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Council Tax freeze
avoids 3% increase

DUMFRIES and Galloway
councillors have voted for the
Labour / SNP administration’s
budget for 2021/22 which 
includes a council tax freeze.

Full story: Page 5

National Butchers’
Week 2021

NATIONAL Butchers’ Week
2021, which runs until this
Sunday, celebrates retail butch-
ers who have supported com-
munities during the COVID-
19 pandemic.

Full story: Pages 8 & 9

Full story: Page 

Eskdale shooters will
bring jobs and income
THE owner of a gun shop, who proposes to open a long-distance
shooting range in Eskdalemuir, says the business it will generate will
bring in half a million pounds annually to the valley.
Marc Gardner of Gardners Guns in

Longtown will operate the range at
Clerkhill, owned by Eskdalemuir Forestry
which is itself owned by Austrian timber
company Kronospan.
Gardners Guns says that, because of its

remoteness, the noise from the firing will
be no louder than a passing vehicle and
quieter than a lawnmower as assessed at
various locations surrounding the range.
Eskdalemuir Forestry submitted a full

retrospective planning application last
November to Dumfries and Galloway
Council’s planning authority.
A Gardners Guns spokesperson said:

“Planning was originally applied for in
February 2020.
“In March 2020 the planners asked us

to revise the application wording and
submit for full approval instead of a pre-
application.
“This was done in July 2020 and was

delayed because of the lockdown.
“After a site visit in October 2020, we

were again advised to resubmit after rec-
ommendations made on site, hence the
November 2020 date of the final 
application.”
The business was established in 2005

as a gun shop and soon expanded into
providing a 100-yard shooting range on
land owned by Marc near Longtown.
The club was set up within the guidelines

of the Home Office and approval was
given because of the strong ethos of the
safety and training he and his employees
provided.
Over the years he developed additional

facilities for the now 500-strong mem-
bership to include a long-distance shooting
range.

Marc formerly operated the shooting
range at Over Cassock but withdrew from
this site and now no longer has any con-
nection with it.

Home Office approval
Both Over Cassock and Clerkhill were

given Home Office approval and, after a
full inspection and assessment by Dumfries
and Galloway and Cumbria firearms 
departments, the first range at Over 
Cassock was opened in 2017.
Planning permission was applied for in

November 2018 after it became clear
that the range’s usage would exceed the
28-day limit for developments without
planning permission.
Alongside this range, Marc was devel-

oping Clerkhill, purpose-planned and
built using the JSP403 document for
range safety. It was due to open in early
2020.
The spokesperson said: “In late 2019 a

decision was made to withdraw from the
Over Cassock site because of an inability
to reach agreement with the landowner
about providing further infrastructure to
bring the range up to our standards.
“At this point, we notified the firearms

departments and the Home Office of our
withdrawal and the range’s closure.
“From that point on, Gardners Guns

Ltd and Marc Gardner have had nothing
to do with any ongoing issues at Over
Cassock.
“The Clerkhill site opened in March

2020. It has had a number of assessments
and inspections by the police and others
in authority and is deemed the top of its
class in safety. >Turn to Page 2

GArdEninG cOLumniSt HELEn KnOwLES ASKS tHE SAmE quEStiOn: PAGE 14 

A vew from Clerkhill looking down over the valley towards the church
Photo by Peter McDermott

Online Subscriptions to
the E&L Advertiser 

now available from only
£1 per week

A new way to read the
‘Langholm Paper’.

Published weekly and
available to read anytime

and anywhere 
using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet 

and laptop.
log on to

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Part of the proposed shooting range at Clerkhill, operated by Gardners Guns of Longtown
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Hotelier gives his support
> From Page 1
“The estate encompasses more

than 30,000 acres and the range
is sited well within its boundaries,
with the outer safety zone of the
range being fully fenced and vis-
ibly marked by warning signs and
flags.
“Gardners Guns currently 

employs two people part time but
this will rise to two full-time staff
over the next two years, plus at
least four part-time staff.
“The planning application for

the range was submitted in July
2020 with full council support,
citing policies on business devel-
opment in the rural area and on
tourism.
“Since last November we have

not used the range while waiting
for full planning approval.
“We have had letters of support

from a number of businesses in
the area, including John Galloway,
the chairman of the Langholm
Alliance tourism sub-group, who
can clearly see the economic 

impact this range has already had
over the past 12 months, despite
the ongoing pandemic.
“A financial impact report we

commissioned shows a conserva-
tive estimate would be another
£500,000 spent locally.”
__________________________

SUPPORTERS
 THE Eskdale Hotel wrote a
letter in support of the Clerkhill
range which was developed by
Gardners Guns.
“Over the last year businesses

in and around Langholm have
benefited from visitors and users
of the range, with many hotels
and guest houses hosting the
clients, whether it be for military
training or leisure guests for sport-
ing.
“In addition to the accommoda-

tion taken by these guests, they
use the shops, restaurants and
garages and support the econo-
my.

“All this activity brings much-
needed revenue to an area which
has suffered immensely with sub-
stantial job losses over the past
few years.
“Tourism is one of the growing

sectors in our fragile, rural economy
and the Langholm Alliance has
featured the growth of tourism as
one of the key aspects of its com-
munity action plan to try to revitalise
the town and surrounding areas.”
A resident, commenting on the

Over Cassock proposal, said: As
one of the nearest neighbouring
houses, I can confirm that, within
the three years of my residency, I
can honestly say that I’ve not
heard a single gunshot from or
been disturbed in any way.

Hidden
“The range itself, along with its

associated building, is completely
hidden in a valley and not visible
from the public road.”
Harry Drescher and Pieter 

Buitendijk, chief executive officers

of Solid Solution Designs in The
Netherlands, said they regularly
visited the shooting range and
Gardners Guns gun shop.
They said: “For our groups of

international shooters and/or law
enforcement training, it would be
extremely convenient if planning
approval was given.
“This would absolutely increase

our training and business devel-
opment possibilities.”
A director of Edgar Brothers in

Macclesfield added: “I’m writing
to confirm our intention, subject
to planning approval, to use the
Gardners Guns range complex
during the year for both commer-
cial testing and dealer support
days and encourage the growth
of competitive shooting sports.”
He said the range would offer

many benefits to the community
in and around Eskdalemuir in
terms of more jobs at the range
and year-round tourist money.
For more reports on this con-

troversal issue, turn to page 11.

MSP speaks out
McAlpine wants proposal to be haltedChurch NoticesFuneral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Although Covid-19 has
meant our doors are closed
we remain available to offer
support where we can.
Please contact the Session
Clerks on 013873 25255 or
canonbiechurch@gmail.com.
Canonbie Treasurer Fiona
Smith has received the new
weekly offering envelopes.
If you would like to receive
yours or wish to donate by
bank transfer please contact
her on 013873 71616 or
fionasmith2402@gmail.com
for details.

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,
EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

With no services the
church is getting little or
no income.
If you wish to donate by
making a bank transfer
please contact the trea-
surer, David Johnstone,
on the phone numbers be-
low and he will supply
necessary details.

Tel: 013873 80859.
Mobile. 07543 179469

Charity no. SCO11946

All Services
CANCELLED

until further notice

All Services
CANCELLED

until further notice

share the news of any..........
• engagements
• marriages
• anniversaries
• births
• thank yous
• congratulations

Contact us on 013873 80012
catherine.greer@eladvertiser.co.uk

JOAN McAlpine, South Scotland
MSP, has backed the campaign
by Eskdalemuir residents to stop
planning approval being granted
for a long-distance, shooting range
near the village.
The range seeks to simulate

wartime conditions featuring pow-
erful, high-calibre weapons similar
to those used by the US military.
Residents fear that could attract

individuals with an unhealthy interest
in gun violence and military 
adventurism.
The SNP MSP has written to 

Councillor Elaine Murray, Dumfries
and Galloway Council leader, ques-
tioning why the application is being
considered as a minor instead of a
major development.
She says classifying it as a minor

development means it will avoid
close scrutiny as well as the need
for environmental assessments, 
detailed consultations and economic
impact assessments.
Ms McAlpine intervened after 

being approached by residents, 
including Nick Jennings, the com-
munity council chairman.
They say they don’t understand

why the development is being con-
sidered in the minor category and
claim the 2km-long range is greater
than two hectares so should qualify
as a major development.
They say the application includes

only the area where shooting takes
place, along with the targets, omitting
the 2km in between.
They claim it’s like “calculating

the area of a golf course based on
only the teeing off area and the
holes”.
Ms McAlpine raised the issue of

a similar planning case several years

ago when an application for 
exploratory fracking at Canonbie
treated 19 individual boreholes as
separate minor developments.
Taken together, they would have

qualified as a major industrial 
development.
At the time, Scotland’s chief plan-

ner intervened after an approach by
Ms McAlpine. Residents were 
assured that such a thing would
never happen again.

Alarmed
She said: “I have received corre-

spondence from many residents who
tell me they’re alarmed at the thought
of high-calibre, long-distance
weapons being used so close to the
village.
“They believe the development is

about military adventurism and has
nothing in common with traditional

countryside practices.
“They say little consideration has

been given to the effect on the val-
ley’s other economic activity, mainly
nature tourism and, of course, the
presence of Samye Ling which 
attracts thousands of visitors each
year.
“Given the size of the area con-

cerned and issues of safety of the
public and livestock, right of access
and noise, it should be considered
for planning under the category of
a major development.
“Several years ago I was asked to

take on the controversial case in
Canonbie.
“That’s why I’ve written to Dr

Murray to ask why similar methods
appear to be being deployed here.
“I hope the council will look again

at this application and ensure it is
subject to the proper scrutiny.”

Joan McAlpine questions why the council is treating the shooting range proposal
as a minor and not major development

J. & A. Hodgson
Independent Family Funeral Directors

134 High Street, Annan
A Caring Family Firm
Caring for your family
Private Rest Room

For 24 hour caring personal service
Tel. 01461 205920

Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors Member
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available on request

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser is part funded by the
above organisations along with charitable trusts and 

individuals from the community of Langholm.

Thank You

Elaine Anderson 
wishes to thank 
her friends 

for kindness shown 
on her big birthday. 
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Join the
cycling
revolution
BIKESEVEN’S cycle service
branch in Sandilands, Longtown
has finally undergone its long-
awaited refit.
After last year's Border Cycle

Show, the work on the launch of
the new Green Move Centre had
to be postponed to keep up with
the increased demand in servicing
for customers.
Now the refurbishment has been

completed and the centre is open.
Bikeseven has operated sales

and service for electric bikes for
more than a decade and this launch
is the culmination of both the 
energy of the team and the 
enthusiasm shown by customers.
With certified experienced 

technicians for most recognised
power units in the stores, the ser-
vice reaches all areas of north
Cumbria, south-west Scotland
and Northumberland.
Since the start of the first lock-

down, the decision was made to
concentrate on local support and
withdraw box-shifting activities
UK-wide to provide the best 
possible service in this area.
Daan van Belzen said: “Cyclists

have rewarded us with their 
custom and support.
“Now, with the new Green Move

Centre open, the team can offer
better facilities and that is more
than just the new Jumbo Bean to
Cup coffee stop or improved 
display areas.
“It is all about the care and pas-

sion for cycling sustainably. Join
the green move revolution. Visit
the Green Move Centre and feel
valued and welcome.”
CubeByBikeseven in Carlisle

is also open for sales and 
servicing.
See advert below.

Pupils return to school
full time after Easter
Nearly 1.8m people in Scotland have been vaccinated once
THE COVID-19 coronavirus
is suppressed in the whole of
Annandale and Eskdale, it
has been revealed.
The latest seven-day figures,

up to last Saturday, show every
part of the district is at the
lowest zero to two level.
In Dumfries and Galloway

the number of cases over the
seven days totalled 22, while
in the Scottish Borders it was
26.
In Denholm and Hermitage,

which includes Newcastleton,
the virus is also suppressed.
In Scotland on Tuesday the

number of new cases totalled
466 and there were 19 reported
deaths.
Fifty people were in intensive

care and 614 were in hospital.
Nearly 1.8m people had been

vaccinated once, while 123,686
had received their second dose.
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon

announced some “modest” 
relaxations of the restrictions
in a statement in parliament
on Tuesday.
More people will be able to

socialise outdoors after good
progress in suppressing the
virus.
Up to four adults from two

households can meet locally
in any outdoor space, including
in private gardens, for social
and recreational purposes and
exercise from tomorrow.
People should go indoors only

if it is essential to reach a back
garden, or use the toilet.

Outdoor non-contact sports
and group exercise will also
resume for adults in groups of
up to 15 people from tomor-
row.
Young people aged 12 to 17

can meet outdoors in groups
of up to four people from four
different households, participate
in outdoor non-contact sports
and other organised activities
in groups of up to 15 and travel
across local authority bound-
aries to participate in such 
activities.

Worship
Should progress in suppressing

the virus continue, the govern-
ment intends to reopen places
of worship with attendance limits
increased from 20 to 50 where
there is space for social dis-
tancing on Friday, March 26.
A decision will be taken on

Tuesday, March 23 in time for
Easter.
Ms Sturgeon said: "In recent

weeks we have seen a signifi-
cant fall in new cases, deaths
and hospital admissions and
the vaccination programme is
progressing beyond our initial
expectations.
“This is excellent news and

gives strong grounds for hope
but that hope must also be bal-
anced by caution.
"The changes, while modest,

are important and designed to
help people’s health and well-
being by enabling group exer-
cise and allowing more social
interaction.

“They will let children see
more of their friends and exer-
cise and play more normally.
"I expect that further, more

substantial changes will be pos-
sible in the weeks ahead and I
will set out as much detail as I
can about that in parliament
next week.
“If the data allow us to relax

more restrictions more quickly
than we have previously indi-
cated, we will not hesitate to
do so.

Tentative
"We all have a part to play in

keeping case numbers down
while the vaccinators do their
work, children get back to
school and we take tentative
but firm steps back to life as
we once knew it.
“Please continue to stay within

the rules and follow the FACTS
advice."
Jeff Ace, chief executive of

NHS Dumfries & Galloway,
said: “The continuing fall in
the number of cases is encour-
aging.
“Together with good progress

in the vaccination programme,
we can start to have real opti-
mism about the prospects of
easing lockdown in the region
in the spring and summer.
“We're not there yet and we'd

urge people to stick to the cur-
rent guidance to keep each
other safe in the meantime.”
Dumfries and Galloway

Council said secondary pupils
would return to school part
time from next Monday. 
This means S1 to S3 pupils

will attend one-day in-school
learning each week  and S4 to
S6 pupils will attend at least
one-day in-school learning each
week.
S4 to S6 pupils, who need to

do so, can still complete prac-

tical work during the week on
the day(s) they are currently
attending school.
School transport will be avail-

able as normal at the start and
the end of the school day and
school meals will be available
at lunchtime.
Remote learning
The days when pupils don’t

attend school will continue to
be supported by remote learn-
ing, which continues to be the
main focus on learning and
teaching.
As the days for each year

group attending school differs
school by school, further details
will be given soon.
These arrangements run until

the end of term on March 26. 
On April 12, after the Easter

holiday, it’s expected that all
pupils will return to school as
normal.
All primary school pupils will

return to school on March 15.
School transport will be avail-

able as normal at the start and
the end of the school day.
School meals will be available.
In the Scottish Borders the

same process will apply up
until the Easter holiday which
begins on April 2.
Young people in S4-S6, who

are studying for national qual-
ifications, will be prioritised
for this face-to-face learning.
A full-time return for sec-

ondary school pupils is pro-
posed for after the Easter 
holiday.

NOW 
OPEN!

FFeeeell tthhee ffllooww......

mail: Unit 2, Sandilands, Longtown, CA6 5LY
e-mail: info@bikeseven.co.uk
Sandilands tel: +44 (0) 1228 792497
Market Street tel: +44 (0) 1228 739926

Following last year's Border Cycle Show 2020 the work
on the launch on the new Green Move Centre had to be
postponed to keep up with the increased demand in

servicing for local customers. Now the refurbishment has
been completed and the GMC is open! 
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Jeff Ace, chief executive of NHS Dumfries & Galloway urges people to
stick to the current guidance

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

Bridge repair

The repaired bridge on the popular Eastons Walk

THE bridge on Easton’s Walk has been replaced by
Ross Gemmell, Dumfries and Galloway Council access
ranger in co-operation with Langholm Walks Group.
Gavin Graham, chairman, said: “It was in danger of 

collapsing because of rotting boards.
“Emergency repairs were done in November but it was 

realised that it needed much more doing to it and this has
now been completed.
“The group are very appreciative of the work done by the

access department and its team.
“Ross will add the non-slip plates to the bridge soon. He

ran out of time when he was over last week.”



By Mairi Telford Jammeh
and John Halliday

SITTING at the Kilngreen
one evening recently, just 
before dusk, there were quite
a large number of bird species
to be seen where the Ewes
meets the Esk.
Black-headed gulls, lesser

black-backed gulls, oystercatch-
ers, mallards and a lovely grey
wagtail.
The underside of the male

grey wagtail is entirely yellow,
similar to the much scarcer, yel-
low wagtail but the head and
back are grey. 
It is a joy to hear the birds

singing again around Langholm:
blackbirds, thrushes, robins and
all the varieties of tits are in
good song at this time of year
as they pair up.
Up on the hill the birds are 

returning to nest. Kestrels and
buzzards have recently been
joined by the first hen harriers
and merlins.
Red and black grouse are dis-

playing and flocks of peewits
are gathering in the fields in
the Tarras valley. 
Small skeins of pink-footed

geese have been seen flying
north and it would be interesting
to know where they are 
heading.
The sounds of the skylark have

been heard on the hill for the
first time and that is undoubtedly
one of my favourites.
Langholm, with its rivers,

woods and hills, has a huge bio-

diversity and we are very lucky
to have such a variety of birds
on our doorstep.
The word biodiversity means

the wide range of species there
are in any one area or ecosystem. 
Biodiversity is important 

because species of birds, insects,
mammals, fungi and plants are
all inter-dependent and, if one
species disappears, there can be
a knock-on effect on other
species.
It’s not always clear to us what

the connections are between dif-
ferent plants and organisms but
the bigger the diversity there is
the healthier the environment. 
Our environment has changed

significantly since the 1960s
and 1970s, particularly on the
Esk in Langholm where there
were no controls on what waste
went into the river.

This, in turn, had an effect on
the different invertebrates living
in the river and on other species
such as fish and river birds.
We remember when we were

young seeing the river turn blue
or red, depending on what colour

the dyehouse was using that day. 
We are lucky in Langholm

that we don’t have to go far to
enjoy the birds which are abun-
dant in our gardens and flying
overhead.
Buzzards and ravens often fly

over the town.  Noisy oyster-
catchers, tawny owls and even
geese can be heard at night.
If you have nestboxes in your

garden, this is the time of year
to clean them out or put them
up if you took them down for
the winter.
If you see any interesting

wildlife in and around the town,
do let us know.
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We’re lucky to have them

Letters to the editor
Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH
or email your comments to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk A MIDWIFE from Langholm

has been officially recognised
as a change-maker and for
making a real difference to
people's health and well-being.
It has been confirmed that

Heather Innes, who works for
NHS Dumfries & Galloway,
along with colleague Jennifer
Rendall of Dumfries, was nom-
inated and chosen for the 2021
Queen's Nurse programme.
Karen King, head of mid-

wifery and consultant midwife,
said: "It is with enormous plea-
sure and pride that these senior
charge midwives have been
successful in securing a place
on the Queens Nursing Institute
Scotland programme.
"This is a very competitive

process and I can only imagine
they caught the hearts and minds
of the interview board.
"I am sure this will bring ben-

efits for Jenny and Heather and
for the wider midwifery team
and the women and babies of
Dumfries and Galloway.
"It is such a pleasure to work

with and be part of the journey

of these two exceptional mid-
wives who are the leadership
for midwifery for the future."
Heather's success was based

on her knowledge as a specialist
midwife for vulnerabilities.
She works with the pre-birth

team, liaising closely with other
agencies to provide multi-agency
care to women and their babies.
She been instrumental in set-

ting up the community mid-
wifery WINGS team (women
individually nurtured grow
strength).

Best Start
This team was set up, thanks

to the recommendations for the
Best Start five-year maternity
plan.
Heather said: "I am hugely

passionate about the support
we can offer to women and
families who often need our
help the most and how we can
ensure their voices are heard,
while striving for high-quality
and person-centred care.
"To be awarded a place on

this prestigious programme is
a humbling privilege and I’m
very excited to meet other like-
minded practitioners from
around the country and bring
home experiences to Dumfries
and Galloway."

Robin in full song

Satirising
modern
reality
THE siting of two shooting
ranges near Eskdalemuir and
the Buddhist monastery and
meditation centre would, in
saner times, have provided
rich grist to the mill of the
erstwhile Daily Telegraph
satirical column Way of the
World by the nom de plumed
Peter Simple.
Among his eclectic range of

organisations and characters
inspired by current events was
The Friends of Noise, whose
chairman, Mr Tannoy, always
advocates establishments in, of
course, a bellow. 
Mr Simple even had an

ambitious Tory MP Jeremy
Cardhouse, who could have
done no better than our own

Dumfriesshire MSP Oliver
Mundell in envisaging
arranging a “peaceful existence”  
between Eskdalemuir, most of
whose residents are pacifist
and vegetarian Buddhists, and
two shooting ranges, at least
one of which appears to be for
the 50 calibre shooters
association.
The British Army’s standard

issue rifle in the world wars
was the 303.
Way of the World 

has, unfortunately, been
discontinued for the past 20
years or so, probably because
so has Mr Simple but also
because I suspect, as the
contents of Haz and Meg’s
audience with Oprah Winfrey
emerge, of the impossibility of
satirising modern reality. 

Richard Lennox
Henry Street

Langholm

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508

Black-headed gull Lesser black-backed gull

Grey wagtail

Making a REAL difference

Heather Innes of Langholm is a
midwife with the NHS
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Council tax freeze
avoids 3% increase

Repairs to
B709
WORK is due to start on the
B709 from the Dumfries and
Galloway regional boundary
through Eskdalemuir and down
to Langholm over the next five
to six weeks.
Councillor Ronnie Tait said:

“I worked hard to have these
works programmed in and sub-
mitted photographic evidence,
along with email correspon-
dence and verbal discussions
to highlight the dreadful road
condition at Nether Cassock
and other parts of the road.”

Langholm
poppies
AN EXTRA donation has been
received by the Poppy Scotland
Appeal for the Langholm area,
bringing the official total to
£1,877.33.
Huge gratitude from the poppy

team goes to everyone who so
kindly donated in different ways
this year and for their continued
support, especially during the
pandemic.
Lest we forget.

Dumfries and Galloway councillors vote for budget proposals
DUMFRIES and Galloway
councillors have voted for the
Labour / SNP administration’s
budget for 2021/22 which 
includes a council tax freeze.
The members of the full coun-

cil voted by 24 to 16 votes to
push through the budget.
The council faced a funding

gap going into 2021/22 of
£4.4m.
Agreeing a council tax freeze

will secure extra funding of
£2.364m from the Scottish gov-
ernment.
That is the equivalent of a

3.05 per cent rise in council
tax.
The council will also realign

£741,000 of existing spend to
focus on its priorities and use
£1.297m of non-recurring fund-
ing, predominantly from an 
underspend in capital loan
charges.
Its capital investment strategy

will invest £426m in the region’s
infrastructure over the next 10
years.
Councillor Elaine Murray said:

“This investment will help grow
our economy and support our
communities to thrive.”
With agreement of a final 

Borderlands Inclusive Growth
Deal anticipated soon, the budget
proposals provide an indicative
capital investment allocation of
£13.6m, alongside other allo-
cations, over the next 10 years
to support the implementation
of the deal and secure significant
investment from the Scottish
and UK governments into the
region.

Repairs
After a review of the roads

service, the communities com-
mittee agreed an improvement
plan in February which will 
allocate another £2.4m over the
next three years to increase 
capacity in the service to tackle
the backlog of repairs to roads.
The council is committed to

its new waste and recycling ser-
vices and the roll-out of kerbside
recycling. By June 2021, the
new waste collection service

roll-out will be complete.
A report to last Thursday’s

meeting by Paul Garrett, head
of finance and procurement,
said the late notification of the
Scottish government’s budget
details for 2021/22, combined
with the ongoing impact of
COVID-19 and Brexit, made

budget-setting more challenging
than would normally be the
case.

Principles
Mr Garrett said: “In recogni-

tion of this, it was agreed that
the 2021/22 budget process
should focus on setting a one-

year budget only at this stage.
“It was also agreed that the

council’s established budget
principles should be maintained
and enhanced to include the
more principles to support 
financial management and the
current budget process.
“The council would continue

to provide resources to support
ongoing services and the
COVID-19 response and recov-
ery requirements, while avoiding
establishing a recurring deficit.
“It would seek to retain flexi-

bility to support unanticipated
spending and avoid placing an
undue burden on future taxpay-
ers and service levels.”
He added: “While it is fully

anticipated that COVID-19 will
continue to affect the council’s
required spending and income
levels in 2021/22, the agreed
approach assumes the resultant
financial implications will be
supported by the allocation of
non-recurring funding support,
including that provided by the
Scottish government.

IN BRIEF

LANGHOLM councillor Ronnie Tait has
criticised a fly-tipper who has put broken
glass into one of the town’s bottle banks.
Mr Tait said the glass was placed into the

bottle bank at the Co-op and posed a dan-
ger.
He said: “As highlighted in the photo, the

bin lids cannot be closed because they are
full, another reason why this should not

have happened.
“There is also a danger when the bottle

bank is being emptied because the glass
could slide and hit the operative causing
serious injury.
“This type of thin glass is lethal.
“What idiot puts pieces of broken glass

into bottle banks.”

Online subscriptions to the

are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk
A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read

anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT! STARTING AT £1 A WEEK

Elaine Murray leads Dumfries and Galloway Council’s administration

Flytipper condemned
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Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES
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C&D Auction Marts Ltd had forward
1,693 store hoggs and feeding ewes and
rams at the weekly sale at Longtown on
Tuesday, March 2.
A smaller show of hoggs attracted the

usual buyers, all classes again sold at
extreme rates and were short of require-
ments. 
Top £129 Beltexes from Sewell House

others to £123 Coalfell. Texels to £127
Wardew, £126 West Hills, £125 Pilmuir,
Laughtmuirside & Middle Farm. Grey-
faces to £121 North Corrielaw, £115
Routin Lynn & Allfornought. North
Country Cheviot to £119 North Cor-
rielaw. Cheviot Mules to £113 Archbank
& £109 Pilmuir. Suffolks to £111
Somerville, £110 Allfornought, £109
Tathhill Cottage. Blackface to £108,
£99 Wanwood Hill. Hill Cheviots to
£103 Potholm and £97 Crosscleugh. Ja-
cobs to £100 £97 Wardrew. Swaledale
to £83 Nunscleugh.
Feeding ewes (276) again dearer on

the week. Top £133 for Suffolks from
Tatthill Cottage; others to £128 Shaw
Cottage. Texels to £130 Shaw Cottage,
£127, £123 Laughtmuirside. Greyfaces
to £101 Low Stokoe & £100 Grindon
Hill. North Country Cheviots to £99

Alnham Castlehill. Hill ewes to £71 for
Blackface from Alnham Castlehill.
Cheviots £71 from Enzieholm,
Swaledales to £58 Dumblar Rigg.
Cast rams to £109 for a Suffolk from

Tatthill Cottage and North Country
Cheviot to £110, £100 Archbank. Black-
face rams to £77 Harden.

The mart held the fortnightly sale of
store cattle on the same day.
A nice entry of store cattle was forward,

with quality lots in demand. The sale
topped at £1,115 and £1,040 for Angus
heifers shown by M Johnson & Son,
Halfway House, Hexham, who also sold
Charolais to £1,010. Yearling Limousin
heifers to £850 from W & S Phillips &
Son, Hyndlee, Hawick, who sold bullocks
at £835. Simmentals to £835 from T &
MJ & TR Johnson Greenley Cleugh,
Hexham. 
The next special sale is the March

sale of continental-bred store cattle run-
ning together with the annual Kirkcam-
beck spring sale. Both sales are on Sat-
urday, March 20.
The mart had forward 8,561 sheep

comprising 5,123 prime hoggs and 3,438
cast ewes and rams at the weekly sale
on Thursday, March 4.

An improved show for both quality
and quantity saw all classes in demand
and more numbers are needed for the
weekly sale. The sale topped at £1,153
for a Charolais from Messrs Baxter,
Moss Side, Hethersgill, who also sold
Limousins at £1,124. Angus cows sold
to £1,067 from T Blackwood & Son,
Midtown, Lanark. 
Angus cows topped the price per kilo

at 164p from Midtown, who also sold
others at 131p. Other Angus sold to
130p from JDM Thomson, Pilmuir,
Hawick. Whitebred Shorthorns to 148p
from Maidencots, Limousin to 148p and
Charolais to 146p both from Moss Side.  
A much larger show of 5,123 prime

hoggs, of which a big proportion were
hill bred hoggs, sold to the usual full
ring of buyers which ensured every class
of sheep was in serious demand and the
dearest trade of the season by far.
Topping price per kilo at 425p was

achieved for Beltex hoggs consigned
by GT Beattie, Guardsmill, Gretna with
several pens breaking 400p and this
class of sheep was in short supply and
very much needed weekly to satisfy ex-
treme customer demand.
Heavy hoggs again dearer on the week,

topping at £188 and £182 for Texel
hoggs consigned by J & J Campbell,
Dinnans, Newton Stewart, with com-
mercial heavies making £150-£160.
Lightweight hoggs maintained last

week’s blistering rates of return and
took the trade of the day, with plenty of
continental hoggs realising 320p-330p.
Topping at 373p for Beltex hoggs con-
signed by Messrs Ryder, Newton Cottage,
Moffat, while hill-bred hoggs traded at
285p-295p. Cheviot hoggs topped at
315p for a pen of 27 consigned by JM
Retson & Co, Maidencotes, Lanark and
Blackface hoggs topped at 301p for a
pen of 42 consigned by Messrs Peart,
Weeds Farm, Bishop Auckland.
Achieving an incredible overall sale

average of 288.5p (SQQ 294.8p). All
classes of well-finished hoggs are needed
to fulfil demand every week.
A small entry of NSL forward to a

buoyant trade to a top of 325p or £151
for a pen of Dutch Spotted lambs weigh-
ing 46kg being consigned by M/s Forster,
Howthat, Ruthwell. Achieving a sale
average of averaging 313p. 
New season spring lambs are sought

after by wholesale and butcher demand
at Longtown.

Principal prices (per head): Texel £188,
£176 Dinnans, £163 Kirk House, £160
Braes of Enzie, £155 West Scales, £154
Guardsmill & Cleughbrae, £150 Spring-
wells, Kirkbride & Kirk House. Beltex
£174 Easter Ochtermuthill, £170
Guardsmill, £169, £166 Easter Ochter-
muthill, £166 Maidencots, £163 Whitehill
& Paddockhole, £161 Main Street, £160
Watch Currock, Longburgh Fauld &
Easter Ochtermuthill. Mule £154 Maid-
encots, £145 New Hummerbecks, £138
Kirkhouse, £135.50 Arnicle, £131
Broadlea Cottage, £130 Toft House &
Lawston. Suffolk £152 Maidencots,
£147, £145 Whitehill, £144 Kirkhouse,
£140 New Kelso, £139. Allfornaught,
£135 Whitehill, £133.50 Kirtlebank,
£132.50 Westernhopeburn, £132 White-
hill, £131. High Cattadale, £130 Old
Irvine. Blackface £140 Knockhill,
£138.50, £133 Yett, £132 Arnicle,
£131.50 Craigdarroch, £131 Wanwood
Hill, £130 Camphill, £129 Knockhill &
Brackley, £128 Westernhopeburn.
Cheviot £139 Allfornaught, £138 Glen-
dearg, £137 Catslackburn & High Pri-
orscales, £135 Glendiven Cottage &
The Land, £134 Dinnans, The Land,
Glendearg & Catslackburn, £133.50 The

Land & Kirton, £133 Oswie, £132
Aucharua. Millennium Blue £138 Lurgan.
North Country Cheviot £133.50 Kirk-
bride, £131.50 Guardsmill, £128 Com-
monside & Milkieston. Charollais £131
Bulls Head, £129.50 Allfornaught, £128
Kirtlebank. Swaledale, £121.50 West-
ernhopebun, £119.50 High Priorscales.
A larger show of 3,438 ewes was for-

ward to the same ring of competitive
buyers, ensuring all classes were very
dear and will remain in demand.
Heavy ewes topped at £200 for Texel

ewes consigned by WT Morison Farms,
Yonderton, Keith. 
Mule ewes took the biggest rise with

an abundance of mule ewes realising
£108+ and topping at £127 from J & J
Campbell, Dinnans, Newton Stewart.   
Hill ewes sold to a top of £101 for a

pen of 22 Scotch Blackface ewes from
R Wallace & Co, Mains of Collin, Castle
Douglas.
Rams topped at £148 for Charollais

from Viewley.
Many more ewes can be sold to ven-

dors’ advantage.

Around the marts

Manifesto sets out
election priorities

Test will help to
improve calving
METABOLIC profile testing
could help inform farmers’
decisions on beef cattle nutri-
tion and improve calving per-
formance, according to a study
led by SAC Consulting, part
of Scotland’s Rural College.
Although a commonly used

management tool in dairy herds
to investigate the nutritional sta-
tus of pre-calving and early lac-
tation cows, metabolic profile
(MP) testing has had little uptake
in suckler herds.
The project, funded by 

the Scottish government’s
Knowledge Transfer Innovation
Fund (KTIF), found that MP
testing was worth carrying out
to highlight nutritional issues
in the cows which could affect
calving performance, milk pro-
duction and fertility.
It could also pick up on man-

agement issues such as inade-
quate feed space.
The 12-month study tested

180 cows on 12 farms in Angus
and Fife.
The testing was done at about

one month before calving and
one month after calving to assess
nutritional status. Cows were
also body condition scored.
The study found that a third

of cows were deficient in mag-
nesium pre-calving.
This is significant, given the

impact a lack of magnesium
can have on slow calvings and,
potentially, on the calf’s health.
It also showed that a quarter

of cows were deficient in 

magnesium post-calving.
Again, this is significant, with

low magnesium in cows going
out to grass exacerbating the
risk of grass staggers.
Karen Stewart, SAC Consult-

ing nutritionist, who led the
study with Lorna MacPherson,
dairy consultant, said: “Another
finding was that more than half
the cows were short of rumen-
available protein in the ration
pre-calving.
“If left uncorrected, this may

have an impact on colostrum
quality and milk production.
“The study also highlighted

energy deficiencies and, with
corrective action, helped to safe-
guard calving performance and
getting cows back in calf.
“In some cases, the ration

looked ideal on paper and was
based on silage analysis but
feed access issues, weather and
other environmental factors neg-
atively affected the animal’s 
nutritional status.
“We did find that trace ele-

ments and other major minerals,
except magnesium, were not
deficient and cows were gener-
ally well supplemented.
“Blood results from two of

the 12 farms showed low albu-
min levels in some cows, indi-
cating a potential disease issue.
“Liver fluke was subsequently

diagnosed in these herds which
had previously dosed for fluke
and highlighted a potential prob-
lem with product resistance.”

AGRICULTURE, food and
rural issues must be front and
centre of political debate as
Scotland heads towards the
Scottish parliamentary elec-
tion on Thursday, May 6.
NFU Scotland’s manifesto for

the election recognises that agri-
culture is in a very new and 
increasingly-demanding polit-
ical, economic, environmental
and social context, compounded
by the COVID-19 crisis and

the UK’s departure from the
EU.
Moving out of the shadow of

Brexit and the Common Agri-
cultural Policy, the manifesto
sets out four priorities for the
next Scottish government and
parliament over the next five
years.
Given the right tools and sup-

port, agriculture will deliver:
A green recovery from

COVID-19 which enhances sus-

tainability in food production
and enables agriculture to play
its role in addressing the climate
change and biodiversity crises;
A viable and rewarding agri-

cultural sector for current and
future generations;
A transparent supply chain

and food system which supports
Scottish producers and recog-
nises the public benefits from
agriculture; and 
A resilient and enterprising

rural economy which offers 
opportunities for all.
Martin Kennedy, president,

said: “It is more important than
ever that the next parliament
and government enables a sus-
tainable food production sector
which contributes to climate
ambitions, improves biodiver-
sity, air and water quality and
allows all consumers access to
fresh and affordable Scottish
produce.
“We have a proven track

record in delivering for the 
nation.
“Our agricultural sector, as

part of the critical national 
infrastructure for food, has
proudly played its part in 
ensuring food and drink supply
chains continued to operate dur-
ing the COVID-19 crisis.

“That was achieved against
the backdrop of daunting Brexit
uncertainty during 2020.
“Delivering the nation’s eco-

nomic, environmental and social
needs will be pushed beyond
reach unless political will 
facilitates the need to adapt and
change.
“Farmers are ready to play

their part but, for the last five
years, positive progress on rural
policy has been stymied by the
Brexit debate.
“Moving out of the shadow

of Brexit and the CAP, agricul-
ture will look to the new gov-
ernment to work with the sector
to deliver a new agricultural
policy which will deliver our
key ambitions.
“Central to that will be 

addressing climate change
which will clearly set the policy
agenda over the next parlia-
ment.
“Necessary emission reduction

targets and the ambition to dou-
ble the value of our food and
drink sector to £30 billion by
2030 must be addressed simul-
taneously, creating the need for
the next government to ‘invest’
in agriculture to reap the returns
required.”

Martin Kennedy, NFU Scotland president
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Make an exhibition of
your home and garden

AN INVITATION to take
part in a nationwide open art
exhibition and display work
in windows or gardens has
been taken up by a Canonbie
artist.
Diana De Gruyther was 

inspired to join The Great Big
Art Exhibition.
No normal gallery viewing

can take place at the moment
so the idea of a national open
exhibition during lockdown
was put out on in the media.
Everyone of any age, who

feels so moved, was invited to
create loosely-themed work,
crafts, paintings or sculptures
and display them in their win-
dows or in gardens to connect
with and bring some pleasure
to passers-by.
Diana said: “I was inspired

by Anthony Gormley's first pre-
sentation for 'The Great Big
Art Exhibition, for which he
suggested the subject of animals
which led to other ideas around
all things natural.
“By using a Japanese brush

style, materials such as slate,
wood and earth pigments as
well as including wildlife, (a
red squirrel has recently 
appeared in the woodland 
behind us, which is great), I
designed three Norwegian Voss
slates, which are a soft green
colour and will withstand the
elements, to produce a small
triptych.
“The sign above depicts a

saying in Latin and relates to
an interesting  old zoo in 

Holland, owned by the zoo-
logical society, where animals
can be studied and protected.
“Natura Artis Magistra means

'nature is the teacher of art'. I
can't argue with that.
“Now that spring is on its

way, with birdsong and buds
of colour and life popping open,
I think we all feel we have
come through something 'other'
and look forward to sunshine
and the arrival of new life.
“Visitors are most welcome

to pull in at our driveway at
Kiln Cottage, Harelawhill on
the B6318 if they are in the
area and want to look at my
contribution.
“It would be great to see more

folks putting up their work and
joining in and sharing what
they have been creating at
home, if they haven’t already.”
Leading artists are backing

the exhibition with fortnightly
themes to inspire everyone tak-
ing part.
The first was iconic sculptor

Antony Gormley. Anish
Kapoor, Jeremy Deller, Ai 
Weiwei and Ryan Gander are
among the other artists and cre-
atives involved.
Or look at the paintings and

artworks selected by leading
museums, including the Tate,
British Museum and V&A to
see what inspires you.
Download a free activity pack

from Firstsite at firstsite.uk for
ideas and inspiration, including
templates of famous artwork
to spark your imagination.
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Visit nhsinform.scot  
or call 0800 030 8013 
#WeAreScotland

The vaccination programme for coronavirus is underway.  
Those most at risk are our priority and are being vaccinated first.

When you are contacted and offered your vaccination, please get it.

Scotland, it’s  
time to roll up  

our sleeves

Diana de Gruyther is encouraging us all to take part in
The Great Big Art Exhibition

Canonbie artist inspired by nature theme in nationwide lockdown art fest 



NATIONAL Butchers’ Week
2021, which runs until 
this Sunday, celebrates retail
butchers who have sup-
ported communities during
the COVID-19 pandemic.
The event highlights the hard

work done by butchers over
the past year, giving them the
perfect opportunity to engage
with existing customers and
win over new ones. 
Butchers can get involved by

sharing their stories, images
and ideas on Twitter
@MTJ_tweet Facebook
www.facebook.com/Meat-
TradesJournal/and Instagram
using the meat_trades_journal
handle. 
As well as competitions being

run on social media, the 
National Butchers’ Week web-
site (www.nationalbutcher-
sweek.co.uk) has download-
able posters and press releas-
es to help butchers engage

with customers
and local 
press to drive 
awa r ene s s .
Organised by

William Reed
B u s i n e s s 

Media, this year’s National
Butchers’ Week is kindly sup-
ported by Henry Winning &
Co, Innovative Food Ingredi-
ents and Windsor Food 
Machinery. All three sponsors
are running Instagram compe-
titions in the run-up to National
Butchers’ Week, with more 
details to be revealed on the
Meat Trades Journal Instafeed.

Unprecedented
Henry Winning & Co manag-

ing director, Stuart Revill, said:
“Henry Winning & Co has sup-
ported National Butchers’ Week
for a number of years and we
are as excited as ever to sup-
port this event. This year’s
event comes in unprecedented
times and as a supplier to the
butchery industry, it has been
heart-warming to see the 
incredible response from butch-
ers up and down the country
during the pandemic. 

“The butchery industry has
adapted and innovated its ser-
vices during the year to adapt
to the needs of a nation and
shone a light on the importance
of local businesses. This year’s
National Butchers’ Week is a
fantastic opportunity to reflect
on and thank the industry and
its key workers who have sup-
ported the entire nation.”  
Innovative Food Ingredients

managing director, David 
Brennand, said: “First and fore-
most, we hope 2021 will see
everyone safe and healthy
through the current situation.
“Innovative Food Ingredients

has spent much of 2020 satis-
fying and supporting the chang-
ing needs of our customers
during these unprecedented
times. We’ve played a key part
in keeping our nation fed, work-
ing to ensure our customers
receive exactly what they want
and when they want it. Being
on hand to not only supply the
‘day-to-day’ products but an
ever-evolving and exciting
range of innovative sausage
and burger mixes, marinades,
sauces and superb retail 
products, which allows our
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Middlemass Quality Butcher
76 High Street | Langholm | Opening hours Tues 9-3, Wed 9-2, Thurs 9-3, Fri 9-4, Sat 9-2

NNeeww MMeeaatt ppaacckk ffoorr SSpprriinngg –– FFaammiillyy ppaacckk ££4400
4 x Beef Olives•
4 x Chicken Supremes•
4 x BBQ Pork Steaks•
10 x Prime Back Bacon•
10 x Sausage•
1 x 500g Mince•
1 x Large Steak Pie•

SSmmaallll FFaammiillyy PPaacckk -- ££2200
2 x Chicken Supremes•
1 x 500g Steak Mince•
1 x 500g diced steak•
6 x prime back bacon•
6 x Sausages•
2 x Pork Steaks•
2 x Sausage rolls•

LLeeaann MMeeaatt PPaacckk -- ££7755
6 x Chicken Supremes•
6 x 8oz 28 day aged Rump Steaks•
6x 6oz Steak Burgers•
8 x BBQ Chicken Kebabs•
1 x 1Kg Steak Mince 2% fat•
4 x 8oz Cumberland Rings•
6 x Pork Steaks•
1 x Roll Fillet •

CChhiicckkeenn SSttiirr--FFrryy 
PPaacckk -- ££3300

500g Garlic Butter•
500g Chinese•
500g BBQ•
500g Cajun•
500g Salt & Pepper•
500g Sticky Maple•
500g Sweet Chilli•
500g Satay •

National Butchers’ Week 2021

Alistair Elliot of T. Elliot & Sons, Newcastleton

TT.. EElllliioott && SSoonnss
Family Butcher

46 North Hermitage St,  Newcastleton

013873 75256

Monday-Friday 6.15-5.00 | Saturday 6.30-12.30

GOOD QUALITY
 fresh meats 
 cooked meats
 pies 
 sausages
 haggis

BROWNS Family Butchers

We sell ......
 Local Scottish beef, lamb and pork     
from farms in Dumfries and Galloway  

 Local eggs
 Fresh fruit and vegetables.  
 Pasta, rices, lentils and flour
 Herbs and spices
 Deliveries available with 24hrs notice

Quality products with a personal, friendly service.

Deliveries Tues 8am-2pm, Wed 8am-2pm & 6pm-8pm, Fri & Sat 8am to 3pm

82 - 84 High Street  Langholm  Tel. 013873 80136  Find us on Facebook  

David Brown of Browns Family Butchers in LangholmRyan Greig of W W Middlemass in Langholm

WW Middlemass pride themselves on using British 
produce and local where possible. 

Customer service is key and they offer a delivery service
if needed. All ready meals are prepared on site and they
stock a selection of tinned goods, sweet treats and pud-
dings and soft drinks. With plans to expand, they are 

excited for the future post-lockdown. 

Browns Family Butchers is primarily a butchers shop
however they also stock fruit and veg, local eggs and a
range of loose dry goods such as rice, pasta, lentils,

herbs and spices. They offer a free delivery service which
they plan to make a permanent service post-lockdown.  

T. Elliot and Sons is a popular, long-established, family
run butchers in Newcastleton supplying the village and
surrounding area with high quality fresh and cooked
meats, pies, haggis and frozen foods. Alistair looks

forward to seeing visiors and holidymakers return once
the lockdown is lifted. 

butchers and farm shops to
offer something interesting and
different to what their cus-
tomers might find in their 
supermarket, has been our
priority.
“Society has reacted to this

uncertainty by defaulting to
what they know is safe, secure
and trustworthy, putting their
trust in their local butcher and
the many local food businesses
in our communities. Looking
after their local community, is
the lasting testament to those
butchers, farm shops and other
local businesses who have
gone the extra mile!
“Innovative Food Ingredients

is proud and delighted to be a
corporate sponsor and playing
a part in supporting National
Butchers’ Week, raising the
profile of the great work that
is being done by butchers,
farm shops and local busi-
nesses throughout the UK. 
“We wish that 2021 will bring

about a continued appreciation
of shopping local, buying local
and supporting local.”



WORK has begun on cre-
ating a new mountain
biking trail in the forest
in Newcastleton.
The forest is one of the

7 Stanes sites and the team
started to prepare the new
Hidden Valley Lower trail
last week.
The new line will be just

over 300m of super fun,
red flow trail starting from
the end of the Hidden 
Valley Upper descent
which was revamped in

2019.
It will replace the original

Hidden Valley Lower trail
closed in 2020.
A diversion is in place

on the Red mountain bike
route to bypass the works
until the end of March.
The work is being done
seven days a week.
After the Hidden Valley

Upper descent, look out
for a diversion which 
bypasses the Hidden Valley
Lower section of single-

track (post 25-26).
Bikers are asked to look

out for signage and 
machines working in and
around the forest road at
the end of Hidden Valley
Upper descent.
They should stop and

wait for operators to wave
them through before pass-
ing. 
The diversion ends at

post 30, the exit of The
Bog.
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Decriminalise drugs and
fight Scots’ high death toll

MP’s green
questions
A LOCAL parliamentarian will
be going online tomorrow to
answer questions on climate
change.
David Mundell, Dumfriesshire,

Clydesdale and Tweeddale MP,
has accepted an invitation to
take part in the virtual Q and A
promoted by environmental
group Tweedgreen.
He will field questions from

members and friends of the 
Peebles-based campaigning 
organisation at 2pm.
Links to the Zoom meet-

ing are available at
david.mundell.mp@parlia-
ment.uk
The theme will be the UK 

response to the climate crisis,
especially in terms of lessons
learned from the COVID-19
pandemic.
Mr Mundell welcomed the

opportunity to speak to the
group.
He said: "Tweedgreen is very

active in a number of ways and
I'm delighted to have the 
opportunity to speak to members
and friends.
"The UK government is at the

forefront of international efforts
to combat climate change and
in November will host the
COP26 UN Climate Change
Conference in Glasgow, poten-
tially one of the most significant
ever."

____________________

Guarantee
your future
YOUNG people aged 16 to 24
are being offered the chance to
get a job, education, training or
apprenticeship through the
Young Person’s Guarantee.
The guarantee protects them

from the economic impact of
COVID-19. It covers a range
of employability services.
Email 
DGYouthGuarantee@dum-

gal.gov.uk or watch out for the
live webinar @ DG Employa-
bility and Skills on Facebook.
For employers, there is help

to develop a future pipeline of
skills and experience with young
people at the heart of the work-
force.
More information, including

funding and support, is at young-
personsguarantee.scot
Councillor Archie Dryburgh,

vice-chairman of the economy
and resources committee, said:
“In these challenging times ap-
prentices can play a vital role
in supporting businesses and
the economy.” 

By Cameron Greer, 16, 
of Claygate

TWO hundred and ninety-
five Scots out of one million
die from drugs each year, the 
highest rate in Europe.
The European country with

the second highest drug death
rate is Sweden with 81 per 
million.
This is horrific and the num-

bers are rising. In 2019, the
latest report published, there
were 1,264 drug-related deaths.
Police Scotland estimate the

number of drug deaths in 2020
was 1,346, a rise of 10 from
the previous year.
A confidential report, which

was leaked to the Daily Record,
said there was a sharp increase
(33% compared with other
years) of drug deaths in 
December 2020, which cannot
be explained.
The leading cause of drug

deaths is accidental poisoning,
which is deeply upsetting 
because they could have been
prevented. 
So, what is being done to

combat this extremely worri-
some issue?
Not a lot. Health and justice

are devolved matters so it’s the
responsibility of the Scottish
government to end the    mortality.
The minister in charge of tack-

ling drug deaths recently 
resigned for doing nothing to
help and was replaced by 
Angela Constance MSP.
A drug deaths taskforce was

set up to help combat the 
increasing numbers but, looking
on the government website, it
seems they have not met since
September 2020 and their blog
on the government website has
been removed.

If they have held a meeting
since then, the minutes have
not been published on the gov-
ernment website.
The only other sources I can

find relating to the policy sur-
rounding drugs and alcohol are
about going into schools and
teaching kids not to take drugs
and the government’s Naloxone
programme, which ran from
2011 to 2016.
Naloxone is a medicine used

to treat opioid overdose by 
reversing the effects.
The objective of the Naloxone

distribution programme was to
have it handy to stop people
from dying of opioid overdose.
This didn’t work because,

three years after the programme
finished, opioids were still the
leading cause of drug deaths
(1,092).
In January this year First 

Minister Nicola Sturgeon said
the government would invest
£250m over the next five years
but opposition spokespeople
said this came years too late
and it didn’t go far enough.
What can be done? Decrimi-

nalising drugs is a very contro-
versial idea.

Confusion
Many people get confused

between decriminalisation and
legalisation so they jump to
conclusions.
Legalisation is the act of 

allowing something by law. In
this case it would be allowing
the production, distribution, sale
and possession of currently 
illegal drugs by law.
Of course, this is not what I

mean.
Decriminalisation, on the other

hand, is changing the law so
something is no longer a crime.

I am not advocating the pro-
duction and sale of drugs to
cease being a crime but I am
advocating for the possession
of drugs to be decriminalised.

SNP
The SNP said they would 

decriminalise drugs in 2019 but
nothing has come of it yet.
In 2018/19, 29,843 cases of

possession of drugs were 
recorded by Police Scotland.
Possession of controlled sub-

stances can lead to a discharge,
fine or up to seven years in
prison, depending on the class
of drug.
According to the Scottish

Prison Service, it costs the tax-
payer £35,293 a year to keep a
single prisoner locked up.
If drug possession was 

decriminalised, it would save
a considerable amount of money
because fewer people would be
in prison.
Instead of sending drug addicts

to prison and treating them like
criminals, we should aid them
to overcome their addiction and
treat the crisis as a public health
crisis because that’s exactly
what it is.
To start with, the government

should decriminalise possession
of drugs and create a new crim-
inal offence of possession of
an illegal substance with intent
to harm another.
Drugs such as GHB, or the

date rape drug, are used for
malicious purposes, not for per-
sonal use.
This is one of the only 

instances for which possession
of an illegal substance should
result in the perpetrator becom-
ing a criminal.
The government should use

the money it saves from 

decriminalising drug possession
to set up a national addiction
rehabilitation service and courts
should have the power to refer
those, who have been caught
with drugs, to overcome their
addiction.

Punishment
Those, who refuse treatment,

should receive the current pun-
ishment for possession of drugs
and become a criminal.
This is one of the other in-

stances when possession should
be criminalised.

Current prisoners, who are
addicts, should be offered treat-
ment and, in return, have their
sentences reduced or cut com-
pletely if they are in prison for
possession if they accept.
The government should invest

more in infrastructure such as
schools, affordable housing, the
NHS and the police to prevent
people becoming addicted to
drugs in the first place.
Drug addicts should not be

criminals. They have a health
issue which the government
should take more seriously.

Eskdale teenager voices his thoughts on country’s dire crisis

Valley makeover

Cameron Greer is a pupil at Langholm Academy

IN BRIEF
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Objectors to rifle ranges
fear the loss of their peace
Landowner says venue is a world-class development for specialist training

Lama Yeshe Losal Rinpoche, Abbot of the Samye Ling Tibetan Centre

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

LAMA YESHE
THE Abbot of the Kagyu
Samye Ling Tibetan Centre,
Lama Yeshe Losal Rinpoche,
said he would do anything to
request and persuade these
people not to bring firing
ranges and shoot animals
close to Samye Ling.
He added: “Samye Ling is a

safe sanctuary for wildlife so
the firing ranges and bird shoots
affect many small animals and
little birds.
“The Monastery and Buddhist

Centre for World Peace, set
among the rolling hills of 
Eskdalemuir, is a precious bea-
con of peace, both locally and
globally.
“As a Buddhist sacred place

and seat of learning for pilgrims
from around the world, it 
attracts thousands of visitors
of all faiths and walks of life.
From school groups and 

students to families and 
ex-servicemen and women, all
are welcome to enjoy the beau-
tiful temple, contemplative

peace gardens and restorative
benefits to the physical and
mental health of its natural 
environment.
“Now our precious haven of

peace and harmony is under
threat of being caught in the
noise of gunfire, midway 
between two high-velocity, fir-
ing ranges.
“As well as existing duck and

pheasant shoots, which have
grown in recent times, the val-
ley’s residents have reported
prolonged machine gunfire,
said to be linked to US military
training using high-calibre
weapons.
“Time is short; the closing

date for objections is next
Thursday, March 18 so please
email the planning department
at:
planningrepresentations@

dumgal.gov.uk.”

The Clerkhill reference num-
ber is 20/2013/FUL, while the
Over Cassock reference number
is 20/0630/FUL.

OBJECTIONS
ABOUT 20 objections have
been sent to the planning au-
thority, with most objecting
to both Over Cassock and
Clerkhill ranges.
A resident contacted the plan-

ning authority on February 16
to say there had been shooting
on the Clerkhill range that day,
despite the retrospective appli-
cation not yet even being 
accepted.
There was shooting at Clerkhill

several times a week from July
to November last year which
disturbed the peace of the whole
area.
The resident had already com-

plained to the police about a
breach of the peace and of
COVID-19 lockdown restric-
tions.
Some cite the Scottish Land

Rights and Responsibilities state-
ment which stresses “the need
for landowners to be transparent
in the use and management of
land, making information pub-
licly available, clear and contain
relevant detail.
“That there should be greater

collaboration and community
engagement in decisions about
land.

“Good stewardship also means
being aware that decisions about
land can have an impact on
many people’s lives, including,
but not exclusive to, those of
the owner of the land or tenant.
That they should consider the
public good as well as the good
of themselves”.
Many complain that both Over

Cassock and Clerkhill had been
run without planning permis-
sion.
Planning policy says devel-

opments should protect and/or
enhance the character, appear-
ance and setting of the region’s
rich historic environment, prin-
cipally by ensuring they are
sympathetic to nearby buildings,
sites and features, integrate well
and complement the surrounding
area.

Peaceful
The Human Rights Commis-

sion says: “Every natural or
legal person is entitled to the
peaceful enjoyment of his pos-
sessions, for example, their home
and garden.”
Residents say noise levels are

substantial and having a negative
impact on residents, their chil-
dren and pets and livestock.
There can be hours of constant 

gunfire and the sound of a metal
gong being hit.
Most of the small businesses

in the area offer accommodation
and holistic therapies to visiting
Buddhists and those such as
walkers and cyclists who 
appreciate the peace and unspoilt
nature of the valley.
They also come to tour the

prehistoric sites on the way-
marked trail.
They say Samye Ling is an

important tourist destination in
Scotland, attracting visitors who

appreciate the silence and peace-
ful environment.
One said that if Eskdalemuir

became a place to attract those
wishing to use guns and violate
the peace it had become known
for globally, they had serious
concerns over how that would
affect those wishing to come
and stay.
A family walk had been dom-

inated by the sound of gunshots
ringing in the air and was some-
thing residents and visitors did
not want to hear.

ESKDALEMUIR
FORESTRY

THE rifle range at Clerkhill is a world-
class development and a unique centre
for specialist firearms training.
That’s the message from 

Eskdalemuir Forestry, on whose land at
Clerkhill the proposed range will be 
located.
It is a working upland sheep and cattle

farm of 850 hectares which currently runs
60 Galloway cattle and 800 North Country
Cheviot sheep and employs two full-time
staff.
George Birrell, manager, said: “Farming,

especially upland farming, is a difficult
business in which to thrive and we have
sought other ways to generate income
through diversification.
“The proposal for a training rifle range is

part of that process. This is more relevant
now as we start to come out of the lock-
down and the economy begins to recover.
“The farming industry faces the uncer-

tainty of post-Brexit funding, both in the
level of funding and how any future funds
will be structured.
“The range’s design is to the highest spec-

ifications for safety and has all the relevant
certification for approval for use as a rifle
range.
“Input into the design of the range has

been sought from several national organi-

sations such as Police Scotland.
“It is sited well within the boundaries of

the farm and lies some 1.2km from the
nearest neighbouring buildings and 2.1km
from Samye Ling.
“The range site is fenced and, when 

operating, all accesses to the site are con-
trolled.
“We would be happy to carry out noise

monitoring around the range when it is in
operation which would be within normal
working hours.
“It is a target range, with targets set at reg-

ular intervals. These have been designed
using the JSP403 document for range
safety and it is purpose-built to contain
spent bullets which can be recovered and
disposed of through the correct channels.
“The range has generated interest from

several organisations wishing to visit the
area and use it.
“It would generate new jobs in operating

and maintaining it and bring opportunities
and much-needed income and job security
to hotels, B&Bs and self-catering establish-
ments as well as shops and cafés.”

Residents of Eskdalemuir fear their peace and quiet will be shattered by
the sound of gunfire from the two shooting ranges if they go ahead

There are two retrospective planning applications for shooting ranges near Eskdalemuir



www.eladvertiser.co.ukEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser12 Thursday March 11, 2021

Times Past 

75 years: Border Rugby - Langholm tops the class

An interesting paragraph in connection with Border Rugby appeared in The Bulletin last week.
The item was in relation to goal-kicking, and it averred that generally speaking, Border teams def-
initely lacked good goal kickers. To substantiate this allegation, it was stated that only 18 of 
Hawick’s 68 tries had been converted, and Gala had fared a little better with 8 against Hawick’s 5.
Other Border sides, the paragraph, continued had not been much more successful with the exception
of Langholm, who were really at the “top of the class” with 15 conversions out of 34 tries registered.
Jedforest with 11 had the highest number of penalty goals among Border clubs. Selkirk could only
claim three conversions from 15 tries. Langholm’s record of nearly 50 per cent is principally due
to the excellent “marksmanship” of J.K Armstrong, the stand-off half, who has regularly assisted
the Langholm, XV since his recent demon from HM Navy.

50 years: Hill Rescue team called out – but girls were safe 

The failure of two teenage girls on a hill walk from Eskdalemuir to Wamphray, to reach an appointed
rendezvous with their instructor led to a rescue team search being organised at the weekend. The
girls were 19-year-old Moira Hunter and Joan Jack, both students at the Dunfermline College of Ed-
ucation and they had set off on Saturday from Garwaldshiels in Eskdalemuir to walk over the hills
to Wamphray, where they were to meet their new instructor near the Parish Church. Because of sud-
den change in the weather conditions, however, the girls decided to return to Eskdalemuir. When
they failed to come down from Wamphray Glen to the church, their instructor gave the alarm and a
combined team of police and rescue workers from Moffat made plans for a search of the hills.  But
after some delay owing to the difficulty of communications, news reached the rescue party that the
girls were safe at Garwaldshiels and the search was called off.

25 years: “You look a nice cuddly litte friend and you’re even younger
than me”
One-year-old Gillian McGimpsey meets up with one of the new born lambs at her mum and dad’s
De Mainholm Farm near Newcastleton. The pure-bred Texel lamb is just one of the second flock
to be bred by George and Gladys since they moved toe De Mainholm Farm just before Gillian
was born. Sheep have always been George’s hobby, for he still works full time for British Rail.
Since moving from Canonbie to De Mainholm he has continued farming part-time and now has
20 suckler cows, along with his Blackfaced and Texels. 

100 years: Death of the oldest inhabitant

The death occurred on Monday at 53 Eskdaill Street, where she lived with her daughter, of Mrs
Jane Copland. At the age of 91, Mrs Copland was the oldest inhabitant of Langholm. She was the
possessor of a robust constitution and enjoyed good health and all her faculties almost up to the
last, an attack of pneumonia during the past week being the immediate cause of her death. Mrs
Copland was a native of Lochmaben, being a widow of George Copland, tailor. She had a family
of five sons and three daughters and is survived by one son and two daughters, her descendants
numbering seven grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. 

One year old Gillian McGimpsey meets a new-born lamb at her mum and dad’s farm De Mainholm near
Newcasteton in March 1996

My Early Days
(continued)

There was a low step at the
rear where customers stood to
be served out of the rain.
It was quite large and accom-

modating. All of the vehicle
was used because there was no
area covered for an engine and
Jimmy Veitch walked beside
the horse as far as I can ascer-
tain. The horse wore a nose bag
at times to eat its meals and to
break the boredom.
Jimmy Veitch and his horse

were out in all weathers. Rain,
hail, sleet or snow. Mentioning
snow reminds me of the
driver’s other duties which
were varied and interesting. I
suppose each one was an envi-
ronmental disaster but things
are different today.
Jimmy looked after the horse,

handled bread, scones, cakes
and so on with no wash-hand
basin. He didn’t even have a
wet cloth on which to wipe his
hands. He was also the ambu-
lance man using the same horse
of course. Later I will tell you
of my trip in his ambulance.
My father was a full time

postman, and a part time mon-
umental mason though fully
qualified at his trade. He died in
1960 at the age of 79.
His great love and hobby was

singing. He was a member of

the Operatic Society sharing
many leading roles. He pos-
sessed a rare voice as lyric
tenor. 

Duettists
What I would give to have

been able to record him singing.
One song which was always a
request was “My love is like a
red, red rose”. In saying all that
I would include the ladies with
whom his duets were per-
formed. Duettists of the quality
of Nellie Turk, Mattie Young,
Mary Millar, Cathy Graham
and Jessie Beattie. I must not
forget probably the best all
round entertainer in the district,
Jock Hyslop. Endowed with a
fine baritone voice and the abil-
ity to act, recite and be a come-
dian, he really was a great
entertainer. He once made a

record on an old 75 rpm pitch
type disc – Bonnie Langholm
and A Wee Bit Toon.
Following on with music and

entertainers it might refresh
some memories and stir some
young people here and else-
where about the joy of being n
a choir. In 1938, I think I am
right with that date, there was a
band of 40 males, old and
young, got together and formed
the Langholm Male Voice
Choir. It did not last long be-
cause the war took most of the
singers into the services. That
was a terrible loss to this town.
I believe there must be a lot of
good singers still in this area to
form another because the plea-
sure to be in one and the joy to
others is worth all the
practicing.
Look back and see the top

singers of that era. Can’t some-
one regroup the young stars of
tomorrow? The talent is there.
Langholm has always been full
of it. This will apply wherever
there are young folk and it is the
best way to bring them together. 
My mother died 1972 aged 81.
I have mentioned my beloved

mother a few times, her coming
from a large family, at the bak-
ers van, etc., but she did have a
life of her own and lived it well.
She was well liked by those for
whom it was her pleasure to
work, or be a neighbour to. 

Mrs Richardson of Langholm nurses John Reid, one of her grandsons while Rena Beattie, a granddaughter
entertains at a family gathering in 1951

Memories and Milestones
We continue our serialisation of Tommy Beattie’s book

The author’s father 
Robert John Beattie
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The Dwindling Crofters by W Beattie, Caulside, May 2, 1990

In Caulside, langsyne, where crofters did dwell,
They carried their water frae a spring or a well,
Wi’ six or eight acres attached tae the cot’,
And a garden foreby, and that was their lot.
Wi’ Rhode Island hens, ye could hear the cocks craw,
Sae early in the morning, right along Caulside raw

Wi’ twa stirks and a cow a’ tied up in the byre,
And a pet lamb or two, they did oft times admire.
When their days work was done and getting long light,
The men could be seen in the garden at night,
And every crofter, good crops aye expected,
And never a garden was ever neglected.

They always grew turnips and mangold or kale,
And fed the stirks well for tae sell at the sale,
They walkit them a’ the lang road tae the mart,
The bit money they got, aye paid for the rent.
Haytime got easier when cut by machine,
Than swinging a scythe frae morning til e’en

And whiles lookin’ warily ower the dyke,
Tae siy if their neighbour had started tae pike.
When hay crops were poor they worked wi a will,
And cut bent wi’ the scythe on Whitlawside hill,
Good folk that they were they respected the Sundays,
Even hay ready tae pike, had tae wait tae the Monday.

Three dances were held every year in the school,
Tae a Herd and his fiddle, enjoyed tae the full,
And there’s nane could surpass them for dancing a reel,
Like the fair maids o’ Caulside and a handsome
young chiel.

But the rural life’s sair changed in Auld Caulside Raw,
And pleasures like dancing are sair fa’n awa’,
And as crofts become vacant, farmers come in,
And twa or three fields are aye put intae yin.
And the sweet scented meadows we never siy now,
For they’re a’ torn up and crushed wi’ the plough,

And we’ll never again siy the crofters auld cow,
That milkit sae well, wi’ the black and white brow.
So the crofters in Caulside are dwindling away,
As time takes its toll, they’ll be nane left some day,
Tis the end of an era and the folk that come after,
Can never be dear tae the soil,
like the crofter.

A poem lovely as a tree (from the poem Trees by Joyce Kilmer) at Rowanburnhead.  Photo by Gavin Graham of Langholm
Camera: iPhone SE

The E&L Gallery

Longcroft, Caulside, the home of Willie Beattie

Willie Beattie of Caulside

Photo Mike Yates

Waxing  lyrical.......... If you’ve put pen to paper and written a poem, please send it in. 
We’d be happy to publish it in our “Waxing Lyrical” section.

Send it to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk or pop it through the letterbox.
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Has spring sprung?New role
for MSP
SOUTH Scotland MSP Colin
Smyth has been appointed to a
new role in Scottish Labour’s
shadow cabinet.
Under newly-elected Scottish

Labour Party leader Anas Sarwar
MSP, Colin is now spokesperson
for constitution, Europe and 
external affairs.
He said: “I was delighted that

my friend Anas Sarwar has been
elected leader of the party.
“He has the experience, pres-

ence and determination to take
Labour forward.
“I was also pleased to have

been appointed spokesperson
for these areas. There are few
higher-profile issues.
“Brexit may have happened

but the fall-out will continue
for some time, not least in 
Dumfries and Galloway as a
result of businesses facing 
increased border checks when
sending goods to Northern 
Ireland via Cairnryan.
“Given that our region borders

northern England, Scotland’s
constitutional future will 
arguably have more of an impact
on this region than any other
part of Scotland.
“I’ll use my role to ensure the

people of the south west have a
voice at the very heart of the
debate on Scotland’s future.
“It will be my role to set out

Labour’s alternative to the SNP’s
independence and the Tories 
attempts to suck powers back
to Westminster.”

____________________

Apprentice
drive
SOUTH of Scotland Enterprise
(SOSE) is to employ 12 Modern
Apprentices and intern place-
ments as part of an ambitious
recruitment drive.
Six Modern Apprenticeships

will be open to all young people
in the South of Scotland and
successful candidates will have
the chance to work in several
directorates in SOSE to help it
deliver on a range of diverse
projects.
There will also be six intern

placements which it hopes to
recruit over the summer.
Jane Morrison-Ross, chief 

executive, said: “Modern 
Apprenticeships give us, as an
employer, many benefits, 
including training to meet our
needs, creating a diverse work-
force and developing talented
workers.
“As the economic and com-

munity development agency,
we’re here to do great things
with the people of the south
and deliver lasting change.”

AFTER what feels like a very long winter, it has been wonder-
ful to hear the honey bees in the garden, visiting the snowdrops,
crocus and hellebores on some of the recent sunny days.

It’s a hint of the longer,
warmer days to come and they
will be very welcome.
All the plants are poised,

ready for action and, while
some do take a little longer than
others to wake from their win-
ter slumbers, like Primula
florindae, the giant Himalayan
cowslip, is never in a hurry to
put its leaves above soil level, it
just needs the temperature to 
increase slightly for a mad rush
of growth to begin.
Before all that soft, new 

foliage appears is an ideal time
to finish tidying up beds and
borders, removing any old
growth from last year which
has been left over the winter 
because this could harbour
slugs which will enjoy those
fresh, new shoots.
It’s surprising how many

weeds could be hiding in there,
too, along with seedlings from
plants you would like to keep.
Get the weeds out now before

they get going and either trans-
plant the seedlings to where
you would like them to grow or
pot them up and grow them on
before planting them back out
in the garden later in the spring
or summer once they are a bit
bigger and more robust.

Seedlings
I’ve been cutting back the old,

tatty foliage from Helleborus x
hybridus and have found
dozens of seedlings surround-
ing each plant.
I could leave them to grow

where they are but the patch
will soon get very crowded so
I’ll pot them up individually
and keep them in those until
they reach flowering size in a
few years.
Having left the bees to do the

cross-pollinating, I don’t know

what the resultant seedlings
will be like but I hope they will
all be good enough to go back
into the garden.
The ground is slowly warm-

ing so it’s okay to lift and divide
clumps of hardy perennials, 
including grasses.
Dividing and replanting now

gives the plants the whole
growing season to re-establish
and ornamental grasses in par-
ticular will tend to rot if divided
in the autumn so this is the per-
fect time.
Some plants are really easy to

split, the clumps coming apart
with little effort but others such
as hostas and astilbe can be 
really tough.

Bread knife
Don’t be afraid to get a bit

rough with them. I’ve sliced up
many a clump with my old
bread knife and the plants
haven’t suffered at all.
Just make sure there is a

crown with either some new
growth showing or buds and a
decent amount of root. It may
seem brutal but it works.
There is plenty of work to be

done elsewhere, with seeds to
sow and the seedlings to prick
out and pot on.
I’ve been growing tomatoes,

peppers and leeks on a win-
dowsill propagating tray where
they have all germinated well
and are ready to be potted up 
individually and kept growing
on somewhere warm.
In the unheated greenhouse

the first of the hardy perennial
seedlings are coming through.
Some, like Trollius hondoen-

sis, needed a period of chilling
in the seed tray to germinate so
they were sown late last year.
Others, like Meconopsis rudis

and Lupins were sown just a

few weeks ago and have 
responded to the recent warmth
by sending up their soft seed
leaves, a welcome snack for
slugs at this time of year.
I try not to use slug pellets but

do resort to them in the green-
house because it is pet and
wildlife proof, apart from the
slugs, that is.
As soon as those first, fresh,

seed leaves appear, it’s time to
deploy whichever slug control
methods you use because they
can mow a tray of seedlings
overnight and, unlike mature
plants, which can produce more
leaves if attacked by pests, once
the seedlings have been
chomped, that is it.
All you can hope for is that

not all the seeds germinated and
there are still more to come.
Or you can just sow some

more seeds. That’s the great
thing about this time of year;
we’re just at the start of the
growing season and there is so
much to look forward to.

Gardening columnist Helen Knowles asks the same question

Crocus

Helleborus x hybridusHelleborus ‘Penny’s Pink’ Meconopsis rudis

Astilbe ‘Peach Blossom’

IN BRIEF



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie
DG14 0UY

t. 013873 71773
m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS

CUMBRIA METALS
FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED
Wire ● Tin

Machinery ● Lorries
Cars ● Vans

and all other scrap metal
Big or small

we remove it all
Registered Dealer

Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

COMPLAINTS

TO LET

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM
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ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER
COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in
The Eskdale and Liddesdale Advertiser, please
come into the office on Langholm High Street and
speak to the editor, Rachel Norris.
Alternatively, please contact the Company Secretary 
by email – secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk  
or by writing to:-  The Company Secretary

Muckle Toon Media
Ashley Bank House
Langholm  DG13 0AN

E&L
JOBS
Advertise your 

vacancies in the

E&L 
Advertiser

013873 80012 |
sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
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Advertise in the E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised how little it costs!

An advert this size, 5cm x 2 columns,
will only cost £15 + VAT each for 12 inserts.
This can include your logo or other graphic

and can be designed in-house.
Contact 013873 80012 for details.

Scottish
Rural

Development
Programme

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
is part funded by

Dumfriesshire East
Community Benefit Group
and charitable trusts and individuals 

from the community of Langholm.

SUPPORT

POST OFFICE TIMES

LANGHOLM 
TOWN HALL 

(inside)
WEDNESDAYS
10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS
9am - 2pm

Access through rear door

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

PUBLIC NOTICES

AUTO SERVICES

LIDDESDALE GARAGE NEWCASTLETON
A VILLAGE GARAGE  OFFERING A 21st CENTURY SERVICE!

MOT Tests Body Repairs inc Insurance Work 
Servicing / Repairs ▪ Quotations available 

We can carry out services
without affecting manufacturers' warranties.

Tyres ▪ Exhausts ▪ Batteries
Diagnostics ▪Air Conditioning.

Bert Leishman Phone: 013873 75341 email: robert.leishm@btinternet.com

BORDER AUTO
SERVICES
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Sports News
Thursday March 11, 2021

Sponsored by KELSO RACES

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
MONDAY 22ndMARCH
behind closed doors

01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Horseracing
AT £75,000, the bet365 Morebattle 
Hurdle may have boasted the highest
prize fund at Kelso last Saturday
but Cloth Cap grabbed the national
headlines.
He produced the perfect preparation

for his attempt to give owner Trevor
Hemmings his fourth Grand National
at Aintree next month when impressing
in the listed bet365 Premier Chase.
Ridden by Tom Scudamore, he

jumped his way to a seven-length vic-
tory over Aso.
Jonjo O’Neill’s gelding is now as short

as 5-1 for the Aintree marathon on 
April 10.

The winning jockey said: “I was pretty
pleased with that. He did all the right
things again and, like at Newbury in
the Ladbrokes Trophy, he jumped for
fun.
“I’m looking forward to Aintree tremen-

dously and I’m sure he’ll give me a
great spin.” 
The Shunter will be chasing a

£100,000 bonus at Cheltenham later
this month after the 5-2 favourite landed
the bet365 Morebattle Hurdle for Irish
trainer Emmet Mullins.
The six-figure jackpot will be scooped

should he win any race at the festival
and the eight-year-old holds entries for
five different races over the four-day
extravaganza.

“He stays pretty well but I found myself
a bit further back than I ideally wanted
to be,” said winning jockey Alain 
Cawley.
“I’d say he will have a go at the bonus

alright and probably his regular man
Brian Hayes will be back on board at
Cheltenham.”
My Drogo showed plenty of class for

Dan and Harry Skelton in the bet365
Grade 2 Premier Hurdle, another of
the feature races on the richest card
ever staged at the Borders track.
Trainer Dan Skelton, making his first

visit to Kelso, said afterwards: “He’s a
lovely horse and he will go chasing
next season.

Aintree
“We took him out of Cheltenham and

he will go to Aintree instead.
We’ve had a few winners here but I

haven’t been personally.
“They’ve done a grand job with the

track and the level of prize money
stands up to the highest scrutiny.” 
Ryan Mania completed a double on

Fourth Of July, trained by Mike Smith,
and on Sandy Thomson’s Cedar Hill,
who gained his third course win in only
four visits to Kelso.
There are two further meetings at

Kelso this month: Monday, March 22
and Saturday, March 27.
While no spectators are permitted at

sporting events, the racecourse exec-
utive is awaiting further news in relation
to the prospect of being able to admit
members of the public later in the year.

The deadline for submitting DGMilesforSmiles forms is next Monday

#DGMiles 
for Smiles

Olympics
ANNANDALE and Eskdale
Active Schools & Commu-
nity Sport is urging schools
and families to take part in
a national activity focused
on this summer’s Olympic
and Paralympic Games.
The team want pupils 

to tell them what school
they're from and how far their
team has travelled during the
Travel to Tokyo initiative. 
Travel to Tokyo is a pro-

gramme for schools and com-
munities and is designed to
help children and their fami-
lies get active together, try

new things and, most impor-
tantly, have fun.
It’s all about team spirit and

building a habit of physical
activity rather than focusing
on competition.

Inspiration
The challenge uses the in-

spiration of the Tokyo Olympic
and Paralympic Games, 
encouraging children to explore
different cultures around the
world and the preparations
athletes make as they begin
their journey towards Tokyo.
Travelling in school teams,

children will gain kilometres
by logging their physical activity

on the Travel to Tokyo web-
site.
It’s also about getting active

at home as well as in school
so teams will travel more 
quickly by logging activity with
their family.
By taking part, pupils will

grow in confidence and learn
vital skills such as teamwork
and resilience as well as have
the chance to win exciting
prizes along the way.
Teams will take the tourist

route, travelling 47,349 kilo-
metres and stopping off en
route at cities which have host-
ed or will soon host an Olympic
and Paralympic Games.

DGMilesforSmiles
THE deadline for children to complete and send
their DGMilesforSmiles forms is next Monday.
The challenge has been promoted by Annandale

and Eskdale Active Schools & Community Sport
during lockdown.
Many participants have already completed the

end-of-challenge mileage form to register for their
certificates and water bottles, which are for children
only.
But if anyone has not yet done so, they are asked

to make sure they do this by clicking the link and
completing the form at tinyurl.com/18wkhw9l
All water bottles for completed forms will be

delivered through the schools after Easter.

Cloth Cap ahead
of the rest at Kelso

Cloth Cap, ridden by Tom Scudamore, wins by seven lengths in last Saturday’s Premier Chase

E&L
SPORT

Travel to Tokyo initiative

The Travel to Tokyo initiative is designed to help children and 
their families get active together


