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Public vote earns Langholm Playcare £12k for family support
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Wish you 
were here

A FREELANCE film-maker
and an artist from Eskdale are
among 10 new faces at this
month’s Spring Fling week-
end.

full story: page 4

Online What’s on
page: great asset

Calling all clubs, community
groups, charitable organisations
and anyone who is hosting an
event. Welcome to Langholm
website helps publicise your
event on it’s What’s On page

full story: page 7

full story: page 

Major funding boost
for vital parent groups

LAngHOLm playcare
has been awarded its
second green flag from
Keep Scotland beautiful.
The two-year journey to

renew its Green Flag has
had its difficulties, with
challenges and interrup-
tions from the pandemic.
The eco-committee

chose to focus on litter,
biodiversity and global citi-
zenship.
They were linked to the

UN sustainable develop-

ment goal of Life on Land.
Kerry Jackson, chairper-

son, said: “Keep Scotland
Beautiful was impressed
with our excellent work
here and in the community.
“One highlight has been

providing the option of
home-made lunches, 
instead of the children
bringing in packed
lunches. This has reduced
food and packaging waste
by 10 bin bags a week.”

children and staff at Langholm playcare have won their
second green flag

Keep Langholm
beautiful

LANGHOLM’s charitable
childcare organisation has 
received a massive financial
boost which enable it to resume
vital parent and child groups.
Playcare earned enough votes
in Dumfries and Galloway 
Council’s participatory budgeting
scheme which allows residents
to vote for a number of causes
in their areas.
A grant of £12,131 means the
organisation, based in the com-
munity centre, can once again
train a development worker to
run its Working our Way out of
Isolation Poverty.
Playcare offers full-day care
to meet the childcare needs of
families in the community and
surrounding rural area.
The development worker will
restart and develop the parent
and child groups (within restric-
tions) to help parents recover
from the impact of isolation 

because of the coronavirus.
These groups, Read, Play Sing
(rhyme); Baby Massage and
Baby Yoga and Sensory will be
delivered on a different basis
than previously because of the
impact of COVID-19.

interact
By holding these groups more
often each week, with fewer
parents and children attending
at one time, the staff member
can interact more fully with
both parents and children and
give support.
Morag Johnstone said: “We
also intend offering four hours
a week to allow the staff member
a 1-1 basis availability for parents
to talk by phone, face to face,
online or parental choice so they
can ask questions, ease worries
and concerns and allow trust to
build up, raising parental self-
confidence and self-worth.

“Families will enjoy the sup-
port, friendship, social interaction
and seeing their children 
develop.
Parents will grow in confidence
and gain more parental skills.
They will enjoy playing with
their children and understand
the importance of play.”

difference
Morag added: “We are so
pleased. It will make a big dif-
ference in supporting families
and the community. The groups
are so good and there is obvi-
ously a need.
“Staff need to be trained to do
baby massage and other activities
to deliver these groups and being
able to do that will help with
everything we do.
“At the moment we have only
one person who can do this so
the money will help us to train
others.”         >Turn to Page 2

Women in business
cOurSE iS dESignEd tO grOw pArticipAntS’ cOnfidEncE AS buSinESSwOmEn: pAgES 10 & 11

Mothers and babies enjoy the baby massage group at Langholm Playcare in 2018

Online Subscriptions to
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now available from only
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“The baby massage can start
with reduced numbers but we
have to wait for more guidelines
on lifting restrictions to be able
to hold other groups indoors.
“Thank you from us to everyone
who took the time to vote. It’s
because of the public that we got
the grant.”
From a total of 29 organisations,
which progressed to the voting
stage, 18 projects in the region
received offers of funding which
will result in either new jobs being
created or existing posts being
saved.
At this incredibly challenging
time, this funding will enable all
the organisations to complete
specifically-designed projects to
tackle poverty and inequalities in
communities.
Councillor Andy Ferguson, 

communities committee chairman,
said: “We are continuing to deliver
participatory budgeting to let com-
munities directly influence spend-
ing decisions in their areas.
“We have worked with people
to identify their priorities, gener-
ating solutions to meet needs and
choosing the most popular projects
for funding.
“I’m delighted so many of the
applicants received funding and
look forward to working with
them to develop and deliver each
and every project.”
Jeanette Byers, who chairs the
tackling poverty reference group,
added: “£200,000 worth of funding
was made available, of which 
Annandale and Eskdale received
£38,140 to distribute.”
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Thanks go to everyone who voted

Reboot events
Recovery fund for community groups

Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

Thanks for Sympathy

ONE-OFF projects in Liddesdale
are set to benefit from a new fund
to help communities recover from
the pandemic.
Scottish Borders Council has 
approved proposals for the admin-
istration of the Build Back a Better
Borders Recovery Fund.
The £500,000 fund has been 
established as part of the council’s
response and recovery efforts.
The intention is to support initia-
tives, projects or events which will
reboot or kick-start activities relating
to sport, culture, volunteering or
tackling environment and climate
change issues.
The overall objective is to 
strengthen community capacity, 
resilience and engagement.
It will also be open to events and
projects which recognise the signif-
icant contribution made by individ-
uals and groups by way of increased
volunteer activity and service to
their communities.
The fund will be available for one-
off projects and will be divided 
between the five localities of
Berwickshire, Cheviot, Eildon, Teviot
and Liddesdale and Tweeddale on
the basis of an 80 per cent/20 per
cent split of population and the 
Scottish Index of Multiple 
Deprivation.

Vulnerable
This acknowledges research find-
ings which show areas with a higher
percentage of residents in need are
known to have been disproportionally
affected by COVID-19 and the risk
of falling into poverty and extreme
poverty is considerably higher for
those already vulnerable.
Co-ordination of the fund and 
assessment of applications will be
done by the council’s communities
and partnership team.
Applications will then be passed
to the relevant area partnership for
decision-making.
The fund is open from June 1 until

May 31, 2022 and available to both
constituted groups (maximum
£15,000) and non-constituted groups
(maximum £5,000, with payment
through an umbrella body).
A fast-track process is available
for applications of up to £1,500.
Funding is allocated on a one-off
basis only.
Applications must be for new ini-
tiatives which support the region’s
recovery from the pandemic.
They should be accessible to 
everyone in the community and pro-
vided for free.
They need to show how they meet
at least one of the following out-
comes: improved access to sport;
improved access to arts and culture;
increased volunteering capacity; 
improved or enhanced community
capacity, resilience and engagement;
support for the environment enhanced

in a sustainable way; and greater
intergenerational work.

Recovery
Councillor Robin Tatler, executive
member for community development
and localities, said: “The Build Back
a Better Borders Recovery Fund is
strong evidence of our commitment
to doing all we can to work together
and support the recovery effort.
“I would encourage community
groups to start thinking about how
they could potentially benefit from
the fund so they can get their appli-
cations in once it opens.”
More information about the 
application process and eligibility
criteria will be available on the
council’s website and social media
channels before the fund opens on
June 1.

Community groups are invited to apply for council funding to kick-start activities in
Newcastleton and Liddesdale again

J. & A. Hodgson
Independent Family Funeral Directors

134 High Street, Annan
A Caring Family Firm
Caring for your family

Private Rest Room
For 24 hour caring personal service

Tel. 01461 205920
Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors Member
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available on request

AITCHISON

In memory of Geordie sadly taken 25th May
2018. Also Mollie 1st June 2006 and Rob
26th July 1980.

You left without warning
Gone so fast

Now all we have
Are memories of our past

Mary and Robin 

Karen Laidlaw and her daughter Connie have fun at the Read Play Sing group
at Langholm Playcare in 2018

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church Services
Sunday 23rd May
Langholm 10am

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.

Social Distancing 
will be observed.  

Please wear masks. 
Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 80859.

Mobile. 07543 179469

Charity no. SCO11946

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Canonbie Church
welcomes you to

Worship on Sunday
morning at 11:30.
Worshippers will be
required to adhere to
Covid restrictions. 
If you are seeking
pastoral support or
wish to arrange a
wedding or baptism
please contact Rev
Morag Crossan on
07861736071 

or email mcrossan@
churchofscotland.org.uk

Church Notices

Thank You

Hannah Robertson
Would like to thank
everyone who helped
me during my recent
riding accident and
for all the well wishes
I’ve received since.

In Memoriam

NICHOLSON
Craig and family wish to express their sincere
thanks to all neighbours and friends for the
kindness received following the sad loss of Lucy.
Thanks also to all who lined the route from the
house to the churchyard, 
David Erskine for his support and all staff present
on the day.



A STUNNING fine art print of the
painted stones, which have dec-
orated Langholm during the pan-
demic, is to be raffled.
Lou Adie and Aga Pinczak, who

live in Caroline Street, were inspired
by the art of the stones and decided
to create a lasting legacy.
They took photos of individual

stones and put them together to

create a poster.
This artwork has now been printed

on a fine art paper and framed by
Philip Gunn. Joy Lunn kindly covered
the cost of the framing.
This artwork will be on display at

Art Corner Gallery from this Saturday
until Saturday, June 5.
During this time the raffle tickets

will be sold in The Paper Shop, 

Co-op and other shops in the town.
The print will be the prize and all

proceeds from the sale of raffle tick-
ets will go to Langholm Day Centre
and its garden project.
The draw will be on Sunday, June

6 at the Welcome to Langholm 
information centre between 12pm
and 1pm.
Denis Male has donated 25 A3

prints which will go on sale with all
proceeds to the day centre.
There has been interest in tea 

towels made from the art work.
Aga said: “We will take orders dur-

ing the two weeks running up to the
draw and, once we have a number,
we will place the order.”

Orders
The orders can be made by sending

an email with the quantity wanted
and contact details to
pinczadies@gmail.com or call 07870
826 962.
Aga added: “If weather permits,

we will have a stand at the Co-op
carpark on the Saturday before the
draw, June 5, to encourage last-
minute ticket sales and give
Langholm people a chance to see
the smaller posters and order tea
towels.
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Couple stop
dog theft
A QUICK-THINKING couple
saved their dog from being stolen
after he was snatched by a passing
driver.
Toby, a Border Terrier, is 
owned by Kevin and Michelle
Jardine, who live at Pingle Farm,
Solwaybank near Canonbie.
Despite being able to rescue
Toby, Michelle said her efforts to
contact the police to report the
driver failed.
She tried for several hours to
ring 101 but no one ever answered
and she finally gave up at 11pm.
An automated message 
suggested she fill in an online
form but  the form was compli-
cated. Although she did fill it in,
she thought it might not have got
through.
Attempts by the E&L Advertiser,
which contacted the Police 
Scotland press office, also failed.
A spokesperson said they con-
tacted the (Dumfries and 
Galloway) division but there was
no record of the incident.
The attempted theft happened
last Friday at about 6.30pm.
Michelle said their house was
only about 10m from the road
and Toby was standing at the road
end.
She added: “It was lucky we
were in the garden. The man drove
20m past the road end and we
heard him stop.
“We heard him shouting and I
immediately thought he was shout-
ing at the dog.”
They realised he had picked up
Toby and Kevin has since spoken
to him. He denies he put the dog
in his car and they can’t prove it.
Michelle said: “I jumped in the
pick-up and followed him. I
flashed my lights at him but he
didn’t stop.
“Then Toby came running to-
wards us but he wouldn’t get in
the car and that’s not like him.
“He was traumatised all night
and sat very quietly and he was
sick all day on Saturday.
“I tried phoning 101 until 11pm
but couldn’t get through.
“It kept saying they had a high
volume of calls. I must have spent
about two hours altogether on the
phone and never got an answer.
“I’m sure they are busy but they
can’t be that busy.”
Michelle now wants to warn
other dog owners about their pets
being targeted by thieves.

Cannabis oil company
raises £2m to sell shares
Medicinal drug greenhouse production aspires to create 50 jobs
A MEDICINAL cannabis oil
farm is entering an “exciting
new phase”, says its director,
chairman and co-founder.
Hilltop Leaf Holdings Ltd is
a private medicinal cannabis
cultivation and extraction busi-
ness which aspires to create
upwards of 50 jobs.
Hilltop’s objective is to play
a leading role in the provision
of full spectrum cannabinoid
oils, active pharmaceutical 
ingredients and cannabis-based
medicinal products to the 
European market.
It has announced that it has
closed its Seed Enterprise 
Investment Scheme (SEIS)
round capital raise and exceeded
its target of £2m.
SEIS is designed to help a
company raise money when it’s
starting to trade.
It does this by offering tax

reliefs to individual investors
who buy new shares in the
company.
The company is also pleased
to announce that a total of
20,000,426 subscription shares
have been successfully sub-
scribed at the placing price of
10 pence for each ordinary
share.

Shareholders
According to the share sub-
scription, Hilltop has raised gross
proceeds of £2m.
Hamish Clegg, director, chief
executive officer, and co-founder
of Hilltop, said: “We are delighted
to have such strong support from
our new shareholders in our EIS
Seed round.
“The funds are a vital step 
towards realising our strategic
goals of creating a fully-integrated
medicinal cannabis company.

“The funds have specifically
contributed to the early con-
struction of our greenhouse,
enabling us to capitalise on the
£735,000 grant from South of

Scotland Enterprise in 2020.
The funds are also being in-
vested in our quality manage-
ment systems, pilot project to
conduct product development

and our licence application 
process.
Neil Ewart, director, chairman
and co-founder of Hilltop,
added: “Hilltop is entering an
exciting new phase as we con-
vert plans into reality.

Science-led
“With that comes great 
responsibility and focus on gov-
ernance for our new sharehold-
ers and stakeholders alike.
We strive to be a science-led
company with focused delivery
of top-quality product for our
patients.
“We are very grateful to all
our key stakeholders for their
financial support and partner-
ship.
“They have enabled us to
reach this significant milestone
of raising £2m and establishing
our exciting plant in Scotland.”
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Stone me! What a grand prize

The greenhouse being built by Hilltop Leaf to produce medicinal 
cannabis oil is under construction

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

Lou Adie and Aga Pinczac with their poster of the Langholm Stones

IN BRIEF



A FREELANCE film-maker
and an artist from Eskdale
are among 10 new faces at
this month’s Spring Fling
weekend.
Sian Yeshe of Langholm and
Janet Carson of Canonbie join
more than 60 artists and makers
to take part in event from May
29 to June 6.
All will have online studios
and some will take part in the
two Spring Fling Pop-Ups.
They range from painters, pot-
ters, photographers and print-
makers to jewellery, film and
glass makers, plus many others. 
Sian and Rachel Shnapp, film-
maker and artist, are also the
young artists selected for Upland
CIC’s annual six-month Emerge
scheme.
This gives emerging artists a
bursary, support and mentoring,
along with the chance to take
part in Spring Fling to help
them develop their careers.

Documentary
Sian works in documentary
film and installation.
Her work explores issues faced
in often under-represented com-
munities, particularly in a rural
context.
She hopes her work can uplift
the communities she engages
with and shine light on the 
diversity of life within them. 
Daniel Lacey, Lisa Rothwell-
Young and Rory Laycock, all
of Langholm, and Diana de
Gruyther of Harelaw, are the
other participants from Eskdale.

Joanna Macaulay, Upland’s
assistant director, said: “One of
the real attractions of Spring
Fling is that it’s always such a
rich mix of regular and new
participants.

“This year’s new faces are a
really exciting mix of emerging
and established artists and mak-
ers from many different disci-
plines, all of them bringing their
own distinctive dimension to
the event.”
Spring Fling has also unveiled
its full programme of events
and activities, including pop-
ups, an online exhibition, virtual
studios and a special audio art
commission.
About half the artists are con-
tributing to Wish You Were
Here!, an online exhibition from
May 29 to June 23 of small-
scale work by Spring Fling
artists which celebrates Dumfries
and Galloway.
This will give them a longer
period to showcase their work.

It celebrates our magnificent
region and showcases work
which can be safely delivered
to the customer.
All work in this exhibition is
no bigger than A4.
They include Bella Green, 
Diana de Gruyther, Janet Carson
and Rory Laycock.
The outdoor workshops are
Sketchbook Walkshop with 
Elizabeth Gilbey; Garden 
Adventures in Paint with Hazel
Campbell and Pen, Ink & 
Watercolour with Pamela Grace.
There will be live and recorded
sessions from participating artists
and makers on their own 

channels.
Online talks include Sow a
Little Wildness Back with Peter
Smith; Creative Conversations
with Clare Dawdry and Kate
Ive; and SSA and Spring Fling
Participants.
Demonstrations include Live
Print with Anne Waggot Knott
and jewellery with Alison
Macleod.
Events for children and fami-
lies include Draw along with
Lucy.

For details visit 
www.spring-fling.co.uk
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Straight to the Point is a magnificent painting of a Highland cow by Janet
Carson who will take part in Wish You Were Here!

Letters to the editor Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or

email your comments to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk

Sian Yeshe interviews ex-Cornet Stuart Murray for a documentary

Cowed by
Westminster
THE results are in and a
democratic verdict has been
given by the people of
Scotland.
There is a majority for a
positive move towards a
referendum to vote on Scotland
becoming, once again, an
independent and sovereign
nation.
Let us call it “The Will of the

Scottish People”.
But this result will not fit the
English establishment and its
supporters in the national press,
for example, the Daily Mail,
Daily Express, Sun, Times,
Telegraph et al.
Any news or facts will be
spun by them as a colossal
defeat of the SNP and the wider
independence movement. Such
is our free democratic press.

You have to remember who
owns these publications and
their motives are clear if you
will only look.
The SNP, as convincing
winners from this election,
should now pause and think
strategically. 
They must develop a plan for
the next five-year parliament
and beyond.
The Green Party, with eight
MSP seats, is likely to be an
important influence in Scotland
for the years to come and not
only because of their support
for an independent Scotland.
So the SNP should embrace
their policies and include them
into a general and, perhaps, an
informal coalition to promote
and enable the supreme
objective: an independent
Scottish nation.
The new government must
now expand its influence
externally.
I advocate a strategy to
establish a diplomatic presence
in the USA, the Nordic Council

of nations and our friends and
allies in the European Union.
Please don’t be cowed by
what Westminster may think or
deem to allow us to do. You
will have the will of the
Scottish people with you.
The international COP26
climate change conference in
Glasgow later in the year gives
a great opportunity for
Scotland to further establish its
world connections.
I acknowledge it is a UK-
hosted event but it is in
Scotland and, if only because
of common courtesy and
diplomatic decency, the
Scottish government must be
involved in an equal role with
Prime Minister Boris Johnson. 
The same courtesy and
involvement should also be
extended to Wales and
Northern Ireland. 
These are my thoughts and I
am certain others will have
many more.
There is surely one common
goal and that is the delivery of

an independent Scottish nation
taking its place in the world.
Let’s go for it.

Michael Clarke
Hillside Crescent

Langholm

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508

Military
training
I DO hope a lot of people
watched Paul Rose on his
final phase of his Pennine
Way experience on BBC4
last Thursday, May 13.
Particularly to take note of
his visit to the military
shooting training at Otterburn.
Do you, any of you, want
that to take place in
Eskdalemuir?

Christine Hudson
Rowanburn

Canonbie
Eskdalemuir    Photo Peter McDermott

Joanna Macaulay says this year’s
new faces are an exciting mix

Wish You Were Here!
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Don’t miss chance to
be vaccinated: plea

Hub offers
recycling
THE Eskdalemuir Community

Hub is encouraging residents
to recycle their blister packs
for medicines.
These packs are a disaster for

nature and need specialist 
recycling centres.
Thankfully, these are now be-

ing set up, via Terracycle,
through certain pharmacies. 
People will notice there 

is now a box in the hub 
where they can safely and
anonymously deposit their 
empty blister packs to be taken
for recycling. 

_____________________

Social club
reopens
THE Langholm Social Club
committee is delighted that the
club has reopened to customers. 
The club offers table service

only. Masks must be worn when
entering or leaving or when
moving about the clubrooms.
Sanitiser is available at both

doors and must be used when
entering or leaving. Social dis-
tancing must be adhered to.
The bar closes at 10.30pm

each night. 

MSP is concerned that people aged 40 to 49 must wait too long
THE number of new positive
COVID-19 cases in Dumfries
and Galloway in the week up
to May 14 totalled six.
In Annandale and Eskdale the

virus is suppressed in every area
of the district.
In the seven days up to May 9

there were 10 new positive cases
in Dumfries and Galloway.
More than half of all adults

have now received both COVID-
19 vaccinations.
Last week first dose vaccina-

tions got underway among those
aged 40 to 50, thanks to renewed
national availability of vaccine
stocks.
Dr Nigel Calvert, NHS 

Dumfries & Galloway immu-
nisation co-ordinator, said: 
“Fantastic progress has been
made in rolling out the second
dose vaccination to people who
are among the most vulnerable
to the effects of COVID-19. 
“A second dose gives them

the highest and longer-lasting
degree of protection against the
coronavirus.

“I know many people in health
and social care are anxious to
see all adults receive a vaccine
as quickly as possible. 
“This will protect them and

our wider communities and is
also needed to support the con-
tinuing moves out of lockdown.
“Our ability to progress is

linked to the national availability
of vaccine supplies.

Under 50s
“Because of work undertaken

to vaccinate people who are
clinically at risk, are unpaid
carers or working in a person-
facing role in health and social
care, we’ve already vaccinated
16,323 people aged under 50.
“I’d ask everyone to take up

the opportunity of a vaccination
at the time when they are offered
it and be patient as the new 
national availability of vaccine
stocks allows us to move very
quickly down through those in
the next age groups.” 
As at May 11, 63,968 second-

dose vaccinations had been 

delivered, representing 50.7 per
cent of all people aged over 16.
There had been 89,671 first-

dose vaccinations, representing
70.7 per cent of adults.
Seventy-one per cent of people,

who have received their first
dose, have also received their
second.

Colin Smyth, South Scotland
MSP, is concerned that vacci-
nation rates for the 40 to 49
age group are falling behind
national averages.
According to the latest figures

from Tuesday, in Dumfries and
Galloway 52.4 per cent of those
aged 40 to 49 had received at

least their first dose of the vac-
cine compared with the Scottish
average of 68.9 per cent and
72.9 per cent in England.

Supplies
However, overall, for the 18

plus age group, 73.7 per cent
had received at least one dose.
Mr Smyth said: “The NHS in

our region is doing all it can to
stop the spread of this terrible
virus but it relies on national
supplies and direction from the
Scottish government when it
comes to vaccinations.
“With the threat of new vari-

ants appearing all the time, it is
vital as many people are vacci-
nated as quickly and as safely
as possible.
“Constituents aged 40 to 49

have contacted me to ask why
the  programme in England is
now covering those aged 30-39
but Scotland is falling behind.
“It is all the more important

to catch up as restrictions ease
and we travel more and interact
with more people.”

IN BRIEF

EMMA Harper, the SNP’s
only South Scotland 
regional MSP, has hit the
ground running and is
moving her office.
Ms Harper, who retains her

registered nurse status and
provided COVID-19 vaccines
during the peak of the pan-
demic, is looking to recon-
vene many of the cross-party
groups she was involved in

during the previous parlia-
mentary session.
She said: “I have contacted

businesses and community
groups and the establishment
of my office is well under-
way.
“My number one priority is

recovery from the pandemic
and this is our First Minister
Nicola Sturgeon’s and gov-
ernment’s priority.

“I will also work to ensure
our government takes for-
ward its manifesto commit-
ments to South Scotland.

Open-door policy
“My team and I will offer a

COVID-safe, open-door pol-
icy when my new office
opens and I’m always avail-
able to contact via email or
phone in the meantime.”

Online subscriptions to the

are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read

anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT!  

Dr Nigel Calvert asks everyone to take up the opportunity of a vaccination 

Emma sets out her stall

Emma Harper is the SNP’s only MSP in South Scotland. She says her number one priority is 
recovering from the pandemic
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Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES
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C&D Auction Marts had forward a
smaller show of ewes with lambs at foot.
They were well bid for and made their
full value.

With several customers present, the
sale topped at £122 a life for a pen of
huge Texel x hoggs with lambs from
Messrs Slaven, Foregirth.

Ewes with single lamb: Dorset £101
Leathorn. Texel £90, £88 Rosebank Cres-
cent. Beltex £90, £81 Glasson. Mule
£78 Low Closegill. Suffolk £77 Pilmuir.
Charollais £71 Leathorn. Ewes with twin
lambs: Texel £92, £79 Wallend, £75 Pil-
muir & Low Closegill. Mule £83 Rye-
croft, £75 The Croft, £73 Low Closegill.
Charollais £80 Leathorn. Beltex £80
Glasson. Cheviot Mule £77, £76 North
House. Suffolk £71 Hallrule Mill. Jacob
£55 Rosebank Crescent. Swaledale £48
Pilmuir. Shearlings with single lamb:
Texel £85 Fell View, £84 Low Closegill.
Mule £76 Whitehouse. Shearlings with
twin lambs: Texel £85 Whitehouse. Hoggs
with single lamb: Texel £122 Foregirth,
£120 Crosshill, £106 & £105 Whitehouse.
Mule £100 & £99 Hallmyre.

For the time of year, a good entry of
288 store hoggs and feeding ewes met

another strong trade for all classes.
Top £110 for Suffolks from Drinkstone;

Dutch Texels to £106 Coalfell; Greyfaces
to £105 Triermain, £94 & £93 Edston;
Texels to £102 Triermain, £98 Spency
Croft, £94 Drinkstone. Feeding ewes
met a buoyant trade. Top £96 for a Beltex
from Coalfell; Greyfaces to £93 Edston;
Cheviots to £80 Leafield, who also sold
Blackfaces to £56; Herdwicks to £61
Bonnyrigg Hall.

The mart held the sale of breeding
store cattle on May 11.

A wonderful entry of breeding cattle
sold to a busy ring of buyers ensuring a
brisk trade throughout.

Incorporated in the offering of breeding
cattle was the full dispersal of the com-
mercial beef breeding herd from M/s I
& G Aitchison, The Side, Newcastleton.
A fantastic run of commercial cows was
brought to the fore and a trade to match,
topping at £3,000 for a third calving
Limousin cross cow with a shapely
Limousin cross heifer calf at foot. This
dispersal went on to average a staggering
£2,152. The board of directors, auctioneers
and all the staff at Longtown wish the
Aitchison family a long, happy and

healthy retirement.
Cow with heifer calf: Limousin £3,000

£2,500 £2,400 The Side. Cow with bull
calf: Limousin £2,600 £2,450 £2,400 x
2 The Side. 

A super entry of first quality store
cattle, predominantly yearling sorts, was
presented to a full ring of potential
buyers. Forward stores sold to recent
high rates, while cattle needing grass
were proved harder to place. 

Topping the steer section was the first
beast into the ring, a very smart Limousin
cross steer consigned by M/s D Watkin,
East Newburn realising £1,620. Heifers
topped at £1,300 for a 12 month old
stylish Limousin cross heifer consigned
by M/s TV & M Storey, Tinnis Hall,
Canonbie.

Store bulls sold to serious rates, topping
at £1,350 for a pair of 10 month old
Limousin cross bulls consigned by M/s
Reed & Hill, Lingey Field, Stocksfield,
Hexham, whose run of 9m-11m old bulls
levelled at £1,222 for 10 sold. 

The mart had forward 2,999 sheep
comprising 1,544 prime hoggs, 167 spring
lambs and 1,288 cast ewes and rams at
the sale on Thursday, May 13.

A good show of cast cows forward, all
classes were in big demand and met a
competitive trade with more numbers
needed weekly. Topping the sale at £1,066
was a British Blue cow consigned by
M/s R & M G Elliott, Hallburn Croft,
Longtown, realising £1,066. Topping at
159p for the same well-presented British
Blue cow. 

New season spring lambs sold to a top
price per kilo of 367p for Texel lambs
shown by I Donaldson, Ashton, with top
per head of £163 for Suffolk lambs from
Hazel M Martindale, The Land, whose
run of 16 Suffolk lambs averaged 46kg,
306p, £142.44. Overall average 302.94p
(SQQ 306.28p).

Principal prices (per kilo): Texel 367p
& 334p Ashton, 338p Merkland, 328p
Tathhill Cottage. Suffolk 325p & 317p
The Land, 318p Pasture House, 312p
Kimmeter Green. Charollais 319p Pasture
House. Berrichon 300p & 297p Carse.
Hampshire 293p Brookside.

Oxford 288p Guards. Cheviot 279p
Millantae. Herdwick 263p Brookside.

A smaller, mixed show of 1,544 prime
hoggs was forward with a definite divide
between well-fed hoggs and lean hoggs

which have a limited customer base from
now on. Well-finished hoggs still main-
taining recent high rates of return. 

Topping the sale was a pen of 18 well-
fed Cheviot hoggs consigned by M/s
Conaghan, West Scales, realising 321p.

Top price per head was a pen of hefty
Texel hoggs consigned by M/s R & S
Nixon, & Co, Oakwood, Selkirk, realising
£165, several pens of hoggs sold over
£160 as long as they were well finished.

Principal prices (per kilo): Cheviot
321p & 307p West Scales, 304p Creca
Hall, 302p Station Yard. Beltex 319p
Torkirra, 308p East Raffles, 308p &
307p Snade. Texel 316p Bog House,
315p Trecorner & Blackleaze, 314p
Trecorner. Charollais 310p Trecorner.
Blackface 310p & 296p Glenmanna,
296p Blackleaze, 287p Patties Hill. Suf-
folk 306p Trecorner, 290 Annanhill, 283p
Hayclose. Shetland 292p & 281p Auchlin,
282p Upper Senwick. Cheviot Mule
291p & 263p Torkirra, 277p Ryehills.
Mule 286p Oswie, 282p Pasture House,
274p Trecorner & Bog House, 272p
West Scales. Herdwick 278p Newton
Field. Easycare 276p & 221p Trecorner.
Swaledale 270p Patties Hill, 262p

Broomhill. Welsh 270p Great Bidlake.
Lleyn 261p Mallsgate Hall. Oxford 244p
Trecorner.

A smaller show of 1,288 ewes was
forward. Over-fat ewes were less money,
along with plain ewes, with limited de-
mand, while all other classes were very
similar to last week’s high rates of return.  

Heavy ewes topped at £212 for Texel
ewes from J Pirie, Machrihanish, Camp-
beltown.

Hill ewes topped at £111 for Cheviot
ewes shown by J Richardson & Sons,
Courstein. Blackface ewes sold at £94
consigned by B Cheesbrough, Lanehead.

Rams sold very well with a shortage
of heavy tups, topping at £175 for Texels
from DW Scott, Stanley House, and Suf-
folks to £170, consigned HS MacTeir,
Bog House, Newton Stewart.

Averages. Lambs: light to 319p
(309.5p); standard to 328.9p (298.6p);
medium to 367.1p (313.6p); heavy to
316.3p (298.5p); overweight to298.1p
(270.4p). Hoggs: light to 279p (226.9p);
standard to 321p (269p); medium to
319p (278.7p); heavy to 316p (286.5p).
Ewes: light to £120 (£81.41); heavy to
£202 (£121.40). Rams: £205 (£129.79).

Around the marts

Most people favour
fair land ownership

Borders disease
centre upgrade
SCOTLAND’S Rural College
(SRUC) is investing £500,000
to upgrade the veterinary dis-
ease surveillance centre in St
Boswells.
The refurbishment of the

surveillance centre will extend
the life of the building for
decades and improve the facil-
ities to support animal health
and livestock production.
The works will overhaul the

interior and exterior and upgrade
the laboratories and employee
spaces.
The post-mortem examination

room will be upgraded with a
new hydraulic table and a new
design of cradle to improve 
efficiency and safety when 
examining adult cattle post-
mortem.
Floor, wall and drainage 

improvements will maximise
hygiene and safety.
New energy-saving lighting

will help reduce the carbon
footprint of the building.
Based at Greycrook, SRUC

Veterinary Services provides
animal health diagnostics for
livestock in the Borders, 
Midlothian and East Lothian
and more widely when required.
The St Boswells veterinary

team support farm veterinary
practitioners in their work to
reduce the impact of disease
on livestock.
They also contribute to the

collection of disease information
which is used nationally to im-
prove livestock production 

efficiency and animal welfare
in Scotland.
George Caldow, head of

SRUC Veterinary Services, said:
“The St Boswells centre is an
important part of the national
disease surveillance programme
and helps to improve animal
health and support farm pro-
duction.
“The refurbishment of St

Boswells will help secure this

service for many years to
come and provide a focal point
for farm animal health in the
region.”
The post-mortem examination

room is now closed for a few
weeks while the refurbishment
work is carried out.
The veterinary team will pro-

vide post-mortem services from
an alternative location nearby.
More information has been

sent to veterinary practitioners
who should be the point of call
for farmers.

NEARLY three quarters of
people in Scotland support
widening ownership of both
urban and rural land, a public
survey has found.
The survey of 1,500 people

also found climate change,
building on greenspace and 
inequality in land ownership

were considered three of the
biggest issues for the future of
Scotland’s land.
The Scottish government sur-

vey, conducted by Ipsos MORI
in collaboration with Scotland’s
Rural College (SRUC), looked
at the public's attitudes to land
reform and community engage-

ment in decisions about land
use.
While 73 per cent of those

surveyed knew very little about
the government’s land reform
agenda, participants were aware
of challenges related to land in
Scotland.

Land banking
This included concentrated

ownership, absentee landlords,
housing developments encroach-
ing on the green belt, vacant
and derelict land, disputes over
access rights and land banking,
through which investors buy
land in the hope of making a
greater profit in the future.
Nearly three quarters (71 per

cent) of survey respondents sup-
ported widening ownership of
both rural and urban land to 
include more public, community
and third sector ownership,
while only seven per cent 
opposed that objective.
A considerable number of 

respondents (44 per cent) were
concerned about vacant or
derelict land in their areas.
There was a feeling that urban

examples of communities buy-
ing buildings or unused land
benefited a greater number of
people for a much lower cost

than rural examples of relatively
large land purchases where pop-
ulations were smaller.
Respondents viewed climate

change (24 per cent), building
on greenspace (18 per cent) and
inequality in landownership (17
per cent) as the three biggest
challenges for Scotland’s land.
Most respondents said it was

important to consider the pro-
tection of wildlife (96 per cent)
and climate change (89 per cent)
when making decisions about
land use.
Rob McMorran, interdisci-

plinary researcher in the Rural
Policy Centre at SRUC, said:
“There is an evident appetite
among the participants for
greater involvement in decisions
about land use.
“Initiatives to encourage this

should tap into the pride felt in
Scotland's land and the concerns
about vacant and derelict land,
about the lack of community
facilities and about land not 
being used to benefit commu-
nities."
For more information about

the survey, which was published
by the government, visit
www.gov.scot/publications/
attitudes-land-reform

George Caldow, head of SRUC 
veterinary services

Most people in Scotland support widening ownership of rural and urban
land such as the community buyout in Langholm
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Amazing
summer
DUMFRIES and Galloway
Council is seeking organisations
to deliver free activities during
the summer school holiday from
Saturday, June 26 to Wednesday,
August 18.
The Amazing Summer fund
is specifically to provide free
activities for children and young
people in every ward in 
Dumfries and Galloway.
The funding will give children
and young people from P1 to
P7 and S1 to S6 opportunities
to meet their friends and take
part in activities in Dumfries
and Galloway.
There is £250,000 of funding
available and the council rec-
ommends that applications do
not exceed £20,000.
In exceptional circumstances,
it will consider applications of
up to £50,000 if they display a
significant impact on children
and young people, work with
multiple partners or cover more
than one area in Dumfries and
Galloway.
There is no match funding 
requirement for this fund.
The fund is now open for 
applications and it closes at
8am on Monday, May 31.
A scoring panel will meet to
decide on allocations on
Wednesday, June 2.
All applicants will be informed
of the decision by Monday,
June 7.
Application forms and guid-
ance notes are available at
Amazing Summer Fund 
(dumgal.gov.uk)

________________

Payments
to children
A TOTAL of 2,505 Scottish
Child Payments have been made
in Dumfries and Galloway since
its launch.
The benefit, unique to 
Scotland, helps low-income
families with the costs of raising
children. It gives qualifying par-
ents and carers £40 every four
weeks for each child under six.
More than nine in 10 of the
applications processed have
been approved and payments
started in February.
Applications came from 2,785
people in the region. By the
end of March, 2,505 were made
so £97,330 has been paid.
Parents and carers can apply
for all eligible children in their
household in a single application
and for Best Start Grants and
Best Start Foods at the same
time.

IN BRIEF
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Langholm Academy Coffee Morning The easy to use form on the Welcome to Langolm web site provides a great way to publicise your event

Welcome to Langholm website helps publicise your event
Calling all clubs, community groups, charitable organ-
isations and anyone who is hosting an event, be it a
coffee morning, craft workshop, charity fundraiser, 
litter-pick or anything at all, the “Welcome to Langholm”
website has a category for listing such and we invite
you to log on and populate the page with your information. 

Using the link: https://
welcometolangholm.co.uk/
whats-on/add-your-event log on
and follow the instructions to
upload your event. It’s very
straightforward process and once
you click “submit your event”
the website administrator will
receive a notification and it will
be “live” on the site once 
approved. We will then advertise
the event on the various social
media platforms. 
The “Welcome to Langholm”
website is very much a 
community advertising platform

as well as a first point of call to
tourists and visitors to the area. 
Full of information including
trades/businesses, community
groups, sports clubs, interesting
places to visit, walks, cycling
trails accommodation providers
and places to eat, it will be 
update regularly as things
change. 
For more information or help
with your listing, please contact
the website administrator,
Sharon Tolson at 
sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk 

By Ernie Buck

THE Eskdalemuir ESMP Hall
walking group is a rather
grand title for what is a small
group of social strollers.
Shortly after its inception a
few years ago, it was nicknamed
the walk ’n talk group.
The original idea was to meet
at the hall on the first Sunday
of each month and choose some-
where to walk, appropriate for
those attending.
Most walks have been three
or four miles long; some circular
but others where we’ve parked
a car/s at either end of the route
so it wasn’t too long or avoid

walking on main roads.
A few walks have been up to
six miles long. From memory,
our best attended and most suc-
cessful outing was a circum-
navigation of the Black Esk
Reservoir. Thirteen people turned
up and it didn’t rain.
Like many social activities,
ours was curtailed by the dreaded
pandemic.
We deemed the rules to have
been relaxed sufficiently to start
up again this month. Seven of
us enjoyed a three-mile stroll
on the west side of the valley,
starting and finishing at Nether
Cassock.
The route took us up and

around Cassock Hill and afford-
ed views over the top end of
the Esk Valley, up to Foulbog
and the border with Scottish
Borders. We survived one short,
sharp hailstone shower.
Plans for walks include routes
around either side of the valley:
Enzieholm Bridge to Bentpath,
Bentpath to Burnfoot,
Dumfedling to the the seismo-
logical station, circular walks
on either side of Garwald Water
and the timber bypass route
from the B723 to B709.
Other suggestions are wel-
come. We also plan weekday
walks as the season progresses.

Eskdalemuir walkers Jenny Hickey, Sally Barrett, Helen Doolan, Ernie
Buck and Steve Kent

These boots are made for walking



By Gilly Fraser

WHEN a community works
together, it can move moun-
tains.

Or, in the case of 
Newcastleton, totally trans-
form an unloved piece of
wasteland into a beautiful
woodland walk and garden
area for the village primary
school. 

The idea first began with 
Liddesdale resident Sarah
Laing, who saw the potential in
an overgrown patch of land 
beside the school.

She said: “It was a bit of a
wilderness so a load of parents
got together and helped to clear
the place and we took out about
20 trailerloads of brash and
weeds and branches.

“As we cleared the space, we
saw what the opportunity could
be so that got our creative juices
flowing.”

Andy Jones, headteacher, and
the teaching staff were enthu-
siastic and supportive right from
the start so work began in
earnest during the Easter holi-
day.

Sarah added: “The design of
the walk was really pretty 
organic, with a natural path
opening up into a circle which
was perfect for the firepit and
bushcraft area.

“We thought it would be a
great way to lead the children
into the trees so they could
learn and play.”

The firepit is topped by a
parachute awning, repurposed
for its new task by the sewing
skills of village pharmacist Libby
Kennedy.

When the fire is lit, the
parachute billows out, giving
the impression of being in a
hot air balloon. 

As the scheme grew bigger
and more ambitious, it became
more expensive.

Grant-funding was sourced,
thanks to Hawick and Hermitage
councillor Watson McAteer,
while Buccleuch Estates kindly

donated several thousand
pounds worth of materials as
well as manpower.

Sarah says she’s been
amazed by the generosity 
of residents, groups and busi-
nesses.

So far, she’s written nearly 40
thank you letters and still hasn’t
come to the end of the list.

“We applied for funding 
to run bushcraft and wildlife
courses and Newcastleton and 
District Community Trust has
been incredibly generous and
given us a huge grant, which
will enable us to run about 25
sessions.”

As well as the woodland walk,
a garden area has been 
created with raised beds – one
for each class in the school.

Polytunnel
Holding pride of place is a

polytunnel big enough to hold
a class in, supplied at a hefty
discount by the Lancashire-
based company Northern 
Polytunnels.

The Newcastleton School
Partnership and businesses
have funded all the equipment,
seeds and gardening materials. 

With today’s growing empha-
sis on the value of outdoor
learning, the development
couldn’t be more timely and
Sarah says the children love
their new spaces.

Mr Jones says the team effort
between the NSP, the school
and the community has deliv-

ered an outstanding resource
for the children.

He added: “This will enable
them to engage more with their
natural environment and give
a much broader curriculum 
experience.

“We are immensely grateful
for the donations of time, 
money and resources, which

have made this happen, and
look forward to making learning
outdoors an integral part of the
teaching during the year here.

“As you share, it shows the
amazing results when the com-
munity comes together, some-
thing Newcastleton is noted
for.”
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Newcastleton folks move mountains

Primary 4 pupils makin sure the seedlings are watered

Jock Elliot works his magic with the stonework

Helen Jane and Philip Hedley lending a hand

Above: Pupils from Primary 2 
preparing the compost

Sarah Laing in the fire pit

THANK YOU LIST
Businesses: 
Thomas Graham, Holm Hardware, 
Clive Foster, 
Carrs Billington, 
Harbro, 
Latimers of Langholm, 
Hozelock and Morrisons 
for tools, buckets, slates, plants, seeds, birdfeeders 
and a hosepipe.
Shane and Jake Mitchinson 
(Doctor Grow at Leahaugh) for compost,
Adrienne Telford for horse manure and 
Pete Jackson for moving it. 
Mark Charters and Cameron Paterson for building the
potting bench, sink unit and benches.
Ed Morris and Barry Patterson for materials and time. 
Ter Lockerby and Pete Jackson who helped put up the
fence.
The Rock UK team (Josh Smith, Lee Musson and 
Simon Robinson with Libby Kennedy) for creating the
bush craft space, including benches made with timber
from Lawrence Scott and Kate Knott, and edging stones
from George Laing. 
Jock Elliot for the amazing stonework, 
ATT Gretna (Darren Armstong) and Angus Laing for 
different elements of the firepit, and Shaun Turnbull and
James Lockerby for firewood and kindling. 
Stewart and Phyllis Martin for buying the shed, 
Beatrice Scott and the Grieve family for plants and
cuttings. 
Heather Longstaff for making the polytunnel aprons. 
Wendy Patterson, Caroline Blaikie and Joan Robson for
the wildlife quiz questions in the woodland walk. 
Allan and Will Ferrie for lifting, shovelling and moving just
about anything. 
Philip and Helen Jane Hedley and Pete Scott for 
building the polytunnel and raised beds. 
Newcastleton and District Community Trust and Jane
Bower and Geoffrey Kolbe have pledged money towards
guided bush craft sessions and Tilhill has made a gener-
ous donation and promised to deliver educational out-
door courses.
Our team of volunteers (parents and non) for raking, dig-
ging, shovelling and being generally amazing. 

Primary 3 planting seeds

Left: 
Primary 5 in the Polytunnel
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Enterprising women 
log in to entrepreneurship
Online course is designed to grow participants’ confidence as businesswomen

Emma McLellan started selling her textiles in Langholm’s Pop-up Shop

THE Newcastleton and District Community Trust
(NDCT) was the anchor organisation for a cohort of 14
women in southern Scotland to participate in the
Women’s Enterprise Scotland online course for bud-
ding entrepreneurs. 
Among them were several from Eskdale and Liddesdale.  

The facilitator was Claire Musson of NDCT.
The 10-week course covered topics from marketing to
customer service and much in between.Importantly, the
course was designed to grow participants’ confidence and
positive self-image as businesswomen.

To foster the love of baking is Ann Redpath’s mission

HOME baker Ann
Redpath’s mission
is to encourage

people to hang onto the
love of baking they dis-
covered during lockdown.
Ann, who lives in Hownam,
has a background in micro-
biology but she also loves
home baking and worked in
a coffee shop until lockdown.
She said: “During lockdown
I had a home baking and
cookery blog on Facebook
and I turned it into a charity
recipe book with memories
of lockdown through it.
“This lockdown in lambing
book has proved very popu-
lar and has made £17,000
for charities.
“My original business plan
was to try to encourage peo-
ple to keep baking now that
lockdown is finished.”
Ann has just begun trading
as Home Baking in a Jar
and she is currently working
from her farmhouse kitchen.
She added: “There are out-
buildings available to use if
we need to expand into extra

working space at some point.
“My business sells jars filled
with all the dry ingredients
people need to home-bake
brownies and cookies and I
hope to include various other
recipes soon.
“All the customer needs to
do is add eggs and butter or
oil and it's ready to bake. All
the taste with zero waste as
well.”
Ann found out about the
Women’s Enterprise Scot-
land course when someone
from Teviothead asked her
to share it around the WI
groups.
She said: “I’m federation sec-
retary and I thought it looked
like a productive way to
spend 10 weeks of lock-
down.
“Although I’m not from 
Newcastleton, I was allowed
to join because I live re-
motely.
“The information it gave me
has been very worthwhile and
it's been great getting to know
the other girls from  
Newcastleton.”

LANGHOLM’S Pop-Up
Shop was the first
opportunity Emma

McLellan had to sell her
textile products.
Emma, who is studying tex-
tile design at Heriot Watt Uni-
versity in Galashiels, named
her business Crane Wife Tex-
tiles after an old Japanese
folk tale.
Emma said: “My business
is really a start-up and, 
although I’ve done a few bits
and pieces over the years,
the course pushed me into
trying it.
“It was valuable in giving me
a proper focus on what I could
come up with which was
saleable and commercial.”
Emma uses vintage textiles,

like tweed, to make her prod-
ucts and use her skills to turn
them into something else. As
she says: “Everything we
make has a cost to the envi-
ronment.”
She added: “The work,
which goes into these prod-
ucts, is significant. It’s very
skilled. Can we get people
to value that?”
Emma currently lives in
Langholm but is moving to
Newcastleton soon.
She said: “I’m keen to get
a creative hub space where
people can access materials,
knowledge and skills to pro-
mote textile heritage.
“Sometimes, people just
need a big table for cutting
out and a sewing machine.”

A selection of Sharron Harkness’ colourful cufflinks

FOR Sharron 
Harkness, the course
helped her to dis-

cover what direction her
business would go in.
Sharron makes a variety of
items such as jewellery and
bags but she has decided
to concentrate on clan dolls.
Sharron works at Hermitage
Castle and sees a lot of
overseas visitors, especially
Americans.
A few years ago she made
and sold some Armstrong
clan dolls for the clan’s 
annual gathering.
She has a shed in her gar-
den where she makes her
crafts and has a domain
name.
She said: “The course made
me decide to focus (on the
dolls) rather than make all
sorts of things.
“The dolls are dressed in
whichever tartan people want.
Each doll is one of a kind; no
two are the same. It comes
with a certificate and a name.
The clothes are authentic 17th

century.
“Now I need to do a little bit
more research into breaking
into the overseas market. I
have some contacts who
can put me in touch with
clan leaders in the USA.”
Sharron has accumulated a
lot of tartan from sources
like Yarns To Yearn For and
she was also put in touch
with Christine Donaldson of
Strathmore which is based
in Forfar, Fife.
She said: “I use as many
off-cuts as I can and all my
packaging is made of recy-
cled materials. I want to have
as low a carbon footprint as
possible.
“There are about 200 tartans
I don’t have names for yet. I
wish there was a tartan app.”
She added: “I spoke to the
chairperson of Women’s 
Enterprise Scotland and she
thought clan dolls were a
good idea. There was noth-
ing like them out there yet.”



FORTY-FIVE pupils have
asked to repeat their school
year in Dumfries and 
Galloway because of the 
impact of COVID-19.
Of those, 13 were in Annandale
and Eskdale.
This year the education au-
thority received a higher number
of requests for a repeat school
year, whereas the usual figure
is between 10 and 15 a year.
Last year 12 requests were 
received so this year’s figure
has increased by 275 per cent.
The council does not usually
receive any requests for repeat
S6 years but 13 were requested
this session.
Of the 45 requests, 40 were
agreed by the authority, two
were declined and three were
withdrawn.
Members of the education and
learning committee heard that
the Scottish government had
given several tranches of extra
funding to councils to support
various aspects of recovery in
education in response to the 
impact of the pandemic.
All these measures had con-
tributed to the council’s ability
and capacity to deliver aspects

of the recovery of ‘in-person’
learning and teaching in schools
and early learning and childcare
settings.
Gillian Brydson, director of
skills, education and learning,
said there would be no external
assessment of National 5, Higher
and Advanced Higher courses,
as announced by the government
late last year and the 2021 exam
diet had been cancelled.

Disruption
She said: “Pupils have expe-
rienced disruption to learning
this session and actions have
been taken to ensure pupils have
time to complete the assessment
needed for teachers to determine
provisional results.
“The Scottish Qualifications
Authority (SQA) has reduced
the assessment evidence needed
for each national course to the
minimum, while maintaining
the standards of the qualifica-
tions.
“Pupils will receive their 
results on Tuesday, August 10.
“Their provisional results will
be based on the assessments
they complete and arrangements
for these assessments will be

consistent with SQA’s level and
subject-specific guidance.”
She said details of assessment
plans were being sent by schools
to parents and pupils so they
could have a clear understanding
of the processes, timeline and
what each assessment would
look like in each subject.
Before the formal assessment
pupils doing National 5, Higher
and Advanced Higher courses
would have time to review and
recap on the learning they did
remotely.
Since July last year the council
has received £9,788,871, 
including digital inclusion fund-
ing of £733,257, to support the
recovery in education.
The council expected to spend
£3,936m in 2020/21 and in
2021/22 will spend £5,427m.

Cleaning
This will leave a spare sum of
£426,000 which could go 
towards the extra costs in clean-
ing schools which are expected
to continue into the new aca-
demic year.
The potential costs of extra
cleaning is calculated to be
£1.232m if it is done up until

April 2022.
This includes the extension of
contracts for temporary staff
which are due to end next month.

There may be more funding
from the government to support
this requirement, as was the
case in 2020/21.
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Cottage
approval
UNCONDITIONAL approval
has been given to Andy
Kennedy of Waterlooville to
do alterations at End Cottage,
Drove Road, Langholm.
They include installing nine
replacement windows and two
external doors, removing 
cement render and installing
lime-based mortar and paint
to the external walls, removing
roof tiles, forming two
rooflights and putting slates
on the rear extension roof.

____________________

New house
proposal
BUCCLEUCH Estates has 
applied for planning in princi-
ple to build a house and install
a septic tank and soakaway on
land north west of 2 Gilnockie
Cottages, Gilnockie.

Women’s Enterprise Scotland paves the way for administration business

MICHELLE Nichol
turned her redun-
dancy, caused by

the pandemic, into an 
opportunity to set up her
own business.
Michelle, who lives near

Newcastleton, said her 
redundancy gave her time
to reflect on the options avail-
able and, with 20 plus years
of experience in the admin-
istration world, she decided
to set up her business, adMN
Business Solutions.
She said: “My original idea

was to run a catering com-
pany from home, the com-
plete opposite to assisting
people with paperwork. It
may be still a possibility. Who
knows?
“At the start of the WES

course I had a clear vision
in my head to create an 
administration business.
“This course has given me

the confidence to take that
step forward to accomplish

the start of something great.
“I started adMN Business

Solutions halfway through
the course.  This was when
my first client Nutrigrow con-
tacted me to help in its their
website.
“I work from home but I’m

flexible to suit my clients’
needs. You can't beat being
face to face with people, 
although, at the moment, it
has to be socially-distanced.”
adMN Business Solutions

will cater for any office ad-
ministration needs, keeping
admin in check and enabling
the businessperson to make
time to grow their business.
Michelle’s mission state-

ment is 'Striving to inspire
the people I work with to 
accomplish their business
goals'.
As well as developing a

website for Nutrigrow near
Longtown, she’s helping a
florist flourish - Miss Adam's
Flowers near Gretna.

She added: “I also helped
the women from this course
by co-ordinating the
Langholm Pop-Up Shop
event last week and next
month will be part of a front-
of-house team for catering
company, Liddesdale Country
Catering.
“Talk about being a busi-

ness solution, I’m able to
adapt to my clients’ needs
because of my skill-set.”
“Initially, Michelle started

doing online courses; just 
refresher courses to keep
her mind busy and she saw
information on Facebook
about the rural start-up pro-
gramme.”
She found out about the

Women's Enterprise course
on Facebook.
She added: “I think it was

my mam who saw this and
sent it to me.
“I contacted Claire Musson

of the Newcastleton and 
District Community Trust, one

of the facilitators, who went
through the course in more
detail and, after discussing
my idea with her, she thought
I would be a good candi-
date.”
Michelle emphasised the

difference the course had
made to her in progressing
her business.
She said: “It has been very

insightful, making me under-
stand it isn't only about ideas
but also all the hidden things
you have to think about when
setting up a business.
“Over the course we cov-

ered everything from 'will
your business idea work?',
'creating your brand' and
'launching your business'.
“I met some very insightful

women along the way and
guest speakers who shared
their experiences and the 
aftercare available to all who
have entered into their 
business ventures.”

IN BRIEF
Michelle Nichol now runs a successful administration  business

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

More pupils to repeat a year

Michelle seizes opportunity
in midst of pandemic

Gillian Brydson, director of skills, education and learning
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Times Past 

75 years: Outbreak of Fire - Damage to Langholm Picture House
Damage estimated to amount to several hundred of pounds was caused by a disastrous outbreak
of fire which occurred early on Friday morning in Eskdale Picture House, Charles Street (Old),
Langholm. The outbreak was first discovered about three o’clock in the morning by Mr T 
Morrison, whose dwelling house is practically adjacent, and he in turn communicated with the
N.F.S. The members of the Fire Service were on the scene in record time and within a few min-
utes had a hose pipe line laid from the river Esk and another from the street hydrant. The fire 
apparently had originated in the Foyer near to the pay box and the flames had secured a firm grip
on the furnishings of the Foyer and the stairs leading to the balcony. Fortunately, there was no
wind and the firemen were thus able to concentrate their efforts on the seat of the conflagration
and within an hour they succeeded in quelling the outbreak. The damage was considerable. The
whole of the Foyer was completely gutted as was the stairs to the balcony and the rear seating in
the balcony and auditorium. 

50 years: Kinmont Willie
Kinmont Willie, the famous member of the Armstrong Clan, who was rescued form Carlisle
Castle under the ever nose if it’s Warden, Lord Scrope, by Scott of Buccleuch and his followers,
is in the news again. We see that Carlisle’s newest “pub”, an £80,000 establishment at South
Belle Vue is to called “The Border Reiver” and the “pub” which will be opened during the late
summer is to have an Inn Sign the subject of which will be Kinmont, captured by the trickery by
the English at Kershopefoot during a period of truce and incarcerated in Carlisle Castle. Accord-
ing to the manager of the State Management Scheme in the Carlisle area, they had discussions
on a name for this new “pub” and settled on one which spotlights Carlisle as a Border city. It
seems cerain that it will be the last state “pub” to be built so it is fitting that is should be named
after someone like Kinmont Willie... after all he is still being talked about after nearly 400 years. 

25 years: It wasn’t such a grey day afterall
Continuous rain on Sunday attempted to wash out the Fun Day at Milntown but the event organ-
ised by the fund-raising committee of Langholm Rugby Club weathered the storm and raised
nearly £500. Obviously, a fine day would have drawn a much larger crowd but around 200 paid
at the gate and that did not include the competitors from 11 teams. So, considering the dreadful
weather about 300 must have supported the fund raiser. Competition was keen in the various
events which included conversion kicking, pitch and putt, hockey, dribbling and beat the goalie,
(Owen Brown put in a long mud splattered afternoon), obstacle race and pushing a giant ball,
which proved to be very amusing as the competitors slid along the wet surface. The eventual
winners of the competition were the hockey vets of Laura and Andrew Jeffrey, Linda and Chris
Gardner, Morag Pool and Grant Fletcher. 

100 years: Langholm Common Riding 
The annual public meeting for the making of the preliminary arrangements of the Common-
Riding was held in the Buccleuch Hall on Friday evening. Provost Cairns presided over a large
attendance, and in introducing the business said that the time had come round again for making
arrangements to holding the Common Riding, and he was glad to see such a large attendance.
That showed how much interest they had in the Common Riding – the one great day of the year
for the town of Langholm (applause). He was sorry, however, to think that their trade outlook
was not improving, and they could only hope that before the Common Riding came round there
would be brighter signs of improved trade. (applause.) They could only keep up their spirits and
hope for the best. (applause.) Provost Cairns then referred to the death of Mr McGeorge, who
acted as treasurer to the Common Riding since 1890, and though late in the day, they might 
express their sympathy with his relatives in their loss. He might suggest also that they appoint
Captain McGeorge as successor to his father as their treasurer (applause.) 

Celebrating their success as runners up at the Miltown Fun Day are the hockey supremes in May 1996

MOVING THE
GOALPOSTS

George, like his brother, the
reverend Jimmy Beverley
lives in America.
Jimmy is an ordained man of

the cloth whilst George is a lay
preacher, I believe. He is cer-
tainly a godly man and suffers
terribly from rheumatoid
arthritis. When such a good
man becomes afflicted this
way it is very sad and difficult
to understand. Jesus was a
good man and yet he had to
suffer, is it not strange? Why
should the good suffer and not
the wicked. Am I the same as
my name sake “Thomas”?
I was telling about Mr

Mitchell’s class and how very
difficult my life had become all
because of jumping a year
which seemed idiotic then and
more so now. We were being
taught algebra, junior science,
geometry. Strange how one
piece of geometry remains
clearly in my memory. The
piece is a Parallelogram
(Rhombus). I could barely
spell it let alone understand it.
As if that was not bad enough

scarlet fever hit and every hos-
pital was full for miles around. 
My older sister Lizzie was

first from our house. She went
to Annan by motor ambulance.
Our house was closed for three
hours whilst fumigation took
place.

Large sulphur candles placed
in every room. We had to leave
the house, it would have been
impossible to breathe in that 
atmosphere.

Epidemic
Within three days my younger

sister was off to Annan. To 
illustrate the seriousness of the
epidemic Nanny was not only
put in the same hospital, she
was in the same bed. That
showed more than anything the
shortage of bed-space.
Although our house had been

fumigated when Lizzie was
taken away, the same procedure
had to be re-enacted for
Nanny’s departure, such was
the fear!
A lot of people died through-

out the district with that disease.
I only remember one and her
name will always stay in my
memory, Nurse Sampson. A
young nurse who was so kind to
everyone it cost her her life, of
that I am certain. Every night
she would visit us and kiss
every forehead, even mine, and
I was older at eleven. I had just
come in with the disease on 
December 1st 1934. During 
my stay in Langholm Fever
Hospital I was never bored.

Weird
Being taken there in the first

place was an experience to start
with. Weird in a way. Unlike
my sisters I was taken in a horse
drawn ambulance. The winter

was upon us with a vengeance.
Snow was falling heavily and
lying deeply. The ambulance
had inflated tyres and the horses
hooves were as if muffed. Not
a sound could I hear as we
headed for the fever hospital. 
After delivering me he

(Jimmy Veitch) would then take
the ambulance to its depot and
go back to the bread van to
recommence that part of his
work. He would be wearing the
same clothes as before and
looking back that might have
been one way of spreading the
disease. One thing which I pon-
der on was what caused it? I
can’t remember ever hearing
about that.
The fever hospital became

Esk Valley Textiles but closed
when change of ownership
proved unsuccessful.
Actually we had two hospitals

up by the cemetery. The fever
and Dyptheria. The fever was
an isolation wing. A few cases
of dyptheria were treated but it
was scarlet fever which proved
the most virulent in the district.
We had few drugs in those days
and the desperately sore throat,
accompanying the rash, was
treated by painting the throat
with glycerine. This gave 
almost instant relief and the 
application was not unpleasant.

(to be continued)

Martyrs Tomb, Craigheuch 1929 Andrew Hislop shot by James Johnstone, Laird of Westerhall 12th May 1685.

Memories and Milestones
We continue our serialisation of Tommy Beattie’s book

Langholm Isolation Hospital; erected 1904
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THEATRE company Illyria 
presents The Further 
Adventures of Doctor Dolittle
next to the Crichton Memorial
Church, Dumfries on Friday,
July 16 at 5.30pm.
After the phenomenal success
of 2018's tour of The Adventures
of Doctor Dolittle, the company
delves back into Hugh Lofting's
amazing stories to bring audi-
ences a new musical adaptation
of the Doctor's further adven-
tures with Jip the Dog, Dab Dab
the Duck, Gub Gub the Pig and
Polynesia the Parrot.
Where in the world will they
go? Will they even stay on this
world?
Which new animals will they
help along the way? Will the
rats still have pithy observations
to make? Is Gub Gub still
dreaming about cake?
As in the 2018 production, The
Further Adventures of Doctor
Dolittle features a fully-

orchestrated score, amazing
puppets and a plethora of songs
which audiences will sing along
to for years to come, thanks to
our cast-recording CDs.
Perfect summer fun for every-
one aged five plus. Running
time is one  hour 40 minutes,
including a 20-minute interval.
The show will follow current
government guidelines for your
safety. Take a picnic and a rug
and a brolly. Rain won’t stop
play.
Light snacks and hot and cold
drinks are available to order at
the Easterbrook Bistro.
The Midsteeple box office is
currently open from Tuesday to
Saturday, 10am to 1pm, but this
will increase as new events
come along.
Call 01387 253383 during
these hours or 07584 467 881
up to 4pm. Email
midsteeple@dumgal.gov.uk

This excellent photo of Christianbury Crags at Bewcastle was taken by Eric Mitchell of Houghton
Camera:Samsung Galaxy S9

The E&L Gallery

Illyria presents 
The Further Adventures of Doctor Dolittle

next to Crichton Memorial Church, Dumfries
on July 16th

More talking to the animals
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Johnstone family grave
is of significant interest

Internet
safety bill
PLANS for an online harms
bill to keep children safe online,
stop racial hate and protect
democracy have been welcomed
by John Lamont, Berwickshire,
Roxburgh and Selkirk MP.
The draft bill marks a mile-
stone in the government’s fight
to make the internet safe.
Despite the fact people use
the internet more than ever,
more than 75 per cent of UK
adults are concerned about going
online and fewer parents feel
the benefits outweigh the risks
of their children being online,
a drop of 65 per cent in 2015 to
50 per cent in 2019.
Under the new rules, social
media sites, websites, apps and
other services hosting user-
generated content or allowing
people to talk to others online
must remove and limit the
spread of illegal and harmful
content such as child sexual
abuse, terrorist material and sui-
cide content.
There will be further provi-
sions to tackle prolific online
scams such as romance fraud,
in which people are manipulated
into sending money to fake
identities on dating apps.
Mr Lamont said: “This is vital
legislation which will help to
protect younger people by 
removing harmful content such
as child sex abuse.
“A few weeks ago we saw an
unprecedented social media boy-
cott by footballers in protest at
the way social media firms fail
to remove racist abuse.
“This draft bill will crack
down on this appalling content
and hold tech companies to 
account if they fail to remove
it.
“Too often, people are
scammed out of their hard-
earned cash by fraudsters.
“So we will also legislate to
protect them from fake invest-
ment opportunities and so-called
‘romance scams’.”
____________________

Canonbie
recycling
THE new bins for recycling
have started to be delivered in
Canonbie.
The first collection of the 
recyclable waste begins on 
Monday, May 31. 
The community council has
arranged with Dumfries and
Galloway Council that any
household with road-end col-
lections, being some distance
from the house, can contact
waste services at the council
and request plastic boxes.
Residents will be able to keep
these boxes on their premises
for collecting their recycling
and they can then empty items
into their bins when the boxes
are full.

ONE of the most notable build-
ings in Eskdale is the 
Johnstone Mausoleum in 
Westerkirk old churchyard.
It was commissioned by 
John Johnstone of Alva in 
Clackmannanshire, the fourth
son of Sir James Johnstone of
Westerhall, sometime member
of parliament for Dumfries
burghs.
John Johnstone was one of a
family of 11 children, four daugh-
ters and seven sons.
Six of the sons were involved
directly or indirectly with slavery,
although as owners rather than
traders.
John latterly became a keen
abolitionist; he subscribed to the
Society for the Abolition of the
Slave Trade, founded in 
Edinburgh in 1788.
Both John and his brother,
George, made their careers in
the East India Company.
As advocates of free trade, they
used their connections to 
numerous Indian princes to sign
lucrative contracts, thereby 
incurring the wrath of Sir Robert
Clive, whose policy was to trans-
form the East India Company
from a vehicle of commercial
exploitation into an instrument
of government and guardian of
the law.
In fact, John Johnstone had
faced prosecution for restitution
of the presents which he had 
received from the princes.
When he returned to Scotland
in 1765 with a fortune estimated
at close on £30m in today’s 
money, he cast around for a suit-

able property to acquire.
As a younger son, he could
not inherit Westerhall.
Eventually, in 1775 he bought
the estate of James Erskine, Lord
Alva, where he planned extensive
outbuildings, although they were
never completed.
What survives at Alva is the
mausoleum which he erected to
commemorate his wife, Elizabeth
Caroline Keene, who he met
shortly after his arrival in India
but who died in 1778.
As patron, he chose the most
famous architect of his day,
Robert Adam, to design not only
the memorial at Alva in 1789
but then a second mausoleum in
1790 at Westerkirk in memory
of his parents.
These buildings followed
Adam’s classical architectural
style, with garlanded bucrania
(ox-bows), a common Grecian
motif.
Adam died in 1792, to be 
followed by his patron in 1795.
The Westerkirk mausoleum is
the only Robert Adam building
in Dumfriesshire and, indeed,
one of the few such commissions
in the Borders, aside from 
Dumfries House at Cumnock.
John Johnstone sat for Sir 
Henry Raeburn in a fine con-
versation portrait, now in the
National Galley, Washington DC.
It depicts Johnstone alongside
his wife, Betty, and their grand-
niece, Miss Wedderburn.
In 1821 his daughter, Anne
Elizabeth Gordon, erected a white
marble funerary tablet in the
mausoleum at Westerkirk to her

father, extolling his many
virtues and generosity.
John Johnstone is buried at
Alva next to his wife.
Details of the Johnstones may
be found in Emma Rothschild’s
exemplary study, The Inner
Life of Empires: An 
Eighteenth-Century History
(2011), a copy of which is in
Westerkirk Parish Library.

Robert Adam-designed mausoleum is a testament to devotion

The Johnstone Mausoleum in Westerkirk old churchyard is one of the most notable buildings in Eskdale

The Johnstone Mausoleum is the only Robert Adam-designed building in Dumfriesshire

IN MEMORY OF
JOHN JOHNSTONE OF ALVA

FOURTH SON OF SIR JAMES JOHNSTONE
OF WESTERKIRK, BARONET, AND OF THE 

HONOURABLE DAME BARBARA MURRAY, HIS WIFE.
HE WAS BORN 25TH JUNE 1734, AND DIED 

10TH DECEMBER 1795.
IN EARLY LIFE HE WENT TO INDIA, WHERE HE SERVED

WITH DISTINCTION, BOTH IN A CIVIL AND 
MILITARY CAPACITY.

HE MARRIED ELIZABETH CAROLINE KEENE OF NORFOLK,
WHO AFTER A LIFE OF UNAFFECTED PIETY

DIED AT ALVA 16TH DECEMBER 1778,
LEAVING ONE SON AND ONE DAUGHTER.

AS A SON, A BROTHER, A HUSBAND, AND A FATHER
HIS CHARACTER SHONE WITH DISTINGUISHED LUSTRE.
HIS FRIENDSHIPS WERE WARM, DISINTERESTED, AND

LASTING.
HIS GENEROSITY AND CHARITY WERE ALMOST 

UNBOUNDED.
HIS SENTIMENTS ENLIGHTENED AND INDEPENDENT 

DURING A LINGERING ILLNESS.
HIS ARDENT MIND ROSE SUPERIOR TO THE PAINS OF

NATURE
AND HE CLOSED A LIFE ON HONOUR AND VIRTUE
BY A DEATH OF FORTITUDE, RESIGNATION, AND HOPE.
HIS MORTAL REMAINS WERE INTERRED AT ALVA

NEAR THOSE OF HIS WIFE.
AND WITHIN THE MAUSOLEUM WHICH HE ERECTED

OVER HIS PARENTS AND BROTHER T
HIS TABLET IS PLACED

TO EXPRESS THE VENERATION AND FILIAL PIETY 
OF HIS DAUGHTER

ANNE ELIZABETH GORDON

1821
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COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEP

PLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS
013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

CUMBRIA METALS
FARM SCRAP

URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

POP-UP SHOP

ELECTRICIAN

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER
COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in
The Eskdale and Liddesdale Advertiser, please
come into the office on Langholm High Street and
speak to the editor, Rachel Norris.
Alternatively, please contact the Company Secretary 
by email – secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk  
or by writing to:-  The Company Secretary

Muckle Toon Media
Ashley Bank House
Langholm  DG13 0AN

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES

E&L JOB SPOT
013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

WEAVER/TUNER

Lovat Mill has an opportunity for a 
Weaver/Tuner to join it's team. 

Weaving on the latest Dornier technology we are ideally 
looking for someone with existing industry experience. 

We are also willing to engage with those of appren-
ticeship age who may be considering textiles as a ca-
reer and as such we can provide residential training

programmes.

Salary to be advised on application and 
appropriate to experience.

To apply please contact admin@lovatmill.com 
or send in your CV to following address:

The Managing Director
Lovat Mill

15 Commercial Road
Hawick

TD9 7AQ

COMPLAINTS
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DATS BLINDS
3 Blinds for £120

(70 x 50)
Your local manufacturer of top quality blinds
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE

Vertical ▪ Venetian ▪ Roller ▪ Roman ▪ Blackout
Wooden Venetians ▪ Pleated ▪ Velux ▪ Fly Screens

For a free, no obligation survey and
to view our extensive range, call

01461 20 48 42 or
01461 20 61 48

or text your name and contact number to 
077 382 192 88

www.datsblinds.co.uk

Special Offers on
Conservatory Blinds

Perfect fit blinds ideal 
for tilt & turn windows

BLIND FITTING

Ring office for an excellent service on
01461 337303

On time, on budget and extremely professional

All aspects
of Testing

Rewiring

All aspects
of Electrical

WorkSolar LED
Lighting

Renewables

D

LANGHOLM 
TOWN HALL 

(inside)

WEDNESDAYS:  10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS:  9am - 2pm
Access through rear door

54 High Street, LANGHOLM
Dumfries & Galloway DG13 0JH

t. 013873 80012 e. sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

013873
80012

LANGHOLM POP-UP SHOP
May 2021

■ Sat 22nd - Sun 23rd May (74 High St)
Ellie’s Bookshop Around the Corner
Tropic Skincare and Self Care with Kristy

■ Fri 28th - Mon 31st May (74 High St)
KSJ Art and Funky Things

To book this space: Call Sharon Irving on 013873 81066
or email: sharon@ashleybank.co.uk



Tennis
CHILDREN at Canonbie
Primary School had the 
opportunity to try tennis on
proper tennis courts. 

The newly-re-established
Canonbie Tennis Club has
successfully sought funding
from the Holywood Trust and
Magnox.

The club will soon have the
courts fully refurbished with
new surface and nets.

It generously allowed 
Annandale and Eskdale Active
Schools and Community Sport
and the school to use the
courts.

For many of the children, it
was their first time playing
on a court.

They all thoroughly enjoyed
the experience and many 
declared “can we do this
again?”.

The staff were very 

impressed with the effort and
skill shown by all the chil-
dren.

For more information on
Canonbie Tennis Club, people
can join its Facebook group
Canonbie Tennis Club.

Horseracing
ROBIN Hislop’s stellar 
career on the rugby field
will rise even higher next
season as he joins a top pre-
miership league club.

The Doncaster Knight, who
is from Langholm, has signed
for Wasps.

“Bomber”, the son of the late
Brian “Bomb” Hislop and
Frances Hislop has been an 
integral part of the Knights
squad since rejoining in 2018.

He scooped an array of acco-
lades at the close of the 2019/20
campaign.

The 29-year-old was crowned
players’ player and fans player
of the season and his perfor-
mances were recognised outside
Castle Park as the Scotsman
was named in the Championship
Dream XV and Rugby Paper
Team of the Season.

Steve Boden, head coach, said:
“Bomber has been a great 
Doncaster Knight, always com-
mitted both on and off the field.

“We are really happy that
Robin has developed his game 

at Doncaster and has been 
rewarded with this opportunity
for him and his family.”

The move to Wasps won’t be
Bomber’s first experience of
Premiership rugby.

He spent the end of last season
on loan with Saracens in the
top flight before returning to
Castle Park to captain the
Knights to five successive vic-
tories at the start of the season.

Bomber was quick to thank
the club and said he was now
focused on ending his time as
a Knight on a high.

“I’m delighted to be joining
Wasps and really looking 
forward to the challenge ahead
but would firstly like to 
say a massive thank you to
Doncaster.

“The club has been huge in
developing me both as a player
and a bloke.

“I’ve thoroughly enjoyed my
time with Doncaster and it’s
been a privilege to represent
this great club.

“I’m excited to finish this sea-
son and go out on a real high.”

Horseracing
A TRIP to Aintree was well
worth the effort for James
Ewart Racing when Empire
De Maulde came a good 
second to the hot favourite.

With Brian Hughes on board,
the horse came in 
behind Captain Tom Cat, 5/6
favourite, trained by Dr Richard
Newland and ridden by Sam
Twiston-Davies in a two-mile,
four-furlong handicap chase.

James Ewart said: “The decent
even ground allowed his jump-
ing to come to the fore.

“His jumping was exemplary,
notably at the ditch and last
and Brian got him into a great
rhythm.

“They started to bunch up
and, at the halfway point, some
were starting to toil at the pace
but we did the opposite and
started passing horses eye-
catchingly.

“We ran on all the way to the
line, having everything else
well beaten. Would we have
won being handier? Probably
not because of the calibre of
the winner.

“We have a possible target
back here on June 11 over 
further distance and there are
lots of other valuable options
this summer to look at. “We
just bumped into an exceptional
horse on the day so we take
this one on the chin and are
delighted with him.”

Hughes added: “He is a 
lovely horse and jumped bril-
liantly. I was delighted with
him and it was a great spin
round.”

Jamie Gormley, riding 
Tomily for Iain Jardine, came
close to a win in a five-furlong
handicap at Carlisle on 
Monday. 

He came third, losing by only
a neck.
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behind closed doors

01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Cricket
LANGHOLM secured one of
their most dramatic wins in 
recent years by bowling out
Nunwick for 80, 7 runs short
of Langholm's total of 87.

Ryan Johnstone was the hero
of the day, taking 5 for 16, ably
supported by uncle Steven 
Johnstone who took 3 for 19.

The last eight Nunwick wickets
fell for 14 runs as they collapsed
from 66 for 2 to 80 all out.

Skipper Graham Park won the
toss and went into bat with
Stuart Duggan.

Park was the first to go, with
the score on 6. He edged Dave
Booker and the keeper took a
good catch.

Tony Steele joined Duggan
and runs were hard to find on
the slow pitch but they took the
score to 26 before Duggan was
caught off Carrick for 12.

Nunwick had spin on from
both ends and the batsmen strug-
gled to find the boundary.

Steele fell, caught at point off
Tweedie's bowling for 16, leav-
ing Langholm 37 for 3.

Gregor Park joined Nicky P
but Nicky was caught in the
deep for 8 off James's bowling.

Chris Stewart joined Park and
they consolidated the innings.
They added 23 before Chris fell
for 8 with the score on 66 for 6.

Disaster struck when Gregor
pulled his hamstring going for
a quick single.

Stevie Johnstone was run out
for 0 and Langholm lost three
quick wickets for three runs.

Aidan Wilson was bowled by
Tweedie for 0, Jay Gordon LBW
to Tweedie and Ryan Johnstone
stumped off James's bowling 

for 0, leaving Langholm 69 for 9.
This brought Jake Park, 15,

in to join his dad. The pair,
with some stout defence from
Jake and some selective, if
painful, hitting from Gregor
added 18 before he was LBW
to Carrick.

Not a good score but it could
have been worse if not for the
last wicket pair.

Nunwick began their innings
cautiously against some tight
bowling by Stevie Johnstone
and Tony Steele.

Dent was bowled off his pads
by Graham Park for 14 and in
the next over Gate played onto
Ryan Johnstone to leave 
Nunwick 27 for 2.

Carrick and Tweedie frustrated
the bowlers, taking the score to
66 for 2.

Breakthrough
The breakthrough came when

Ryan had Tweedie stumped by
Duggan for 31. Two balls later
Ryan had Hather LBW for 0.

Langholm scented blood but
the score trickled up to 76 before
Steele clean-bowled Carrick for
28.

Ryan clean-bowled Veitch and
James, claiming his first five
for Langholm.

It was soon over when Stevie
Johnstone mopped up the tail,
taking three wickets in one over.

A great effort by Langholm
in the field, especially when
they had only 10 ten men, with
Gregor sidelined.

Tremendous bowling by Ryan,
ably supported by Stevie.

Tony Steele had 1 for 14 and
Graham 1 for 14.
Special mention to all the young
fielders who made some great
stops.

Chloe Bell of Canonbie Primary
School in action on Canonbie 

tennis courts

Langholm’s Robin ‘Bomber’ Hislop moves up to premiership club, Wasps
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“Bomber” Hislop
moves to Wasps

Aintree success

Ryan is hero of the day

Proper tennis


