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FARMING

Farmers’ voices to
be heard at COP26

A PROJECT is underway
in south-west Scotland to
bring together farmers of
many shapes and sizes with
council representatives.
Full story: Page 6
SPORT

Giants of
heptathlon again

LANGHOLM Academy
pupils have retained their
Scottish Athletics giant heptathlon national champions’
title.

Full story: Page 15
SPORT

Online Subscriptions to
the E&L Advertiser
now available from only
£1 per week

A new way to read the
‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and
available to read anytime
and anywhere
using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet
and laptop.
log on to
www.eladvertiser.co.uk
Full story: Page

COVID-19 puts paid to
second Common Riding
Established May 1848
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Members reluctantly cancel Langholm’s 2021 event

LANGHOLM
Common
Riding is cancelled for the
second year running, the E&L
Advertiser can reveal.
The members of Langholm
Common Riding met on Monday
to discuss the arrangements for
this year’s event.
It was decided that, as with
last year and with equal regret,
Common Riding 2021 would
be cancelled.
They will hold another meeting
this month to finalise various
arrangements, including the possibility of a concert with presentations to diamond jubilee,
jubilee, and semi-jubilee Cornets
as well as the laying of a wreath
at the war memorial on Sunday,
July 25.
It was agreed to sponsor the
hound trail and Langholm Horse
Racing Association meetings
planned for Saturday, July 31.
The members will, once again,
ensure the boundaries are marked
at some point.
The decision comes as cases
of COVID-19 continue to rise
in Langholm and Eskdale.
Social interaction is being
linked to the rise in cases in
Dumfries and Galloway.
There were 209 new cases in
the week ending June 25 compared with 162 the previous
week.
Of those cases reported, three
were in Langholm and Eskdale,
although it is believed the true
figure is higher.
NHS Dumfries & Galloway
says interaction during the
European football champi-

The members of Langholm Common Riding will ensure that the boundaries are marked at some point

onships is among the factors
contributing to an increasing
number of cases.
In Annandale and Eskdale
Eastriggs has 20 cases, Annan
East has six, Annandale East
has five, Lochmaben, Gretna
and Moffat have five, while in
Lockerbie and Annandale West
the virus is suppressed.
Dr Andrew Rideout, consultant
in public health, said: “The Delta
variant is more transmissible so
it doesn’t take very much for it
to move from person to person.
“That’s why it’s so important

we continue to follow the
guidance on distancing, handwashing and wearing face coverings while our vaccination
programme has the time to complete first and second doses and
give the highest degree of protection.”

Transmissable

New data reveal just how transmissible the variant is.
Dr Rideout added: “Our new
data show 58 per cent of people,
who were identified as close
contacts of someone with

COVID-19, developed the virus
themselves.
“A total of 61 per cent of positive cases resulted through nonhousehold and non-workplace
encounters.
“We’re dealing with a number
of cases which resulted from
interaction during the Euros
which may have made it
more difficult to ensure we were
strictly adhering to the rules.
“It’s so important we follow
them at all times to limit the
spread and the resulting impact
on our communities.

“We’re seeing people of various ages being admitted to hospital with COVID-19.
“The response to increased
cases puts real pressures on the
ability of services to operate
and businesses to function.
“A key to all this is taking up
quick and easy opportunities to
get tested.
“This is particularly true if
you plan to meet people as rules
allow or travel outwith the
region.
> Turn to Page 2
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Thanks for Sympathy
GRANT

Jock, Kate, Libby, Fiona and families would like
to thank all for the many kind expressions of
sympathy, cards and flowers received following
their recent sad bereavement.
Thanks also to the staff at Thomas Hope Hospital,
Langholm Health Centre and C.A.S.S carers for
their support, Rev R. Pickles, piper Ian Bell,
David Erskine and those who attended at the
cemetery.
Also Cochrane’s Nurseries for the beautiful flowers,
the sum of £450 as donations was sent to Friends
of Thomas Hope Hospital.

Funeral Services

Funeral
Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service
New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine

Church Notices

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE
PARISH CHURCHES
Liddesdale Church
welcomes you to
Worship on Sunday
mornings at 10am
and
Canonbie Church
at 11:30am
Worshippers will be
required to adhere to
Covid restrictions.
If you are seeking
pastoral support or
wish to arrange a
wedding or baptism
please contact Rev
Morag Crossan on
07861736071 or email
mcrossan@
churchofscotland.org.uk

Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm
Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

LANGHOLM,
ESKDALEMUIR,
EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

Langholm 10am

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

J. & A. Hodgson
Independent Family Funeral Directors
134 High Street, Annan
A Caring Family Firm
Caring for your family
Private Rest Room
For 24 hour caring personal service

Tel. 01461 205920

Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors Member
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available on request

share the news of any..........

• engagements
• marriages
• anniversaries
• births
• thank yous
• congratulations

Contact us on 013873 80012
sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser is part funded by the
above organisations along with charitable trusts and
individuals from the community of Langholm.

Wildflower trial
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Church Services
Sunday 4th July

Westerkirk
Communion 1.30pm

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.
Social Distancing
will be observed.
Please wear masks.
Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 80859.
Mobile. 07543 179469
Charity no. SCO11946

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Site for native flora in Newcastleton

PART of the riverside in
Newcastleton is being trialled as
a wildflower site.
The strip of land runs from Mid
Liddle Street downstream to the
bridge at Tollbar Cottage.
Scottish Borders Council is seeking
the public’s help in promoting and
protecting areas of wildflowers in
the region.
This is part of the council’s plan to
promote more biodiversity in the
Borders’ greenspaces and provide
solutions to the challenges presented
by climate change.
A number of designated wildflower
sites have since been developed as
a result of this increased focus on
protecting the environment and in
response to the public’s changing
attitudes towards their environment.
A Friends of the Earth study commissioned in 2017 found that 81
per cent of British people would
support more wildflower areas in
parks and roadside verges.
With a view to increasing the number
of wildflower areas, the council is
working closely with In Bloom and
community groups to undertake
trials of wildflower cultivation.
Various trial sites have produced
encouraging results in helping produce a diverse range of wildlife to
date.

Orchids

One such site, near the council’s
HQ in Newtown, has seen a native
colony of Northern Marsh orchids
flourish.
The council is eager to receive feedback from the public and get input
to identify more potential sites which
could be turned into grassland or
wildflower meadows.
This is a result of a wider review of
its services to adopt more sustainable
ways of working, as outlined in the
forthcoming Climate Change Route
Map.
Since 2019, particular services have

The grass riverbank in Newcastleton is being trialled as a wildflower site

been changed to reduce their overall
environmental impact. This has
included reducing the frequency of
grass-cutting in certain locations.
These designated naturalised spaces
are left to grow long and will be
only cut once or twice a year to
provide a more suitable habitat for
insects, plants and other wildlife to
thrive.
Promotion of these spaces is vital
in helping key pollinators, including
bees and butterflies thrive and supports their ability to create and
maintain ecosystems fundamental
to everyday life.
Councillor Robin Tatler, executive
member for community development
and localities, said: “When left to
grow, wildflowers help sustain a
diverse range of insects, wildlife
and plants.

how we can become more sustainable and environmentally friendly.
“By cutting grass in certain areas
less often, we’re helping to promote
a wider range of wildlife and take
positive steps towards tackling climate change.”
The public can get in touch by
filling out an online form at
www.scotborders.gov.uk/neighbour
hoodservices
A full list of sites where wildflower
mixes are being trialled can be
found
at
www.scotborders.gov.uk/info/20013/
environment/849/grasscutting_and_
bedding_plant_provision_faqs/2

Colourful

“Not only do they brighten up our
villages and towns with a colourful
array of flora and fauna but also
have a really significant biodiversity
impact as well.
“We’re committed to looking at

Give vaccines a chance: appeal
> From Page 1

“Twice-weekly testing is available everywhere in Scotland for
free.
“There’s a range of easy to access
means, including picking up a kit
from a pharmacy.
“Our vaccination programme is
going really well and we’re only
too well aware of how serious a
position we would be in if it
wasn’t taking place.
“We need everyone’s help to
give the programme enough time
to complete its work and allow
us to live alongside this potentially
very serious virus.”
For more information on testing
arrangements,
visit
w w w. n h s d g . c o . u k / t e s t i n g /

Colin Smyth, South Scotland
MSP, has urged the Scottish
government to roll out walk-in
vaccination centres in the region
as cases surge.
He said: “These figures are
frightening and the government
must act to ensure as many people
as possible have at least some
protection and as quickly as possible.
“Both governments say lockdowns are no longer on the cards
as we move into this new stage
of the pandemic and vaccination
is going to be key to stopping the
spread.”
____________________

Stevie Ellwood carries the flag in 2020

Town’s flood scheme is
ready for public airing

IN BRIEF
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Your votes
are needed

Once COVID-19 restrictions ease, council will meet residents
THE next key stage in the process of developing a flood protection scheme in Langholm
is a series of engagement events.
A report to Dumfries and
Galloway Council’s communities committee said the events
would be held once COVID19 restrictions were eased.
This would include on site
mock-ups of the defences and
drop-in sessions in the
Buccleuch Centre in Langholm.
The current earliest estimated
timeline for the next stages is
for these sessions to be carried
out in late summer followed
by a six-month environmental
impact assessment and publication in mid-2022.
A further report would be submitted detailing outcomes of
this additional engagement work
and proposals for the scheme’s
continued development.
With regard to Holmwood, a
survey is underway with all the
residents in that area to seek
details of the frequency and

extent of any surface water
flooding.
A report on this survey and
possible solutions/options will
be considered by a future meeting of this committee
The council identified
Langholm as potentially
vulnerable to a 1 in 200-year
flood and submitted a bid to
the Scottish government for
funding.
The government gives 80 per
cent funding for approved
schemes, leaving the council
to pay 20 per cent. The current
estimated cost is £10m.

Embankments

Under the scheme, there would
be a mixture of walls, partly
solid, partly glass and earth
embankments, ranging in height
from about 1m to 2m.
They would run along Mary
Street, Frances Street, Elizabeth
Street, George Street, Caroline
Street, Waterside and downstream to past the sewage works.

An artist’s impression of the proposed flood defence scheme in
Langholm, including the channel through Buccleuch Park

It would also include a
50-metre-wide, shallow channel
through Buccleuch Park to
divert floodwater from the
Wauchope into the Esk.
The updated programme and
timescales for the flood pro-

tection scheme are:
May/June/July: review and
finalise publication documents;
prepare landowner plan and
notification address list;
draft on-site display boards;
review draft environmental

These poles are made for
walking so give them a try

THERE was a disappointing turnout of zero at the
first Nordic pole walking
activity in Langholm last
Saturday.
Langholm’s pole walking
walks are being held every
Saturday at 10.30am and
start from the bandstand on
the Kilngreen.
These are easy to
moderate-paced walks.
Walking with poles can give
stability and reduce the strain
on the lower body joints by
sharing both the effort and
body weight with the upper
body muscles.
Pole walking can improve
cardio-respiratory fitness,
core strength, improve balance and help breast cancer
recovery. Walkers will have
to use their own walking
poles.
The walks are being led
by Marjorie Pringle of
Langholm but the first one
was hosted by Dave Fordyce
of Eastriggs who stood in
for Marjorie last Saturday.
Dave said Nordic poles
were used differently to normal walking poles.

Rather than swinging the
poles in front of you as you
walk, these poles are kept
behind you and help you
with your core strength and
upper body condition.
No one showed up so Dave
decided to go for a walk
around the town to see
whether he could drum up
any business for Marjorie
this Saturday.
Langholm’s Stroll in the
Park, a low-level walk
for those living with or
recovering from a long-term
condition or may have limited mobility, is on every
Wednesday, meeting at the
bandstand at 1.30pm.
For
more
information
contact
Active.
Communities@dumgal.gov.uk
More than 60 volunteers
have been trained in the region to deliver free walks to
people of all abilities, thanks
to funding from Paths for
All.
The walks are important
for physical well-being and
enable people to get
together.

impact assessment scoping
report; and issue ward member
summary/update;
prepare detailed update for
ward members and community
council;
consider next series of
engagement events and draft
designs for mock-ups of
defences;
presentation and webinar for
ward members and community
council;
send community newsletter;
plan for engagement events
in Buccleuch Centre.
August/September/October:
engagement event three;
consider and assess feedback
from engagement event and
finalise scheme outline design;
review and issue final environmental impact assessment
scoping report;
report to committee for approval of next steps.
November to April, 2022:
undertake environmental
impact assessment.

A LANGHOLM business is calling for people to vote for it in the
Scottish Business Awards 2021.
Rose’s Wardrobe, run by Emma
and Louise Duncan and based at
Drove Weavers, makes vintage
clothing and recently launched
its first summer collection.
People can vote now at
www.nominees.info/vote or text
07520 634 133.
____________________

Alliance
meeting

AS A result of the recent spike in
COVID-19 cases in Langholm,
the board of the Langholm
Alliance has opted to postpone
its AGM from tonight until 7pm
on Thursday, July 15.
All alliance members will be
contacted individually about the
change of date.
The rescheduled meeting will
be held on Zoom, with the option
to vote on resolutions before
attendance.

DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120
(70 x 50)

Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds

FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal
for tilt & turn windows

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens
For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to

077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Book
Booyour
k youeyetest
r eyetest ttoday
oday
Personal
fromyour
your
Personalcare
careand
andattention
attention from
first
withus.
us.
firstappointment
appointment with
Spectacles
ContactLenses
Lenses
Spectaclesand
& Contact
to suit
to
suitall
all budgets
budgets

Dave Fordyce shows the techniques for Nordic walking, an activity which
will be available in Langhholm every Saturday

ERIC
HAGAN

Longtown
Tel: 01228 791664
Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

O P T I C I A N S

www erichaganopticians co uk
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EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND

Langholm ....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council

............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/streetlights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables

www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES

Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7)
...................0800 0281414
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES

Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS

D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS

Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES

Langholm,Eskdalemuir Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

Memorial improvements
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

LANGHOLM Social Club is
pleased to announce that, after
much hard work, Dumfries
and Galloway Council has successfully obtained significant
funding to improve the memorial gardens and repair the
memorial in Buccleuch Park.
This has taken hard work and
perseverance and thanks go to
Nicola Simpson and Councillor
Archie Dryburgh for their help
in this matter.
The scope of the work and a
tendering process still need to
be done before a contract can
be awarded and work begun.

Eyesore

David Patterson, club chairman, said: “It is very much
hoped that, funding permitting,
the club will be able to replace
the damaged benches which are
such an eyesore.
“A couple of other groups in
the town have indicated they
are willing to donate towards
replacing the benches.
“We’ll look at the condition
of the bench donated by the
Langholm branch and, if it can
be refurbished, we’ll seek help
from the community to do this.”
For more details, follow the
club’s Facebook page and
website.
Anybody who has an interest
in helping to keep the gardens
in good condition can contact
David on 07518 891 795 or
email@langholmsocialclub.co.uk
David added: “No matter how
small or large your contribution
wants to be, all hands, whether

Refurbishment is required on Langholm’s War Memorial

Archie Dryburgh lays a wreath to commemmorate the
100th anniversary of Legion Scotland

it’s edging, keeping the hedge
trim or a bit of weeding, will
show how Langholmites and
the surrounding community are
proud to keep our memorial and
gardens in good condition and
remember all who gave the
ultimate sacrifice.
“Their country called and they
answered, lest we forget.”
Last Sunday Mr Dryburgh laid
a wreath at the memorial.

The wreath was laid for Legion
Scotland on its 100th anniversary.
This year is also the 100th
anniversary of the unveiling of
Langholm war memorial and
there will be a small wreathlaying, for the community by
Mr Patterson on July 27.
Timings will be issued nearer
the time.

SCHOOLS

CHEMISTS

DENTISTS

Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours
01461 202508

The current benches around the memorial need to be replaced

Town Band has grand virtual competition season

Langholm Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton
...................013873 75240
Canonbie
...................013873 71336
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Langholm Town Band have had a grand virtual competition season,
rounding it off with another two awards in the Whitburn Band contest
last Sunday

LANGHOLM Town Band
rounded off a successful
virtual competition season
with another two awards in
the Whitburn Band contest
last Sunday.
The band, playing in the third
section, came second and
Christine Calvert on flugel won
the award for the best
instrumentalist in the section.
The
band
programme
included Baggy Trousers, Lady
Stewart’s Air and They Shall
Come from the East.
This success follows the
contest awards the band picked
up at the Cory contest, the
Foden’s Whit Friday contest
and the Fife festival.
The band is grateful for the
video-editing skills of second
cornet Josh Calvert and to the
band musical director Chris
Shanks who completed the
sound editing.
The band has just returned to
socially-distanced
indoor

practice in line with current
guidance in the former Border
Fine Arts warehouse in
Waverley Road.

Restrictions

Current restrictions in the
town hall means it’s too small
to allow all players to attend
and play.
The band must adhere to twometre spacing and disinfect and
clean all equipment after each
rehearsal.
The return indoors follows
the outdoor rehearsals the band
had at Langholm Rugby Club
which kindly let the band use
the stand.
The band continues with
rehearsals for the National
Brass Band championships
which are planned September
18.
The band has a full schedule
of rehearsals to get it back into
good shape for the finals after
the 400-day lay-off.

£1 billion investment
into mobile not-spots
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser • Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

Rural areas in southern Scotland will benefit the most from fund
THE biggest uplifts in mobile
coverage in southern Scotland
have been welcomed by the
area’s politicians.
The UK government’s £1 billion programme will level up
digital connectivity in the UK.
Through the Shared Rural
Network (SRN) EE, O2, Three
and Vodafone will build and
upgrade phone masts to end
so-called partial not-spots where
only some mobile network
operators (MNOs) provide 4G
coverage.
These not-spots mean people
can’t connect unless they are
signed up with a provider which
covers the area.
The Borders will benefit from
a boost to mobile 4G coverage
when 91 per cent of the landmass
will be within range of a 4G
signal, says John Lamont,
Berwickshire, Roxburgh and
Selkirk MP.
It will help residents and those
who live and work in the Borders
to enjoy the benefits of improved
connectivity and seize the benefits of technology such as using

a 4G phone signal for work
video calls and access vital services, shopping and streaming
TV shows on the go.
Scotland will benefit the most
of the four home nations with
coverage from all four MNOs
to be delivered to 74 per cent
of Scotland’s landmass by the
end of the programme. This is
up from 42 per cent currently.

not-spots, areas which have no
coverage from any operator.
It has begun searching for,
acquiring and building publiclyfunded masts to be shared
between all four MNOs.

Not-spots

Blighted

Mr Lamont said: “This will
improve the lives of people
blighted by poor connectivity.
“I’m encouraged that Scotland
will get most of the coverage
and infrastructure improvements
which will be vital in giving
communities the connections
they need to work, access services and keep in touch at home
and on the go.”
David Mundell, Dumfriesshire,
Clydesdale and Tweeddale MP,
said: “There have been many
false dawns when it came to
boosting mobile coverage here
and we must hope this agreement is the breakthrough we all

Searching for a mobile signal will become easier in Eskdale and
Liddesdale through a £1 billion investment

want.
“There’s no doubt a lack of
adequate mobile coverage is a
huge issue for many people in
rural Dumfriesshire and I have
campaigned on it for years.
“Under the existing arrangements, 55 per cent of southern
Scotland gets mobile coverage

from all the mobile network
operators and 88 per cent get
coverage from only one provider.
Those figures could rise to 81
per cent and 97 per cent of
Dumfriesshire getting a signal
from at least one operator.”
This year the SRN programme
has begun work to end total

The government has launched
a consultation with the telecoms
industry to identify existing
infrastructure which can be used
to end total not-spots.
The consultation’s focus is in
Scotland which needs significantly more infrastructure compared with other home nations.
The Scottish government has
confirmed it can continue
to give up to £5,000 of extra
funding to top up the Gigabit
Broadband Voucher Scheme.
This is on top of the £1,500
available to rural homes and
£3,500 to rural, small to medium-sized businesses.
The UK government continues
to actively work with the Scottish government on gigabit deployment through the Reaching
100% (R100) programme.
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Tour of the
Moorland

THE Langholm Initiative has
been awarded £855 to run a
Tour of the Moor project.
It is one of 39 groups in
Dumfries and Galloway to have
funding approved by the council’s communities committee.
The total cost of the event is
£1,745 and the Initiative applied
for £1,222. It will receive £855.
The total funding for the 39
projects is more than £60,000.
The grant support comes from
the community events fund,
established to encourage towns
and villages to consider planning
new, smaller-scale festivals and
events in the immediate aftermath of COVID-19 lockdowns.
___________________

Covid test
centre

THE COVID-19 testing centre
in Langholm is visiting the town
this week because of a rise in
cases in the town.
People can get a PCR test at
the Kilngreen from 11am to
4.30pm today and tomorrow.

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
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Farming on the Border

Farmers’ voices to
be heard at COP26

In association with
C & D AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

Counting trees by
lasers on drones
FORESTRY and Land
Scotland (FLS) is working
with industry specialists to
improve forest surveying
through the use of drone
mounted lasers.
Tailored to Scottish conditions
and UK forestry conventions,
the new system is being tested
through the airborne laser scanning of 1,000 square kilometres
of FLS-managed forests in
Dumfries and Galloway.
SALTIRE, the Scottish
Airborne Lidar Tool for
Inventory and Resource
Estimation, uses reflected laser
pulses to build up 3D-models
of vegetation and surface
topography to help forest managers plan transport logistics,
better estimate potential harvesting costs and revenues and
determine forest and soil carbon
storage dynamics.
The project is another forestry
innovation to emerge from the
Scottish government’s flagship

Civtech programme which identifies technological solutions to
real-world problems.
FLS has one of the most comprehensive forest inventories in
the world, yet the traditional,
resource-intensive manual surveys allowed it to survey only
about three per cent of its landholding every year.
Josh Roberts, FLS innovation
manager, said; “The system has
the potential to be among the
world’s most advanced forest
surveying techniques.
“It will give detailed information about the age and structure of Scotland’s national
forests on a scale which has
never previously been available.
“Information about our forests
is the foundation for our business so this could have a huge
impact on our abilities to make
optimum use of our resources
and make the best use of them.”

SOLWAY AGRICULTURE
LIMITED
Glasgow Road, Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire
DG11 2SE
Tel. Lockerbie (01576) 204124

Fax. Lockerbie (01576) 203806

Beet Pulp Pellets,
Barley Grains,
NB Grains, Wheat Grains
Rolled Barley,
Wheatfeed, Rapemeal,
Hi Pro Soya, etc.
Can be mixed to your
requirements
Collect or deliver ex Laurmar,
Heathall Ind. Est., Dumfries
Bekina Wellingtons,
Waterproof Leggings &
Jackets, Boiler Suits, etc

FOR ALL LAMBING
REQUIREMENTS
lamb colostrum, lambs milk,
bottles, teats, lammacs,
castration rings and pliers
marking sprays etc.

A PROJECT is underway in
south-west Scotland to bring
together farmers of many
shapes and sizes with council
representatives.
Abi Mordin from Propagate
writes this guest blog about the
online conversations on farming,
land use, and climate change.
Fork to Farm Dialogues is
part of a global network of similar work from Mexico to
Indonesia and from South Africa
to Belgium.
With COP26 on the horizon,
the motivation for the dialogues
is to create a space where farmers’ voices can be heard.
We know the global food system is responsible for one third
of greenhouse gas emissions.
We also know red meat and
dairy is often cited as being a
major contributor to greenhouse
gas emissions.
As a beef, lamb and dairy farming community, we know there
are valuable contributions to be
made to carbon sequestration
through livestock production.
So far, four sessions have been
held. The 20 farmers, who have
attended, are drawn from a mixture of traditional dairy, beef
and sheep farming, smallholding
and market gardening.
Representatives from various
council departments, including

C&D Auction Marts Ltd held the endof-season sale of ewes and hoggs with
lambs at foot on Tuesday, June 22.
A tremendous quality entry of sheep
with the trade of the season witnessed.
One of the many highlights was the
run of Texel x sheep from Messrs Browell,
Quarry House, Hexham, who led the price
per life at £150 for a Texel x hogg and
lamb. They also sold shearlings and twin
lambs at £144 (£432 per outfit); hoggs
with twin lambs at £134 (£402 per outfit);
and aged ewes at £130 (£390 per outfit).
Robbie Muir, Low Stanley, Towlaw
sold his great run of commercial hoggs
and lambs to £134, £126, £124 and £123
to an average of £113.47 for 172 lives,
this being £24 up on the year.
Ewes with single lamb: Texel £84
Midgeholm. Ewes with twin lambs: Texel
£130 Quarry House, £95 & £88 & £87 &
£85 Midgeholm, £84 Brewery House
Barn. Suffolk £86 & £84 Midgeholm.
Mule £76 Midgeholm & Low Stanley.
Jacob £69 Bowershield. Swaledale £52
Mosshill. Shearlings with twin lambs:

There is little to no production of free-range hens in Scotland

planning, environment, economy
and sustainability are included.
This has made a space for
some really interesting and lively
conversations.
In March the group discussed
the themes most important to
them and where a positive contribution and difference could
be made: short and local supply
chains; forestry and woodlands;
health and inequality; and
locally-produced food direct to
customers and into schools.
In April they heard from
Heather Murray and Mark
Hunter of East Ayrshire Council.
They have been national leaders

in local and sustainable food
procurement.
For 10 years they have
increased the proportion of
locally and organically-produced
food on school plates to 70 per
cent.
Farmers were inspired by this,
with ideas being formed about
producer co-operatives which
could make collective bids for
sourcing tenders.
A big gap identified was in
free range chicken because there
was little to no production in
Scotland. Another barrier to this
was that the nearest processing
plant was in Birmingham.

Around the marts

Texel £144 Quarry House. Hoggs with
single lamb: Texel £150 & £140 Quarry
House, £134 & £126 & £124 & £123 &
£120 Low Stanley, £118 Midgeholm.
Mule £124 & £123 & £120 Seat Hill.
Suffolk £117 & £103 Low Stanley. Hoggs
with twin lambs: Texel £134 Quarry
House. Ewe hoggs: Mule £142 Brewery
House Barn, £132 Bayles.
The fortnightly sale of store cattle saw
quality lots in demand with the sale
topping at £1,350 for an Angus bullock
shown by CT & J Wigham & Son, Hethermill, Kirklinton, who also sold
Limousins at £1,200.
The next sale is on Tuesday, July 20, a
special sale of store cattle of all classes.
The mart had forward 3,617 sheep comprising 260 prime hoggs, 1,420 spring
lambs and 1,937 cast ewes and rams at
the weekly sale on Thursday, June 24.
A better show of cast cows for both
quality and quantity, which resulted in
all classes meeting a brisk trade and more
numbers are needed weekly. Topping the
sale at £1,669 was a fantastic Angus bull

shown by W Skilling, Cara View, Campbeltown, which also topped the price per
kilo at 138p. Herefords sold at £1,122
from A Sauer, Tangymoil, Campbeltown.
Limousin cows sold to 128p from EAP
Glendinning, Over Cassock, Eskdalemuir
and 126p from R & MG Elliott, Hallburn
Croft, Longtown.
A larger show of 1,420 new season
spring lambs sold to reduced levels in
line with the national trend. Lambs 45kg+
were the trade of the day, topping at
£151.50 for Suffolks from A Hambleton,
Merkland, Thornhill. Top price per kilo
of 271p for Beltex lambs from RJ & ME
Cumming, Baurch, Gretna. Overall average
235.9p (SQQ 235.1p). Principal prices
(per head): Suffolk £151.50 Merkland,
£147 Broomhills, £134 Carsegowan. Texel
£138 West Millhills, £135 Brisco Meadows, £131 Carsegowan, £130 Broomhills.
Oxford £128 Midtodholes. Dorset £124
Brisco Meadows. Dutch Spotted £123
Kepple Vale. Charollais £123 Swaites.
A seasonal show of 260 prime hoggs
was forward with a mixed trade for all

In May Morag Paterson, a
self-directed forestry researcher
and member of Communities
for Diverse Forestry talked about
forestry and trees on farms.
She has spoken to more than
40 professionals in forestry,
farming, land use and other relevant disciplines.
Sitka spruce plantations
already planted and planned in
south-west Scotland far outweigh other parts of Scotland
by many thousands of hectares.
There are currently no agrienvironment schemes such as
grants for maintaining land for
biodiversity or planting native
broadleaf woodlands instead of
conifers.
The months ahead include
study visits to farms incorporating innovative practice and
climate mitigation measures.
The group will start thinking
about key messages for COP26
as they join forces with the
other groups around the world
involved in similar projects.
An exhibition and presentation
space are being planned for
Glasgow in November when
these messages and farmers’
stories can be shared. If anyone
would like to join the dialogues,
email abi@propagate.org.uk or
call 07340 531 506.

classes. Selling to a top of 246p for Texels
from EJC Dean, Kirk House, Brampton,
who also topped the price per head at
£140. Texels from Marygate sold at £140.
Principal price (per head): Texel £140
Kirk House & Marygate, £136 Bensons
Fell. Cheviot Mule £101 Thornship. Beltex
£100 Outertown. Cheviot £90 Blackburn.
Suffolk £87.50 Broomhills, £85 Skye
Head.
A smaller show of 1,937 ewes was forward, with ewes being £8 to £12 up on
the week and many buyers leaving short
of requirements. Heavy ewes topped at
£208 for Texels from Marygate, Berwick,
who also sold others at £202 and £200.
Averages. Lambs: light to 255p (236.6p);
standard to 271p (230.9p); medium to
267p (236.2p); heavy to 262p (238.8p);
overweight to 250p (240.1p). Hoggs: light
to 203p (101.9p); standard to 197p
(176.9p); medium to 238p (150.5p); heavy
to 183p (148.3p). Shearlings to 246p
(162p). Ewes: light to £112 (£57.83);
heavy to £208 (£107.42). Rams: £2,180
(£106.56).

Going to big school
is made a lot easier
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P7 pupils transition to S1 with a virtual programme of events
IT HAS been another very different
year for the 33 P7 pupils who will be
transitioning into Langholm Academy
next month.
That hasn’t stopped them from doing
lots of activities to support their journey
into secondary school life.
They have taken part in a
variety of events and activities to support
this transition through a Microsoft Team
set up for them online.
The programme began with a video
relay, with Academy teachers and staff
holding messages for the new pupils to
welcome them to the school.
To allow pupils from different schools
to get to know each other the Team included a virtual playground and they
held a virtual chatroom afternoon so
pupils could speak to each other in small
groups via the internet.
It wasn’t only the other pupils they
wanted to learn about.
In a survey at the start of the programme
the pupils said strongly that they wanted
to learn about the staff so the Academy
teachers held a meet the staff event,
during which they introduced themselves
and their subjects and answered pupils’
questions.

Tolkien with accompanying tasks, which
the pupils can read and complete for
enjoyment.

Lockdown heroes

The P1 class of 2014 are moving up to S1 at Langholm Academy next month

Pupil Molly Henderson said this was
one of her favourite things about the
programme.

School tour

Several activities, including a virtual
school tour and quiz helped the pupils
to learn about the school’s layout and
the structure of the school day.
An Ask the Ambassadors session with
six new S6 pupils helped them to learn
more about the social side of academy
life.
One P7 teacher said: “Your videos and
live links have been excellent.

“Knowing who people are and finding
their way around are two of the biggest
worries for kids moving up. You have
nailed that with what you’ve done.”
It wasn’t only the nuts and bolts of transition on the agenda.
Adam German, art teacher, set a Lockdown Heroes challenge, for which pupils
were asked to create a portrait of their
own hero during the pandemic, while
Alison Hotchkiss, school counsellor, set
a well-being activity to help them stay
mentally healthy.
The English department gifted each
pupil a novel, The Hobbit by J R R

School’s out for summer

Yvie Couperthwaite said: "I liked doing
different tasks set by the teachers. The
Lockdown Heroes lesson was really
fun."
Pete Brown, Martha Brown’s dad, said
“It's been a very difficult year for P7.
“With
little
opportunity
to
access the usual year-round transition
events, there has been a little more
anxiety about going up to the academy.
“Miss Baxter and Ms Jamieson have
done everything they can under all the
restrictions to get to know the children
and give them lots of opportunities to
ask questions, meet staff, chat with each
other and get to know the school itself.
“Martha is really excited about moving
up and feels confident and supported.”
Lauren Baxter, transition teacher, and
Louise Jamieson, depute headteacher,
have been delighted with the pupils in
the transition programme and, along
with Lauren McLean-Gill, headteacher,
they said: “We can’t wait to welcome
them properly into the academy in August
as our new S1 cohort.”
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New house
proposal

CONDITIONAL approval for
planning in principle has been
granted to David Cartner of
Sherra Craig, Bentpath, to build
a house and install a septic tank
and soakaway on land next to
Sherra Craig.
____________________

Pet supply
shop open

A NEW pet supplies shop is
opening in Langholm High
Street this Saturday.
Wilson Pets, which will be
based in the former Blue Moon,
shop will sell pet and horse
supplies and a range of country
clothing.
____________________

Garden
open days

THE beautiful walled garden
at Arkleton is open as a pick
your own cut-flower garden on
four days this summer.
They are July 10, July 24,
August 14 and August 24.
Booking is essential.

Online subscriptions to the
are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read
anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.
GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT!

WHAT better way to finish the school
year than with ice creams all round.
The pupils at Langholm primary and nursery
enjoyed a special treat on the last day of the
summer term.
Many thanks go to Pelosi’s Ice Cream for

taking the time to visit the school and to the
Parent Partnership for paying for the ice
creams.
The pupils wish everyone a happy and
safe summer.
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Monastery
remains
closed

THE Samye Ling Tibetan
Centre in Eskdalemuir will
remain closed for a while longer,
it’s been announced.
It first closed in March 2020
when COVID-19 hit the UK.
More than 15 months on, it’s
still closed and people are asked
to be patient for a little longer.
A monastery spokesperson
said: “We’re delighted that,
finally, the UK seems to be
emerging successfully from the
difficulties and restrictions the
pandemic brought us.
“But it is clear that many other
countries continue to experience
huge difficulty and suffering
while the virus rages through
their populations.
“We hear the World Health
Organisation and world leaders
repeat the mantra ‘no-one is
safe until we are all safe’.
“We feel it is wisest for Samye
Ling to remain closed for a
while yet, rather than risk opening and having to close again.
“We believe this is better for
the long-term benefit of everyone and we request their
understanding.”
The University of Aberdeen,
which has run a Mindfulness
MSc at Samye Ling for 11
years, has decided not to teach
its new intake of students face
to face at Samye Ling this year
because of the ongoing concerns
around COVID-19.
It will continue to run its
courses online and review things
at the beginning of next year.
The centre says it’s grateful
to everyone who supported it
with the petitions on Change.org
and the Scottish government.
If the petition succeeds, there
will be a five-mile firearms
exclusion zone around places of
spiritual importance in Scotland.
During the closure the centre
has been extensively renovated.
Garwald House has new central
heating, floors, bathrooms, a
repaired roof and has been
replastered and decorated.
Potala House has a new bamboo floor and will be redecorated
and bathrooms improved before
reopening.
In the gardens there are two
new greenhouses, two new compost houses and raised beds
made of recycled materials.
Abbot Lama Yeshe Rinpoche
is abroad to undertake two major
projects dedicated to his late
brother, Akong Tulku, and to
the activities of the future Tulku.
Lama Rinpoche will return
whenever his responsibilities
abroad are completed.The
spokesperson added: “We truly
look forward to the day when
we can welcome you all back
safely.”

The Rutherfords of
Upper Stenieswater
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
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New book explores life in Westerkirk in the 19th Century
they walked there to play with
others from the same valley.
We do know that all the children went to school at Megdale
school in the Glendinning valley
which must have been a good
daily walk for them all.
For the women it must have
been hard work keeping
everyone fed.

A new book about
Westerkirk, which is
available to read on
the Westerkirk Parish
Library Trust’s website,
includes stories about
the Rutherford family.
In this article, written
by
Mairi
Telford
Jammeh, who chairs
the trust, we explore
their lives in this
remote valley during
the 19th century.

THE Rutherford family, who
lived at Upper Stennieswater
for 50 years, enjoyed a number
of interests.
The young men were taught
to dance by their mother and
older sisters.
They
learned
quadrilles, lancers, the Highland
Scottisches, hoolicans and
waltzes.
The women decided when the
men were good enough to attend
dances, presumably in the halls
at Bentpath and Eskdalemuir
or maybe they trekked over the
hill into the Ewes valley.

Kist

George, Jane, Adam and Walter Rutherford

The men were good at draughts
and George Rutherford won
many prizes and the men also
played bowls.

While making the book
@Westerkirk 2020/21, we heard
of a bowling hall in the house
at Glendinning Hope so maybe

They kept a kist for white and
brown flour and porridge oats
and had shelves of dried fruit
and home-made jam. Everything
was cooked on the peat fire.
Peats were the main fuel and
it took 52 cartloads of peat to
keep a peat fire burning for a
year.
The fire was kept alight in
both summer and winter and
was stoked up for the last time
between 6pm and 7pm. When
that burnt out, it was bedtime.
All the water for washing had
to be boiled to carry out the big
laundry washings which probably took all day.
Peat-cutting was hard work
and Wattie Rutherford’s greatgrandmother had the tip of her
pinkie cut off by a flachter, a
spade for cutting peat.
As her son cut the peat, she

lifted the peats but just wasn’t
fast enough and her finger
caught the sharp edge.
She just wrapped up her ‘sare
finger’ in a piece of cloth torn
from her petticoat and carried
on working.
On Sundays, the day of rest,
the bible was read to the family.
There was no work or play and
the only reading material that
day was the bible. The only
work done on a Sunday was at
lambing time.
George Rutherford was a
staunch Tory, unlike most of
the shepherds at the time, who
were all Liberals and, as a result,
he was not very popular.
On one polling day, when the
Tory bus had brought people
down to cast their votes in
Langholm, he missed the bus
back and had to walk.
The Liberal bus drove up and
offered him a lift which earned
George a ribbon for quite a
while.
To us today some of these
outlying cottages seem remote
but there were many shepherding families living in them who
must have enjoyed their way of
life in the hills away from the
smoke and pollution of the towns

Living the Ascot dream
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
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Stevie fits right in and enjoys the racing experience of his life
Stevie Ellwood of Langholm found himself living the
dream when attending Royal Ascot last month.
The buzz and excitement of one of the greatest race
meetings in the UK overflowed when Stevie won a
coveted prize.
He tells E&L Advertiser readers of his experience as a
key member of a Scottish racing yard team.

FROM Monday, June 11 to
Thursday, June 14 I was
privileged to attend Royal
Ascot to work for Carlukebased trainer Keith Dalgleish.
It truly is an amazing racecourse and it covers a vast
amount of ground.
With more than 12,000 spectators allowed, that probably
added to my enjoyment because
it was easier to move around
more freely and to get more of
a feel for the place.
The weather was amazing and
all these things together probably
made it one of the best racing
experiences of my life.
I’m indebted to my friend
Keith for giving me this opportunity.
I met some racing legends
such as Brough Scott, Jason

Weaver and Mick Fitzgerald
and also had a great chat with
American trainer Wesley Ward
about the logistics of bringing
six horses over from America
to our signature flat-racing
fixture.
The Dalgleish stable had seven
runners over the four days I
was there and, although a few
of them under-performed, it certainly didn’t detract from my
enjoyment of the occasion.

Best-turned-out

It truly was a feather-in-the
cap moment when, on my first
ever lead-up at Ascot, in the
final race on the opening day,
my horse Sextant won the prize
for the best-turned-out horse in
a field of 16 runners and I
received a quite substantial cash

They brush up well. So well that Sextant and Stevie win the prize for the best-turned-out horse

reward.
I led up three horses in total
and I have to say that the last
one, Gioia Cieca, is certainly
the best-looking, most-imposing
horse I’ve ever had to lead up
so he might be one to keep an

eye on for the future.
All in all, I had a wonderful
few days and made a lot of new
friends.
Racing stable staff are a bit
like a huge family and we
blethered and sang songs around

the outdoor, socially-distanced
bar once the horses were done
and bedded down for the night.
Something I should maybe
have done myself a wee bit earlier on a couple of the nights.
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Accessible
service

A NEW service making
physiotherapists more accessible
is being rolled out in Dumfries
and Galloway.
First contact practitioners has
already begun to establish itself
in GP practices, with two practitioners currently based in
Annandale and Nithsdale and
one in Dumfries.
There are plans in place to
recruit to more posts in the near
future, working towards providing a level of access in all
the localities.
The posts will establish a sustainable integrated service within
the resources available initially
to most patients in GP practices
in the region.
This will enable the selfmanagement of musculoskeletal
conditions and deliver earlier
access to appropriate management of those conditions.
It will ensure appropriate use
of specialist services and pathways, and contribute to the
appropriate and safe use of prescribed medication.
It will also release GP time
currently spent on these conditions.
Helen Fletcher, AHP community pathway manager, said:
“We are on a journey with the
development of first contact
practitioners and we are grateful
to colleagues here and around
Scotland for helping us to navigate our way to providing the
service for people who need
prompt access to this service.”
____________________

Fair work
strategy

The ruins of Upper Stenieswater keep secret the stories of life in the Westerkirk valley during the 19th century

Helen Rutherford dressed à la mode

The imposing grandstand at Ascot Racecourse

12,000 racegoers were allowed to attend the event making it much quieter than normal

Stevie lends a hand to ITV Racing reporters Ed Chamberlain and Francesca Cumani

Stevie meets Brough Scott and Robert Hogarth

SOUTH of Scotland Enterprise
(SOSE) has made three key
appointments to bolster its focus
on digital development and fair
work.
Ben Campbell will lead on
digital development and drive
SOSE’s presence and impact
in ensuring southern Scotland
speeds towards its goals of digital excellence and inclusion.
Sandra Campbell will take up
the post of fair work development manager and Seonaid
Mann fair work programme and
equalities manager.
Sandra is currently a business
development specialist for
SOSE and she will work with
organisations to build their
awareness and development of
fair work practices.
Jane Morrison-Ross, chief
executive
officer,
said
“Developing our own talent in
this way mirrors what we want
to do in the South of Scotland.”
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Council tax
recovery

COUNCIL tax recovery letters
will be issued shortly in
Dumfries and Galloway.
The council is asking taxpayers
to consider paying by direct
debit.
Paying this way means people
don’t have to worry about forgetting the payment date or
have to write a cheque or visit
a pay point outlets.
Any change in the amount is
always notified in advance.
Direct debit allows a taxpayer
to pay over weekly or fortnightly
instalments or by 12 or 10monthly instalments.
For more details go to
www.dumgal.gov.uk/counciltax
If you are struggling to pay
your instalments or have
received a reminder or final
notice and you can’t set up a
direct debit, you can choose to
spread your instalments until
March.
Payments will have to be made
on the 1st of every month using
this method. If you wish to
request this, ring 0303 3333
005.
If you are struggling to pay,
there is information on how to
reduce your bill.
You can claim council tax
reduction if you have a low
income and have savings of less
than £16000.
An exemption can be applied
for a limited time if the property
or the occupiers meet certain
categories.
A discount may be applied
for a limited time if the property
or the occupiers meet certain
categories.
A disabled person's reduction
may be applied if their property
is larger to suit the needs of a
disabled person.
You can appeal the decision
against the valuation band
allocated to your home via the
Scottish Assessors Association.
Spread the cost of your
instatements by direct debit.
You can also choose a different
payment date.
Spread the cost of your
instalments until March, paying
manually. Payments will still
need to be paid on the 1st of
the month.
For more information visit the
council tax exemptions and discounts
page
at:
www.dumgal.gov.uk
If you need to speak to an
adviser, the council tax phone
enquiry line is open Monday to
Friday 8am to 6pm.
You can also email
council.tax@dumgal.gov.uk or
complete the contact us enquiry
form at www.dumgal.gov.uk
If you are worried about or
struggling with debt issues,
confidential help and advice is
available from Dumfries and
Galloway Citizens Advice
Service at www.dagcas.org/

Exams fiasco; history
repeating itself?
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
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Cameron Greer of the Youth Parliament makes a valid point
Cameron Greer, a Member of the Scottish Youth
Parliament for Dumfriesshire, speaks out about the
effects this year’s alternative certification model could
have on young people.
A number of his constituents are worried that it feels
like history is repeating itself from last year’s exam
fiasco.

THERE is a growing concern
among young people in
Dumfriesshire that we are
heading towards another exam
results disaster because of a
chaotic approach to ‘final
assessments’ and a worrisome
appeals process.
This has prompted the Scottish
Youth Parliament, Children and
Young People’s Commissioner
for Scotland, National Parent
Forum, Together (Scottish
Alliance for Children’s Rights),
NUS Scotland, Carers Trust
Scotland, Who Cares? Scotland
and more than 20 other
renowned charities, rights
activists and academics to write
an open letter to the SQA to
ask them to reconsider their
appeals process.
Cameron, who attends
Langholm Academy, was personally affected by the heavilycriticised grading process in
2020, during which thousands
of young people in Scotland
received downgraded results
because of factors outwith their
control, including the past performance of schools.
He is not alone in his distrust
of the process this year and
many others have had their trust
and confidence in the education
system knocked.
He said: “I think serious
change needs to come about.
Pupils and teachers need to be
put at the forefront of the decisions made about the system,
of which they are a part.
“Pupils and teachers no longer
trust the education system and
this is for a very good reason.
“I’m glad the SYP has made
such a big impact on this debate,
which shows what young people
can achieve when we are given
the opportunity.”
Cameron added: “Hearing
MSPs mention the SYP in the
Scottish parliament is so heartwarming and encouraging to
young people because we feel
we are being heard on our concerns about education, which is
a very rare occurrence.”
This year’s alternative system
of certification is widely believed
to be harmful to young people’s
confidence in the education system and detrimental to their
mental and physical health.
A sense of hopelessness has

increased among pupils over
the past year and it’s not going
to go away until the SQA listen.
It has included young people
and key figures in its National
Qualifications Group but has
failed to adopt the key message
from students involved in the
forum to adopt a no-detriment
appeals system and consider
exceptional circumstances.
Without the SQA adopting
these, young people will face
more and more harm and lose
even more confidence in the
education system.
The current proposals for the
appeals process will deter pupils
from challenging injustices and
the grades they know they don’t
deserve.
There is growing concern
among them, their parents and
carers and teaching professionals
at what local authorities plan to
do to provisional grades.
Some authorities emailed
teachers to explain they will be
comparing provisional grades
with schools’ and pupils’ past
performances to identify irregularities and take action on those
irregularities.
Cameron said “This is exactly

The SQA building on the outskirts of Edinburgh

what happened last year.
“The only difference between
the algorithm and this plan is
that, under this plan, local
authorities will be responsible
for manually doing the algorithm’s job.”
Many pupils are concerned
that they are being set up to
fail, with provisional grades
released before the summer holidays based on their academic
performance but confirmed

grades not communicated until
August 10.
There is also no doubt that
these concerns are having an
impact on young people’s mental
health. CAMHS referral times
are hitting crisis point in most
health board areas in the country.
On the impact on mental
health, one of his constituents
told him: “Knowing I can be
downgraded, even with an
unconditional [offer], feels like
I shouldn’t have wasted my time
with the tests and saved myself
the heartbreak. It seems like a
waste of time.”
The constituent also said pupils
had been “failed once again by
the education system”.
Cameron said: “These testimonies are deeply worrying and
upsetting.

This is being
replicated all over
Scotland and not
a single student
or teacher is
surprised.

“

”

Scottish Youth Parliament member, Cameron Greer of Claygate

“This is what we have become
used to: an education system
which doesn’t help us, support
us or listen to us. Even worse,
it listens and disregards what
we have to say.”
While there has been significant disruption to exams since
the pandemic began, there is a
growing view that traditional
exams should be scrapped and
replaced with end-of-unit
assessments and portfolio
projects used to grade pupils’

performances.
End-of-year exams, which
determine 100 per cent of the
grades awarded, are not a fair
way to assess a young person’s
academic performance.
The alternative certification
process introduced this year
means pupils participated in a
prolonged assessment programme which drew criticism
from young people, parents,
politicians and teachers.
Cameron added: “It is clear
from this that young people are
growing impatient and discontented with the education
authorities in Scotland.
“If history repeats itself this
year, it is feared many students
will lose confidence and there
is a growing consensus that
education is in urgent need of
reform.”
Young people are invited to
get in touch with their MSYP if
this is something they feel
affected by.
Cameron’s
email
is
cameron.greer.msyp@sypmail.or
g.uk or find him on social media
@msypcameron
He said: “I’d like to invite the
SQA, education secretary,
Education Scotland and other
education authorities to listen
to young people through the
SYP.
Young people put us in the
SYP to stand up for them and
we intend to do that until we
get the changes young people
need to live healthily and
happily.”
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THE WAY WE ACCESS
URGENT CARE HAS CHANGED
If you think you need A&E, but it’s not
life-threatening, you can now call
NHS 24 on 111, day or night.

CALL NHS 24
ON 111
DAY OR NIGHT

CONTACT
GP PRACTICE
DURING THE DAY

CALL 999
OR GO TO A&E
FOR
EMERGENCIES
ONLY
NHSinform.scot/right-care
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F r om D a w n
to D u sk

For the Common Riding season, we serialise Betty Little’s book
My Common Riding

I’m an Aul’ Tooner, born on
29th January, 1925, in The
Straits at 108 High Street, one
of the houses demolished in
1945 and where the petrol station now stands.
It was here that I first heard
the strains of the Flute Band as
it came up the street on the
Common Riding morning and,
although I didn’t realise it then,
that was when the seed of the
Common Riding spirit was
sown which was to generate
into the dedicated enthusiasm I
feel today.

closing the gates on farm roads.
Those who did would, like myself, learn a lot about local and
Scottish history, a subject in
which my father was well
versed. A trip in the old
Thorniecroft lorry was never
dull because he made history interesting and loved to tell romantic stories of bygone days.
My mother, Jane Jardine, was
Langholm born and bred.
Although neither she nor any of
her family participated in the
Common Riding in any official
capacity, she took part in her
own quiet way. It was from my
mother that I inherited the rev-

‘Skinnie’ Black, Allan Little, ‘Pinder Bell’ and ‘Tag Hogg’ lead the procession

Unlike many Langholmites I
cannot claim that my family
have long associations with the
Common Riding for none of my
ancestors were Cornets nor, to
my knowledge, did they officiate as emblem bearers. For my
father, William Telfer, was a
Jethart man and although he
lived in Langholm for most of
his life, he was always an
“incomer”. Nevertheless it was
he who encouraged us to take
part in local activities and it was
he who made sure that the family rose from their beds in time
on the Common Riding morning.

Thorniecroft

My father was a haulage
contractor and one of his main
contracts was with the Eskdale
Farmers Store. He delivered
goods far and wide on tracks
and cart roads, to remote places,
which had never before carried
motorised vehicles. It is
amazing the number of men
who have told me that when
they were boys they used to go
in my father’s lorry and make
themselves useful opening and

erence and respect for tradition
and the importance of passing
on these ancient customs to
future generations.

Summer Fair

It was in this atmosphere that
I grew up learning the values of
family life and how the
Common Riding drew families
closer together. I remember my
great Uncle John coming every
year by train from Hawick and
how his sister (my grandmother
Elizabeth Johnstone Jardine
after whom I am named) prepared his favourite dish of pickled herring specially on this
particular day.
I also remember my Auntie
Lizzie (mother’s sister) and her
husband, Uncle Harold, coming
regularly from Sheffield to the
Common Riding with my
cousin Ian and, later, her grandchildren. The first year she
brought her great-grandchildren
she paraded with the Flute Band
on the Summer Fair night. She
was a sprightly 88 at the time.
On one of her visits she and my
mother renewed their acquaintance of C.M. Grieve (Hugh

MacDiarmid) whom they had
known when they were children
living in the same gate ‘en.
MacDiarmid was not the most
popular person in Langholm
and many appeared to have
some sort of grudge against
him but in the latter part of his
life he often visited the town
and the “Jardine lassies” (as
MacDiarmid called them)
thought he was “all right”
(praise indeed from them) and
were proud to have known him.

Earliest recollection

My earliest recollection of the
Common Riding must be of
carrying a heather besom
although I haven’t spotted
myself on any of the photos
taken annually at Mount Hooley
where all the bairns congregated, the boys all spick and
span and the girls in pretty
new dresses. The front row was
usually taken up with the
Richardson lassies, all dressed
the same in frocks of the
Common Riding colours, made
by their mother. It must have
been a very time-consuming
and far from easy task for there
were 12 in the family, eight of
them lassies.

The heather besom procession
was really spectacular in those
days with around 500 bairns
marching behind the Pipe Band.
It was an orderly procession –
no prams or push-chairs – just
bairns with their heather besoms
crying hooray, egged on by
committee member cheer leaders Dave Robinson, Willie
Cuthbertson
and
Sydney
Cooper.
(To be continued)

The author’s mother, Jane Telfer
née Jardine

Times Past

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

100 years: Presentation to Langholm Cricketer

On Friday night in the Buck Hotel, Mr Fred Graham, for a long period captain of Langholm
Cricket Club, was presented with a marble timepiece, surmounted by silver stumps, bat and ball,
on his retiral from the game. The Rev D W Inglis presided, and in making the presentation spoke
of the great assistance Mr Graham had rendered the club, both as a player and financially. Mr
Graham in a suitable and feeling reply said anything he could do for the Cricket Club he would
be glad to do.

75 years: Sergeant Robert I Borthwick awarded the B.E.M

The hearty congratulations of the community are extended to Sgt Robert I Borthwick, Murtholm
Dairy, Langholm who, as announced in the Kings Birthday Honours List, and subsequently in
the London Gazette, has been awarded the B.E.M for sterling service rendered in connection
with bomb disposal in the Southern Counties. Sgt Borthwick who was recently “demobbed”
from the services, joined the Army in September 1940, and was posted to the 20th Bomb
Disposal Company of the Royal Engineers. Throughout the whole of the period of hostilities
Sgt Borthwick was engaged with his Company in the arduous and hazardous task of the
removal of unexploded bombs in Kent and Sussex and it is in recognition of his services in this
respect that he gained his award. Sgt Borthwick has received letters from Colonel Marshall and
Major Hardham of the 20th Bomb Disposal Company, extending to him the congratulations and
good wishes of the Officers and men of the Company on his distinction in being awarded the
decoration. Sgt Borthwick, who carried the town’s standard round the marches on the Common
Riding of 1936, is a very popular member of the community, and the news of his merited award
has elicited much appreciation amongst his many friends and acquaintances.

50 years: Whita Well

We can hardly describe our feelings one day last week when one of our readers informed us that
Whita Well was “DRY”. Ever since the dawn of creation Whita Well has poured forth it’s limpid
waters and we haste to state that it is not through any natural phenomenon that the well now is
“dry” so far as visitors to this “shrine” are concerned. On the contrary we are led to believe that
the “dryness” is due to the action of employees of the Regional Water Board. To be quite truthful in this matter we might explain that Whita Well still produces water but this has been conserved by the Water Board and not one drop now issues from the adjacent tank and the
consequence is that no one now visiting Whita Well can obtain a drink, even although they long
for one just as did King David for a draught from the Well of Bethlehem that was beside the
Gate. And this “cut-off” has been done without any notice whatsoever and we take a rather dim
view of such cavalier action on the part of the Water Board. For centuries Langholm people –
and strangers within the Langholm gates have always had the opportunity of getting a drink
from the waters of Whita Well whenever they climbed up to the Quarry Road, and we say
emphatically that the Water Board had no right to stop the flow. Langholm people, we hope, will
not allow this action to pass completely unheeded. And the Water Board, we hope, will see to it
that some portion of water produced by this famous well is still allowed to run free.

25 years: “Twenty-two days to the Common Riding”

Many an exile has been known to ignore the calendar months and date his or her letter home,
starting at “364 days” and decreasing the days until the Great Day itself. In my youth, Boys’
Common Riding always took place after the actual Common Riding Day but the timing of the
family holidays altered that and they are now usually held earlier. In those days when being a
Cornet’s horse wearing corking reins seemed every bit as important as being a Cornet, when
there was no such thing as taped music and if no one could play an instrument, everybody whistled, those impoverished Common Ridings were probably not as well organised as they are
today, but they were great fun. And the tradition continues. This year Holmwood Boys Common
Riding is to be held of Friday 19th July and there is an SOS from the organisers for anyone who
can supply them with a Thistle for the occasion. If you can help, please contact any of the “head
bummers”, Steven Devlin, Keith Elliot or Alan Aston, or call the E&L and we’ll pass on a
message.

Holmwood Boys Common Riding in 1996 with Cornet Steven Devlin and supporters

The E&L Gallery
www.eladvertiser.co.uk
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Langholm Made : Infinite hands
High tea? This great photo was sent in by Howard Mattinson of Canonbie

LANGHOLM Made : infinite hands is
a programme of short films celebrating women, weaving and textiles.
Emma Dove, Langholm Made artist,
has assembled a programme of short
films, spanning from 1945 to today.
They observe and celebrate the roles
played by women in the weaving and
textile industries in the UK and worldwide
from mill workers to garment makers,
from ‘waulkers’ to home menders, hand
weavers and textile recyclers.
infinite hands brings together films from
the British Film Institute’s Textiles on
Film collection, paired with contemporary
films from the UK, Myanmar and India.
Together, they explore themes of labour,
industry and mechanisation, camaraderie
and teamwork, shifting attitudes, gendered roles and workers’ rights, material
culture, fast fashion, recycling, industrial
decline and overseas labour.
The full programme of seven short
films, a total duration of 70 minutes, is
available to watch online UK-wide for
one week from tomorrow at 6pm.
Tickets are free but limited. Book to

watch here.
For more information about the infinite
hands film programme and the wider
Langholm Made project, go to the Upland
website here
As a part of the Langholm Made project
exploring past and present making in
the town, Upland is delighted to present
a window exhibition of works created
by artist Deirdre Macleod in collaboration
with Langholm primary school pupils.
It is hosted in Welcome to Langholm,
Market Place from Saturday, July 10 to
Saturday, August 7.
The works have been made as a part
of Upland’s wider Making Connections
programme exploring and highlighting
Langholm’s rich history and heritage in
textile manufacture.
For details of the full programme go to
www.weareupland.com/projects/making
connections

Langholm Made artist, Emma Dove

Camera: Canon 6000D
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E&L CLASSIFIEDS

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
SCRAP METAL

PLUMBING & HEATING

COMMISSIONING
▪
SERVICING
▪
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
TO LET

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie
DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773
m. 07801 658561

TO LET - LANGHOLM

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN
Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk
AUTO SERVICES

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE  NEWCASTLETON

A VILLAGE GARAGE OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available
We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.
Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER

COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in The
Eskdale and Liddesdale Advertiser, please come into the
office on Langholm High Street and speak to the editor,
Rachel Norris.
Alternatively, please contact the Company Secretary
by email – secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk or by writing to:The Company Secretary, Muckle Toon Media,
Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

D

ELECTRICIAN

Solar
Renewables

Rewiring

All aspects
of Electrical
Work

E&L JOB SPOT

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

CUMBRIA METALS

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE

All aspects
of Testing

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

LED
Lighting

Ring office for an excellent service on

01461 337303
On time, on budget and extremely professional

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries
Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal
Big or small
we remove it all
Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

CHIMNEY SWEEP

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP
Chimneys and
Stove Flues swept.
Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

MOBILE VAN TIMES

LANGHOLM
TOWN HALL
(Inside)
WEDNESDAYS
10am - 3.30pm
FRIDAYS
9am - 2pm
Access through
rear door

_____________

Royal Bank of Scotland
Mobile Van
Day Centre Car Park
THURSDAYS
11:45am - 12.25pm

013873
80012

The LANGHOLM INITIATIVE

PROJECT MANAGER:
DIGITAL SKILLS PROJECT

The Langholm Initiative is seeking a project manager for its Digital Skills
project. The role is part time – 28 hours a week - initially for one year. This
may become a full time post for the same period, subject to funding being
secured.
Salary: £22,000 pro rata
Pension: 3% employer’s contribution
The main objectives of the project are:
• To develop the digital skills of older people in the community
• To encourage and inspire digital career pathways for younger people
• To support local businesses and community groups with their digital needs

Ideally you will have a degree or experience in this field and have excellent
interpersonal skills. You will be self-motivated with a knowledge of developing
digital participation schemes and/or experience of delivering services and
working with people and communities. You will also support the Langholm
Initiative with digital support as necessary.
Project management, administrative, report writing, and management skills will
be useful. Partnership working will be key to this role, and you are likely to work
closely with other organisations and businesses in the area. For further details of
the post see the Langholm Initiative website.

Enquiries to: 013873 80914
Applications by sending a covering letter and CV of no more than 2 x A4 pages
to recruitment@langholminitiative.org.uk
Closing date: Friday 23rd July
www.langholminitiative.org.uk

Giants of heptathlon again
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
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Heptathlon

St Andrew’s Castle
wins by a nose

Horseracing

IAIN Jardine Racing has
been enjoying a purple
patch over the past week
with two winners, three
seconds and three thirds.
Jardine, who trains at
Carrutherstown, described
as “brilliant” St Andrew’s
Castle’s win in the two-yearold maiden stakes over six
furlongs at Ayr.
While the Iffraaj colt ran a
little green, he went second
approaching the final furlong
and took the lead in the final
110 yards to win by a nose.
Jardine’s other win came
at Hamilton last Thursday
when Rose Bandit, ridden
by Joe Fanning, took the
five-furlong handicap by two
and three-quarter lengths.
Jamie Gormley gave him
a second when riding
Haveyoumissedme in a onemile, four and a half furlong
handicap at Newcastle. The
25/1 shot came in half a

length behind.
French Red, owned by
Frank Steele, Jim Hay and
Bobby Froud, came second
by a shoulder when ridden
by Pat Cosgrave in a sixfurlong classified stakes at
Yarmouth.
Macmerry Jim, ridden by
Andrew Mullen, came
second in a seven-furlong
handicap at Musselburgh on
Monday.
Top:
St Andrew’s Castle
Bottom Left:
Rose Bandit
Bottom Right:
French Red takes 2nd place

LANGHOLM Academy
pupils have retained
their Scottish Athletics
giant heptathlon national
champions’ title.
The event was moved
to a virtual format because
of COVID-19 restrictions.
S1 and S2 pupils competed at their own schools
and were measured over
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The Langholm Academy giant heptathlon team retain the championship

five running, jumping and
throwing athletic events.
The top five boys and
top five girls’ scores in
each event counted
towards the school’s team
total.
Pupils earned more
points the faster they could
run and further they could
throw and jump.
After qualifying from
the
Dumfries
and

Galloway regional contest
in May with the highest
school score, pupils’
scores were reset and measured for a final time
against schools from other
regions in Scotland.
Langholm Academy
were announced the winners, having edged out
Trinity Academy in
Edinburgh which took the
runners-up spot.

Summer
Activities

Active Schools

THE Active Schools and
Community Sport team in
Annandale and Eskdale have
put together a virtual programme
of activities to keep youngsters
busy and active during the summer holidays:
Community: walking, cycling,
outdoor activities and the fabulous quiz trails and word search
walking game.
Olympics: workouts, host your
own, themed games and travel
to Tokyo.
Challenges: step challenge, treasure trail, sport and fitness, be
positive, orienteering, geocaching.
Beach: games, sports, beach
art, local beach guide.
The team would love to see
photos of everyone taking part
in summer activities.
Share these on your social media
pages using #DGSummer#
GetIntoSummer
The team are part of the
Amazing Summer Roadshow,
delivering sport and physical
activity sessions.
It’s working with Youth Work
DG and Lifelong Learning to
deliver these fantastic sessions.
The roadshow is in Canonbie
on Friday, July 16 from 1pm to
4pm and in Langholm from
6pm to 9pm.
A free summer transition session
for S1 pupils is on the 3G in
Langholm on Tuesday, July 13
from 11am to 12.30pm.

www.kelso-races.co.uk

Damp night at
Sorbie suits Polaris

WITH the low-lying mist on
the hills at Sorbie last Wednesday, it was an achievement for
the trailmen to lay the scent
but both got round safely.
The damp night suited Polaris
in the first trail and he won easily, coming round the last hill
with a big lead.
Delta Script was next to appear
for second, with the rest of the
field some way back.
Castle Clansman led the way
in the maidens and he came
with a big lead, having enough
time to stop for a shake before
wandering over the line for his
first win of the season.
The pups set off into the mist
and Milo Moon and Pat Moon
returned to the slip but, after

circling, set off for another try
to get round.
This time they managed and
Milo Moon finished strongly
in front, with Border Pride and
Pat Moon racing for second and
third.
Milo, unfortunately, had not
had enough and after crossing
the line in front, decided to do
a lap of honour and set off
again.
Hounds have to be presented
to the judges within 10 minutes
of the end of trail, Milo did not
get his ticket and Border Pride
was promoted to first and Pat
Moon was second.
On Sunday at Spadeadam the
weather could not be more of a
contrast, being hot and sunny.
The senior hounds set off but
scaled early on in the trail and

Close game with Wilton

Bowling

LANGHOLM Old Town
bowling club had a very
close game with Wilton in
the top 10 at home last
Friday.
They missed out narrowly
by two shots.
S Barker gave the team a
good start, winning 21-12.
The pairs G Irving and K
Irving lost 17-12.
The triple team of J Little,
K
Nawrocki
and
G
Cuthbertson lost 20-10.
The rink of D Little, R Dunn,
S Paisley and B Jardine had
a tremendous result, winning
17-13.

It was not quite enough for
the result they were hoping
for but it was a very enjoyable
night of good bowling.
___________________

LANGHOLM Old Town
bowling club held its open
pairs’ tournament last
Sunday and it was played
in beautiful weather.
Before play started, they
held a minute’s silence for
the passing of Jim Lochrie,
a long-time member.
After some excellent bowling, the worthy winners were
Joyce Dickey (Hawick) and
Graham Smith (Selkirk) who

beat Melrose pair Ian
Crawford and Ross Graham
by nine shots to four.
The losing semi-finalists
were Aaron Hogg and Paddy
Laing, Lauren Scott and
Raymond Redmond.
At the end of a very
successful day, during which
the midges were nearly
unbearable, Kevin Irving,
president, presented the cup
and prizes to the winners
and thanked Zander Turnbull
for his kind sponsorship.
He also thanked everyone
involved for all their hard
work during the day.

man again stopped for a shake
before stepping over the line
for third.
In the pups Explore started
away in front and, as they came
back into view, he was still contesting the lead with Border
Prosper and they led them out
of sight behind the wood.
As they appeared on the finish,
Explore was just in front of
Border Prosper and Milo Moon.
These three had a good race
to the line but Explore stayed
on strongly to win.
Border Prosper just got up to
beat Milo Moon.
The final race of the day was
the all-in and Lucky Charm
showed her love for the place
by winning nicely.

Spadeadam, Sunday, June 27
Seniors: Fire Belle, Delta Status,
Matilda, Polaris, Time Will Tell, Fire
Strike. 9 ran. 30.31.
Senior maidens: Delta Scope, Frankel,
Castle Clansman, Fire Lass, Enable,
Fire Gem. 10 ran. 27.45.
Pups: Explore, Border Prosper, Milo
Moon, Splendid Sally, Delta Supreme,
Sea the Stars. 12 ran. 22.00.
All in: Lucky Charm, Bobby Moon,
Pirate Jake. 5 ran. 19.47.

Sorbie Farm, Wednesday, June 23
Seniors: Polaris, Delta Script, Fire
Strike, Fire Belle, Time Will Tell, Delta
Status. 6 ran. 24.39.
Senior maidens: Castle Clansman,
Delta Scope, Buster Moon, Fire Gem.
5 ran, 4 finished. 26.49.
Pups: Border Pride, Pat Moon. 6 ran,
2 finished. 29.48.
All in: Sportsman, Border Brae. 6 ran.
2 finished. 20.34.

Newcastleton’s Harry Adamson in action in Wirksworth, Derbyshire

Bike Trials

BIKE trial rider Harry Adamson of Newcastleton
secured a superb third spot at the national bike
trial championships at Wirksworth in Derbyshire.
Sixty competitors were split into different age categories and competed over three laps of five technical
sections.
Harry, 14, who is sponsored by Off Road Moto,
finished on the same score as the second-placed
rider but lost out on a tie break.
The winner was Finn Johnstone of Drumclog near
Dumfries and second was Oliver Cooper of Maryport,
Cumbria.
Harry was chosen by Off Road Moto as one of two
young riders for sponsorship.
He competes under the Off Road Moto name in
their chosen events and wears the new customised
JITSIE clothing.

E&L

SPORT
938740

Hounds

Sarah Harper with Delta Scope

were having trouble picking up
the scent,
Polaris and Fire Belle were
first to pick up the scent and
they set off with a good lead
before the others figured it out
and followed.
As they came back into sight
towards the field, these two still
had a lead but Diggle Boy was
catching them, with the rest of
the field in pursuit.
As they came onto the finish,
Fire Belle and Polaris had been
joined by Delta Status and
Matilda.
It was a good race to the line
and Fire Belle just held off
Delta Status and Matilda, with
Polaris having to settle for
fourth.
Next up were the maidens
and, as they reached the first
field, again there was a scale
but Castle Clansman never hesitated and led off up the hill,
with Delta Scope in pursuit.
Eventually, the others got on
the trail and set off but were at
least a field behind.
As they came back into view,
Clansman was still in front but
Delta Scope was only yards
behind, with the field having
closed within 100 yards of them.
As they came onto the finish,
Delta Scope had an unassailable
lead, with Clansman in second
and Frankel back another 50
yards in third.
Frankel soon passed Clansman
on the climb for second. Clans-

Third place for
trial rider Harry

Kevin Irving, president, presents winners Graham Smith and Joyce Dickie

Published by Muckle Toon Media CIC - a Community Interest Company, at their offices, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH. Telephone 013873 80012

771472

Sponsored by KELSO RACES

01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

26

Thursday July 1, 2021

Price 80p
9

Sports News

