
NEARLY £35,000 has been
raised by Newcastleton com-
munity council to install CCTV
in and around the village.
Of the £34,890 awarded, 

Scottish Borders Council’s
Teviot and Liddesdale Area 
Partnership gave £17,490.
Another £7,400 was secured

from the Scottish Land Fund
Community Fund and £8,000
from the community council,
Newcastleton & District Com-
munity Trust and the resilience
group.
Another £2,000 has been

pledged by groups including
Newcastleton School Partner-
ship, Polysport members and
Newcastleton Business Forum
as well as individuals.
The community council will

install a system which provides
a series of linked cameras for
all entrances to the village and
locations prone to regular van-
dalism.
The intention is to have a re-

source which helps the village
reduce criminal behaviour, com-
bats the impacts of climate
change and provides flood pre-
vention measures through an
early warning system.
Eight locations have been iden-

tified, including the primary
school, at its request, the two
entrances to the village, the fire
station, Grapes Hotel,
Whithaugh Pool and upstream
on the Liddel Water. There is
already a camera at the fuel
pumps.
The report to the area part-

nership said: “After a series of
break-ins and thefts in the village
in 2018, the community council
developed the idea of a CCTV
system.
“Residents were saying they

felt unsafe at night and wanted
a visible police presence.
But, because of pressures on

police services and their geo-
graphical location, the commu-
nity council believes an in-
creased police presence is un-
likely and CCTV is needed.
“It considers the village to be

vulnerable geographically in the
length of time it takes emergency
services to travel to the village
and the opportunities for people
to use local routes to transport
goods over the border.
“There have been incidents

during lockdown of groups of
drivers travelling through the
village at speed and one case
of them deliberately blocking
the northern entrance so they

could travel at speed through
the village.
“It believes the CCTV network

will reduce cases of Newcastle-
ton being targeted for criminal

activity and deter drivers racing
through.
“Images will be able to be

used in prosecutions, if 
needed. > Turn to Page 2

Discounted electricity bills
NEW WINDFARM SCHEME WILL ALSO GIVE £60K FUNDING EACH YEAR:  PAGE 8
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CCTV will protect village
from crime and flooding
Community council raises £34k to install cameras to deter criminal activity
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Eight locations have been chosen for the CCTV cameras, including the Grapes Hotel in Douglas Square



> From Page 1
“The cameras will also help flood

monitoring until a flood protection
scheme is in place.”
At the community council’s March

meeting members celebrated the awarding
of the grant by the area partnership the
previous night.
Barbara Elborn, secretary, said: “We

can jump in now we have the full budget
ringfenced. That’s £34,000 of effort so
well done to the community.”
Greg Cuthbert, chairman, added: “It

was very well received at last night’s
meeting.

Resonated
“I think other communities will look

at doing the same. It resonated with
other communities.
“They talked about how we had suffered

because of the flooding and people are very
sympathetic towards us at the moment.
“We added in two or three cameras

facing onto the river which will give the
council’s emergency planning team in
the bunker a view of what is happening.
“There is still an information and com-

munications problem so, if they have
their eyes on the cameras, it won’t stop
the flood but will help the response
during it.

“The cameras will be a great addition
to the village’s infrastructure.”

Railway
Newcastleton also led a project for all

eight community councils in Teviot and
Liddesdale to be awarded £4,878 to
commission Alchemy Arts to produce a
film depicting people’s thoughts on 
extending the Borders Railway from 
Tweedbank to Carlisle.
The film will give communities a voice

and an insight into the social gain of 
extending the railway.
A marketing campaign will be launched

after the film is produced and a pro-
gramme of discussion delivered to link
in with the Union Connectivity consul-
tation currently underway.
The funding will be used to cover 

research, costs, film production, mar-
keting, photography and technical sup-
port.
Greg said: “It’s hugely exciting that

we’ve pulled this off. It’s a great com-
munity project.”
Barbara added: “The film is about

what the railway means to us and its
significance in getting it back into south-
ern Scotland, giving us access to a sus-
tainable transport system which we don’t
have.”
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Community effort

Tower talk
Help sought with painting

Church NoticesFuneral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Although Covid-19 has
meant our doors are closed
we remain available to offer
support where we can.
Please contact the Session
Clerks on 013873 25255 or
canonbiechurch@gmail.com.
Canonbie Treasurer Fiona
Smith has received the new
weekly offering envelopes.
If you would like to receive
yours or wish to donate by
bank transfer please contact
her on 013873 71616 or
fionasmith2402@gmail.com
for details.

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,
EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

Church service on
28th March will be in 
LANGHOLM Church

at 10.00am
Contact us for transport

0744 885 8818.

Social Distancing 
will be observed.  

Please wear masks. 
Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 80859.

Mobile. 07543 179469

Charity no. SCO11946

All Services
CANCELLED

until further notice

In Memoriam

Deaths

READERS of the E&L Advertiser are
being asked for their help in finding
out more about a painting of Gilnockie
Tower.
The painting was found recently in an

attic by Isabel Jardine in Ecclefechan
and it was by Margaret S Pat(t)erson of
Terrona, Langholm.
There are two dates on the painting,

1953 on the painting itself 1952 on the
back. Mrs Jardine gave it to Ian Martin,
who manages the tower.
It's a view of Gilnockie Tower looking

from the river to the south.
The building is in its dilapidated con-

dition of that time.
The painting was commissioned by

Canonbie primary school during the

early 1950s to present to the school’s
headmaster, Sidney J Hope, who was
retiring.
Ian said: “We have sought information

from local sources but, as yet, nothing
has turned up which will lead us to find
out what really happened at that time.
“We have been in touch with Dumfries

and Galloway archive to see whether
they know anything but they have not
yet come back to us.
Both the Terrona and Canonbie school

part of this story are important and we
would like to preserve it if we can.
“Is it possible that any E&L readers

know anything about this?”
If people have any information, they

can send it to gt@gilnockietower.co.uk

Can readers of the E&L Advertiser provide any information about this painting of the tower? 

J. & A. Hodgson
Independent Family Funeral Directors

134 High Street, Annan
A Caring Family Firm
Caring for your family
Private Rest Room

For 24 hour caring personal service
Tel. 01461 205920

Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors Member
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available on request

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser is part funded by the
above organisations along with charitable trusts and 

individuals from the community of Langholm.

BARNFATHER
Peacefully on 16th March 2021 in Thomas Hope
Hospital, Robert (Rob) Barnfather, Wauchope
Place, Langholm, dearly loved husband of Ann,
dear faither of Craig, David and the late Neil,
papa to Harry, Brooke and Leah.
Funeral private due to current circumstances.
If you wish to show your respect the cortege will
be moving down the High Street at 1.50pm on
Thursday 25th March.

James Rae & Sons
Headstones and Memorials

● Headstones
● Memorials
● Children’s Memorials
● Desks and Vases
● Memorial Design
● Memorial Restoration

11a George Street ● Annan
01461 202083 ● www.jraeandsonsheadstones.co.uk

Thanks for Sympathy

IRVING
Lynn, Liam, Sean and all the family would like to
thank everyone who came out and supported us
on Ian’s final journey. Thank you for all the cards
and messages that we have received also thank
you to Nicholson’s Funeral Directors for looking
after Ian and ourselves.

In loving memory of 
Betty Little
a dearly loved 

mother, granny and great-granny, 
who died 25th March 2013.

Beautiful memories are treasured forever
of the happy times we spent together.

Loved and forever missed

GREEN
Thomas Stuart Green died peacefully in DGRI
on Sunday 21st March 2021 aged 55. Beloved
husband of Kirsty. Also very much loved father,
son, brother and papa. He will be very sadly
missed by all who knew him. 
Grateful thanks to the Critical Care Unit, Dumfries.
Funeral private due to present circumstances. 

Thank You

RRhhooddaa LLiittttllee 
would like to thank all her friends, 

staff at Westfield Care Home 
and members of the Westerkirk Guild 

for all her lovely cards and gifts received 
on the occasion of her 90th birthday

– thank you
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20mph trial
is slowing
vehicles
A TRIAL 20mph limit on a road
in Newcastleton has shown vehi-
cles reduced their speed by up to
six miles an hour.
The trial, which began last 

October, is in North Hermitage
Street and before and after speeds
were collated for different times
of the day and night.
From 8am to 9am speed fell

from 29.3 to 24.2; from 3pm to
4pm it fell from 28.1 to 22.6;
from 6am to 10pm it dropped
from 29.1 to 22.8; from 7am to
7pm it fell from 28.9 to 22.6;
from 6am to midnight it dropped
from 29.1 to 22.8.
Scottish Borders Council will

conduct a public consultation later
this spring.
An interactive online map has

been developed, showing the 
impact on speeds at survey loca-
tions in the region since the trial
was introduced.
Pedestrian and cycle accident

data covering the period 2010 to
2019, showing the frequency and
severity of accidents in Borders’
towns, can also be viewed.
The Spaces for People 20mph

trial began in early October, in
partnership with Sustrans, to 
encourage more active travel by
making it easier and safer for
people to walk, cycle and wheel
for everyday journeys during the
ongoing coronavirus pandemic.
The initial project placed speed-

limit signage at more than 90 set-
tlements.
As part of the next phase, the

council will introduce electronic
signage at certain locations to
help remind drivers of the tem-
porary speed-limit.
Some buffer speed limits and

countdown markers will be put
up between now and mid-May.
Another traffic survey is planned

for June to determine what has
been the overall effect on vehicle
speeds.
Respondents in May’s survey

will be asked to give their feed-
back on what impact the reduced
speed limit has had, whether it
has encouraged them to walk or
cycle more frequently and whether
any of the 20mph speed limits
should be retained.
People can view the data at

h t t p : / / s c o t t i s h b o r d e r s .
tracsis-tads.com/conduit/borders

MSP wants clarity over
police role on rifle range
Joan McAlpine says safety of her constituents takes priority
EIGHTY-SIX objections to a
plan to open a shooting range
in Eskdalemuir have been
lodged with Dumfries and
Galloway Council’s planning
authority.
Only six letters have 

been sent in support of the
range at Clerkhill, owned by
Eskdalemuir Forestry and 
operated by Gardners Guns of
Longtown.
The application is retrospec-

tive as is a similar proposal 
by the 50 Calibre Shooting 
Association, the operator of 
the range at nearby Over 
Cassock. The landowner is 
E Glendenning.
For this site, there is one 

objection, one supporter and
76 late representations which
means they were sent after the
deadline for comments closed.
In a twist to the story, which

has grabbed headlines all over
the UK, the USA Air Force has
revealed it’s not returning to
Clerkhill after finding out it
was close to the Kagyu Samye
Ling Tibetan Monastery.
The announcement was 

revealed in the US military
magazine Stars & Stripes.
The Air Force, based at RAF

Mildenhall, told the magazine
it made its decision after resi-
dents raised concerns that its
military exercise, one of which
was held last month, would
shatter the valley’s tranquility.
“The Air Force had used a

range (Clerkhill) a mile from
the 53-year-old monastery for
“multiple events within the past

seven months” but was “un-
aware of concerns from the
community,” Capt. Kevyn
Kaler, spokeswoman for the
352nd Special Operations Wing,
said: “We regret the disturbance
this has caused. We have sus-
pended all training events at
this area as a result.”

Petition
The decision was announced

after nearly 20,000 people had
signed an online petition against
a move to establish two per-
manent training areas for long-
range shooting in the valley.
As of yesterday, more than

21,000 people had signed it.
The petition said: “The 

installation of a facility contrary
to the religious beliefs of 
Eskdalemuir residents and thou-
sands of visitors who come
here to use the temple or to 
attend courses offered by Samye
Ling, is offensive, grossly 
insensitive and completely 
inappropriate.”

Joan McAlpine, South 
Scotland MSP, has now written
to Chief Constable of Police
Scotland, Iain Livingstone, to
seek clarity on what their role
is to ensure public safety at the
two proposed long-distance
ranges.
The SNP MSP intervened after

an admission from the Scottish
government’s community safety
department that Police Scotland
had previously intervened to
stop a US Air Force exercise at
Clerkhill last year.
The admission, in a letter to

a constituent passed to Ms
McAlpine, confirmed Police
Scotland were “assessing the
safety procedures at the sites”
and recommended any concerns
with these matters “should be
raised directly with them”.
Ms McAlpine also expressed

concerns about a US military
risk assessment, which was sub-
mitted to support one of the
planning applications.

It suggested the presence of
the cottage hospital in Langholm
meant easy access to medical
help.

Gunshot wounds
This was despite it having no

A&E or appropriate facilities
to treat gunshot wounds.
She said: “A large number of

constituents have written to me
concerned about public safety
at the proposed military-grade
shooting ranges.
“The letters are overwhelm-

ingly opposed to these devel-
opments which have been 
operating up until now without
planning permission, simulating
war combat with live ammuni-
tion and high-calibre weapons.
“I’ve written to the Chief 

Constable to alert him to their
concerns and ask what Police
Scotland’s powers are in relation
to these proposals.
“Gun control and licen-

sing laws are reserved to 

Westminster. The letter sent
from the Scottish government
to a constituent confirms the
police have a role to play in
the planning process to ensure
public     safety.
“My constituents remain 

unsure about what that role 
entails. My letter seeks clarity
on this.
“My own role is to ensure

that the safety of my constituents
takes priority when any planning
decisions are made.”
A response to the Clerkhill

application from the Met Office,
while not objecting to or sup-
porting, the plan, said it operated
a lighting detection system, 
capable of sensing lightning
flashes over a wide and variable
geographical area.
It operated a sensor at 

Eskdalemuir Observatory as
part of a network which could
be very sensitive to Very Low
Frequencies (VLF) radio inter-
ference.
Another unknown potential

interference would be VLF trav-
elling through the ground planes
which could be caused by air
conditioning units, motors or
any activity emitting VLF.
It asked that consideration to

the operations at the site con-
sider VLF being emitted with
solutions to prevent or minimise
any effects.
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Clerkhill at Eskdalemuir has become the centre of a row
over plans to develop a long-range shooting range

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

LANGHOLM Regeneration
Group’s Easter trail, which
starts next weekend, has
a local artistic flavour.
The group put out a call

asking the town’s “Banksy”
to produce about 20 painted
slates with an Easter theme.
These numbered slates

will be hidden in the High
Street and around the
Castleholm and children
and their families can follow
the trails.
People, who want to par-

ticipate, can take photos of
their finds to send to the
group’s Facebook page.
Prizes will be awarded.

The winner, as well as 
receiving a giant Easter egg,
will be able to pick their
favourite stone from the

trails to keep. There will
also be craft prizes.

The trails will be available
for children to follow from
next Friday, April 2 until 
Friday, April 9.

On the trail of bunny and friends

The Langholm ‘Banksy’ designed stones that will be hidden around the town for next week’s Easter trail
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Letters to the editor Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or

email your comments to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk

Hearing
yourself
think
TO RECOMMEND a war
zone as conducive to peace
“Hostile to new investment”
(E&L Advertiser, March 18)
is akin to banging your head
against a wall because it’s
nice when it stops.
The Samye Ling Buddhist

Monastery at Eskdalemuir is
among the fast-disappearing,
last vestiges of hearing
yourself think in our
unprecedently (that word
again) noisy, modern world
where, as reported last week,
military mental casualties of
war can appreciate the healing
sound of silence.
The village’s serenity, except

for the ineluctable racket of
traffic, particularly timber
lorries, as they daily ply the tax
avoidance schemes of the
super-rich, is also appreciated
by the monastery and
meditation centres, thousands
of international visitors and the
villagers.
None of these had money-

making in mind when they
chose the village, especially
because the precept of
Buddhism precludes

materialism as well as violence
and meat-eating, which make
two shooting ranges nearby
repellent.
It is hard to see that much

economic benefit will accrue to
the area from the shooters and,
to be candid, peace and quiet is
inimical to economic activity
anyway because it involves
human activity, which means
noise.
If the agricultural workers

displaced by the Industrial
Revolution had waited for
work to come to them in the
countryside, Glasgow and
Manchester would still have
been one-horse towns.
Especially after this

economic earthquake of the
pandemic, those who want to
work are going to have to go
where (if) it is. 
Your correspondent Mr

Barrie, presumably himself
does not live near the shooting
ranges and enjoys bucolic
seclusion.
For, as a song of the frontier

lore of the Old American West
had it, “You should live near
enough to your neighbour to
see his woodsmoke, but not
near enough to hear his axe”
(or gunshots).

Richard Lennox
Henry Street

Langholm

Guns and
money
GUNS and money but it all
comes down to money.
Yet again, not people’s well-

being, peace and health in their
own homes, human integrity,
respect for the environment by
increased traffic pollution
which, currently, is a leader in
international news, increased
traffic using roads which are
already not fit for purpose, the
disturbance of wildlife, the
abandonment of decent
farming land when there are so
many in the world starving etc.
etc. etc.
Why do these people need to

train to use these weapons?  Is
it to kill creatures in the name
of sport or maybe to learn how
to kill people?
Do we want a gun culture,

like America’s, in this country
If Messrs Drescher and

Buitendijk from The
Netherlands want a training
range, why do they not create
one in their own country?
Are we becoming a society of

Them and Us? Let me pose the
old saying: “All because you
can, should you?”
I find there is so much

hypocrisy in our modern, self-
indulgent society; young
people leading the environment
save the Earth movement yet
desperate to study to be
scientists to create space travel
with the future of space
tourism, excessive satellite
launching, motor sports and so
on.
What impact does the

creation of these machines as
well as the fuelling of them
have?  Hypocrisy.
We are told the impact of

lifting lockdown will mean
even more feet on the fells,

gridlocked roads and piles of
rubbish left, worse by far than
last year.
It will cause unknown air

pollution and footpath erosion
but if that occurs on the hills, it
is the fault of sheep.
Think yourselves lucky if you

can afford a holiday when there
are thousands out of work and
bankrupt or living on the
streets. There has been a rise in
food banks as well.
Wake up people. Let us get

back to commonsense and self-
sufficiency. Cater for
yourselves and family and give
the excess to the community.
Let us not forget we are only

animals, like all the other
species with which we share
our home, Mother Earth.
Unfortunately, we are a

square peg in a round hole.

From
a Cynical Pensioner

Address supplied

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508

Military
adventurism
IT IS important that 
both sides in the conversation
about the rifle ranges at 
Eskdalemuir come out of their
opposing trenches and 
sit around a table to 
work out an amicable Good
Neighbours' Agreement.
Samye Ling will not be tainted

by having a rifle range as a
neighbour.
It will be forever tainted if it

abandons its spiritual principles
in dealing with this matter.
Unselfishness is a key princi-

ple in all religious and spiritual
traditions.
Samye Ling does not have a

private fiefdom in Eskdalemuir.
It is just one of many residents
and businesses in the area.
With the advent of a new

neighbour, it behoves both sides
to get to know one another; 
understand the needs of one
another and talk through ways
of minimising any clash of    
interest.
Honesty is also important. 

Defaming and demonising those
who differ from you lie at the
root causes of racism, homo-
phobia and other abhorrent 
behaviour.
Police Scotland will confirm

to anyone who asks that the
award of a firearms or shotgun
certificate is a privilege given
only to rock-solid citizens after
an extensive and exhaustive
vetting procedure.
Talk of military adventurism

et al, remains in the fantasy
realm of pulp Netflix films with
no basis in reality. It is disin-
genuous to suggest otherwise
in relation to this issue.
Loving-kindness and compas-

sion lie at the heart of  Buddhism

and the other major world faiths.
Loving-Kindness best shows

itself when dealing with folk
with whom you disagree.
Instead of trying to brow-beat

their neighbour with demon-
strations of political, media and
social pressure, it would increase
Samye Ling's credibility if they
were to embrace the shooting
organisations and find solutions
which are there to be found.
This issue is, in reality, an 

existential turning point for
Samye Ling. It must ask itself
whether it is, in reality, a 
multi-million-pound commercial
tourism hub needing high 
income to offset its massive
capital investment and using

commercial tactics to maintain
and enhance its market share.
Or is it a truly spiritual centre

helping those within its walls
and in the surrounding area to
become the best they can be?
I have always found the folk

at Gardners Guns are very 
affable, open and pleasant, pro-
viding country sports accessories
to the rural community and tar-
get shooting equipment and 
facilities.
Surely, it is possible for both

sides to come together in a spirit
of neighbourliness and friend-
ship to find a harmonious 
solution.
Pastor Edward Graham-Barrie

Address supplied

The River Esk in Eskdalemuir village

The Hub is
publicly funded
I AM writing about the proposed shooting range at
Clerkhill, Eskdalemuir.
The range is built to the highest standards as can be seen

on the council planning page and, if approved, will bring
much-needed income and employment to the area,
especially the Eskdalemuir Hub which relies heavily on
funding on a yearly basis to stay afloat.
Unfortunately, last weekend a hub board member has

been visiting ‘some’ houses with a questionnaire asking
whether they agreed or disagreed with the hub being used
for meals, catering, room hire etc by people using the
range.
The hub is publicly funded by the Lottery, The

Dumfriesshire East Community Benefit Group,
Development Trust Association Scotland and the
Robertson Trust, to name a few.
The range has already brought many thousands of

pounds to businesses here which employ local people for
fencing, building roads and in hotels, to name a few.
It would be a great asset to the Eskdalemuir Hub,

hopefully creating more employment in the Eskdalemuir
valley.
This is unacceptable for a publicly-funded, charitable

business to discriminate against someone pursuing a
lawful hobby or business.

A Rae
Address Supplied
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More than half of all
adults are vaccinated

Combat
Stress
THE Eskdale & Liddesdale 
Advertiser would like to apol-
ogise to Combat Stress, which
supports armed forces veterans
with PTSD.
In an article in last week’s

edition “Fears for traumatised
war veterans on retreat” the 
paper reported that veteran 
Tommy Addison ran mental
health peer support groups for
Combat Stress in Glasgow.
This is inaccurate. Mr Addison

formerly worked for the charity
in its peer support service a
few years ago but is not 
employed by it now and does
not run any of its peer support
groups.

____________________

Corinne
McLean
IN A feature in last week’s edi-
tion “It’s great to be outside
again!”, we incorrectly named
a member of staff in a photo as
Mrs Lamb.
Langholm Playcare would like

to point out that it was Corinne
McLean in the photo. We would
like to apologise for the error.

Second doses are also being delivered to people aged over 80
MOST people aged 50 and
over are on course to receive
the first dose of the COVID-
19 vaccine before the end of
this month.
Second doses are also being

delivered, with those aged 80
and over set to get the fullest
degree of protection by the end
of March.
Although more than half of

all adults in the region have 
received their first vaccination,
the need to deliver two doses
means the programme is still
only somewhere more than a
quarter of the way through.
Extra vaccination locations

have been added as the pro-
gramme moves into some of
the largest cohorts, while looking
ahead to moving through current
limitations on vaccine supplies.
Some new local authority

venues are joining the mix from
April 18 and four cottage hos-
pitals, Moffat, Thornhill,
Kirkcudbright and Newton
Stewart are being added as vac-
cination hubs.

Julie White, NHS Dumfries
& Galloway chief officer, said:
“Great progress has been made
in delivering vaccinations, with
a real push to deliver second
doses as quickly as possible.
“Our region has about 125,617

people aged 16 plus and, as of
March 15, 67,770 first-dose vac-
cinations had been delivered.
“Wastage of vaccine supplies

stands at only 0.18 per cent or
142 of the 75,352 doses deliv-
ered to date.
“We still have to vaccinate

everyone a second time so, 
although care home residents
and staff have now had their
second vaccinations and this is
underway among health and 
social care staff and those aged
over 80, we have most of the
programme in front of us, albeit
at an accelerated pace.
“Vaccinations are currently 

focused on people aged 18 to
64 with ‘at-risk’ medical con-
ditions, people aged 50 and over
and unpaid carers.”
Information on vaccinations

is available on the national
helpline, open from 8am to 8pm
every day on 0800 030 8013.
Unpaid carers are being 

encouraged to self-register to
receive a COVID-19 vaccina-
tion.
People aged 16 to 64, who

give vital face-to-face care and
support for others and have not

already had their first vaccine
dose or appointment letter, are
invited to register with the self-
registration service.
This will check the person’s

eligibility and register them, 
either online or over the phone.
Carers, who receive relevant

benefits, should have already
received a letter with details of

their appointment but all eligible
unpaid carers are encouraged
to self-register.
When they do, they will be

advised whether they are already
scheduled for an appointment
so there is no duplication.
There are an estimated 700,000

people in Scotland who care
for a friend, family member or
neighbour affected by a disabil-
ity, physical or mental ill health,
frailty or a substance misuse.
The care they provide could

be anything from domestic tasks
such as regularly helping with
the shopping, picking up pre-
scriptions or preparing meals
to personal care such as helping
them to wash and dress.
It could also be emotional sup-

port to someone with a long-
term health condition.
Anyone can check whether

they are eligible by going to
nhsinform.scot/carersregister or
calling the COVID-19 vacci-
nation helpline on 0800 030
8013.

IN BRIEF

A WALKER out enjoying the warm spring
weather last Thursday was mortar-fied
by a discovery in a dried-up burn.
Stuart Tedham of Langholm was on a day

off work so decided to take full advantage of
the sunny day and go for a long walk.
He said: “When I set off on my walk, which

would include visits to Peden's View, Craig
Hill and Calfield Rig, I never thought I would
stumble upon an old mortar shell.
“While climbing the Craigcleuch side of

Craig Hill and following a dried up stream, I
discovered this old piece of ammunition
hiding in the rocky bed of the stream.
“Being very careful, I kept my distance

and built a tiny stone cairn to mark its

location. I then carried on and enjoyed the
rest of my walk.
“Once home, I contacted Police Scotland

of the dangerous item and officers visited
the location with its hidden secret.”
He added: “It makes me wonder how many

more of these hidden dangers still lurk among
the hills around Langholm.”
A Police Scotland spokesperson said: “At

about 3.45pm last Thursday police received
a report of a World War Two type of explosive
found in a burn near Burnfoot.
“Officers contacted Explosive Ordnance

Disposal who attended the area later that
day and were expected back the next day.”

Online subscriptions to the

are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk
A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read

anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT!  

Julie White, chief officer, NHS Dumfries & Galloway, says great progress
has been made in delivering COVID-19 vaccinations

Wartime shell found

The  World War Two mortar shell discovered by Stuart Tedham of Langholm
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Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES
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C&D Auction Marts Ltd had forward
1,196 store hoggs and feeding ewes at
the weekly sale at Longtown on Tuesday,
March 16.
Store hoggs were in short supply and

met a terrific trade with all classes short
of requirements.
Top of £135 for Texels from Allfor-

naught, others £131 Kelsocleugh, £127
New Hope and Parknook, £126 Newham
Hagg; Beltex £133 Kingside, £125 Rose
Cottage, £123 Crookston; Charollais £133
Allfornaught; Dutch Texel £123, £119,
£118 High Fell (Bell); Hill Cheviot £119,
£101 Glendearg; Easycare £114, £99 Chat-
ton Park; Greyface £113 Swinside; North
Country Cheviot £111 Kelsocleugh; Suf-
folk £107 Hallrule Mill, £101 Swinside;
Cheviot Mule £105, £100 Errington Farm,
£101 Oliver Road; Blackface £105 King-
side, £103 Glendearg; Shetland £95 King-
side; Leicester £94 Swinside; Swaledale
£93, £87 Coatlith Hill.
Feeding ewes still very dear to a top of

£95 for Lleyns from The Height; Greyface
£91 Hamburn Hall; North Country Cheviot
£89 Kingside.  Hill ewes to £65 for
Cheviot from Glendearg; Swaledale £53
Hamburn Hall.  Cast rams to £105 for
Dutch Texel from High Fell (Bell) with
Hill Cheviots to £95 Ramseycleuch.
In-lamb ewes easily sold to £148 for

Texels and £140 for Greyface from East-

field of Wiston.
The mart had forward 8,330 sheep com-

prising 4,954 prime hoggs and 3,376 cast
ewes and rams at the weekly sale on
Thursday, March 18.
A smaller show of cast cows forward,

although quality scarce. The sale topped
at 188p for an Angus heifer shown by
Bridgewater & Wood, Potholm, Langholm.
Belted Galloway cows to 119p from D
Eastham, Longburgh Fauld, Carlisle. Top
per head of £1,034 for Angus from
Potholm. 
Another large but varied show of 5,102

prime hoggs forward to a very similar
trade on the week. Well-finished hoggs
were in demand, while leaner types were
easier on the week, achieving a remarkable
pverall sale average of 288.4p and SQQ
293.3p 
Top price per kilo at 458p was achieved

for a pen of six Beltex hoggs consigned
by DS & RC Taylor, Easter Ochtermuthill,
Perth. Top per head of £194 achieved for
Texel hoggs shown by R Osborne, Castle-
hill, Dumfries 
Heavy hoggs sold to a fast trade and

many pens realised £150 to £160, topping
at £194 for a penful of hefty Texel tup
hoggs consigned by M/s R Osborne,
Castlehill. 
Small hoggs maintained the previous

fortnight’s blistering rates of return. Beltex

hoggs topped the sale at 458p consigned
by M/s Taylor, Easter Ochtermuthill,
Perth. Other Continentals topped at 333p.
Cheviots topped at 322p consigned by
M/s N Robertson, Killfinnan Farm, Spean
Bridge. Blackface hoggs topped at 303p
for a pen of well fed hoggs brought
forward by regular consigner M/s A Reid
& Co, Glendearg, Eskdalemuir.
Principal prices (per head): Texel £194

Castlehill, £182 St Johns Kirk Estate,
£172 Byreburnside, £170 Becks & Blackett
House, £164 Dipton Foot, £162, £161
Kilnford Croft  Beltex £180 West Mick-
lethwaite, £179, £174, £168 Easter Ochter-
muthill, £168 West Micklethwaite, £167
Upper Auchenlay, £166 West Mickleth-
waite, Easter Ochtermuthill & South Bog-
bain, £162 West Micklethwaite, £160 Kil-
nford Croft. Suffolk £160 Kilnford Croft,
£150 Kinninghall, £147 New Kelso, £140
South Bogbain, Braithwaite Hall &
Ochnigh, North Country Cheviot £155
Allanshaws, £140 Drycleuchlea. Blackface
£153 Glenshanna, £147 Edges Green,
£135 Baltier & Pole. Cheviot £148 Fold
Head, £147, £142 Kirkton, £141 Fold
Head, £140 Kirkton, £135 Granton, £132
St Johns Kirk Estate & Unthank, £131.50,
£130.50 Whiteside, £130 Becks. Bluefaced
Leicester £141 Millstone Moor, £140
Blackett House. Charollais £140 Upper
Auchenlay. Mule £138 Wydon Eals, £133

Low Hallburn, £130 Woodfoot & Wydon
Eals, £128 Causey View, £124.50 Eriff,
£121.50 Mid Dargavel, £121 Plumpe,
£120 High Priorscales & Fieldhead.
A similar show of 3,376 ewes was for-

ward. An increased show of heavy ewes
sold to extreme rates, while quality proved
difficult to find.
Heavy ewes topped at £196 for Texel

ewes consigned by D Williams, Blackett
House, Eaglesfield. 
Mule ewes topped at £128 from KW

Coulthard & Partners, Low Hallburn,
Longtown. Many pens of mules traded
from £115 to £120 
Hill ewes sold to a top of £108 for

Blackface ewes shown by W & B Nichol,
Lawston, Newcastleton. Good-meated ex-
port type ewes were in huge demand.
Rams sold to extreme returns, topping

at £178 for Texels from JF Latimer,
Causey View, Bardon Mill.
All classes of ewes are in huge demand

and keenly sought after. Many more can
be sold to vendors’ advantage. Please ad-
vise entries to our auctioneers.
Averages. Hoggs: light to 367p (283p);

standard to 458p (290.3p); medium to
428p (297.2p); heavy to 365p (271.2p).
Ewes: light to £108 (£76.98); heavy to
£196 (£120.78). Rams £178 (£125.81).

Around the marts

Dairy centre will
drive innovation

Virtually tour
Farm Sunday 
TOP research farms will bring
the countryside to the couch
as part of LEAF’s online
Farm Sunday event.
The current COVID-19 

restrictions are preventing many
people visiting the countryside
so SEFARI, a consortium of
six globally-renowned Scottish
Environment, Food and 
Agriculture Research Institutes,
is offering virtual tours to show
the work on its research farms.
The tours, supported by 

SEFARI Gateway, include farms
run by Scotland’s Rural College
(SRUC), James Hutton Institute
and Moredun Research Institute,
cover diverse farming systemsin
Scotland.
They illustrate how research

can help with the major chal-
lenges facing society, from cli-
mate change and biodiversity
declines to animal welfare and
precision farming.

At SRUC’s Crichton Royal
Farm, in the green, productive
grasslands near Dumfries, vis-
itors can view a robotic milking
parlour where the Langhill dairy
herd is milked.
The tour of Moredun Research

Institute’s Firth Mains Farm
near Roslin in Midlothian will
show the work being done by
researchers to tackle parasites
and diseases which affect the
health and welfare of livestock.
Dr Charles Bestwick, SEFARI

Gateway director, said: “The
lockdown has made us all think
more inventively about how we
connect and virtual tours are
providing an exciting widening
of access to, and discussion on,
SEFARI research.”
The virtual events are this

Sunday. To tour the SEFARI
farms, visit http://bit.ly/
SEFARIfarmtours

A FLAGSHIP centre to 
decarbonise the dairy industry
has moved a step closer to 
reality.
The proposed state-of-the-art

Dairy Nexus near Dumfries
forms part of the Borderlands
Inclusive Growth Deal, which
was formally signed last week.
Up to £8m is set to be invested

in Dairy Nexus at the Barony
campus of Scotland’s Rural 
College (SRUC).
It will drive down carbon

emissions, accelerate produc-
tivity growth and develop new
products from the dairy sector
in Cumbria, Dumfries and 
Galloway and the Borderlands.
Dairy Nexus will boast the

latest in technologies to monitor
and manage cows, home-grown
feeds and soils.
The investment includes 

facilities to develop new prod-
ucts from manure, forages and
milk  to minimise waste and
create new income streams.
Professor Wayne Powell,

SRUC principal and chief 
executive, said: “We’re delighted
to see the Borderlands Deal for-
mally signed and bring Dairy
Nexus a step closer.

“The centre will drive inno-
vation to decarbonise the dairy
sector, accelerate productivity
growth, safeguard animal health
and well-being and develop new
products from dairy resources.
“In doing so, it will deliver

significant and inclusive regional
growth to underpin the rural
communities so important to
the Borderlands’ economy and
its regional identity.”
Councillor Elaine Murray,

Dumfries and Galloway Council
leader, added: “This is fantastic

news for both SRUC and our
rural region where agriculture
is one of our main employers.

Technology
“Through this very welcome

investment from the Borderlands
Deal, SRUC can develop a state-
of-the-art centre for education
and innovation, helping our 
region to lead the way in using
new dairy technology.
This will help move the dairy

sector to the forefront of the
bio-economy and support 

innovation in one of our most
traditional industries.”
The Borderlands Partnership

is made up of Cumbria 
County Council, Dumfries 
and Galloway Council,
Northumberland County 
Council, Scottish Borders 
Council and Carlisle City 
Council.
Iain Stewart, UK government

minister for Scotland, said: "As
part of the UK government’s
£265m investment in the 
Borderlands, exciting projects
like the Dairy Nexus will build
on regional strengths to create
jobs and prosperity and ensure
we build back better from the
pandemic.”
Michael Matheson, cabinet

secretary for transport, infras-
tructure and connectivity, said:
“The Dairy Nexus is one of the
projects which will benefit from
£4m of Scottish government 
investment through the deal to
drive innovation and support
future growth in this key 
industry.
“I look forward to seeing how

the plans for it develop over
the coming months.”

SSOOLLWWAAYY AAGGRRIICCUULLTTUURREE
LLIIMMIITTEEDD

Glasgow Road, Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire
DG11 2SE

Tel. Lockerbie (01576) 204124
Fax. Lockerbie (01576) 203806

Beet Pulp Pellets,
Barley Grains,

NB Grains, Wheat Grains
Rolled Barley,

Wheatfeed, Rapemeal,
Hi Pro Soya, etc.

Can be mixed to your
requirements

Collect or deliver ex Laurmar, 
Heathall Ind. Est., Dumfries

Bekina Wellingtons,
Waterproof Leggings &
Jackets, Boiler Suits, etc

FOR ALL LAMBING
REQUIREMENTS

lamb colostrum, lambs milk,
bottles, teats, lammacs, 

castration rings and pliers
marking sprays etc.

Up to £8m will be invested in Dairy Nexus at SRUC’s Barony Campus
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Band all set for virtual
competition ‘in Wales’

LANGHOLM Town Band 
returns to contesting, albeit
in a virtual format, this 
Saturday.
On March 7 last year the band

played Andrew Baker’s 
Endurance at Perth Concert
Hall and qualified for the 
national championships of Great
Britain.
Little did they know it would

be their last live performance
on stage for the rest of the year.
The following week the south-

east England qualifiers were
cancelled and the whole national
championship was in doubt.
Qualifiers in all the home 

nations were denied the oppor-
tunity to take their places at
the top of the British banding.
Over the past year events have

moved online and this week-
end’s contest is the next in a
series the band have been 
involved in.
The contest has been organ-

ised and is being run and adju-
dicated by the world’s best
band, The Cory Band from
south Wales.
Langholm will compete in

their section against 12 bands
from the UK, South Korea,
Switzerland and Australia in
an entertainment contest.
The band will play three

pieces and the contest will be
live on YouTube from 1pm.

The videos have been pro-
duced by Chris Shanks, musical
director, and Josh Calvert, who
have spent many hours putting
together the individual perfor-
mances into one presentation
for the contest.
With progress being 

made with the vaccination 
programme, the organisers of 
the national championships 
have indicated they are pressing
ahead with the finals in 
September, subject to restric-
tions being eased.
All being well, the band

should return to the contesting
world at Cheltenham for the
national finals for only the third
time in its history.
To watch for free go to the

Cory Band's YouTube channel
https://www.youtube.com/c/
thecoryband1884
The livestream will appear

on this channel when the event
starts. Langholm will play first.
They will be followed by

Cardiff North Lakes Brass
Band, Gillingham Imperial 
Silver Band, Whitworth Vale
& Healey, Brilliante Brass
Band, Ireland Colliery Chester-
field Band, Musikgesellschaft
Brass Band Rehetobel, United
Brass, Littleport Brass, Wey-
mouth Concert Brass and
Towcester Studio Band.
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Providing face-to-face care can be anything from  
doing the shopping and preparing meals to giving  

personal and practical support.

If that sounds like you, find out if you’re  
eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine by visiting 

nhsinform.scot/carersregister or calling 0800 030 8013

#WeAreScotland

If you regularly care for 
family or friends who need 

extra support, it’s time  
to roll up your sleeve.

Langholm Town Band play at the Common Riding in 2018

Hopes are high that the national championships will be live this September



By Glen Laidlaw

IT’S fair to say that Upper
Eskdale isn’t regarded as a
hotbed of industry but this
hasn’t always been the
case.
Evidence abounds of small

industries of past centuries
and the most notable exam-
ple lies in the upper reaches
of the remote valley of 
Meggatt Water.
The Louisa Mine near

Jamestown is now silent 
except for the sound of
sheep and birds but in its
heyday it was a hive of activ-
ity, with some 40 miners 
employed there.
Jamestown itself was home

to the miners’ families and,
while the settlement has
largely disappeared, save for
a couple of houses, the
schoolhouse still exists as a
private dwelling in the upper
reaches of this remote valley.
In the middle of winter this

must have been a bleak and
dismal place to eke out a liv-
ing underground and the min-
ers will have been required to
dig the mine by hand from
the outset, given the absence
of machinery when it first
opened in 1793.
Indeed, this antimony mine

was worked on and off for
many years, with the most 
recent extraction taking place
in 1922, whereupon activity
ceased forever and the work-
ings were surrendered to 
nature.
With the sun shining over-

head, it was an altogether
spring-like day when we 
decided to visit the mine and
we certainly weren’t to be dis-
appointed.
Upon reaching Jamestown,

the evidence of mining 

activity is clear to see with the
remains of the smelting plant
where the extracted ore was
processed.
At the start of the walk an

information board gives 
details of the mine’s history
and a well-used track leads
along the valley towards the
mine itself. 
Miners had to walk to the

mine from the village itself
and we followed in their foot-
steps alongside the 
Glenshanna Burn for about
one mile until the mine work-
ings came into view.
This mine hasn’t been oper-

ational for 100 years but
there is still much to see with
machinery lying scattered on
the grass and ‘bings’ of spoil
and rock piling up on all
sides.

Entrance
Slightly uphill from here is

an opening in the hillside and
this is the entrance to the
mine itself, slightly overgrown
with a locked gate preventing
access but easy to see inside
and get a feel of what it must
have been like to work under-
ground.
After a final look around, it

was time to go and we 
returned down the valley to
Jamestown with the 
Glenshanna burn glistening
in the sunlight alongside.
An interesting aside: when

the mine opened, the work-
ers were presented with 23
new books to assist in their
education and ‘Mutual 
Improvement’.
Many more books were

subsequently added after a
legacy from Thomas Telford
and this became the forerun-
ner of the Westerkirk Parish
Library.
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Surrendered to nature

The entrance to the Louisa antimony mine near Jamestown

Discounted electricity
bills for communities

Free meals
for pupils
PARENTS in Liddesdale, who
meet the criteria for means-
tested free school meals, are
encouraged to make sure they
are registered so they can 
receive the spring support pay-
ment benefit of £100.
During term time all children

in P1 to P3 or in an Early
Learning and Childcare setting
are automatically entitled to
receive a free school meal.
Parents and carers of these

children, who also meet certain
income-based, eligibility crite-
ria, should apply for means-
tested free school meals if they
haven’t done so already.
This also applies to parents

of children in P4 to S6, whose
circumstances may have
changed and who believe they
may now qualify for means-
tested free school meals.
The payment will not be made

to all parents who automatically
receive free schools meals for
children in P1 to P3 or Early
Learning and Childcare, only
those who meet the criteria for
means-tested meals because of
low income or being on certain
benefits. 
www.scotborders.gov.uk/fi-

nancialassistance

____________________

Club still
running
LANGHOLM Social Club
committee. members have con-
tinued to meet virtually during
the past year to make sure the
club continues to be managed.
David Patterson, chairman,

said: “There has been no AGM
this year but the committee has
kept the club running.
“We have used Zoom, 

WhatsApp and the phone to
keep each other informed and
make decisions about the club’s
management.
“We recently agreed there

would be no subscription fee
this year and all current mem-
bers would have their mem-
bership extended until January
2022.
“Those not currently paid-up

members will have to pay the
annual subscription of £15
which can be paid at the bar
when we finally reopen if they
wish to join.”
He added: “The building has

sprung a couple of leaks while
closed but repairs have been
made and work to replace the
flooring in the back corridor
and snooker room will be com-
pleted soon.
“We’re grateful for the gov-

ernment grants and the furlough
scheme. Without them, the club
would have found the financial
management more                                                challenging.

THE 15 turbines at the wind-
farm at Solwaybank near
Langholm have begun 
operating.
RES, one of the world’s lead-

ing renewable energy companies,
has paid tribute to the Dumfries
and Galloway companies which
the TRIG-owned windfarm near
Langholm spin into action.
The 30MW windfarm, which

invested £4.1m into the area’s
economy during construction,
is now set to give more back to
the community during its oper-
ation.
This includes a Local 

Electricity Discount Scheme
(LEDS), which will help lower
energy bills in the area, and a
tailored Habitat Management
Plan to increase the biodiversity
around the windfarm.
Community groups, mean-

while, will have about £60,000
a year to spend as they see fit.
This will total £1.5m over the
life of the project.
Several regional companies

were involved in the build, 
including Grange Quarry, 
Pro-Tect and Oakbank.
RES now moves from over-

seeing the construction of the
site to its day-to-day operational
duties and says the project is a

tremendous success story.
Alan McMahon, construction

director at RES said: “When
building a new windfarm, it is
important for us to bring as
much value from the project to
the community as we can.
“Local contractors have a

breadth and depth of knowledge
about their area and resources
and that is invaluable.

Success
“The companies we have

worked with are testament to
the success of the construction
process of Solwaybank.
“We’re committed to further

supporting the Solwaybank com-
munity through LEDS and the
community benefit fund and
look forward to seeing what
good work the benefit fund will
support.”
Up to £90,000 a year will go

towards discounted energy bills
for households, business build-
ings and community properties,
including schools, village halls
and places of worship closest
to the windfarm via LEDS.
“The community benefit fund

will give £60,000 a year to com-
munities to spend as they wish
and can be used to support short,
medium and long-term goals.

The windfarm has the potential
to power 19,000 homes with
clean, green electricity.

Projects
TRIG, working alongside Low

Carbon Contracts Company
(LCCC), recently announced
that Solwaybank was one of the
latest projects in the Contracts

for Difference (CfD) portfolio
to come online.
The Renewables Infrastruc-

ture Group (TRIG) is a leading
London-listed renewable 
energy infrastructure invest-
ment company.
TRIG has invested in a port-

folio of more than 75 wind,
solar and battery storage 

projects.
It joins the Minsca windfarm,

along with Ewe Hill 6 and Ewe
Hill 16 windfarms which are
currently contributing financially
to communities in Eskdale.
Crossdykes, which lies 

between Langholm and 
Lockerbie, has also given 
grants.

New windfarm scheme will also give £60k funding each year

Bee friendly and help pollinators

Solwaybank windfarm near Langholm has begun operating and will provide lower electricity bills to the area

BEE the Change in Eskdale and
Liddesdale this spring and make
your neighbourhood bumblebee-
friendly.
The Bumblebee Conversation Trust

is on a mission with a new campaign
asking people to take simple, quick
micro-actions for one of our most
important pollinators.
Bumblebees are familiar and much-

loved insects which pollinate crops
and wildflowers.
But they are in trouble and need

help. Over the past century our land-
scape has lost millions of the flowers
they rely on to survive.
Under the campaign, people will

pledge to Bee the Change and do
quick and simple micro-actions like
spotting bumblebees, growing bee-
friendly plants, creating wild bum-
blebee havens and spreading the
#BeeTheChange message with their
friends, families and communities.
During 2021 the trust will supply

downloadable free resources and
how-to guides, helping everyone to
Bee the Change wherever they live.
Anyone can take part, whether they

live in the city or the countryside
and whether they have a garden,
flowerpot or no outdoor space at all. 
Chloe Headdon, Bee the Change

project officer, said: “Together, we
can get these pollinating superheroes
buzzing again and make a big com-

bined change for nature.
“Everyone can help these amazing

insects by pledging to Bee the
Change.”
The campaign has been inspired

by recent research for the trust which
shows that six in 10 UK adults think

‘bees dying off’ is a very serious 
issue, a similar number to those with
concerns about climate change and
deforestation. 

Make your pledge at bumble-
beeconservation.org/beethechange

The garden bumblebee (Bombus hortorum) is one of many insect pollinators you can help by planting bee-friendly plants © Pieter Haringsma

0

IN BRIEF
Business
support
A NEW arrangement will bring
together South of Scotland 
Enterprise (SOSE) and Scottish
Borders Council to provide
Business Gateway support in
the region from April 1.
This is part of the strategic

partnership protocol agreed 
between SOSE and the council
to help them work together to
achieve their joint objectives
to benefit the economy.
Under the agreement, the role

of Business Gateway will trans-
fer from the council to SOSE.
It will recruit four Business

Gateway posts to deliver and
widen access of its services to
communities.
Business Gateway is a 

publicly-funded service con-
tributing to Scotland’s economic
well-being by giving access to
free business support services,
including online resources,
workshops and events and tai-
lored advice through business
adviser support.
Business Gateway will have

a team of five available to sup-
port Borders’ businesses, restor-
ing the service to its previous
staffing numbers.
All four posts will be adver-

tised on the SOSE recruitment
website.
Jane Morrison-Ross, SOSE

chief executive, said: “The 
recruitment of another four
posts is good news for the 
Borders, particularly at this dif-
ficult time when businesses
need as much support as pos-
sible.
“The support will complement

what is already on offer from
SOSE and the council and fur-
ther develops the Team South
of Scotland approach which
will help establish our region
as a centre for opportunity, in-
novation and growth.”

____________________

Mystery
solved
THE mystery of a new bench
placed on the Kilngreen in
Langholm has been solved.
Margaret Potts of Rowanburn

got in touch with the E&L 
Advertiser about the seat which
appeared on the Kingreen in
memory of Jenny Mitchell.
Jenny was Margaret’s sister

and she sadly passed away in
February from cancer.
She lived in Gretna and during

her treatment she would often
come to Langholm and sit at
the Kilngreen where she found
it a very peaceful place to sit
overlooking the river.

IN BRIEF

Nature has taken over where men once mined for antimonyRelics of the past workings
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Massive jobs boost to
meet demand for PPE

Housing
for locals
POSITIVE talks continue 
between Newcastleton commu-
nity council and Eildon Housing 
Association, which has proper-
ties in the village.
Councillors have held talks

with Hilary Scott, Eildon’s hous-
ing manager, for several months
to discuss the most appropriate
way to let properties.
They met representatives from

Eildon and the Scottish Borders
Housing Association in January
and February.
They agreed on the marketing

initiatives and these are being
prepared to promote the houses
to local people first.
New local assessment priorities

are being created to allow young
people to apply for the two-
bedroom properties, encouraging
them to stay and live in the vil-
lage.
Community councillors feel

this is an encouraging start and,
once the work is active, the
process will begin with SBHA
with which much work is also
needed to change its approach
in prioritising local needs in the
social housing sector.
At the March meeting Lyndsay

Patterson said the local weight-
ing hadn’t yet been signed off.
She said: “Eildon has five

empty properties but two may
be sub-let to people who have
been flooded. I haven’t heard
yet.
“All the work, like decorating

and carpets fitted, has been
completed so they’re ready for
tenants to move into.
“Hopefully, we’ll find out soon

how many properties we can
advertise locally first.”
Barbara Elborn said they had

done a housing survey for the
community and part of that had
built in assisted housing which
was not done very well for the
elderly here.
She added: “It will free up

capacity elsewhere and reinvig-
orate some of the older housing
stock and help young people.”

____________________

No lynx in
Borders
THE Scottish government has
no intention of awarding any
licences for lynx in Scotland,
Newcastleton community coun-
cillors have been assured.
Barbara Elborn, secretary, in

response to a new consultation
on releasing lynx at Kielder,
said: “But we don’t know what’s
happening in England so we
need to keep a watching brief.”
Councillor Watson McAteer,

Hawick & Hermitage, confirmed
no approach had been made to
Scottish Borders Council.

MORE than 300 jobs and 
apprenticeship opportunities
are to be created at a new
manufacturing centre, thanks
to a multi-million-pound 
public-private investment
partnership with South of
Scotland Enterprise (SOSE).
Alpha Solway in Annan, part

of Globus Group, will this month
begin constructing the state-of-
the-art factory after securing
£4.8m from SOSE.
It will have an overall build

cost of £12m, part of Alpha 
Solway’s total investment in
Dumfries and Galloway of more
than £33m.
Globus is to more than match

the SOSE funds in a ground-
breaking collaboration, designed
to boost the economy, cement
the long-term future of manu-
facturing in the region and sup-
port communities.
The first phase of development

on the 15-acre site, based at
Gilnockie Business Park, 
Dumfries is scheduled to be
fully operational by the sum-
mer.
It will play a key part in Alpha

Solway’s ongoing major con-
tribution to protecting NHS
workers tackling COVID-19.

Last summer itJo won a con-
tract with the Scottish govern-
ment to ensure frontline NHS
staff had high-quality PPE during
the pandemic and beyond.
The development will make

the company the biggest British
PPE manufacturer and one of
the largest private sector 
employers in southern Scotland.
A second phase to build 

another world-class PPE plant
in Annan will break ground later
this year.

Confidence
The public-private partnership

investment in the two centres
represents a vote of confidence
in the Scottish economy 
and recognition of the enduring
value and appeal of Made 
in the UK products for healthcare
and industry sectors inter-
nationally.
At full capacity, the business

will produce one billion medical
masks and 300m FFP respirators
a year.
Steven Binnie, Alpha Solway

director, said: “We’re thrilled
and honoured to have been
awarded this funding by SOSE.
“We are committed to the 

Scottish economy and South of
Scotland communities so we

have much in common with
SOSE.
“It takes real vision and inno-

vative thinking on all sides to
develop this kind of public-
private partnership which will
deliver long-term benefits to the
region, NHS workers and others,
who rely on our products.

“Alpha Solway has the exper-
tise, resilience and reliability in
respiratory PPE and SOSE has
helped to drive forward our ex-
pansion plans to create the fast
solutions needed by the NHS
healthcare market.”
This is SOSE’s largest grant

to date and Professor Russel

Griggs, SOSE chairman, said:
“This significant support pack-
age shows our commitment to
secure the long-term future of
manufacturing in the South of
Scotland.
“Our vision is to establish the

area as a centre of opportunity,
innovation and growth.”

Enterprise agency gives biggest grant so far to boost economy

Offers over £30k for rural church

Jobs and apprenticeships will be created firstly at Dumfries and later at Alpha Solway’s Annan factory

THE Church of Scotland is inviting
offers for the purchase of 
Eskdalemuir church.
The Category C listed building

could be used, it says, for a creche,
day nursery, day centre, educational
establishment, museum or public 
library without the need to get plan-
ning permission for a change of use.
The property may also be suitable

for redevelopment for residential use,
subject to planning permission being
obtained.
The church was built in 1826 and

is equi-distant from Langholm and
Lockerbie.
It is described as a detached, two-

storey building of regular shape and
traditional stone construction.
The inside floor area is 147.32

square metres and the building has
mains electricity as well as an area
of open ground.
The sale details say: “It offers a

wonderful, open outlook to the pic-
turesque Scottish countryside and
is set in a peaceful, rural location.
“The village attracts visitors to the

Eskdalemuir Observatory and the
Samye Ling Tibetan Buddhist
Monastery .
There are amenities in Lockerbie

and Langholm which can be reached
by bus and from where people can
access the M74.
The church has, in recent 

years, been part of the Langholm,
Eskdalemuir, Ewes and Westerkirk
parishes but a decision was made
to close it last year.

The final service was a carol service
last year, conducted by the Rev
Robert Pickles.

Eskdalemuir church, which was built in 1826 and is a listed building, is being sold by the Church of Scotland

IN BRIEF



Thursday March 25, 2021 11Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Owned by the Community : Published for the Community



www.eladvertiser.co.ukEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser12  Thursday March 25, 2021

Times Past 

75 years: Burgh of Langholm – Scottish Travel Association

An offer by a person desiring to remain anonymous, has been made to the Town Council of a first
annual subscription of £2 2s to Scottish Travel Association conditional on some other person or
persons guaranteeing to make our subsequent annual subscriptions of equal amount. These sub-
scriptions entitle the Burgh to fuller publicity through the channels afforded by the Association.
Any person or persons so desiring to subscribe are asked respectfully to communicate with the
subscriber. Chas Constable, Town Clerk, 21st March 1946

50 years: Colour TV by late Autumn

In reply to a letter to the chairman of the BBC 2 colour television to Dumfriesshire, Mr Hector
Monroe, MP for the county, has been informed that despite delays in the delivery of equipment
from the manufacturers it was still hoped to complete the high-power UHF transmitting station at
Caldbeck, Cumberland, this year. This it was stated would make both BBC1 and BBC2 colour
television services available to about three-quarters of the population of Dumfriesshire. At this
stage it was too soon to give a date for the start of the test transmissions, but there was good hope
that both services would be in operation by late autumn.

25 years: Wizard performances
kept Kismet alive
Was it Kismet (Arabic for fate) that Langholm

Amateur Operatic and Dramatic Society chose
the musical Arabian Night for their latest pro-
duction? Well, certainly it went down well with
Monday’s opening night audience. And there is
no doubt that it gave the leading artistes a real
chance to shine. It gave Production Director
Brenda Morrison a great challenge and it gave
the chorus more to get their teeth into. Sadly, I
also heard the choice kept several people away
and that was a great pity. Not that it affected the
attendance during the week, but those who
chose not to attend certainly missed seeing
some vast improvements in all areas of the 
Society. The scenery was very well done, the
costumes superb and the performances excel-
lent. Who would have believed that it is only
three or four years ago that Bob McLure (Hajj
the poet) began singing in public? 
His is not necessarily the best singing voice,

but he sure can put over a song and is certainly

one of the best acting talents in the Society.
Maureen Borthwick was perfect in the part of
Marsinah, the poet’s glamourous daughter.
Every movement, word and song was perfect,
as were the performances of Bobby Morrison
as the Wazir of Police and Lalume his wife.
Marion Rodger gave a magnificent perfor-
mance as she tries to seduce Hajj with her
charming voice. Eric Hislop makes an excellent
Caliph of Baghdad, and when on stage in a dou-
ble duet with the two Bob’s and Maureen in
what has to be the best song in the show, “And
this is My Beloved” – excels. Other highlights
to watch out for are the three princesses, Judith
Johnson, Lorraine Wilson and Leonik Van
Belzen, and Bobby Morrison leading the men’s
chorus in Was I Wazir. Their performances were
tremendous and bring great fun to what can be
a heavy musical. Walter Steele as Omar
Khayyam was the only one to tackle an Eastern
accent and does it exceedingly well. His perfor-
mance was excellent. Yes, Brenda Morrison did
meet the challenge exceedingly well, the per-
formances are greatly improved. Well done all
involved.

100 years: Electric Pictures 

A capital programme is submitted at the Buccleuch Hall this week. “The Great Gay Road” filmed
on Monday, and to be repeated on Wednesday is one of the best which has been screened here. Its
pathos is great, and Mr Stewart Rome in the leading role moved all hearts. “The Lost City”, with
its jungle and animal episodes is deservedly most popular. The programmes for the rest of the
week, and the following week, are also excellent. 

The principles of Kismet are: Alan Weatherstone, Alex Pool, Bob McLure, Eric Hislop, Bobby Morrison, 
Jim Thomson, Walter Steele, Marion Rodger and Maureen Borthwick in March 1996

CAROLINE
STREET

We are getting a little further
along this road of mine. I 
rever to Caroline Street and
the dusty track it was.
Long ago as you turned into

Caroline Street from Henry
Street you would have seen a
row of derelict cottages, where
Buccleuch Terrace is now. All
that was left of the front walls
was half-buried with rubble, 
behind which the dam runs. The
site was cleared in 1928 and the
first Council Houses were built
for Langholm folk. The next lot
of houses were built in West
Street in 1934 and were called
Slum clearances. A horrible 
expression for a small town 
development. Waverley road
houses were next to be built in
1935/36.
In summer during the very hot

weather the Council water cart
came round to spray the road
there – by settling the dust. All
us kids used to walk behind the
tank which was pulled by a
horse, and got a lovely mobile
shower from a long pipe with
holes in it. Our own private
shower unit and it was lovely
and cool. Whatever folk say we
definitely had much hotter sum-
mers then than now.
Another part of summer

which is missed is the families
all out walking. There would be
the father and mother and any-

thing up to five bairns walking
on a summer’s night. Gaskells
Walk, Eastons Walk, Becks
Burn, Lodge Walk, Lamb Hill
or Millholm and the Roon
Hoose.
On those walks you would

smell the sweet briar, in the
hedgerow. How many know
what a sweet briar is? Not
many, because it is another loss
to the hedgerow but I don’t
know why. Perhaps too many
hedges were pulled out to make
fields bigger.
Anyway a sweet briar was a

wild rose but the leaves had the
perfume and not the flower.

Families
On those balmy nights we had

midges but no winds the power
of today just occasionally a
strong and pleasant breeze.
Families used to stop and talk in
groups then. No TV or radio to
rush home to. We did find time
to speak.
How things have changed.
In Caroline Street we had 

normal sized families. Lizzie
Beattie, Nannie and I; John
Young: Sybil Hardy; Elaine
McVittie; Scott Gill, Cathy and
Nellie; Adam Waldie; Bob 
Wallace, Jack, Jessie, Helen and
Bella also Madge and Anne
Morrison; Joe Halliday, Scott
and John; Nessie Jameson;
Netta Lightbody; Enid and
George Cowan; Margaret, 
Wullie and John Murray; Tom

Irving; Joan Ballantyne; Matt,
Wattie, Wullie and Jock 
Borthwick and Madge; Leslie
Smith, Rovery and Beryl; 
Nellie, Pinder, Jimmy, Jenny
and Peggy Bell; John Graham,
Margaret and Gordon; Wullie
Johnstone; Chay and Betty
Cowan; Strathey and Minnie
Ewart; Billy Bell; Wattie and
George Bell; David Pryde;
Vivienne Paterson; Kit Bell and
Bob Bell. Some of these sons
and daughters were of marrying
age but make a total of 59 from
27 families all within 150
yards. If I have missed anyone
it is my memory at fault and
nothing personal. To those I
have missed my sincere apolo-
gies. Two I will add but they
were in Caroline Street a short
while, Arthur and Michael Bell.
One of the major enjoyments

on the street was to make a slide
in winter by watering a length
of roadway. That slide would
last for weeks illustrating the
frosts we were subjected to in
yesteryears. The summers were
hotter but the winters must have
been at least 10 degrees below
anything experienced now.
Nearly all wore clogs and the
caulkers were a poor persons
skates. you might like to think
this was a stupid game to play
but bear in mind how few cars
there were in those days. Two in
one street became three
overnight.

(to be continued)

The Langholm Amateur Operatic and Dramatic Society  cast of  Miss Hook of Holland in 1934

Memories and Milestones
We continue our serialisation of Tommy Beattie’s book

View from Gaskell’s walk showing Caroline
Street in the foreground
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A PUPPET Animation Festival brings
three charming shows for young children
during the Easter holiday.
The first online show, presented by Arts

Live and the CatStrand, is Hopeful Monsters
on Monday, April 5 and will be available to
watch between 11am and 8pm once tickets
have been bought.
It runs for 40 minutes and is for children

aged five and above. Tickets must be bought
before April 4.
Constantly shifting and changing, human

hands move and morph in unusual ways,
creating unexpected creatures as they jour-
ney through water, earth and air.
This is an innovative and playful visual jour-

ney combining visual theatre, an original
soundtrack and puppetry.
It is a bold piece of physical performance

with unusual visuals and detailed move-
ment, an original soundtrack and no spoken
dialogue
.
 Stinky McFish And The World’s Worst
Wish is performed by Jo’s Portable Art 
Department on Wednesday, April 7 and 
presented by Arts Live and A’ the Airts.
It lasts 50 minutes and is suitable for chil-

dren aged five to nine. Tickets must be
bought on or before April 6. The show will be

available from 11am to 8pm. This is an orig-
inal and beautifully-crafted comedy puppet
show about friendship, home and the 
environment.
Character-comedian Jo Neary (Mrs Jones

in CBBC’s So Awkward) brings her observa-
tional brilliance and off-kilter wit to this inter-
active puppet show for children, a seaside
version of the Grimm Brothers’ Frog-based
traditional fairytale.

Up And Down, presented by Arts Live
and Theatre Royal Dumfries, is on Friday,
April 9.
Ipdip Theatre’s show runs for 35 minutes

and is for five and unders. Tickets must be
bought on or before April 8.
The two characters are inspired by the 

elements of earth and air.Toggle digs for
treasure and has burrowing animal friends.
Mira sings a lot and plays with the
weather.They are otherworldly and charming
people who share aspects of their very dif-
ferent worlds with the visitors who come to
tea.Those attending the performance must
have sufficient broadband to run an interac-
tive Zoom meeting and a computer or large
tablet on which they can view the experience.

Book at:
www.ticketsource.co.uk/dgartsfestival
Links to the shows will be sent to tickethold-
ers on the day of the performances.

Looking south from Whita on a beatiful day.  Photograph by Margaret Hudson of Langholm
Camera: Samsung phone

The E&L Gallery

Stinky McFish and the Hopeful Monsters

Constantly shifting and changing, human hands 
create Hopeful Monsters

Stinky McFish with Jo Neary
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COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie
DG14 0UY

t. 013873 71773
m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS

CUMBRIA METALS
FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED
Wire ● Tin

Machinery ● Lorries
Cars ● Vans

and all other scrap metal
Big or small

we remove it all
Registered Dealer

Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

COMPLAINTS

TO LET

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM
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ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER
COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in
The Eskdale and Liddesdale Advertiser, please
come into the office on Langholm High Street and
speak to the editor, Rachel Norris.
Alternatively, please contact the Company Secretary 
by email – secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk  
or by writing to:-  The Company Secretary

Muckle Toon Media
Ashley Bank House
Langholm  DG13 0AN

E&L
JOBS
Advertise your 

vacancies in the

E&L 
Advertiser

013873 80012 |
sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk     
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POST OFFICE TIMES

LANGHOLM 
TOWN HALL 

(inside)
WEDNESDAYS
10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS
9am - 2pm

Access through rear door

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

ADVERTISING

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES

Advertise in the E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised how little it costs!

An advert this size, 10cm x 2 columns,
will only cost £30 + VAT each for 12 inserts.

This can include your logo or other graphic and
can be designed in-house.

Contact 013873 80012 for details.
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Sports News
Thursday March 25, 2021

Sponsored by KELSO RACES

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
saturDAY 27thMARCH

behind closed doors

01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Horseracing
THE action is coming fast and furiously
at Kelso.
Just five days after a cracking card on

Monday, £136,000 is up for grabs for
another seven-race, behind-closed-doors
meeting at the Borders venue this 
Saturday.

The opening race on Monday’s programme
was named to celebrate The Shunter, who
carried off a bonus of £100,000 last week
by following up his win in the bet365
Morebattle Hurdle with a famous victory
at the Cheltenham Festival.

The race was won by Dequall, trained by
Selkirk-based Stuart Coltherd.

He said “There was a wee bit of a concern
about the quicker ground but he’s tough
and saw it out well.

“It’s as far as he’s won over so we should
have a few options for him now.” 

Court Master earned himself a crack at
the Grand National fences after a gutsy
performance in the LCS Joinery 50 Years
Of Trading Handicap Chase.

Sent off at 100-30, he was given a power-
packed ride by Brendan Powell to pip front-
running Schiehallion Munro in the day’s
feature race.

Winning trainer Michael Scudamore said:
“He doesn’t like the testing winter conditions
and this better ground was more to his liking.

“We’re looking towards a spring campaign
and the Topham Trophy at Aintree next month
is a possibility because he is such a good
jumper.”

Nick Alexander was on the mark with
Chanting Hill, a six-length winner under
Henry Brooke in the Novices’ Handicap
Chase.

The Kinneston trainer said: “Three miles
round Musselburgh didn’t suit her last time
and this was a lot better today.

“She likes this ground so there should be
plenty of opportunities in the coming few
weeks.”

Saturday’s programme forms part of the
valuable Go North Weekend of racing.

Supported by the British Horseracing Au-
thority and sponsored by The Racing Post,
the three-day event starts at Carlisle to-
morrow before moving to Kelso on Saturday
and Musselburgh on Sunday.

Jonathan Garratt, managing director of
Kelso said: “The original plan was for
spectators to be encouraged to stay in the
region and visit all three racecourses.

Anticipation
“Sadly, that’s not possible because of

COVID-19 but we’ve decided to retain the
races because it will build anticipation for
next year.”

Saltburn-by-the-Sea trainer Gillian Boanas
has two exciting entries, including Crixus’s
Escape, in the Paxtons For Kverneland In
The Borders Handicap Chase and Sultans
Pride in the William Hill Handicap Hurdle;

both races carrying a guaranteed pot of
£35,000.

Gillian said: “The prize money is again
very good at Kelso.

“Crixus’s Escape has won there before
but he disappointed in the Edinburgh Gin
Chase in February and it turned out he had
a breathing issue so he has had some wind
surgery.

“That should help him a lot, although we
could do with a bit of rain before Saturday.

“Sultans Pride has been in terrific form
and he won his third race of the season at
Doncaster recently.

“Brian Hughes is quite excited about him
and he will make a lovely staying chaser
next season.”

Yetholm
Potential rivals to Crixus’s Escape include

Nicky Richards-trained Chapel Style and
Claud And Goldie, a raider from Sandy
Forster’s Yetholm stables who carries an
extra 5lbs for his third win at Kelso in
February.

Opposition to Sultans Pride could see Mr
Harp, second in a Grade 2 hurdle at Haydock
last month, become the first course runner
for St Albans trainer Thomas Gallagher.

Middleham-based Jedd O’Keeffe has 
already booked Henry Brooke for the ride
on his mare Miah Grace who has already
been placed in Class 2 company this spring.

The other feature race is the 
£30,000 William Hill Leading Racecourse
Bookmaker Handicap Hurdle and it will
be interesting to see whether Tommy’s
Oscar is in the line-up come Saturday.

Trained in Northumberland by Ann 
Hamilton, he was a big gamble before fin-
ishing sixth in the bet365 Morebattle 
Hurdle.

The form of the Morebattle could be
tested further. Third-placed Favoir (Dan
Skelton) and eighth home Christopher Wood
(Paul Nicholls) are also entered in the valu-
able two-miler.

Brayhill wins at Carlisle under Rachael McDonald for James Ewart

New horse is
in top form

James Ewart 
Racing
NEW horse Brayhill stormed
to a seven and a half lengths
win for Langholm trainer
James Ewart Racing at
Carlisle last Sunday.

The horse, owned by Neil
Ewart, won a maiden hurdle
over two miles, three and a
half furlongs at the city track
when ridden by Rachael 
McDonald.

McDonald kept the horse in
midfield and began to make
headway three fences from
home, moving into second place
by two lengths.

He went into the lead 
approaching the last and went
clear to pass the post comfort-
ably at 20/1.

The six-year-old was formerly
owned and trained by Graham
McKeever in Ireland where he
won two hurdle races last  
October and November before
having a three and a half month
break.

Ewart also ran Bingo D’Olivate
at Carlisle.

Nathan Moscrop was in the
saddle for the two-mile, three
and a half furlong maiden hurdle
in which he came fifth of the
nine runners.

Cellar Vie, ridden by Brian
Hughes, also came fifth in a
novices’ handicap hurdle over
two miles, one furlong.

The yard took two horses to
Wetherby on Tuesday and
Aquitaine Boy, ridden by 
McDonald, came fifth in a con-
ditional jockeys’ handicap 
hurdle.

Race days galore

Dequall, ridden by Sean Quinlan and trained
by Stuart Coltherd wins at Kelso on Monday
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Pupils at Canobie Primary took part in a Comic Relief fundraiser last Friday

Canonbie buys Bounce Back Balls
Active Schools
CANONBIE primary school pupils got into the
spirit of Comic Relief last Friday with ball skills
sessions, delivered by Annandale and Eskdale
Active Schools and Community Sport.
The activity was for all the children from nursery to

P7.
Every child in the school bought a Bounce Back

Ball and more than half of the funds raised went to
Comic Relief to add to the school’s wider fundraising
efforts.
The children used these balls in a range of fun 

exercises, activities and games to help develop fun-
damental skills such as hand-eye co-ordination.


