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Crew’s farewell
to Kevin

WATCH commander Kevin
McCartney has hung up his
kit for the last time at
Langholm fire station.
Full story: page 4
SpOrt

Excellent result
for Conan

A LANGHOLM runner has
come fourth in his first senior
road race.
Full story: page 16
SpOrt

Online Subscriptions to
the E&L Advertiser
now available from only
£1 per week

A new way to read the
‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and
available to read anytime
and anywhere
using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet
and laptop.
log on to
www.eladvertiser.co.uk
Full story: page

Full steam ahead for
ambitious enterprise
Established May 1848

thursday July 15, 2021

www.eladvertiser.co.uk 80p

Planners give green light to the conversion of former BFA site

AN EXCITING and unique
proposal to convert a disused building in Langholm
into a centre for business
start-ups, artists’ studios,
exhibition venue, retail
units and café has been
given the go-ahead.
Dumfries and Galloway
Council’s planning authority
has approved, with conditions, the plan to convert the
former Border Fine Arts factory into a multi-purpose
social enterprise and visitor
centre.
The building is now owned
by the Stevenson Trust which
also has plans for a microbrewery/distillery and a
bakery.
It is estimated that it could
attract 17,000 visitors a year.
David Stevenson, the trust’s
chairman, said: “There’s a
few pages of conditions
attached to the planning permission but, assuming they
can be dealt with, we would
hope to make a start on site
in the late autumn.
“It’s difficult to be specific
about timing but I think it
will take about 12 months
on site before we’ll be ready
to open.
“On that basis and assuming
Mr Covid behaves himself,
we would aim to open in
autumn 2022. There’s still a
lot of work to be done.”

The council’s environmental
health officer objected to the
proposal.
His opinion was that, should
the development be permitted, noise complaints from
the residents of existing
houses could be justified under the Environmental
Protection Act because of
the close proximity of the
development to houses and
the potential scope of operation of the bakery and
micro-brewery.
The objection would stand

‘

Ambitious project gets the council’s go-ahead

we would hope
to make a start
on site in the
late autumn
and it will take
about 12 months
on site

’

unless a noise assessment
was undertaken by a suitably
competent person to confirm
the rated noise level at the
existing residential properties
from the proposed development would not exceed the
existing background noise as
such to cause an adverse or
significantly adverse impact.
Should noise be predicted
to cause an adverse or significantly adverse impact,
the consultant's report should
propose a scheme for noise
attenuation for written

approval.
However, the planning
officer’s report said it was
unlikely that the development
would result in a significant
loss of residential amenity.
The environmental health
officer’s response was noted
but, given previously established uses, it is not considered that a noise impact
assessment would be a reasonable request in relation
to this application.
>Turn to Page 2
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Funeral Services

Funeral
Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service
New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine

Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm
Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

J. & A. Hodgson
Independent Family Funeral Directors
134 High Street, Annan
A Caring Family Firm
Caring for your family
Private Rest Room
For 24 hour caring personal service

Tel. 01461 205920

Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors Member
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available on request

share the news of any..........

• engagements
• marriages
• anniversaries
• births
• thank yous
• congratulations

Contact us on 013873 80012
sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
is part funded by the following
organisations along with
charitable trusts and individuals
from the community of Langholm.

Supported by the
Dumfriesshire East Community Benefit Group
which is funded by ScottishPower Renewables
Ewe Hill Windfarm

Leader
D&G

Scottish Rural
Development
Programme

The Scottish
Government

The European
Agricultural Fund
for Rural Developmenrt
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Church Notices

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE
PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale Church
welcomes you to
Worship on Sunday
mornings at 10am
and
Canonbie Church
at 11:30am
Worshippers will be
required to adhere to
Covid restrictions.
If you are seeking
pastoral support or
wish to arrange a
wedding or baptism
please contact Rev
Morag Crossan on
07861736071 or email
mcrossan@
churchofscotland.org.uk

LANGHOLM,
ESKDALEMUIR,
EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES
Church Services
Sunday 18th July
Langholm 10am
Ewes 2.30pm

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.
Social Distancing
will be observed.
Please wear masks.
Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 80859.
Mobile. 07543 179469
Charity no. SCO11946

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Pair ride the length of UK for MND

A SMALL gathering of family
and friends cheered on the arrival
last Friday of tandem cyclists
Craig Kennedy and Susan
Johnston.
They were cycling from Land’s
End to John O’ Groats to raise funds
and awareness of MND Scotland.
Craig, a retired firefighter, his
tandem partner, Susan Johnston, a
primary school teacher, and the
classic 27-year-old Dawes tandem
(MaNDy) started the challenge on
July 1, with the objective of reaching
John O’ Groats by tomorrow.
The pair, from Linlithgow, are
good friends of Alan and Catherine
Corrie, formerly of Langholm and
Canonbie.
Cath was diagnosed with MND
in 2019 aged 50. Alan and their
daughters, Katie and Rachel, have
all been supported by MND Scotland
over the past two years.
Craig said: “We became friends
in 2009 when our daughters all
played in Linlithgow Rose’s first
girls’ football team.
“It’s safe to say that during our
many matches, tournaments and
nights out Cath, the team’s firstaider, smiled the brightest and
laughed the loudest.
“She is fighting MND with determination, grace, and bravery; an
amazing lady.”

Extra miles

Covering about 1,024 miles, the
pair made their way through Devon
and Cornwall with a brief visit to
Wales on their way north, stopping
at Frodsham in Cheshire to stay
overnight with the ex-head of the
girls’ football team.
Although adding extra miles, they
felt they couldn’t complete the
adventure
without
visiting
Langholm, Cath and Alan’s home
town, and, of course, Linlithgow.

Craig Kennedy and Susan Johnston arrive in Langholm on their
Land’s End to John O’ Groats tandem bike ride

Cycling into Linlithgow on
Saturday, Craig said: “It was a very
welcome sight and gave us a day
off to catch up with our families
and dogs.”
They then headed west to Balloch,
north to Glencoe and through the
Great Glen to Inverness.
Craig added: “Although this is a
really tough and gruelling challenge,
it’s nothing compared with what
Cath and her family have gone
through since her MND diagnosis.
“We hope lots of people will give
us a wave along the route and support this fantastic charity.
“We have set up a JustGiving
page, and would be really grateful
for any donations.”
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
mandydoeslejog
Alan told the E&L Advertiser:
“We’ve lived in Linlithgow for 22
years now.
“Cath was diagnosed with MND
in October 2019 after a couple of
falls.
Since then, we've seen her muscles
gradually stop working and right

now she is unable to use her arms
or legs, is unable to swallow and
has very limited speech using an
eye-control computer for much of
her communication.

Advocate

“MND Scotland flew into action
the day after her diagnosis, arranging
disability support, and provided
grants for adaptation to the house
and acted as our advocate when we
had to fight the council for financial
support for her care.
“Without Doddie Weir and his
MND Scotland charity, our journey
would have been much more challenging.
“There is only one drug available
for MND sufferers and it is likely
to lengthen someone’s life by only
a matter of weeks.
“Cath is now on a new drug trial,
part funded by MND Scotland,
which is the first such trial for more
than 20 years.
“Between the NHS, MND Scotland
and our friends and family, we’ve
got a great team. Craig and Susan’s
efforts are just amazing.”

A catalyst for the town’s revival
> From Page 1

Renamed Auld Langholm Station
because it’s on the original site of
the former station, this community
regeneration project will be a catalyst for the economic revival of
the town and its High Street.
The retail units will have a focus
on Made in Scotland and particularly southern Scotland products.
The lay-out is designed to enable
visitors to see the artists and artisans at work, for business to be
transacted and for craft workers
to give demonstrations of their
skills.
Earlier this year, when planning
permission was applied for, David
said: “We went up a few blind
alleys before deciding to create
something unique, an opportunity

to create business start-ups and
job opportunities in affordable
spaces as an attraction which will
bring visitors all year round and
be an asset to the quality of life
of Langholm folk.
“The BFA buildings were built
on the site of Langholm railway
station so we decided to create
Auld Langholm Station, give the
development a railway theme and
take advantage of the extensive
site to celebrate the heritage and
lifestyle of Langholm and the Esk
Valley.
“There will be exhibitions, markets, demonstrations, talks and
workshops and we plan to have a
micro-brewer, artisan baker, handloom weaver, garment maker, potter, artists and craftworkers.
“There will be speciality retailing
with a focus on products made in

Scotland and even a canine café
for the dog walkers who enjoy a
visit to Langholm.”
Considerable research was done
over the two years, including a
mixture of studying traffic flows
on the main roads into Scotland
and discussing business start-ups,
job creation and community

An artist’s impression of
Auld Langholm Station

regeneration with local and national organisations.
David said: “We have a lot of
space to fill and hope more than
a dozen small businesses will base
themselves in Auld Langholm
Station.”

A move to Level 0 but
cases rising in district
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser • Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

People will have to wear facemasks and follow hygiene rules
CASES of COVID-19 rose in
Annandale and Eskdale last
week but Scotland’s First
Minister revealed the country
would move to Level 0 next
Monday.
In the seven days up to July
10 there were five cases
in Langholm and Eskdale,
three in Annandale East, seven
in Moffat, 12 in Lockerbie,
11 in Gretna, nine in Eastriggs,
11 in Annan East, four in
Annandale West and six in
Lochmaben.
NHS Dumfries & Galloway
has given first doses of the vaccine to 114,284 people aged
18 plus (93.1%) and second
doses to 86,655 (70.6%).
In Scotland on Monday 2,529
new cases were reported and
there were four deaths.
First doses of the vaccine have
now been given to 3,941,571

towards the number of households which can gather indoors
in public spaces and homes.

people and second doses to
2,903,557.
In her speech to parliament
on Tuesday Nicola Sturgeon
asked people to continue to follow public health measures to
protect one another as Scotland
prepared to move to Level 0.
She urged people to adhere to
protective measures and sensible
precautions to suppress the virus
to help create conditions which
allow Scotland to move beyond
Level 0 on August 9.

Face-coverings

She said: “We’re easing
restrictions but we’re not abandoning them.
“We will keep in place for
now certain other measures
such as the requirement to wear
face-coverings, co-operate with
test and protect teams and comply with advice on good hygiene
and ventilation.”

Weddings

The requirement to wear face-coverings remains in place for time being

From Monday physical distancing in Level 0 will reduce
to one metre in all indoor public
settings and outdoors.
Informal social gatherings of
up to 15 people from 15 households will be permitted outdoors

without physical distancing.
Gatherings of up to 10 people
from four households will be
permitted in all indoor public
settings with one-metre physical
distancing.
Under 12s will no longer count

Hospitality settings can open
until midnight if their current
licence permits that and customers will no longer have to
book a two-hour slot to go to a
pub or restaurant but will still
have to give contact details to
assist Test and Protect.
Up to 200 people will be able
to attend weddings and funerals
and employers are asked to
continue to support home working where possible until
Scotland moves beyond Level
0.
Ms Sturgeon said: “While
Scotland will move to Level 0
from next Monday, we will do
so with certain modifications
to our original indicative plans.

Felt Not Telt success for Sian

AN INSPIRING installation
exploring the traditions of
Langholm Common Riding
had a successful showing
in the town last weekend.
Sian Yeshe’s Felt Not Telt
comprised a triptych of videos
from 1968, 2017 and 2020,
with a narrative from interviews with some of the parties
involved in the festival.
Sian’s idea for the installation came about after working
for the Stevenson Trust at
the E&L Advertiser in 2017
and making a film about the
Common Riding.
When it came to doing her
Masters degree last year and
there being no Common
Riding, she wanted to create
something with archive
footage as well as record last
year’s shorter event.
She interviewed about a
dozen people, including
ex-Cornets and people who
have been involved over
many years.

As well as the three short
films on view last weekend,
Sian has applied for a fuller,
longer film to be shown at
a number of festivals but
she has not heard back yet.
Sian said: “The film con-

cludes with the singing of a
Wee Bit Toon which is probably my favourite Common
Riding song.
“It’s been exciting to have
so many locals come along
and celebrate it, particularly
with this year being a similar
situation.”
Sian is considering how
she may be able to distribute
the film to the community
and look into the possibility
of showing it at the
Buccleuch Centre.

Rewilding
questions

KEVIN Cumming of the
Langholm Initiative is taking part
in a question and answer session
during an event run by the Scottish
Rewilding Alliance.
The welcome and introduction
will be given by Peter Cairns
from the alliance and the keynote
speaker is Mark Ruskell, Scottish
Green MSP.
The event will also launch the
film Choices, which asks what
future we choose for Scotland.
Joining Kevin, a board member
at the Initiative, are Lynn Cassells
of Lynbreck Croft, Sophie Ramsay
of Banff Estate and Will Goudy
of Seawilding.
The event asks whether Scotland
should choose to have a better
relationship with nature.
Participants will talk about
expanding natural pine forests,
having flower-rich meadows in
towns and cities, creating places
where children can develop,
explore and play and having
oceans teaming with life.
The event is on Thursday, July
22 from 7pm to 8pm. Sign up at
www.eventbrite.co.uk/.../scotland-choose
In the days leading up to the
event reminder emails will be
sent. They will include a YouTube
link allowing access to the event
____________________

Biggest
festival of
chillis

LANGHOLM Chilli Club is
organising its first chilli fest, due
to be held this autumn.
It has taken the club three years
to reach the point where the festival can go ahead but it’s going
to be big.
It will boast Britain’s biggest
selection of chillis, celebrity chefs,
an international chilli-eating competition and original Scottish
Mariachi.
And a space cow.
More information will follow.

Excellent

Billy Young, who visited
the exhibition with his wife,
Liz, said: “It’s very, very
good. It’s excellent. I liked
the three screens.” Sian is
currently a recipient of
Upland’s Emerge award, a
programme of mentoring
with a bursary of £1,000 for
early career artists and makers with a connection to
Dumfries and Galloway.
Her mentors are Colin
Tennant
and
Saskia
Coulson who were at the
exhibition with Sian.
Saskia said: “We sat down
with Sian and asked her

IN BRIEF
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Sian Yeshe at her exhibition Felt Not Telt

how she would like the
mentorship to develop.

Sounding board

“As an image artist, you
have a lot of questions about
your own practice and need
someone to be your sounding board.
“We have supported her
over the past six months in
her practice and that has

included the exhibition.
“She will go to Dundee to
immerse herself back into
the world after such a long
lockdown. As an artist,
you’re looking for stimulus
through other people’s work.
“She is a very talented,
up-and-coming artist. We
enjoy working with young
artists and supporting them.”

Book
Booyour
k youeyetest
r eyetest ttoday
oday
Personal
fromyour
your
Personalcare
careand
andattention
attention from
first
withus.
us.
firstappointment
appointment with
Spectacles
ContactLenses
Lenses
Spectaclesand
& Contact
to suit
to
suitall
all budgets
budgets

ERIC
HAGAN

Longtown
Tel: 01228 791664
Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

O P T I C I A N S

www erichaganopticians co uk
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EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND

Langholm ....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council

............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/streetlights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables

www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES

Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7)
...................0800 0281414
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES

Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS

D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS

Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES

Langholm,Eskdalemuir Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS

Langholm Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton
...................013873 75240
Canonbie
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS

Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS

Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours
01461 202508

WATCH commander Kevin
McCartney has hung up his
kit for the last time at
Langholm fire station.
Kevin started at Langholm
as a retained firefighter on
August 27, 1996 when he
was 19 and just before the
new station opened in Albert
Place in October.
an
apprentice
As
HGV mechanic with Hudson
Shepherd at the time, his mechanical skills complemented
the firefighter role well.
Kevin enjoyed the firefighter
job so much that he felt the
urge to pursue it as a fulltime career.
In 2002 he was successful
in securing a full-time firepost
at
fighter’s
Dumfries where he is still stationed and is currently watch

commander on Blue Watch.
A break in service at
Langholm was forced until
the introduction of dual
contracts.
Kevin rejoined Langholm
station in 2011 which allowed
him to be an on-call firefighter
in the town when not working
in Dumfries.
He took charge as watch
commander in 2016 after Ali
Bell’s retirement.
He said: “I’ve thoroughly
enjoyed my time at the station
and I’m proud to have served
on the crew at Langholm.”

The retained crew at Langholm fire station say farewell to Kevin McCartney, watch commander, back, fourth right

Letters to the editor

Hard core
objections

WE WHOLEHEARTEDLY
agree with the common sense
in Margaret Walty’s letter
“Further
flood-plan
frustrations aired” (E&L
Advertiser, July 8).
The stabilisation of the gravel
bank at Wauchope foot means it
will never go away because of
natural forces.
The flood of 2019 did reclaim
the north channel of the church
bridge but this can only be

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

temporary.
Basic management of water
needs a clear exit channel. Any
obstruction of a riverbank,
usually man-made, results in
erosion of the opposite bank.
We have two substantial
buildings and industrial sites
within a stone’s throw of the
gravel bank.
If these are ever to be
developed in the future,
substantial hard core to raise
their level would be needed.
Could the moving of a few
thousand tonnes of gravel be
achieved at a financially and
environmentally reasonable
cost?

Poetic injustice?
Two hundred homes on the
Murtholm’s green fields.

Such vandalism would make you cry.

Oh, what power big business wields.

Loreburn Hello, Langholm Goodbye.
John Basnett
Caroline Street
Langholm

Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or
email your comments to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk

We abhor the prospect of this
proposed scheme with its
concrete walls, the desecration
of our park and the loss of
beautiful and mature trees and
riverside vegetation.
Is it time for a public meeting
to reassess this proposed
scheme?
John and Aileen Armstrong
Eskdaill Street
Langholm

Gravel in abundance on the
River Esk

Petrol-head
cabal

IN RESPONSE to your canvas
of opinion on the proposed
ban on parking in Langholm
High Street, my main reaction
is amazement that it was ever
allowed in the first place.
It’s a narrow road built in the
days of horse transport but now
the only trunk road between
Carlisle and Edinburgh.
It’s daily packed with Chelsea
tractor (and Langholm tank)
cars, farm vehicles and all manner of heavy goods juggernauts,
including constant 40-tonne
behemoths hauling logs for the
megarich's tax avoidance
schemes or gravel for what end,
who knows?
Many, if not all, exceed safe
speeds in a byway with tiny

pavement widths, some too narrow to contain the width of a
broad-shouldered man carrying
a shoulder-bag.
The only acknowledgement is
the electronic speed-detector
sign advising, but not sanctioning, speeders to "slow down" if
they wouldn't mind awfully.
Simultaneously to the proposed
parking ban, you have abandoned the eminently obvious
20mph speed limit, adopted in
many wider-streeted towns,
including Dumfries, evinces the
hegemony of the petrol-head
cabal in Langholm and beyond.

Cowering

Not only do you dismiss the
safety of cowering pedestrians,
particularly the aged, infant and
infirm, but also ignore the urgent
danger of climate change.
This is currently demonstrated
by record-high temperatures and
resultant town-destructive fires
in formerly temperate British

Columbia and Pacific northwest America, supposedly the
subject of COP26.
That's right, the 26th conference is in Glasgow in five
months' time.
There is also the associated
deadly curse of air pollution,
chronically exceeding World
Health Organisation limits and
which kills more than COVID19.
In the absence of the real,
urgent action needed to reduce
traffic through Langholm I suppose banning parking on the
A7 is better than the status quo.
What's wrong with the plentiful
parking areas only paces from
the High Street, anyway. Their
use might even help assuage
the nation's obesity problem.
Richard Lennox,
Henry Street,
Langholm.

Rachel hands over
the reins to Danielle
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E&L Advertiser’s new community editor takes up her new post
A NEW community editor has
been appointed to your local
newspaper.
Currently shadowing outgoing
editor Rachel Norris, the Eskdale
& Liddesdale Advertiser’s newly
appointed community editor
Danielle Kenneally started this
week and is due to take over
the reins fully the week following the Common Riding.
Hailing from the North West,
she comes to the role with
experience from her degree in
English and her Masters in journalism, as well as a National
Council for the Training of
Journalists; qualification and
shorthand.
She has spent the last two
years in the Channel Islands in
Guernsey working as a reporter
for the local newspaper, the
Guernsey Press.
In addition, she is involved in
the news editor role for music
website Silent Radio.
Excited to begin a new chapter
in her career, she said she was
looking forward to getting stuck

into life in the community and
meeting the locals.
“Everyone I have met so far
has been very welcoming and
friendly,” she said.
“I’ve heard great things about
the paper, the people involved
in its weekly production and
the locals and volunteers who
support it and make it happen to become a part of that is a
lovely feeling.”

Challenges

“It has been hugely successful
since it was established and in
two years’ time will be celebrating its dodransbicentennial
(175 years), despite challenges
over the years, including most
recently the COVID-19 pandemic,” she continued.
“There is plenty to look forward to for the future.
“From those I’ve spoken to
so far, there is so much happening and with an anniversary
on the horizon for the paper, it
is an exciting time with many
more exciting years to come.

Danielle Kenneally, the newspaper’s new community editor is welcomed
to Eskdale and Liddesdale by outgoing editor Rachel Norris

“I cannot wait to see what
Eskdale and Liddesdale has to
offer and really get to know the
community and its people at
the heart of life in these valleys.”
The Eskdale & Liddesdale

Fairies unable to loup
FOR a second time the waterfall at the Fairy Loup
near Canonbie has stopped
running.
A couple of residents, who use
the popular woodland walk, have
contacted the E&L Advertiser
about it.
Paul Armstrong Wilson said it
was caused by the same reason,
namely, the water disappearing
down a hole which has opened
up in the burn.
He said: “This time I was able
to get a close look at what was
behind the waterfall. I have often
wondered.”
It is one of Canonbie’s most
iconic landmarks and it was in
November last year that the
water disappeared overnight after
a weekend of heavy rain.
The water was escaping down
a large hole upstream, probably
as a result of previous mining in
the area.

The Fairy Loup has dried up again

Advertiser newspaper has quietly
been going about its business
since the community buyout
from CN Group in 2017.

Sustainable

It is currently in the process

of making the publication sustainable. At the moment, it works
at a loss due to the effects of
the pandemic on advertising
revenue.
This restructure is designed
to ensure the paper has a longterm future serving its communities both in print and online
and with the continued support
of its readers and voluntary contributors.
Responsibilities of the new
community editor includes all
aspects of the business, particularly editorial content, social
media, community engagement
and volunteer recruitment as
well as advertising sales and
other commercial activities.
All staff will then report to
Danielle who will report to the
board of the paper via its chairman.
In addition to the departure of
Rachel, who leaves in early
August, Muckle Toon Media’s
chairman David Stevenson will
be retiring and will be succeeded
as chairman by John Hammond.
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Football
and
wildlife

THE Xcel Project in Langholm
hosts some football sessions
next Monday and Tuesday on
the 3G pitch.
They are from 11.30am to
12.30pm for P4-P7 and girls
and from 1pm to 2pm for S1S6.
Places needed to be booked
so let Xcel know you are coming
by messaging them on Facebook
or Instagram.
There are also a few spaces
left on the trip to the Lake
District Wildlife Park on
Wednesday, July 21.
____________________

Approval
for access

LOREBURN Housing Association has received conditional
approval to form an access onto
the A7and a temporary access
route to Murtholm Farm from
Cemetery Road.

NEW SHOP OPEN NOW!

WILSON PETS

42-44 High Street, Langholm

•
•
•
•

Selling a wide range of food and accessories from
smaller pets to horses. Local delivery available.
Opening hours:
Monday and Tuesday 9am to 5pm,
Wednesday 9am to 1pm ● Thursday 10.30am to 7pm,
Friday 9am to 5pm ● Saturday 9am to 4pm
Sunday 10am to 2pm

Contact Elizabeth on 013873 20662 or 07592 367898
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Farming on the Border

Savage attack on
ewe not the first

In association with
C & D AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

Scheme to apply
organic material
CONTRACTORS applying
recycled organic materials to
land are encouraged to take
part in a scheme to ensure they
minimise the risk to others.
The Spreading Organic
Materials Assurance scheme
(SOMA) was launched by SAC
Consulting, in late 2018.

recycled materials instead of
fertiliser.
Neil Carter, SAC consultant,
who designed the scheme, said:
“SOMA was created because
regulations required operators
to show‘technical competence’
but there was no definition of
what that meant.

SOMA is a professional standard for contractors applying non-farm organic
materials

Its objective was to provide a
professional standard for contractors applying non-farm
organic materials such as
wastepaper and biosolids to
land to show they could perform
their role with the highest level
of duty of care.
With regulations being tightened in recent years, it is
becoming more important for
individuals to gain accreditation.
As well as providing an
excellent source of nutrients
for farming businesses, the use
of non-farm organic materials
helps in the drive towards Net
Zero by using products which
might once have been classed
as waste.
It also has financial benefits,
allowing farmers to buy cheaper

“It provides the standard
through which operators can
prove they have technical competence in their role.
“While it was originally set
up in 2018, the increasing level
of scrutiny at farm level means
this scheme is now more
important.
“Changes to subsidy and the
move to a scheme in England,
under which farmers must show
public benefit to receive public
funds, mean an accredited standard, which shows materials
are being used properly with
minimal risk to the environment,
could well stand farmers in
good stead.”
For information about how to
apply phone 01539 769059 or
email: SOMA@sac.co.uk.

C&D Auction Marts Ltd had forward
7,150 sheep comprising 2,054 spring
lambs and 5,096 cast ewes and rams
at the weekly sale at Longtown on
Thursday, July 8.
A larger show of 2,054 new season
spring lambs proved to be slightly
easier on the week across the board.
Commercial export lambs traded
between 245 and 255ppk, while
heavy lambs again were the trade
of the week.
Top per head of £148 for Suffolks
from J Lamb, Ingleston, Ayr. Top
price per kilo of 297p for Beltex
lambs shown by G Mitchinson &
Son, High Greenhill, Brampton.
Overall average 253.2p (SQQ
253.4p).
More lambs are needed weekly
to fulfil demand because customers
are very keen for supplies.
Principal prices (per kilo): Beltex

297p, 276p High Greenhill, 269p
Baurch, 260p Cleughbraemill. Texel
295p High Greenhill, 283p The
Land, 280p Bridgestone, 276p High
Stenries, 275p Roughet Hill. Suffolk
273p, 269p Bridgestone, 269p Ingleston, 268p Hallburn, 265p The
Land & Ingleston. Millennium Blue
268p Bridgestone. Charollais 267p
Guardsmill, 260p Thirstane Cottage.
Mule 255p Whiteside, 250p Penpeugh. Berrichon 244p Carse Farm.
Oxford 240p Guards.
Principal price (per head): Suffolk
£148, £142 Ingleston, £130 The
Land, £129.50 Guardsmill, £129
Grahamsfield & Bridgestone. Texel
£143 Lanehead, £142 Fenton, £138
The Land, £137 Roughet Hill &
Grahamsfield, £136 The Land &
Bankhey.
Charollais
£139
Guardsmill, £133 Thirstane Cottage.
Millennium Blue £129 Bridgestone.

AN ESKDALE farmer has been left shocked by the savagery of
a dog attack on one of his ewes.
The ewe, which was out in a field with her two lambs, was bitten
across her back and sides but the worst injury was to her back end
which was badly ripped.
Ron Weir, who farms at Westerhall, on the edge of Bentpath, had
put the ewes and lambs in the field the previous day after shearing.
His farmhand found the injured sheep. It’s believed she was
attacked during the night and she would have lain there in pain for
hours.
Ron, the tenant farmer on Westerhall Estate, has regular problems
with dogs running loose in his fields and had a sheep killed in an
attack last year.
Ron said: “When Ryan found her, she was in a sorry state; a hell
of a mess. The dog had chewed her tail.
“She was a big ewe but would have just laid down when she was
chased.
“I asked whether anyone had seen or heard anything but I reckon
it must have been in the night.
“It was just the one sheep; the others will have moved away. The
gates to the other fields are open.”
Ron is sure it was a dog attack and not anything else like a fox or
a badger.
“It was certainly a dog. I could see the dog teeth marks down her
back. She was hunted down and attacked by a dog.
“If it had been sick and died, it might have been eaten by a badger
but I could see it was attacked.
“We had to put her down ourselves. It was horrendous.
“Any dog can make a mess like that if they get the sheep stopped
and it lies down.”
The ewe had a pair of lambs with her.
He added: “They were going about screaming and looking for her.
It’s very stressful for them.
“They are eating grass and will continue to do okay but when
something like that happens, they go back a bit.”
This is the third year in a row that sheep in this field opposite the
old school in Bentpath have been worried.
He said: “When it happened last year and I rang the police, they
said they would come out in three weeks and to keep the dead
sheep. But I can’t keep a dead animal for that length of time.

Around the marts

Zwartble £122 Wormerlaw. Beltex
£120 Wyseby Hill Cottage, £116
High Greenhill. Mule £120 Whiteside.
A much larger show of 5,096 ewes
was forward to an increased ring of
very competitive buyers.
Heavy ewes sold to serious rates
right through the sale, with commercial and overfat ewes rising the
most. Also in demand were the
well-fleshed hill ewes which were
in short supply, whil leaner hill
types proved harder to cash on the
week.
Heavy ewes topped at £205 for a
pen of four Texels shown by A & H
McColm, Crailloch, Port William.
Hill ewes topped at £124 for
Cheviots from J Davidson, Grahamsfield, Kirkpatrick Fleming and
£110 for Scotch Blackface ewes
consigned by B Cheesbrough, Lane-

head, Brampton
Mule ewes topped at £127 for a
penful of 21 consigned by RS Catlin
& Son, Hassendean, Hawick.
Rams to £160 for Continentals
from Beckfoot.
More ewes can be sold weekly to
vendors’ advantage.
Heavy ewes: Texel £205 Crailloch,
£188 Clea Hall, £184 Cracrop, £182
Allanshaws, £180 West Broadmoss,
Muircleugh & Sharplaw. Suffolk
£162 Craigsford Mains, £148
Crumhaughhill, £143 Knock, £139
Marygate & Townfoot, £137 Kirkland Hall, £135 Craigsford Mains
& Viewley. Beltex £156 Nutholm,
£155 Wood Farm, £148, £142 Mains
of Balhall. Charollais £140 Thackwood, £139 Beckfoot, £132 Shawhead, Thackwood & Maryholm,
£130 Chaseside. Bleu du Maine
£140 Solway House. North Country

A ewe was savagely attacked on a farm at Westerkirk last week

“We do have problems with dogs. There are signs up around the
estate asking people to put dogs on leads.
“They walk their dogs through the fields and I say something to
them but it’s a nightmare. They just don’t care.
“The police have told me to shoot a dog but I would hate to do
that. It’s not the dog’s fault but the folk who own it.”
There is also a financial cost to Ron from losing sheep like this
when they have a number of years of lambing in front of them.

Cheviot £138, £127 Allanshaws,
£123 Nutholm, £120 North Boig.
Cheviot Mule £134 Muircleugh,
£133 Springfield Farm Court, £131
Shawhill, £127 Springfield Farm
Court, £125 Muircleugh, £124 Wynholm. Mule £127 Hassendean, £126
Upper Tinwald & Viewley, £122
Staffler, £117 Stramolloch & North
Corrielaw, £116 Old Rectory, Wyseby Hill Cottage & Kilnhill. Roussin
£120 Coxhill. Hampshire £115,
£113, £110 Mains of Balhall. Bluefaced Leicester £114 Batey Shield,
£112 Gapshield.
Light ewes: Cheviot £124 Grahamsfield, £106 Clea Hall &
Fowrass, £94 Prestrie, £93 Garth
Farm. Woodland £113, £96 Riggshield. Lleyn £114, £110 Coxhill,
£111 Leapsrigg. Blackface £107
Lanehead, £104 Penpeugh, £96 Barr
Hill Avenue & Toft House, £94

Clonrae, £90 Chapelhope. Kerry
Hill £100 Coxhill, £96 Stramolloch.
Easycare £98 Prestrie. Swaledale
£88 Stanger Hill.
Rams: Continental £160, £150
Beckfoot. Texel £157 Allfornaught,
£152 Wood farm, £142 Allanshaws,
£140 Muircleugh. Blue Texel £144
Spittal Ridding Hill. Suffolk £142
The Land. North Country Cheviot
£130 Allanshaws, £128, £124 Caulside, £122 Barr Hill Avenue. Lleyn
£126 Sharplaw. Beltex £124 Barr
Hill Avenue.
Averages. Lambs: light to 247p
(245.5p); standard to 297p (247.4p);
medium to 295p (255.1p); heavy
to 283p (252.5p); overweight to
269p (251.8p).
Ewes: light to £124 (£56.22);
heavy to £205 (£111.26). Rams:
£160 (£106.91).

The tales of Telford’s
Toll-house and its folk
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser • Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

The Scott family of Waverley Mill were previous occupants

THOMAS Telford and the Scott family of Waverley Mill in Langholm
both feature in a new book about
Gretna’s Toll-house.
The book, The Resort of all Amorous
Couples: Thomas Telford’s toll-house
at Alison’s Bank, Gretna, was written
by Alverie Weighill.
It came about as a result of her travels
in the region working for NHS Dumfries
& Galloway as a clinical psychologist.
Alverie said: “I held regular clinic
and home visit consultations, listening
to people’s life stories and recording
their personal milestones.
“This, of course, involved many hours
travelling the roads.
“I became very attached to some of
these roads so, once I retired, I returned
to them to record their milestones and
research the stories of the people who
made them and some of the road-related
buildings along the way.”
The book tells how Thomas Telford’s
Glasgow and Carlisle road, considered
to be the most advanced of its time and
one of his greatest achievements, came
to be built through Gretna and how his

Scott, son of John Scott of Langholm’s
Waverley Mill.

Ashley Bank

THe new book about Gretna’s Toll-house

little toll-house became part of the marriage business.
It tells the stories of its builder, its
toll-collectors and their lucrative sideline
and of some of its other occupiers and
owners.
One of the latter was William Black

Set against a brief history of the Scott
family and Langholm’s textile industry,
the book describes William’s early life
in Ashley Bank and how he later bought
Alison’s Bank farm and the toll-house.
Much of the information on William
and the Scotts came from past copies
of the Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser,
sourced through the Langholm Archive
Group web resource.
The book also tells the stories of some
of the couples who were married in the
toll-house, people whose lives have
mostly gone unrecorded in the history
books.
It traces the house's history through
the 20th century, including its role in
the Great War when William Scott’s
ownership ended abruptly before
explaining its development and role in
today’s Gretna story.
Alverie added: “It is based, as far as
possible, on original sources, contemporary accounts and the gleanings of

A garden of delights

family historians who have generously
shared the results of their research with
me.
“It has 34 colour images of old maps
and estate plans, archival documents
and locations past and present and provides extensive notes and references
for those who wish to pursue the topic
in more detail.
“It should particularly appeal to anyone
interested in Gretna’s famous marriage
trade but I hope it will also interest
folk who, like me, are fascinated by
the era of turnpikes and stage-coaches.
“It may be of interest to more general
readers, too, especially those who are
interested in 19th and early 20th century
history and the families and industries
of eastern and coastal Dumfriesshire.
The Resort of all Amorous Couples:
Thomas Telford’s toll-house at Alison’s
Bank, Gretna is available now. ISBN
9781800490000, price £12.50 (£11.50
to members of U3A Dumfries) plus £2
p&p if delivery by hand is not possible.
Email Valerie at
valerieweighill@yahoo.co.uk
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Bridge
restriction

THE Billhope bridge, which is
on the C24 Hermitage to the
Dumfries and Galloway boundary road has a 7.5T MGW restriction in place until July 26.
The restriction is needed
because of the structural capacity
of the bridge.
____________________

House plan
approved

A PLAN by Buccleuch Estates
to build a house and install a
septic tank and soakaway at
Woodside Cottage, Midlands
Farm, Canonbie has been given
conditional approval.
____________________

Study and
garage

IAN Kellitt of Woodhouse,
Canonbie has applied for planning permission to build a
detached garage with a firstfloor study room, balcony and
external staircase.

Online subscriptions to the
are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read
anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.
THE gardens at Westwater Farm
near Langholm will be open to the
public this Sunday.
Sue and Charlie Clapperton are
welcoming visitors from 2pm to 5pm
to their garden as part of a national
scheme.
The event comes under the umbrella
of Scotland’s Gardens Scheme and
all the proceeds will go to the charity’s

own beneficiaries.
There is no charge but visitors may
give a donation. There will be homemade teas and plants for sale.
Before setting out, check the website
scotlandsgardens.org for any lastminute changes.
Westwater Farm is on the Lockerbie
road at DG13 0LU.

GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT!
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Culture
city bid

SOUTH of Scotland Enterprise
is bringing together key stakeholders to develop a bid for the
area to become the 2025 UK
City of Culture.
The competition, delivered by
the department for digital,
culture, media and sport with
the devolved administrations,
recognises the central role culture and creativity has in communities’ recovery and gives a
fantastic opportunity to shine a
light on what the area offers.
For the first time, the competition is open to areas and places
joining together to apply for
the title to be awarded to them.
As a result, South of Scotland
Enterprise is engaging with
Borderlands, Team South of
Scotland partners and key
influencers on an ambitious bid
to celebrate the area’s heritage,
culture and creativity, help
recover from the pandemic and,
ultimately, bring in investment.
Professor Russel Griggs, chairperson, said: “There has been a
transformational impact on communities which have previously
been named City of Culture.
“The change of criteria to
allow areas to apply opens up
an exciting opportunity.
“The richness of our creative
and cultural sector makes us
who we are and something we
rightly want to celebrate.
Inspired by our natural landscape, the sector tells a powerful
story about our region.
“This competition gives us a
chance to show what we have
to offer to the rest of the world.”
____________________

Teachers’
job fears

OLIVER
Mundell,
Dumfriesshire MSP, is pressing
for a better deal for recently
qualified teachers.
Some have been unable to
secure permanent teaching posts
or even temporary contracts
with only weeks to go until the
start of the new school term.
He has been contacted by several teachers who told him of
their difficulties in obtaining
permanent posts and their fears
that continuing unstable
employment could drive them
out of the profession.
He has written to ShirleyAnne Somerville, education secretary, urging the government
to commit to guaranteeing that
recently qualified teachers will
have secure full-time employment for two years after completing their probationary
period.

Unearthing the Benty
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
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Archaeological dig helps solve mystery of library mound
By Mairi Telford Jammeh

THE mystery of a mound in
Bentpath has been unearthed
during a week-long archaeological dig.
The dig was done in the
grounds of Westerkirk Parish
Library and was supervised by
Andrew Nicholson, county
archaeologist in Dumfries and
Galloway.
Volunteers from the Eskdale
& Liddesdale Archaeological
Society and trustees from the
library carried out the dig.
It was done because of
proposals by the library trustees
to create another building within
the grounds.
The purpose of the dig was to
find out whether the mound
was a natural feature, was the
debris from the demolition of
nearby cottages or was of real
archaeological interest.
The mound showed clear evidence of human activity and
appeared to be an artificial construct itself but nothing was
found to give a date for the
construction or activity.
Below a layer of black soil
found at the bottom of the
hillock and full of 19th century
pottery and glass, at least two
more layers were dug through.
At the bottom of these, in the
final hour of excavation, an
early, hand-made brick was
found.
Further research will be needed
to be able to date this.
Andrew said: “The excavation
has been really successful in
finding out more about the mysterious mound.
“The volunteers have done
great work and, although we
have now answered most of our
initial questions about the site,
like all the best archaeology, we
have a whole new set of ques-

The dig on the mound at Westerkirk library begins

tions we would like answers to.
“I do hope the trust and the
society have the opportunity to
build on this work and undertake
more investigations in the
future.”
Mairi Telford Jammeh, who
chairs the trust, said: “We are
grateful to Andrew and the vol-

unteers for carrying out this
work and excited to think that
we may have a prehistoric site
within the grounds of the library.
“We will await further guidance from Andrew before we
proceed with our proposed project to develop a reading room
and toilet.”

A collection of some of the items of pottery which were found

The archaeologists sift carefully through the soil as they search for evidence of humans

‘

The volunteers are excited about what they may find under the ground

The uncovered earth begins to reveal its secrets

It’s very
exciting to
think we
may have
something
important
in the
grounds
of
Westerkirk
Parish
Library

’

Engineering a future
www.eladvertiser.co.uk
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Academy pupils awarded Industrial Cadet certificates

THREE Langholm Academy pupils have been rewarded
for reaching the national finals of an engineering
competition.
The Langholm Initiative was proud to present Industrial
Cadet certificates from the Engineering Development Trust
(EDT) to Darrie Foster, Maya Crossan Brown and Charlie
Moss.
The team, which included a pupil from another Dumfriesshire
school, had reached the national finals of My School is an
Island.
Teams from around Scotland have worked for three months
on a project to create an imaginary sustainable school in a
location of their choice.
The Initiative team chose to have the school in the Highlands
to maximise the use of wind power.
Their final report, video and model were reviewed by an independent assessor from Liverpool John Moores University.
Team meetings have been held online, led by Jason Railton
and Judith Johnson of the Initiative and mentor Hayden
Goodfellow.
This was the only team to have a member from a different
school, with Heather Kellock of Wallace
Hall Academy joining Darrie, Maya and
Charlie.
Rebecca Elliott of project sponsor
Community Windpower was delighted
with the outcome.
She said: “I would just like to say a
massive congratulations from myself
and everyone at Community Windpower
to all the pupils for completing the
Industrial Cadets bronze programme.
“It’s fantastic to see a group of pupils,
who didn’t necessarily already know
one another, come together and put
so much hard work into a project.
“They should all be proud of themselves for the work they have produced
and I hope they have learnt something
new about the renewable energy
industry while completing the project.”

Charlie Moss, right, is proud to have earned his
industrial cadet’s certificate

Heather Kellock is pleased to get her certificate from Margaret Pool

Judith Johnson, Jason Railton and Hayden Goodfellow congratulate the cadets on their achievements
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Festival
winners

THE Newcastleton Traditional
Music Festival went online this
year.
This was the 52nd year of the
festival which is normally held
over three days in the village.
The competition was held on
Facebook with live comments
from the judges.
A storytelling workshop was
run with Pauline Gardner via
Zoom. After the usual break for
food, the winners' concert, also
on Facebook and streamed to
Zoom, took place and this was
followed by a very enjoyable
Zoom session.
The festival committee would
like to thank TASGADH for
funding to enable this to happen,
all the entrants, and the life
members, who stepped up to
help.
They would especially like to
thank Philip 'Mac" McAuliffe
for his amazingly good-natured
and patient technological wizardry.
Competition winners:
children's original song - Rose
Byers
original song - Carole Brooks
children's traditional song Rose Byers
traditional song - Max
Marnau
original tune - Trish Santer
children's traditional tune Rose Byers
traditional tune - Rachael Hales
children's original poetry Leo Page
children's poetry reciting - Leo
Page
adult poetry reciting - Rose
Byers.
____________________

Margaret Pool presents a certificate to Maya Crossan Brown

Darrie Foster receives his certificate from Margaret Pool

Education
allowance

PUPILS staying on at school
in post-compulsory education
may be able to apply for an
education
maintenance
allowance.
The allowance is based on
household income.
The income thresholds to qualify are £24,421 (subject to
change) for households with
one dependant child and £26,884
(subject to change) for households with more than one
dependant child.
Families must meet all other
eligibility criteria detailed in
the guidance document and
application form.
Guidance and information on
how to apply is at www.
dumgal.gov.uk/ema
If anyone thinks they may
qualify, they can apply now.
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Enterprise
service

THIRD Sector Dumfries and
Galloway has launched a free
support service for social
enterprises.
The project, funded by the
South of Scotland Economic
Partnership, will help start-ups
and existing social enterprises
develop their business.
A team of five specialists can
offer one-to-one support or an
independent perspective on a
social enterprise’s vision or
structure, with a dedicated
section on the new website
www.tsdg.org.uk/
Each member brings extensive
experience and a broad range
of skills, having between them
successfully grown and
developed start-ups to mature
businesses.
Norma Austin Hart, chief
executive, said: “The project is
an exciting development of our
services and there is no better
time for social enterprises to
be formed and to grow.
“The pandemic brought out
the best in our communities as
more people chose to get
involved in supporting others.
“This is a unique opportunity,
as we recover from the
pandemic, to harness that energy
and turn it into sustainable social
enterprises which have both a
positive economic and social
benefit.”
Tools available to the team
include business planning, creative problem-solving, marketing, financial planning, HR,
stakeholder management, sales
and organisational development.
Profits from a social enterprise
are not shared with shareholders
or paid out in dividends. Instead,
they are reinvested in the
enterprise’s social objectives to
affect and change lives for the
better.
To contact the team email
sedg@tsdg.org.uk or call 0300
303 8558.

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Langholm’s flowery
summer cycles
Residents decorate their bikes to help cheer up the town

____________________

Checking
benefits

ARE you caring for or know of
an elderly relative or neighbour?
Are they receiving all the benefits to which they are entitled:
pension credit, housing benefit,
council tax reduction, attendance
allowance, personal independence payment?
You can check for them at the
financial inclusion and welfare
support team at
fiwsreferrals@dumgal.gov.uk
or ring the council call centre
on 030 33 33 3008, who will
take the referral over the phone.

Top: George Street
Middle:George Street 2
Bottom Bridge House, High Street

Top: William Street
Middle: Elizabeth Street
Bottom Jennety’s Green

MP speaks of his pride
in the gay community

David Mundell tells house how he has dealt with online abuse
MP DAVID Mundell has spoken of the abuse he receives
as a gay man during a House
of Commons debate about
Pride Month.
Mr Mundell, who represents
Dumfriesshire, Clydesdale and
Tweeddale also said he found
it “very easy since I came out”
because of the work and efforts
of so many other people.
He told the house: “I don’t
think there is any definitive way
to come out and we must not in
any way try to prescribe what
people should do.
“Everybody has to do what is
right for them and make their
own decisions but I have no
regrets.
“I benefited from a loving
family, great friends, and the
supportive working environment.
“There was already a strong
cross-party LGBT+ community
in parliament and it was extremely supportive.
“Coming out did not seem to
stand in the way of what I
regarded as a political career
either because I was the first
openly-gay
Conservative
Cabinet member.
“I was hugely honoured when
my then cabinet colleague
Justine Greening subsequently
said to me I had been the inspiration for her own coming out.”

job to stand up for the young
people bullied at school, those
discriminated against whatever
their workplace and, particularly,
the trans community who continue to experience so much
discrimination and inequality
and have their human rights
abused.
“As MPs, we have a responsibility to call out discrimination
and highlight the injustices to
members of the community.
“This is as an important part
of my role as a member of the
executive committee of the
Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association.

Mr Mundell added: “Only one
constituent has raised the issue
negatively with me face to face
on the doorstep, although I
realise that is not the same for
everyone.
“However, we do now face
the well of poison that is social
media and I’m sad to say
homophobia is a real part of
that.

Blogger

“I assume, like so many people
here, I don’t read a lot of what
is said about myself but sometimes we do have to push back.
“For me, that occasion was
when a blogger called Wings
Over Scotland asserted that gay
people should not have children,
with particular reference to my
older son, who is an MSP.
“Among others, Kezia
Dugdale, the former Labour
leader in the Scottish parliament,
spoke up for us and she, for her
support, ended up being sued
by the self-same blogger who
had put up the article.
“The matter went to court in
a well-documented case but I’m
pleased to say he lost.
“I regard that as a victory, at
least in Scotland, for those willing to stand up against homophobia and I remain particularly
grateful to Kez for her support.”
His positive experience, he

Human rights

David Mundell and Justine Greening catch up at a Pride event

acknowledged, was not shared
by everyone and for many it
was still hard to come to terms
with their identity.

Discrimination

“It’s always a personal decision
and there is no one approach or
right answer as to how to do it.
“What is not acceptable is that

people feel unable to come out
because of fear of abuse or discrimination.
“I think that, particularly, parliamentarians have a duty to
ensure sexuality is never a barrier
for people who wish to pursue
a career in public office.
Of course, this is not just about
MPs or public office; it is our

“I hope we can push LGBT+
equality and human rights up
the Commonwealth agenda, delivering better rights for LGBT+
communities around the world.
“It is unacceptable that in some
Commonwealth countries the
death penalty still applies for
homosexuality and that in others
LGBT+ people are routinely
harassed or arrested by the authorities.”
He had been especially encouraged to see so many LGBT+
colleagues elected at the 2019
general election.
He said: “As is the theme of
Pride, I was myself very proud
to be one of them.”

High quality memorial book
published by father and son

By Mairi Telford Jammeh

ALEX
and
Timothy
McCracken, a father and son
team, have done a wonderful
job of creating a high-quality
memorial
book
about
Langholm’s Roll of Honour,
piecing together photos and
information about people
named on the war memorial
in Buccleuch Park.
But Langholm’s Roll of Honour: The First and Second World
Wars is so much more than that
and presents comprehensive coverage of Langholm folk who
contributed to the war effort in
both conflicts and died doing
so and about others who also
served.
For me, it is particularly pleasing to see and read about the
women who are so often forgotten when compiling records
such as this.
The photos are superb and
Alex and Timothy must have

spent a huge amount of time
contacting people and accessing
photos of relatives to ensure
they were included in the book.
It must have been a painstaking
process, ensuring facts were
correct before publication.
There are some lovely photos
and some of these are courtesy
of Caroline Brisbane-Jones
Stamp.
They show men being treated
at Langholm’s Red Cross
Auxiliary Hospital.

Tushie

I remember Caroline’s mother,
known affectionately as ‘Tushie’,
who lived at Craigcleuch and
was involved in the Red Cross
in the 1960s.
It is also lovely to see pictures
of the cabaret performers who
were entertaining the troops during World War Two and the mill
workers who contributed to the
war effort.
There are even photos of

IN BRIEF
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wartime Common Ridings.
The book is really a superb
social history of Langholm’s
wartime experiences and presents the devastating effect war
can have on a small community
such as ours.
How dreadful it must have
been for the parents of James
Foster, for example, who died
at the Battle of the Somme in
1916 at 18.
Or for those of Walter Henry
Mills Greig of Caroline Street,
an only son, who was killed in
action at 22 in 1944 while on
an operational sortie in France.
The book is a tribute to all
those involved ‘lest we forget’.
Alex and Timothy have dedicated it to everyone in Langholm
who served in both wars.
It truly is a wonderful book
and an excellent record and
resource for anyone wishing to
know about Langholm’s war.
Copies are on sale in The Paper
Shop for £20.

Gift card
incentive

BUSINESSES in Dumfries and
Galloway are leading the pack
in a milestone move encouraging everyone to support them.
A number are among the first
in the country to sign up to the
new Scotland Loves Local gift
card programme to help fuel
the fightback from COVID-19
in town centres.
All businesses in the region,
whether shops, cafes, leisure
venues or visitor attractions,
are being urged to follow them
after Dumfries and Galloway
Council agreed to spearhead
the scheme.
The Scottish government is
backing the rollout of regional
gift cards in each of the country’s 32 local authorities.
Each gift card can be spent
only in the region for which
they are branded.
The Dumfries and Galloway
Loves Local gift card will be
available for consumers later
this year.
Councillor Rob Davidson,
depute leader, said “We welcome the launch of the gift
card.
“It is great that every penny
spent on the gift card stays in
Dumfries and Galloway. This
is good news for our economy
as we recover from the impact
of lockdowns.”
Archie Dryburgh, vicechairman of the economy,
environment and infrastructure
committee, added: “We really
need every business to sign up
to accept the gift card whether
a shop, restaurant, hairdresser
or visitor attraction.
“There is no cost to sign up
and it takes only five minutes.
“Dumfries and Galloway was
one of the first local authorities
to sign up for the gift card so
let’s make sure you can spend
your gift card everywhere from
Langholm to Portpatrick.”
____________________

Vehicle
crime rise

Police Scotland has launched
an awareness-raising campaign
to prevent vehicles being
targeted by criminals.
During the past year, when
the country was subject to a
range of coronavirus restrictions,
including lockdown, recorded
crime fell.
As crime rates return to preCOVID-19 levels, officers are
seeing a rise in the number of
cars, vans and motorbikes being
stolen or having items stolen
from inside them.
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For the Common Riding season, we serialise Betty Little’s book
...(continued)

My First Vote

Although too young to vote, as
children we always knew whom
we wanted for Cornet and went
to great lengths discussing it
among ourselves. The night that
Wat Robinson was elected, I
remember a crowd of us hanging around outside Milligans’
Hall and Jim (Sam) Robinson
(who became Cornet in 1949)
and I convincing ourselves that
Wat would win. And he did. It
was an unwritten rule that you
had to be 14 before you were eligible to vote and the first Cornet I voted for was Archie
Irving in 1939.
On that Common Riding Day,

was announced. By that time all
the other contestants had gone
home and, probably on the
advice of Common Riding secretary Wattie Mitchell, Johnny
Barnfather (Bella’s father)
insisted that we run round the
circuit otherwise we wouldn’t
get the prize money. So it was a
very bedraggled team with little
sparkle left in us, that cantered
around but it was worth it – for
the prize money was 7s 6d each.

Different dimensions

Through the years, the
Common Riding has taken on
different dimensions.
First it was the heather besoms
and a threepenny-bit reward;
then the attraction of the hobby
horses and rolling pennies at the
Shows and taking part in the

Cornet Wat Robinson in 1937

the rain fell unceasingly from
morning to night. Although the
Hound Trail was held, weather
conditions were so atrocious
that none of the hounds returned
within the specified 25 to 45
minutes after the start and,
according to the rules, the trail
was declared void. It was the
first time that this had happened
since the inauguration of
Langholm Hound Trail in 1845.
The Flag carried round the
marches in continuous heavy
rain became absolutely saturated and by the time it came to
the Cornet’s Chase on the
Castleholm, the sheer weight of
the Flag caused the pole to snap.
Despite the rain, the horseracing and athletic events took
place.
Bella Barnfather, Annie
Erskine, Elizabeth Potts and I
entered as a team in the ladies’
race and we sheltered under a
tree (which was no shelter at all)
until the race, which was well
down the list on the programme,

races. Next came following the
band in a line linked with “a
click” then the riding the
Common. And while still
observing the rituals and
upholding the ancient traditions,
a very import aspect of the
Common Riding for me today is
meeting aul’ freens.
As far back as I can remember,
as the Common Riding
approached, a host of kent faces
arrived in the town. Prominent
among those returning exiles
and an annual visitor to the
town was London policeman,
the
late
Jock
Tom
Elliot, a great Common Riding
man and benefactor to the Town
Band. While the Town Band
plays on the Summer Fair night,
the Market Place buzzes with
excitement in anticipation of the
great day to come. The scene
rouses a deep, almost indescribable feeling of contentment to
see families reunited and aul’
freens, some of whom have
travelled thousands of miles,

shaking hands and greeting one
another. Ask any Langholmite
about this special Common
Riding feeling and they’ll tell
you that you just can’t describe
it. I have heard it referred to as
“a tickly feeling ye canna
scratch”.
The goings-on on the Summer
Fair night must puzzle any
stranger to the town as they
watch the crowds make their
way to the top of the “Station
Road” to meet the “last train”
and people coming home for the
Common Riding. For there is no
longer a station and no train.
The last passenger train was on
15th June, 1964 when all railway
passenger train services were
withdrawn from Langholm,
Gilnockie, Canonbie and
Riddings Junction.

The Shows

As far as the Shows were concerned, in my youth the shortage of money was always a
stumbling block. Sixpence (if
you were lucky) didn’t go very
far even if it was only a penny a
“go” and when the money was
finished I would hang around
the Kilngreen in the hope that a
family friend might come to the
rescue. One knight in shining
armour did emerge in the form
of George Beverley, who was a
few years older than I and working, and he treated me to rides
on the speedway. Still at school,
I felt real cocky waving to my
friends as they stood watching
enviously on the side lines.

To be continued

Times Past

100 years: Armour Found in the Esk

The following pieces of armour were recently found in the Esk; a few yards below the west side
of Skippers Bridge, namely, a part of a coat of chain mail, made of several hundreds of small
links alternatively iron and copper; part of a breastplate in folding pieces, and part of a belt,
ornamented with silver fish forms embossed in it. These have been submitted to Alex O Curle
Esq, director of the Royal Scottish Museum, Edinburgh, and pronounced to the undoubtedly
Indian armour of the 17th and 18th centuries, and possibly, judging from the fish ornamentations,
from the State of Bhopal. It has been suggested that someone may know how they came to be in
the district, and, if anyone has this knowledge, it would be a favour if he would send the information to the Rev. George Orr, Hon Secy of the Archaeological Society.

75 years: Presentation to Cornet Murray; Gift of spurs

An interesting presentation took place in the Crown Hotel, Langholm on Friday evening when
Cornet John Murray was presented with a pair of spurs by his supporters residing at Moodlawpoint area. The gift was handed over by Mr M Ewart, secretary of the Castle Craigs Club, who,
on behalf of the subscribers wished Cornet Murray “Safe oot and safe in” on the Common
Riding Day. Cornet Murray made a suitable acknowledgment of a gift.

Further subscriptions to the funds of Langholm Common Riding as received during the week by
Mr Mitchell, secretary, are as follows: - Sir John H Milne Holm £2: C Constable, Esq £1 1/-; D
Elliot, Esq., London £1 1/-; Dr R H Watt, Langholm £1; “ Anonymous,” Langholm £1; W
Snowden, Esq., Ecclefechan, 10/-

50 years: Langholm Ex-Cornet’s Association

Langholm Ex-Cornets Association held a most enjoyable dinner-dance in Ashley Bank Hotel on
Saturday when Ex-Cornet Alex Morrison, Commercial Place, chairman of the Association,
extended a cordial welcome to over twenty former Cornets and their wives and partners.
Amongst these present were this years Cornet, Robin Nixon and his Right and Left Hand Men,
Ex-Cornet’s Neil Davidson and William Laidlaw. The Chairman congratulated Cornet Nixon on
his appointment to the office and wished him grand weather on “Langholm’s Great Day” and a
very successful Common Riding and year of office. Music for the dancing was provided by Mr
A Tedham’s Band, and during the evening several well-known Common Riding songs were
rendered by Ex-Cornet Ian McVittie and Mrs J Young, wife of Ex-Cornet John Young, Caroline
Street. The highlight of the musical programme was the singing of the Langholm “anthem”
“The Wee Bit Toon” by the entire company.

25 years: Cornet McVittie earns his spurs

The scene was set last Friday evening for a memorable occasion when 38 of Cornet McVittie’s
friends assembled for Spurs Night. The ‘out riders’ met at 10pm at the Eskdale Hotel for light
liquid refreshment prior tot meeting up with the main body of the party at the Buck. In true tradition, these close friends of Cornet McVittie then made their way to the Golf Club for around
11.30pm when the formal photographs were taken to record this auspicious occasion. After a
night of singing and other activities, a worthy band headed by Cornet McVittie went up to the
Monument at 4.45am precisely and then on to Castle Craigs returning to the Golf Club at
around 6.30am. The party started to dwindle at around 7am at which point the stalwarts
descended upon the home of Cornet McVittie for bacon skinnies. Having been fed and watered,
the Cornet then took himself off to bed leaving the die-hards to visit the Buck for a drop of the
‘hair of the dog’ at around 10.30am. Niall Borthwick is reputed to have left the party at around
2.30pm HCC
Miss Evelyn Moor,
daughter of Bailie W G S
Moor and Mrs Moor,
Henry Street, Langholm,
is the 1946 Broomholm
Dux
Medallist
of
Langholm
Academy.
Winning this premier
scholastic award in connection with Langholm
Academy, Miss Moor
maintains a family record
as her elder sister, Miss
Eleanor Moor, presently
at Dumfries Academy,
was Dux at Langholm in
1944.

Tom Reid with his hound

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Above: Miss Evelyn Moor

Right: Christopher Elliot
Christopher Elliot, elder
son of Mr and Mrs C winner of Langholm Academy
Elliot, West Street, Sports Championship and the
Langholm, is this year’s “Lindsay” Challenge Trophy.

The E&L Gallery
www.eladvertiser.co.uk
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Potter about at Floors Castle
The Flying Scotsman flies past Eaglesfield. Photo by Andrew Murray of Eaglesfield

FAMILIES are invited to enjoy a day
exploring the historic gardens at
Floors Castle this summer and follow
a new inter-active Peter Rabbit nature
trail.
Young explorers will receive their own
educational activity pack and map,
themed on the Beatrix Potter classic.
The trail was created to give families a
fun, educational day out during the
holidays.
The World of Peter Rabbit nature trail is
open seven days a week until August 31.
Families can enjoy the famous castle
grounds, while following the speciallycurated trail.
Children can use their activity pack
and map to uncover the world of Peter
Rabbit and much-loved friends Mrs
Tiggy-Winkle, Jemima Puddle-Duck and
Squirrel Nutkin.
From garden games, to a creative art
station, the activities have all been
designed to comply with current COVID19 regulations, with hand sanitiser available to use along the trail.

There are plenty of activities in the
children’s packs to take home, too,
including baking recipes and tips on
how to build a hedgehog habitat.
Admission to the trail is included in the
cost of admission to Floors Castle.
A day pass for the gardens and grounds
is £7 for adults, with two children per
adult admitted free. Admission for additional children costs £2.50 each.
Opening hours are 10.30am to 4pm.
For more information visit
www.floorscastle.com

Floors Castle, Kelso

A great family day at Floors Castle with Peter Rabbit

Camera: Canon 7d Mkii
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SCRAP METAL

PLUMBING & HEATING

COMMISSIONING
▪
SERVICING
▪
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
TO LET

CUMBRIA METALS

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie
DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773
m. 07801 658561

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE

TO LET - LANGHOLM

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN
Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk

AUTO SERVICES

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE  NEWCASTLETON

A VILLAGE GARAGE OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available
We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.
Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

D

ELECTRICIAN

All aspects
of Testing

Solar
Renewables

Rewiring

All aspects
of Electrical
Work

LED
Lighting

Ring office for an excellent service on

01461 337303
On time, on budget and extremely professional

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER

COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in The
Eskdale and Liddesdale Advertiser, please come into the
office on Langholm High Street and speak to the editor,
Rachel Norris.
Alternatively, please contact the Company Secretary
by email – secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk or by writing to:The Company Secretary, Muckle Toon Media,
Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries
Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal
Big or small
we remove it all
Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

CHIMNEY SWEEP

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP
Chimneys and
Stove Flues swept.
Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

013873
80012

REAL ALE BREWERY

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

Borderlands Brewery
116A High Street Langholm

Open every Friday
4pm to 6pm for collection

Hand crafted Ale brewed in Langholm

Free delivery in Langholm and Canonbie
order via website or call 07843 896644
www.borderlandsbrewery.co.uk

BLINDS

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120
(70 x 50)

Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds

FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal
for tilt & turn windows

MOBILE SERVICES

LANGHOLM
TOWN HALL
(Inside)
WEDNESDAYS
10am - 3.30pm
FRIDAYS
9am - 2pm
Access through
rear door

_____________

Royal Bank of Scotland
Mobile Van
Day Centre Car Park
THURSDAYS
11:45am - 12.25pm

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens
For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to

077 382 192 88

Employers!!
www.datsblinds.co.uk

• Do you have vacancies to fill?
• Are you seeking to expand your business?

We have a wide readership covering Langholm and Eskdale,
Newcastleton, Longtown, Annan and Lockerbie and very
competitive rates.

To
T
o discuss your employment needs contact us on 013873 80012
or email sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

Advertise in the E & L....
Yo
Y
ou’ll be surprised how little it costs!

To
advertise
in the
E&L
Advertiser
please call

013873
80012

Presentation to popular
manager as Martin steps up
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

www.eladvertiser.co.uk
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Ali, Derek and Finley are awarded players of the year at social night

Football

LANGHOLM Legion enjoyed
a belated presentation in the
Douglas Hotel for outgoing
team
manager
Barry
Henderson.
The awards from season
2019/20 were also presented.
The top goal scorer was Brian
Mattinson, player of the year
and players’ player of the year
was Ali Little, E&L player of
the year was Derek Johnson
and young player of the year
was Finley Dell.
Martin Thomlinson, director
of football, said: “Well done to
all the recipients of the awards
and thanks again to Barry for
all his hard work over the years
“A massive thank you to Jason,
Rob and the staff at the Douglas
for all they do and have done
over the years. It’s very much
appreciated by all.”
____________________

■ LANGHOLM Legion FC
play their second of six
friendlies this Sunday before
the season begins next month.
Last weekend they played
Carlisle City Development
and lost 4-7.

Barry Mattinson, Ali Little, Derek Johnson and Finley Dell with their awards

It was their first match since
February 2020 and they were
two down and chasing shadows
early on before finding their
feet.
An own goal from a wicked
Keith Reid delivery and a neat
finish from Ali Little took them
into the break all square.
There was a contentious
penalty for the visitors and three
quick-fire goals as the inevitable
tiredness and slackness

crept in.
In a good spell late on they
grabbed two replies through
Daniel Winter.
The first was a neat front-post
finish and the second a penalty.

Injury time

City scored well into injury
time to seal the win.
Martin Thomlinson, director
of football, said: “The scoreline

was frustrating but there are
way more positives than
negatives.
“The main difference between
the sides was match sharpness
which can be gained only
through playing matches.”
The next five matches are
against Annan Town AFC,
Hawick Colts, Hawick Waverley, Greystoke and Hawick
Legion.

Winner, first time out
A HORSE bought at the recent
sale at Doncaster won first
time out for Langholm trainer
James Ewart Racing at Perth
last Sunday.
Juge et Parti set off as 3/1
favourite in the three-mile
novices handicap chase in the
hands of Brian Hughes.
The stunning eight-year-old
grey tracked the leader in the
early stages and was left in the
lead on the turn before the thirdlast fence.
He went clear from the last
fence and won comfortably by
six and a half lengths.
Ewart said: “The plan was to
allow him to get into this in his
own manner but he went off
pretty bullishly as we had him
quite fresh.
“He really accelerated into the
open ditch first time past the
stands and Brian was having to
take a pull which was unexpected but we are getting to
know him.
“The last two jumps were bril-

liant and he pricked his ears
over the last.
“It was an eye-catching performance. There are quite a few
more options for us this summer
to consider if he is telling us he
is ready to go again.”
Hughes added: “A good buy.
This is a nice horse. Jumped
slightly right but did it very
nicely, despite being left in front
too early.”
Ewart’s second winner For
Three also scored at Perth the
previous week.
The 100/30 shot, ridden by
Danny McMenamin, won by
three quarters of a length after
mounting a strong challenge at
the last and taking the lead.
Ewart said: “For Three continued to slipstream the leader
until after the last. Danny
was able to send him on and
we always had the winner
held.
It was a very good ride from
last season’s champion conditional and it was nice to get

Juge et Parti proves to be a good buy for owner

him another winner.
“There is a nice race for us at
Hexham on August 31 and we
will look at other options at
Perth and Cartmel because he
has come out of this nicely and
is very pleased with himself.”
Langholm jockey Jamie
Gormley struck in the concluding race at Hamilton Park last
Saturday.
He rode My Little Queens in

a fillies’ handicap over one mile
and half a furlong for trainer
Richard Fahey.
The 15/8 favourite won by
three and a quarter lengths after
taking the lead inside the final
two furlongs.
Gormley also took a third
place for Iain Jardine when
riding Equidae in a seven and a
half furlong handicap at
Beverley.

Barry Henderson (l) receives a farewell gift from Martin Thomlinson

At the Border Amateur League
AGM it was decided that the
32 clubs would be split into
leagues of 10, 11 and 11.
The season will kick off on
Saturday, August 14 and there
will be no midweek matches at
the start.
Martin said: “Looking at the
table, there will be a few long

treks but, on the other hand,
two trips to Hawick and visits
to Ancrum and Gala are as short
as they come for us.
“Pre-season training has been
very well attended and the effort
put in has been exceptional so far.
“Nothing gets you fit like
matches, though, and the
friendlies should see us in peak
condition come kick-off time.”

Langholm wins at Copshaw

left to right A Glendinning, A Carson, A Elliot, president,
I Scott and D Ritchie.

DUNCAN Ritchie and Ian Scott of Langholm
New Town bowling club won the
Newcastleton pairs’ tournament last
Saturday.
The event was sponsored by Robert Robson
and Philip Hedley and there were 26 entries.
A Glendinning and A Carson of Marchmount
were beaten in the final.
The beaten semi-finalists were G Beagley
and C Stanfield of Ettrick Forest, Selkirk, and
C Ogilvie and B Ogilvie of Gretna.

Sports News

www.kelso-races.co.uk

Nine-wicket win
at the Parklands

01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

After a let-off second ball, when Park
mistimed a pull short and just cleared the
fielder, the result never looked in doubt as
Park and Stuart Duggan added 50 runs for
the first wicket.
Park was the man to fall as he lobbed a
catch to Smith off Cunneen for 24.
The end soon came when Nicky P crashed
a huge six into the pond.
Duggan was undefeated on 31 and Nicky
made 10 as Langholm finished on 66 for 1.
Let’s hope they carry this form into this
weekend as they take on the undefeated
Wetheral on the Castleholm.

Hounds

Clean-bowled

The end of the innings soon came when
Tony Steele clean-bowled Bowman for 0,
leaving Carleton all out for 62.
Stevie Johnstone took 4 for 19, Dave
Steele 3 for 18, Ryan Johnstone 2 for 6
and Tony Steele 1 for 13.
This was a tremendous display in the
field, holding all their catches. Special
mention to Hughie Donaldson with 3.

Excellent result for Conan
Running

A LANGHOLM runner has
come fourth in his first
senior road race.
Conan Harper, 16, ran an
exceptional race at the
Cross Border 10k last
Sunday to finish fourth in
the main race.
After turning 16, this was
Conan’s first time running
the 10k, which started in
Carlisle. He also won the
junior race.
Out of a starting field
of more than 450 runners,
Conan, who is supported
by
the
“Welcome
to Langholm” Future
Champions Awards, ran a
time of 35.05 minutes and
was rewarded for his efforts
with a free entry to next
February’s race by the
organisers.
Conan Harper comes fourth in his first senior road race

Gillian Telford with Polaris

THERE is a battle royal going
on in both the senior and pup
hound trails this season.
In the seniors Polaris and
Fire Strike are making all
the running, while in the pups
it is Explore and Splendid
Sally.
After his win at Newcastleton
the previous weekend, Polaris
followed this up with another
at Walton last Wednesday.
Having to settle for second
place again was Fire Strike.
Explore had previously won
the two races at Spadeadam

and Newcastleton and he followed this up with another win
at Walton.
Splendid Sally was the
runner-up at both Newcastleton
and Walton.
Walton, Wednesday, July 7
Seniors: Polaris, Fire Strike,
Fire Gun, Delta Scope, Castle
Clansman, Eden Raine. 11 ran.
22.25.
Pups: Explore, Splendid Sally,
Fire Princess, Mr Finnegan,
Delta Supreme. 5 ran, 14.21.

Rugby Camp

A GET into Summer rugby camp
is being held at Langholm rugby
club.
Everyone can join the celebrations
as the club begins its 150th year.
The camp, on Tuesday and
Wednesday, July 27 and 28, is open
to everyone whether they are
experienced or a complete beginner.
These fun sessions will be delivered by rugby development officer,
Davie Oliver so go along and "try"
rugby.
The sessions are divided into age
groups and they are free. Bottles
of water will be available.
It’s the classes they were in last
year for the age groups.
Funding has been provided by
the Sportscotland Get into Summer
fund.
Go the Langholm Youth Rugby
Club Trust Facebook page for more
details.
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LANGHOLM produced their most comprehensive display of the year defeating
Carleton by nine wickets at the Parklands.
Carleton were bowled out for 62m with
Stevie Johnstone taking four wickets and
Dave Steele three.
In reply, Langholm cruised to victory in
fewer than 14 overs, with Stuart Duggan
making 31 not out.
Skipper Graham Park won the toss and
elected to bat.
Almost right away this looked a wise
decision. Carleton lost their skipper Smith
in the first over when Hughie Donaldson
took a good tumbling catch off Stevie
Johnstone.
Donaldson repeated the feat, this time
staying on his feet as Litherland lobbed
him a catch off Dave Steele. This left
Carleton 0 for 2.
Things did not get much better in the
next over when Johnstone trapped Reay
LBW for 0, leaving them 1 for 3.
Tickner and Smith mounted a fightback
of sorts but, with the score on 22, a half-

hearted LB shout by Steele saw, much to
every one’s surprise, Tickner given out for
9.
Smith and L Field edged the score up to
34 before Smith played onto Johnstone for
11.
Nicky P took an easy catch off Field for
10, leaving the home side 34 for 6.
Johnstone claimed his fourth wicket by
clean-bowling W Field for 4, with the
score on 40 for 7.
Cunneen and Campbell dug in and added
21 before a superb one-handed catch in
the slips by Park off Ryan Johnstone got
rid of Campbell for 4.
With the score still on 61, Donaldson
took his third catch to dismiss Cunneen
for 17 off Ryan Johnstone.

771472

Cricket

Battle royal for
top trail spots

Price 80p
9
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