-bearer Harry Erskine and Jock Ewart sloke their thirst
on Whita Hill

Robin Nixon was elected Langholm Cornet for 1971

From his election, Robin looked upon his Cornetship as a great honour

Above: Bearers Melvyn Turnbull, Eddie Wood and Bert Donaldson in 1971 
Left: Cornet Nixon samples the Barley Banna



DAVID McVittie’s father lived
his life looking forward to the
next Common Riding.
So, when David was born, he
said: “I hope I have a Cornet.”
Sadly, his dad died when David
was 15 but in those early years
he instilled a passion for 
Common Riding in all his chil-
dren: David, James and Fiona.
David, who has two children,
Baillie and Finn, with wife, Jen,
is trying to do the same with
them.
The ambulance technician,
who was a textile worker when
Cornet, said: “My dad measured
his year by the Common 
Riding.
“He was a drummer in the
pipe band; he wasn’t keen on
horses.
“Every Sunday at breakfast
we had a Common Riding quiz
and whoever won the quiz got
a bit of extra bacon or sausage.
“We never really had a chance

to have a meaningful conversa-
tion about me being Cornet.
“I had always wanted to be
involved but it was probably
when I joined the Castle Craigs
in 1992, and I had a great role
model in Stephen Rae, that I
decided to stand.”
In 1991 David and his friends
decided to do the Benty and
Castle Craigs ride-outs and
Common Riding day the fol-
lowing year.
He and his friends Alan Beattie
and Mike Smith had riding
lessons before taking part and
David “absolutely loved it”.
Over the next few years he
remained involved and in 1996
he stood for election and won.
David was the last Cornet to
do the Kerr ride-out and quite a
few friends followed him on
Castle Craigs day, including
Kenneth Donaldson, Stevie
Johnstone, Alan and Mick as
well as his right and left Stevie
Ellwood and Ian Ewart.
He remembers leaving the
Buck yard on Common Riding
morning and seeing a sea of
faces in the street.
“Folk tell you not to look up
the Kirk Wynd when you pass
but that makes you want to look
so you do and you see the num-
ber of folk up there and those

making their way up and you
wonder how you will find your
own way up.
“The only quiet moment I got
was up past the golf course. I
could still hear the distant cheer-
ing but it was eerily quiet. Then
everyone caught me up.”
David always enjoys coming
back from the field in the
evening when everyone dances
the polkas in the High Street.
He said: “Everyone is enjoying
themselves and trying to squeeze
out every ounce to get the most
out of it as the day comes to an
end.
“I didn’t feel sad when I 
handed back the flag; I was 
really buzzing.
“I thought I had known 
everything about the Common
Riding but when you’re Cornet,
you see all the different facets.
“There are all these little 
traditions happening. People
create their own traditions.”
David helps with the thistle
now and, once the thistle men
have seen the first four horses
go up the Kirk Wynd, they go
to cut the thistle.
Commenting on the impact of
the pandemic on his semi-jubilee
year, he said: “I’m quite prag-
matic about it. Folk have lost a
lot more than me.
“We’ll make the best of it,
like we always do.”
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THERE was an unexpected
bonus for Robin Nixon during
his summer as Langholm 
Cornet.
He met his wife-to-be, Ann,
who was, at that time, living
and working in Canada.
But the young couple got on
so well that Ann decided to 
remain in Langholm and they
were married in 1973.
Robin (Robert) did not decide
to stand for Cornet until a week
before the public meeting.
He was successful at his first
attempt with a good majority.
He was 25 and was 26 when he
carried the burgh standard.
He said: “Fifty years is a long
time but it doesn’t seem that
long.
“My grandfather and granny
lived at Hillhead for years and
my father laid the hound trail.
“He rode on Common Riding
day from 1935 so it was in the
family from years back.”
Robin joined the Castle Craigs

Club in 1960 when he was 15
and his two older brothers, Adam
and Jimmy, also joined that year.
He said: “I had never really
thought about being Cornet but
the idea grew on me over the
years. I continued to ride up
until my semi-jubilee year.”
He had been born on the family
farm at Cooms in the Tarras
valley and his only riding 
experience had been on the farm
carthorse.
His nephew Willie Nixon now
farms at Cooms and his other
nephew David Nixon farms in
Newcastleton.

Cooms
Robin was still living at Cooms
when he was Cornet but he did
not work on the farm. He was a
driver.
His jobs included working at
the Holmhead kennels and in
the mills for a few years.
He joined Bobby Rae deliv-
ering coal before moving onto
John Young’s, delivering and
collecting textiles all over the
border area.
When the business was sold
to Hudson Shepherd, he was
made redundant and went to
work in EWM’s warehouse as
a handyman.
He retired at 65 but was asked

to stay on for one day a week.
After his election, Robin rode
at Hawick, Selkirk and Annan
and admits that the two weeks
leading up to Langholm’s great
day were “a whirlwind”.
He said: “I was a bit nervous
on Common Riding morning
but I forgot about being nervous
once we got started.
“My horse, Some Boy, came
from Annan and had been a
point-to-pointer. He was an old
and steady horse and I just got
on with it.
“To me, the best bit about
Common Riding day was the
whole thing.
“I think it was just as busy
then as it is now, judging by
the crowds on the Kirk Wynd
in the video from my year.
“There were a lot of Langholm
people but they came from over-
seas as well.
“I got on really well with my
right and left, Neil Davidson
and Billy Laidlaw, and we had
some great laughs.”
He added: “Ann and I got 
together when I was Cornet.
She had come back from Canada
and she was supposed to go
back – she worked in a bank –
but we just clicked and we got
married two years later.”
He has no plans for tomorrow
but says he feels sorry for David
(McVittie) not having a proper
semi-jubilee year.
He said: “We had a great time
with him when he was Cornet.
We were older but we were 
always included.”

Cornet Nixon crosses the Ewes Water heading for the Castleholm

Living the Langholm dream
1996

Returning from the hill in 1996 Cornet Robin Nixon, RHM Neil Davidson and LHM Billy Laidlaw with the Cornet’s father, WullieCornet David J McVittie storms up the Kirkwynd

Handing in the flag to Acting Magistrate Jimmy Maxwell

Dancing the polka on the Castleholm with Auntie Jean

I didn’t feel
sad when I 

handed back the
flag; I was 

really buzzing.

’

‘

1996 Cornet
David J McVittie

Long-time family connection
1971

Robin Nixon met moon-man Neil Armstrong on his visit to Langholm in
March 1972 - Celebrations are planned to mark the anniversary. Returning from Whita Hill in 1971
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EARLY risers cast apprehen-
sive glances above when they
emerged from their homes on
the Common Riding Day.

Conditions were all right but
there were many prophesies that
it was too bright and the hills
were “fer ower near” for hopes
of no rain.

But what a pleasant surprise
we all got when the ceremonies
were carried through under the
best of weather conditions –
Friday being one of the best
days we have experienced this
summer – if we can call it sum-
mer.

The Flute Band awakened the
sleeping lieges at five o’clock
in the morning and then followed
the long trek up Copshaw Road
en route for the Hound Trail.

It is a well-known fact that in
hound trailing circles the
Langholm Common riding
Hound Trail is the “classic”,
the “blue riband” of the sport,
and this was once again evi-
denced by the fact that there
were no fewer than 44 hounds
entered for the event.

With whistles reverberating
on the morning air, Dale, owned
by Mrs Kit Dodd of Walton,

broke away to flash over the
line to register his second win
in succession for this event. 

At a quarter past eight a large
crowd had already assembled
in the Market Place and the
clatter of horses’ hooves could
be heard from all over the town.
First item on the programme
was the presentation of the
Hound Trail cups. This duty
was undertaken by Mrs AM
Graham of Holmwood whose
late husband was a keen hound
trailing enthusiast.

This duty was to have been
performed by Mrs Hyslop and
the clamour and chatter of the
crowd was chilled when Bailie
Grieve announced the death of
her husband.

When he called for one
minute’s silence in memory of
Provost Hyslop, this was rev-
erently observed with a silence
which could almost be felt, even
the horses keeping still so that
hardly a sound was heard.

In presenting the Town’s 
Standard to Cornet McVittie,
Bailie Grieve charged him to
go out to see that the boundaries
of Langholm’s communal prop-
erty were well and truly defined,

and to return to him in the
evening the banner, unstained
and unsullied.

Weather conditions were ideal
for the afternoon’s programme,
surely one of the best ever seen

on the Castleholm. 
Particularly interesting was

the wrestling contests, and this
year Langholm had the distinc-
tion of being the focus of the
World Championship for the
ten stones event for Cumberland
and Westmorland style of
wrestling.

Once again we had some taste-
ful representations of the 
Common Riding colours 
arranged by a blend of flowers
of the appropriate hue.

At Ashley Bank Hotel, where
the Common Riding lunch was
held, Mrs Lunn proved to be as
tasteful as ever in this respect –
indeed it was she who initiated
the custom of having a floral
display of the Derby winner’s
colours.

We would like to see more of
this done in the town, especially
in shop windows, and perhaps
a prize, or prizes, could be made
available for the winners.

60 years on for Ian

2 Thomas Telford House, Langholm 013873 83886

all the girls at hmc�
would like to wish
Ex-Cornets 

Ian McVittie, 
Robin Nixon and 
David McVittie 
all the very best for

Langholm Common Riding 2021

47a High Street
Langholm
DG13 0JH | t. 013873 83838

Everyone at The Langholm Alliance
would like to congratulate

Jubilee Cornets McVi�e, Nixon & McVi�e
and wish them all the best for
Langholm Common Riding 2021

LOON CHEN
23 High Street

Langholm
t. 013872 80687

King and staff at 
Loon Chen Takeaway 

wish the Jubilee Cornets
McVittie, Nixon and McVittie

all the best for
Langholm Common Riding 2021

MARTINS
TYRE AND AUTO SERVICES

Official MoT Testing Station
New and Used Car and Van Sales

Servicing, Mechanical and Body Repairs
TYRES : EXHAUSTS : BATTERIES

Wishing Ex-Cornets McVittie, Nixon and McVittie
a great day on Friday

HIGH STREET, LANGHOLM 
Telephone (013873) 80246

Kenneth and Staff at 
Stevenson & Johnstone 

would like to wish
Ex-Cornets

Ian McVittie, Robin Nixon
& David J McVittie

all the best for
Common riding 2021____________________

38 High Street  Langholm  DG13 0JH
013873 80482  office@sandjlangholm.co.uk

www.sandjlangholm.co.uk

With weather worries all week, the sun, once again ‘rose sae rosy’ on the Friday

This year’s Diamond Jubilee Cornet Ian McVittie in 1961

A happy procession in 1961 with Archie Irving , Spade bearer

1961

Everyone at Xcel would like to wish 
everybody a great day on Friday

and congratulations to 
Ian McVittie, Robin Nixon 

and David J McVittie 
on their Jubilee years
Pop along and see us at 

Party in the Park 
Sunday 1st August 12 - 4pm

Market Place, Langholm DG13 0JQ | t. 013873 80886
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ALFIE Bell, who was
Langholm Cornet one century
ago, was passionate about the
Common Riding all his life.
His other passion was horses
and the two dominated the nearly
seven decades he lived in the
town.
Sheila Richardson, his daugh-
ter, who lives near Penrith, 
attends the Common Riding 
every year and remains good
friends with May Elliot.
Alfie, who, at 19, was the
youngest Cornet until Colin
Barnfather’s year, has a trophy
named after him through his
love of horses.
The Alfie Bell cup is presented
to the rider of the best-turned-
out pony on the Castle Craigs
ride-out. Alfie himself used to
judge the ponies at the 
Kilngreen.
In 1921 Alfie did not have a
job and in the programme his
address Glenlea is printed in
place of his occupation.
Sheila said his father had been
in the textile trade and the family
had been fairly well off – they
even had a pony and trap - but
had lost all his money in a

slump.
Alfie later got work in the
dyehouse and worked for 
Andrew Stevenson.
Unusually, Alfie was born in
London but he embraced the
Langholm life and traditions.
Sheila said he would have
liked to be a jockey or a farmer
and he kept sheep and chickens
as well as horses.
He married Isa Armstrong in
1941 and Sheila was born in
1943. The family lived in David
Street.
Sheila said: “He was very
much a Common Riding man;
Common Riding and horses.
They were his life.
“I remember my mother  
always felt she had to cook a
roast dinner, like a Christmas
dinner, on Common Riding day.
“But my dad was always late.
He met his friends and had a
few in the pub.
“He would come home and
ask my mother why she had
bothered to cook a roast dinner.
No one wanted a big dinner on
Common Riding day.”
When he was younger, Alfie
worked at the stables of the

Buchanan Jardine family at 
Castle Milk near Lockerbie and
enjoyed hunting.
Later in life he went hunting
with the Elliot family at Burnfoot
of Ewes, who were great friends,
and his ashes were scattered on
the farm.
“He was at his happiest up
there,” said Sheila.
Alfie owned two fields in
Langholm to keep his horses
but he sold them to Tom Graham
who built bungalows, now
Whitaside.

Bellsfield
Sheila bought the first bunga-
low and named it Bellsfield
after her father.
As the daughter of an accom-
plished horseman, Sheila was
expected to ride but, when she
was about eight, she had a pony
she was frightened of and it put
her off riding.
“He was disappointed at my
lack of enthusiasm. I was not
the horsewoman he would have
liked. I regret now that I didn’t
persevere.”
She described Alfie as a private
man and, although he was very

musical, he did not want to join
his sister and brother, Jenny and
Herbert, on the stage.
They were two of the founder
members of the Langholm 
Amateur Operatic & Dramatic
Society.
Sadly, Alfie died during 
Common Riding week, aged
68, in 1970, only a year before
he would have been Jubilee
Cornet.
Sheila said: “His funeral was
on summer fair day. Cornet Neil
Davidson and his right and left-
hand men Billy Laidlaw and
Cyril Johnstone, stood by the
house as the cortege set off,
which was lovely.
“I have given his crop to Henry
Jeffrey, who will carry it 
tomorrow, and I have his nibby
from his semi-jubilee year.
“I did have his sash but the
silk deteriorated and fell to
pieces.”
Sheila hopes to be in
Langholm tomorrow. Her
cousin’s daughter, Susan 
Newsam, and her daughter, In-
grid, are renting a cottage at
Westerkirk.

A passion for horses
Alfie Bell held the record as Langholm’s youngest Cornet until 1967

Art Corner Gallery
Best wishes to 
Jubilee Cornets
McVITTIE, NIXON
& McVITTIE

for the Common Riding
Commercial House ▪ High St ▪ Langholm

Alfie Bell was Langholm Cornet 100 years ago

1921

HHoollmmssppuunn ggiiffttss && ccrraaffttss
BEST WISHES TO THE THREE JUBILEE CORNETS
Opening times: Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30am - 4pm

Saturday 9.30am - 1.30pm
Facebook & Instagram | 16 High Street, Langholm

Wishing Semi-Jubilee Cornet McVittie, Jubilee Cornet Nixon,
and Diamond Jubilee Cornet McVittie all the best for a happy

and safe Common Riding

All at Latimers

G. J. Latimer & Co
51 High Street | Langholm | t. 013873 80265 | www.latimersoflangholm.co.uk

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Langholm Common Riding Supplement 2021

would like to wish Ex-Cornets
IAN McVITTIE, ROBIN NIXON 

& DAVID McVITTIE
all the best for the Common Riding

Steven, Christine 
& Staff of

Pelosis
Corner Café
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WE DELIVER & INSTALL WASHING MACHINES , 
TUMBLE DYERS , COOKERS , REFRIDGERATION & 
TELEVISONS FREE OF CHARGE WITHIN A 25 MILE         

RADIUS 

barbour.bill@btinternet.com  013873 80474  
34 HIGH STREET , LANGHOLM , DG13 0JH 

ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES & GIFTWARE  
WASHING MACHINES , TUMBLE DRYERS , 

COOKERS , FRIDGE FREEZERS , TELEVISIONS , 
RADIOS DVD & Blu-ray PLAYERS , CD PLAYERS 
, TOASTERS , KETTLES , IRONS , HAIRDRYERS , 
TONGS , STRAIGHTNERS , BRUSHES , SHAVERS 
, CLIPPERS , FOOD MIXERS , BLENDERS , DEEP 

FAT FRYERS , VACUUM CLEANERS , 
TELEPHONES , BATTERIES , BULBS , TORCHES , 
USB STICKS , SD CARDS , RUGS & DOORMATS 
“Congratulations to Diamond Jubilee Cornet 

Ian McVittie , Jubilee Cornet Robert S Nixon & 
Semi Jubilee Cornet David McVittie”      

 

A real family occasion
THESE two photos show three Langholm families from Common
Riding day in 1961.
The Pool, Cowan and Morrison families are gathered in the Market

Place before seeing Cornet Ian McVittie (Marion’s cousin) carry the
flag up the Kirk Wynd .

Alex and Marion Pool are accompanied by sons, David and Kenneth,
and Neil and Donald Cowan are standing in front of parents Eleanor and
Chay.
Jim Morrison, later to carry the thistle, is holding daughter, Evelyn, and

is next to his wife, Nan, and daughter, Janet.
Also in the company is Alex’s father, Willie Pool.

The second photo shows Alex Pool with his 
father Willie Pool and son, Kenneth.



www.eladvertiser.co.ukEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser10 Thursday July 29, 2021

Town Band to compete at
National Championships
LANGHOLM Town Band will take to the stage on Saturday,
September 18 in the National Brass Band Championships of
Great Britain 2021 at the Centaur at Cheltenham Racecourse
for only the third time in the band’s history.

The band will compete against
17 other qualifiers from around
the country and will play 
Kaleidoscope which was com-
posed in 2003 by Philip Sparke
and used in 2004 as the area
qualifiers test piece for the 2nd
section.
This nationals’ qualification

will be unique. It was delayed
by a year because of the coron-
avirus pandemic.
The band made their first 

appearance at the finals when
they were held in Hammersmith
town hall in October, 1964.
Many of the players in that

band had been involved in
recording the first LP in July,
1964 in the parish church.

At that time, the band were
conducted by Alfred Chapman
who had taken the band to sec-
ond place against 11 other bands
in the 4th Section of the Scottish
championships in the Usher Hall
in Edinburgh in February.
They played A Rural Suite by

Charles Woodhouse, arranged
by Eric Ball, and qualified for
London by impressing adjudi-
cator Herbert Sutcliffe with their
playing.
The band travelled to London

on the sleeper train, completed
their performance and had a
whistlestop tour before joining
an evening train for the journey
home.

The test piece for the finals
was A Souvenir of Shakespeare
by William Rimmer. 
Unfortunately, the band were

not placed in the top half dozen
after being drawn band number
eight. 
The band waited 46 years for

its second appearance at the 
national finals. 
After a period of intermittent

contesting in the intervening
years under conductors George
Taylor, Ted Stephens, Ray 
Gibson, Jim Hogarth and Alistair
Beckett, the band first had an
inkling of success under the 
direction of musical director
Alan Fernie at the Borders 
Entertainment Contest in the

Leckie memorial church in 
Peebles in October, 2009 when
the young band came seventh
out of 17 bands.
The band qualified for the 

national finals after coming sec-
ond in the 4th Section of the
Scottish championships at the
Rothes Halls in Glenrothes.
They played Saint-Saens 

Variations by Philip Sparke for
adjudicators David Thornton
and Nigel Seaman.

Harrogate
The contesting band at 

Harrogate comprised cornets
Simon Railton, Nicole 
Weatherstone, Serena Wood,

Kenneth Hill, Caitlin 
Weatherstone, Ashleigh Calvert,
Megan Stewart, John Ritchie,
Kayleigh Park and David
Calvert.
Flugel horn Christine Calvert,

horns Susan Irving, Claire 
Jeffrey and Donna Brown.
Baritones Sam Irving and Anne

Reid. Euphoniums Michael 
Turk and Jacqueline Elliot.
Trombones Henry Jeffrey,
Gillian Mabon and Glen 
Laidlaw.
Basses John Calvert, Bob 

Laidlaw, Gavin Jeffrey and 
Alison Reid. Percussionists Jim
Brown, Daniel Pilley and Ross
Mabon.
In the competing band 11 play-

ers were under 25. Of those,
players only two remain in the
contesting band this time around,
with Ashleigh Calvert and
Caitlin Weatherstone sitting on
the solo cornet bench.

The finals in 2010 were held 
in Harrogate International 
Conference Centre and, unusu-
ally, the band played one of
Alan Fernie’s own composi-
tions.
Once again playing from draw

number eight, A Royal Mile
Suite resulted in the band being
placed a disappointing 19th on
the day.
Alan’s final outing with the band

was at the Scottish 
Challenge Cup in Perth in 
December 2012 when his band
involvement ended with a fifth
place playing Variations on Lau-
date Dominum by Edward 
Gregson.

The band were fortunate to
secure the services of Chris
Shanks after Alan’s departure.
Chris, who is still the musical

director, took over rehearsals
for the Scottish championships
of 2013.

In the contests since 2013 the
band has continued to secure
its position in the third sec-
tion with consistently good 
results, including third at the
Scottish championships in 2015,
second at the 2017 Borders 
Entertainment Contest and 
second at the Scottish champi-
onships in 2020. 
This meant the band missed

out on promotion to the second
section by half a point.
The past 18 months has been

unique for so many people as
well as providing major chal-
lenges for performers and bands
in the country.
The band have been fortunate

to have Josh Calvert in their
ranks.
With his expertise they have

raised the profile of the band
around the world through online
contesting.

Focus
Placings at the Cory Online

contest, Fodens Whit Friday
March contest, the Fife Festival
of Brass contest and the 
Whitburn Festival contest have
kept the band playing and given
players a focus.

Remarkably, two players who
remain active, David Calvert and
Bob Laidlaw will take the stage
in September and complete a
hat-trick of national championship
contests spread over 57 years. 
Helping to ensure the band has

a future are a number of first-
time finalists who, it’s hoped,
have a successful debut in 
Cheltenham.
The band are currently fundrais-

ing for the trip through a just
giving link 
www.justgiving.com/crowd-

funding/ltbrace or cut out the
form and return to the band sec-
retary.
The band would like to thank

all who have supported them in
this venture.
Like many organisations, fund-

ing through fees from events has
stopped because of the 
pandemic.

for Langholm to produce a band to compete at this level is truly remarkable

Langholm Town Band in competition formation on stage at the Scottish Championships in Perth in 2020

I would like to donate to Langholm Town Band
to help them ‘Race to the National Finals’ in
Cheltenham

Name  …………………………………………………………
Please enclose a cheque made out to: Langholm Town Band 
and post or return  it to: Christine Calvert, Secretary,

Langholm Town Band,
Kernigal,
Walter Street,
Langholm.   DG13 0AX

Everyone at Langholm Town Band thank you for your 
generosityand continued support.

LTB at a socially-distanced recording on Milntown for the Langholm Common RIding virtual concert

Bandmaster Chris Shanks has
taken the band to new heights

LANGHOLM TOWN BAND
‘RACE TO THE NATIONAL FINALS’
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Charity Feel Good
Jog through Eskdale

Vaccine
appeal
A BID to make COVID-19 vac-
cines in Dumfries and Galloway
as easily available as possible
continues.
Graeme Bryson, director of
pharmacy at NHS Dumfries &
Galloway, said: “We know it’s
not necessarily convenient for
everyone to attend their sched-
uled first-dose appointment and
many people may have wanted
to wait to see how things 
developed. 
“What’s become very clear is
that COVID-19 is still a threat
and disrupting essential services
and businesses.
“As national restrictions ease,
what we increasingly come to
rely on to protect ourselves and
our way of lives is the vaccine. 
“If you haven’t been vacci-
nated, please give it very serious
thought.
“A double vaccination helps
protect loved ones, communities
and you.
“It helps support the moves
towards having greater freedoms
and our ability to travel.
“Anyone, who has had
COVID-19, should still get a
vaccination. This supports the
body to counter the virus if
they encounter it in the future.
“Drop-in clinics continue to
run but a pop-up clinic is there
for anyone who wants to call
by and get a quick, free jag.
“It will give the highest degree
of protection against the Delta
Variant which now accounts for
most cases.” 
Anyone turning 18 on or 
before October 31 can now 
either attend a drop-in centre
to get vaccinated or self-register
for an appointment.
Go to nhsinform.scot/
vaccineregistration, call the
helpline on 01387 403090, 
Monday to Friday, 9 am to 5
pm or email
dg.covidequiries@nhs.scot 
Drop-in clinics provide a
quick, free and convenient 
opportunity so to find out when
these are being held go to
www.nhsdg.co.uk/vaccines 

|____________________

Free meals
for P4/5s
ALL P4 children in Dumfries
and Galloway will be eligible
for free school meals during
term time from when they return
to school in August and P5 chil-
dren will be eligible from the
start of January 2022.
Further information about the
targeted support during school
holidays for all eligible primary
and secondary children and
young people will follow in
due course.

40 marathons in 40 days fundraiser to see musician visit Langholm
A SINGER-SONGWRITER,
who has amassed more
than 100m streams, will
make his way into
Langholm during a 40
marathons and 40 gigs in
40 days fundraiser.
Charles Costa, better
known under his musician
moniker, King Charles, began
his challenge on Sunday and
it will take him from John 
O’Groats to Land’s End.
On August 8, day 15, he
will run from Moffat to
Langholm, setting off the next
day at 8am on his way to
Greenhead after staying
overnight at the Douglas 
Hotel.
He will pass through 
Eskdalemuir and Bentpath
towards the outskirts of
Harelaw.
Called the Feel Good Jog,
the 1,782km run is an attempt
to raise £100,000 for the
youth and community charity
Regenerate in London.
“I’m so excited about this
challenge,” said Charles.
“The work of Regenerate
is so real and the stories
I’ve heard of lives being
changed are beautiful.
“What they do is particularly
important now. The past 18
months of lockdown and iso-
lation have been a feeding
ground for anxiety, loneliness
and depression.”
The journey has been

mapped out to take Charles
through some of the most
striking natural scenery in
the UK.
Apart from Langholm and
those on the way and after,
the runs will pass Ben Nevis,
the Pennine Way, the Brecon
Beacons, the River Severn
and also Cornwall’s northern
coast.
“I’ve wanted to take this on
for some time because I 
believe in running,” added
Charles.
“I love the rhythm of feet
hitting the road and the effect
that has on the mind.
“Running has always helped
me find an escape when I’ve
felt trapped and isolated and
all you need is a pair of shoes
and a running buddy to get
you moving.
“I can’t wait to see how 
Regenerate propels people
into action as they always
do and to see this journey
unfold.”
Each day Charles will per-
form an improvised gig, be it
on the side of a mountain,

next to a lake or in a pub.
Along the way he will be
joined by friends and mem-
bers of the Regenerate com-
munity, running both in per-
son and virtually and he
would love locals from each
town, village and community
to give him a wave.
He wants to spark conver-
sation and encourage people
to share their problems as
well as change preconcep-
tions about mental health 
issues.
This is something Charles

feels passionately about, hav-
ing experienced his own long-
term struggle with psycho-
logical issues after a serious
accident in 2010.
So far, he has raised more
than a quarter of his target
of £100,000.
Keep updated throughout
the route via live videos on
@kingcharlesuk and 
@regenerateuk social media
channels.
To donate, visit www.
justgiving.com/campaign/The
FeelGoodJog

IN BRIEF

Charles Costa aka King Charles on stage
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A MEMORIAL Tractor Run
for Jerome Foster took place
on Sunday.
Jerome, who died last year
aged 68, was a passionate tractor
enthusiast and the event was
put on in his memory.
The 28 mile run began not far
from Knottyholm Farm and
raised more than £700.
It will be split between Blood
Bikes and Xcel Project with
some donations still to come.
Jerome was a member of the
Canonbie Vintage Club who put
the event on.
A spokesperson from the club
said: “We had a very successful

road run in perfect weather con-
ditions enjoying the stunning
scenery of Eskdale.
“We would like to thank all
the tractor drivers for turning
out.”
A special thank you was given
to Mr & Mrs Kinstree of 
Knottyholm Farm, the Tarras
Valley Nature Reserve, the 
Buccleuch Estate, and the 
Westerhall Estate.
The registration team’s Liz
and Carol was also given a
shout-out, along with Mr & Mrs
Wood of Potholm Farm for pro-
viding a lunch stop, and Claire
Johnston with her catering van.

All the behind-the-scenes team
were thanked for donating their
time to make the run 
successful.

Some of the participants in Sunday’s Memorial Tractor Run
Photo by David Turnbull

Tribute to tractor man

Charles at home in his kitchen

I can’t wait to
see how 

Regenerate
propels people
into action...

’

‘

Jerome Foster was a passionate
vintage tractor enthusiast



Boys Common
Ridings

Boys’ Common Ridings,
when I was young, were 
always held after the real
event and while there was no
lack of enthusiasm, they were
small affairs, each one con-
fined to the street or area in
which the children lived. They
were run by the boys and al-
though considered to be in a
somewhat second-class cate-
gory, girls were permitted to
join in.
When about six or seven years
old I had a very important part
to play in the High Street Boys’
Common Riding. I was Alfie
Bell’s horse. The reins were
made in coloured wool worked
on four nails on the top of a
wooden pirn (reel) and pulled
through the hole to form a cir-
cular strip. We called in
Corkin’. (Alfie Bell, Nancy
Barnfather’s brother, joined the
regular Army and died while
serving in Egypt.)
Robert Carey was Cornet and
he received the Flag at his
mother’s Dairy (now the 
Charity Shop). The proc-
ceedings thereafter are a bit
hazy but I do remember that
Robert’s sister Maggie made the
Crown and we followed the
Cornet in a gallop up the New
Roads and had races on a
Crawsknowe field.

No long holidays
When I first started working
there were no long holidays and
all the mills worked right up to
5 or 6 o’clock on the Summer

Fair Day with only the Common
Riding day off and the follow-
ing week. But work was not
foremost in our minds and when
I was a weaver at Reid and 
Taylors, the Common Riding
enthusiasm got the better of us
all. On the Summer Fair morn-
ing, the Common Riding was
enacted from Flute Band and
Hound Trail to the handing in of
the Flag. In later years when I
worked at Neill’s Mill, the same
performance took place and the
bosses turned a blind eye to the
goings on in the loom shop. By
that time, holidays were longer
and some of us were allowed to
finish at dinner time on the
Summer Fair Day.

The Seterday Afore
The first reference to riding to
the Castle Craigs on the 
“Seterday afore” can be found
in the E&L Advertiser in July
1933, when it was reported that
Cornet James Armstrong and a
few supporters rode to the 
Castle Craigs and round the
streets of the town. This did not
meet with unanimous public 
approval, far from it, for there
were many who thought that it
made a mockery of the 
Common Riding and all that it
stood for. An argument in its
favour was that it gave the
townsfolk a chance to see their
Cornet before the great day.
Nevertheless, a year later 
Cornet Robert Graham and
about 12 supporters rode out to
the Castle Craigs, then paraded
through the streets.

I don’t think my mother was
much in favour of pre-Common
Riding rides-out and she wasn’t
very happy with me either
when, at the age of 13, I ruined
a perfectly good pair of white
sandshoes and new white socks
when I went knee-deep into a
peat bog on Whita.

Inquisitive
It happened when a crowd of
us, probably more inquisitive
than enthusiastic, followed, on
foot, Cornet Noel Calwell and
his supporters to the Castle
Craigs. Several songs were sung
with the Cornet giving “The
Wee Bit Toon” but I was sur-
prised when Archie Irving sang
“The Rose of Tralee” wonder-
ing what that had to do with the
Common Riding. I know now
that at those functions all sorts
of songs are permissible and
looking back to a report of a
gathering, hosted by Mr and
Mrs Hector Martin at the Town-
foot Gardens during the War
after the inspection of the Em-
blems, note that Cornet JJ Pater-
son’s choice of song was
“Drink, Puppy, Drink”.
It had been customary from
the early days for the Cornet
and his followers to walk to the
Castle Craigs on the Sunday and
even this was frowned upon by
some as an excuse for excessive
drinking. The Saturday ride-out
took over from the Sunday pro-
ceedings but I suspect there are
still some diehards to tradition
who walk out to the Craigs on
that day.”.
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Times Past 

75 years: A shortage of material  
immediately after World War Two affected
the 1946 Langholm Common Riding. The
Cornet that year was John Murray and his
son, John, also an ex-Cornet, says only
seven ties were made.Ties were given to the
Cornet, right and left-hand men, Provost
John James Ewart, fair crier and John’s
grandfather. The tie, green and pink, was
also sent to the owner of the Epsom Derby
winner.

25 years: Tom and Isa Calvert were well-
known High Street shopkeepers in Langholm.
They took over the shop, opposite the bottom of
Drove Road, from Rita Murray in 1981. Rita ran
it as a grocery and florist’s shop. Her son, Les
Murray, said their house, garden and bus garage,
now Borderlands Brewery, were all together. Rita
was very good at floral art and took over from
her husband, Ian, in making the heather wreath
for the war memorial. There were two sides to
the house and Tom set up a cobbler’s business in
one side while the Murray family still lived in the
other. Tom and Isa had sold Crawsknowe and
moved into Brewery Cottage which belonged to
Les’s grandfather. The Calverts later bought
Rita’s house and the Murrays moved into 
Brewery Cottage. Isa was also Les’s godmother.
Isa ran the grocery and Tom ran the cobbler’s.

50 years:Langholm Toon Ban’ 
At the opening of the Town Band sale in Buccleuch Hall on Saturday afternoon, Councillor T
Beattie, Convenor of the Band Board, said that Langholm Town Band was unique in that it was
the oldest in Scotland and perhaps the oldest in Britain. Well, we would emphasise that it is the
oldest Town Band in Britain and statements to that effect have been published in Brass Band and
musical periodicals on several occasions in the past and the claim has never once been disputed.
There may have been military bands before the inception of Town and/or Burgh Band but we
think it is generally accepted that Langholm is the first of its kind in the United Kingdom. The
oldest relic of the Langholm Town Band is a brass buckle supposed to have been worn by the
drummer, on which is inscribed the date 1815, and tradition has it that Langholm Town Band
played the Scots Greys through the town on their return from Waterloo which was fought on 15th
June of that year. However, on the 15th August, 1815, a news item in a Dumfries newspaper
stated that “On Wednesday last the town of Langholm exhibited a scene of the liveliest joy and
exultation excited by the presence of Lord Lyndoch, the immortal hero of Barossa, who in pass-
ing through the place on his way northward, stopped at the Crown Inn. This was no sooner made
publicly known that the town bell began to ring a merry peel to announce his arrival, and the 
inhabitants, with an ardour and enthusiasm which did credit to their feelings on the occasion,
crowded round the Inn door, anxious to have a glimpse of the veteran warrior. He left the Inn
amid the shouts of the highly delighted populace. After his departure, a barrel of strong ale was
distributed among the populance who drank the health of their gallant countrymen, accompanied
by the firing of guns and the acclamation of the crowd, while the Band of Music, lately estab-
lished here played some of their most patriotic airs through the town.” From the above we would
take it that Langholm Town Band would be formed in 1814, because they would hardly make a
public appearance without great deal of practice and of course, it is not known whether this was
their first appearance or not. 

For the Common Riding season, we serialise Betty Little’s book

FFrroomm  DDaawwnn
ttoo  DDuusskk

Alex Morrison Snr, Tom Irving and Johnny Storey with LangholmTown Band

THE hearty congratulations of the community are
extended to Sgt Robert I Borthwick, Murtholm
Dairy, Langholm who, as announced in the King’s
Birthday Honours List, and subsequently in the
London Gazette, has been awarded the BEM for
sterling service rendered in connection with bomb
disposal in the Southern Counties.
Sgt Borthwick, who was recently “demobbed” from
the services, joined the Army in September 1940 and
was posted to the 20th Bomb Disposal Company of
the Royal Engineers.
Throughout the whole of the period of hostilities Sgt
Borthwick was engaged with his Company in the
arduous and hazardous task of the removal of unexploded
bombs in Kent and Sussex and it is in recognition of
his services in this respect that he gained his award.
Sgt Borthwick has received letters from Colonel
Marshall and Major Hardham of the 20th Bomb
Disposal Company, extending to him the congratulations
and good wishes of the Officers and men of the
Company on his distinction in being awarded the dec-
oration.
Sgt Borthwick, who carried the town’s standard round
the marches on the Common Riding of 1936, is a very
popular member of the community, and the news of
his merited award has elicited much appreciation
amongst his many friends and acquaintances. 

Rob Borthwick cries the fair at the Castle Craigs

Rob Borthwick 
BEM
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A fabulous close-up of a hedgehog visiting Stan Wilson’s garden
Camera:  Sony RX10

The E&L Gallery

This year we will have missed two Common
Ridings. Hopefully, next year we will 
celebrate the Common Riding – auld style
in the time-honoured way! 
In verse is the ex-fair crier’s version of
what we look forward to!

The dawn has just broken and the wild owl’s hoots
Is lost to the ears by the sound of the flutes.
On both sides of the Esk the sound of the drum
Tell the townsfolk of Langholm: the best’s still to come!

It’s early, it’s fair, and fine is the weather.
The baying of hounds and the scent of the heather.
There’s much anticipation and expectation increased
As the wild straining hounds are finally unleashed.

They’re off with a scamper a yelp and a bay.
Who’ll be the winner, no one can say.
The trail is as fresh as the dew on the buds
And already the bookies are laying the odds.

For a good half an hour they are hidden from view
Until across the valley they’re spotted anew.
As they streak through Ewes Water in a welter of foam
The trail’s nearly over as they head for home.

They’re cheered by their owners until they are hoarse.
Ten miles they’ve covered through bracken and gorse.
The winner is greeted with a resounding hooray
And the cup will be presented later that day.

The flute band leads the way to the drum’s steady beat
And march proudly downhill to the waiting High Street.
And gather under the clock for a last sweet refrain.
A long year will pass before we hear them again.

Time is of the essence and quickly draws near.
And the officiating magistrate makes it quite clear
To maintain our traditions and what better cause
Hands over the flag to a roar of applause.

The cornet accepts the proud standard unfurled
Visualised by our exiles all over the World.
Back home on the High Street the band leads the way
Followed by cornet and riders in prestigious array.

The cavalcade presses on past the Buck and the Croon
Crossing ower the bridge into the New Toon
And roon the square pump and back ower the Esk
As the cornet prepares for the ultimate test.

The crowds are enraptured, the town is aglow
With a wondrous fervour instilled long ago.
A tradition unparalleled and proud to uphold
Accepted en masse by the young and the old.

From the back of a horse in the time honoured way
The fair crier proclaims the first fair of the day
And states once again it’s that time of the year
Tae see gif a’ oor mairches be open and clear.

The cornet is ready, the time is at hand
To witness a spectacle both moving and grand
As he breaks into a gallop straight up the hill
A moment to savour, an unforgettable thrill.

A spectacle greater would be harder to find
The cornet in full flight up the Kirk Wynd
Bearing the town standard and cheered all the way
A climatic beginning to Langholm’s great day.

High up on the hill the inspections begun
To every one satisfaction encroachments are none
The cornet and the riders make doubly sure
The common land of the townsfolk is clear and secure.

Then it’s back down the hill with a stop at the Well.
The weather’s still holding but you never can tell.
The riders reach Mount Hooley, the top o’ the toon
While the bands and the emblems await further doon.

The pipe and the brass band like a slow moving stream
Lead off the procession wi’ the kids in between
With their besoms o’ heather and dressed up for the day
Their progress punctuated by hip, hip horray!

The cornet and riders through street after street
Are a moving reminder the job is complete.
And back in the Market Place expectation is rife
With a grand atmosphere you could cut with a knife.

From his precarious rostrum; the back of a horse
The second Fair is delivered with passion and force.
For clearing the marches it’s a time to rejoice
The Fair Crier proclaims at the top of his voice.

Then the town band strikes up and it’s time to move on
But a pause for a moment to sing an auld song.
Absent friends though we miss them, we remember a time
When we stood here together to sing Auld Lang Syne.

With musical accompaniment and a continuous refrain
The procession proceeds up the Kirk Wynd again.
Along Drove Road to the Kilngreen, and a bit further on 
Till the horsemen cross the river to the auld Castleholm.

The sod is now cut and the horsemen file past
It’s time for the cornet’s chase at last.
As the cornet gallops off with the flag and a smile
Knowing this is one race he will win by a mile.

The horse racing and games are a treat to the eye
With athletics and wrestling and high jumping for by.
The Highland dancing by lassies in tartan sae fine
Can be seen and appreciated all at the same time.

The cornet, his right and left men alas
Struggle to master the polka on grass.
Much easier to control a wild horse’s prance
Than confidently lead their young lass in a dance.

The band, barley banna, the thistle and Croon
Are ready to make their way back to the toon.
The cornet joins the party wi’ his right and left men
And the band and procession start off once again.

As they pass the Kilngreen a compulsory stop
The band plays the polka and it’s one to three hop
The walloping thistle, the banna and croon
Are keeping good time as they bob up and doon!

The crowds linked together and keeping in time
To a continuous melody of Auld Lang Syne.
But the infection is rife as they let their hair doon
And dance happy circles in front o’ the Croon.

But the closing ceremonies are almost complete.
Just doon tae the Toonfit and back up the High Street.
To the platform the cornet once again makes his way
With the flag he has proudly carried all day.

The standard is returned midst the cheering and din.
Unstained and unsullied; safe oot and safe in.
Like the cornets before him he has proved once again
Our traditions are safe in the hands of Langholm’s young
men!

The Common Riding by John G. Elliot



LANGHOLM
TOWN HALL
(Inside)

WEDNESDAYS
10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS
9am - 2pm
Access through

rear door
_____________

Royal Bank of Scotland
Mobile Van

Day Centre Car Park
THURSDAYS

11:45am - 12.25pm

COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

PLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

PROPERTY TO LET

ELECTRICIAN

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER
COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in The 
Eskdale and Liddesdale Advertiser, please come into the
office on Langholm High Street and speak to the editor,
Rachel Norris.
Alternatively, please contact the Company Secretary
by email – secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk  or by writing to:-  

The Company Secretary, Muckle Toon Media, 
Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

MOBILE SERVICES

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES

Ring office for an excellent service on
01461 337303

On time, on budget and extremely professional

All aspects
of Testing

Rewiring

All aspects
of Electrical

WorkSolar LED
Lighting

Renewables

D
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CHIMNEY SWEEP

CUMBRIA METALS
FARM SCRAP

URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.
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BLINDS

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows

FFLLAATT TTOO LLEETT
2 bed maisonette 

with views over ths park

Available end of August
Conact  Sarah  on

07773 849894

Employers!!
• Do you have vacancies to fill?
• Are you seeking to expand your business?
We have a wide readership covering Langholm and Eskdale,
Newcastleton, Longtown, Annan and Lockerbie and very 
competitive rates.
To discuss your employment needs contact us on 013873 80012 

or email sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

Advertise in the E & L....
You’ll be surprised how little it costs! 

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Canonbie Village Hall
Meeting: 

Thu 5th August  7.30pm 
in the village hall

We are hoping to re-open
the hall but we desperately
need people to help, if you
can spare a few hours a month
to help out, you don’t need to
join the committee if you don’t
want to, please come to this
meeting.
We need help or the hall will

not be able to re-open.
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Sports Awards
RUNNER Conan Harper of Langholm has
become the latest young person to receive a
“Welcome to Langholm” Future Champions
award.
Conan, 16, received £500 from the programme
which was established in September 2016 to
give financial support to young athletes from
Annandale and Eskdale.
Before the lockdown in March 2020, Conan
competed in the National Road Race champi-
onships in Kilmarnock where he finished fourth.
It gained him qualification to represent Scotland
at the Virgin Money Giving London Mini-
Marathon.
Unfortunately, Conan never got the opportunity
to run for Scotland in London but continued to
train hard.
During lockdown he took part in several virtual
events hosted by Scottish Athletics.
This included coming first in his age category
for the one-mile time trial with a time of 4.30mins
followed up with second place in the 5k event
with a time of 15.34mins.
He eventually got back into competitive action
in December when he finished first at the Under
17 National Short Course championships in
Perth.
Now Conan has turned 16, he can race in the
10k and came first in his first 10k at the Cross
Border road race.
He now has his sights firmly set on the up-and-
coming national track, cross country and road
races at various distances as well as trying to
reduce his personal best times. 

Lola Callander, 11, of Lochmaben, who dances
for the Fiona MacNeil School in Paisley, 
received a bronze award and £250.
Before lockdown, and as a recognised champion
of the RSOBHD, Lola won both the British and
Scottish national titles.
She was not discouraged by lockdown and
kept working hard and maintained a strong
training regime through zoom lessons with her
teacher and with practice at home.
She participated in many online events, including
the international festival and the worldwide
festival which included dancers from Scotland,
England, Canada, America and South Africa.
She also won the UKA scholarship online
event, while taking two sets of exams over zoom.
In July Lola was delighted to be asked to par-
ticipate in the third RSOBHD pilot event which
should allow Highland dancers to return to live
competition and did so with four straight first
places.
Best wishes to Lola as she returns to competition
in the British, Commonwealth and Cowal events
in Scotland.
She also hopes to participate in the international
championships which could see her dance in the
SDCCS in Canada as well as the internationals
in Australia.
The “Welcome to Langholm” Future Champions
Awards are funded by the Stevenson Trust, 
Bowman Little Trust, Auchterlonie Future 
Champions Awards, Arthur Bell of Langholm
Trust and Stoneypath Trust.

Drew Ross, 16, of Lochmaben has received a
bronze award.
Drew and her pony, Kengarth Sally Anne (Mia),
have made fantastic progress in the world of
showjumping since applying for funding in 2019.
During the lockdowns Drew worked hard train-
ing her ponies while studying and learning more
about British Showjumping course building.
Despite the number of shows being reduced,
Drew has travelled the UK with Mia and her
other pony, Moon Man, and has successfully
qualified to compete at the Royal International
Horse Show at Hickstead in July and the Horse
of the Year Show in October.
Drew came second with Mia at the Royal 
Highland Showcase 148cm championship in
June and she is sitting third and fourth in the
British Showjumping Pony Silver League.
She is looking forward to the Scottish and
Welsh Home Pony International competitions in
July.
Best wishes to Drew, Mia and Moon Man for
their exciting few months ahead.

Ava Simpson, 18, of Lochmaben, who currently
swims for Edinburgh University Swim Team
and Dumfries Amateur Swimming Club has
received a gold award and £1,000.
Before lockdown in March 2020, as a member
of the Scottish Swimming’s youth squad, Ava
raced at the McCullough International Open
Meet in Bangor.
After a successful meet, she qualified to compete
at the British Swimming Olympic trials in London,
April 2020, in the 50m and 100m backstroke.

Sadly, this event was cancelled because of the
pandemic.
Ava finished 2020 with 17/18 rankings of third
in Scotland for the 50m and 100m back long
course and sixth for the 200m back long course.
With many swimming pools closed, Ava con-
tinued to train through online training sessions
with Scottish Swimming’s youth development
squad, Edinburgh University Swim Team and
Dumfries ASC.
She trained in open water at Loch Ettrick and
returned to the pool last October.

She achieved a new personal best time of
102.65 seconds for her 100m backstroke and
was selected for the national senior bronze squad.
Ava qualified a second time for the rescheduled
British Swimming Selection Olympic trials at
the London Aquatics Centre in April 2021 for
100m and 200m backstroke.
Unfortunately, because of the limited opportu-
nities to swim in the pool and lack of preparation,
her coach advised her to withdraw from the
trials and not risk injury.
In July Ava raced in the 18 plus age group at
the Scottish Summer Festival of Swimming,
with 1,100 swimmers competing simultaneously
in Aberdeen, Edinburgh and Glasgow.
Ava had an excellent meet competing as a
senior swimmer for the first time, finishing fourth
in the 100m and 200m backstroke behind older
and more experienced swimmers.
She set a new personal best time of 2.12.25
minutes, finishing fifth in the 200m freestyle.
Her next competitions will be the West District
Open Water championships at Loch Venachar in
August and the Scottish National Open Water
championships in Fife in September. Best wishes
to Ava for an exciting few months ahead.

“WELCOME TOLANGHOLM”
Future Champions Awards

Conan Harper: Running

Ava Simpson: Swimming

Drew Ross: Showjumping

Paralympics
PAST Paralympic champion
Libby Clegg and her guide
runner Chris Clarke have
been selected to the 
ParalympicsGB athletics
team for the Paralympic
Games in Tokyo next month.
In total, 44 athletes have been
selected for the team which
will head to Japan to compete
in the athletics programme from
August 27 to September 5.
Clegg, who has family in
Langholm and Newcastleton,
won two golds in Rio in 2016.
She and Clarke are set to contest
the T11 200m.
Paula Dunn, Para Athletics
head coach at UK Athletics,

said: “I am proud to announce
our team for the Tokyo 
Paralympic Games.
“We have selected an incred-
ibly strong squad of athletes
who have excelled at past
games, others who have pro-
gressed significantly during the
last cycle and a number of Fu-
tures Academy athletes who
have stepped up to put them-
selves in contention.
“It is testament to all the hard
work by the athletes, coaches
and their support networks,
their families and friends. 
“We will support everyone
on the team so they will be in
the best position to achieve
their goals in Japan next
month.”

Clegg selected for 
Paralympics in Tokyo Ravenscraig Castle wins for Jardine

Horseracing
FAVOURITE Ravenscraig Castle won
for Iain Jardine Racing at Ayr on 
Monday.
The three-year-old 5/4 favourite was
ridden by Andrew Mullen in a one-mile,
five-furlong handicap on good to firm
ground.
The horse, owned by Castle Racing 
Scotland, dropped to last after two furlongs
but Mullen switched right after three fur-
longs out and began to make progress.
He took the lead inside the final furlong
and stayed on to win by two lengths.
At Musselburgh the previous day Mullen
rode Hi Meh Darling into second place in
the five-furlong nursery handicap to come
in 11 lengths behind the winner.
Jardine had Jamie Gormley in the saddle

in the five-furlong maiden stakes for horses
which had never run.
Monica, who set off at 12/1, was slowly
away and raced in last of the six runners.
She was running green and outpaced but
made progress two furlongs out and stayed
on from one furlong out.
She went third inside the final furlong to
come in third.
Gormley came second on Lethal Levi in
a six-furlong nursery handicap at Thirsk
last Friday.
The 5/2 shot, trained by K R Burke, led
narrowly two furlongs out but wandered
around inside the final furlong and was
passed at the post to lose by a shoulder.
James Ewart Racing ran Foxey at Perth
on Tuesday and he came fourth of the
eight runners.
Kit Alexander was on board in the amateur
jockeys’ handicap hurdle over two miles.

Lola Callander, Highland Dancing

Ravenscraig Castle at Ayr
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Cricket
LANGHOLM slumped to their second
defeat in a row when they were
soundly defeated by Staffield.
They did well to post 86 after being
15 for 4 but this was never going to be
enough because Staffield knocked the
runs off for just the loss of two wickets.
Langholm skipper Graham Park won
the toss and elected to bat.
Four balls later he was regretting this
after a rising ball off Tuer found his
edge and he was dismissed for a duck.
This got worse when Tony Steele
was clean-bowled by Tuer, also without
troubling the scorers to leave Langholm
4 for 2.
Stuart Duggan had made 10 when
Tuer claimed his third wicket, clean-

bowling him with the score on 15. 
Nick P fell with the score still on 15
when he was caught for 5 off Bamber.
This brought Chris Stewart into join
Ross Rae. With a wee bit of luck and
some crisp hitting, especially from Rae,
the score began to recover.
Drinks were taken at 15 overs,with
Langholm 52 for 4, a vast improve-
ment.
Unfortunately, a superb catch in the

slips saw the end of Rae for 28 with
the score on 57 for 5, Stewart soon fell
for 9 and the collapse started again.
Davie Gordon fell for 3, bowled by
Thomlinson soon followed by Jay 
Gordon for 2, caught off Thomlinson.
A patient 0 ended for John Bell when
he crisply drove Thomlinson straight
to Bamber at silly point. He somehow

pulled off one of the best catches ever
seen at the Castleholm.
This left Langholm 65 for 9. Hughie
Donaldson joined Steven Johnstone
and with some nice shots and stout
defence the pair survived for 10 overs
adding 21.
It was the returning Tuer who wrapped
up the innings trapping Hughie LBW
for 14 with Johnstone not out on 8.
Langholm's total of 86 all out was
nowhere enough but it could have been
so much worse if not for Rae 
and Stewart's partnership of 42 and
Johnstone and Donaldson adding 21
for the last wicket.
Langholm needed early wickets but
these failed to come as Bamber and
Armstrong added 47 for the first 
wicket.
Park broke the partnership when he
took a good caught and bowled dis-
missing Armstrong for 20.
In his next over he had Bamber caught
by Rae for 23, leaving Staffield 48 for
2.
Unfortunately, no more wickets fell
as the visitors passed the target in the
23rd over. Park was the only wicket
taker and his figures were 2 for 21.

Copshaw pair Elliot and Blaikie (left) beat Wilton’s Brady and Hall
to win Castle Craigs Club Pairs Tournament

40 pairs for
Craigs’ contest

Football
Langholm Legion 6 
Hawick Colts 2

SEVERAL stand-out perfor-
mances produced a great win
for Legion on the 3G pitch last
Friday.

Legion started well and raced
into a three-goal lead, courtesy of
an Ali Little brace and Daniel
Winter goal before the visitors
pulled one back before half time.

Hawick reduced the deficit to a
single goal and looked the more
likely to score again with long
periods of pressure.

But Legion held firm and a cou-
ple of good finishes from Aidan 

Wilson saw Legion pull away
before Brian Mattinson got him-
self a well-earned goal. 

Martin Thomlinson, director
of football, said: “There were
huge positives to take from the
match.

“Lots of chances were created
and bodies put on the line and
all seven subs got a run out.

“With us under the cosh, 
everyone stood up and played
their part to see us over the line.

“All the best to Hawick Colts
in the season ahead.”

Last night Legion were due
to entertain league champions
Hawick Waverley in the annual
Brian Hope memorial match.

Golf
CAPTAIN’S day at Newcastleton
Golf Club attracted a good
turnout of players.

As usual, they were blessed
with great weather.

Many thanks to the captain
George Gilchrist for putting on
a great day with some players
from as far away as Longtown
attending. 

The winners of the three-man
scramble were Martin Pearson,
Dean Thomson and Gary 
Cuthbert.

Nearest the pin were Jarvis
and George.

There were great prizes from
the captain and great craic
through the day.

Everyone, who played, can’t
remember the course being in
better condition so many thanks
to all who worked on the course.

The open competition is on
Sunday, August 8. Entries can
be made on the club’s Facebook
page. Everyone is welcome.

L to R Dean Thomson, George Gilchrist, Gary Cuthbert and Martin Pearson

Bowling
A GREAT entry of 40 pairs contested the open
Castle Craigs pairs’ tournament at Langholm
New Town bowling club last Saturday.
The winners were Alistair Elliot and Ross Blaikie
from Copshaw in a closely-contested match won by
an extra end.
They beat Wilton’s Ryan Brady and Bryan Hall
who were runners-up. 
The semi-finalists at the event included Luke
Tolson and Paul Mitchell as well as Ian Scott and
Mark Grieve, all of Langholm New Town.
The quarter finalists were Alison Clarkson and
Paddy Laing of Hawick, Kenny Bell and George
Graham, Nancy McLure and Melvyn Brown and
Gordon Stewart and George Gordon, all of Langholm
New Town.
The sponsors were the Castle Craigs Club which
contributed towards the competition.
Langholm New Town’s next tournament will be the
Jake Reid pairs on August 21.

Skipper regrets
batting decision

Langholm Cricket Club, where the home team were defeated by Staffield

E&L
SPORT

A brace by Little Captain’s Day at Copshaw


