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Involve producers
in trade deals: call

SCOTLAND’S farming, food
and drink industry and its sup-
ply chain have written to Liz
Truss, secretary of state for
international trade, about the
Australian free trade agreement 

full story: Page 6

Longtown: bustling
little market town

THE bustling market town of
Longtown sits on a major
crossroads which makes it an
ideal location for people from
all points to  visit.

full story: Pages 8 & 9

full story: Page 

Plan revealed for trees
on two Eskdale farms
VIEWS are being sought on
draft proposals for two 
afforestation schemes totalling
454 hectares in and around
Claygate.
Scottish Woodlands Ltd is
seeking the responses to the
planting of two farms, Albierig
and Glencartholm.
Of the 454 ha, it is planned to
plant 341 ha, 75 per cent of the
total land area.
Albierig comprises 302 ha, of
which 221 ha (73%) will be
planted.
Conifers will be planted on
177 ha (80%), while broadleaved
trees will be planted on 44 ha
(20%).
An open area of 69 ha (23%)
will be kept. Twelve ha are out-
with the scheme.
At Glencartholm 120 ha (79%)
of the 152 ha will be planted.
Of this, there will be 99 ha
(82%) of conifers and 21 ha
(18%) of broadleaved trees.
There will be 22 ha (14%) of
open land and 10 ha (7%) are
outwith the scheme.
The land is owned by James
Jones & Son of Lockerbie which
bought a substantial acreage of
farmland in Eskdale from 
Buccleuch a few years ago.
It has since put forward a
number of commercial forestry
planting projects, including 
Warbla in Langholm.
The views of the Claygate
community are being sought at
a public consultation event and
through information sent to com-
munity councils and neighbours.

There is a drop-in session in
Gilnockie hall today for neigh-
bours but because of COVID-
19 restrictions, this is for the
immediate community only.
The draft proposals were pre-
sented to Canonbie community
council last Thursday.

website
Anyone interested in the 
development can view the doc-
uments, which have already
been presented to the community
council, on Scottish Woodlands
Ltd’s website at www.scottish
woodlands .co .uk /pub l ic -
consultations
The password to access the
Albierig and Glencartholm sec-
tion is Albipine27
The documents also include

an overview map of both prop-
erties, constraints maps, pro-
tection maps, draft design maps
and a question/feedback form.
They are available for viewing
online until June 30. Questions,
comments and feedback are wel-
comed.
If anyone needs more infor-
mation or is unable to access
the proposals online, please con-
tact mark@mhlandscape
services.co.uk or carlota@
mhlandscapeservices.co.uk
Carol Midwood, community
council secretary, said Scottish
Woodlands seemed to be trying
to accommodate what the com-
munity wanted by creating new
footpaths.

> Turn to Page 2

Langholm’s Repair Shop
DEniS fixES thE tEArS Of A cLOwn AS gLEnfirrA buckS thE trEnD: PAgE 10

Albierig and Glencartholm farms would be afforested under the schemes

Online Subscriptions to
the E&L Advertiser 

now available from only
£1 per week

A new way to read the
‘Langholm Paper’.

Published weekly and
available to read anytime

and anywhere 
using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet 

and laptop.
log on to

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Residents of Claygate are invited to a consultation in Gilnockie hall today
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One resident suggested they
leave the existing paths in place
because everyone knew the old
routes.
Views were expressed that it

was a shame to plant trees on
good agricultural land and they
could work with farmers to graze
cattle in the woodland but some
people said the cattle would
damage the trees.
Carol said: “Scottish 

Woodlands was open to hearing
people’s ideas but, at the end 
of the day, the land has been
bought to make a living, make
a profit. But it’s a shame the
farms are going.
“The trees won’t be planted

all at the same time because
they can’t fell them all at once.”
She added: “We’ll have to see

what they come up with. We’ll
be notified before it goes to
Scottish Forestry.
“We’re attending the consul-

tation and if they can’t accom-
modate some of the things we
want, I’ll be asking them why.”

The Tail
Alistair and Annie 

McDairmant live at The Tail,
just outside Claygate on the
Langholm road and will be sur-

rounded by trees from the 
Glencartholm forest.
Annie said: “These fields used

to be good hay fields and pro-
duced good barley crops when
Alistair’s father had them.
“They were all drained but

have all gone to rushes now. It’s
a shame. All round here they
have gone like that.”
She said they didn’t dislike

living with trees and they would

be a good distance from the
road.
Originally, they were told the

roadside hedges would not be
cut and just left to go wild but
had since heard they would be
maintained.
On the whole, she thought there

would be too many trees but the
government was offering grants
to grow them.

____________________
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“A shame to lose farms”

Pauline’s medal
BEM given to resilience team leader

Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

Deaths

SHE has led a team of volunteers
through two floods and a pan-
demic all in the space of a year.
Now, Pauline Elliot, who co-

ordinates Newcastleton’s resilience
team has been awarded a British
Empire Medal in the Queen’s birth-
day honours list.
The team now numbers 50 and

includes medical professionals, farm-
ers and firefighters, along with many
other residents with different 
expertise to offer.
Of her award, Pauline, whose own

home was flooded in the February
2020 flood, said: “It was a bit of a
shock.
“I feel very proud to have received

it. It’s a testament to my team and
our good community spirit. It’s
been a difficult time for everyone.
“I didn’t do any of it for recogni-

tion or reward. Helping people is
something I really enjoy doing.”
Initially, her husband Nicol ran

the resilience team but, after expe-
riencing some ill health, Pauline
took up the baton.

She said: “It’s the planning which
is most important. The team I have
are in the fire service, farmers with
tractors and doctors and they’re 
instrumental in helping me put a
plan together and carry it out. There
is the council as well.
“There are 50 members; it’s a big

team with a lot of expertise. I really

could not have done all this without
their input.
“When leading a team, you must

listen to them to get the best from
everyone.”
“It’s been a double whammy with

two floods and a pandemic but it’s
proven the community spirit of the
community volunteers.”

J. & A. Hodgson
Independent Family Funeral Directors

134 High Street, Annan
A Caring Family Firm
Caring for your family

Private Rest Room
For 24 hour caring personal service

Tel. 01461 205920
Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors Member
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available on request

ARMSTRONG

George Armstrong passed away on 5th June
aged 82. A private funeral will take place at
Roucan Loch on Tuesday 15th June. George will
be sadly missed by all who knew and loved him.

Grid reference point

Woodlands in same ownership

Overview Boundary

Albierigg Woodland Creation

Glencartholm Woodland Creation

 KEY

ALBIERIGG & GLENCARTHOLM
WOODLAND CREATION

LOCATION MAP

Scale - 1:20,000 @ A3
Date - May 2021

Reproduced from OS VectorMap Local Raster with the permission of Ordnance Survey®

on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office © Crown copyright.

Scottish Woodlands Ltd., Research Park, Riccarton, Edinburgh. Licence No: 100030835

The map shows the planting schemes for Albierig and Glencartholm, proposed by Scottish Woodlands for James Jones

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church Services
Sunday 20th June
Langholm 10am
Ewes 2.30pm

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Social Distancing 
will be observed.  

Please wear masks. 
Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 80859.

Mobile. 07543 179469

Charity no. SCO11946

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
welcome you to

Worship on Sunday
morning at 10am and
11:30am respectively.
Online service goes

live each Sunday 11am
Worshippers will be
required to adhere to
Covid restrictions. 

If you are seeking
pastoral support or
wish to arrange a
wedding or baptism
please contact Rev
Morag Crossan on

07861736071 or email
mcrossan@

churchofscotland.org.uk

Church Notices

GORDON

Suddenly on 11th June 2021, in Dumfries
Infirmary, John Joseph Gordon, Newington Road,
Annan, formerly of Langholm, dear husband of
Lynn (née Jackson) and dad to Kelsey.
Funeral private due to current circumstances.
Family flowers only.

GRANT

Peacefully after a long illness, at home with her
family, on 11th June 2021,
Janet Margaret Grant (Maggie) née Fisher,
Eweshaugh, beloved wife of Jock, dear mother to
Kate, Libby and Fiona and a much loved nana.
Funeral private due to current circumstances.
Family flowers only.
If you wish to show your respect the cortege will
be moving up Thomas Telford Road on Friday
18th June at 11.40am.

Pauline and Nicol Elliot deliver groceries to the vulnerable residents of 
Newcastleton during the height of the lockdown



LANGHOLM Playcare is
delighted that its play area
for the under threes is now
finished and the children
are loving being outside
in this happy and secure
environment.

Kirsty Ash, administrator,
said: “A big thank you to
Dougie Smith from Playscapes
Scotland Ltd and Lucy
MacLeod and the pupils from
Langholm Academy who 
designed and produced the
colourful picture boards.

“The funding for this project
was secured from the Adapt
and Thrive Fund.”

The Arthur Bell Trust funded
the school to buy the
coloured boards and the
paint.

Lucy MacLeod, creative 
director of OutPost Arts, said:
“The programme we 
designed was about giving
the pupils on the ground
work experience; seeing a

project through from 
conception to delivery and
sharing it with the commu-
nity.

“Obviously, it was inter-
rupted at the end by COVID-
19 but we got there in the
end.

“They were essentially 
given a 'live brief' and 
supported with each stage.

“The pupils consulted 
Playcare staff and the kids
and talked the client through
their idea.”
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Sword man
avoids jail
A MAN has avoided being jailed
after he admitted carrying a 
Samurai sword around Langholm.
A concerned member of the pub-
lic called the police after seeing
Joseph Skillen, 40, of Albert Place,
carrying the weapon in his hand
on August 27 last year.
Jennifer McGill, senior procu-
rator fiscal depute, told Dumfries
Sheriff Court that when officers
went to his door, they saw the
sword but Skillen quickly tried
to move it out of sight.
The officers arrested Skillen and
recovered the sword but he shouted
and swore at them.
He admitted being outside with
the sword but did it because he
was bored. The sword was blunt
but had a sharp point.
Vicki Urquhart, defending, told
the court her client had been under
the influence of alcohol when he
committed the offence after an
argument with a family member
earlier in the day.
She described his drinking 
alcohol as an aggravating factor
in his wandering around with the
sword, which was worrying 
behaviour.
Skillen answered the door to
the police believing it was a friend
who was coming to collect the
sword.
He was surprised to see the 
police. That led to a disagreement
with the police.
Sheriff Scott Pattison sentenced
Skillen to a community payback
order with two years supervision.
He also ordered Skillen to engage
with an addiction service for the
same period and to do 200 hours’
unpaid work.
Skillen was placed on a restric-
tion of liberty order and has to be
at home from 7pm to 7am for
eight months.
Sheriff Pattison warned Skillen
that, if he breached the order, he
would be looking at an 18-month
jail sentence.

____________________

Hill road is
closed 
THE hill road between Langholm
and Newcastleton is closed today
and tomorrow from 8.30am to
4.30pm.
The closure, for resurfacing
work, affects the stretch between
Burrowstone Moss and Black
Grain.
The alternative route eastbound
is via the C76a, A7, B6318, B6357
and C26 to the point of closure.
Westbound: the above in 
reverse.

Reserve focus for land
use climate challenge
Langholm Initiative joins forces to find technological solution
THE Langholm Initiative has
joined three other conserva-
tion and community devel-
opment organisations to
launch a challenge to com-
panies to find an innovative
technological solution to tack-
ling climate change through
land use.
A partnership has been set 
up between conservation charity
the John Muir Trust, Langholm
Initiative community develop-
ment trust, rural development
charity Southern Uplands 
Partnership and South of 
Scotland Enterprise (SOSE).
Its objective is to discover
how technology can help
landowners better understand
the potential for carbon storage
on their land and inform land-
use decisions.
They have put the challenge
out to tender through the 
Scottish government’s CivTech
programme, which invites 
entrepreneurs and start-ups to
help solve challenges faced by
public sector organisations.
Although data on the potential
for carbon storage on different
habitats exist in various forms,
for example, in satellite data,
they often cannot be accessed
or processed in a meaningful
way by land managers.
The successful candidates will

be placed into a tech accelerator
programme to explore promis-
ing ideas to be piloted on the
new 5,200-acre Tarras Valley
Nature Reserve.
Successful trials could inform
wider adoption of the technol-
ogy in Scotland and beyond.
The resulting products and
services will be revealed in
March 2022.

Largest
The vast nature recovery area
was created in March 2021 after
one of the most ambitious com-
munity fundraising campaigns,
supported by the John Muir
Trust, South of Scotland 
Enterprise and others, led to
southern Scotland’s largest com-
munity buyout.
The reserve has diverse 
habitats, including globally-
important peatlands and native
woodlands, which each has dif-
ferent carbon capture and stor-
age potential, biodiversity im-
portance and economic oppor-
tunities.
New technology could, for
example, more accurately assess
how to ensure the right native
trees are in the right place by
either planting or natural re-
generation or inform decisions
on actions like peatland restora-
tion or conservation grazing.

Kevin Cumming, Langholm
Initiative trustee, said: “With
the nature reserve land owned
by the community for the first
time in its history, we want it
to be an inspiring case study
for tackling the nature and cli-
mate crises, while supporting
community regeneration.

Pioneering
“This exciting tech challenge
could see southern Scotland
lead the way in pioneering 
innovative carbon capture break-
throughs.
“A winning solution to the
challenge would empower

landowners and managers to
promote and implement nature-
based solutions to the climate
crisis and support livelihoods
and the economy.”
For the John Muir Trust, which
in early 2021 promoted the con-
cept of a ‘natural land carbon
tax’ to help incentivise and fund
more nature-based solutions to
the climate crisis in Scotland,
this is a big step.
Mike Daniels, head of policy
and land, said: “Scotland has
won praise worldwide for its
ambitious climate change 
targets.
“In this year of COP26, it can

show global leadership by bold
action to bring about progressive
land use to benefit climate,
communities and nature.
Jane Morrison-Ross, SOSE
chief executive, said: “We’re
delighted to be part of the
CivTech 6 programme and sup-
port the goal of bringing tech-
nological innovation here.

Technology
“We look forward to working
with the Initiative, John Muir
Trust and Southern Uplands
Partnership to look at how tech-
nology can help landowners
measure the potential for carbon
storage on their land and better
inform land-use decisions.
“Natural capital is hugely 
important to the south.
“The tender marks the start
of this exciting programme and
offers a fantastic opportunity
for tech companies to secure a
grant to explore innovative and
groundbreaking ideas.”
CivTech is embedded in the
government’s Digital Directive
and offers a series of funded,
tendered annual challenges to
industry to solve problems
through a competitive process.
Challenge 6 is for 2021/22.
Tech companies are invited to
tender at 
civtechalliance.org/civtech-6
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Safe and happy playtime at Playcare

The Tarras Valley Nature Reserve will be the site for a challenge to find a
technological solution to tackling climate change through land use

Lucy MacLeod of OutPost Arts enjoys the official opening with some of the children from Langholm Playcare 
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A BOOK about Westerkirk
in the year 2020/21 is ready
and is now on the library web-
site for everyone to see.
Bits and pieces will be added
in the future but, if anyone wants
to contribute to the book, contact
one of the trustees.
While preparing the book, it
was discovered that Loganhead
cottage was omitted from the
book published in 2000 but is,
in fact, in the parish and should
have been included.
Although, in the past, children
from Loganhead walked over
the hills to catch the school bus
to Westerkirk school, it is now
probably more accessible from
Wauchope because of all the
forestry on the eastern side of
the hill.
You can find it if you walk up
the forestry road from 
Arresgill.
The cottage is a ruin now but
there is still a nice little meadow
in front of it.
It was also interesting to 
hear from Wattie Rutherford
about some of his family mem-
bers, known as the Lodgegill
Rutherfords.
This family spent 50 years 
at Upper Stennieswater in 
Westerkirk parish so, perhaps,
should have been known as the
Stenniewater Rutherfords.
George Rutherford of
Lodgegill, which is at the top
end of the Tarras valley, was
born in 1840 and married Jane
Irving of Canonbie, who was

born in 1839. 
The story goes that when they
moved to Upper Stennieswater,
Jane refused to unpack for a
year, suggesting she was not
very happy with the location of
her new home.
The couple had eight children
who all went to school at
Glendinning and all the family
remained in farming, except 
Helen, who studied French, spent
some time in France and then
emigrated.
Initially, she went to Quebec
and on to Brooklyn in New
York. She had a successful career
as a secretary to a Canadian
businessman.
The family at Upper 
Stennieswater kept cows, pigs
and hens and made their own
butter.
They bought a barrel of salt
herring to keep them over the
winter as well as braxy hog
(salted hogget). 
They varied the diet with a
bit of poaching.
They caught pheasant by
threading corn, which the bird
was lured to swallow, whereupon
it choked on the thread.
The family went out in the
morning and picked up the dead
birds.
Father George also poached
salmon and in 1871 was charged
for having 20 unclean salmon
in his house. These were salmon
which had just spawned.
He was fined £10, a huge
amount of money, with 30

shillings costs and spent a couple
of days in jail.
There were lots of stories about
the family, including one of a
plane crash in 1918 when a
training plane, made with canvas
wings, came down near Holm
Farm.
The crash was seen by Wattie
Rutherford’s father. Wattie lives
at Winterhope.

The plane crashed into a hedge
and it remained upside down
with the pilot hanging on by
his safety straps. He walked
away unhurt.
In 2013 Wattie gave the family
bible to Westerkirk Library,
along with a set of notes about
the family. 
Mairi Telford Jammeh, who
chairs the trust and put the book

together, said: “It’s fascinating
to hear about life in some of
the outlying cottages, many of
which are now derelict, and
imagine how life was for the
families who lived in them.”

The weblink is
http://www.westerkirkparishli-
brary.org/about-library/...more-
interesting-links/

www.eladvertiser.co.ukEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser4  Thursday June 17, 2021

Book tells of ages past

The meadow in front of Loganhead cottageLetters to the editor
Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13
0JH or email your comments to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk

Loganhead cottage although nearer Wauchope, is actually in Westerkirk Parish

Memories
of Joe’s
I REMEMBER being sent to
Joe Martin’s shop from
about when I could walk,
being born at 1 Buccleuch
Crescent.
You took your basket and the
potatoes and carrots, after
being weighed with all the soil
on them, were tipped into it.
If it was a cauliflower or
something to be kept a bit
clean, it was wrapped in
newspaper, used afterwards to
light the fire.
I remember Jenitie’s sweet
shop on the corner of Moodlaw
Point where you went in and
asked for a halfpenny of Joob
Joobs, called pastilles
nowadays.
She weighed them on little
wire scales, then wrap a piece
of newspaper around her

fingers into a cone shape and
pour the sweets into it.
If you got bigger sweets, you
held your hand out to get them
and stuff them into your
pocket.
The shops were very “green”
in those days and I don’t think
we took any harm.
In 1940s wartime there was
no plastic packaging.

Mary Steele
Sunny Bank
Langholm

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

Rusting farm implements tell their own storyJoe Martin’s shop on Henry Street
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Cases rise to 62 in a
week in D&G region

Mick
Garrard
IT HAS been pointed out to us
that Mick Garrard wasn’t 
mentioned in the article about
the Greenbank plant sale in last
week’s paper “Greenbank sale
raises £400”.
Mick organised the sale and

co-ordinated the event on the
day, raising £432.
We would like to apologise

for omitting him from last
week’s report. 
_____________________

Police
meeting
POLICE officers are keen to
take more of an interest in 
Newcastleton and meet 
community councillors face to
face when they can.
Greg Cuthbert, chairman, told

members that he and Barbara
Elborn, secretary, met officers
for a discussion.
He said: “We may not get a

police presence at every meeting
but they will try to come to
meetings occasionally. They are
pleased we’re getting CCTV.
We’d like to see officers 

walking around the village
sometimes but I don’t know
whether it will change.”

The easing of restrictions is likely to be put back by 3 weeks
AN INCREASE in COVID-
19 cases has been recorded in
Dumfries and Galloway, rising
from 29 to 62 in the week
ending Saturday, June 12. 
Valerie White, director of pub-

lic health, said: “We know the
Delta variant is among these
cases and understand it is more
transmissible between people.
“This means it’s very probable

we’ll see more cases in the com-
ing weeks. 
“We can see the difference

vaccinations make, with many
of the oldest and most vulnerable
in our communities having had
both vaccinations which provide
the fullest protection against the
Delta variant.
“However, don’t mistake the

impact a big rise in cases could
have, straining an already
stretched health and social care
system, affecting businesses and
employers and potentially chal-
lenging our ability to enjoy the
freedoms we’ve worked so hard
to regain.
“If you’re over 40 and have

still not had your first vaccina-
tion, speak to one of our team
on the new hotline on 01387
403090 from 9am to 5pm, 
Monday to Friday, or email
dg.covidenquiries@nhs.scot
“We would also encourage 

everyone to take advantage of
the testing now readily available
for everyone who doesn’t have
symptoms.

Restrictions
“We’d particularly encourage

this if someone is going to come
into contact with people who are
not yet vaccinated or need to get
tested before visiting a patient in
hospital.” 
The easing of COVID-19 

restrictions in Scotland is likely
to be pushed back by three weeks,
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon
said on Tuesday.
The whole country had been

due to move to the lowest level
zero of its five-tier system from
June 28.
Ms Sturgeon told MSPs this

was likely to be delayed by three

weeks so more people could be
vaccinated.
The case rate in Scotland is

five times higher than it was in
early May. On Tuesday there
were 974 new cases.
Ms Sturgeon said: "We need to

buy sufficient time for vaccina-
tions to get ahead and stay ahead

of the virus and that is the reason
for caution at this juncture.

Normality
"Doing that will give us the

best chance, later in July, of get-
ting back on track and restoring
the much greater normality that
we all crave."

A formal decision will not be
taken until next week but Ms
Sturgeon said it was "reasonable
to indicate now that I think it
unlikely that any part of the coun-
try will move down a level" as
planned.
It means the country's mainland

council areas will remain in either
level one or level two, although
many island communities, 
including Orkney, Shetland and
the Western Isles are already in
level zero.
Ms Sturgeon said the vaccina-

tion programme was weakening
the link between the rising number
of cases, largely driven by the
Delta variant, which was first
detected in India, and serious ill-
ness and deaths.
She said there were still too

many people who had not yet
had both doses of the vaccine.
She also said she did not want

to "commit to firm dates" for
easing restrictions, saying she
was "not going to give false guar-
antees" in the face of an 
"unpredictable virus".
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Online subscriptions to the

are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read

anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT!  

Nicola Sturgeon has announced that the easing of COVID-19 restrictions
may be delayed

S6: Onward and upward
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A LEAVERS’ assembly was held for the S6 class at Langholm Academy last
Thursday.
It brought to an end an academic career which took them through Langholm

or Canonbie primary schools and later the Academy.
Speeches were given by the head boy Callum Jeffrey and head girl Iona

Stevens before a final photo call of the class of 2021 was taken.
Langholm Academy S6 school-leavers

Back Row: Matthew Graham, Jack Henderson, Bryn Pool
Middle: Taya Couperthwaite, Niamh Lamont, Aedan Wilson, Ben Winter, 

Callum Jeffrey, Hayley Mack, Mia Rall, Katrina Jackson, Evie Bond, Hannah Dalgleish
Front: Cerys Gough, Roxy Patton, Abbie Davidson, Iona Stevens, Aeryn Mack,

Rachael Donnelly, Juliet Weatherstone



www.eladvertiser.co.ukEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

Farming on the Border
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At the June sale of Beef Shorthorns
and native breeds at C&D Auction
Marts Ltd, Longtown there was a
nice entry of cattle and bidders were
present from a wide area.
Topping the sale was an April

2020-born Beef Shorthorn bull from
J F Irving & Son, Montbenger,
Yarrow, Mountbenger Paddy. A roan
poll bull of strong conformation by
Coldrochie Linton, he sold for
3,200gns to Messrs Howatson,
Gillenbie, Lockerbie. The four bulls
forward all sold to average £2,362.
Topping the female section was a

2017 cow with calf at foot, part of
the Shawhill Shorthorns reduction
sale from Annan.  A roan poll cow,
Shawhill Lillian by Burnside Elite
with an April-born bull calf at foot
by the high growth index Shawhill
Maestro, she went at 2,700gns to
Messrs Morton, Lochend, Denny.
The same buyer gave 2,000gns

for Shawhill Lively, a Langalbuinoch
Gallant daughter with April-born
heifer calf. Other cows with calves
from Shawhill went at 1,800gns to
Messrs Watret, Burnside, Annan
and D Steel, Lessonhall, Wigton

and Messrs Morton took Limelane
Kezia from TA & J Swinbank, Braf-
ferton, Darlington at the same
1,800gns price.
Without a calf, but in-calf, 2014

born Galla Hayley Katrina from
James Frame, Little Galla sold at
1,850gns to D Baillie, Calla, Carn-
wath. 12 cows, calved or in-calf
averaged £1,675.
12 in-calf and maiden heifers av-

eraged £1,250 with the poll Hynd-
ford Newtown from Ian Tennant
selling at 1,700gns to Messrs
Meadley, High Bewaldeth, Cock-
ermouth.
In the commercial section an ex-

ceptional consignment of 8 Galloway
cross Beef Shorthorn heifers with
Angus-cross calves at foot from
Borthwickshiels, Roberton attracted
great admiration and sold to £1,950
to Ashcraig Farming Partnership,
with three others at £1,850. Overall
Native hill bred cows and heifers
with calves at foot averaged £1,652
and more could readily have been
sold.
The mart held a great show of

ewes and hoggs with lambs at foot,

which sold to an increased ringside
of buyers, with all vendors happy
with their day’s trading. A great
consignment of hoggs with young
lambs forward from Messrs Winter,
Clickham was the highlight, selling
Texel x hoggs at £144, Mule hoggs
at £140 and Suffolk x at £128.
Messrs Carr, Little Bavington’s great
run of shapely outfits met very keen
interest, selling to £135 & £132 x2.
R Muir, Tow Law’s annual con-
signment of hoggs and lambs at
foot sold to a top of £112 a life,
with his run being £14 a life up on
last year’s high rates.
Store cattle continued to sell at

recent rates and more are needed
for the sale on Tuesday, June 22.
The sale topped at £915 for Beef
Shorthorn bullocks from Waterhead
of Dryfe, Lockerbie. 
The mart held its machinery sale

and a great entry of tractors, ma-
chinery and small tools sold to a
large ringside of bidders and a mas-
sive online audience. All quality
items exceeded the reserve prices
and sold to a top of £16,400 for a
2005 SAME Silver 130 tractor. 

The mart had forward 3,939 sheep
comprising 682 prime hoggs, 1,275
spring lambs and 1,982 cast ewes
and rams at the weekly sale on
Thursday, June 10.
Another nice entry of cast cows

forward, with a competitive trade
met for all classes. More numbers
needed weekly to fulfil demand.
Topping the sale at £1,146.75 was
a Limousin cow from GOM
Famelton, Horseholm, Gilsland,
which also achieved top per kilo of
166p. Angus cows to 144p from A
Taylor & Son, Hopestead, Eye-
mouth.
A larger show of 1,275 new season

spring lambs. A super show of
lambs, full of meat, forward to a
full ringside of very competitive
buyers, ensuring all classes were
well bid for. Heavy lambs were the
trade of the day again, with many
pens surpassing £170+. Heavy
lambs, best Beltex export and best
Beltex small lambs are still in mas-
sive demand, while commercial ex-
port lambs were easier on the week.
Top price per kilo of 371p for

Texel from CJ Roots, Kilnford Croft,

Dumfries. Top per head of £194
for Texels from HG Woodmass,
Harene, Linstock. Overall average
319.8p (SQQ 316.4p).
Principal prices (per kilo): Texel

371p Kilnford Croft, 357p Harene,
355p Cubbyhill, 350p 6 Stonehouse
& Kimmeter Green & High Stenries.
Suffolk 343p & 342p & 339p &
338p & 337p & 333p Carsegowan,
333p Badoney Road. Beltex 337p
Kilnford Croft. Mule 329p Syke
Head. Dorset 314p Hazelbank.
Charollais 307p Knowe.
A smaller show of 682 prime hog-

gs was forward. Well-fleshed hoggs
sold to recent high rates, with leaner
hoggs harder to cash.
Topping the sale per kilo at 290p

for Texels from G Shankland, East
Raffles, Dumfries, who sold Texels
to 270p & 265p.
Top price per head was £155 for

Texels from R Sanderson, Smerral,
Caithness & TN & F Cowan, The
Ash, Roadhead. Overall sale average
216.9p (SQQ 225.2p).
Principal prices (per kilo): Texel

290p & 270p & 265p East Raffles,
273p The Hagg, 262p Cobble Hall

Barn, 261p West End. Herdwick
259p North Boig. Beltex 256p
Broomhills.  Cheviot 256p Carterton,
253p & 245p Mallsgate, 2052p
Carterton Cottage, 241p Catslack-
burn. Blackface 256p North Boig,
243p Patties Hill. Suffolk 248p
North Boig. Mule 241p Shield.
Swaledale 230p Burnhouse.
A similar show of 1,982 ewes

was forward. All classes were a
similar trade to the previous week’s
blistering rates of return and more
are needed weekly to satisfy an
ever-growing customer base.
Heavy ewes topped at £214 for

Texels from HG Woodmass, Harene,
Linstock. 
Hill ewes topped at £125 for

Cheviots from Wynholm Farms,
Wynholm, Lockerbie, who also sold
Cheviots to £115.
Rams were in massive demand

again, being short of buyers’ re-
quirements and topped at £202 for
Texels from Messrs Phillips, Nether-
hill, Roadhead, who also sold Texels
to £195.

Around the marts

Involve producers
in trade deals: call

June 30 deadline
for agri-scheme
SCOTTISH farmers are 
reminded they have until
June 30 to apply for the
2021 round of the 
A g r i - E n v i r o n m e n t 
Climate Scheme (AECS).
After concerted efforts by
NFU Scotland to highlight
the dangers of a gap in agri-
environment support, a lim-
ited AECS round opened
earlier this year.
The restricted 2021 round
focuses on designated sites,
organics, management sup-
porting farmland waders,
corn buntings and corn-
crakes, slurry stores and 
improving public access.
Applicants have been 
encouraged by the govern-
ment to ensure applications
are endorsed by the relevant
project officer to support their
claims for waders and corn
bunting.
The union continues to urge
the government to provide
clarity on future agri-
environment management to
secure farmers’ confidence
as they deliver on biodiversity
and climate change out-
comes, while producing high
quality, sustainable food.
Andrew Connon, vice-
president, said: “The scheme

is vital in supporting farmers
to tackle the twin crises of
climate change and biodi-
versity loss.
“It supports farmers to 
deliver essential environ-
mental benefits, including
peatland management, pro-
tecting vulnerable species
and providing habitats for
pollinators on farm.
“The scheme has huge

buy-in from the sector, evi-
denced by the 3,000 partici-
pants but this support is at
risk unless future schemes
run on a fully-funded basis.
“We encourage the new
government to make deci-
sions on the future schemes
a priority and give a 
clear commitment on agri-
environment support.” 

SCOTLAND’S farming, food
and drink industry and its
supply chain have written to
Liz Truss, secretary of state
for international trade, about
the free trade agreement being
negotiated between the UK
and Australia.
There are 14 signatories, 

including NFU Scotland’s chief
executive Scott Walker. 
The letter calls on her to

progress a number of issues as
a matter of urgency:
We ask that you establish a

more rigorous and meaningful
process of engagement and con-
sultation with industry on all
free trade agreements, starting
immediately with Australia.
Currently, we feel extremely

disconnected to the process and
are concerned that agreements
are reached without full knowl-
edge of the implications, both
positive and negative, for the agri-
cultural and wider food sector;
We urge you to publish 

your response to the Trade and
Agriculture Commission’s 
report and move quickly to 
implement the recommenda-

tions, particularly in relation to
putting it on a statutory foot-
ing.
The commission should have

a critical role in scrutinising all
potential free trade agreements
and, in doing so, at a point in
the process which is meaningful
and before such agreements 
being signed and ratified.
This will help ensure any

agreement upholds and protects
our environmental, animal wel-
fare and food safety standards;

We ask that you urgently 
undertake a rigorous assessment
of the cumulative impact of all
the free trade agreements you
are seeking to negotiate, with a
particular focus on Australia,
New Zealand, Canada and the
United States.
All agreements will have dif-

ferent implications for different
sectors. It’s vital we are able to
understand the full implications
rather than looking at individual
agreements in isolation.

The signatories have asked to
meet Ms Truss urgently to dis-
cuss these issues in more detail.
The signatories include: James
Withers, chief executive, 
Scotland Food & Drink; Scott
Walker, chief executive, NFUS;
Alan Clarke, chief executive,
Quality Meat Scotland; Jen
Craig, chairperson, National
Sheep Association Scotland;
Jimmy Buchan, chief executive,
Scottish Seafood Association;
Tim Bailey, chief executive,
SAOS; Patrick Krause, chief
executive, Scottish Crofting
Federation; Alan McNaughton,
president, Scottish Association
of Meat Wholesalers; Martin
Reid, director for Scotland,
Road Haulage Association; 
Colin Smith, chief exec-
utive, Scottish Wholesalers 
Association; Neil Wilson, 
executive director, Institute of
Auctioneers and Appraisers in
Scotland; Andy McGowan,
managing director, Scottish Pig
Producers; Shelagh Hancock,
chief executive, First Milk; and
Archie Gibson, executive 
director, Agrico UK.

Scott Walker, NFUS chief executive, is one of the signatories on the letter

Andrew Connon, NFUS vice-
president, says the scheme is vital
in supporting farmers
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Eskdale road upgrade
for timber transport

Celebrate
Bob’s art
WELCOME to Langholm hosts
a retrospective celebration of
the work of Bob McLure who
died a year ago.
It runs from next Monday,

June 21 to Thursday, July 15.
The hub is open from 10am

to 2pm Monday to Saturday.
The paintings are not for sale

but donations will go to 
Pancreatic Cancer UK.

____________________

CCTV plan
submitted
THE planning application 
for the CCTV cameras in 
Newcastleton has been submit-
ted.
Keith Brough told the com-

munity council that a change
had been made to the location
of the hub.
It would now go into 

Buccleuch House rather than
the filling station.
This would give a significant

financial saving because it could
use the internet in Buccleuch
House.

Sections of the B709 and B6357 north of Copshaw improved
FOUR sections of the B709
between Langholm and the
Dumfries and Galloway border
are to be upgraded through a
timber transport scheme.
This work and other projects

in the region, which improve
the transport of timber, were
awarded more than £319,000
by the Scottish government.
The cash boost, to the council

and the community in Corsock,
north of Castle Douglas, is 
co-financed and drawn from the
Strategic Timber Transport Fund,
managed by Scottish Forestry.
The funding goes mostly to

upgrade minor roads, improving
surfaces, widening corners,
adding traffic-calming measures
or providing passing places.
All these measures will help

keep the flow of timber moving
to market and reduce impacts
on communities.
The one-off award of £5,000

has been given to Corsock for
speed signs at either end of the
village on the busy A712 road.
In the Scottish Borders the

B6357 from Kirndean to Florida,
the main link between 
Bonchester Bridge and 
Newcastleton and the main route
from the Kielder area heading
west, will be upgraded.
On the B711 at Buccleuch,

which runs west from the A7
just south of Hawick, will have
1,785 metres of road resurfaced,

along with ditching works and
the replacement of a cattle grid.
In total, £315,000 has been

awarded to the Scottish Borders
for the improvements.

Imperative
Màiri McAllan, minister for

environment, biodiversity and
land reform, said: “A green 
recovery from the COVID-19

pandemic is imperative.
“As part of that, we are com-

mitted to supporting our forestry
sector, given its role in our tran-
sition to net zero.
“The sector also provides thou-

sands of jobs and generates
about £1 billion to our economy
each year.
“By improving our timber

transport network, we can help
the industry get its timber to
market and ensure economic
benefits continue.
“It will also reduce the effects

timber lorries can have on small
communities.”
As well as the B709, the B7076

at Dryfeholm and Steven’s Croft
will be improved.

Officer
The funding will also pay for

the continued employment of a
timber transport project officer
who advises on and helps with
generating projects.
In the past five years the gov-

ernment has invested about
£41m through the fund into

more than 200 timber transport
projects, helping more than 55m
tonnes of timber get to market.
Scottish Forestry was created

on April 1 after forestry was
devolved to Scottish ministers.
It is responsible for delivering

forestry policy, regulation, grants
incentives, technical forestry
advice and cross-border arrange-
ments.

IN BRIEF

A GROUP of neighbours from Henry Street
South and Moodlaw Point have gathered  
together to take over the council flowerbed
on Jenitie’s Green.
The garden had become overgrown with weeds

and uncared-for plants and the previous  incum-
bents no longer tended the flowerbed.
The group approached the community council

and they had no objections to the responsiblity
being taken away from them.
The first job was to tackle the weeds, remove

the dead plants and prune back those which had

become a bit wayward. A collection was then
made around 30 houses in the vicinity and plants
were purchased.
Mainly perennial plants were the order of the

day to keep the maintenance to a minimum.
The group was very grateful to receive a 

donation of about 20 plants from Iain Waldie of
Caroline Street.
A new bike was also added to the makeover.
All that remains to do now is a bit of occasional

weeding and watering during Langholm’s 
scorching                                summer.

The
E & L Gallery

born in 1848 ...... and still going strong!

Send us your photographs!
Every week we publish a reader’s photo on
our Gallery page. This can be taken on a
phone or a camera. Submit your photos to
the Editor who will select the best for
publication. Let us know what camera or
phone you took it on.
Email them to sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
or drop a printed copy into our office at 
54 High Street, Langholm.

Photo by: Caitlin Weatherstone

The funding will help to improve the state of minor roads and get the tim-
ber transported out of the forests

Green-fingered neighbours
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Mairi McAllan, minister for environ-
ment, biodiversity and land reform

Some of the Moodlaw Point gang who have taken responsibility for the flowerbed on Jenitie’s Green



C&D Rural are the local
property specialists. They
are expanding rapidly 
with two new employees 
appointed recently at their
Longtown office, strength-
ening the youthful dynamic
team already in place.
Their services include:
Estate agency offering the
best of traditional agency 
advice and support combined
with the best of e-marketing.
C&D Rural manager Louisa
McElroy said: “The property
market is vibrant, with prop-
erties under £500,000 flying
off the shelf and a strong 
enquiry for the more expensive
properties.
“Farms are very scarce and
planting land has reached

record values.”
C&D Rural currently have

special offers, with heavily
discounted fees for new  
instructions.
Letting agent and property
management services with
competitively-priced Property
Management Packages ensure
they find the perfect solution
for every landlord.
From tenant find to rent col-
lection to full management 
options, we aim to develop
long-term client relationships.
Lettings agent Adam Roe
added: “Unlike many agents,
we don’t operate on a first-
come first-served basis which
means we ensure we find the
right tenant for your property.”
Land agency advising on all

aspects of land management,
compulsory purchase, landlord
and tenant, diversification,  sub-
sidies and compliance for both
landowners and tenants.
C&D Rural offer a full 

spectrum of rural consultancy
services, enabling them to gain
a comprehensive understanding
of their client’s business and 
assist them in all matters across
their business. With the rapidly
changing rural scene, with more
emphasis on “public goods for
public money”.
Coronavirus has produced
many challenges, with the land
agency and support staff all
working from home.
Fortunately, their data are
cloud-based and business has
been brisk but gradually nor-
mality is returning and they are
pleased to call on clients by 
appointment.
They have found so many buy-
ers from down south looking to
relocate in this area.
In addition, because supply is
limited, property is selling for
more than its initial value as buy-
ers are scared they will miss out.

Eric Hagan Opticians
has gone from strength 
to strength since opening in
Longtown in September 2003.
They provide an independent,
family-run and patient-centred
service in the community, pro-
viding eye care to Longtown,
Langholm, Canonbie and sur-
rounding areas.
Eric completed his degree in
Ophthalmic Optics at Bradford
University and moved to
Carlisle in 1984 and has a spe-
cialist post-graduate qualifica-
tion in Ocular Therapeutics
after clinical training at the
Cumberland Infirmary.
He can advise on treatments
for dry eyes, blepharitis and
other acute and chronic eye
conditions and supply products
to alleviate symptoms.
The practice has wheelchair
access, the staff are welcoming
and friendly and the aim is to

ensure each patient has the best
experience possible.
Eric is very keen to encourage
a more pro-active and holistic
approach to eye health, with
the emphasis on helping 
patients understand the effects
of poorer vision and how to
solve any issues they may have.

Eric is supported by dispens-
ing optician Mike Rice and
customers will be greeted by
Alison or Tracy on reception.
Clients can be guaranteed a
friendly welcome from them
all.
Eric says his philosophy is
simple:
“When it comes to my 

patients, I am here to offer the
highest standard professional
eyecare.
“As a conscientious 
optometrist, I take time to listen
to their concerns and require-
ments and make recommen-
dations for their eyecare and
eye health.
“I use a mix of traditional

and modern technology to
achieve optimum results, and
aim to offer total peace of mind
and satisfaction.
“Continuity of care is very
important and I’m always
pleased to see my patients
return year after year.”

BIKESEVEN Cycle Service
centres offer friendly service
and are distributors of bicycles
and accessories in Longtown
and Carlisle.
Bikeseven Cycle Centres 
remain open as services for
customers from both sides of
the border.
New arrivals of pedal and
pedal-assist bicycles arrive
daily - please check in stores
for details.
Since 2009 they have devel-
oped strong relationships with
parts’ suppliers; at this critical
time this helps to keep delays
on many repairs to a minimum, 

despite the effects of Brexit
and the pandemic. Stocks are
vast and wide.
Unique choice for quality 
E-bikes from trusted brands
with friendly Cytech, Bosch,
Shimano certified service sup-
port - Bikeseven Cycle service:
Cube, Fantic, Kalkhoff, Knaap,
Kona, MBM, MiRider, Ridge-
back, Saracen and more.
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Longtown: bustling little market town

Part of Longtown’s history, Arthuret Church
Photo: Gavin Graham

The bridge over the River Esk at LongtownA floral Longtown High Street 
Photo: David Ambridge:

Cochranes Nurseries ● Longtown ● Carlisle ● CA6 5LZ ● Tel: 01228 791220

OPENING HOURS:
Monday-Friday 9-5 | Saturday 9-4

GARDEN PLANTS

� Great selection of shrubs, herbaceous plants,
roses, alpines, trees and annuals.

HOMEGROWN PRODUCE

� In our shop we receive deliveries of fresh fruit
and vegetables daily but what we really pride
ourselves on is our homegrown produce. 
Our speciality is our homegrown tomatoes and
strawberries grown throughout the summer. The
tomatoes and strawberries are very popular and
bring customers from quite a distance to buy them.

WEDDING FLOWERS

� Cochranes Nurseries has a long- established
reputation for high quality wedding flowers. We offer
a wide range of items to suit your wedding flower
requirements offering bouquets, buttonholes and
cake/ table flowers.

SYMPATHY FLOWERS

� We know that saying goodbye to a loved one is a
difficult time however flowers are often a way of
saying what cannot be expressed in words.

Call us for a FREE, no-obligation market appraisal!

Cumbria: 01228 792299 Dumfriesshire & The Borders: 013872 13155
E:office@cdrural.co.uk W:www.cdrural.co.uk

Like us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/cdrural

Grant Scheme Applications
Estate management
Landlord and Tenant
Basic Payment Scheme
Sales & Lettings
Valuations

We offer comprehensive Sales
and Lettings services across

Cumbria, Dumfries &
Galloway and The Borders

including:

High quality photography
No-upfront costs
Accompanied viewings
Dedicated personal support
from one of our agents
Hybrid marketing

ANNANLONGTOWN Phone: 07928 295110
Sewing Repairs and Tailoring Alterations

Ironing (Annan only) and Stain Removal
Jeans ● Leather Jackets ● Curtains ● Zips ● Dresses ● Skirts

Same quality service ● your satisfaction is our future
PROFESSIONAL LEATHER JACKET REPAIRS ● WEDDING DRESS ALTERATIONS

1 HOUR SERVICE AVAILABLE AT NO EXTRA COST
Email: ismaildeab82@gmail.com

137 HIGH STREET, ANNAN 54 ENGLISH STREET, LONGTOWN

TOP STITCHES

THE bustling market town of Longtown sits on a major crossroads
which makes it an ideal location for people from all points to  
visit.

The pleasing, planned town has wide streets and a variety of
shops and other businesses.

With being so close to the Scottish border, Carlisle, the M6 mo-
torway and a vast rural hinterland of farms and small villages, it
has grown into a significant commercial centre.

Its history and culture are also an attraction as is its fine
sandstone bridge, riverside walks and St Michael’s and All Angels
church, known as Arthuret church for its connection with King
Arthur.  Stop a while and have a browse. You’ll be pleasantly
surprised.

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

Cochranes Nurseries
COCHRANES Nurseries is
a small family business
which was first established
in 1906 by Margaret and
Anne’s grandad, Thomas
Cochrane.
Previously, he was at 

Burnside Nurseries. Deliveries
were made by horse and cart.
In March 2019 they extended

the shop to create more space
for customers to help them
self-serve as well as extra
space for the staff to make up
bouquets and funeral arrange-
ments.
In the shop they receive 

deliveries of fresh fruit and
vegetables daily but they really
pride themselves on their
home-grown produce, their
speciality being tomatoes and
strawberries throughout the
summer.
They are so popular that it’s

not uncommon for customers
to travel a distance to buy
them.
Also popular in the spring

and summer are the vast 
variety of bedding plants from
plants to fill containers and
baskets to a selection more

suited to flowerbeds and 
borders.
They also supply a range of

hanging baskets to suit colour
scheme and budget. 
Cochranes has a long-

established reputation for high-
quality wedding flowers.
They offer a wide range of

items to suit your wedding
flower requirements of bou-
quets, buttonholes and cake /
table flowers.
Customers can browse

through a selection of design
books in the shop and work
with the floristry team to design
their own. 

There is a magnificent array of fruit
and vegetables at Cochranes
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Demand remains high at
Langholm’s repair shop

Camper
friendly
NEWCASTLETON community
councillors do not want to stop
visitors from staying overnight
at Whithaugh Pool but want
people to use the public toilets
and take their rubbish home or
use the bins.
They had been asked to con-

sider putting up signs to keep
campers away but were con-
cerned that would make them
look “unfriendly”.
Greg Cuthbert, chairman, said

the signs should ask day visitors
to respect the area and use the
toilets and bins but he wasn’t
sure how to cover overnight
parking.
The toilets should stay open

for longer, from 7am to 10pm,
to cater for campers. They were
on a time-lock and the time
could be extended.
He said: “We could have a lot

of people using Whithaugh Pool
this summer.
“We don’t want to be seen as

an unfriendly village but we
want them to use the toilets and
clear up their rubbish.”
Ashley Thomson said there

was only one small bin at the
pool and there should be decent
bins to encourage people to use
them.
Greg thought they could buy

some bins but Lyndsay said the
council wouldn’t empty them
if they weren’t council bins.
Greg proposed they write to

their ward councillors for more
bins.

____________________

Nuclear
fusion bid
FORMER nuclear power station
Chapelcross has been shortlisted
as one of the potential locations
for a new prototype fusion 
power plant.
The UK Atomic Energy 

Authority (UKAEA) has 
announced that it is included
as a possible site for a Spherical
Tokamak for Energy Production
(STEP).
UKAEA will lead the delivery

of sustainable fusion energy
which has the potential to play
a critical role in the long-term
fight against climate change.
STEP is an ambitious pro-

gramme to design and build a
prototype fusion power plant,
targeting 2040.
Its objective is to move fusion

from research and development
to design and delivery.
An assessment process will

now begin of all the locations
which made the STEP shortlist.
A decision will be made at the
end of 2022.

ONE of the most success-
ful figurine repair work-
shops in the UK is cele-
brating 20 years in busi-
ness in Langholm.
Glenfirra Repairs’ customers
come from all over the British
Isles and in 2021 its skilled
workforce is busier than ever.
The company, now based
in Well Close, is the only 
officially-appointed restorer
of Border Fine Arts figurines.
It was set up by Denis Male
with the help of John 
Hammond, former owner of
Border Fine Arts, whose 
figurines were popular world-
wide.
Its inception was prompted
by the huge number of bro-
ken pieces which were sent
to BFA by owners looking to
have them repaired.
Denis said: “BFA did not
have the staff to take away
from production to do the re-
pairs so I started Glenfirra.
“There were initially 300
pieces wating to be restored.
“We moved to our first work-
shop behind Network West’s
shop and café and it took us
three to four months to get
ready.
“I set it up with Drew 
Weatherstone and Jane
Lodge initially, although she
had to leave, and Jock 
Dinwoodie.
“Our staff were former BFA
employees and we’ve been 
fortunate over the years to
have people, who were
trained by BFA, join us.
“Sandra Maxwell, who was

with them for 35 years, and
Anne Edgar work for us and
Tricia Little was with us for a
long time.”
Denis offers high praise to
his workforce, saying: “I’m
fortunate that they have a
tremendous work ethic and
love their jobs.
“The way they work with
our customers is brilliant.
Some of them give us choco-
lates and wine.”
Customers call or email

and, once they have sent
photos of their damaged fig-
urines, they are sent an esti-
mated cost of repair.
The staff also repair other
items, not only BFA. It could
be a broken plate or a handle
from a cup but Denis reckons
about 40 per cent of their
work is BFA.
They are currently so in 
demand that it’s taking eight
weeks rather than the usual
four to deliver items back to

their customers.
Denis said: “We expected
it to calm down in the summer
but it’s been fantastic.
“We deal with a lot of people
who collect and buy and sell
and they’ve been buying a
lot during the pandemic.
“They buy broken pieces,
send them to us for repair
and then sell them on. They
are guaranteed to be 100
per cent perfect after repair.”
Denis can still buy the same
materials and paint used 
originally by BFA. He buys
the primary colours and the
staff mix them to achieve the
colours they need.

Skill
He added: “Sandra mixes
her own paint and it’s a real
skill to match it with the 
original colours.”
Denis has just repaired a
large ceramic clown which
arrived with several broken
pieces and it took him 20
hours to put it back together.
It’s not unusual now to get
larger, more valuable pieces
which have been damaged
as well as the smaller items.
Glenfirra now also works
with sculptor Kirsty Armstrong
of Brampton.
She makes squirrels, which
are cast by a company in
the Lake District, and come
to Glenfirra to be painted.
At Christmas they make
holly wreaths and a firm in
Annan took 200 to 300 last
year and has ordered 250
for this year.
Another project, which 

Denis has not yet had time
to develop, is making fish
hooks.
The company’s situation is
very much changed from a
couple of years ago when
Denis said they were working
from week to week.
They currently have two to
three months’ worth of work
in the workshop.
He believes the business
has benefited during the            pan-
demic.
“People have cleared out
their attics and found broken
things. The result of that is
they’ve decided to get them
repaired.
“We were closed for part of
last year and from Christmas
to February this year but,
with a government grant, we
have survived and the fact
we’re so busy now is a side-
effect of COVID-19.”

Denis fixes the tears of a clown as Glenfirra bucks the trend 

Denis Male of Glenfirra sets about reuniting this clown with his saxophone

IN BRIEF

This herd of Hackneys will soon be trotting back to another satisfied Glenfirra customer after being painted in the
colours they specified

Some of the items in for repair at Glenfirra, including making a new wing
for this winged horse

One of Kirsty Armstrong’s squirrels
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OutPost Arts make a
show at the Highland

Pavement
defects
THE shocking state of the pave-
ments in Newcastleton has
prompted community council-
lors to call for action.
They want Scottish Borders
Council to send an official to
walk the streets with them and
examine the defects they have
identified.
The footpaths in Houghton
Park and Oliver Place have
been deemed not to meet the
criteria for repairs.
Greg Cuthbert, chairman, said
he took photos of the whole
area, which was laid with tarmac
but was now loose stones.
He wanted to get someone
from the council to come down
and explain their responsibility
for the area.
He said: “They need to look
at the pavements and walk
around with us.
“There’s such a rough surface
along by the Spar; it’s not broken
up but very uneven where it’s
sunk.
“The pavement in North 
Hermitage Street is in a poor
condition and it’s the main pave-
ment in our main street. Scott
Street is appalling. They’ll wait
until someone hurts themselves.
“Some of the tobies are miss-
ing; one for years. We also need
to look at the drainage and the
metal drains.”
Lyndsay Patterson said some-
one needed to look outside the
Olive Tree and where Joan 
Robson lived. She had fallen
outside the café.
She added: “It’s an accident
waiting to happen. It’s very 
unstable.”
____________________

Community
toolkit

A NEW community events
toolkit is providing a valuable
new resource for the events sec-
tor in Dumfries and Galloway.
The council has published the
new guide to safely planning
and delivering events.
It is available now at
www.dumgal.gov.uk.
The toolkit will be a practical
resource for volunteer event 
organisers and will encourage
new festivals and events to be
conceived and delivered.
It provides accessible helpful
information on all key aspects
of events planning and includes
downloadable risk assessments
which can be modified for each
event.
The public can request a copy
of the toolkit by emailing
events@dumgal.gov.uk

Langholm organisation in collaboration with international artist
A LANGHOLM arts organi-
sation has collaborated with
an internationally-renowned
artist to create a magnificent
mural at the Royal Highland
Show’s Ingliston showground.
The famous underpass, where
the finest livestock are led in
and out of the arena, has been
painted with the mural which
depicts farm animals, horses,
wildlife and scenes from south-
west Scotland. 
The underpass mural is a col-
laboration between OutPost Arts
of Langholm and Edinburgh
artists Ross Blair (aka Trench-
One) and Brian McFeely (aka
Elph).
Lucy MacLeod, creative 
director of OutPost Arts, said:
“We were really keen to reflect
the region’s character, its culture,
natural environment, wildlife,
agriculture and multitude of dif-
ferent landscapes. 
“It’s been a real group effort
between OutPost Arts and Ross
and Brian.
“It’s such a brilliant site for a
piece of work like this in a truly
iconic location where it will be
seen by hundreds of thousands
of people for years to come.”
Ross was in the headlines dur-
ing last week’s G7 Summit when
Prime Minister Boris Johnson
presented President Joe Biden
with a framed photo of one of
Ross’s murals, which depicts
the 19th century anti-slavery
campaigner Frederick Douglass.
The mural is on the wall of a
residential street corner in 
Edinburgh, a city where 
Douglass stayed on his tour.
Ross said the Ingliston mural
was intended to have great 
impact. 
He said: “We hope people will

go ‘wow’ as they walk towards
it and will really enjoy the sheer
variety of images and scenes,
all inspired by Dumfries and
Galloway.” 

Open style
The artists have even adopted
the sort of palette and “open
style” beloved of the Scottish
Colourists who were closely 
associated with the pretty harbour
town of Kirkcudbright. 
The Royal Highland Showcase,
in partnership with Royal Bank
of Scotland, began on Monday
and runs until Sunday.
While many of the classes are
the same and feature the best of
Scottish agriculture and rural
life, it is all taking place behind
closed doors but is being
livestreamed for free worldwide.
The artworks project was led
by Cathy Agnew for Fiona 
Armstrong, honorary president
of the Royal Highland and 
Agricultural Society of Scotland
(RHASS), and her President’s
Initiative which showcases the
best of Dumfries and Galloway’s
farming, culture and heritage.
Fiona, also a broadcaster and
writer, said: “We really wanted
to find some inspiring, fun and
imaginative ways to show off
the very best of Dumfries and
Galloway to the worldwide 
audiences who will tune in to
watch the Royal Highland
Showcase. 
“As COVID restrictions ease,
we want people everywhere to
know how much the region has
to offer.
“These two artworks empha-
sise what a beautiful, colourful
and vibrant place it is to visit
and do business.” 
A one-tonne wicker Beltie

bull, hand-sculpted by willow
artist and sculptor Trevor Leat
of Auchencairn, is a centrepiece
of the Showcase.

Fortuitous
Cathy said: “It was fortuitous
timing to be able to commission
Trevor to construct this fantastic
creature for the Showcase.
“Trevor epitomises the very
best of the craftsmanship and
creativity we have here. His
works have attracted both 
national and international ac-
claim.”
Trevor said: “I wanted to cap-
ture the character of these truly
iconic cattle: the strength, mus-
cle, power and energy of the
bull but also something of the
spirit of the Galloway hills where
they are bred and which are
their homes.”

IN BRIEF
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Places and wildlife in Dumfries and Galloway are portrayed in a mural at the Showcase

Artists Ross Blair and Brian McFeely make a grand entrance at the Royal Highland Showcase this week

Trevor Leat shows off his magnificent wicker Beltie bull to Cathy Agnew

Ross Blair and Brian McFeely depict events from the Showcase
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Times Past 

75 years: Eskdalemuir
The children of the parish were entertained to a trip to the zoo, Edinburgh. They were accompa-
nied by parents and friends. Three buses were employed for the occasion. The children collected
from the various areas, and assembled at the two schools. The morning was bright and a gay
company set off. The out-going route was via Ettrick, Gordon Arms, Innerleithen, Peebles,
where a halt was made for refreshments. The zoo was reached about midday, when lunch was
partaken of, arrangements being made previously for this. The afternoon was spent sight-seeing,
and as this annual event has been in abeyance during the war years, very few of the children had
had the opportunity of getting there, so much excitement prevailed and great interest shown. 
Before leaving they, all had tea. The return journey was via Galashiels and Selkirk, where short
halts were made, and finally at Ettrick Bridge End, all declaring they had had a delightful and
enjoyable outing. A house-to-house collection was taken to defray expenses for the children. 

50 years: Puir Things
We have heard this expression used in Langholm, particularly during the past few weeks in 
regard to young wild birds, hopping about the garden of sitting rather forlorn like as if deserted
by the parents. Now, people who take in these lost-looking fledglings to tend and look after are
being unwittingly cruel. This point is made in a news-poster issued by the Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds in co-operation with the Royal Society for the Protection of Cruelty to 
Animals. The problem is most acute at this time of the year when there are so many fledgings
about. People see a defenceless-looking object squeaking for its mother and think’s its their duty
to take care of it. Their motives are undoubtedly admirable, but what they don’t realise is that
the parent birds won’t be very far away and are very very better equipped to look after than they
are. The drill is quite simple – just leave the bird alone. As a matter of fact, it is illegal to take
any wild bird and keep it in captivity unless one obtains a licence from the Home Office or 
unless one is tending the bird because it is injured, in which case the bird must be released to the
wild when it is fit again. 

25 years: Langholm to take on Carnival Atmosphere
A grand Fancy Dress and Floats Parade will start up a week of festivities as part of Langholm’s
Community Fayre. Plans are now underway for this years Community Fayre to be held at the
Community Centre from 7th to 12th July. The parade will congregate at the Kilngreen at 1pm on
Sunday 7th July and will proceed through Langholm streets led by Langholm Town Band. Lead-
ing the Floats procession will be Mrs Mac from Take the High Road (Gwynneth Gutrhie) in a
horse-drawn carriage. The parade will arrive at the Community Centre for the Grand Opening of
the Fayre by Mrs Mac at 2pm. Many local craftspeople will be displaying their wares, there will
be demonstrations of Irish Step dancing; Round the Room dancing with the ARC, cream teas
will be provided by the WRI’s, fortune telling, face paints, pavement artistry, chance to make a
community mural, blow paints and stencils and lots more! The Community Fayre will remain
open to the public throughout the week 11am to 8pm daily until the Friday 12th July. So far there
will be 12 floats in the parade and about 30 craftspeople taking part. The organisers are most
grateful to local businesses and individuals for their time and help in supporting the event. 

100 years: Eskdale & Liddesdale Agricultural Society
A general meeting of this society was held at Langholm, Mr Common, Meikledale, presiding
over a large attendance. The financial statement showed a balance in favour of the society. It was
resolved that a single judge be appointed for the forthcoming show. A suggestion was made that
in certain classes only animals bred by the exhibitor be allowed to be shown, but the meeting 
resolved to leave the conditions as at present. It was decided that in some cases two classes be
combined, parked ewes and gimmers being shown together, and the same with half-bred ewes
and gimmers. In regard to cattle it was decided that the young bulls should be shown under two
years old. 

Nailbiting finale to the Subbuteo league in 1993 are players Matthew Birtley, Nicky Rodger, David Howard, David
Tweddle and Duncan Nawrocki

DARE DEVILMENT
We were struck dumb and
motionless. We could see her
lying on her back on top of the
bushes and not a movement.
We were sure she was dead. We
all sprang to life – some went to
see Enid and the rest of us went
to tell her mum and dad. A doc-
tor arrived and she was taken in
a car to hospital. The back seat
was big enough because Enid
was of slight build. Thank God
for those bushes. Her injuries,
although sore, were not serious
and she suffered concussion. A
few days in bed and she was
fine. That rope was never seen
again. I wonder what happened
to it?
I think I got the answer 

last week from a sermon sent to
me by the Reverend Jimmy
Beverley, George’s brother. A
sermon which was going to be
read at the Kirkin’ of the Cornet
last July. Jimmy couldn’t come
because of personal reasons. He
sent me the sermon because he
knew I was writing my mem-
oirs and there was a paragraph
which might interest me. It goes
as follows: “The plain truth is I
love Langholm in the sunshine
and the rain. I love the sight 
of Whita and Warbla and
Meilkeholm rearing their crests
above the blankets of mist. I
love the dry-sane dykes,
weather-beaten and moss cov-

ered, that separate the hersels. I
love the memories of places we
played so happily as boys –
damming the burns, roosting
tatties on stane islands we built
in the rivers. Dookin’ at the
Plump and Dumlings or the
Langholm Brig – Kitten, Cat or
Dog pools and above Gaskell’s
Walk swinging out on a rope
seeing whae could plop the fur-
thest.” (Was this our missing
rope, I wonder?!!)
“Yes, it is for sure there is

something special about the
valley of the Esk, something
very special that thousands of
miles and forty-six years cannot
diminish in the least wee bit.”

Favourite Fir Tree
Our next venture was build-

ing a platform on the top of a
freak flat-topped fir tree at the
Booglegyll. This was an area of
rapids running into a clear pool
then cascading over the rocks at
the outlet. A beautiful sight but
sadly there isn’t enough water
to give the effect today. Hill
draining and forestation have
spoiled all that.
The flat topped Scottish Pine

stood behind this pool. It was
more like a weeping willow
than a pine. We decided we
would put a platform on the top
as a vantage point in case 
Indians came. Those were our
thoughts at that age. On top of

the tree we would be at least
twenty feet above ground level.
We were like monkeys and I
doubt if a tree existed in that
wood, we had not climbed.
Being creatures of habit, our

parents knew where we would
be, the wood was just across the
Wauchope. When our parents
found where we were building
this platform it was short-lived.
The order was clear “get it
down”!! Everyone was still
worried after Enid’s escape, so
down it came. Whilst mention-
ing trees there was one massive
fir tree along Gaskill’s Walk
which the gang will never for-
get. This one was so large and
had a rotten butt like a cave to
children, if children we were at
ten years of age. I say ten years
because this is a flashback.
Memory is like that.
On wet days this was our

sanctuary, a hole like a cave
which held four of us. Large
branches spread out to keep us
dry and protected from the
winds. Those branches were as
steps on a ladder so well-spaced
were they. We spent hours at
that tree, on it or in it. Memory
is a fickle thing I know but the
tree must have reached about
seventy feet in height.

(to be continued)

Shared from Ken Archer is this photo taken around 1946 of Mary Renwick, Mrs Maud Purgavie, her daughter Lilah
and daugher-in-law Rhona with son Duncan. 

Memories and Milestones
We continue our serialisation of Tommy Beattie’s book
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HAVE you had the chance to
check out the new website link-
ing the top Robert Burns 

attractions in and around Dumfries?
In the Footsteps of Burns is a family-

friendly site which links romantic Ellisland
Farm, Friars Carse Country House Hotel
and its Hermitage, the Globe Inn, Robert
Burns House and Robert Burns Centre,
along with other tourist attractions in
and close to Dumfries, including his
mausoleum, statue, Jean Armour’s statue
and Brow Well. 

A linked Facebook page has regular
updates, and both will focus on maps
and trails to encourage more outdoor
activity and travel between sites.

Footsteps highlight what can be seen
and done at each site such as the poet’s
stool in the Globe Inn, afternoon tea at
Friars Carse Hotel, interactive displays
at the Robert Burns Centre and the
farmhouse kitchen at Ellisland.

At Ellisland Farm see where Scotland’s
bard lived and wrote some of his most
famous works.

Follow in his footsteps around Dumfries
from the house and farm he built for his
family and the riverbanks which inspired
his poetry to his favourite howff and the
home where he spent his final days.

Robert Burns arrived at Ellisland in
1788 and lived there with his wife, Jean,
and two of their children. Two more
were born during their time at the farm.

Connect with the Bard and his life at
Ellisland farm through the extensive 
collection of artefacts, memorabilia and
manuscripts housed there.

You can set off on your own journey to
see how Burns and his family were 
celebrated from the statue which 
immortalises his wife to their final resting
place in Burns’ mausoleum.

Go to burnsdumfries.co.uk

Amazing photo of a Noctule Bat at the Skippers taken by Nichola Paul of Langholm
Camera: Nikon D5600 

The E&L Gallery

In the Footsteps of Burns

Left: 
● Ellisland Farm House where you can visit one of the
more unusual attractions, the very toilet Burns would 
have used!

● The Robert Burns Centre, Dumfries

●Burns Tours of The Globe Inn in Dumfries



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

PLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

POP-UP SHOP ELECTRICIAN

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER
COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in The 
Eskdale and Liddesdale Advertiser, please come into the
office on Langholm High Street and speak to the editor,
Rachel Norris.
Alternatively, please contact the Company Secretary
by email – secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk  or by writing to:-  

The Company Secretary, Muckle Toon Media, 
Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

ADVERTISING

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES

Ring office for an excellent service on
01461 337303

On time, on budget and extremely professional

All aspects
of Testing

Rewiring

All aspects
of Electrical

WorkSolar LED
Lighting

Renewables

D

JOB VACANCY

LANGHOLM POP-UP SHOP
June 2021

■ Fri 18th June (74 High St)
Beattie’s Bakes

■ Sat 9th June (74 High St)
Little Buds Garden Nursery

■ Fri 25th & Sat 26th June (74 High St)
The Crafty Fox, Quirky Thistle, Crane Wife Textiles,
Home Baking in a Jar & Handcrafed by HLD

To book this space: Call Sharon Irving on 07862 367209
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CHIMNEY SWEEP

CUMBRIA METALS
FARM SCRAP

URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

Employers!!
• Do you have vacancies to fill?
• Are you seeking to expand your business?
We have a wide readership covering Langholm and Eskdale,
Newcastleton, Longtown, Annan and Lockerbie and very
competitive rates.

To discuss your employment needs contact us on 013873 80012 
or email sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

Advertise in the E & L....
You’ll be surprised how little it costs! 

GGRROOWW
YYoouurr BBuussiinneessss wwiitthh tthhee EE&&LL!!To

advertise
in the
E & L 

Advertiser
please call
013873
80012

Advertise with the

E&L
it’s cheaper than you think!

Call 013873 80012 for details

Scottish
Rural

Development
Programme

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
is part funded by

Dumfriesshire East
Community Benefit Group
and charitable trusts and individuals 
from the community of Langholm.

FUNDING

CCAARREE NNEEEEDDEEDD 
IINN LLAANNGGHHOOLLMM

FOR LADY NEAR BUCCLEUCH SQUARE
Half hour morning and evening for help with 

transfer between wheelchair &
bed and dressing

£8 per session initially (i.e £16 per hour) then 
negotiable.
CONTACT

MAGGY JONES, 07792 260003
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Fire Belle sets
the heather alight

Thomlinson steps into director role

Rural champs

Golf

TESSA Lumley and Marjorie Pringle from
Ewes Rural won the Stableford competition
with 47 points at the Dumfriesshire SWI
Greensomes held at Powfoot Golf Club.
The women were presented with the quaich

by Mima Telfer.
They now hope to represent Dumfriesshire

at the finals but don't yet know when or where
this will take place.

Tessa Lumley (l) and Marjorie Pringle with their Stableford trophy

Football
LANGHOLM Legion take on
the 2021/22 season with a new
structure in place.
A lot of hard work went on
behind the scenes as huge 
restructuring of the club began
in preparation for and anticipa-
tion of heading into the new
season.
With no suitable can-
didate found to replace Barry
Henderson, the outgoing team
manager, the committee felt the
job had become too big for one
person.
They set about dividing the
tasks and creating new roles to
ensure the work was more even-
ly spread, taking the onus and
most of the duties away from
team manager.
Martin Thomlinson, chairman,
steps into a director of football
role in overall charge of all 
operations for a season to see
through this transition.
Hopefully, with the backing
of a strong and enthusiastic
working committee, the job will
be more attractive in future.
There will also be a leadership
group of senior players tasked
with helping on and off the

pitch and setting the standards
for the younger ones to follow.
Training will be varied, with
many people asked and willing
to take sessions.
The objective is to have dif-
ferent voices and ideas which
will keep everything fresh and
ensure a good turnout.
The new season will, 
inevitably, throw up some post-
COVID-19 challenges such as
travelling, numbers of spectators
allowed, showering and after-
match hospitality but, hopefully,
these can be tackled positively.

At its AGM 13 people att-
ended. With no football having
been played the previous season,
there was obviously less to report
on than normal.
The finances are in reasonable
shape, although fundraising 
opportunities may be harder to
come by because of the pan-
demic.
A few good ideas were put
forward to try to help on that
front.
The election of office bearers
was held.
Martin Thomlinson, chairman
and team manager; Sarah 
Cutteridge, treasurer; Ali Little,
secretary; Billy Kinnear, match
secretary; John Reid, assistant
manager.
New roles created: training
co-ordinator Craig Cuthbert;
sponsorship secretary Iain 
Little; transport manager Derek
Johnson.
New members elected onto
the committee include David
Pool, David Borthwick, Lee 
Irving, Connor Ewart and Dan
Johnstone.
Training has started and five
friendlies are on the horizon 
before the big kick-off in mid-
August.

Bowling - New Town
THE New Town bowling club
held a club pairs competition
with 30 members, including
a number of new members,
taking part.
The winners were Nancy
McLure and Melvyn Brown.
They beat Lawson Reid and
Eric Goodfellow in the final.
The club is still taking entries
for the open singles competition

this Saturday. The draw will
be made today.
The next club competition is
a triples on Saturday, June 26.

New structure
for Legion

New Town Pairs

Bowling - Old Town
LANGHOLM Old hosted 
Eaglesfield last Thursday.
After a good night’s bowling,
the home team were the 
resounding winners by 65 shots
to 17. 
Results. J Little, S Paisley &
R Redmond 12, Eaglesfield 9.
A Wilkinson, B Jardine & L
Scott 14, Eaglesfield 2.
R Dunn, E Aitken & G 
Cuthbertson 17, Eaglesfield 4.

J McVittie, J Jackson, K Irving
22, Eaglesfield: 2.
After the game, Kevin Irving,
president, thanked Eaglesfield
for a good game and wished
them all the best for the coming
season.

Martin Thomlinson steps into the
director of football role

Winners and runners-up of the
New Town Bowling Club pairs

Eaglesfield at home

Camp delayed
Tennis
THE Canonbie Tennis Club
camp planned for this 
Saturday has been moved
to Saturday,                                       July               3.
The club will also run

lessons for children aged
four to 16, packed full of fun
games and dynamic training
for all abilities during July.
These are free and are on

Sunday, July 11, Sunday,
July 18 and Sunday, July
25.
They are planned as a

three-session programme
but children can book indi-
vidually if unable to make
all of them.
Blue stage ages 4-6,

10.30am to 11am; Red stage
ages 6-8 11am to 11.45am;
Orange stage ages 8-9
11.45am to 12.45pm;
Green/yellow stages ages
10 plus 12.45pm to 1.45pm.
Booking is essential to get

an indication of numbers.
Email canonbietennis@bt-
internet.com

Please provide the following
information: parent or
guardian details and contact
phone number and email;
children’s names and ages;
which sessions – date and
stage.
Participants will need a
drink and snack. All tennis
equipment is provided.

Trail moved to avoid midday heat
Hounds
THE hound trailers’ second visit to Walton
was moved forward to the morning to avoid
the midday heat.
Polaris was the early leader of the six seniors
over the first road. Delta Script moved to the
front just before they disappeared from view.
Back into sight and Polaris was in front of
Diggle Boy with Delta Status third and the other
runners in close order.
Polaris appeared on the finish clear of the others
to take the win comfortably.
Eight senior maidens set off and Delta Scope
was four or five lengths clear over the first road.
The big white hound was still in front when
they came back into view with Frankel and Eden
Raine for company.
Fire Belle took the lead just before they disap-
peared.
Over the brow of the hill onto the finish it was
Delta Scope, Fire Belle and Fire Lass.
The two bitches proved too much for Scope
and Fire Belle came through to win her third
senior maiden trail.
With only three runners in the pups there wasn't
much to report.
They heard Explore had 50 yards on Splendid
Sally heading into the wood but Splendid Sally
never came out.
This left Explore to win his seventh open pup
trail easily.
Five puppy maidens were led out of sight by
Delta Supreme and Sea the Stars.
Reports from outside said three were together.

Delta Supreme led them onto the finish and came
in well to claim her first ticket and win of 2021
after being off a month with injury.
Walton, Sunday, June 13
Seniors: Polaris, Fire Strike, Delta Status, Delta
Script, Diggle Boy, Matilda. 6 ran. 23.08.
Senior maidens: Fire Belle, Fire Lass, Delta
Scope, Frankel, Eden Raine, Vinny Moon. 8 ran.
23.48.
Pups: Explore, Splendid Sally. 3 ran, 2 finished.
14.16.
Puppy maidens: Delta Supreme, Fire Princess,
Cindy, Sea the Stars, Pat Moon. 5 ran. 16.41.
All in: Fire Gun, Lucky Charm, 2 ran. 15.18.

Megan Telford and Fire Belle
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Cricket
AFTER two straight defeats
Langholm 1st XI got back to 
winning ways with a six-wicket 
victory over Nunwick last 
Saturday.
Nunwick’s total of 146 was knocked

off by Langholm in the 31st over largely
because of Dave Steele's 47 not out
and Nicky P's 41.
The Nunwick skipper won the toss

and elected to bat on what looked like
a decent track.
The two visiting openers Tweedie and

Gate made a slow but solid start against
Stevie Johnstone and Dave Steele,
making his first start of the season.
The pair had added 30 before a low

bounce did for Gate when Tony Steele
bowled him for 4.
This brought Swale to the wicket and

he immediately got stuck into the home
skipper Park's bowling, hitting him for
a huge six.
With Park bowling rubbish, things got

worse when Tony Steele was unable
to continue bowling through an injury.
Langholm turned to Jay Gordon and

15-year-old Jake Park. The pair did
not let down their side.
The two Nunwick batsmen added 54

before a smart piece of keeping by
Stuart Duggan saw Swale stumped off
Gordon's bowling.
Tweedie passed his 50 but was soon

out to a Gregor Park catch off Gordon's

bowling with the score on 117 for 3 in
the 32nd over.
With the two young bowlers having

more than done their job, Langholm
brought back Johnstone and Dave
Steele into the attack.
Wickets began to fall as, firstly, 

Johnstone clean-bowled Veitch for 3,
then trapped Carrick LBW for 18, leaving
the visitors 121 for 5.
Johnstone again struck when he had

Diade LBW for 0, then clean-bowled
Gaskell for 0 to leave Nunwick 129 for 7.
No more wickets fell and Nunwick

finished on 146 for 7 after 40 overs.
In the bowling Johnstone had 4 for

14, Gordon 2 for 39 and Tony Steele 1
for 6.
Special mention to Jay Gordon and

Jake Park who stepped up to the mark
when Langholm found themselves
struggling for bowlers.

Tactics
Langholm tried a new, more attacking

opening pair than previously and the
tactic got them off to a quick start.
Gregor Park and Nicky P got stuck

into the Nunwick attack.
Park was out to a superb caught and

bowled by Carrick  for 18 with the
score on 27.
Graham Park joined Nicky and the

run rate continued to go at a decent
rate, mainly because of three huge
sixes by Nick.
The pair added 51 before Nick was

LBW to Booker for 41.

Dave Steele and Park added 12 before 
Booker found the leading edge of Park's
bat, giving Carrick the catch.
Duggan was trapped LBW with the

score on 96 for 4. Tony Steele, with a
runner, joined his brother at the wicket
and these two looked to ease
Langholm's slight wobble.
Runs became hard to score, especially

with the younger Steele coming down
with cramp.
As his cramp began to ease, Dave

found his rhythm and the boundary
with some great shots as Langholm
neared the Nunwick total.
Victory was secured with a Tony

Steele 6 in the 31st over with Dave 47
not out and Tony 12 not out. 
A great win for Langholm. Let’s hope

all the injuries clear up or more young-
sters will be able to prove their worth
this weekend.

Second win for
Ewart and Empire

Horseracing
EMPIRE De Maulde record-
ed his second win this year
for James Ewart Racing at
Aintree last Friday.

The seven-year-old was sent
off as 7/2 favourite in the hands
of Brian Hughes in a three-
mile, one furlong handicap
chase.

He was hampered at the first
fence but by the 12th of the 19
fences he had moved up into
third place.

He took the lead two fences
from home and soon pulled
clear of the eight-strong field.

While he made a good jump
at the last, he stumbled but
kept his lead to win by five
and a half lengths.

The horse previously won  
under Rachael McDonald at
Kelso in January, taking the
novices’ limited handicap chase
over two miles, six and a half
furlongs by a length and three

quarters.
At Hexham last Saturday For

Three, also ridden by Hughes,
came second in the handicap
hurdle over two miles.

The horse was beaten to the
post by two and a quarter
lengths by the 11/4 favourite
Follow Your Fire, trained by
Jennie Candlish and ridden by
Sean Quinlan.

Jamie Gormley was beaten
into second place in a six-
furlong handicap at Carlisle on
Monday – by a horse called
Langholm.

Gormley was on the 50/1 shot
French Red, trained by Iain
Jardine and owned by J Hay, F
Steele and Jardine.

He chased the winner in the
latter stages but made no 
impression to come in three
and a quarter lengths adrift.

The vet said after the race
that the horse had lost a shoe.

Langholm is trained by
Michael Dods and was ridden
by Connor Beasley.

Back to winning
ways for First XI

E&L
SPORT

Olympian visit

Chris Bennett, Olympic hammer thrower, visits Langholm to present a trophy to the winning athletics team

Athletics
AN ATHLETICS team from Langholm Academy finally
received official recognition for a championship win during
a visit by an Olympic athlete.

Chris Bennett, hammer thrower, dropped into the school to
present the trophy the team had won 16 months ago at the
Scottish Athletics giant heptathlon for secondary schools.

The planned visit had been put on hold because of COVID-
19.

Bennett competed for TeamGB at the 2016 Olympic Games
in Rio and has high hopes of being selected for TeamGB at the
games in Tokyo this summer.

Before presenting the team with their trophy, he talked about
his life as an Olympic athlete, answered their questions and
offered advice for young athletes.

He then made a surprise visit to meet the children in P5, P6
and P7 who had plenty of questions to ask him about his sport
and career.

Empire de Maulde won at Kelso in January
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