
THe size and scope of the redevelop-
ment of the Townfoot Sports Centre
may be reduced to overcome two sub-
stantial obstacles.

The site has been identified as being at
medium to high risk from flooding,
which would result in an objection from
Dumfries and Galloway Council.

The other issue is that in this difficult
financial climate it will be harder to
attract funders, particularly if there is
potential for flooding.

A project review concluded that, despite
the challenges, there is still an opportunity
to redevelop the existing building.

The working group plans to look at
possible changes to the project, for 
example, by reducing the size and scope
of the development to improve the
chances of a successful planning appli-
cation and capital funding support.

The design feasibility study for the 
redevelopment of the centre had been

completed and had successfully developed
three initial design layout options, each
with associated capital cost plans.

These included bold and innovative
designs which met the aspirations of the
community who took part in a survey.

The centre would include a bigger pool
with a changing village, outdoor tennis
courts, a gym, squash court, soft play
area, boulder wall, a social area with
vending machines and other options.

The project was taken on by 
the Langholm Initiative, together with
the building’s owner, Ashleybank 
Investments, after Edinburgh Woollen
Mill closed it two years ago.

Campbell Scott, chairman of the work-
ing group, said: “The feasibility study
has identified a number of challenges.

“These must be addressed before the
project can move forward.

“One key issue is that the development
site has been identified as being on a

floodplain, with a medium to high risk
of flooding.

“This, in turn, has raised objections
from the council during the pre-planning

application assessment survey.
“Another important concern is that a

full redevelopment will cost about £4m.
> Turn to Page 2
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Brexit trade deal
damaging farmers

EVIDENCE that Brexit is
damaging farmers and the food
industry in southern Scotland
has been relayed to the Scottish
parliament’s culture, tourism,
Europe and external affairs
committee.
Full story: Page 

The evergreen
gardener

IT’S winters like this one
which really make you appre-
ciate evergreen plants.
They provide colour and
structure in the garden at a
time when there is little else.
Full story: Page 14

Full story: Page 

Sports centre redesign
is to be scaled back 

Jilly’s romantic recipe
LANGHOLM’S MASTERCHEF COOKS UP A VALENTINE’S TREAT: PAGE 9

An artist’s impression of one of the three designs put together as part of the feasibility study

Online Subscriptions to
the E&L Advertiser 

now available from only
£1 per week

A new way to read the
‘Langholm Paper’.

Published weekly and
available to read anytime

and anywhere 
using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet 

and laptop.
log on to

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

A bigger swimming pool with a changing village is one of the options for the redesign



A HORSE nearly died after people
thoughtlessly fed her treats, despite
her owner asking them not to.
Chloe Milligan’s mare, Abbi, had to
be treated by a vet over several days
before she began to recover.
When the vet was first called, Abbi
was showing signs of colic and over
the week she developed an impaction
in her gut.
The horse, which is kept just outside
Langholm, has had to be tubed on six
occasions and took a few days to 
recover.
After her first treatment, she was kept
in her field because it is better for a
horse to be outside eating grass and
moving around than be kept indoors.
Chloe said: “She is fed carrots by dif-
ferent people every day and after she
got colic, this caused an impaction be-
cause they wouldn’t stop.
“I know who some of them are and I
asked them not to but they don’t under-
stand and keep doing it.
“I thought if I publicised the problem
in the paper, people would read it and it
would get their attention. I don’t know
how to stop them. 

Some horses can be allergic to car-
rots.”
Allyson Ross of Ark Veterinary Centre
in Lockerbie said it was important for
the mare to be outside.
She said: “We were trying to starve
her but people kept on feeding her
which made her condition worse so she
had to go in her stable.
“We would rather she was out on
grass walking around when it’s impaction
colic. It can help move things along
and grass is more digestible.
“She was in a field next to the road
and people were calling her and she
came down to them because they were
feeding her carrots.
“It was not helping the situation. People
don’t realise how severe an impact it
can have. Some horses are on special,
low-sugar diets.
“If a horse has had laminitis and people
feed them carrots and apples, it can
recur because of the sugar.
“Do not feed horses anything unless
you have the owner’s permission. Some
horses are allergic to apples. Cut grass
will also cause colic because it’s too
rich for them.”
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Reduced project
> From Page 1

“It is likely that raising this sum will
be extremely challenging during the
pandemic and in the current economic
climate, especially when the floodplain
issue might make potential funders cau-
tious of supporting the development.
“The group provided a project review
and status update to its governance 
review team last month.
“The review concluded that, despite
the challenges, there is still an oppor-
tunity to redevelop the existing building
and the working group plans to look at
possible changes to the project, for 
example, by reducing the size and scope
of the development to improve the
chances of a successful planning 
application and capital funding sup-
port.
“The governance team agreed it was

appropriate to close this phase of the
project and were supportive of the work
to date and recognised the challenges
for the project.
“The working group understands that,
while a reduced scope project may not
fully meet the original project aspira-
tions, a smaller and phased development
would still contribute positively to 
regeneration as well as, more impor-
tantly, benefit the community’s well-
being.
“In the coming weeks and months
the group will consider potential design
options and funding needs and the long-
term financial sustainability of the 
redevelopment.
“We wish to express our thanks to
the project funders for their continued
support and to Robert Potter and Partners
for the excellent work undertaken during
the study.”

Do not feed
Horse nearly dies from treats

Church Notices
Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257 CANONBIE UNIT-
ED & LIDDESDALE
PARISH CHURCHES
Although Covid-19 has
meant our doors are closed
we remain available to of-
fer support where we can.
Please contact the Session
Clerks on 013873 25255
or
canonbiechurch@gmail.com.
Canonbie Treasurer Fiona
Smith has received the
new weekly offering en-
velopes. If you would like
to receive yours or wish
to donate by bank transfer
please contact her on
013873 71616 or fiona-
smith2402@gmail.com for
details.

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

With no services the
church is getting little or
no income.
If you wish to donate by
making a bank transfer
please contact the trea-
surer, David Johnstone,
on the phone numbers
below and he will supply
necessary details.

Tel: 013873 80859.
Mobile. 07543 179469

Charity no. SCO11946

All Services
CANCELLED
until further notice

All Services
CANCELLED
until further notice

share the news of any..........
• engagements
• marriages
• anniversaries
• births
• thank yous
• congratulations

Contact us on 013873 80012
catherine.greer@eladvertiser.co.uk

Deaths

Chloe Milligan has asked passers-by not to feed treats to Abbi

GEDDES
The family of the late Stella Geddes would like to
thank everyone, for their kind messages of
support, sympathy, cards, flowers and donations
made on Stella’s behalf to Cancer Research UK.
Our sincere and grateful thanks to Mum’s carers,
all those who helped and for the support given to
the family for the loss of our dear mother. We
would like to thank most sincerely all Doctors and
Staff at Langholm Health Centre, District Nurses,
The Oncology Unit at Dumfries Royal Infirmary
and staff at the Chemist for their never ending
compassion, support and advice. 
Our sincere and grateful thanks also to David
Erskine and family for their compassionate and
dignified funeral arrangements, Celebrant Jean
Martindale, Roucan Loch Crematorium and
Cochranes Nurseries, Longtown for their beautiful
floral wreath arrangement. Thank you to all those
who braved the weather on 26th January 2021 to
pay their respects as the hearse drove past. It
was very appropriate that 1000’s of geese also
gave Stella a ‘fly past’ on her last journey. Stella
Geddes - a much loved lady,full of character and
who had engaged with many local clubs, events
and charities will be sadly missed. 
Jean, Bill, Barbara, Carole and families. 

Thanks for Sympathy

DRYSDALE

Jacky and Louis would like to say a sincere thank
you to everyone who has sent love, sympathy
and condolences following the death of Alex
Drysdale. The respect, affection and care shown
for Alex by so many individuals has been over-
whelming. A special thanks to the carers and
medical staff who looked after him over the past
2 years. 
Thank you 

HOTSON

Margaret, née Rae
Peacefully passed away on 3rd February at
Dumfries Royal Infirmary aged 77.
Beloved wife of James, loving mother of Kevan,
Pauline and Steven and a proud Grandmother
Funeral service to be held in Langholm Cemetery
on Thursday 11th at 12.30pm
Covid 19 regulations apply.

Hedley & Turnbull Funeral Directors
07896 557941

WAITT

Peacefully on 2nd February 2021 at Dumfries
Infirmary, 
John Henry Waitt, Greenbank, Langholm, beloved
husband of the late Wilma, dear father of Sheila,
Douglas, Rob, Steven and much loved 
grandfather and great-grandfather.
Interred Langholm Cemetery 10th February
2021.

HALL

Peacefully after a long illness, on 3rd February
2021 in Burnfoot Care Home, Thomas (Tom)
Hall, formerly of Crosdale, Canonbie, dear
husband of the late Kathleen (Kate) née Devlin,
a much loved father and grandfather.

Funeral private due to current circumstances.
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BFA plan
welcomed
TWO of Langholm’s key organi-
sations have welcomed a proposal
to convert the former Border Fine
Arts building in Langholm into a
multi-purpose social enterprise
and visitor centre.
The developer, The Stevenson

Trust, plans to host business start-
ups, artists’ studios, an exhibition
venue, retail units and a restaurant,
among other ideas.
A statement from the board of

the Langholm Alliance said: “The
Langholm Community Action
Plan puts an emphasis on the 
redevelopment of vacant premises
in the town for positive ends.
“We welcome the proposal to

reinvent the former Border Fine
Arts site as Auld Langholm Station
and we’re excited about the job
creation and visitor influx it
promises.
“We will continue to work with

The Stevenson Trust and all 
potential tenants to ensure the 
development benefits the whole
community and offers a fitting
welcome to the Muckle Toon for
visitors old and new.”
Margaret Pool, who chairs the

Langholm Initiative, said: “We’re
very excited about it.
“We’re fully supportive of any

development which can improve
its appearance and be a visitor 
attraction in the town.”
Councillor Ronnie Tait added:

“Bringing back empty buildings
in Langholm into use can only be
a positive step.
“I’m sure there will be some

concerns from some of the existing
traders in the High Street but I’m
sure the development will increase
the footfall in the town as with
other projects which have started
in Langholm and the Eskdale 
valley.”

___________________

Rugby club
camping
THERE are no objections from
the council’s planning authority
to The Camping and Caravanning
Club, based in Coventry, setting
up a temporary camping and car-
avan site at Langholm RUFC’s
ground at Milntown from July 27
to August 2.

Eskdale virus cases
greatly suppressed 
The number of people with COVID-19 has fallen to zero to two

CASES of COVID-19 in
Langholm and Eskdale are
now officially “suppressed”.
According to the latest figures,

in the seven days up to last
Saturday there were zero to
two cases, a dramatic fall from
the previous few weeks.
The worst area in Annandale

and Eskdale was Annan East
with 13 cases followed by nine
in Lockerbie.
There were three in Gretna

and zero to two in Annandale
East, Eastriggs, Annandale West
and Moffat.
In Dumfries and Galloway

there were 125 cases which
equalled 84 for every 100,000
people.
It was reported on Tuesday

that in Scotland there were 822
new cases in the previous 24
hours and 58 reported deaths
of people who had tested posi-
tive.
It was also revealed that

928,122 people has received
their first vaccination and 12,257
received their second dose
Five central locations are being

used to vaccinate people aged
65 to 69. They are in Lockerbie,
Dumfries, Dalry, Newton 
Stewart and Stranraer.
These vaccinations are being

done at the same time but sep-

arately from those given to peo-
ple aged 70 to 79 and those
who are shielding, for which a
mixed model combination of
larger and smaller venues is
being employed.
People aged 65 to 69 are 

receiving invitations to the five
venues to receive their jabs
which will help to speed up
the roll-out of vaccinations.

Progress
Julie White, Dumfries and

Galloway Health and Social
Care Partnership chief officer,
said: “Excellent progress has
been made in rolling out vac-
cinations, maintaining a pace
which matches the availability
of vaccine supplies and is in
line with national schedules.
“This move to start vaccinat-

ing people aged 65 to 69 is
being made possible through
an increased availability of vac-
cine supplies and careful 
logistical management of these
stocks.
“It does not affect the sched-

ules for everyone aged 70 to
79 and those who are shielding.
Most people in this group get
their first jab by February 14.
“This is the biggest vaccina-

tion campaign we’ve done and
we appreciate some people will
have to travel.
“We hope everyone works

with us to ensure as many are
vaccinated as quickly as possible
to get the level of protection
which vaccinations provide.”
NHS staff will ring people

aged 65 to 69 and invite them
to attend a vaccination in one

of the five towns. The town
will be determined by the lo-
cation of their own medical
practice.
Centralising vaccinations for

this cohort maximises the num-
bers being vaccinated.
Everyone yet to get an 

appointment is asked to be 
patient and not get in touch.
It is crucial that, once they

are vaccinated, they continue
to protect themselves, their
loved ones and communities
by following the national guid-
ance.

Self-isolate
This means wearing face-

coverings, maintaining hand
hygiene and physical distanc-
ing.
They should self-isolate and

arrange a COVID-19 test if 
experiencing any symptoms.

Arrangements for other
groups, as identified by the
Scottish government, will be
provided in due course.
Information on vaccinations

is through the national helpline,
open from 8am to 8pm seven
days a week, on 0800 030 8013. 

People benefiting from care
at home services and their fam-
ilies are being asked to support
the work being done at this
very challenging time. 
This includes a request for

people using these services to
wear face-coverings when pos-
sible, even if this means wearing
them in their own homes.
It includes a call for families

to be as open and supportive
as possible to any short-term
proposals from service providers
to ensure the most effective use
of resources.
She said: “COVID-19 con-

tinues to present a real chal-
lenge.
“We face all the additional

problems posed by the coron-
avirus with the same number
of staff we had before the out-
break and this is putting a con-
siderable strain on our system.
“Carers in people’s homes

wear PPE, including face-
coverings to protect those who
benefit from the service. 

Protect
“Those clients can help protect

staff by simply wearing a face-
covering.
“It may seem strange to do

this in your own home but staff
have no option but to venture
into homes every day.
“Where possible, we’d ask

people to support carers by
wearing a mask during their
visits.
“As a matter of course, anyone

receiving care at home, who
has been diagnosed with
COVID-19, has to wear a spe-
cific mask during visits. The
masks are supplied by the part-
nership.”
She added: “If families intend

to give extra support to a loved
one, we would appreciate it if
they told us. 
“The welfare of people within

their care are the priority for
staff and I would like to express
a sincere appreciation for the
work they do during very chal-
lenging circumstances and for
the support they have received
from the people they help and
their families.”

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Owned by the Community : Published for the  Community

Julie White: “Excellent progress has been made in rolling out 
vaccinations in Dumfries and Galloway”

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

AN ESKDALE member 
of the Scottish Youth 
Parliament joined two other
members for a virtual meet-
ing with four Dumfries and
Galloway politicians.

Dumfriesshire’s MSYP
Cameron Greer, a Langholm
Academy pupil who lives in
Claygate, was joined by
Hannah Birse, representing
Galloway, and Halime Yildiz,
also Dumfriesshire.

A wide variety of current
issues and ideas were dis-
cussed during the video
meeting.

They had the opportunity
to chat with Westminster rep-
resentatives Dumfries and
Galloway MP Alister Jack,
Secretary of State for 
Scotland, and Dumfriesshire,

Clydesdale and Tweeddale
MP David Mundell, a former
UK Cabinet member.

Giving a Scottish perspec-
tive were Dumfriesshire MSP
Oliver Mundell and Galloway
and West Dumfries MSP 
Finlay Carson.

Among the topics covered
were combating climate
change, reducing landfill and
plastic usage, the child rights
bill going through the Scottish
parliament.

They also dicussed ideas
for future pupil assessment
after exam cancellations
caused by the pandemic.

The MPs and MSPs were
briefed on a new national
manifesto based on work and
consultation by the SYP and
an update by the MSYPs on

Dumfries and Galloway Youth
Council.

The politicians thanked their
young counterparts for their
contributions and urged them
to contact them about issues,
on which they might be able
to help.

Question time for young politicians

Discussing young people’s issues in Scotland are Hannah Birse and David
Mundell (top); Halime Yildiz, Alister Jack and Cameron Greer (centre) and
Oliver Mundell and Finlay Carson (bottom)



By Larry Martin 
of Langholm

WHILE I am not the car 
enthusiast I once was, I have
owned, in my time, a lot of
cars, many of them new,
many second-hand and the
odd one or two I should just
have taken straight to the
scrapyard.
My first car was an HRG and
I know you will be thinking
“never heard of it”.
The HRG was named after H
R Godfrey, a motor engineer
who produced sports cars from
the mid-1930s to mid-1950s
and used Singer engines in
1100cc and 1500cc models.
My 1947 model had the
1100cc engine. In its heyday it
could do 73mph and a 0-60mph
in 24 seconds and it did 33mpg.
The HRG had a chassis which
resembled two railway lines
and the body was made of alu-
minium.
Near to the driver’s legs was
a tee handle which was used to
adjust the cable brakes.
As the brakes faded, the tee
handle was turned for one rev-
olution, then periodically,
maybe two weeks, the cables to
the drum brakes were tightened
but first the tee handle was
screwed fully anti-clockwise.
The first time I did this, I just
put the handbrake on, car out of
gear, got behind the car and
pushed it. It never moved.
I had forgotten about kinetic
energy and at the first time of
applying the brakes, the car just
carried on.
The engine had an internal
water leak and, to get the car to
run for a week, I had to add rad-
weld.
The leak was in the cylinder
head and it became another
weekly task to take off the cylin-
der head and change the head
gasket.

It was an overhead cam engine
so it was a case of securing the
chain and not letting it drop so,
with luck, retiming was not nec-
essary.
I decided to take the head to
Truegrind to get the head
skimmed. This was an improve-
ment but not a cure so I decided
to put two gaskets on and, hey
presto, no more leaks, at least
from the engine.
Now I could venture further
afield and went to a dance at the
Assembly Rooms in Dumfries.
I offered to take a girl home
and in those days that meant
dropping the girl at her door.
We arranged to meet the next
weekend. When I collected her,
we set off but hadn’t gone far
when a carburettor sprung a leak
and we were getting 
fumigated.

Romance
Not a good start to a romance
and it was a wet night as well.
The floor of the car was made
of wooden boards and every
puddle I drove through forced
the water to shoot up between
the boards and soak us both.
I can’t think why but when I
got her home, she said thank you
and we won’t meet again.
A few weeks later I decided to
change the car and traded it in
for a Vauxhall Victor.
It was three years old when I
got it and they were notoriously
prone to rusting.
The rust eventually caused the
rear wings to flap when in mo-
tion so I fixed them with fibre-
glass reinforcing.
In those days a girl would
often say “is it your car?” and it
always impressed them when I
said yes. I met Jessie and she
never asked “is it your car?”.
I asked her whether she could
drive and she replied “yes, and I
drove to the dance in my dad’s

new Morris 1000”.
But I must really have 
impressed her with or without
the car because we got married
and over the years she has
driven most of my 100 plus cars.
As a qualified advanced driver,
they were in safe hands.
In my 60 years of motoring it
has been interesting to see cars
develop but I never thought that

one day I would get a text mes-
sage sent from and by my car to
tell me that my starter battery
charge status was critical and
that was before it failed to start
because of a flat battery.
If I pass on only one thing I
learned a long time ago, it is 
always keep the top half of the
fuel tank filled. It is cheaper than
filling from the bottom half.
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More motoring memories

Larry exchanged his HRG 1100 for
a Vauxhall Victor

Larry’s first car was a 1947 HRG 1100, a little-known British sports car

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508

Vote over flood plan

An artist’s impression of the proposed flood defences on Elizabeth Street, Langholm

LANGHOLM, Ewes and Westerkirk
community council has voted strongly
in favour of continuing to engage with
Dumfries and Galloway Council’s
flood risk management team over the
town’s flood defences proposal.
The community council met in private
last October but published its minutes
only this week.
It met in private because of COVID-
19 restrictions but invited residents to
submit questions beforehand.
It also voted six to two in favour of
continuing to encourage public engage-
ment, while awaiting the result of the
environmental impact statement, a 
presentation to the community council
and a public consultation.
It would then look to support the con-
cerns of residents who were directly 

affected by any proposed defences.
An email was received from Langholm
flood defence review group with several
detailed questions.
These were outside the council’s remit
and were forwarded to councillors Archie
Dryburgh and Ronnie Tait as well as
the flood risk management team.
Another email was received from
Dawn Lamb about the flood defence
review group, pointing out that this was
not a public forum group but campaign
group which did not speak for all 
members of the community.
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
proposes to build a one in 200-year
scheme at a cost of nearly £10m.
The plan includes walls with glass
panels, along with embankments and
an overflow channel in Buccleuch Park.
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Operation to change
boy’s life costs £25k

Club walk
delayed
LANGHOLM Rotary Club will
be unable to hold its annual
umbrella walk this spring 
because of the current COVID-
19 restrictions.
Last year's walk was held in
the autumn and, despite the
challenging weather on the day,
proved successful.
Although the club is obviously
at the behest of COVID-19 and
the associated laws which come
with it, it intends to hold the
walk this autumn again if it is
possible, with a view to making
this permanent for future years.
The club will issue updates
once the picture becomes clear-
er.

____________________

COVID-19
breaches
NEWCASTLETON residents,
who want to report breaches of
COVID-19 rules, should contact
the police themselves and not
try to report incidents through
the community council.

Joshua turned down in Scotland but Liverpool hospital steps in
HE IS always “smiling and
cracking jokes” but faces daily
treatment and pain as a child
with cerebral palsy.
Joshua Graham, seven, of
Canonbie, who attends the pri-
mary school, is now raising
funds for a crucial operation at
a Liverpool hospital.
Joshua lives with his parents,
Michelle and Iain and sister,
Edith.
The online fundraising is
through Just4Childen and the
life-changing operation Selective
Dorsal Rhizotomy (SDR)  will
help with his independence and
mobility.
The operation costs £21,000
and Joshua’s target is £25,000
to help with post-operative treat-
ment and equipment. So far, he
has raised £18,358.
He was born two months early,
weighing only 3lb 14oz.
Aged one, he was sent for an
MRI scan because he wasn’t
reaching milestones.
This revealed he had cerebral

palsy and, as time went on, we
learnt this type was diplegic,
affecting Joshua’s legs. 
“Joshua has a love of life and
is always smiling and cracking
jokes.
“Physiotherapy and stretching
are daily in his life. He goes
through such a lot from early
morning stretches and muscle
strengthening exercises before
school and all repeated during
the day.

Distressed
“Occasionally, Joshua can
wake in the night distressed and
upset with extremely painful
cramp in his leg muscles. This
is awful for us all.” 
The surgery reduces spasticity
in the lower limbs and is effec-
tive in treating spasticity by cut-
ting the nerve rootlets in the
spinal canal which are sending
abnormal signals to the mus-
cles.
SDR is intended to improve
quality of life and/or mobility
in children affected by it.” 

Michelle said: “It has been a
long process in getting to this
stage, starting when Joshua was
only two.
“Unfortunately, after many
tests, assessments and meetings
over the years, it was decided

that Joshua did not fit the strict
criteria for SDR in Scotland.
“We didn’t let that stop us. We
went for a second opinion at
Alder Hey Children’s Hospital
where they said it was a no
brainer and would perform the

life-changing operation on Joshua.
“But, because we live in 
Scotland, we don’t qualify under
NHS England’s criteria and must
fund the operation ourselves. 

Specialist
“Further funds would be used
for the important post-operative
period, of which a minimum of
two years’ intense physio is
needed.
“Joshua may need specialist
equipment in the coming years,
too. 
We believe SDR would give
Joshua the best quality of life
possible.”
Just4Children is passionate
about the relief of sickness and
preservation of good physical
and mental health in children
and young people aged under
25 who live in the UK and 
Ireland.

For more details about
Joshua’s fundraising go to
https://www.justgiving.com/
campaign/JoshuasSDRJourney

IN BRIEF

CONGRATULATIONS TO
Canonbie P1/2/3 pupils who
have earned an RSPB Gold Wild 
Challenge award.
The award will go towards the

ECO schools flag for 2020/21.
The Wild Challenge award is a

specially developed suite of 
activities for schools to engage
children with nature and provide
practical learning opportunities.
The scheme supports school-

based learning and enables pupils
to apply curriculum knowledge
and skills.
It also helps them to develop 

resilience and sense of agency
through outdoor learning.
There are 24 activities to choose

from, each helping children to
connect with and learn about 
nature.
There are bronze, silver and

gold awards to achieve depending
on how many activities participants
do.
The activities are divided into

two sections: Help nature; and
Experience nature.
To earn each award, pupils must

complete six activities made up
of three from the Help nature sec-
tion and three from the Experience
nature section.

David Mundell MP 
Member of Parliament for Dumfriesshire, Clydesdale & Tweeddale

CONSTITUENCY SURGERY

Friday 12th  
February 
12pm - 4pm
I am very pleased to offer 
surgery appointments by 
telephone and Zoom for 
video chat.  

If there are any issues you 
think I can help with, please 
do get in touch for a time 
slot. 

To book a time, please call 01683 222746  
or e-mail david@davidmundell.com.

WORKING HARD FOR YOU

Joshua Graham of Canonbie is raising money for a life-changing operation

It’s gold for Canonbie!

Well done to Canonbie pupils for earning their Wild Challenge gold
award from the RSPB
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Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

6 Thursday February 11, 2021

C&D Auction Marts Ltd had forward
3,068 store hoggs, cast ewes and rams
at the sale at Longtown on Tuesday,
February 2.
A better show of hoggs attracted the

usual buyers, who were eager for supplies.
Trade was easily the best of the season,
with numbers short of demand. Top £132
& £127 for Texels from Lingey Field,
others to £126 Channel Well; Beltex to
£124 from High Parkfoot & Broomhills,
£123 & £122 Mains of Collin; Suffolks
to £116 & £110 Sandvilla, £113 Wydon
Eals, £108 Broomhills; Greyfaces to
£116 Lyne Farm, £109 Wydon Eals,
£105 Old Police House; Cheviot Mules
to £104 White Knowe; North Country
Cheviots to £100 Sandvilla; Hill Cheviots
to £100 Satchells; Blackfaces to £97
Glenshanna, £95 Riskinhope Trust, £93
Balker Farms, £90 Nether Place; Wood-
lands to £75 Smales Farm; Swaledales
to £67 Shield; Herdwicks to £67 Aller-
beck.
Feeding ewes still very dear. Top £110

for Texel from Channel Well, £107 Pen-
ningham Home Farm; Greyfaces to £90
Foulsyke; Cheviot Mules to £91 White
Knowe, who also sold Leicesters to £79.
Hill ewes to £87 & £75 for Blackfaces

from Balker Farms, £75 Penningham
Home Farm; Cheviots to £80 White
Knowe; Shetlands to £57 Crosby. Cast
rams to £137 for a Texel from White
Knowe.
The mart had forward 7,234 sheep

comprising 4,314 prime hoggs and 2,920
cast ewes and rams at the weekly sale
on Thursday, February 4.
A small entry of cast cows continued

to sell at recent rates. All classes were in
demand and more numbers are needed.
Angus cows sold to 120p from Tanlawhill
Farming, Langholm. Beef Shorthorns to
£837 from Achadunan Estate, Argyll.
A larger show of 4,314 hoggs was for-

ward. Topping the sale at 373p was a
pen of three Beltex hoggs shown by RN
Scott, West Miklethwaite, Wigton.
Texels topped the price per head at

£160 for hoggs from GG & MA Harrison,
Aldermanseat, Gretna.
Hoggs were sharper across the board

achieving an overall sale average of
265.5p (SQQ 276.2p).  
All classes of well-finished hoggs are

a serious trade and more can be sold to
vendors’ advantage weekly.
Principal prices (per kilo): Beltex 373p

West Miklethwaite, 363p Pasture House,

360p Breckon Hill, 359p Torrax, 352p
Ridsdale, 348p Dunjop & Miller Hill,
343p Guise of Tough, 339p West Mik-
lethwaite, 336p Torrax, 335p Chirdon,
333p Braes of Enzie & Breckon Hill.
Texel 356p Aldermanseat, 354p West
Miklethwaite, 350p Kirk House, 348p
Dunjop, 347p Guise of Tough, 340p
Longrigg, 330p Dunjop, 327p High
Mossthorn, 325p Lingey Field, 322p
Guise of Tough, 320p Burn House. Suf-
folk 294p Pasture House, 291p Dipton
Foot, 278p Ryehills, 277p Tinnishall,
276p Breckon Hill & Miller Hill, 275p
Outertown, 274p Harehead, 271p Beck-
hall, 269p Guise of Tough, 264p Dipton
Foot, 260p Westernhopeburn. Cheviot
290p Lurgan, 285p Breckon Hill, Machar-
ioch & Tomaig, 284p Breckon Hill, 281p
Whitecroft Mains, 280p Springwells,
278p Kilnford Croft, 277p Macharioch,
275p Harehead. Blackface 283p Sorbie,
281p Killipol, 280p Sorbie, 279p Low
Tirfergus, 278p Snar & High Stenries,
277p Arnicle, 273p Blairs House, 271p
Camphill, 269p Glenshanna & High
Stenries, 268p Sykehead & Blairs House.
Herdwick 278p Pasture House, 274p,
268p Ashley Park, 268p, 264p Longrow
Cottage. Mule 277p, 270p Arnicle, 267p

Killipol & Belzies, 266p Low Tirfergus,
265p Broomhills, 264p Lawston, 263p
Kilnford Croft, 262p West Scales, 261p
Riggheads. North Country Cheviot 271p
Fold Head. Cheviot Mule 264p Beauly,
255p, 240p Kirk House, 236p Beauly,
234p, 233p Kirk House. Swaledale 243p
Westernhopeburn.    
A very mixed show of 2,920 ewes

sold to more buyers, creating a very
competitive ringside.
Over-fat and very lean ewes were

slightly easier on the week, while all
classes of lean-meated ewes sold to a
big trade and were short of buyers’ needs. 
Pure-bred Texel ewes topped the sale

at £184 and £180 from Marygate. Hill
ewes to £92 for Cheviots shown by both
JWJ Bland, Clea Hall, Wigton and WJC
& SJ Weir, Mainside, Hownam. Rams
sold to £150 for Texels from W & JW
Mews, Glendue, Hexham.
Heavy ewes: Texel £184, £180 Mary-

gate, £176 Wellington Farm, £170
Langdyke Cottage & Marygate, £168
Harehead, £166 Castletown, £164, £162
Marygate, £160 Viewley. Beltex £140
Inamay, £128 Home Farm, £124 Inamay,
£120 Carnavel & High House. Blue
Texel £132 Tercrosset. Charollais £130,

£118, £117 Heatherglen, £118 West
Wharmley. Bleu du Maine £126 Water-
side. Suffolk £122 Waterside, £118 Kim-
meter Green, Viewley & Whins, £116,
£114 Waterside, £113 Nether Stenries &
Harelawhill, £112 Guardsmill, £111 Drim-
synie Estate, £110 Wilseydown. Bluefaced
Leicester £113 Beacon Rigg, £108 Hare-
head, £105 Benmore Street, £104 Arnicle,
£102 Swinside Townfoot. Cheviot Mule
£108 Langton Lees, £94, £92 Home
Farm, £91 Swinside Townfoot, £90
Harelawhill. North Country Cheviot £105
Swinside Townfoot, £97 Dodgsonstown,
£97, £96 Drumreach, £94 Swinside Town-
foot & Millantae. Mule £99 Compstone
End, £96 Hassendean, £95 Drumreach,
£95 Beckhall, £93 Yeomans, £92 Mary-
gate, £91 Guise of Tough, West Wharmley
& Home Farm, £90 Beckhall, Harehead,
Compstone End & Guise of Tough.
Light ewes: Cheviot £92 Clea Hall &

Mainside, £91 Catslackburn, £89 Hare-
head, £86 Milnholm, £84 Douglas Square,
£83 East Durran & Falnash, £81 East
Durran & Mainside. Blackface £88
Compstone End, £87 Tinnis, Old Police
House & Harehead, £86 Harelawhill,
£84 Chapel, £81 Home Farm, £80 Win-
terhope & Todsykehead. Swaledale £73

Beacon Rigg, £72 Devonport Farms,
£69 Knarr, £66 Marygate. Herdwick £69
Clea Hall, £68 Shortrigg, £66 Longrow.
Rams: Texel £150 Glendue, £142 Low

Hallburn, £140 Barnshangan, £132 West
Wharmley, £130 Viewley, £128 Glendue,
£128, £126 Marygate, £124 Burn House.
Bluefaced Leicester £140 Devonport
Farms, £136 Barnshangan, £136, £135,
£122 Harehead, £120 Macherquhat.
Charollais £138 Drimsynie, £118 Viewley.
Suffolk £136 Harehead, £130 Tomaig,
£120 Low Hallburn & Miller Hill, £112
Guards. Beltex £126 Drumcairn, £122
Orchard Mains, £110 The Firs. Oxford
£126 Guards. Cheviot £117 Harehead,
£108 Meikle Whitriggs, £102 Mount
Benger, £100 High Dovecote. Blackface
£104 Nether Stenries, £94 Harehead,
Mount Benger & Poltalloch Farms.
Averages. Hoggs: light to 340p

(261.9p); standard to 373p (281.3p);
medium to 360p (276.4p); heavy to 335p
(249.9p). Ewes: light to £92 (£63.74);
heavy to £184 (£91.59). Rams: £150
(£96.60).

____________________________

Around the marts

Brexit trade deal
damaging farmers

Union AGM is
up and running
SCOTLAND’S farming union
is holding its AGM, elections
and conference online this
week.
In these exceptional times,

NFU Scotland has put in place
arrangements to allow it to hold
these important events in the
farming calendar.
The exciting programme 

for the conference, office-
holder elections and AGM is
available to view at
https://www.nfus.org.uk/about-
nfus/agm-2021.aspx
Today at 12pm Andrew 

McCornick, president, will give
his final “State of the Union”
address, having completed his
four years in office.
He will reflect on the historic

times which Scotland’s farmers
and crofters have faced during
his term and the opportunities
for the industry in the years
ahead.
The webinar at 1pm hosts the

presidents of the four UK farm-
ing unions. They discuss the
future for agriculture in Great
Britain and Northern Ireland.
They will consider the impact

of Brexit, trade deals and 
diverging decisions on future
agricultural policy between the
four.
The panel comprises Andrew

McCornick, Minette Batters of
the NFU, John Davies of NFU
Cymru and Victor Chestnutt of
the UFU.
At 2.15pm there is a webinar

on the new era under the EU-

UK trade and co-operation
agreement and global opportu-
nities for Scottish agriculture
Join Alister Jack, Secretary

of State for Scotland, for his
keynote address and a Q&A
with Mr McCornick on the 
opportunities for Scottish agri-
culture under the new agreement
with the EU. 
Tomorrow the union elects its

president and vice-presidents.
Martin Kennedy, current vice-

president, stands unchallenged
for the position of president.
Four nominations for the two

vice-presidential posts have
been received.
The contenders are Andrew

Connon, Willie Harper, George
Milne and Robin Traquair.
At 1pm Fergus Ewing, 

Scottish cabinet secretary for
rural economy and tourism,
gives his annual address to
members and takes questions.

EVIDENCE that Brexit is
damaging farmers and the
food industry in southern
Scotland has been relayed to
the Scottish parliament’s cul-
ture, tourism, Europe and 
external affairs committee.
The committee, chaired by

Joan McAlpine, South Scotland
MSP, heard from Charlie Adam,
vice-president of NFU 
Scotland.
Mr Adam told members that

red tape was causing 48-hour

delays in produce getting to
market.
One export of pork needed

27 different signatures and
stamps just to get into the EU
single market.
He said the trade deal didn’t

meet farmers’ priorities for 
friction-free trade.
New checks on sanitary and

phyto-sanitary standards meant
extra paperwork, while physical
inspections meant extra costs
and delays.

The problems were more than
just ‘teething issues’ and there
was clear evidence of structural
challenges creating barriers to
trade in practice.
He blamed the UK govern-

ment for a lack of detailed guid-
ance which had created chal-
lenges and inconsistencies in
applying the new rules before
products were sent to customers
in the EU.

Disaster
Ms McAlpine said: “The UK

government’s trade agreement
has been a disaster for southern
Scotland where we rely on the
farming, food and drink sectors
more than most other parts of
the country.
“It’s clear the deal comes

nowhere close to meeting the
needs of farmers and producers.
“The union told us that meat

export volumes were currently
at 25 to 30 per cent of normal
levels as farmers adjust to the
new rules.
“These are alarming figures

which can’t be sustained in the
long term.
“An error or inconsistency on

paperwork means a shipment
will not get to its destination

and NFUS is aware of delays
of up to 48 hours for products
reaching end customers.
“This has a knock-on effect

on logistics so transport costs
have risen.
“The problems aren’t limited

to livestock; the vegetable sector
is encountering problems with
extra paperwork costs and 
exports to Northern Ireland and
Ireland need seven days’ 
notice.
“This makes it impossible for

exporters to meet short-notice
requests from buyers.
“Rather than reducing red

tape, as it promised, the UK
government deal has created a
whole new set of rules for farm-
ers and food producers which
need more time and incur extra
costs. 
“The UK government must

look to tighten guidance and
training to ensure a consistent
approach for European health
certificates and seek to simplify
sanitary and phyto-sanitary stan-
dards requirements.
“Otherwise, the sector may

never recover from the harm
caused by this inadequate, 
damaging deal.”

Red tape is causing 48-hour delays in getting produce to market

Fergus Ewing, Scottish cabinet
secretary for the rural economy
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Mill workers enjoy a cuppa Online subscriptions to the

are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read

anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT! STARTING AT £1 A WEEK

Hughie
Donaldson
THE Langholm Alliance would
like to apologise for a commu-
nication error which led to 
Bailey Donaldson receiving
plaudits in our newsletter for
his work delivering prescriptions
to the community.
In fact, Hughie Donaldson

ought to have been given the
credit.
We would, however, like to

reiterate our appreciation for
all the invaluable work the
whole team at Davidson’s
Chemist has undertaken during
the pandemic.

____________________

Plans for
old school
A PROPOSAL to turn a former

village school into a house has
been submitted.
Kirsty McGhie of Morecambe

has applied for planning permis-
sion to alter and extend the former
Glenzier primary school and con-
vert it into a house.
She also wants to create a car

parking and turning area.

SCHOOL pupils in Dumfries and 
Galloway are benefiting from devel-
opments in technology, particularly
during lockdown.
Over the past few months the council

has developed its use of technology in
schools and digital connectivity for the
school network.
The education and learning committee

was updated on progress this week, 
including the virtual desktop project,
which full council agreed in principle
last September.
The costs of the project will be con-

sidered as part of the budget-setting
process later this month.
While agreement on finance for the

full project is yet to be decided, other
digital developments have been achieved.
Good progress is being made on the

rural gigabit project and 35 rural primary
schools have now had their bandwidth
upgraded to 1G.
For the primary mobile learning net-

work a site survey was completed to 
establish individual school needs to 
address blackspots in connectivity.
Orders for the equipment have been

placed and received. This work will be

completed by the end of March.
The Scottish government digital 

inclusion grant has delivered 290 iPads
to primary children, 2,390 laptops to
primary and secondary pupils and 161
internet access devices to families with
no connectivity at home.

Laptops
All P6 to S6 pupils, who get free

school meals, have received laptops to
support their school work to a maximum
of two per household.
All primary pupils have retained the

iPads they were given during the first
lockdown and all families, who received
internet access during this same period,
have retained this access.
Councillor Jeff Leaver, committee

chairman, said: “With our classrooms
closed at the moment and the focus on
remote learning, it has become apparent
that we need to provide teaching and
learning in person and virtually.
“We must use this current situation as

a platform to build our digital offering
so we can support teachers and pupils
to access learning more easily away
from the classrooms.” Digital developments in the classroom will continue, alongside learning at home

IN BRIEFMore digital projects
earmarked for pupils

THIS photo of some of the Reid & Taylor mill workers enjoying a break on the
grass was taken after the war.

There is no exact date but it was before the Scott Hay gallery was built.
Some of the women are named but others not so if you can fill in the gaps, please 
get in touch.

They are, left to right, 
Sar Reid, ?, 
Maggie Irving (Laidlaw), ?, 
Meg Bell, Bett Thompson, 
Helen Cowing and 
Jean Telfer.

Laptops, iPads and better connectivity will enhance learning

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Owned by the Community : Published for the  Community

Scott Hay Gallery at 
Reid & Taylor’s being built in 1961/2

Photo courtesy of Langholm Archive



EXACTLY a year ago we held our
brewery annual staff meeting,
looking ahead to 2020 and explain-

ing to our team our plans to grow the
business.
It seems incredible now but we didn’t
mention the word coronavirus even once
during the day, although it was in the news
and had already moved outside China.
Mind you, neither had I even heard of
Zoom or Microsoft Teams.
That didn’t really change until March and,
even then, despite seeing northern Italy shut
down, it never occurred to me that we’d
have to shut our pubs.
In fact, I had very cleverly just taken on a
lease for a new pub in Virginia Water, just
down the road from Windsor.
I founded Windsor & Eton 11 years ago,
along with three partners, each of whom I had
worked with over many years either produc-
ing beer for Courage or chocolate bars for
Mars.
Until 2020, we had built the brewery con-
sistently, continually reinvesting cash gener-
ated into growing the business.
We’d also built a quality reputation, won
lots of awards and enjoyed our work.
The core of what we do is brewing draft
beer for the pubs of London and around
Windsor, running some bars ourselves and
supplying retailers, like Waitrose.
The problem for a business supplying and
running pubs is that, if they can’t open, 
income dries up fast, while contractual costs
remain.
So we spent the summer lockdown, which,
in the south of England, had unbelievably
good weather and would have been great for
pubs, furloughing 70 out of 75 staff, deferring
tax and rent payments, taking bank loans and
cutting all unnecessary cost, regrettably 
including some redundancies.
We also had to destroy more than 20,000
pints of cask beer which we’d brewed for
pubs but would have been too old when they
reopened in July.
We tipped them into the cattle feed on the
Royal Farm who grow barley for us and take
our spent grain.
Ironically, we seemed to be heading back to
normal life during the summer.
We started selling beer again and refitted
pubs to comply with social distancing.
We won some beer prizes and the commu-
nity pub we manage won a national award for
entertaining the community over lockdown.

I assumed that any government, which was
spending money on encouraging people to
go out, must have a masterplan.
So, I fooled myself into thinking that the
world would gradually return to normal and
hadn’t planned on the further lockdowns
here in November and since before 
Christmas.
For the future, however long it takes, we’ll
come through this but with a hole in our bal-
ance sheet.
We expect some consumer behaviours to
change.
Many will be slow to get back into a habit
of going out and we don’t expect to revert
to handling cash.
I’m hoping people will care more about
provenance and buying locally and ethically.
Trade sales will be intense when we restart
because a lot of staff will have left our cus-
tomers so new relationships will have to be
built. Inevitably, there will be opportunities.
Windsor has become my home since I
moved here for work 35 years ago.
It is the community where my kids grew
up, where Rebecca works and my 94-year-
old mum moved to from Langholm 12 years
ago.
Yet, where I come from will always be
Langholm.
I remember collecting morning rolls from
Grieve’s Bakery as a boy and thinking what
a great place Langholm was that the provost
of the town was a working artisan baker.
Now, 60 years later, it feels a privilege for
me to run an important community business,
which is much more than just brewing beer,
in the town in which I live.
Compared with that, the current economics
are secondary.

A Romantic Recipe by
Jilly McCord

Aspecial Valentine’s treat for 2 – a
Beef Wellington uses fillet of beef,
a rich mushroom duxelle, all coated

in puff pastry and served with a rich red
wine jus. There are a few processes in this
recipe, but this is a real labour of love!

Ingredients
For the wellington

• 300g of centre cut of beef fillet
• 1 tbsp sunflower oil
• 1 knob of butter
• 2 tbsp English mustard
• 1 banana shallot or small onion
• 2 cloves of garlic
• 300g mixed mushrooms
• 4 slices of parma ham
• 1 egg
• 70g flour
• 100ml milk
• A large bunch of spinach leaves
• 1 large sheet of puff pastry 
• 2 egg yolks

For the red wine sauce
• 300ml red wine
• 1 rich beef stock pot
• Redcurrant jelly – 2 tsps
• 50g butter

Method
For the Wellington
I would recommend doing the first part of
the recipe the day before, or at least several
hours before you plan to eat it. 
Start by making your mushroom duxelle:
Chop the mushrooms very finely (or blitz
in a food processor). Chop the shallot and
garlic very finely. Melt a little butter and a

tsp oil in a frying pan and soften your
shallot. Now add the mushrooms and turn
up the heat Add the garlic and season with
salt and pepper. You now need to cook the
mushrooms at a low temperature until you
have almost a thick paste – try to get as
much of the moisture out of the mushrooms
as possible. Once you get to this stage, cool
and set aside in the fridge. 
Now make your pancake: 
Place the flour and egg in a bowl and
whisk. Add the milk slowly, whisking all
the time until you have a smooth batter.
Add a good pinch of salt. Now use a hand
blender or any blender and add the spinach
until you have a bright green pancake mix.
(the spinach part is optional, but just gives
a nice contrast of colour when you cut into
the wellington).
Take a non stick frying pan and add a little
oil. Make 2 large, thin pancakes using your
batter. Set aside until you assemble the
wellington. 

For the beef:

Take your fillet of beef and rub all over
with oil, salt and pepper. Heat a heavy based
frying pan until it is smoking hot. Take a
pair of tongs and sear each side of the beef.
You are not aiming to cook it through here,
but just get a nice crust on each side. Now
cool the beef a little before beginning to
build the wellington. 

To assemble:

Stage 1 – take a large piece of clingfilm
(or 2) and place on a work surface – this
should be big enough to coat the beef. Place
the two pancakes overlapping on the cling
film. Lay the 4 slices of Parma ham on the
pancakes in a rectangular shape big enough
to wrap the beef. Now take your mushroom
mixture and spread over the Parma ham.
Brush your seared beef fillet and place it on
top of the mushroom mixture. Now wrap
the beef fillet in the pancake and cling film
until you have a nice oblong shape. Wrap it
tight and now chill in the fridge for at least
an hour, or for up to a day before cooking. 
Stage 2 - remove your wrapped beef from
the fridge. Flour a work surface and roll out
your puff pastry to the required size to wrap
the whole thing. Roll the pastry around the
meat with no gaps and try to tuck in the
ends to create a big parcel. If you have a
lattice cutter, take an extra bit of pastry and
place it on top for decorative finish. In the
picture, I created a second layer by hand –
just cutting the pastry topper like a lattice.
Brush the whole thing with egg yolk (add a
pinch of salt to this for extra shine) to get a
golden finish. Now place the whole thing
back in the fridge to chill before cooking. 

For the Sauce:
Take a pan and add the red wine. Simmer
it until it has reduced by half. Add the beef
stock pot and redcurrant jelly and 200ml
water. Reduce the sauce again until it is a
fairly concentrated liquid. If it is not as
thick as you would like, take a teaspoon of
cornflour and mix with a little warm water
to make a paste. Add a little at a time until
you get the right consistency. Finish with a
knob of butter to get a nice shine. 

Cooking the Wellington:
To cook the beef, set the oven to 210C fan
and then pre-heat your baking sheet in the
oven. Place your Wellington on a piece of
baking paper and when the baking sheet is
hot, lift the Wellington onto the baking
sheet. Turn oven down to 190C and cook
for 35 minutes for medium rare. It is very
difficult to be sure that you have got the
right internal temperature without a meat
thermometer. If you have one, remove the
meat from the oven when it reaches an 
internal temperature of 50C. Let the 
Wellington rest for at least 15 minutes. 
Heat your sauce and serve with some
creamy mashed potatoes and some wilted
spinach or any greens. 
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♥ Some romantic ideas ♥

Valentines Day price list
Flower wraps from £20-£25
Handtied Bouquets from £30
Presentation Boxes from £35

MasterChef finalist Jilly McCord cooks up a veritable Valentine’s feast

Langholm man Will Calvert, director of the Windsor & Eton Brewery

Don't forget your loved one on Valentine's Day. 
Make their day with a bouquet from Cochranes. 
Beautifully prepared Bouquets
Plants •Wedding Flowers

Longtown ● Carlisle
Tel: 01228 791220

Valentines Day

Think beer, drink beer
By Will Calvert, director of the Windsor & Eton Brewery and former Langholm resident

Major and Ivan make a delivery to the Horse & Groom in Windsor 

Above left: Removing spent grains from the
mash-tun

Above: Fermenting vessels 
Left: Loading beer barrels onto vansfrom The Langholm Spirits Co. 

This weekend we have, Prosecco & Chocs or 
Gin & Chocs, gift wrapped and delivered 

to your door on Saturday morning. 

Contact us at LangholmSpirits@Outlook.com 
or via our social media.

HHaappppyy VVaalleennttiinneess DDaayy
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Of a different feather
Owning
the land
THE bid to buy 10,000 acres
of Langholm Moor features in
the second episode of Darren
McGarvey’s Class Wars on BBC
Scotland.
In Home Sweet Home? social
activist Darren examines how
social class and where we live
have far-reaching consequences.
He examines how this affects
our lives from our addictions
to our qualifications and from
violence to who owns the very
land we stand upon. 
Darren said: “I want to inves-
tigate whether our environment
shapes our social class.”
Starting in Scotland’s oldest
housing scheme, Logie Estate
in Dundee, Darren finds a
scheme from 100 years ago
with well-laid out streets only
to reveal that our social class
and where we live have a mas-
sive effect on our destinies.
Within the grandeur of 
Lauriston Castle, Edinburgh, he
meets a group of gambling 
addicts to get their perspective
on what has driven their addic-
tion.
In Shettleston he finds activist
warrior Erin, an inspiring 
teenager who helped force the
government to change its policy
on how exam grades were
awarded during the pandemic.
Darren comes face to face
with two former offenders to
find out whether there is a link
between knife crime and social
class and in Greenock discovers
the hidden truth for many work-
ers in call centres.
He sets his steely gaze on a
strongly contested issue in the
debate about social class and
power: rural land ownership.
In Langholm, he meets some
locals trying to buy 10,000 acres
from one of the UK’s largest
landowners, hoping to reverse
years of decline in the town.
He talks to Langholm 
Academy pupil Cerys Gough
to find out what she thinks this
might mean for her future.
Shotgun in hand, he heads to
Rottal Estate in Angus, 30 miles
from Dundee but a world away
from urban Scotland for a grouse
shoot.
The programme is next 
Tuesday at 10pm.

____________________

100m high
wind mast 
EPOWER Ltd of Dunfermline
has submitted a proposal to the
planning authority for a wind
monitoring mast on land west
of Birny Hill, above Winterhope
reservoir, west of Langholm.
The mast would be up to 100m
high, with guy wires and mast-
mounted, wind-monitoring
equipment, and would be in
place for two years.

JANUARY proved quite
an exciting month on the
river for nature lovers.
A kingfisher was spotted
near the Co-op before it took
off and flew up river.
Most of us have never seen
a kingfisher on the Esk so
that got some folk quite 
excited.
A week or so later Tom
Hutton was lucky enough
not only to see it, presumably
it was the same bird, but to
photograph it sitting on wil-
lows between the Langholm
and the suspension bridges.
What a find.
Kingfishers are a beautiful,
striking blue but move so
fast in flight that you often
just get a fleeting glimpse
of them.
Someone asked on social
media about the Langholm
bridge and whether it had
been renamed the Thomas
Telford bridge but, as far as
I’m aware, this has never
happened.
Charles Street New was 
renamed Thomas Telford
Road quite a long time ago
but not the bridge.
Thomas Telford was still
an apprentice when he
worked on the Langholm
Bridge so it wasn’t designed 
by him. He was at a very

early stage in his long career
at that point.
I have heard the BBC call
it this but its journalists can
get things wrong.
A second wonderful sight
on the Esk on Burns day was
two otters, a female and a
large cub, playing on the
rocks by Skippers bridge.
John Halliday and his part-
ner Angie saw them and only
a few people will have seen
otters in the Esk so this is
really exciting.
The oystercatchers will 
return to the town around
Valentine’s day so listen out
for them making themselves
known loudly as they fly up
and down the river in a cou-
ple of weeks’ time.

Noisy
They can be very noisy and
don’t seem to stop calling,
even in the middle of the
night.
A pair nested on gravel by
the suspension bridge last
year, taking a huge risk of
their nest being inundated
were it to rain and the river
to rise. These black and white
birds with orange bills are
hard to miss.
Lots of us are still feeding
birds in the garden and some
people may have participated

in the RSPB’s garden bird
count last weekend.
There is quite a variety of
garden birds feeding just
now, including blackbirds,
robins, blue tits, coal tits,
long-tailed tits, nuthatches
and sparrows.

Territories
Very soon our resident birds
will start singing as they 
establish territories and we
will wake up to the wonderful
sound of song thrushes and
blackbirds.
I saw a buzzard recently
flying above the river 
between the two bridges and
it seemed to be chasing the
black-headed gulls.
Five minutes later a spar-
rowhawk appeared, chased
by crows, so keep a look-
out for birds of prey in and
around the town.
Another sight recently was
a pair of dippers on the north
side of the Skippers bridge,
displaying and chasing one
another around, stopping on
the rocks, the male bobbing
and singing, then taking off
again.
Look out for increasing 
activity on the river and gar-
dens as birds start to get a
spring in their wings in the
coming weeks.

Birds on the Esk Part 2 by Mairi Telford Jammeh and John Halliday

The oystercatchers are back on the Esk and will soon be producing chicks

Long-tailed tits enjoy a feast on the birdfeeder
Jacquie Evans Blue tit

David Brantom

Dippers make their presence known, with their characteristic bobbing and
chattering call as they fly over the water                                      Larry Martin
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#WeAreScotland  gov.scot/coronavirus

HOPE IS 
IN SIGHT
LET’S SEE 
IT THROUGH
The vaccine is the good news we’ve been waiting 
for, with those most at risk already being vaccinated. 
When offered the vaccine please get it. 

While this stretch seems hardest of all, we can’t relax yet. The virus 
is still spreading, and we need to keep people safe. The more we 
stick to the current rules and restrictions now, the less chance the 
virus has to spread and the sooner we will make it through this.
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Times Past 

75 years: Auld Kirk Memories (Letter)

Sir, Will you kindly allow me a little space to correct a small but important inaccuracy in your
issue of February 8th under the heading “Auld Kirk Memories.” Mr William Metcalf (father of
Charles) was never the Organist of Carlisle Cathedral. He was a Lay Clerk under the late Dr Henry
Edmund Ford, who was the Organist from 1842 until his death in 1909, when Dr Frederick William
Wadely, the present Organist was appointed to this important post. Dr Ford’s immediate predecessor
was one James Stimpson. Moreover, it is incorrect to say that William composed “John Peel.” He
merely arranged and adapted what was already an old Cumberland folk tune. Yours, &c.,

A C Mallinson, 56 Henry Street, Langholm.

50 years: D – Day goes off without too many hitches

Decimal Day came and went quietly in Langholm on Monday, in contrast to the situation reported
in cities and generally the local people were geared for the new currency. Much of the credit, how-
ever, went to the shops and business premises, who had been preparing for decimalisation for
many months. Most shop staff were well briefed to coach customers who did not understand the
new system. Among the public there was a small but hard core of resisters to the new currency
who apparently had made no effort to understand it. But tact, patience and gentle persuasion 
overcame any difficulties. 

25 years: Irish treat for Langholm audience
The “best performance ever in the Buccleuch Hall” was the comments of many people after a very
successful evening came to a close last Saturday. A capacity audience of 260 people filled
Langholm Buccleuch Hall and each person in attendance was in for an Irish treat. Langholm Folk
set the evening off to a musical start with songs such as “As I leave behind Neidin”, “The Gay
Fusiliers” and “Rantin Rovin Robin”. Alan Weatherstone of Langholm Folk was compare for the
evening and introduced the The Doonan Irish Family Band. The Irish band made up of grandfather
John Doonan, five musicians/singers and two dancers delighted the captivated audience with their
witty and amusing performance. The event organised by Barbara Jamieson, Violet Kyle and Pearl
Mitchell was a mixture of Irish songs as well as a variety of other music which catered for all
tastes. Rock and soul numbers were also played within the three-hour duration of the concert after
which an encore erupted beckoning the band to come back into the stage. The evening ended with
the encore and Langholm Folk joined the Irish Family Singers in singing “The Wild Mountain
Thyme”. Organisers and spectators felt the performance was absolutely tremendous with the 
atmosphere in the hall showing the local appreciation for great music.

100 years: The Territorials

With the object of stimulating interest in the local Territorial unit with its fine record of war service;
to induce ex-service men of all units to re-join for a limited period; and to recruit from the ranks
of those young men who have just attained to military age, in order to avert the threatened extension
of the unit, which may possible occur if the minimum strength required is not soon attained, an 
interesting lecture is to be given in the Buccleuch Hall on Tuesday first, descriptive of the varied
war service of the Local Battalion of the Scottish Borderers in Gallipoli, Egyptian and Palestine
campaigns as advertised elsewhere in this issue. The 1/5th KOSB during the Great War, maintained
the fine traditions of the Regiment, and it is felt that it would be a great pity to allow the Battalion
to disappear. Surely in view of the fine spirit shown locally during the war, this will not be allowed
to take place. Major McAllister, of The Glen, late of the 1st Battalion of the KOSB, will give a
short address after the lecture. 

Raising funds on the raffle stall at the Mini-Midi’s Coffee Morning in the Scott Hay Gallery are Kevin Bloomer,
Steven Nicol, Janice Nicol, Colin Davidson and Alison Aston.

INTRODUCTION
continued ....

Another valuable habit lost
to us is the greatest, TRUST!
In the old days our front door
was wide open on a fine day
even if there was no-one in.
Furthermore there would be
money on the table for milk, 
insurance or club money, or
never-never as it used to be
called. All these true values
have gone. You open your
mouth now and someone will
pinch your false teeth.
Don’t get me wrong we have

a lot of new Langholmites who
probably do more for Langholm
than a lot of true born and bred
ones do. One who springs to
mind is Mary Carruthers who
came to this town quite a long
time ago and because of the ef-
fort she put into public work
has been awarded the MBE.

Dubscoupers
So all are not bad, careless or

scroungers. Neither are they
land-loupers, Dubscoupers or
Gae-be-the-gate swingers.
I mention all these salient

points to give an idea of
Langholm and how my family
is some part of it. As we travel
my road of life I will tell you
more about my family.
A family dating back to John

Hounam, Merchant of

Langholm in 1651-1714. John
Hounam II died 1742 aged 67
years. Thomas Hounam died
1835 aged 86 years. He had five
sons: Thomas, David, Walter,
William and Christopher.
The Beattie name joined the

family tree by way of Walter.
He died 1836 aged 86 years and
was husband to Elizabeth Mur-
ray. One thing strikes me and
gives hope is the obvious qual-
ity of longevity which seems to
run through the breed.

American
I intend having the family tree

inserted in its entirety, possibly
on centre pages.       Although to
anyone who deems it to be of
sufficient interest it will be
available also at home, in full
size.
There are lots of branches on

this tree. I had an American at
my door a few years ago,
thanks to Bert Weatherstone,
and he was delighted to find his
ancestors here and in 
Middlebie. Doctor Donald
Beattie’s visit was not in vain
and we keep in touch. Now you
know how far back we go, let’s
go to my starting line.

________________

MY EARLY DAYS
The great journey through life

began, as you know in       Eskdale
Place and as space was at a 
premium we were forced to
move. Number 8 Buccleuch
Terrace was vacant and it was
just across the street. Father 
applied for it and was fortunate
to get it. All we had to do was
move across the street, so they
told me when in later life I
wanted to know the reason for
the change.
Number 8 belonged to the

McVittie family who owned the
fish and chip shop at the top of
the road directly in front of you
as you turn the corner at
Moodla Point, that is why a lot
of people still call that “chip
shop entry”. That road goes to
the Wauchope River and was a
service lane to the gardens 
behind all the houses on the left
hand side of Caroline Street. It
was also access to the small
builders yard of the Hyslops,
Jock and Gavin or Guy. Gavin
had a coal business and was in
fact Mrs Marion Pool’s father.
However we arrived in 

Caroline Street to take up resi-
dence at No 8 in 1924. The back
garden of this new home went
to within a few feet of the stone
stairs up which we used to live.

To be continued

Memories and Milestones
We continue our serialisation of Tommy Beattie’s book

Gilnockie Badminton team winers of the B and C leagues against teams from Glenzier, Springfield, Kirtlebridge and
Gretna in 1987 are back: John Hogg, Marcus Luescher, Tom Coates, John Hogg snr. Front: Wendy Hogg,        Diane    Murray,

Caroline Murray, Louise Irving and Nessie Grant
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DUMFRIES & Galloway Arts 
Festival is moving to July and
going online.

The objective in 2021 is to recon-
nect with artists, audiences and the
performing arts network, creating
lasting connections after a long
and difficult period of isolation.

With a safe, interactive pro-
gramme, the refreshed festival
plan will be more inclusive and 
diverse.

There will be a blended and
adaptable mix of live, outdoor, 
socially-distanced performances
by artists in their own communities
and a D&G Digital Arts Festival
with artists from Scotland.

The festival will run from July 16
to 25. This later date gives the
team longer to film the artists who
will perform, ensuring that, if 
restrictions are tightened, there will
be a digital festival, regardless of
the level of restrictions.

The plan will allow them to follow
the guidelines, while offering a
high-quality event for their audi-
ences, boosting the well-being of
the artists, communities and visi-
tors.

The programme has a number of
sensational surprises which are

sure to entertain all ages and offer
something exciting.

The 10 days will showcase the
very best of theatre, music, dance,
comedy and spoken word.

The programme also includes 
elements of the successful com-
missioning scheme, trialled in
2020, supporting emerging artists
to create and showcase small-
scale, innovative works.

Establishing the successful, 
digital-streaming programme in
2020 as part of the year-round Arts
Live offering was no easy task but
they were able to give artists a plat-
form which reached 22,000 people.

Supporting these artists to per-
form as part of the 2021 festival is
a key objective to enhance the
support to emerging artists.

The live festival plans are based
on socially-distanced, outdoor
work in communities and the team
are on the look-out for artists who
could perform small impromptu
pop-up performances of no more
than 15 minutes long in their own
communities.

If you would like to be a part of
Scotland’s largest, rural, perform-
ing arts festival, contact the team
at info@dgartsfestival.org.uk

Making a splash is this young Meadow Pipit, snapped by Corrie Graham
Camera: Nikon D500

The E&L Gallery

Reconnecting artists and audiences

The 2021 Dumfries & Galloway Arts Festival is moving to July and will be an on-line event
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The evergreen gardener
IT’S winters like this one which really
make you appreciate evergreen plants.
They provide colour and structure in
the garden at a time when there is little
else.
Evergreens come in a tremendous range

of shapes, sizes and colours and include
shrubs, trees and perennials, with some-
thing to suit every garden.
Conifers have something of a bad repu-

tation, mainly thanks to Cypressus x 
leylandii and its phenomenal growth rate
but there are hundreds of varieties of
conifers in an incredible range of shapes,
colours, foliage type and size.
It’s hard to pick a favourite but I’ve 

always loved Chamaecyparis pisifera
‘Boulevard’, the Blue Moss Cypress with
its soft-to-touch, silvery-blue foliage and
attractive red-brown bark.
It is very hardy, able to withstand tem-

peratures below -20C and, while it can
grow to a considerable size if left
unchecked, it is improved by pruning and
makes a very good container plant.
It was one of the first plants I bought for

my original little patch of garden here
more than 30 years ago.

Feature
While it has long since exceeded the size

on the label (notoriously inaccurate, many
conifers labelled as dwarf are anything
but), it has responded well to pruning and
is a wonderful feature in the garden.
Another one worth looking out for is

Cryptomeria japonica ‘Elegans’ or
Japanese Red Cedar.
This plant gives real value for money.

During the summer the soft, feathery 
foliage is fresh green but, as temperatures
drop in the autumn and winter, the foliage
changes to burgundy-purple and then a
rich bronze before becoming bright green
as warmer weather returns.
I lost my first plant because I had it

growing in a pot and, sadly, it succumbed
to root freeze during a very cold winter. It
is fully hardy if planted in the ground and
can withstand -20C.
There are too many good evergreen

shrubs to mention them all but, if I had to
choose one, it would be Pieris japonica

‘Little Heath’.
Pieris are native to woodlands in Eastern

China, Taiwan and Japan and grow on
moist, acidic soils, making them ideal for
growing in this part of the country.
Many of the varieties available will

grow into very large shrubs but ‘Little
Heath’ is a diminutive form of Pieris.
It’s very compact and the small leaves

have attractive white margins which con-
trast wonderfully with the bright red
spring growth and its pink buds which
open to white flowers.
It’s suitable for pots or borders and I

have one growing in an old water trough
in our yard and it looks fantastic all year
round.

Evergreen perennials tend to be some-
what overlooked but they are really useful
plants to have in the garden.
Chrysosplenium macrophyllum is an 

unusual and beautiful member of the 
saxifrage family. It is native to Chinese
woodlands and at its best in winter and
early spring.
Evergreen rosettes of reddish-brown,

flushed green foliage make it a useful
groundcover plant for moist shade and in

late winter it produces white flowers sur-
rounded by shimmering, silvery bracts.
If you have dry shade, try Dryopteris

erythrosora, the Rosy Buckler Fern, an 
exceptionally hardy and evergreen fern.
It copes with the driest conditions and

produces coppery-red, tinted young fronds
which age to green.
Again, there are too many good ever-

green perennials to mention them all but
my favourite of them all has to be
Epimediums.

China
This is another introduction from China

and make excellent groundcover plants
under shrubs and trees.
Not all Epimediums are evergreen and,

while there has been a huge number of
new introductions in the last few years,
not all of them are suitable for garden use
because they seem to sulk when planted
out before finally dying.
They are hard to resist, though. The

dainty spring flowers are carried on fine,
wiry stems and are often held above beau-
tifully-marked, new foliage.
I still have my original plant,

Epimedium x versicolour ‘Sulphureum’
and it’s thriving.
Like most of the evergreen epimediums,

it’s just had its annual haircut with the
hedge shears to remove the old foliage so
the soft, primrose-yellow flowers and red-
tinted, new leaves can be enjoyed when
they appear in the spring.
Epimedium pubigerum is a very under-

stated species with small creamy-white to
pink flowers which are carried well above
the foliage so I don’t bother to cut back
the old leaves on this one.
If you want something a little showier,

try E. ‘Amber Queen’.
It took me a few attempts to find the per-

fect spot in the garden for this particular
plant but it was worth it because the large,
bright-yellow, spidery flowers tipped with
orange-red are stunning.
Whenever I see it in bloom, I am 

reminded of my friends Cath and Terry
from Edrom Nurseries who convinced me
to give it another go and I am so grateful
they did.

Gardening columnist, Helen Knowles extols the virtues of these hardy plants

Gardening columnist Helen Knowles

Chamecyparis psifiera Boulevard

Chrysosplenium

Epimedium 'Amber Queen'

PierisEpimedium x versicolour 'Sulphureum'Cryptomeria



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS

CUMBRIA METALS
FARM SCRAP

URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

PUBLIC NOTICES

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

COMPLAINTS

TO LET

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM
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ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER
COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in
The Eskdale and Liddesdale Advertiser, please
come into the office on Langholm High Street and
speak to the editor, Rachel Norris.
Alternatively, please contact the Company Secretary 
by email – secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk  
or by writing to:-  The Company Secretary

Muckle Toon Media
Ashley Bank House
Langholm  DG13 0AN

E&L
JOBS
Advertise your 

vacancies in the

E&L 
Advertiser

013873 80012 |
sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
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Advertise in the E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised how little it costs!

An advert this size, 5cm x 2 columns,
will only cost £15 + VAT each for 12 inserts.
This can include your logo or other graphic

and can be designed in-house.
Contact 013873 80012 for details.

www.dumgal.gov.uk

PLANNING
The applications, associated plans and documents can be viewed on-line by 
following the ePlanning link on the Council’s website at www.dumgal.gov.uk/
planning.  Written comments may be made by email to Planning@dumgal.
gov.uk or via the Council’s website, as noted above, by 25/02/2021 (Type A) or 
04/03/2021 (Type B).
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2013, Reg 20(1) (A) 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 
1997 (B)
Ref No/Type Address/Proposal
21/0084/LBC (B) Claygate House, Canonbie - Installation of biomass 
boiler flue to external wall of dwellinghouse
21/0002/FUL (A) Former Glenzier Primary School, Evertown, 
Canonbie - Alterations and extension to former primary school and change of 
use to form dwellinghouse and formation of car parking and turning area
21/0101/FUL (A) Land near Birny Hill, Above Winterhope Reservoir, 
7.5km To The West Of Langholm - Erection of wind monitoring mast (up 
to 100m in height) with guy wires, and mast-mounted wind monitoring 
equipment

Scottish
Rural

Development
Programme

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
is part funded by

Dumfriesshire East
Community Benefit Group
and charitable trusts and individuals 

from the community of Langholm.

POST OFFICE TIMES

LANGHOLM 
TOWN HALL 

(inside)

WEDNESDAYS:  10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS:  9am - 2pm
Access through rear door

ADVERTISINGSUPPORT
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Sports News
Sponsored by KELSO RACES

Doddie Aid
DODDIE Weir is loved and admired
in the Muckle Toon of Langholm.

As a result, he inspired more than 30
people to join together to raise money
for Doddie AID.

The Muckletooners started as a small
group of mums keen to take on a chal-
lenge to get them through January.

But the group grew quickly and people
of all ages were encouraged to join the
challenge.

The Muckletooners covered more than
7,000 miles and raised £5,111 for the
amazing charity they hold close to their
hearts.

So why did they take part? Unfortu-
nately, some members have seen at first-
hand the effects of MND on friends and
family.

But they have also seen the amazing

support MND charities have given to
their loved ones through the difficult
times.

Several in the group grew up watching
Doddie play rugby for Scotland and the
British Lions and were inspired by his
ongoing battle with this horrendous dis-
ease.

The Muckletooners’ spirits were given
a much-needed, mid-January boost when
they heard of the breakthrough researchers
had made against MND.

It really motivated them to push on to
cover as many miles as possible.

But it is not only the charity which
will benefit from Doddie AID. The group
all agreed that the challenge couldn’t
have come at a better time.

January can be a tricky month with
cold, dark nights but add COVID-19
into the mix and it’s been an extra
difficult time.

The town was suddenly blighted by
the effects of the virus but the mental
and physical benefits of the challenge
have been huge for everyone.

Kerrie Barnfather said: “It’s been a
great motivation to get out and about
and we’ve put in loads more miles than
we ever thought we would.

“It’s a difficult time for everyone at
the moment and it brings it home that
we’re all struggling in our own ways
dealing with COVID-19.

“Yet Doddie and others with MND
have two huge battles to fight at the
moment so every mile walked and every
penny raised is so worthwhile and a
glimmer of hope in these dark times
was hearing of the breakthrough in
MND.

“It’s not long before they find a cure.”
Better sleep, weight loss and a huge

sense of achievement have also been

the benefits of the challenge.
Kerrie and Susan Cubbon took it upon

themselves to raise even more money
for MND and organised two separate
raffles. The raffles have currently raised
nearly £2,000.

Joining together as a group has really
motivated everyone and seeing so many
folk getting out and about doing this
challenge in the town is great.

They all have a huge sense of pride
that they’ve been able to contribute 
towards Doddie AID.

Laura Jeffrey said: "I feel proud of all
us Muckletooners raising awareness and
money for such a good cause.

“It has definitely made me go that
extra mile or two. I always found walking
good for your mind and soul."

The challenge could not have ended
on a better note last Saturday when 
Scotland beat England at Twickenham
for the first time in 38 years to lift the
Calcutta Cup.

Langholm Rugby Club’s development office Davie Oliver

Doddie Walkers clock-up
the miles and the money

Morag Pool (back) and Laura Jeffrey are
dedicated Doddie supporters
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Dino Boy
is second
Horseracing
MIGHTY Thunder romped
away with the bet365 
Edinburgh National to give
jockey Blair Campbell his
biggest win in the Musselburgh
feature last Saturday.

Trained by Lucinda Russell,
the 14-1 outsider won by 20-
lengths as only four of the 11
starters completed the longest
race staged in Scotland all
year.

In second place in the four-
mile, one-furlong handicap
chase was Dino Boy, trained
by Iain Jardine and ridden by
Conor O’Farrell.

After the stamina test, a 
relieved Campbell, who comes
from Hawick, said: “It’s my
first winner since November
and it’s a pretty decent way to
stop the losing streak.

“I’ve won seven races on
him now so I’m very grateful
for the support of his owners.

“He disappointed last time
at Kelso in December but we
gave him a break and put the
cheekpieces back on so he was
a different horse today.”

Also at Musselburgh, but at
the Sunday meeting, was James
Ewart Racing of Langholm.

Nikgarde was a runner in a
handicap hurdle over three miles
and two furlongs and was ridden
by Rachael McDonald.

The 13/2 shot disputed the
lead in the early stages and
was close up before the seventh
but lost his position at the next
fence.
He rallied before two from
home with the jockey’s 
encouragement and kept on in
the run-in to come sixth.

Little Fergus Nicol lends his support Kate Nicolson takes to the hills

DODDIE’S Active Inter-District 
challenge pitted five regions
against each other to see how
many miles and how much 
money each could raise up until
last Saturday.
Five teams from the former 
Scottish inter-district champi-
onship took part: the South, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, North &
Midlands and Scottish Exiles.
The South had 6,073 members
who covered 496,467 miles and
raised £193,236.

INTER-DISTRICT CHALLENGE

Rugby
LANGHOLM Rugby Club’s development
officer, David Oliver, is the latest to be
featured in Annandale and Eskdale Active
Schools and Community Sport’s In the
Spotlight column.

So many people contribute to sport in dif-
ferent ways in Dumfries and Galloway.

The feature finds out how they got into
sport and who inspires them.

David got involved in the sport of rugby
through playing at school.

He played for Hawick Wanderers under 18
team and later for Hawick Trades.

He said his most memorable sporting 
moment was winning the Border league.

Asked what barriers he faced getting to

where he was now, he said there had been
none.

He cites his sports role model as John
“Rocky” Johnstone.

He said the most rewarding part of being
involved in sport was “seeing kids have fun
and achieve what they want.

He has not done very much exercise-wise
during the pandemic, saying: “I enjoyed the
break for the first time in 30 years but I did
do lots of walking.”


