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Mental health counsellor says no to Eskdalemuir rifle ranges 
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Agency awards £92k
to station conversion

THE £600,000 conversion of
the former Langholm police
station has been boosted by a
substantial grant

Full story: Page 5

Recycling bins come
into Eskdale in May

A NEW kerbside waste and
recycling service is to be
rolled out into Eskdale in
May by Dumfries and 
Galloway Council.

Full story: Page 7

Full story: Page 

Fears for traumatised
war veterans on retreat
ARMED forces veterans battling com-
bat stress during retreats at Samye
Ling in Eskdalemuir will be badly
traumatised by the sound of gunfire
from two proposed rifle ranges, it’s
claimed.
The Tibetan Centre is used by organi-

sations, which help veterans with PTSD
(post-traumatic stress disorder), to over-
come their mental health problems.
Veteran Tommy Addison, who did two

tours in Northern Ireland with the Royal
Highland Fusiliers, runs mental health
peer support groups for Combat Stress
in Glasgow and regularly accompanies
veterans to the monastery for retreats.
His military experiences led to self-

abuse but, by going to Samye Ling, he
learned grounding techniques and mind-
fulness which he took back to the Coming
Home centre in Glasgow.
He used them there and suggested to

other veterans that they also go to the
monastery.
He also did a course in mental health,

courtesy of Combat Stress.
He said: “I’m not against gun ranges

but I am against it when it’s in an envi-
ronment like that.
“Honestly, you would have to see the

difference in the men. Being there for
one week will last them six months.
“They are happy with themselves and

not having any problems.
“I’ve seen men jumping onto the floor

and hiding and taking cover at the sound
of gunfire. It brings it all back into their
heads.
“It’s not just about avoiding the gunshots

but all the other things going through
their heads and it’s very traumatising
for them.
“They’ve been in some very bad situ-

ations as far as gunfire is concerned.

I’ve had sergeants and majors crying on
my shoulder.
“PTSD has 15 different symptoms and

you need only four to be diagnosed.”
Tommy is concerned that, if the shooting

ranges are approved, their use could 
increase and different types of weapons
used.
He added: “Once a range like that

starts, it becomes popular and opens
other avenues for other stuff.
“As soon as I heard 50 calibre rifles

mentioned, I said no. These guns need
more gunpowder so make a louder bang
compared with small arms.”

Dumfries and Galloway planning coun-
cillors are due to consider retrospective
planning applications for both Over 
Cassock, owned by E Glendenning 
and run by the 50 Calibre Shooting 
Association, and Clerkhill, owned by
Eskdalemuir Forestry and operated by
Gardners Guns of Longtown, next month 

19,000
A petition on Change.org has more

than 19,000 signatures calling for a
public consultation on the issue. The
deadline to comment on the applications
ends today.

Eskdalemuir Community Council wants
to see the applications rejected and the
ranges shut. 
The prolonged and significant noise

levels are causing great nuisance and
distress to the community.
There are also unanswered questions

about whether COVID-19 lockdown reg-
ulations have been breached by shooters
coming from England and how US Air
Force special forces were allowed to
run military training operations at
Clerkhill.
The range at Clerkhill Farm was built

in June 2020 and Gardners Guns ran its
first competition there in July 2020. 
The other range at Over Cassock ap-

peared in 2017 and was operated until
March 2020 by Gardners Guns when its
operation was taken over by the 50 Cal-
ibre Shooting Association (FCSA).   
Nicholas Jennings, community council

chairman, said: “It’s unreasonable for
huge rifle ranges to be set up and run
without planning permission and then
to try to get consent later without any
consultation with residents. 
“This is a peaceful and quiet area char-

acterised by forestry and farming and
its historical and archaeological features,
like the Iron Age hill forts and stone 
circles.                      >Turn to Page 2

WEATHER ‘NICHT SO GUT’
GERMANy’S BBC EQUIVALENT FILMS ON LANGHOLM MOOR: PAGES 8 & 9

Nicholas Jennings, Eskdalemuir community council chairman, says this is a peaceful area
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Tourists relish the peace
> From Page 1

“We are home to a creative com-
munity of artists, writers and 
musicians alongside a large, peace-
ful Buddhist community.”   
Samye Ling, established five
decades ago, is of national and
global importance to Buddhists
and other faith communities.
People come from all over the
world to visit, attend retreats and
learn meditation and mindfulness.   
Tourists enjoy the peace and
quiet, walk and cycle, visit the
archaeological sites and attend 
retreats and mindfulness courses.

Detrimental
Businesses, which cater for them,
say the ranges will be detrimental. 
The community welcomes 
appropriate development which
builds on and enhances the peace-
ful nature of the area.
The development of the ranges
is incompatible with existing uses
and detrimental to the development
of eco and cultural tourism.  

Shooters on the range are using
high calibre rifles, of the type the
Scottish government hopes to ban,
to hit targets and metal gongs
over 2km.
Mr Jennings says the planning
applications submitted avoid being
classified as a major development
with the required public consul-
tation.
Major developments
The planning authority initially
told the community council that
both would be treated as major
developments.   
Residents are concerned that the
owners of Clerkhill Farm intend
to offer the estate for use by the
military, internationally.  
He added: “The character of this
area should be cherished. It’s cer-
tainly no place for these kinds of
deeply unwelcome activities.”
Residents are now calling on
the council and all the area's 
political representatives to take 
action.

Trading fairly
Co-op highlights benefits to LangholmChurch Notices

Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Although Covid-19 has
meant our doors are closed
we remain available to offer
support where we can.
Please contact the Session
Clerks on 013873 25255 or
canonbiechurch@gmail.com.
Canonbie Treasurer Fiona
Smith has received the new
weekly offering envelopes.
If you would like to receive
yours or wish to donate by
bank transfer please contact
her on 013873 71616 or
fionasmith2402@gmail.com
for details.

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

With no services the
church is getting little or
no income.
If you wish to donate by
making a bank transfer
please contact the trea-
surer, David Johnstone,
on the phone numbers be-
low and he will supply
necessary details.

Tel: 013873 80859.
Mobile. 07543 179469

Charity no. SCO11946

All Services
CANCELLED
until further notice

All Services
CANCELLED
until further notice

share the news of any..........
• engagements
• marriages
• anniversaries
• births
• thank yous
• congratulations

Contact us on 013873 80012
catherine.greer@eladvertiser.co.uk

Deaths

The Co-op has recently celebrated
Fairtrade Fortnight and to keep
the discussion going, Saul Deeson,
Member Pioneer for Langholm,
gives his view on why the move-
ment is relevant to the town.

DURING Fairtrade Fortnight the
Co-op hosted several online Fairtrade
events and the Langholm store dis-
played some of the products.
The prominent Fairtrade mark has
familiarised customers with bananas,
chocolate and tea which support
the producers, while flowers and
cotton buds also boast the mark.
But there’s much more to Fairtrade
than the sticker and why that should
matter to Langholm.

Saul said: “While preparing to
host a live Co-op event focused on
inspiring young people to become
proponents of global change, I 
had the opportunity to learn about
Fairtrade’s environmental obligations
and the problems producers face.
“I was particularly taken by figures
showing farmers in Africa are those

worst affected by climate change
and stories about producers losing
out because of the pandemic. These
are issues many of us can relate to.
“The town’s flood defence pro-
posals may spawn contention but
it’s hard to argue against the need
to be more environmentally con-
scious when only last month the
council distributed sandbags as pro-
tection against the rising river.
“Likewise, I believe we all know
someone, whose livelihood has been
compromised over the past year
and challenges, which changed the
way we live, have confronted 
everyone.

Empowering
“As the Fairtrade movement gives
consumers the ability to improve
the lives of producers, empowering
them to take control of their cir-
cumstances, investments of time
and passion will improve
Langholm’s future.
“In the time I’ve been with the

Co-op I’ve spoken to some fantastic
individuals and groups who are
leading the way.
“The store’s three community fund
causes: Langholm Regeneration
Group, Day Centre and Golf Club
and Langholm Initiative are a few
examples of groups making the
town more sustainable.
“Their altruistic and intriguing
work in skill development and well-
being, subjects the Co-op always
looks to support, promises to give
the town a platform for success.
“The positive effects of their input
won’t always be immediate but the
next generation and those subsequent
will value it greatly. We can all
take heart in that.
“That’s why, when we see the
Fairtrade sticker, I believe we should
think of the people it benefits and
when we look at Langholm, we
should consider what we want from
it and how each of us can help
make that vision a reality.”

The Langholm Co-op store took part in Fairtrade Fortnight

J. & A. Hodgson
Independent Family Funeral Directors

134 High Street, Annan
A Caring Family Firm
Caring for your family

Private Rest Room
For 24 hour caring personal service

Tel. 01461 205920
Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors Member
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available on request

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser is part funded by the
above organisations along with charitable trusts and 

individuals from the community of Langholm.

STEELE

Suddenly on 11th March 2021 in Dumfries
Infirmary, Beverley (Bev) Steele, Allt A Chaoruinn,
Rowanburn, dearly loved wife of George, much
loved mother to Robert, Georgia, Reiss and
Aaron.
Funeral private due to current circumstances.
If you wish to show your respect the cortege will
be leaving from the house on Monday 22nd
March at 11.45a.m.
Please adhere to social distancing.

Saul Deeson has learned about Fairtrade
and the problems producers face

The Stupa at the Kagyu Samye Ling Tibetan Centre and Monastery
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Hen harrier
disappears
THE devastating news that a hen
harrier, tagged on Langholm Moor
last year, has disappeared was 
announced by the RPSB earlier
this week.
It confirmed the satellite-tagged
hen harrier disappeared in suspi-
cious circumstances next to a
grouse moor in Northumberland.
It said the bird was called Tarras
and was tagged on Langholm
Moor in 2020.
This harrier was not to be con-
fused with a previously tagged
hen harrier also called Tarras,
from Langholm Moor in 2016,
who vanished in the Peak District
National Park the same year .
Tarras had explored the North
Pennines AONB before settling
in southern Northumberland in
the late autumn.
The RSPB said: “For the 90
days before disappearing, we could
see that Tarras had settled into a
routine of hunting on a grouse
moor and roosting either on it or
just off it.
“After getting regular transmis-
sions each day, since February
24, we have had nothing at all.
“The tag’s last fix showed Tarras
was roosting with other birds just
off a grouse moor near Haltwhistle,
outside the North Pennines AONB
boundary.
“RSPB investigations officers
searched the area but found no
sign of tag or body.
“The matter was passed to
Northumbria Police who have 
recently issued an appeal for 
information.”

___________________

Crossing
the border
PEOPLE living near the border
will be frustrated that no date 
allowing them to cross into 
England for non-essential pur-
poses has been set.
Colin Smyth, South Scotland
MSP, said Nicola Sturgeon 
announced travel within Scotland
could resume on April 26 but did
not confirm whether cross-border
travel would be allowed.
He said: “They may be able to
travel hundreds of miles to any
part of Scotland but not make
the short journey over the border
to visit loved ones even if the
prevalence level of the virus is
equally low there.”

The tale of Langholm’s
makers comes to light
Arts project celebrates making and creativity in textile town
LANGHOLM residents are
invited to contribute to an
arts project which celebrates
“making” and creativity in
the town, both past and 
present.
Emma Dove of Thornhill and
Deirdre Nelson of Glasgow are
the filmmaker and artists behind
Langholm Made.
A Facebook page and intro-
ductory video have been created
to explain the project and allow
people to get involved. 
Deirdre, who has previously
worked with schools in the area,
wants to find out about all the
creative things done by people
in the town. In some cases, these
may have been prompted by the
pandemic.
She said: “People are incredibly
creative. They paint, knit, 
embroider, make fabulous jams,
soups and bread as well as 
upcycle, restore, build sheds,
grow food in the garden, make
curtains and cushions and even
do repairs and restoration.
“They put something of them-
selves into all these things. 
“People often don’t think that
what they do is special or sig-
nificant, but it is.
“These actions and activities
come together to make our local
cultures and I very much want
to celebrate all of it.” 
Emma is asking people with
memories, stories and knowledge
about the textiles industry to get
in touch so she can make record-
ings for an oral history archive.
She said: “They might be for-

mer workers or their families
from the town’s heyday as a
hub of textile manufacturing.

Connections
“Or they might be someone
with more recent connections
or with a particular story or
knowledge of our textile her-
itage. Whatever it is, I’d love
to hear from them.”
Conversations will take place
by video call or phone and peo-
ple can chat to Emma  

individually or in pairs, perhaps
with a family member, a friend
or former colleague.
The project which is led by
Upland, is collaborating with
OutPost Arts and the Langholm
Initiative Textiles Eskdale pro-
ject. 
Something, which has already
caught the team’s attention, is
the decorated slates and stones
bearing uplifting messages
which have been placed anony-
mously on residents’ doorsteps

during the pandemic.
Judith Johnson, Langholm 
Initiative project manager, who
runs Textiles Eskdale, said:
“This is a super project. It’s
brilliant that Deirdre is going
to highlight and celebrate what
people do here. 
“I’m also delighted that Emma
will capture people’s memories
and experiences of the textiles
industry.
“It’s something I’ve been 
interested in for a long time
and I know there’s a huge
amount out there.

Artwork
“If anyone wants to find out
a bit more about the project
before contacting Emma and
Deirdre, I’d be very happy for
them to get in touch with me.”
The artists will gather infor-
mation from now until the end
of May.
Deidre will create an artwork
inspired by people’s making
and by the stories Emma col-
lects.
It is hoped this will be exhib-
ited in Langholm later in the
year.
Langholm Made is part of the
wider Making Connections pro-
ject run by Dumfries and Gal-
loway’s Upland CIC art and
craft development organisation.
Amy Marletta, creative direc-
tor, said: “Langholm Made is
brilliant because it’s all about
the town, its people and the
creative and artistic things they
do now or have done in the

past, whether it’s in a textile
mill, garden, shed, studio,
kitchen or sitting in their
favourite armchair.
“Our hobbies and pastimes
are as much the essence of our
lives and culture as our work.
“Over the past year they’ve
become more important, bring-
ing pleasure and fulfilment dur-
ing some very difficult times.” 

If you are interested in taking

part in the conversations or just
find out more visit the Facebook
page http://bit.ly/2OgsyIX
Register to take part in a
recorded conversation at
http://bit.ly/3vhtQ73
Email Emma and Deirdre at
langholm.made@gmail.com or
contact Judith at
judith@langholminitiative.co.uk
or ring 07801 413 482.
See the Upland website at
www.weareupland.com
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Deirdrie Nelson is seeking people who have been creative during the 
pandemic whether it’s making jam or building sheds

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

More flowers for next spring

More spring bulb planting is
planned for the town’s Glenesk
Road

Emma Dove wants to record peo-
ple’s stories about the mills

THIS autumn Langholm Rotary Club is planning to
plant more purple crocuses to brigten up a dull roadside
banking.
More yellow daffodils will be planted, thanks to Alix 
Stevenson.

Tom Stothart, the club’s foundation convener, says this
will be done further along the same bank at the southern
entrance to the town.
The planting will be 
managed by Margaret Pool
with help from Langholm
Academy pupils for the 
second consecutive year. 



www.eladvertiser.co.ukEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser4  Thursday March 18, 2021

Letters to the editor Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or

email your comments to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk

Hostile 
to new 
investment
I WOULD like to add three
points to the conversation on
your pages about the rifle
range at Eskdalemuir.
Recreational target shooting
is a sport enjoyed all over the
world and features in the
Olympic Games.
It can be undertaken equally
by women and men and people
of all ages.
It is far closer to archery and
golf in reality than to our lock-
down steady diet of Netflix
fantasy adventure films, like
Bourne and Reacher.
It has all the health benefits
found in all real sports. It is out-
doors, it involves careful men-
tal assessment and structured
thinking in preparation and
planning.
It involves physical effort 
(rifles and lead ammunition are
heavy), mindfulness, relax-
ation, controlled breathing,
awareness of your own actions
and those of others, calmness,
careful dexterity, eye and hands
co-ordination, discipline, 
remembering and following  
detailed instructions and pleas-
ant social interaction with like-
minded people.
These are the very ingredients
which the NHS is urging us to
practise for physical and men-
tal health now and in the post-
COVID-19 period.
As even a casual student of
history will observe, in peace-
time practitioners of anything
resembling a martial art tend to
be disparaged and their equip-
ment and expertise dismantled

and dispersed.
The fact these very skills have
won the disparagers the free-
dom to express their views is
often overlooked.
Martial skills must be kept
alive and perfected during
peacetime so our soldiers can
be the best they can and deter
aggression and maintain our 
future freedoms.
A useful case study on this 
reality is the very different
ways in which China deals with
Tibet and Taiwan.

As those at Samye Ling and
as other thoughtful, spiritual
folk of other Faiths living in the
area will attest, the only real
spiritual peace is that which is
found within.

Spiritual
While cathedrals, beautiful
temples and idyllic nature can
be useful visual aids on the
spiritual path, the real spiritual
journey is taken within oneself.
This truth was brought home
to me a number of years ago.
I was attending a multi-faith
conference in Kashmir when
the ongoing tension between
Pakistan and India burst into
open warfare.
Rockets flew over our build-
ing and gunfire resounded in
the near distance.
Far from distracting the con-
ference from its spiritual pur-

pose, this development had the
effect of really focusing the
delegates’ minds that the dis-
cussions and presentations
were not only theoretical and
academic but there was also a
real-world urgent need for
peace.
It led to renewed efforts to
make the conference have real
meaning and lead to change in
the world.
Thus, tranquillity is only one
factor on the spiritual journey.
It must be balanced with com-
passion and showing loving
kindness to all others, 
especially those in need.
To some, the pandemic has
been a mere inconvenience. To
many, including those in our
area, it has had a devastating 
effect in many ways, including
loss of employment, curtail-
ment of businesses and  

economic downturn in the
community.
It would seem self-evident, to
any right-thinking person, that
any new business with green
credentials, bringing long-term
direct job opportunities and 
opportunities for businesses to
participate, should be 
welcomed.
If a community gains a repu-
tation for being hostile to new
investment for whatever rea-
son, this very quickly becomes
known to other potential 
investors who will probably not
even take the risk but will seek
elsewhere to innovate.

Graham Barrie
Address Supplied

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508

Westminster 
in Holyrood?
I READ that Jacob Rees-Mogg proposes that
the UK parliament should sit in Scotland and
Wales to promote the union.
Mr Rees-Mogg is well known for being a
wind-up merchant and, perhaps, this is another
example.
But think awhile of the threat to Wales and
Scotland’s political devolution from the UK
government.
The Welsh Seneed and the Scottish Holyrood
government have already been trashed by the
Prime Minister Boris Johnson as disastrous.
The UK parliament is, to all intents and
purposes, an English parliament.

It can be nothing else, considering the facts.
England has 85 per cent of the UK population
and, consequently, 85 per cent of the voting
power.
Scots and Welsh MPs are indulged at best,
mocked at will and generally ignored.
Just imagine 360 English MPs travelling to
Edinburgh to sit in triumph at Holyrood and
boast the benefits of the union.
That would be a takeover which even King
Edward, the Scots slayer, never achieved some
700 years ago.
Scotland should really wake up and realise
their whole identity is at risk with this UK
government

.Michal Clarke
Hillside Crescent

Langholm

Ruthless
exploitation
WITH reference to the plan-
ning applications for shoot-
ing ranges at Over Cassock
and Clerkhill, I object most 
vociferously to both    
proposals.
As usual, the land in Eskdale
is being exploited ruthlessly
by externally-based others and
to very spurious, limited local
gain.
The Samye Ling Buddhist
Centre in Eskdalemuir is of 
international importance not
only as a religious centre for
the UK but for the whole of
Europe and the rest of the
world.
It's obvious to any but the
dull of hearing that this would
have an impact on their work
and the peace and serenity of
the whole valley.  
Nature tourism is a major rea-

son in our whole area and the
idea that violence and noise
from a shooting range should
be seen as appropriate is a
ridiculous idea.
These objections are the same
for the proposal at both ranges.
It's ridiculous these ranges are
even being considered.
The environmental pollution
from noise is one thing but the
idea of a load of people driving
around with guns blasting off
around peace-living commu-
nities is another.
A few hoteliers may or may
not gain an odd booking but I
fail to see who else this 
development might benefit.
It seems to be yet more subtle
degradation of our environment
by business.
These shooting ranges should
not be permitted under any 
circumstances.

Jamie Telford
Middleholms

Langholm

Part of the contentious shooting range at Clerkhill, Eskdalemuir
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Agency awards £92k
to station conversion

Funding to
keep towns
alive
COUNCILLORS are being
asked to allocate £1m from
council tax on second homes
in Dumfries and Galloway to
deliver the 2021/22 Town Centre
Living Fund (TCLF) projects.
The delivery of the fund aligns

with the objectives of the 
Borderlands Growth Deal to
stimulate the repurposing of
town centres and attract and 
retain the working age popula-
tion.
It also helps the council to

support the retail and construc-
tion sectors, create jobs and
support supply chains, while
providing much-needed homes.
If the councillors on the econ-

omy and resources committee
agree to this budget, it will fur-
ther enable the region to attract
inward investment, bolstering
its economic recovery from the
pandemic which has signifi-
cantly affected town centres.
They have already agreed to

allocate £300,000 to give grants
to owners of empty properties
in town centres to help bring
them back into use as housing.
They will be asked to allocate

another £300,000 to fund the
2021/22 work.

Work on building four flats is expected to be completed in May
THE £600,000 conversion of
the former Langholm police
station has been boosted by a
substantial grant
South of Scotland Enterprise

(SOSE) has awarded the Eskdale
Foundation £92,000 to help 
towards the cost of developing
the building in Thomas Telford
Road into four affordable flats.
Once complete, the refurbish-

ment of the listed building, 
empty since 2010, will provide
high-quality, affordable apart-
ments for local people in the
heart of Langholm.
Most of the work has been

done and is expected to be fin-
ished in May. Everything is
done in flats two, three and
four, apart from some decorating,
while in flat one there is some
plastering and most of the dec-
orating to do.
All the roof work and gutter

repairs are finished.
The project is already 

supported by the Scottish gov-
ernment’s Rural and Islands
Housing Fund, DGC Town 

Centre Living Fund, the Archi-
tectural Heritage Fund and
Muirhall Energy, along with a
significant contribution by the
organisation itself.
The grant from SOSE repre-

sents the final piece of the fund-
ing package and allows the pro-
ject to move forward. The total
cost is £596,132.

Charitable
The Eskdale Foundation is a

community development trust
with charitable status and was
formed in 1996.
It works with communities in

Eskdale to ensure there are 
accessible facilities and ameni-
ties available to all.
It owns the High Street charity

shop and four houses and profits
from these are invested back
into the community.
Ronnie Tait, a director, said:

“SOSE’s support has allowed
the foundation to progress much
more quickly with this project.
“Without its help, it would

have been much more difficult

for us to move forward with
our plans.
“We are extremely grateful to

SOSE for relieving the pressure
and for all the help and advice
we have received from our com-
munity adviser who has sup-
ported us on this journey.”
Ronnie said he would also

like to thank Mike Staples of
South of Scotland Community
Housing who had worked so
hard for them over the past few
years.
They also had a lot of help

from the Development Trust
Association Scotland.
Professor Russel Griggs,

added: “The Eskdale Foundation
put the needs of its community
at the heart of what it does and
we’re delighted to be able to
support this project.

Lifeblood
“These communities are the

lifeblood of our towns, villages
and economy.
“As the economic and com-

munity development agency for
the region, we are here to listen
first-hand to what businesses,
communities and individuals
need and respond.
“Providing affordable housing

and town centre regeneration
will be an important building
block in the COVID-19 recovery
as Langholm seeks to attract
employers and rebrand as a
tourist town.
“We’re committed to contin-

uing to work with communities
such as Langholm and the 
Eskdale Foundation to support
them in their aspirations as we
recover, ensuring we remain a
region of opportunity.”

IN BRIEF

You and your cars
by Bob Laidlaw, Langholm

When I moved to 
Roadhead with my work I
used a motorbike and was
given an allowance to use
my own car in bad
weather. 

The bosses were not happy
with me using my wreck of 
a Ford Anglia and I was
eventually ordered to get a
decent vehicle. 

In the end they helped me
to buy a new Ford 
Escort. I got a trade-in for the
Anglia and the final price
was £700. I still have the 
invoice. Cars cost a bit more
than this nowadays! 

Online subscriptions to the

are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read

anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT! STARTING AT £1 A WEEK

The former Langholm police station before its conversion into flats

Anglia not up to scratch
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Bob’s old Ford Anglia didn’t meet with his bosses’ approval.....

.....so it was replaced with a shiny new Ford Escort 
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C&D Auction Marts Ltd had forward
2,627 store hoggs, cast ewes and rams
at the weekly sale at Longtown on Tues-
day, March 9.
Another large entry attracted twice as

many buyers and trade was easily the
dearest of the season and short of re-
quirements. Top of £141 for a Beltex
hogg from Mains of Machermore, others
to £139 Keepershield. 
Suffolks to £132, £125 Twislehope.

Texel to £129 Cottage Farm and £128
Shankfield Head. Greyfaces to £121,
£118 Cottage Farm, £115 Shankfield
Head, £112 Barron House. Cheviots to
£117 Ellary farms and £113 Mains of
Machermore. Blackface to £136 Barron
House £99 Mains, Ellary Farms and
Whitfield. Lleyns to £111, £107 Bennan.
Swaledale to £94, £91 Heugh, £85
Coatlith Hill. Herdwick to £83 Powheads,
£78 Rowhead.
Feeding ewes and rams (371) dearer

with more buyers operating. Top £141
for Texels from Kilmichael and Torbhaden
Farm. Greyfaces to £103 Waterhead of
Dryfe. Suffolks to £107 Waterhead of

Dryfe. Bluefaced Leicester to £97
Kilmichael. Cheviots to £95 Mains of
Machermore. Easycare to £73 Eriff Es-
tates. Hill ewes to £81 for Blackface
from Eriff Estates. Cheviots to £81 Wa-
terhead of Dryfe. Swaledale £69 Cahore.
Herdwick £49 Bayles.
Cast rams to £149 for a Texel from

Kilmichael who also sold Leicester’s at
£94. Blackface to £115 Mains. Cheviots
to £106 Shaws. Zwartbles to £100
Blinkbonny. Swaledale to £67 Bayles.
The mart had forward a great show of

1,250 breeding sheep with many bidders
for all classes and several distant and
volume buyers present. Many men would
go home well short of requirements. 
Selling to a top of £188 for Texel x

ewes scanned triplets from Messrs Tail-
ford, Rinnion Hills who sold others at
£175 & £160. Highlight of the sale was
the annual consignment from John Casey,
High Dunashery of 2-3 crop Swaledale
ewes in lamb to the Bluefaced Leicester
who averaged £127.03, up £36 on the
year, for 321 ewes, selling to a top of
£142 x2 and £135.

Ewes & Lambs: Suffolk £94, £81, £76
Leapsrigg. Ewes: Texel £188, £175, £160
Rinnion Hills. Blackface £155 Glenmanna
£118, £115 School Road £98 Whinney-
knowe, £92 Eriff Estate Swaledale £145,
£142 x2, £135, £130, £128, £125, £122
High Dunashery Easy Care £120, £100,
£98, £90 Croys Lodge. Gimmers: Cross
£170 x2, £168, £155 Wydon Eals, £165
High Dunashery Blackface £162, £152
Glenmanna. Geld ewe hoggs: Texel £160,
£150, £130 Culmailie, £132 Merkland
Cross £140 28 Birchwood Way £118
Mains Half Bred £136 Crawfordhall
Chev Mule £114 x2 Dallowie.
The mart had forward 8,361 sheep

comprising 5,043 prime hoggs and 3,318
cast ewes and rams at the weekly sale
on Thursday, March 11.
Another good show of cast cows for-

ward, all being native bred but quality
on offer. The sale topped at £1,153 for
an Angus cow shown by JG Murray &
Son, Branxholm Brae, Hawick, with
other Angus cows selling to £1,028 from
TN Cavers & Co, Sorbie, Langholm and
to £1,019 from M Moscrop, Collin Bank,

Bewcastle.
Top price per kilo of 140p for Anguses

from Sorbie, who also sold others at
139p and 138p. Angus cows from Branx-
holm Braes to 139p, and Luings to 123p
from the same home. Collin Bank had
Angus cows to 135p with JDM Thomson,
Pilmuir, Hawick also selling Anguses at
131p (x2). More numbers are needed
weekly with all classes of cast cows in
demand.
Another bumper show of 5,043 prime

hoggs sold to an increased ring of buyers,
ensuring all classes were in serious de-
mand. A larger show of hill-bred hoggs
forward, with best export sheep in short
supply, achieving a remarkable overall
sale average of 291.5p and 295.1p SQQ.
All classes of well-finished hoggs are

needed to fulfil an immense buyer demand
weekly, with 58 active accounts under
operation by 16 very competitive buy-
ers.
Top price per kilo at 465p was achieved

for Beltex hoggs consigned by DS &
RC Taylor, Easter Ochtermuthill, Perth.
Top per head of £186 achieved for Beltex

hoggs shown by Messrs Taylor, Perth,
whose run of 27 Beltex hoggs averaged
a staggering 40kg, 431p and £174.30.
Heavy hoggs sold to a fast trade, with

many pens realising £145 to £155, topping
at £184 for a pair of Dutch Texel tup
hoggs consigned by M/s Crozier, Ragget-
syke, Lockerbie.
Small hoggs maintained the previous

fortnight’s blistering rates of return and
Beltex hoggs topped the sale at 465p,
consigned by M/s Taylor, Easter Ochter-
muthill, Perth. Other Continentals topped
at 363p. Cheviots topped at 325p con-
signed by M/s A & G Francis, Balure,
Argyll. Blackface hoggs topped at 300p
for a pen of 44 expertly finished hoggs
consigned by M/s W Wallace & Son,
Fingland, Castle Douglas.
A similar show of 3,318 ewes was

forward. All ewes are in big demandand
they returned exactly the same rates as
last week, whilst lighter, horned ewes
were slightly firmer on the week.
Heavy ewes topped at £196 for Texels

consigned by Highfield Farming, Knock,
Duns and Townfoot. 

Mule ewes topped at £120 from Wood-
foot Farm, Whinneyknowe, Hightae and
GW Young & Sons, Flex, Hawick, with
an abundance of Mule ewes realising
£110-£120.
North Country Cheviots sold to an

eyewatering £133, consigned by M/s C
Angus, Oldfield, Thurso, while Hill ewes
sold to a top of £99 for Blackface ewes
shown by R Scott, Bankend, Westerkirk
then for Cheviot ewes from both W Jack-
son, Wardlaw, Ettrick and S & J Fisher,
Glendiven Cottage, Langholm.
Rams topped at £174 for Suffolks from

Thomson Roddick & Laurie, Shawhill,
Annan.
Many more ewes can be sold to ven-

dors’ advantage and are keenly sought
after.
Averages. Hoggs: light to 371p

(289.4p); standard to 465p (298.2p);
medium to 433p (293.7p); heavy to 373p
(280.4p). Ewes: light to £99 (£69.87);
heavy to £196 (£113.31). Rams: £174
(£114.94).

Around the marts

More rural crime
is being detected

Suspending new
rules is unfair
SCOTLAND’S farming union
has condemned the UK gov-
ernment’s decision to suspend
the introduction of new rules
on imports from the EU to
the UK as a backward step.
The Trade and Co-operation

Agreement (TCA) with the EU
was agreed last December and
came into force on January 1.
Since then, the agri-food sec-

tor’s attempts to export to the
EU has faced substantial and
costly bureaucracy and physical
inspections which have resulted
in friction, delay, losses and
extra costs.
The union has consistently

called to simplify the extensive
sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS)
border controls which currently
need lengthy specialist paper-
work and frequent physical 
inspections on products of ani-
mal or plant origin going to
the EU.
The cost and time currently

levied by these compliance 
requirements present a severe
hindrance to trade and have
been hugely disruptive to the
movement of food and drink
products. 
As part of the TCA, the gov-

ernment agreed to EU goods
coming into the UK meeting lim-
ited SPS controls until April 1.
The government has 

announced that pre-notification
and export health certification
for animal products are not
needed until October 1 and for
low-risk plant and plant products
until January 1, 2022.
Physical checks at UK border

control posts will not take place

on a range of agri-food products
and high-risk plants until 
January 1, 2022.
Physical checks on live ani-

mals and low-risk plants and
plant material will not take
place at UK border control posts
until March 2022.
Martin Kennedy, NFUS pres-

ident, said: “The government’s
decision to delay the reciprocal
border control process until 
January 2022 is a serious step
back.
“The decision to delay was

taken without progressing 
essential negotiations with the
EU to secure agreement on
equivalence on sanitary and
phytosanitary trade standards.
“That’s critical if we are to

alleviate the problem of asym-
metrical trade affecting high-
value goods, like seed potatoes.
“While our exports of food

and drink face new difficulties
and costs in getting to Europe,
the firms we are often compet-
ing with in domestic markets
continue to get a free pass to
come into this country.
“The rules, which should have

been applied to imports on 
January 1, 2021, are now going
to be a year late.
“The UK must quickly address

its shortcomings in border con-
trol facilities and long-term 
arrangements, which remove
the legislative and costly stran-
glehold on Scottish agri-food
sector exports to the EU, must
be prioritised or we will simply
continue handing a burden-free
trading advantage to imports
from the EU.”

RURAL crime remains a 
major blight on Scotland’s coun-
tryside but, by working nation-
ally and regionally with Police
Scotland and other stakeholders
in the Scottish Partnership
Against Rural Crime (SPARC),
progress is being made.
With vehicle, quad and 

machinery theft a common 
occurrence on farms, NFU 
Scotland has used the most 
recent edition of its membership
magazine, Scottish Farming
Leader, to remind all members
of simple steps they can take to
protect property against both
opportunistic and organised
crime.

The union is urging greater
vigilance as a spike in incidents
of rural crime is being seen in
many parts.
Robin Traquair, vice-president,

said: “The threat of rural crime
is ever present and there is a
need for all, who live and work
in rural Scotland, to remain vig-
ilant and take steps to help pro-
tect their livestock, property,
vehicles and home.
“I urge them to secure vehicles,

fuel, tools and property properly,
invest in trackers and report
suspicious people and vehicles
to help keep crime at bay.”
Writing in the magazine, 

Inspector Alan Dron, Police

Scotland’s national rural crime
co-ordinator, said: “Criminals
are getting more intuitive and
using smarter technology to
commit crimes so any steps
farmers and smallholders can
take to protect their property
will help.

Drones
“Some criminals are using

drones, Google Earth and tra-
ditional drive-bys to check
where security cameras, vehicles
and machinery are and spot
whether people are working on
the farm or around buildings.
“They can relay this informa-

tion to their partners on the

ground and be in and out of a
location without being noticed.
“Despite this and thanks to

those lready taking steps to pro-
tect their property, Police 
Scotland are retrieving more
stolen agricultural vehicles, plant
and quads because of many
businesses investing in smart
technology, security and track-
ers.
“Currently, the popular targets

are quads, trailers and tractors.
“Don’t be fooled into thinking

lightning doesn’t strike twice.
Quite often, the thieves return
a few weeks after the initial 
incident because they know
there will be a new replacement
vehicle on site.
“Personalising any vehicle will

help with identification and 
recovery. Make notes about the
vehicle identity number (VIN),
distinguishing or unique features
and take.
“Based on the farmer’s 

description, we recovered a trac-
tor which had been shipped
overseas and still had the rightful
owner’s furry dice and stickers
in the cab.
“It is also really important

that you report any crime or
suspicious behaviour to 101, or
999 if a crime is underway, and
note things like vehicle 
registrations.”

Police Scotland rural crime officers are catching more criminals, thanks to better security measures
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Recycling bins come
into Eskdale in May

Recycling
centre
LIDDESDALE residents will
be able to take advantage of
the new summer opening hours
for the community recycling
centre in Hawick.
The new times have been 

informed by data on its use and
will ensure a more sustainable
service for the public.
The opening hours are valid

from March 29 to September
24. To meet public demand for
the service, the centre will be
open until 7pm, with last entry
at 6.45pm, on Mondays.
The Hawick centre is closed

on a Wednesday. The opening
hours on Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday are 10am to 1.15pm
and 2pm to 4.45pm. Saturday
and Sunday from 9am to 1.15pm
and 2pm to 4.45pm.
____________________

Village
school
NEWCASTLETON community 
council chairman Greg Cuthbert
has invited Andy Jones, the
school’s headteacher to a future
meeting so they can discuss
how the council can support
the school in the future.

Council’s service will introduce residents to sorting their waste
A NEW kerbside waste and
recycling service is to be rolled
out into Eskdale in May by
Dumfries and Galloway
Council.
It was introduced in Wigtown-

shire last November, starts in
the Stewartry this month and in
Nithsdale in April.
Most households will receive

two, 240-litre recycling wheelie
bins: a blue-lidded bin for paper,
card and cardboard; and a red-
lidded bin for plastics, metals
and cartons.
As well as showing informa-

tion on how to use them, the
recycling bin lids have notches
to help visually-impaired resi-
dents differentiate bins.
The blue-lidded bin has one

notch and the red-lidded bin
has two notches.
Flats and other properties,

which cannot accommodate the
standard-sized bins, will, instead,
receive shared recycling bins
or reusable recycling sacks.
The new service will operate

over a four-week cycle, with
residents’ recyclable and non-
recyclable waste collected on
an alternating weekly basis, with
only one bin set out for collec-
tion each week.
The roll-out is accompanied

by investment in extra recycling
points, enabling residents to
recycle glass bottles and jars
at more than 100 locations in
the region, including the exist-
ing household waste recycling
centres.
Deposit scheme
These items will not be col-

lected at the kerbside because
Scotland's deposit return
scheme is due to launch in
2022 and is anticipated to return
85 per cent of glass drinks’
bottles to retailers.
The Ecodeco mechanical 

biological treatment plant, on
the outskirts of Dumfries, will
continue to process the region’s
non-recyclable waste. The main
output of the plant is an 
energy-from-waste fuel.

Once the kerbside recycling
service has been rolled out to
all areas, a food waste recycling
service will be introduced in
late summer or early autumn in
Annan, Dalbeattie, Dumfries,
Gretna and Lockerbie. Stranraer
already receives this service.

Councillor Andy Ferguson,
chairman the communities com-
mittee, said: “After the success-
ful reintroduction of kerbside
waste recycling in Wigtown-
shire, we’re delighted to be
launching this new service in
the region.

“After the council’s climate
emergency declaration two years
ago, increasing the region’s level
of waste recycling has been
identified as one of a number
of actions to ensure we achieve
net zero carbon status in 
Dumfries and Galloway by
2025.

Target
“This new service will also

contribute to the Scotland-wide
target of recycling 70 per cent
of all waste by 2025.”
Councillor John Martin, vice-

chairman, added: “Given the
challenges presented by COVID-
19, we’re taking a number of
precautions to ensure this new
service can be delivered effec-
tively without compromising
the safety of our refuse collectors
or the public.”
More information about the

new service, including dates
for when the service will be
rolled out to different areas, is
at www.dumgal.gov.uk/waste
recycling

IN BRIEF

A READER has sent us this photo of a
new bench which has been placed at the
Kilngreen.

She said the metal bench was very well
made and fastened to the paving slabs
which had been laid there.

The bench has been placed in memory of
a woman called Jenny Mitchell and she is

wondering who this person is.
The inscription reads: “In loving memory

of Jenny Mitchell, 1959-2020, was an inspi-
ration to all that knew her. Miss you nana.”

If anyone has any idea of who this person
is, they can contact the E&L Advertiser on
013873 80012 or email rachel.norris@
eladvertiser.co.uk

The
E & L Gallery

born in 1848 ...... and still going strong!

Send us your photographs!
Every week we publish a reader’s photo on
our Gallery page. This can be taken on a
phone or a camera. Submit your photos to
the Editor who will select the best for
publication. Let us know what camera or
phone you took it on.
Email them to sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
or drop a printed copy into our office at 
54 High Street, Langholm.

Photo by: Caitlin Weatherstone

Councillors Andy Ferguson and John Martin with the new recycling bins
which will arrive in Eskdale in May

Mystery of new bench
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LANGHOLM Moor showed
its wildest side when a 
German TV crew spent four
hours filming a documen-
tary about the community
buy-out last Friday.
A bitterly-cold wind and
freezing rain showers swept
across the moor as the hardy
crew and even hardier locals
did their best in the horrible
conditions to tell the story of
the buy-out to create the 
Tarras Valley Nature Reserve
and what it means to resi-
dents.
The crew, who are based in
ARD’s London office, are cur-
rently touring Scotland for
three weeks, taking in 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, the
Highlands and the Borders.
As well as speaking to 
the team at the Langholm 
Initiative about the buy-out
they interviewed Ed Morris
who manages the Borders 
Estate at Buccleuch.

Welcome
Margaret Pool, who chairs
the Initiative, and volunteer
Mairi Telford Jammeh wel-
comed the company’s presen-
ter, producer, cameraman and
soundman to the tourist hub in
Welcome to Langholm where,
over coffee and cakes, they
explained the history behind
and process of buying the
moor.
It was in May 2019 that 
Buccleuch announced it 
was to sell 10,500 acres of 

the moor which contained
both a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest and a 
Special Protection Area, a 
European designation
awarded for the site’s breed-
ing hen harriers.
By last October, the Initiative
had raised £3.8m, sufficient to
buy 5,200 acres of the south-
ern half of the land for sale
through donations from vari-
ous organisations and the
public.
Negotiations continue with
Buccleuch over buying the
rest of the land which would
mean running another

fundraising campaign.
Margaret recommended that
their visitors read the poem
Scotland Small by Hugh 
MacDiarmid at his memorial.
It counters any comments,
which have been made, that
the moor is just “a desert”.
Margaret said: “It’s a fantas-
tic eco-system with a range of
species, including reptiles and
mammals.

Eco-system
“There are some quite rare
plants at the southern end of
the valley which is a different
eco-system. It’s like a mini-

rainforest with rare butterflies
and insects.
“It seems we have a very
rare bee here so contacted a
woman from the Bumblebee
Conservation Trust who is
coming to do a survey during
the summer. It is a little black
bee, peculiar to Scotland.”
Depending on whether they
were successful with their bid
to buy the Upper Tarras 
Valley, they would like to con-
vert the former farmstead at
Lodge Gill into a field centre
and bunkhouse.
It was burnt down some
years ago and there was only
a shell left. Cooms Farm
would also be included in this
second plot.

Reivers
Mairi told them there were
many myths and legends as-
sociated with the moor and it
was famous for its connections
with the Border Reivers.
She said: “The Reivers knew
their way across Tarras Moss
and hid there with the cattle
and sheep they had stolen.
“We also have the Common
Moss where the Common 
Riding takes place and the
boundaries are marked. It has
a great deal of cultural signifi-
cance.”
Mairi and Margaret dis-
cussed people’s sense of 
belonging when they went up
to the Tarras Valley and that it
made them feel very much at
home whether they were a

Langholm native or had settled
here.
Andrew Walton spends a lot
of time on the moor, walking
many miles and enjoying the
wildlife.
He very much welcomed the
buy-out and the chance the
moor will be given to regener-
ate and, in time, find its own
balance.
He said: “There used to be
too many grouse when it was
managed for shooting; it will
have a better balance.
“Everything will find its own
natural level and that’s much
better.
“If we hadn’t bought it, it
would probably have ended
up as forestry or a windfarm
so I’m very happy this buy-out
has happened.
He is somewhat surprised by
all the media attention the

buy-out has been getting 
because it was such a back-
water but it was a good thing,
both for the project and for its
funding.

Haven
He added: “There’ve been
lots of hen harriers over the
past 30 years or so and it’s a
bit of a haven for them.”
Also joining the group on the
moor was Langholm Academy
pupil Cerys Gough, who has
now done several interviews
about the moor and what it
means to young people, said
she was interested in the 
environmental aspect of the
regeneration.
Margaret now hopes the
documentary will give them a
boost from the German tourist
market and touch base with
people who care about the  
environment.
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Weather ‘nicht so gut’ for German film crew

Margaret Pool shows a map of Langholm Moor, including the section already
bought and the other plot which the Initiative hopes to buy

Andrew Walton takes the film crew to a waterfall in the Tarras Valley where he
thinks there is a dipper’s nest

The weather did its worst last Friday but the crew were fully equipped to deal with anything thrown at them, from strong gusts of wind to horizontal hail showers

Margaret Pool, Mairi Telford Jammeh and Cerys Gough look for birds and other
wildlife on Langholm Moor

The crew from ARD, Germany’s public broadcasting TV and radio network, start filming shots of
Langholm Moor on their visit last Friday

Scotland Small? 
By Hugh MacDiarmid
Scotland small? Our multiform, our infinite Scotland small?
Only as a patch of hillside may be a cliché corner
To a fool who cries ‘Nothing but heather!’ where in September another
Sitting there and resting and gazing around
Sees not only the heather but blaeberries
With bright green leaves and leaves already turned scarlet,
Hiding ripe blue berries; and amongst the sage-green leaves
Of the bog-myrtle the golden flowers of the tormentil shining;
And on the small bare places, where the little Blackface sheep
Found grazing, milkworts blue as summer skies;
And down in neglected peat-hags, not worked
Within living memory, sphagnum moss in pastel shades
Of yellow, green, and pink; sundew and butterwort
Waiting with wide-open sticky leaves for their tiny winged prey;
And nodding harebells vying in their colour
With the blue butterflies that poise themselves delicately upon them;
And stunted rowans with harsh dry leaves of glorious colour.
‘Nothing but heather!’ How marvellously descriptive! And incomplete!

Margaret and Mairi chat about their sense of belonging when they visit
Langholm Moor and what it means to people in the town

Andrew Walton chats to Mairi, Margaret and Cerys while being filmed for a documentary about
Scotland and community land ownership initiatives
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Report highlights rail
and road connectivity

Initiative’s
online AGM
THE Langholm Initiative hosts
its AGM for members online
later this month.
In what has been one of the

most exciting and tumultuous
years in its history, there is a
lot to share with members.
Margaret Pool, chairperson,

said: “2020 was a tough year
for everyone. We can’t under-
state the difficulty with which
many navigated the year amid
COVID-19 and the impact it
had on our community.
“But we also saw some bril-

liant acts of selflessness and
spirit-raising which made ours
a truly special place to live.
“At our AGM we want to cel-

ebrate how our area has over-
come significant challenges and
shown its resilience.
“This year has proved that

hard work, determination and
passion for the place we live in
can nurture success and hope
for the future.
“We have so many good news

stories which will, hopefully,
lighten the load and bring a
smile to your faces.”
This year they will be joined

by a guest speaker. Mike Daniels
of the John Muir Trust will talk
about the trust’s work.
The meeting is on Thursday,

March 25 at 7pm and will be
on Zoom. Members will be sent
the link on the day of the event.
Margaret added: “As an ordi-

nary, or community, member
of the organisation, it’s important
you have your voice heard in
how we are run.”
Members have to vote online

and the ballot closes at 7pm on
Wednesday, March 24. There
won’t be any voting on the
night.
The Board currently has 11

trustees. Ten were elected and
one was co-opted.

____________________

Creative
fling
SPRING Fling, Scotland’s
biggest, annual open studios
event, has announced a new
creative commission for an artist
or maker to create a small-scale
performance or installation as
part of the 2021 Spring Fling
event.
It is inviting creative proposals

which respond to the restrictions
of COVID-19 in an innovative
way and can bring an added 
dimension to Spring Fling 2021.
This could be through a tem-

porary outdoor artwork, perfor-
mance or installation.
For full details and the com-

mission brief go to www.spring-
fling.co.uk The deadline for
submission is 12pm on Friday,
March 26.

A MAJOR study into trans-
port infrastructure in the UK,
which has highlighted the need
to dual the A75, has been 
welcomed by Dumfriesshire
MP David Mundell and MSP
Oliver Mundell.
The report into improving 

connectivity concludes that the
A75 is, strategically, vitally 
important for Scotland, England
and Northern Ireland as well 
as the people of Dumfries and
Galloway, yet has been neglected
and starved of investment.
The Mundells, who have cam-

paigned over many years for
upgrades, called on the Scottish
government to respond posi-
tively to the report and work
with the UK government to
bring about the much-needed
improvements on the busy route
urgently.
The interim conclusions of the

Union Connectivity Review, led
by Network Rail chairman, Sir
Peter Hendy, points out that the
key trunk road is mostly 
single-carriageway.
David said: "This report high-

lights the need to upgrade the
A75 both from a road safety
perspective and a UK-wide
strategic and economic one.

"The report is important but
what we really need is action.
There has been so much talk
over the years but virtually noth-
ing has happened on the ground.
“The SNP used to claim the

A75 was Scotland's forgotten
road and made many promises,
yet after 14 years in power few
have been delivered.”
Oliver added:  "This report is

a huge leap forward in the cam-
paign to improve the A75 after
14 years of an SNP government
kicking the can down the road.
"I’m glad the UK government

recognises the potential in Dum-
fries and Galloway and the
unique opportunities our geog-
raphy presents if properly sup-
ported. 
"The failure to invest in 

our roads and infrastructure is
holding back the region and
Dumfries, in particular, suffers
as a result.”
But South Scotland MSP Colin

Smyth accused the government
of “empty rhetoric”.
He says no commitments have

been made to invest in any road
or rail improvements other than
“feasibility studies”.
He has campaigned for the

dualling of both the A75 and

A77, improvements to the A76
and the region’s rail links.
He said: “There are no firm

proposals, just more studies and,
shockingly, it snubs important
links such as the A77 and A76,
never mind reopening rail links.
“This is a damp squib of a 

report and simply exposes the
government’s empty rhetoric
when it comes to improving

road and rail links.
“We don’t need a feasibility

study into the A75; we need
improvements.
“There is already a clear list

of priority schemes to upgrade
the road and it’s time the UK
and Scottish governments
stopped talking, started acting
and got on with implementing
those schemes.

“It’s clear that Sir Peter is
lukewarm about a tunnel or
bridge between Portpatrick and
Larne but has no choice but to
ask for a feasibility study to
satisfy Boris Johnson’s ego.
“Spending taxpayers’ money

on a study instead of on 
improving existing roads is noth-
ing short of a scandal.

Talk needs to be replaced with action to boost transport links

Textile artist encourages vibrancy

The need to make the A75 a dual carriageway hase been highlighted in a major transport infrastructure study

THE vibrant designs of pupils from
Langholm Academy and Primary
School, produced as a part of Making
Connections, have been shared by
Upland which organised the project
with textile artist Morag   Macpherson.
Making Connections enables artists

and makers to explore and highlight
Langholm’s rich history and heritage in
textile manufacture, working with Out-
Post Arts and the Langholm Initiative.
After artist residency and commission

aspects of the project were postponed

because of the pandemic, Upland has
now shared the details of its schools
project which culminated in a successful
exhibiton.

Three months
Morag worked with pupils from both

schools for three months, enabling the
pupils to create their own work in 
response to the project themes.
Morag’s approach to textiles through

surface pattern design and digital printing
was embodied by the pupils in the cre-

ation of their own pattern designs.
Using school software and tablets, they

coloured, repeated and played with orig-
inal motifs, created from their own pho-
tography, taken during research visits
to Elliott’s Shed and Drove Weaving.
Judith Johnson of the Initiative provided

historical and local knowledge, adding
to the project’s authenticity.
Final designs were digitally printed

onto linen and patch-worked with 
locally-manufactured tweed into re-
versible workwear aprons, like the mill

workers might have worn during the
last   century.

Upland
Amy Marletta, creative director of  

Upland, said: “We’re very pleased and
thankful to all involved in finding creative
ways to complete the work and a massive
congratulations to all the pupils for cre-
ating the fantastic work.”

Left: Iona Hogg, P6, with her designs

Above: Two of the aprons made by pupils

Right: Morag Macpherson with some of the
finished aprons
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Times Past 

75 years: Langholm Old Church Choir Messiah Singers entertained

A very pleasant sequel to the recent presentation of the “Messiah” in Langholm Parish Church,
took place in the Old Church Hall on Wednesday night when the members and their friends of the
different choirs in the town, who assisted in this presentation were entertained by the Old Church
Choir. There was an attendance of about sixty, presided over by Mr A C Mallinson, organist of the
Old Church and conductor of the “Messiah”, who extended a most hearty welcome to all.At the
outset an excellent tea was served by the members of the Old Church Choir and thereafter a most
enjoyable programme was entered upon. This included interested “anagram” games and competi-
tions, dancing and vocal items. In regards to the latter part of the programme the artists were: -
Miss J Martin, Mrs W Milligan and Mr W Irving, (solos) Miss Moor (piano forte solo), Mrs J L
Cotter and Mr J Elliot (recitations). The proceedings concluded with the singing of “Auld Lang
Syne”.

50 years: Opera Season 

Along with Common Ridings and similar festivals there can be no dispute whatsoever that one of
the highlights of the calendar of the Borderland is undoubtedly the round of the various operas
which each year attract large and enthusiastic audiences and, in this connection, Langholm is no
exception to the rule. Like other recreations there is friendly and healthy rivalry throughout the
different towns which has the effect of making each Society strive to put on the most attractive
show, and equally important there is a mutual admiration for the talents of all those who participate
in amateur operatics. The opera season in the Borders is now in full swing. The Galashiels Society
started the ball rolling with their production of “My Fair Lady” and this was followed by Hawick’s
presentation of “The Sound of Music” and Melrose – always true to Gilbert and Sullivan tradition
– with “Patience”. Then Kelso has scheduled “Guys and Dolls”, and Innerleithen, “The Land of
Smiles”, while Langholm continues the round with their production of “The Vagabond King”,
next week. Surely everyone will agree that a word of thanks and appreciation is due to all those
Border artistes who take part in providing such excellent entertainment, not only those in the glare
of the footlights, who understandably come in for the bulk of the plaudits but also the many hard
workers behind the scenes without whose efforts no show wherever held could ever hope to achieve
success. 

25 years: Benty Bowlers
Benty Bowlers held their Annual Pairs Tournament last Saturday, when 48 pairs took part stretching
from Jedburgh to Moffat. After a very close final, the Easton pair of I Pearson and W O’Hara got
the better of Tom and Neil Cavers from Ewes. 3rd and 4th E Irving and A Murray, Springfield; R
Elliot and I Martin, Teviothead. 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th Pont and Alison, B Rae and G Henry, T Hall
and M Hall, E Sloan and W Shearer. Raffle Winners: whisky, S Hogg; wine, G Henry, wine, B
Johnstone; sweets, Wat Grieve, Easter Egg, S Riddle; chocolates, A Grant; beer, A Pearson.  
Thanking all who helped in any way. 

100 years: Pleasant Sunday evening

The second of the series of pleasant Sunday evenings, under the auspices of Langholm and District
Ex-Service Men’s Club was given on Sunday evening when despite the very wet weather, an 
audience of up to 500 assembled under the chairmanship of the Rev J B McDonald, who also gave
a short address. The programme was again well selected, the artistes engaged for its fulfilment
being Eskdale Orchestra, Misses M Davidson, E Fletcher, Grindlay, M Taylor, M Irving; Messers
Hyslop, Mellis, McCulloch, D. Edgar, and W Johnstone (cornetist), all of whom did full justice to
the numbers entrusted to them, and with every satisfaction to themselves and the large audience. 

The Langholm British Legion indoor rinks tournament winning team from Langholm are: Chris Wood, Deryn
Waite,            Alison    Johnstone and Bert Rae in 1996

My Early Days
(continued)

When first my mother came
to Langholm it was to the Old
Parish Kirk Manse as cook. 
The Minister was the 
Reverend James Buchanan and
the job offered accommodation
(living-in as it was called).
The whole family treated her
as one of them. Even long after
she left, on the death of the
Rev. James, the family never
forgot Janet or she them.
Their daughter Dorothy and
husband Bill visited my mother
until she died. Even then the
connection was not severed.
They both visited Lizzie,
Nanny and me, and our fami-
lies, till alas they also died.
Dorothy Buchanan was the
first lady ever to qualify as a
Civil Engineer and was hon-
oured for that by the Faculty of
Civil Engineers.
After the Rev Jimmy
Buchanan died, and that while
preaching in the Church, my
mother had to find other 
accommodation and employ-
ment.
The Bell family of Hillside
engaged her as cook (until 
her marriage to Robert John
Beattie)
That engagement started a
life-long friendship with the
Bell family. Mr Arthur Bell was
founder of Bells Mill later to be
called Arthur Bell (Scottish
Tweeds Ltd) Buccleuch Mills.
After my mother and father
were married the whole family

were invited to Hillside each
Christmas for our presents.
That kindness will never be for-
gotten.
One of the presents given to
my mother and father was a
stone centre piece for their gar-
den. That centre piece is still
part of the garden though
passed on to our daughter now
we are retired and have no place
in which to set it. With it there
the memories linger on. A new
patio has been built and the
stone piece makes the perfect
finish to that area. Not many
presents last for over seventy
years!

Church
It was a terrible shock to all
when the death of Mr Bell was
intimated. I remember there
was a service in the Parish
Church, although I was not old
enough to attend. The Bell fam-
ily were strong church folk. The
large stained-glass window be-
hind the pulpit is testimony
enough for that. 
Somewhere in the back of my
memory there lies a figure in
the region of £2000 which was
the cost of that window. That
was a fortune in those days and
is still a lot of money today.
I was just a boy but I sat at the
bottom of the bank at the Meik-
leholm pool looking down onto
the road as the funeral passed
on its way to Wauchope
Churchyard.
There I sat all alone crying my
heart out. I have never told any-
one of this before, it was too

girlish to cry I thought.
So passed our good and kind
friend.
Before we leave the Bell
household, I must pay tribute to
an old dog. Mr and Mrs Bell’s
wire haired fox terrier. All the
doors had old fashioned sneck-
lifters and the old dog used to
stand on its back legs and open
all the doors as his party piece.
It could have been a film star it
was so clever pulling the door
open on its own. A lot of tears
were shed when that dog died.
When I mentioned wire haired
fox terrier it reminded me of a
tale my grandfather told.
He used to brag in the pub that
his dog could find eggs he had
buried. The dog would follow
the scent of his feet to the spot,
retrieve the eggs and not break
one.
According to legend, bets
were placed in the pub and sure
enough the dog would find the
eggs and fetch them one at a
time to grandfather.
They were buried in a field,
but not an egg was broken.
My father bred Dandy 
Dinmont terriers in the 
“Wauchope Kennels” situated
at the bottom of  Wauchope
Cottage garden. He used to
show them and won a lot of
prizes. I used to help walk the
pups on leads with five, finger-
like extensions. I often felt like
a wish bone when one lot went
one way and the other went 
another. Pups were even sent to
America in special boxes.

(to be continued)

The LAODS cast of “Hello Dolly’ thirty years ago this month in March 1991

Memories and Milestones
We continue our serialisation of Tommy Beattie’s book

Rev James Buchanan and elders of
Langholm Parish Church 1890
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By Sharon Tolson
HAVING only recently learned of the stone
erected high on a hill up the Ewes valley
to commemorate Lady Florance Cust, it
was on my list of walks to do this year
and discover more about this fearless
woman.
The walk takes you over the hills from

Ewes to the Benty or vice versa but we
decided to take the car up to Bush-of-Ewes
and walk up and back from there.
After parking the car just before Ewes hall,

we took the track up the side of the farm,
bearing right towards Rigfoot in the Meikledale
valley.
It was a beautiful spring morning with not a

cloud in the blue sky and not one person did
we see in the two hours spent up there.
After crossing Wolf Burn at Rigfoot, bear

left behind the cottage and follow the track
up to meet the newly-laid forestry track.
There has been much tree felling over the

months and there are signs of planting further
up the hill. 
The track took a long incline, with Wolf

Burn down to our left and a sheepfold across
the burn.
The sky was busy with birds of prey and

flight traffic, the like of which we’ve not seen
in the past year.
After roughly a mile and a half up the track,

it levels off and drops down before coming
to an old corrugated sheep shelter with the
burn in front.
This is the ford we crossed before striding

up the hill diagonally towards the stone on
the northern shoulder of Longgrain Head,
east of Long Grain.
We stopped halfway up to admire the view

and have a drink, while catching my breath.
It’s a long haul up over tufts of grass,

heather and sphagnum moss and you need
to have a fairly reasonable level of fitness
but, like I did, take a couple of stops. The
peacefulness was lovely, the air so fresh
and it was lovely to feel the sun on my face. 
The stone came into view just over the

brow of the hill as we walked diagonally up

from the burn.
It’s weathered over the years so you can’t

quite make out the markings but it reads
“This stone commemorates Lady Florance
Cust’s daring ride straight down this brae
with the Eskdale Hounds, 20th February,
1861” (Source: The Ewes Valley by Brenda
Morrison and R Bruce McCartney). 
Looking down the valley, we got a sense

of how brave and terrifying it must have
been to gallop down the rugged terrain but
I’m led to believe she was a very experienced
and skilled horsewoman.
Some background about Lady Florance::

at the time of her ride she was on       honeymoon
at Langholm Lodge, home of the 6th Duke
of Buccleuch.

A handsome merlin on Langholm Moor captured by David Brantom of Gretna
Camera:Canon 7D  Mk2

The E&L Gallery

Lady Florance Cust: Daring or daft?

The views from Longgrain Head in the Ewes Valley
are stunnung
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It’s great to be 
outside again!

Funding
for events
DUMFRIES and Galloway
Council has launched a one-off
fund to encourage smaller-scale,
community events to be planned
in the region.
The fund is intended to stim-

ulate and support grassroots
events such as walking festivals,
gala days, cycling and running
events and other projects which
can show public support.
The fund is now open for 

applications and all community
and events organisations are 
encouraged to apply.
It will distribute £55,000. The

maximum grant is £3,000. The
closing deadline is Friday, April
23. Full details are at www.
dumgal.gov.uk
The region’s signature events

are ineligible to apply.

____________________

Festival is
virtual
NEWCASTLETON’S trad-
itional music festival will go
ahead online again this summer
but will be bigger and better
than last year.
The committee are now plan-

ning for the 52nd festival which
is on the first weekend of July.
The reasons for the decision

were thoroughly discussed.
Despite excellent progress with

the vaccination process, many
people will not have been vac-
cinated by July.
Rules on social distancing and

face-coverings are likely to still
be in place and this would affect
the festival.
Cancellation at the last minute

would be detrimental to anyone
they had booked and, given
how hard this past year has 
already been on musicians and
artists, this is something they
want to avoid.
By booking them for online

events, the festival is guaranteed
to go ahead.
The event needs insurance

and, at the moment, companies
are not providing coverage for
events affected by COVID-19. 
The committee believe by act-

ing with caution this year, they
can guarantee or, at least, be
very optimistic that there will
be a festival next year.

____________________

Extension
approved
THE Dylan Kay Discretionary
Trust has conditional approval
to build an extension at the
Dalarran Nursing Home in
Holmwood, Langholm.

THE children in Early Learning and Childcare at Langholm
Playcare had a great day when they went up the Lodge Walk
to see the frogspawn.
On the way back they enjoyed exploring in the woods and the

staff thought these photos of the children playing would cheer up
folk in the town.
The youngsters enjoyed their trip in the outdoors and made the

most of the dry spell of weather.
They learnt to build their resilience skills through climbing and

exploring.
They also found out about playing co-operatively with their

friends and learning to assess and manage risk to protect them-
selves and reduce the potential for harm when possible.

Trying to find some frogspawn in the burn up the Lodge Walk

Left, above and below: The Playcare children really enjoyed their time exploring in the woods

Kids have a ramble in the countryside to hunt for frogspawn

Mrs Lamb tells the children what to look for



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS

CUMBRIA METALS
FARM SCRAP

URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

COMPLAINTS

TO LET

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM
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ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER
COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in
The Eskdale and Liddesdale Advertiser, please
come into the office on Langholm High Street and
speak to the editor, Rachel Norris.
Alternatively, please contact the Company Secretary 
by email – secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk  
or by writing to:-  The Company Secretary

Muckle Toon Media
Ashley Bank House
Langholm  DG13 0AN

E&L
JOBS
Advertise your 

vacancies in the

E&L 
Advertiser

013873 80012 |
sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk     

      
         

       
        

      
         

  

               

  

   
  

  
  

  
   

   

GROW Your Business 
with the E & L!

      

htiw
YWOR

The advert
will cost only £25
advertise your bu

£15 and if you
to £10

G

    

      
         

       
        

      
         

  

               

  

   
  

  
  

  
   

   

   
    

      

!L&Eeht
nisuBruo

below (5cm x 2 columns)
5 for a single insertion but if y
usiness monthly, the price fal
advertise weekly, it collapse
that’s nearly nowt! *

Y

    

      
         

       
        

      
         

  

               

  

   
  

  
  

  
   

   

   
    

      

ss

you
ls to
es

e

    

      
         

       
        

      
         

  

               

  

   
  

  
  

  
   

   

   
    

      

muloc2xmc

stcepsallA
YRYENIOJ

HTIMSNHOJ
sliatedrof21008378310tcatnoC

to £10 - that s nearly nowt!
This can include your logo or other graphic and

be designed in-house.

R
5

    

      
         

       
        

      
         

  

               

  

   
  

  
  

  
   

   

   
    

      

n

.s

d can

revailing rate.

m

    

      
         

       
        

      
         

  

               

  

   
  

  
  

  
   

   

   
    

      

krowyreniojfo

12345609870.m
65432116410.t
B0B61GDantereG

teeretSneereG92 r r
r

*these rates apply to an annual

0

    

      
         

       
        

      
         

  

               

  

   
  

  
  

  
   

   

   
    

      

.nekatrednuk

1

ABA

AVcontract and are subject to VAATT at the pr

B

    

      
         

       
        

      
         

  

               

  

   
  

  
  

  
   

   

   
    

      rborn in 1848 ......and still going stroong

    

      
         

       
        

      
         

  

               

  

   
  

  
  

  
   

   

   
    

      g!

 
   

 llacesaelp
resitrevdA

L&E
ehtni

esitrevda
ooT

 
   

 

21008
378310

POST OFFICE TIMES

LANGHOLM 
TOWN HALL 

(inside)
WEDNESDAYS
10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS
9am - 2pm

Access through rear door

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

PUBLIC NOTICES

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪ Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES

www.dumgal.gov.uk

(C70A BLOCH-MOSSKNOWE) (TEMPORARY 
TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER) ORDER 2021 
The Council has made an Order under the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984 to temporarily close the C70a at Kerr Plantation between 
its junction with the C63a and Bloch Farm from 10pm to 6am nightly 
between 29/03/21 and 07/04/21. The closure is necessary to facilitate 
Scottish Water works. Alternative route available via C70a, B7068, B722, 
C64a, C63a, C70a and vice versa. Pedestrian access will  
be maintained.

The LANGHOLM INITIATIVE
will be holding its

AAGGMM
via Zoom at 7pm on Thursday 25th March 
Visit our website to find out how to access the

meeting and how to vote if you are 
an Ordinary (full) Member

https://www.langholminitiative.org.uk/events
Guest speaker: Mike Daniels of The John Muir Trust
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Sports News
Thursday March 18, 2021

Sponsored by KELSO RACES

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
MONDAY 22ndMARCH

behind closed doors

01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Horseracing
A HORSE, co-owned by Kevin Jardine
of Canonbie, won twice in the space of a
week for trainer Iain Jardine.

The Ogle Gogle Man galloped bravely
on heavy ground to secure his second con-
secutive win in the three-mile, half a furlong
handicap hurdle at Ayr last Saturday.

The nine-year-old, who cost Kevin only
£800 last December, had won at Sedgefield
the previous Sunday and the 16-5 favourite
defied a 7lb penalty when finishing a neck

clear of Gold Clermont.
With Conor O’Farrell in the saddle, the

horse took the lead from the start and, al-
though he made a mistake at the fourth
and lost his position, he remained in con-
tention for the lead and took it back after
the last fence and stayed on to take the
win.

Iain told The Racing Post: "He did that
really well after a quick turnaround from
Sunday.

"He was going mad out in the paddock
after his last run. We found this race and

knew he was capable of winning.
"I'm delighted for Kevin. He's a friend of

mine who bought him for a song at £800.
I'll have to get him to buy all my horses."

O-Farrell was also on board at Sedgefield
where the horse, sent off at 7-2, took the
three-mile, three-furlong handicap hurdle
by four and three-quarter lengths.

He was challenging the leader approaching
the last and put in a good jump to take the
lead before pulling clear and easing towards
the finish.

Also at Ayr last Saturday was Corrieben
Reiver, owned by John and Liz Elliot of
Langholm.

The horse, ridden by Blair Campbell and
trained by Alistair Whillans, was the 2/1
favourite in the featured handicap hurdle
over two miles, four and a half furlongs.

But it was the JP McManus-owned Grand
Morning who, at 20-1, landed the race for
Lucinda Russell.

He took the lead approaching the last
and stayed on well under Derek Fox to
beat Corrieben Reiver by three and a half
lengths.

Runners-up in the girls’ doubles Becky Little, left, and Beth Brooks-Taylor

Taking badminton
in their stride

Tennis
A ONCE-WELL-USED tennis
court in Canonbie is being
brought back to life by a new
tennis club which has been
formed in the village.

The court was created in the
1960s and leased from the local
authority, 

After some successful indoor
tennis activity in the public hall
and seeing the success of a
neighbouring tennis club, dis-
cussions with a tennis coach
has led to the creation of the
Canonbie Tennis Club.

The club identified a lack of
suitable recreational spaces in
Canonbie and an opportunity

and need within the community.
It was successful in applying

for funding from the Magnox
Socio-economic Fund and the
Holywood Trust, totalling
£8,500.

This funding will be used to
refurbish the courts with an
acrylic surface, reline the courts,
provide new nets, buy new
equipment and provide LTA
qualified coaching to grow the
membership and develop the
club.

The courts will also be avail-
able to groups and use by chil-
dren, young people and adults
from the wider area.

The club has identified and is
generating support from a num-
ber of partners, with whom they

plan to work on this project.
Canonbie primary school,

which has limited room for
sports is one organisation ideally
located to benefit from the new
court.

It will also be a valuable asset
to the community during the
COVID-19 recovery period
when physical and mental well-
being are of primary impor-
tance.

Aspirations
The group’s longer-term 

aspirations include replacing the
external fencing and gates, pro-
vide floodlights and grow a club
which can be competitive in
events and competitions.

It also plans to improve access

to the courts, ensuring inclusion
and a venue more easily acces-
sible for wheelchair tennis.

The club has a Facebook page
and will post news and updates.

https://www.facebook.com/gro
ups/431590574568001

Sports Nostalgia
Badminton
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Two budding badminton players proved they
were more than a match for the competition
when they came within a whisper of winning a
title at a regional schools tournament in Loreburn
Hall in Dumfries.

Langholm primary school pupils Becky Little and
Beth Brooks-Taylor took to the court like seasoned
players and took the runners-up spot in the girls’
doubles competition.

Becky also took third place in the semi-finals of
the girls’ singles competition.

Ogle Gogle Man
boggles the bookies

The Ogle Gogle Man wins twice in a week with Conor O’Farrell on board at Sedgefield and Ayr
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Di Badham. Jenni Williams and 
June Carruthers have formed a
new tennis club in Canonbie

The Ogle Gogle Man is co-owned by Kevin Jar-
dine of Canonbie

Magnox helps return tennis to Canonbie


