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Langholm Alliance frustrated by lengthy private bid hold-up
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Wilson Pets opens
on High Street

WILSON Pets has opened
its doors in Langholm High
Street selling a large variety
of pet food and supplements
to accessories from small
pets to horses.

Full story: Page 8

Langholm rugby’s
150th anniversary

LANGHOLM rugby team
have their first home fixture
of the 2021/22 season on 
Saturday, September 11.

Full story: Page 16

Full story: Page 

Community purchase
of school on knife-edge
THE future of Langholm’s former
primary school as a vital community
asset hangs in the balance this week.
In January the Langholm Alliance put

in a transfer request with Dumfries and
Galloway Council, which owns the
school, but progress has stalled, compli-
cated by a private bid.
Six months on, the private bid is still

not resolved and the alliance is pushing
for a decision so it can apply for funding
for a business plan.
It is believed this stalemate has set a

precedent in the region with regard to a
community asset transfer seemingly being
blocked for this length of time by a
private bid.
Denis Male, alliance chairman, has

now written to the town’s three council-
lors, Ronnie Tait, Archie Dryburgh and
Karen Carruthers, along with Oliver
Mundell, Dumfriesshire MSP, and David
Mundell, Dumfriesshire, Clydesdale and
Tweeddale MP.
Describing the asset transfer as “pro-

tracted”, Denis said: “Shortly after our
request, a private bid was made to buy
the school. Six months later that is still
the situation.
“At a recent meeting with Fiona Lees,

acting council chief executive, at the
school she supported our bid.
“The advice we have been given by

the council and South of Scotland En-
terprise (SOSE) is to press on with a
business plan.
“The problem is that, until the issue of

the private bid is resolved, we can’t get
funding from organisations which have
said they want to support us in putting
together a business plan and get a full
survey done.
“The school buildings will allow several

of the projects in our community plan to
be achieved in a much shorter timescale

than expected.
“These buildings are the only ones in

public ownership in the town.
“The project will involve working with

several other organisations in the town.
“We would obviously accept and support

the private bid if it was going to create a
large number of jobs.
“But if it is to landbank the site, this

would be a real body blow to the devel-

opment of services in Langholm.
“Any help you can give to bring this

protracted matter to a conclusion will be
greatly appreciated.”

Public-serving
A community asset transfer means the

site is acquired from the council for a
public-serving purpose.
The alliance sees the potential of the

site to meet several of the needs in its
community plan.
These include a small business hub,

dedicated youth space, heritage hub and
an outdoor recreation centre with bike
hire, trail information and possible
bunkhouse accommodation in the upper
floors, with the potential for a café/bar
in the former dining room.

>Turn to Page 2

Gardening with Helen
TAKE A DEEP BREATH AND ENJOY THE SummER GARDEN : PAGE 10

Langholm’s former primary school could be a hub of community activity if the Langholm Alliance secures its purchase
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The council advises that the best
way to a successful transfer is
through the Scottish Land Fund
(SLF).
With an SLF Stage 1 application,

a community organisation could
get a technical assistance grant
(average £12,000) to do a feasi-
bility study and build a business
case from a community consulta-
tion.
However, the SLF is clear that

the only circumstances in which
it entertains a funding bid is if
the community organisation has
a clear path to ownership.
In the case of the alliance, it

was felt that, given the private
bid, it could not prove this.
The private bidder has “qualified

acceptance”. This means the coun-
cil will accept the offer if the
bidder meets certain undisclosed
criteria.

Gazumped
The alliance again approached

the SLF which said it had never
dealt with a situation in which a
Stage 1 acceptance of a community
asset transfer had been gazumped
by a private bid.
As such, it could not offer sup-

port. This tied in with what the
council said in January.
While a Stage 1 acceptance did

not mean the school would be

taken off the market, there was
no precedent for a private sale to
trump it.

Resolution
The alliance continues to press

for a resolution with the council’s
property services team.
The alliance believes it would

be a public relations disaster to
build up hope of a new future for
the premises without having any
control over that future.
However, it is engaging with a

surveying firm about undertaking
a vacant and derelict land audit
in the community to outline all
available options and the oppor-
tunities and limitations.
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Fears that site may be landbanked

Langholm People
OutPost Arts sets portrait challenge

Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

Deaths

CREATE a portrait of a
Langholm person, from your past
or present, and be in with a
chance to win a cash prize and
inclusion in a specially-commis-
sioned book.
Twenty portraits will also make

up an exhibition to celebrate the
400th Langholm Charter anniver-
sary in September.
OutPost Arts is calling for people

from the town to get involved in
this exciting portrait competition.
The competition is part of the

Langholm People Project, a creative
programme to shine a light on ‘or-
dinary people’ from Langholm dur-
ing times of adversity.
Entries can be a self-portrait or a

depiction of anyone who lives or
has lived in Langholm.
Lucy MacLeod, creative director

of OutPost Arts said: “By asking
people to get involved in this por-
traiture-based competition, we want
our community to get involved in
depicting the characters and per-
sonalities who make the Muckle
Toon, a most special place to live
in and visit…
“By opening this project up to

people of all ages, we hope to col-
lect a wide variety of depictions.
“You might want to honour your

granny by painting her picture,
draw your teacher, make a collage
of your friend or capture a street-
view of Langholm’s people.
“The brief is super-flexible and

open to all ages and abilities, which
we hope will be extra exciting.”
The competition has three distinct

categories: adults 18 plus; Academy
pupils; and primary pupils.
Work can be in any medium:

painting; drawing; photography;
printmaking; mixed media; collage
etc
“It can be any size or dimension

up to A2 and the only stipulation
is that the person lived in Langholm
at some point.
A panel will select winners and

runners-up who will receive up to
£100 cash prizes.

All entries will automatically be
included in a hard-back book which
will be gifted to all local libraries.
Lucy added: “The book will be-

come a kind of poignant time-cap-
sule, a keepsake depicting the
townspeople at a most difficult
time.”
The panel will select up to 20

entries for inclusion in a large-
scale exhibition, Langholm Facing
Up, scheduled for September.
It will feature in the 400th

Langholm Charter anniversary pro-
gramme, organised by the
Langholm Alliance.
The competition portraits will

feature alongside pieces from three
professional artists commissioned
by OutPost Arts to work with spe-
cific groups of residents for the
Langholm People Project, including
relatives of the Polish refugees
who were resettled in Langholm
after World War Two.
For more information about the

competition, to access an entry
form or to receive support to create
a portrait, for example, access to
materials or practical advice, please
contact Lucy at
hello@outpostarts.co.uk or send a
message to OutPost Arts on Face-
book.
It’s is also seeking contributions

from people for the Langholm
Camp artist commission and kindly
requests that anyone, who has mem-
ories, stories or information about
the Polish camp or the resettled
soldiers, please get in touch confi-
dentially via
sophie.jarzyna@gmail.com or ring
07583 909 317.

Additional information at
http://outpostarts.co.uk/langholm
-people-project.html

The portraiture brief is super-flexible and open to all ages and abilities

J. & A. Hodgson
Independent Family Funeral Directors

134 High Street, Annan
A Caring Family Firm
Caring for your family

Private Rest Room
For 24 hour caring personal service

Tel. 01461 205920
Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors Member
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available on request

Scottish
Rural

Development
Programme

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
is part funded by

Dumfriesshire East
Community Benefit Group
and charitable trusts and individuals 
from the community of Langholm.

ROBERTSON

Lachlan The family of Lachie Robertson are sad
to inform you of his tragic death, in an accident at
sea, on the 24th June 2021. Lachie is a former
pupil of Canonbie Primary and Langholm Academy
and he will be greatly missed by family, friends
and the communities of Langholm and Mallaig.
The funeral service is private due to Covid re-
strictions with the service being held in Mallaig
on 9th July and interment in nearby Morar.

Denis Male, chairman of 
The Langholm Aliance

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church Services
Sunday 11th July

Langholm 10am
Contact us for transport

0744 885 8818.

Social Distancing 
will be observed.  

Please wear masks. 
Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 80859.

Mobile. 07543 179469

Charity no. SCO11946

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale Church
welcomes you to

Worship on Sunday
mornings at 10am

and 
Canonbie Church

at 11:30am 
Worshippers will be
required to adhere to
Covid restrictions. 
If you are seeking
pastoral support or
wish to arrange a
wedding or baptism
please contact Rev
Morag Crossan on
07861736071 or email

mcrossan@
churchofscotland.org.uk

Church Notices

ROEBUCK

Peacefully at home on the 21st June surrounded
by his loving family after a short illness bravely
borne, Robert aged 72 years. Devoted husband
of Hilary, much loved dad of Kirsty and Karen,
loving grandad of Matthew, Daniel, Luke and
Noah, cherished father-in-law, brother, uncle and
friend to many.
Funeral Service was held at Arthuret Church
Longtown 

Lucy MacLeod, 
creative director of OutPost Arts



TWO Langholm marathon
walkers have raised more
than £2,000 in aid of a 
cancer charity.

Helen Cottrill and Caroline
Phillips completed the 26-
mile Macmillan Mighty Hike
at Ullswater for Macmilan
Cancer Support.

They raised more than
£2,200, thanks to their 

families and friends from the
Langholm community. 

Inspired
Helen said: “We were in-

spired to do the walk after a
close friend lost her twin 
sister to ovarian cancer in
2019.

“We trained for four
months, following the training

plan, walking every Wednes-
day night and several 
Saturdays.

“The actual walk, despite
being five miles longer than
our longest training walk,
was less demanding than
doing the six hills’ training
walk we did around
Langholm - Warbla, Meikle-
holm, Timpen, Castle Hill,

Potholm Hill and Whita.
The link to the fundraiser is
at
https://mightymiles.macmil-
lan.org.uk/fundraising/
Helen-Cottrill1971
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Cyclists hit
by vehicle
POLICE Scotland is appealing
for information after two cyclists
were hit by a vehicle on the A7 at
Ewes.
At about 11.25am on Saturday,

June 19, a group of eight cyclists
were travelling south on the road
near Briery Hill.
Two of the cyclists were struck

by a silver Ford Ranger towing a
trailer.
The male cyclists, aged 44 and

53, came off their bikes and suf-
fered injuries. They were treated
at the scene.
The Ford Ranger did not stop

and officers are appealing for any-
one with any information to con-
tact them.
It’s possible the driver did not re-

alise they struck the cyclists but of-
ficers need to speak to the driver.
Officers are appealing to mem-

bers of the public, who have not
come forward to police already
and may have seen or have dash
cam footage of the collision that
morning.
In particular, they are keen to

trace the driver of a white car
travelling north on this road.
If you have any information

about this collision, contact Police
Scotland on 101 quoting incident
1772 of Saturday, June 19.

Flight challenge team
flies in to view reserve
Conservation group, led by “human swan” lands in Langholm
THE team behind the first
circumnavigation attempt of
mainland Britain with an elec-
tric paramotor visited
Langholm’s Tarras Valley 
Nature Reserve on Tuesday.
Sadly, star of the show “human

swan” Sacha Dench was unable
to be in Langholm, having had
a crash near Ayr on Monday.
The Round Britain Climate

Challenge is an adventurous
expedition created by Sacha,
UN Ambassador for the Con-
vention on Migratory Species
and chief executive officer and
founder of Conservation With-
out Borders, to draw attention
to climate issues at home.
This groundbreaking 3,000

mile expedition is travelling anti-
clockwise around Britain, ending
in Glasgow in September.
It is designed to inspire and

excite the nation to get involved
in tackling the climate crisis in
the run-up to COP26.
Sacha, known as the Human

Swan for her global expeditions

with migratory species, turned
her focus to climate change for
this expedition after losing her
family home in the Australian
bushfires.
She is landing frequently so

she can meet and talk to people
involved in addressing the 
effects of climate change in
their areas.
A compilation of these stories

will be presented at COP26 in
Glasgow in November.
She was particularly interested

in the Langholm Moor 
community buy-out, led by the
Langholm Initiative.
But the accident meant the

paramotor had to be repaired,
preventing her from joining her
crew, who camped at Milntown
on Monday night.
The film crew met Margaret

Pool, who chairs the Langholm
Initiative, and Kevin Cumming,
who orchestrated the buy-out.
Margaret told them the history

of the moor, its connections
with the Common Riding and

about the hen harriers.
They toured the 5,200 acres

of the new reserve, bought from
Buccleuch earlier this year.
Sacha’s other objective is to

set a new Guinness world
records title for the fastest, and
first, flight around Britain in a

paramotor. It will also be a first
for an electric paramotor.
A second Guinness world

records title attempt aims to
inspire at least 140,001 people
to take personal climate action
between June 18 and July 17
as part of the global campaign

Count Us In https://www.count-
us-in.org/
On achieving this, every 

participant will get a badge
recognising their contribution
to setting a world record.

Imagination
Sacha said: “I want to capture

the imaginations of the young
and old, rural and urban, and
focus on answers to the climate
crisis, not problems, and 
encourage everyone, to get 
involved.
“Just one person pledging to

take an action through Count
Us In will help us get that 
second world record, too.
“As well as investigating how

climate change is affecting 
different regions of the country,
we’re showing in a visually
stunning and exciting way what
is happening to help cut carbon
and preserve and restore our
environment.
“We’ll be finding the likely

and unlikely heroes.”
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£2,200 raised by Langholm’s
intrepid marathon walkers

Margaret Pool, chairperson of the Langholm Initiative, tells the Conserva-
tion Without Borders film crew about the hen harriers

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

IN BRIEF

Sandilands - Unit 2 Sandilands, Longtown,
Carlisle, Cumbria, CA6 5LY - 01228 792497
Market Street - 1/2 Market Street, Carlisle,

Cumbria, CA3 8QJ - 01228 739926

BIKESEVEN  EVERY TIME ORIGINAL, ALWAYS GREAT VALUE

ready for my
TOUR 
de FORCE

www.bikeseven.co.uk



THE plan for the
channel through the
park, as depicted in the
'artist's impression',
would quite simply
destroy half of it
“Town’s flood scheme
ready for public airing”
(E&L Advertiser, July 1).
Every one of the trees in
the southern half of the
park would have to be cut
down to accommodate
this channel.
These trees have been
deemed by one report to
be 'of no environmental
value'.
These are beautiful,
mature trees, oaks and
beeches and limes, which
host a whole flora of
lichens, mosses and ferns,
and support a wide
variety of bird and insect
life.
Of course they are of
environmental value and
should be respected and
preserved as such.
Instead of gouging out
this new channel, the
existing waterways  must
be kept clear.
The shingle cannot be
allowed to pile up year on
year as it is doing
currently since Langholm
lost any say over its own
affairs and is forbidden

from using the services of
local building firms to
deal with the matter, as
used to happen in the
past.
It certainly did not cost,
if it cost anything at all,
the £400,000 now quoted
for the job in the flood
scheme assessments.
Already, the Ewes at the
Kilngreen is half blocked
and its confluence with
the Esk is almost closed.
One arch of the town
bridge is nearly blocked,
one of the two church
bridge arches is
completely blocked and
the Wauchope behind is
narrowing, while
between the town and
suspension bridges the
river has been reduced to
half its channel.

Erosion
Erosion upriver in all
the catchment areas
seems to be increasing,
bringing more stones and
silt down with every
flood.
Climate change and
greater rainfall, forestry,
windfarms, even paving
over gardens and green
spaces all contribute to
this erosion and the
heavier flow of water - all

human activities or
resulting from human
activities.
Concrete barriers along
all the riverbanks in
Langholm are proposed,
which will, no doubt,
necessitate removing
much of the protective
vegetation, including
trees, once again, on
these banks to facilitate
the work.
Interference
There is nothing
'natural' in all these
activities which are
changing the course of
the river. It is all
interference on a grand
scale.
Yet, in the one matter of
dredging, it has been
decreed the river must
follow its 'natural' course
and not be interfered
with.
When will those who
presume to have authority
over us see sense and
allow sanity - and
dredging! - to prevail?

Margaret Walty
George Street
Langholm

www.eladvertiser.co.ukEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser4  Thursday July 8, 2021

Letters to the editor Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or

email your comments to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk

Buccleuch Park has an abundance of beautiful, mature trees

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

Further flood-plan
frustrations aired

Struggle
for 20mph
continues
I WONDER how many
people are aware that
Transport Scotland,
administrators of the
High Street, are trying
to cancel the agreed
plans for the town’s
wide-area 20mph zone
which was approved by
the June 2016
consultation.
Transport Scotland also
has new plans for High
Street parking restrictions
which are detrimental to
townspeople and will
reduce the attractiveness
of our town to visitors and
tourists.
The engineers couldn’t
care less about the fact
our historic High Street is
central to our prime
Conservation Area and
important to our heritage,
particularly in this 400th

anniversary of the burgh
of barony charter.
The plans are pinned to
a semi-clandestine
noticeboard.
Integration

It should be remembered
that the June 2016 joint
consultation arrived at a
sensible integration of the
side streets with the A7
trunk road.
It meant, effectively, the
whole of the Old Town,
including the High Street,
would become a 20mph
zone and likely be further
extended to include the
New Town.
The plan was very well
received and approved. It
needed only fine-tuning
for implementation. This
should be central to our
regeneration and well-
being.
The High Street parking
restrictions I have seen
are claimed to be about
improving road safety.
In fact, it will mean an
increase in road danger
because vehicles,
including 40-tonne

trucks, will be able to
travel in both directions
straight through the town
at 30mph without the
“impediment” of parked
cars.
These new plans have
been almost surreptitiously
pinned to a noticeboard,
presumably to prevent the

raising of public
objections.
Previously, 115 residents
objected and wrote to
Transport Scotland thus:
"Removal of car
parking in Langholm
High Street without
reducing the speed limit
to 20mph will increase

the speed of traffic and
make the street more
stressful and dangerous
for everyone, including
drivers and passengers as
well as the more
vulnerable road users, the
pedestrians, cyclists,
mothers with prams, older
children going to school,
the elderly and mobility
impaired.
20mph vital

“Therefore, we believe
a 20mph speed limit is
vital for the High Street.
This will enable
everyone to share the
street safely and fairly,
regardless of whether
parking is retained.
It will provide a quieter,
healthier environment for
residents, traders and
shoppers, making the
High Street a more
pleasant place and
improve the quality of life
for all the town's
inhabitants."
Eight prominent High
Street residents also
objected, three of them
High Street hoteliers.

They objected along
similar lines saying: “Let's
back 20mph whether
vehicles are parked.
“We would agree with
proposals to restrict
parking in the High Street
if this would make the
street safer.
“However, removing the
parked cars could make
the street more dangerous.
“It is entirely foreseeable
that removing the parked
cars will allow 40-tonne
trucks to barrel through
the town at speeds up to
30mph.
“Of course, 30mph for
cars and lorries is a
dangerous inappropriate
speed in this street.
“Perhaps we should be
grateful that sometimes
drivers currently have to
slow down a bit to
negotiate parked cars.
“Therefore, if parked
cars are to be cleared from
the street, it will be
eminently sensible to
introduce a 20mph limit.”
I wrote this after reading
in the recent Langholm
Alliance Update.

I’m sure the alliance
chairman, ex-councillor
Denis Male, remembers
how he was quoted in the
E&L some years ago,
proclaiming that, without
the High Street parked
cars, lorries could go
“bombing straight through
the town”.
Denis must also
remember that in 2012,
when the 20’s Plenty For
Us campaign was in
progress and received 650
signatures, he insisted on
conducting his own
“survey” to deal with only
the side streets, namely,
excluding the High Street.
He obtained more than
400 signatures, achieving
a laudable 71 per cent
majority in favour of
20mph speed limits.
The struggle continues
whatever engineers,
politicians, or councillors
might say.

Bill Telfer
Caroline Street

Langholm

The meeting of the waters in Langholm sees more silt washed down with every flood

20s Plenty

Where
People Live
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Developer waits for
consent for 35 homes

Shooting
range plan
A proposal of application notice
has been submitted to Dumfries
and Galloway Council relating
to a proposed rifle range in 
Eskdalemuir.
E Glendinning of Over 

Cassock wants to use part of
the agricultural land to accom-
modate the rifle range, facilities
building and limited hardstand-
ing infrastructure.
Mr Glendinning had previ-

ously applied for the shooting
range and it was initially 
designated by the planning au-
thority as a ‘minor develop-
ment’.
But, after protests in the com-

munity, it was later deemed to
be invalid and the council re-
quired Mr Glendinning to 
resubmit the proposal as a major
development.
This requires a pre-application

public consultation.

Windmast
approval
EPOWER Ltd has conditional

approval to put up a wind mon-
itoring mast, up to 100m high,
on land west of Birny Hill,
above Winterhope reservoir.

Housing association also submits plan for footbridge over Esk
THE masterplan for the 
development of housing on
the Murtholm in Langholm
has been approved and two
planning applications
submitted.
Loreburn Housing Association

is delighted that several key
project milestones have been
achieved in its commitment to
affordable housing on the site,
just south of the town.
The masterplan has been given

the green light by Dumfries and
Galloway Council’s economy
and resource committee and 
detailed planning applications
for the first phase submitted.
This comprises 35 supported

housing units, staff base build-
ing, formation of access roads,
car parking and other hardstand-
ing and hard and soft landscap-
ing works.
The registered social landlord

has also put in its plan for a
footbridge over the River Esk,
associated engineering works
and the formation of ramps and
paths.

Once approved, Loreburn will
start work on the site.
It has been a lengthy process

to reach this stage and to enable
a fast start to the project 
Loreburn put in an enabling
works planning application
which was approved last week.

The works will include the
formation of access onto the
A7 and a temporary access route
to Murtholm Farm from 
Cemetery Road.

Construction
Loreburn expects to be on site

with this in August. This will

open access to the site ahead of
the construction works.
Loreburn is pleased to have

received funding from SP 
Energy Networks green energy
recovery fund to help network
infrastructure upgrades, to enable
a move away from mains gas

and the installation of electric
vehicle charging points.
Lorraine Usher, chief executive

officer of Loreburn, said “After
a long lead-in period, we are
delighted to see progression at
this key site.
“We thank the Langholm 

community, the council and the
Scottish government for their
support.

Real asset
“We recognised a demand in

this area and believe the type
of homes we are planning to
build, especially the extra-care
housing, will be a real asset to
the community.
“We hope to receive full plan-

ning permission in the not-too-
distant future and to start on-
site at the beginning of 2022.
“From the beginning of this

project, we have appreciated
the support of residents and will
continue to work with the people
of Langholm to successfully 
integrate the new homes into
their community.”

IN BRIEF

A PERFORMING arts student
from Langholm has earned a
scholarship after impressing
the judges.
Rosie Hogg, who attends

Langholm Academy, sang On My
Own from Les Misèrables to earn
her place on a one-term scholar-
ship with Razzamataz in Carlisle.
The judges  ''A great song choice

for this mature young performer.
“Rosie performed with lots of

power and control and showed a
clear emotional journey through-
out. A great showcase of a confi-
dent and promising young 
performer.''
Rosie wrote in her application:

''I’ve been going to Razzamataz
since I was four and I fully believe
Razz has the most supporting
and loving team possible.
“I’m so determined to learn and

improve and willing to work hard
to be able to perform to my best
standard.”
Debbie Mitchell, principal, said:

“A huge well done to Rosie. It
was a great audition.
“I’m so proud of her and how

she has come on this year. 
Vocally, she has come on leaps
and bounds and is developing
into such a mature, confident and
promising performer.”

Loreburn Housing Association has submitted plans for 35 extra-care housing units and a footbridge at Murtholm

Promising performer

Rosie Hogg of Langholm has earned a scholarship at Razzamataz in
Carlisle after impressing judges with her singing
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Development of the next three year plan for health and social care

Thank you to everyone who shared their views with us so far.  
Please continue to help shape health and adult social care 
and support in Dumfries and Galloway.

You can read the Integration Joint Board Draft Strategic Commissioning Plan
(SCP) and Easy Read version on www.dghscp.co.uk/consultation/strategic-plan/ 

You can request a paper or electronic copy of either document by
phone, email or post.

Please submit your answers to the engagement questions by any of the
following methods before the consultation closes on 15 August 2021 
(29 August 2021 for the Easy Read).

• Complete the survey on www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/IJBSCP
• or Email comments to Dg.spcp@nhs.scot
• or Post comments to

Strategic Planning and Commissioning, 
NHS Dumfries and Galloway, 
Mountainhall Treatment Centre, 
Bankend Road, Dumfries, 
DG1 4AP

• or Telephone 01387 272734

 

the 
Keep going conversation 

Survey QR code
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Roughsyke, Roadhead, Carlisle, CA6 6NL        016977 48227       www.quadbikescumbria.co.uk

GARRY PHILLIPSAgricultural & Motor Engineers
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Get your garden in shape with our
range of                        products

£3400 + vat
8ft H/D Superfloat Topper

In Stock Now!!

Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

6 Thursday July 8, 2021

C&D Auction Marts Ltd had forward 4,020
sheep comprising 1,405 spring lambs and
2,615 cast ewes and rams at  Longtown on
Thursday, July 1.
A similar show of 1,405 new season spring
lambs. All classes of prime lambs sold to a
fast trade, showing an increase of over
25ppk on the week, ensuring all vendors
left highly delighted with their day’s trad-
ing
Top per head of £159 for Texels from C
Wilson, Belzies, Lochmaben. Top price
per kilo of 350p for Texel lambs from R
Johnston, Kimmeter Green, Annan. Overall

average 262.6p (SQQ 262.8p).
Principal prices (per kilo): Texel 350p,
304p, 303p Kimmeter Green, 300p Dipton
& Belzies, 298p Stonehouse, 291p Cleugh-
brae. Suffolk 283p Staffler, 282p Fenton,
279, 278p, 277p Drumburn, 277p Braehead,
272p Beckhall. Charollais 272p, 267p Cat-
slackburn, 262p Nutholm. Oxford 252p,
248p Guards. Dorset 248p Frankstown.
Mule 247p Penpeugh.
A larger show of 2,615 ewes was forward,
still short of buyers’ requirements. A fantastic
trade throughout and all classes were
markedly dearer on the week.

Heavy ewes topped at £200 for Texels
shown by T Hill & R Wright, Mill Farm,
Doncaster and from PC & EJ Longdin,
Wellingley Grange, Doncaster.
Hill ewes topped at £119 for Cheviots
from WN Douglas, Catslackburn, Yarrow.
Swaledale ewes topped at a staggering
£110 for a pen of 11 consigned by TW &
TB Edgar, Whitton, Morebattle.
Mule ewes topped at £127 for a penful of
18 hefty ladies consigned by JA Wallace
& Sons, High Glen Triplock, Wigtownshire.
Rams to £180 for a Texel from TH & MI
Huddleston & Son, The Green, Longtown.

More ewes can be sold to vendors’ advan-
tage. Contact our auctioneers for entries or
enquiries.
Heavy ewes: Texel £200 Mill Farm &
Wellingley Grange, £199 Blackett House,
£190 Wellingley Grange, £188 Blackett
House, £183 Beckfoot, £182 High Glen
Triplock & Laurels Farm, £180 Mill Farm.
Millennium Blue £182 Nutholm. Blue
Texel £176 Nutholm, £158 Viewley. Suffolk
£160 Wellingley Grange, £154 Alder-
manseat, £148 Baryerrock & Over Howden,
£147 Laurels Farm, £146 Shaw Cottage
South. Charollais £156 Beckfoot, £149

Down By Rigg, £144 Viewley. Beltex £154
Nutholm, £146 Inamay, £142 Shaw Cottage
South & Castlehill. Zwartble £138 George-
field. North Country Cheviot £132 Over
Howden, £128 High Moat & West Millhills,
£127 High Moat, £124 Elsdonburn, £120
Over Howden. Bluefaced Leicester £130
Penpeugh, £124 Bidlake. Cheviot Mule
£129 Northfield, £128 Watch Currock,
£125, £124 Northfield. Mule £127 High
Glen Triplock, £125 Over Howden, £124
Brisco Meadow, £123 Staffler, £122 High
Glen Triplock, £121 Baryerrock, 
Light ewes: Cheviot £119 Catslackburn,

£112, £110 Yetholm Mains. Blackface £113
Whitchester & Penpeugh. Easycare £111,
£106 Blackhaugh.   
Herdwick £111 Hundith House. Swaledale
£110 Whitton. 
Rams: Texel £180 The Green, £169 Beck-
foot, £138 Desoglin. Bluefaced Leicester
£170, £148, £142 Knarr, £148 Blackett
House. Charollais £163, £161 Beckfoot.
Beltex £146 Aldermanseat. Suffolk £138
Blackhaugh.  Cheviot £136 Elsdonburn.
Blackface £129, £116 Marygate. Easycare
£122 Blackhaugh. North Country Cheviot
£120 Yetholm Mains.

Around the marts

TV chef promotes
safe wild camping

A picture paints a
thousand words

A POSTER competition to
raise children’s awareness of
the dangers on farms has been
launched.
The competition, organised

by SAC Consulting, part of
Scotland’s Rural College, for
the Farm Advisory Service will
run during the summer 
holidays.
It is divided into two cate-

gories: one for children under
seven; and one for those aged
seven to 12. There are three
prizes in each category.
Children are asked to create

a poster using paints, crayons
or other materials showing ex-
amples of farm safety.
Kevin MacKinnon, agricul-

tural technician, who is organ-
ising the competition, said: “The
objective is to try to make chil-
dren aware of the dangers on

farms but doing it in a fun way
which allows them to be creative
and really think about the is-
sues.”
At the start of the COVID-19

lockdown SAC Consulting and
360 imagery company Exhibit
Scotland created educational
materials for FAS to raise aware-
ness of the key dangers on
farms during the lockdown.
These included interactive

videos and colouring sheets
about farm safety for parents
to use with their children.
The poster competition is open

now and runs until August 20.
Entries, including the name,

address, phone number and age
of entrant on the back of the
poster, should be sent to SAC
Consulting at SAC Portree, Unit
3, 6 Leasgeary Place, Portree,
IV51 9BE.

A PARTNERSHIP has been
set up to tackle the growing
abuse of the countryside by
wild campers.
NFU Scotland has partnered

leading outdoor equipment and
clothing retailer Tiso and Scot-
tish chef, BBC presenter and
Tiso Ambassador Nick Nairn.
They are highlighting the issue

of abuse of scenic spots, farm-
lands and outdoor spaces by

uneducated wild campers who
have descended on Scotland
during lockdown.
Many people are choosing

staycations this summer so the
message has never been so im-
portant.
To help spread this message ,

Tiso and Nick Nairn have pro-
duced a 2.45-minute video
www.youtube.com/watch?v=QE
WD1h4ahcc to remind people

how to camp responsibly and
to refer to the Scottish Outdoor
Access Code if in any doubt.
Martin Kennedy, NFUS pres-

ident, said: “The countryside is
a beautiful working environment
where many people want to go
and enjoy themselves.

Disturbing
“When wild camping, people

want to do the right thing in
not distressing farm animals,
damaging crops, dropping litter,
and disturbing wildlife.
“This video encourages all

wild campers, whether a new-
comer or experienced, to have
an enjoyable, safe and respon-
sible time, while respecting
those living and working in the
country.”
Tiso chief executive officer,

Chris Tiso, said: “Three gener-
ations of our family have en-
joyed wild camping.
“Tiso is committed to pro-

moting responsible practice and
access in the outdoors.
“We’re fortunate to have some

of the most beautiful natural
resources in the British Isles
and we all have a personal re-

sponsibility to treat the outdoors
with the respect it deserves.
“Avoiding fires, not leaving

behind litter and burying human
waste seems obvious but the
recent impact on some of the
most popular areas in particular
highlights the continued need
for education and better under-
standing of good practice.
“The Scottish landscape and

environment is unique but fragile
so it’s essential we work together
to protect it for the enjoyment
of everyone now and for future
generations.”
Nick Nairn added: “I have en-

joyed the solitude of wild camp-
ing for 20 years.
“I’m becoming increasingly

concerned and, indeed, have
seen first-hand where I live the
behaviours of campers leaving
buckets of dirty nappies, playing
loud music and littering.
“It is totally disrespectful to

the people who live and work
in the countryside.
“I’m shocked over the extent

of this issue in Scotland and
we need to tackle it head on
which is why we have made
this video.”

Nick Nairn, Tiso Ambassador has made a video promoting responsible
wild camping in Scotland

Farm safety during the school holidays is the focus of a painting compe-
tition for young children this summer



A LANGHOLM woman and
her family have made a 
donation of £850 to thank
staff at Dumfries and 
Galloway Royal Infirmary
who cared for her husband.
Eileen Roddick met staff who

had looked after Neil, who died
in the spring, since 2014.
She met them at a photo call

for a bumper cheque handover
outside the hospital.
The money was raised through

Just Giving online, set up after
the family saw that personal
donations were being made by
extended family and friends to
a memory fund highlighted in
his obituary.
Sandra Roddick, speaking for

her mum, and the rest of her
family, said: “My dad Neil was
diagnosed with chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease
(COPD) in 2014 and attended
Ward B2 at the infirmary 
regularly.
“He also attended a commu-

nity rehabilitation / physiother-
apy course for respiratory 
patients run by the hospital.
“Once stabilised in B2, mobile

respiratory equipment made it
possible for him to be 
discharged and return home.
“This was very important for

my dad to be home and be
with family and friends. 
“It was his wish to buy equip-

ment to support patients with
their breathing while at home.
“That was his way of thanking

all the ward and support staff
for the lifesaving work and
friendship they gave to him, to
help the staff in some way to
enable others with respiratory
conditions be at home.”
Fiona Richardson, senior

charge nurse in Ward B2, said:
“The ward team and support
staff in community rehabilita-
tion and physiotherapy are de-
lighted to accept this generous
and thoughtful donation from
Mrs Roddick and her family.
“This money will go towards

our staff helping other patients
to be at home with their families
and friends, just as Mr Roddick
had hoped for and is something
which is so important to our
staff in the care of their  
patients.”

Family donation given to
ward in memory of Neil

At the cheque presentation are back, left to right, Kayrine Smith, respiratory nurse, Dr Kate Boyle, Eileen Roddick, Fiona
Richardson, Natalie McGowan, physiotherapy assistant. Front: Caroline Lockhart, left, and Sandra Roddick, Eileen’s daughters

Hospital team delighted to receive generous gift from Langholm 

Wildlife 
records
THE South West Scotland 
Environmental Information
Centre wants more records of
species from Eskdale.
It's now half-way through the

year and there have already
been more than 10,000 records
submitted via iRecord in the
centre’s area.
Recording is, unsurprisingly,

concentrated on population cen-
tres in Dumfries and Galloway.
The centre would welcome

more records, even of common
species, from rural and upland
areas, particularly in eastern
parts of Dumfriesshire.
While a few keen iRecord

users account for a significant
proportion of the records, it is
notable that more than 300
recorders have submitted
records so far, either through
the iRecord website, the iRecord
smartphone app or through other
associated apps and surveys
which use iRecord's data frame-
work such as the national plant
monitoring scheme and butterfly
transect recording.
Do feel free give it a try if

you haven't done so already.
By registering on iRecord

you can enter, store and share
your own records and see maps
and live details of what other
users have been recording in
the UK.
For more information go to

https://swseic.org.uk
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Join our team
We’re on a quest to find the best!

We are looking for experienced and trainee bus 
drivers to join our growing team. Contact us today to 
find out more about our current vacancies or take the 
first step towards a new and exciting career path!
info@bordersbuses.co.uk - 01896 754 350 - bordersbusescareers.co.uk

       



WILSON Pets has opened its
doors in Langholm High Street
selling a large variety of pet
food and supplements to 
accessories from small pets to
horses
Elizabeth Wilson, who hails
from the Central Belt saw a gap
in the market when she moved
here with her husband who
works for Buccleuch Estates.
Having researched animal 
suppliers in the area and dis-
covered the nearest was a 20-
mile round trip away, she de-
cided to offer something for
Langholm animal lovers.
After studying at Oatridge
Agricultural College and having
been involved with farming and
animals all her life, Elizabeth
worked in France with show
and endurance horses.
By opening the shop, she hopes
to encourage shoppers in
Langholm and surrounding area
to shop locally by offering the
popular brands at competitive
prices. 
“It was really lovely to see
people come in and it was busy
all day with locals and visitors,”
said Elizabeth.
“Customers were so happy to

see another space filled in the
High Street and were full of
encouragement. Popular buys
were dog food and accessories,
horsey stuff and chicken feed.”

Brands 
Elizabeth has plans to expand
and carry a range of country
clothing and accessories with

confirmed supplier Hoggs of
Fife and is in discussion with
other manufacturers. 
They plan to deliver locally
for free and outwith the area
for a small fee.
Contact Elizabeth to discuss

all your needs on 
013873 20662 or email

wilsonpets@outlook.com 
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Mark Sindall, coach, shows the children how to correctly hold the racquetMolly and Ava Bell of Langholm choose their horse feed from Wilson’s

Shop Local for your pets Canonbie coaching
Wilson Pets opens new shop in Langholm High Street

Cancelled
operations
are rising
AN MSP has raised concerns
over the impact on NHS 
services from the recent rise
in COVID-19 cases.
Colin Smyth, South Scotland
MSP, made his comments after
NHS Dumfries & Galloway
announced it had been forced
to cancel some planned 
operations.
An NHS spokesperson said:
“We are beginning to see low
numbers of admissions of 
patients with COVID-19 which
causes some delay to usual 
patient flow because of 
additional infection control
needs.
“Unfortunately, the very high
levels of hospital occupancy
have necessitated cancelling
some non-urgent surgery over
the past few weeks.”
The statement comes after
the number of cases rose from
64 in the seven days to June
18 to 199 in the seven days to
July 2.
In terms of people in hospital,
numbers rose to six on June
22. The figure remained at five
from June 27 to 29 and is now
again at fewer than five.
Mr Smyth said: “I know this
decision won’t have been made
lightly but it simply doesn’t
have the room needed to 
manage the increase in COVID-
19 cases, while continuing
planned surgery at the level it
has done in recent weeks.
“The consequence of 
cancelling these operations is
that waiting times, which had
already risen because of the 
focus on COVID-19, will 
continue to rise.
“You can’t dismiss this as
non-urgent treatment being 
cancelled. The NHS doesn't
carry out surgery which isn’t
needed. 
“Many people will be in pain
waiting for their operations
which may already have been
delayed a long-time.
“Having been given a date,
sometimes after many months,
it will be a real blow to have
that taken away.
“The Scottish government re-
ally does need to urgently look
at ways to fund a sustainable
increase in capacity.
“We are going to have to live
with the virus for a long time
and we can’t have the NHS
being forced to choose between
tackling the virus and treating
other conditions.
“We know this doesn’t only
affect operations but also other
services such as cancer screen-
ing which has been scaled back.
“I fear we’re creating a real
ticking time bomb when it
comes to other health conditions
because NHS staff are so
stretched.”

IN BRIEF

NEW SHOP OPEN NOW!

42-44 High Street, Langholm

Selling a wide range of food and accessories from
smaller pets to horses. Local delivery available.
Opening hours:
Monday and Tuesday 9am to 5pm, •
Wednesday 9am to 1pm, Thursday 10.30am to 7pm, •
Saturday 9am to 4pm and Sunday 10am to 2pm•

Contact Elizabeth on 013873 20662 or 07592 367898
or email wilsonpets@outlook.com

WWIILLSSOONN PPEETTSS

Opening hours are: 
Monday and Tuesday 9am to 5pm, 
Wednesday 9am to 1pm ● Thursday 10.30am to 7pm,
Saturday 9am to 4pm ● Sunday 10am to 2pm. 
Plans are to deliver locally for free and outwith the area
for a small fee. Contact Elizabeth to discuss all your 
requirments on 013873 20662 or email 
wilsonpets@outlook.com 

Molly and Ava Bell of Langholm choose their horse feed from Wilson’s

Pamper your pooches at Wilson’s Pets

Pick up a racquet and head to Canonbie Tennis Club

Celebrate
‘making’
A FREE online talk with artists
Deirdre Nelson and Emma Dove
will be held this evening on
Zoom.
Deirdre and Emma will discuss
their project Langholm Made
from 6.30pm to 7.30pm.
Langholm Made is running
from March to July as part of
Making Connections, a creative
project led by Upland with Out-
Post Arts and the Langholm
Initiative.
Langholm Made seeks to ex-
plore and celebrate ‘making’,
past and present, in Langholm,
which has a rich textile history
and is vibrant in contemporary
and domestic craft and 
making.
As the project draws to a close,
Deirdre and Emma will discuss
the work which has been 
produced and how this fits into
each of their own wider, ongoing
practices.
They will reflect on the process
of the project and the experiences
and challenges faced in trying
to connect with a community
and its heritage remotely.
To book and for more 
information go to the Upland
website www.weareupland.com

____________________

Tradition
on show
FELT Not Telt, an exhibition
exploring the centuries-old tra-
dition of Langholm Common
Riding, is on show in the town
this weekend.
The exhibition is by Upland’s
current Emerge award recipient
Sian Yeshe of Langholm.
The exhibition is in the kiosk
by the Kilngreen this Saturday
and Sunday from 10.30am to
5pm.
Booking is not essential but a
limited number of people can
enter the exhibition at any one
time so visitors may have to
wait.
Sian explores people-based
narratives through a practice
founded in documentary film
and installation.
Sian uses visual and audio
narratives to communicate issues
faced in often-underrepresented
communities, particularly in a
rural context.
Emerge is a six-month pro-
gramme of mentoring with a
bursary of £1,000 for early 
career artists and makers with
a connection to Dumfries and
Galloway. 

IN BRIEF

The children practise their racquet skills

The over 10s group says thank you to Mark for a great session on the tennis courts

Mark Sindall, coach, starts his coaching session with some basic tips

Keep your eyes on the ball

AS THE world’s best tennis players
battled for supremacy on the courts in
SW19, groups of children in Canonbie
took their first steps with racquet and
ball.

Canonbie Tennis Club organised the
coaching sessions on the village courts,
with Mark Sindall in charge, aided by his
daughter, Jade.

The children were split into under 10s
and over 10s and each group enjoyed
learning skills as well as having fun.

Mark said: “It was a great morning and
good to see so many players.

“We’re looking forward to starting regular
junior coaching sessions from this 
Sunday.”
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Things have settled
down after a late spring

School
uniforms
PARENTS of school-age 
children are being asked whether
they have any spare school 
uniforms and stationery which
they no longer need and could
be used by others.
Dumfries and Galloway 
Council is looking for donations
of all school uniforms, black
skirts and trousers which can
be worn by both primary and
secondary school pupils.
In this area parents can donate
at Newstart Recycle, Annan.
Parents, who need school 
uniforms or stationery, can also
pick them up here.
Online requests for items can
be completed at https://support-
dg.dumgal.gov.uk/FreeSchool-
Uniform
Deliveries will be made to
home addresses during the 
summer holidays for all areas
of Dumfries and Galloway.
For more details, contact
Wendy Jesson on 01776 888317
or email Wendy.Jesson@dum-
gal.gov.uk

____________________

Staycation
appeal
WITH the school summer hol-
idays now in full swing, a 
VisitScotland campaign is urging
people in Dumfries and 
Galloway to support their own
tourism industry by enjoying a
day out here.
The initiative, which is 
primarily for Scots, highlights
new places to explore and show-
cases the many acclaimed 
attractions and locations which
bring visitors from all over the
world to these shores.
Using a combination of paid
media and digital activity, 
including online videos and so-
cial media, the Now is Your
Time campaign, which is live
all summer, will cover five
themes.
It starts with a focus on days
out before moving to short stays,
city breaks, family gatherings
and escape and connect experi-
ences to benefit physical and
mental well-being. 
It is hoped the campaign will
encourage people in the UK to
discover everything Scotland
has to offer, supporting the 
recovery of tourism in a safe
and responsible way. 
Tourism is worth £11.5 billion
to the Scottish economy, 
supporting one in 12 jobs.
It was devastated by the
COVID-19 pandemic, subse-
quent lockdown and travel 
restrictions.

THE late spring meant 
everything came into growth
in a mad rush at the end of
May but things have finally
settled down into something
like the normal pattern, albeit
a little later than usual.
Finally, there seems to be the
chance to take a deep breath
and enjoy the richness of the
garden in summer and there is
nothing more opulent than a
peony in full bloom.
Many of the peonies we now
grow in our gardens are derived
from the fragrant Chinese peony
(P. lactiflora) and the European
common peony (P. officinalis).
P. lactiflora, in particular, has
provided hundreds of cultivated
varieties, including the Japanese
types, with one or two rows of
petals surrounding a cluster of
partially-formed petals in the
centre such as Bowl of 
Beauty.
These plants have a reputation
for being tricky but they are
really easy to grow. They like
a fertile, moist, but not water-
logged, soil in full sun.
Herbaceous peonies tend to
prefer neutral or alkaline soil,
while tree peonies prefer a
slightly acidic soil but they all
thrive here on our slightly acidic
clay soil.
Don’t plant them too deeply
and don’t overwater young
plants; you can literally kill
them with kindness.
If you get it right and give
the plants what they want, you
will be rewarded with a show
of the most sumptuous blooms
and the display will improve
year after year.
Many of the varieties have

very heavy flowers so it is best
to use peony supports; you can
buy metal frames which hold
up flowers or weave your own
plant supports using twiggy
sticks.
Some cultivars have lighter,
single flowers which don’t need
support.
‘Krinkled White’
My favourite this year is P.
Krinkled White which has pure
white single flowers with rich
golden centres. It’s very under-
stated by peony standards and
is utterly beautiful.
If you prefer something which
makes more of a statement, P.
lactiflora Doreen is maybe the
peony for you.
The rich, rose-pink petals 
surround a glimmering golden
centre and the perfume is 
amazing.
Delphiniums are another plant
which are the epitome of the
summer garden but something
I’ve always struggled to grow
until now.
I always used to admire the
impressive displays of six-foot
tall flowering stems of absolute
perfection at flower shows but
my results at home always ended
in failure, mainly because of
the slugs which devoured my
young Delphinium plants so I
gave up trying because so many
losses were disheartening.
Last year, however, I was
given a wonderful plant of 
Delphinium grandiflorum
(Siberian Larkspur).
It’s much smaller than the 
giants I tried to grow in the
past, reaching only 25cm high
but it has the most wonderfully

intense, blue flowers and when
the plants are in full flower,
they look like a shimmering
cloud of butterflies.
This plant comes true from
seed so I made sure I saved
seed from the plant I was given,
sowed it and have been rewarded
with lots of plants which have
somehow escaped the attention
of the slugs and are flowering
happily on the rockery where I
am hoping they will naturalise.
Elsewhere in the garden the
first of the currants are beginning
to ripen and the resident black-
birds will soon strip the bushes
if they aren’t netted.
Ours are now grown in a fruit
cage. I found this much easier
than trying to make a bird-proof
cover from netting and canes.

Short work
There was always a gap some-
where which the birds would
find and they would make short
work of the fruit.
The warm weather has meant
the plants in the veg tunnel have
grown on really well, despite
the late start to the season, and
we’re beginning to enjoy the
first of the home-grown crops.
As soon as a space is cleared,
I’m still sowing beetroot, carrots,
peas, mangetout and salad leaves
to keep the supply of veg 
going.
These will crop a bit later but
will still do well.
The weeds are growing well,
too, and removing them is a
seemingly never-ending task at
this time of year but don’t forget
to make time and enjoy the
richness of the summer  
garden.

Take a deep breath and enjoy the garden with Helen Knowles

Paeonia lactiflora 'Bowl of Beauty' =

IN BRIEF

Paeonia lactiflora 'Doreen'

Delphinium grandiflorum

Paeonia ‘Krinkled White’
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Rail and digital links
at the heart of deal

Be a good
tourist
EMMA Harper, South Scotland
SNP MSP, has raised a motion
to the Scottish parliament to
welcome the government’s
£5.8m for improvements to
tourism hotspots in Scotland,
particularly in Dumfries and
Galloway.
The funding, from the Scottish
tourism emergency response
group, will be used to improve
tourism infrastructure such as
car, coach and campervan 
accessible spaces, toilet provi-
sion, chemical waste disposal
points, electric vehicle charging
points, bins and signage to 
promote responsible behaviour
to people visiting the region.
Ms Harper says this important
funding will be vital in Dumfries
and Galloway to help address
some of the issues experienced
when the COVID-19 lockdown
was eased in 2020, such as fly
or dirty camping, fly-tipping
and littering.
She said: “We have so much
to offer to visitors and, of course,
we want people to enjoy our
bonnie region so it’s great we’re
improving visitor resources and
infrastructure.
“During the restrictions in
2020 we saw a considerable in-
crease in fly-tipping, littering
and irresponsible behaviour.
“Given the commitment to
improve facilities, I want to en-
courage all visitors to be 
responsible when they come.”

____________________

Summer
craft pack
SUMMER craft packs are avail-
able for free while stocks last
at Langholm public library now.
All the craft materials they’ll
need are inside the bag, along
with colouring sheets and 
activity sheets, everything to
keep young readers amused this
summer 
Click on the link and they
can find out the opening times
of the library and go along and
collect their bag.
https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/lia
The How To videos for each
of the crafts is posted on 
Facebook @DumfriesandGal-
lowayLibraries, Twitter @Dum-
galLibraries and You Tube Dum-
fries and Galloway Libraries
Bookbug Sessions.
Parents and carers can send
photos of the crafts or colouring
sheets which have been com-
pleted at home so they can be
shared on the Facebook page.
Photos can be sent by Face-
book Messenger or email
your.library@dumgal.gov.uk

UK government minister says there are exciting times ahead
RAIL and digital connectivity
was at the heart of a ministe-
rial meeting with the Border-
lands Inclusive Growth Deal
local authorities.
Iain Stewart, UK government
minister for growth deals in
Scotland, visited Carlisle to meet
representatives from the five
councils.
The deal’s membership 
comprises Dumfries and Gal-
loway Council, Scottish Borders
Council, Carlisle City Council,
Cumbria County Council and 
Northumberland County 
Council.
The £452m deal is helping to
deliver growth and improved
connectivity to the whole 
cross-border area.
The regional investment 
programme is jointly supported
by the UK and Scottish gov-
ernments and regional partners. 
Among those meeting Mr
Stewart was Councillor Mark
Rowley of Scottish Borders
Council.
At Carlisle he was shown
around the railway station before
hearing about progress with the
deal which was signed in March.

Connections
The ambitious £20m plan will
redevelop the station and the
surrounding area to act as a
gateway to the region and a key
transport hub with connections
around the Borderlands.
Physical and digital connec-
tivity are central to the deal,
providing more opportunities
for employment, to start a 
business or visit the area

This includes the feasibility
work being done on the Borders
Railway extension to Carlisle,
complementing the investment
in improving digital access.
Mr Stewart said: “The 
Scottish-English Borderlands is
home to many vibrant commu-
nities and innovative businesses
with huge potential.
“The deal, including the UK
government investment of
£265m, will help to unlock this
so the region can build back
better from the pandemic.
"The deal is a major boost to
connectivity for southern Scot-
land and northern England and
will bring significant benefits.

“I was very interested to see
the railway station and hear
about plans to transform it into
a major travel hub connecting
the entire UK to the area.
"Along with the proposed 
extension of the Borders Rail-
way from Tweedbank to Carlisle
and the UK government’s Union
Connectivity Review to 
revitalise rail, road, sea and air
links between all parts of the
UK, these are exciting times."

Excellent
Councillor Mark Rowley, 
executive member for economic
regeneration and finance, said:
“The minister’s visit was an 

excellent opportunity for the
partnership to once again high-
light the importance of the deal
for the region.
“The joined-up approach being
taken to transport and digital
connectivity, including, of
course, the extension of the 
Borders Railway to Carlisle,
was discussed at length.
“All partners recognise the
importance of these issues in
improving the whole Border-
lands for its residents and 
business and driving growth.”
Work to assess the benefits
and challenges of extending the
Edinburgh to Tweedbank 
Borders Railway to Carlisle will

be progressed as part of the
deal, including its feasibility at
the appropriate stage of business
case development.
These projects are part of the
£112.2m which will be invested
in the enabling infrastructure
programme of work, improving
access to the region and 
connectivity within and outside
the Borderlands.
The Digital Borderlands 
project will address the gaps in
digital and mobile infrastructure
in the Borderlands, catching up
with other areas and putting in
place the foundations for next
generation connectivity.

Competitive
This work will ensure the 
Borderlands is a connected
place, contributing to its position
as an attractive and competitive
place in which to live and work
and to visit.
The Deal will deliver on four
interconnected themes: improv-
ing places; enabling infrastruc-
ture; encouraging green growth;
and supporting innovation, busi-
ness and skills.
Each theme has an agreed set
of projects which will help 
deliver a step change for businesses
and communities by increasing
productivity, growing the working
age population and delivering a
more inclusive economy. 
The Union Connectivity 
Review has identified more pos-
sible projects and is investing
£20m to explore these, including
upgrading the A75 between
Gretna, Dumfries and Stranraer
and ways to enhance the West
Coast Mainline with faster trains.

IN BRIEF

Iain Stewart, back left, meets representatives from the five Borderlands’ councils to discuss rail and digital links
between their areas and the rest of the UK
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SOUTH Scotland MSP 
Colin Smyth has taken on
the role of Idiopathic 
Pulmonary Fibrosis (IPF)
parliamentary champion for
charity Asthma UK and
British Lung Foundation
Scotland.
He was IPF champion in

the previous Scottish parlia-
mentary term and is delighted
to continue the role to help
raise awareness of lung
health.
IPF is a lung disease which

results in scarring (fibrosis)
of the lungs for an unknown
reason.
Over time, the scarring gets

worse so it becomes hard to
take in a deep breath and
the lungs cannot take in
enough oxygen.
Colin’s father died in 2013

from heart failure and IPF.
He said: “It’s a condition I’d

never heard of until my own
dad was diagnosed with IPF.
It sadly contributed to his
death just a few months after
that diagnosis.
“Eight years on, there’s still

a lack of awareness, research
and treatment and we need
to change that.
“I intend to do all I can to

raise awareness of IPF both
in and out of the parliament.”

Joseph Carter, head of 
Asthma UK and British Lung
Foundation Scotland, said:
“IPF is, sadly, a progressive
lung condition without a cure.
“It affects thousands of 

families in Scotland so it’s
vital we do everything we
can to raise awareness and
campaign for more research
into treatments.
“That’s why we’re delighted

to have our lung champion
for IPF, Colin Smyth MSP, to
help us make sure that 
people with IPF’s voices are
heard both in parliament and
around Scotland.

——————————Colin Smyth champions Asthma UK and British Lung Foundation Scotland

A champion’s role



Dancing display
One of the attractions at the
games in the afternoon was a
dancing display and at the age
of four and a half I made my
debut on a Langholm stage
(actually, a platform on the
Castleholm) when I danced at
the Common Riding in Cissy
Jeffrey’s first troupe of
dancers. 
Cissy (now Mrs Roy) was only
16 herself when she started to
teach dancing. I 
understand it was my elder 
sister Mary who was sent for
dancing lessons but I insisted on
tagging along and ended up in
the class as well.

Cissy lived in what was 
formerly Buccleuch Hotel (The
Cleuch) and the dancing classes
were held in the hall to which
access was gained by an outside
stair. The stair is no longer there
and the property, which is 
adjacent to Buccleuch Garage,
has been converted into two
dwelling houses. Bella Ewart,
an accomplished pianist, spent
many a tedious hour endured
with endless patience as she
played at the dance practices.
The first dances we were

taught were the Highland Fling,
the Sword Dance, Irish Jig and
Sailor’s Hornpipe and later
other novelty dances were intro-
duced such as a fairy dance and
a Chinese dance. My mother
made the costumes for my sister
and I.
There was a tent provided for

the dancers to change in and the
highlight of the day was when
the Cornet treated us all to a
Pelosi’s ice cream.
At first all the dancers were

girls but eventually a few boys

did join the troupe. I remember
when Robert Irving, the station-
master’s son, and Douglas 
Irving (no relation), the guard’s
son, were too embarrassed to
march with all the lassies from
the Market Place behind the
Pipe Band and made their own
way furtively to the Castleholm.
On a Summer Fair night a few

years ago I renewed the 
acquaintance of that same
Robert Irving who now lives in
New Zealand. He and his broth-
ers, Andrew (who was in my
class at the school) and Ian from
Strathaven had decided to return
to their boyhood haunts in the
Muckle Toon and what a grand

Common Riding they had.
We once gave a dancing 

display at the Holm Show. By
that time my lifelong friend
Vera Pelosi had joined the
troupe and our mothers had
come along to help keep us in
order. We travelled by train and
as it drew up at the platform of
our destination and everyone
was preparing to alight, Mrs
Pelosi said, in all innocence, this
isn’t the right station – it’s New-
castleton – I thought we were
going to Copshaw! Mrs Pelosi
was a Londoner who came to
live in Langholm when she 
married Alf Pelosi and it wasn’t
surprising that she had never
heard of Newcastleton, for 
everybody called it Copshaw.

Public Meetings
From an early age I went to

the Common Riding meetings
with my mother and while I did-
n’t fully understand all that was
taking place, it was exciting. I
realised that the Common 
Riding was a serious business

and there was much more to it
than just electing the Cornet and
enjoying the celebrations. 
Nevertheless the public meet-
ings had their funny side too.
Year after year, big John

(Paul) Scott would rise to his
feet shouting “What aboot the
brig?” There was no need to
clarify what he was referring to
because he had repeatedly and
forcibly proposed that a foot-
bridge be erected across the
Ewes from the Kilngreen to ac-
commodate the crowds on the
Common Riding Day.

Footbridge 
across Ewes

Before the Shows occupied
the Kilngreen at the Common
Riding, as is customary today,
several tents were erected for
the sale of liquor and that is
where the expression “meet ee
in the fer en’ tent” comes from
– referring to the tent nearest the
Sawmill Bridge.
A temporary footbridge used

to be erected across the Ewes
from the Kilngreen to the
Castleholm and the children
with their heather besoms went
over it to collect their three-
penny bits. The last footbridge
across Ewes was built n 1926 by
local joiner Thomas Morrison at
a cost of £15 – this price being
accepted against James
Telford’s estimate of £18.
From then on it became the

pet project of Paul Scott who
raised the question without fail
at every Common Riding 
meeting.

(to be continued)
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Times Past 

75 years: Hotson- Graham 
The wedding took place in Canonbie Parish Church on Saturday 29th June, of Driver, William
Hotson, youngest son of Mr and Mrs John Hotson, 15 John Street, Langholm, and Miss 
Florence Graham, daughter of Mr and Mrs W W Graham, The Forge, Canonbie. The Rev. Mr
Farms, minister of the church, officiated at the service, which was fully choral, Miss Armstrong,
Canonbie, presiding at the organ. The bride entered the church to the strains of the Wedding
March from Lohengrin, and during the service the Hymns, “O Perfect Love” and “O God the
give of our joy” and “O God the giver of our joy,” were sung. The bride who was given away by
her father, wore a dress of ivory satin with the long flowing veil  held in place by a headdress of
orange blossom. She carried a bouquet of pink roses. There were two bridesmaids, Miss Nan
Hotson, sister of the bridegroom, and Miss Helen Graham, sister of the bride. Miss Hotson wore
a dress of pink satin with pink headdress and shoulder veil. Her bouquet was of pink carnations.
Mr W. Gillespie, Eskdaill Street, a personal friend of the bridegroom, was best man. The bridal
party left the church as the organist played Mendelssohn’s Wedding March and at the Church
door the bride was presented with a lucky silver horseshoe. 

50 years: Presentation Party for Mrs Winifred M Cartner 
There was a family party atmosphere in the ESMP Hall on Friday evening when parents, for-
mer pupils and friends gathered to honour Mrs Winifred M Cartner on her retirement as Head-
mistress of Eskdalemuir School. The company was welcomed by Mr A Glendinning who then
paid tribute to Mrs Cartner’s career in teaching and spoke of the great esteem in which she is
held in the parish of Eskdalemuir. He then introduced a former pupil Mrs Scott, Finglandbrae to
make the presentation of a writing desk with appropriate inscription and completed with printed
notepaper and pen. Mrs. Cartner expressed her gratitude and delight at receiving this gift and
then refereed to her many happy years at Eskdalemuir School which she had seen grow form
spartan conditions to a thoroughly modern and well-equipped school. A very sumptuous buffet
tea was then served by the tea committee, convened by Mrs Glendinning and ably assisted by
the 1st Eskdalemuir Company of Girl Guides. There followed an exhibition of Mrs. Elliot’s
slides taken in successive years of the school children. 

25 years: Mystery outing for Rural
A mystery outing was enjoyed by Canonbie WRI recently. The destination was Dumfries, with
the first stop for coffee. Shambellie House was then visited and members enjoyed looking at the
beautiful costumes and furnishings on display. After visiting Dumfries, the members travelled
to Dalbeattie, then went north along the banks of Loch Ken to New Galloway and back for the
final stop in Kirkcudbright before journeying back to Canonbie. Fine weather was an added
bonus to an enjoyable visit. Sadly, the Canonbie Institute have to report the death of a Founder
member, Mrs Elspeth Sloan, a very keen committee member. 

100 years: By the way
Dear Langholmites who are far away, - Before this reaches many of you the Common Riding of
1921 will be past, and you will anxiously be waiting for the Langholm paper, which will contain
a full account of the great festival. Though “mountains divide us and the waste of seas, yet still
the blood is strong.” We know you will walk in spirit with us along our streets, behind our Band,
when the dear old tunes are played. We know you will remember with kindly thoughts the loved
ones in the homeland, and maybe will hear, within your heart of hearts, the strains of Auld Lang
Syne.” Meanwhile we are steadily tending, here at home, towards that wonderful elevation of
spirit in which all true Langholmites salute their Cornet and his merry men when the flag of our
little hill surrounded burgh is unfurled. The painters have been having a busy time on High
Street, and some of the property has taken on a brighter look. The sign-boards have gone from
Commercial Hotel and the “Cleuch.” We have been wondering if there are any alive who have
seen dancing at the “Cleuch” “hunders o times” like the old lady’s lamentations for Bett’s Thorn. 

For the Common Riding season, we serialise Betty Little’s book

FFrroomm  DDaawwnn
ttoo  DDuusskk

Dancing on the Castleholm at the Common Riding during the 1950’s

William Hotson, Langholm and Florence Graham, Canonbie after their marriage at Canonbie
Parish Church in July 1946

Alfie and Vera Pelosi with Mrs
Wright on Common Riding day 1961
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THE Doonhame Festival, featuring head-
liners Kaiser Chiefs, The Feeling, Bad
Manners and Skerryvore is excited to
make its return on Friday, July 30.
The two-day boutique festival is held in the

charming church grounds of The Crichton in
Dumfries.
It is sponsored by MKM Timber and 

supported by local authorities and EventScot-
land, part of VisitScotland.
With four stages of great music, high-

quality food village, licensed bar and camping
options, the Doonhame Festival is the perfect
way to enjoy a safe, music-filled weekend
this summer.
The festival offers on-site camping, which

is limited to allow sufficient space between
pitches, adhering to the COVID-19 policy.
There is also a Holiday Inn in the festival
grounds.
The festival is in a spacious, open-air envi-

ronment and there will be sanitising stations
and crowd-management measures in place.
The capacity of the festival has been re-

duced to ensure there is ample space to
keep a safe distance from others but without
compromising on the overall festival 
experience.
Sandy Sweetman, joint director, said: “We

can now confidently go ahead as planned
with the festival on July 30 and 31.
“It’s been a rollercoaster ride behind the

scenes anticipating the position we may be
in. We now have a clear path.
“Thank you for your support and we look

forward to welcoming you.”
Simon Rix of the Kaiser Chiefs added:

“We’re excited to be headlining the festival.
Playing to our fans in Scotland is always a
highlight for us and we look forward to seeing
them all.”
Kaiser Chiefs, The Feeling, Bad Manners,

Skerryvore, Toploader, Colonel Mustard and
the Dijon 5, Franky’s Evil Party, The Lutras,
Tiderays, The Meanies, I Am A Raver, Ibiza
Mania and more than 40 other acts have all
confirmed their availability as well as many
talented local artists.
Doonhame Kids is on the festival site on

Sunday, August 1 to give youngsters a
festival experience, too.
This will feature live performances from

tribute acts, including Little Mix, Taylor Swift
and Ariana Grande.

Tickets are available at
www.doonhamefestival.co.uk

An eerie double rainbow appeared recently, late in the evening, and Tom Hutton made a grand job of capturing it.
Camera:Lumix TZ70 

The E&L Gallery

Kaiser Chiefs headline at Doonhame

The Doonhame Festival headliners, The Kaiser Chiefs



LANGHOLM
TOWN HALL
(Inside)

WEDNESDAYS
10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS
9am - 2pm
Access through

rear door
_____________

Royal Bank of Scotland
Mobile Van

Day Centre Car Park
THURSDAYS

11:45am - 12.25pm

COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

PLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

TO LET

ELECTRICIAN

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER
COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in The 
Eskdale and Liddesdale Advertiser, please come into the
office on Langholm High Street and speak to the editor,
Rachel Norris.
Alternatively, please contact the Company Secretary
by email – secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk  or by writing to:-  

The Company Secretary, Muckle Toon Media, 
Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

MOBILE SERVICES

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES

COMPLAINTS

Ring office for an excellent service on
01461 337303

On time, on budget and extremely professional

All aspects
of Testing

Rewiring

All aspects
of Electrical

WorkSolar LED
Lighting

Renewables

D

013873
80012

LANGHOLM POP-UP SHOP
July 2021

■ Wed 21st July (74 High St)
Beattie’s Bakes

■ Thu 22 - Sun 25th July (74 High St)
KSJ Art & Funky Things

■ Mon 26th - Sat 31st July (74 High St)
Yarns to Yearn For

To book a space: Call Sharon Irving on 07862 367209
or email: sharon@ashleybank.co.uk
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CHIMNEY SWEEP

CUMBRIA METALS
FARM SCRAP

URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.
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Summer
activities
Disability sport
A SUMMER programme of free
activities has been organised
for Annandale and Eskdale,
thanks to the Amazing Summer
Fund and D&G Disability Sport.
The sessions run until August
9 and must be booked.

Activities in Annan.
Monday – Walkfit 11am to
12pm, Everholm running track.
An outdoor walk with fitness
stations.
Tuesday – Tennis: 10am to
10.45am for people with a learn-
ing disability; 11am to 12pm
for people with a physical /
sensory disability; 12pm to 1pm,
juniors eight to 18. Annan
Seaforth Tennis Courts

Tuesday – Football: 4.30pm to
5.30pm for juniors eight to 18.
Annan Athletic MUGA.

Wednesday – Swimming:
11.30am to 12.30pm, Annan
Swimming Pool. Limited spaces,
book at Annan Swimmng Pool
on 01461 625 025.

Wednesday - Multi Sports: 1pm
to 3pm, Annan Academy Games
Hall. A variety of fun, multi-
sport, summer games is on offer
for all ages and abilties.

Friday – Athletics: 2.30pm to
3.45pm, Everholm running
track. All ages and abilities wel-
come.

Saturday – Walkfit: 11am to
12pm, Annan Swimming Pool.
An outdoor walk with fitness
stations
Saturday – Boccia: 12pm to
1.15pm, Annan Academy
Games Hall. Limited spaces be-
cause of restrictions.

For more information or help
with booking, contact Laura
Vickers at laura.vickers@dum-
gal.gov.uk or call 07795 680
141.

All sessions are for people with
a learning, sensory or physical
disability of all ages and abilities
unless it is stated in the de-
scription.

Hounds

JUST as the six senior hounds
got underway at Newcastleton
last Sunday, the heavens
opened and  Polaris set off
the early leader from Splendid
Mikey.
As they turned to climb across
the side of the fell, Polaris was
increasing his lead, with Red
Hot Bob and Fire Strike in 
second and third.
Polaris had extended his lead
further as they crossed the road
and was well on his way to se-
curing another win.
Fire Strike crossed second,
with Time Will Tell and Matilda
a close third and fourth.
Polaris appeared over the top
on his own and was over the
line before Fire Strike came
into view, with Matilda chal-
lenging all the way to the line
but had to settle for third.
The rain had stopped as the
10 senior maidens were slipped.
Sportsman led the way, with
Castle Clansman and  Delta
Scope behind.
The same three hounds led

out of sight but, as they came
to the road, Frankel had joined
them and Clansman had dropped
back to fifth.
As they made their way down
to the bottom, Clansman was
in front and led up the bank
onto the top.
As they came onto the finish,
Delta Scope was just in front
of Frankel and Sportsman.
Delta Scope pulled away clear
to win easily, with Frankel head-
ing off Sportsman for second
and third.
The pups were next and Ex-
plore was driving the field, with
Splendid Sally and Border 
Prosper for company.

Climbing
Climbing for home, Explore
was still at the fore, with Border
Prosper moving up the field
into second.
When they came onto the fin-
ish, Explore had held his lead,
with Splendid Sally giving chase
but could not get to within five
lengths of him.
Sea the Stars had progressed
in the latter stages of the trail

to take third.
The last trail was the puppy
maidens and there were only
four entries.
Tesla was doing most of the
work in front, with Delta
Supreme a close second with a
gap to Fire Princess and Pat
Moon.
When they came onto the fin-
ish, Supreme had moved clear
and Tesla was five lengths back
in second.  Fire Princess finished
well for third.

Newcastleton, 
Sunday, July 4

Seniors: Polaris, Fire Strike,
Matilda, Time Will Tell, Splen-
did Mikey, Red Hot Bob. 6 ran.
24.14.

Senior maidens:Delta Scope,
Frankel, Sportsman, Eden Raine,
Lucky Charm, Fire Lass. 10
ran. 24.34.

Pups: Explore, Splendid Sally,
Sea the Stars, Mr Finnegan,
Border Prosper. 5 ran. 13.43.

Puppy maidens: Delta
Supreme, Tesla, Fire Princess,

Pat Moon. 4 ran. 14.36.
All in: Fire Gun. 2 ran, 1 fin-
ished. 15.08.

Spadeadam, 
Wednesday, June 30

Seniors: Fire Strike, Polaris,
Fire Belle, Eden Raine, Delta
Scope, Matilda. 10 ran. 25.58.

Pups: Explore, Splendid Sally,
Border Prosper, Milo Moon,
Delta Supreme, Fire Princess.
7 ran. 19.45.

All in: Lucky Charm, Castle
Clansman, Red Hot Bob. 6 ran.
18.59.

Heavens open on Polaris

Polaris, Delta Scope, Explore and Delta Supreme with their owners at Newcastleton

Bowling Clubs report

Langholm Old Town hosts Langholm New Town in the top five Borders competition

Bright start for 
Bell and Donaldson

Bowling - Old Town
LANGHOLM Old Town bowling
club played Langholm New Town
in the top five Borders competition
last Thursday.
The winners were Langholm New
by three matches to two.
Results: K Irving 16, I Scott 21; 
G Cuthbertson 11, D Ritchie 21; 
B Jardine 9, A Warwick 21; S Barker
21, R Johnstone (Jnr) 4; R Redmond
21, P Warwick 19.

Cricket
LANGHOLM 1st XI gained all 10pts
last Saturday after Temple Sowerby
conceded because they couldn’t raise
a team.
Langholm 2nds succumbed to Wigton
3rds in the rain on Sunday.
After setting a competitive total of 142
in their 40 overs, the bowlers struggled
in the wet conditions and Wigton passed
the Langholm total with six wickets in
hand.
Put in to bat, the Langholm openers
Hughie Donaldson and John Bell made
a bright start against some wayward
bowling, adding 44 for the first wicket
before Hughie was caught down the leg
side for 14 off Tier's bowling.
Jay Gordon joined Bell and they added
15 before Bell was run out for 17.
Brady Wilson looked in good form,
cracking two boundaries but fell for 8
off Flynn Manihera's bowling, with the
Langholm score on 70.
Seven was added before skipper Gor-
don fell for 12, bowled by Pearson.
Jack Pool returned to the field after a
couple of years in the wilderness and he
looked like he hadn't been away, swing-
ing the bat in his customary fashion.
The aerial route failed him and he was
caught in the deep for 6 with the score
88 for 5.
One run later Wilson fell for 10,
bowled by Pearson. With the innings los-
ing its way, it was rescued by the young
lads.
Tom Henderson and Corey Park added
19, with Tom adding 11 and Corey 9 and
Euan Coates and Callum Johnstone
added 26.

Callum, in his innings of 23, hit three
4s and a 6.
The innings closed with the score on
142, not a bad effort with some decent
little knocks by some of the batsmen.
With the weather looking ominous and
light drizzle falling, Wigton began their
reply.
Two quick wickets for Langholm left
them 11 for 2, with Corey Park clean-
bowling both openers.
Jackson and Sloan put together a part-
nership of 70 before Jackson retired on 52.
Jack Pool clean-bowled Sloan for 32,
with the score 83 for 3.
The rain got heavier and the bowlers
struggled. F Manihera capitalised, hit-
ting several 4s.
The sides went off with the score on
113 but returned 20 minutes later with
the deluge easing.
Wigton raced to the Langholm total,
the only interruption being the run-out
of Manihera for 32.
The visitors passed the Langholm  to-
tal in the 28th over.
In the bowling Corey Park had 2 for
16 and Jack Pool 1 for 21.
It’s never easy to bowl in the rain and
the lads struggled with the wet ball. In
all honesty, the game should have been
abandoned.

Bowling - New Town
THE New Town bowling club
played the return leg of their
friendly against Hawick Buccleuch
from 2019.
The host club won 70-49.
The teams were: D Pool, J Hotson, N
Campbell 16, Buccluech skip M Bell 8.
E Goodfellow, E Beattie, D Ritchie, R Grieve
21, Buccleuch skip M Martin 4.
R Davidson, I Earsman, D Johnstone, P War-
wick 9, Buccluech skip J Williams, 10.
S Roebuck, M Brown, L Reid, R Innes 4,
Buccluech skip T Little, 16.
T Goodfellow, J Kinstrey, A Grieve, P
Mitchell 18, Buccleuch skip J Reilly 11.

Thanks to everyone who helped on
the day.



Rugby
ROSE Bandit followed up
her recent win at Hamilton
when scoring again for 
Carrutherstown trainer
Iain Jardine at Ayr on
Monday.
The four-year-old 5/1 shot,
ridden by Paul Mulrennan,
easily won a six-furlong
handicap in good to soft
conditions.
The mare made all in the
race and was unchallenged
inside the final furlong to

win by three and a quarter
lengths.
Jardine also had My Sonny,
ridden by Andrew Mullen, in
the race and he came in fifth.
The trainer entered seven
horses at Ayr that day.
In another six-furlong hand-
icap Avior Star, ridden by
Tom Eaves, came third.
The jockey said the gelding
was denied a clear run inside
the final one and a half 
furlongs.
Also in that race was French
Red, ridden by Andrew
Mullen, and owned by Frank

Steele, Jim Hay and Bobby
Froud.
He came in fourth behind
his stable-mate out of the 10
runners.
Get Boosting, also ridden
by Mullen, came third in a
five-furlong handicap, only
one length behind the 
winner.
Jardine scored another third
with Kraken Power, with
Mullen on board, in a six-
furlong handicap.
The horse went third in the
final stride to come in two
and a quarter lengths adrift.
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Rugby
LANGHOLM rugby team have their
first home fixture of the 2021/22 
season on Saturday, September 11.
The SRU announced that the new rugby
season would start  on September 4.
Langholm’s first match is against
Corstorphine RFC.
This has been welcomed by the club
which can now start to make plans for
its 150th anniversary season.
Plans are already well advanced for
a celebratory dinner to be held in the
Buccleuch Centre on Friday, September
10.
Speakers at the dinner are Andy
Irvine, Ian Barnes, Ian Landles, Bruce
Aitchison  and Rae Elliot.
Tickets will go on sale in the very

near future.
The club has produced a new tie to
commemorate  this milestone in its
history and these will be on sale at
£12 each at the end of July.
The club is also offering members
and friends of LRFC  the opportunity
to buy an engraved brick which  will be
put up in the  clubrooms.
Details of costs and how to order the
bricks are on the club’s social media
and on the board in the  Market Place,
along with details of fixtures.
Kenneth Pool, chairman, said: "It’s
great  to  get some fixtures confirmed
for what is a big season for the  whole
club.
“With the fixtures confirmed, we can
start to plan some other events, apart
from the  dinner  to commemorate the
150th anniversary.

“We have a few things up our sleeve,
including some items specially produced
for this milestone year  and details of
these will be released shortly.
“It will be great to get back to some
rugby at Milntown after almost 18
months of no rugby and both the senior
team and the youth rugby club are
greatly  looking forward to it.
“The clubrooms have been undergoing
refurbishment  over the past few weeks
and are looking very good.
“The work will be completed well 
before the new season starts.

Rhys Tait of Hawick played for Scotland against France in Cardiff

Tait plays for
Scotland U20s

Paul Mulrennan on Rose Bandit at Ayr on Monday

Rugby
RHYS Tait, grandson of Avril and Robert Grieve of
Langholm played in yesterday’s Scotland U20 match
against France in Cardiff.

Sean Lineen, head coach, rotated his squad to face
France in the fourth round of the U20 Six Nations at
Cardiff Arms Park.

Alex Samuel captained the side from the second row.
Rhys, son of Anita and John Tait, who live in Hawick,

made his first start of the championship at openside
flanker.

Before the match, Lineen said: “The performance
against Italy last week was disappointing.

“We knew from the England game that this squad can
perform and compete better than that.

“With this selection, we looked to give more opportunities
to players who have shown what they can do in training.

“We know France will bring a tough and physical battle
to the pitch.

“We’ll look to win the breakdown at every opportunity,
apply pressure and score some points.”

Milestone year for
Langholm rugby

Langholm rugby squad is looking forward to their first home fixture on September 11

E&L
SPORT
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LRFC 150th Anniversary tie

Bandit steals again


