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The proposed centre will host business start-ups, craftmakers and artists’ studios, micro-brewery, bakery, restaurant, coffee shop, retail units and will host exhibitions and events

AN EXCITING and unique proposal to convert a disused
building in Langholm into a centre for business startups, artists’ studios, exhibition venue, retail units and
restaurant has been unveiled.

The Stevenson Trust has
applied for planning permission
to alter and change the use of
the former Border Fine Arts to
create a multi-purpose social
enterprise and visitor centre.
The plan also includes a
micro-brewery/distillery and a
bakery.
It is estimated that it could
attract 17,000 visitors a year.
Renamed Auld Langholm
Station because it’s on the original site of the former station,
this community regeneration

project will be a catalyst for the
economic revival of the town
and its High Street.
The retail units will have a
focus on Made in Scotland and
particularly southern Scotland
products.
The lay-out is designed to
enable visitors to see the artists
and artisans at work, for business
to be transacted and for craft
workers to give demonstrations
of their skills.
David Stevenson, the trust’s
chairman, said there was no plan

at the time of purchase in 2018.
He added: “We went up a few
blind alleys before deciding to
create something unique, an
opportunity to create business
start-ups and job opportunities
in affordable spaces as an
attraction which will bring
visitors all year round and be
an asset to the quality of life of
Langholm folk.

Langholm Station

“The BFA buildings were built
on the site of Langholm railway
station so we decided to create
Auld Langholm Station, give
the development a railway theme
and take advantage of the
extensive site to celebrate the

heritage and lifestyle of
Langholm and the Esk Valley.

Brewer

“There will be exhibitions,
markets, demonstrations, talks
and workshops and we plan to
have a micro-brewer, artisan
baker, handloom weaver,
garment maker, potter, artists
and craftworkers.
“There will be speciality
retailing with a focus on products
made in Scotland, a restaurant,
coffee shop and even a canine
café for the dog walkers who
enjoy a visit to Langholm.”
Considerable research was
done over the two years, \\
including a mixture of studying

traffic flows on the main roads
into Scotland and discussing
business start-ups, job creation
and community regeneration
with local and national organisations.
David said: “We have a lot of
space to fill and hope more than
a dozen small businesses will
base themselves in Auld
Langholm Station.”
He outlined the importance of
the plan’s success to Langholm’s
regeneration.
“The main objective is to provide opportunities for business
start-ups and for them to meet
their potential customers.
>Turn to Page 2
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Deaths

Church Notices

COWAN

John. Peacefully at home on 28th January aged 92
Beloved husband of Betty
Funeral service to take place at Castleton
Cemetery on Thursday 4th February at 12 noon
Covid 19 restrictions apply

For anyone wishing to pay their respects the
cortege will be leaving the family home at 11.40
and travelling up Hermitage Street
Hedley & Turnbull
07896 557941

NEWTON

It is with great sadness that the family announce
the death of Fred Newton QPM. Fred died on
29th January 2021 following a short illness in
Dumfries and Galloway Royal Infirmary. He will
be greatly missed by so many family, friends and
former colleagues from across the world. Taken
much too soon.
Regrettably, due to the current circumstances the
funeral service will be private. Family flowers only
please, donations if desired to the National Deaf
Children’s Society.

Thanks for Sympathy
CHARLTON

The family of the late Frank Charlton wish to
thank all relatives, friends and neighbours for the
kind expressions of sympathy, cards and flowers
received on their recent sad loss.
A special thanks to the Rev. Štěpán Janča for his
words of comfort, to the staff at Westfield Care
Home for their care of Frank and to Thorburn
Funeral Directors for their guidance and support.
Also, many thanks to all of the people who lined
the route of the cortege to pay their respects.

WINTER

Stella and family would like to thank family,
friends and neighbours for all cards, flowers and
kindness after their recent sad loss of Derek. It is
much appreciated.
Special thanks to all the carers who attended
Derek during his illness in Langholm and grateful
thanks to David Erskine for all his care and
guidance.

Funeral Services

Funeral
Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service
New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine

Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm
Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Budget booster
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CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE
PARISH CHURCHES

Although Covid-19 has
meant our doors are closed
we remain available to offer
support where we can.
Please contact the Session
Clerks on 013873 25255 or
canonbiechurch@gmail.com.
Canonbie Treasurer Fiona
Smith has received the new
weekly offering envelopes.
If you would like to receive
yours or wish to donate by
bank transfer please contact
her on 013873 71616 or
fionasmith2402@gmail.com
for details.
All Services
CANCELLED
until further notice

LANGHOLM,
ESKDALEMUIR,
EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES
With no services the
church is getting little or
no income.
If you wish to donate by
making a bank transfer
please contact the treasurer, David Johnstone,
on the phone numbers below and he will supply
necessary details.
Tel: 013873 80859.
Mobile. 07543 179469
All Services
CANCELLED
Charity
no. SCO11946
until further
notice

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

But opposition MSPs are unconvinced
“RECORD funding” for health
and social care in the Scottish
government’s draft budget has
been welcomed by a South
Scotland MSP.
Joan McAlpine comments came
after the government announced its
plans for 2021/22 last Thursday.
It includes £16bn for the health
and social care service, £3.5bn for
social security and welfare payments
and investment of £2.7bn in education and skills, with total investment
rising by £3.8bn.
Kate Forbes, finance secretary,
focused on three key guiding principles: a national mission for new,
good and green jobs; promotion of
lifelong health and well-being and
driving equality; and helping young
people to achieve their potential.
MSPs will vote on the draft budget
proposals next month.
Ms McAlpine said: “This budget
has been delivered in exceptional
circumstances as we continue to
battle a global pandemic and face
the harmful impacts of a Tory Brexit
we didn’t vote for.
“Since the start of this crisis, the
SNP government has responded
quickly and decisively to tackle the
continued threats of the virus, while
doing all it can to secure social and
economic recovery.

Recovery

“I welcome the commitment to
investing in jobs and education and
resourcing public services for the
challenges ahead.
“I hope MSPs from all parties
back this budget which will support
Dumfries and Galloway’s recovery
from the COVID-19 crisis and build
a fairer, stronger, greener country.”
Colin Smyth, South Scotland
Labour MSP, said the ‘timid’ economic plan was ‘not fit’ to protect
southern Scotland’s economy during
the pandemic.
The budget committing to ‘boost

Joan McAlpine welcomes the record funding for health and social care

skills and employment opportunities
for all’ but core employability and
skills spending has flatlined since
2019/20 when there has been record
unemployment in Scotland.
He added: “Without a proper programme of investment, business
support and economic stimulus in
southern Scotland through higher
wages, we risk years of economic
uncertainty and hardship.
“We need quality jobs if we’re to
stop young people from leaving.
“The decision to allow the wealthiest Scots to benefit most from the
tax system and maintain a realterm pay freeze for thousands of
public sector workers is not only
deeply unfair but also economically
illiterate.
“Frankly, this economic plan is
not fit for purpose.”
Rachael Hamilton, Ettrick,
Roxburgh and Selkirk MSP, criticised the draft budget for not going
far enough to protect businesses
and jobs, while the country continued
to battle the pandemic.

The budget was set to the backdrop
of £8.6bn of extra funding to
Scotland from the UK government.

Stability

Mrs Hamilton welcomed a reduction in the Non-Domestic Rate
(NDR) poundage rate but believes
the plan for a three-month extension
of rates relief does not give businesses enough stability or relief.
She wants the government to go
further and commit to a year’s NDR
relief package.
Since the pandemic began, more
than 90,000 Scottish businesses
have been supported by UK government loans worth £3.4bn.
Funding for Scotland’s councils
was lower than expected at a time
when services are being stretched
by the demands of the pandemic.
She welcomed the rise in funding
for South of Scotland Enterprise,
which will get a £7.6m uplift, but
believes new funding must be
matched by a clear government plan
for economic recovery.

Thousands looking for a day out

> From Page 1

“To do this we need to attract
visitors to the site: a drop-in for
people who live locally; a day
out for those who live within 25
miles of Langholm; the ‘place to
stop’ for regular travellers along
the A7; and a ‘Welcome to
Langholm . . . for your first Taste
of Scotland’ for tourists heading
north or ‘last taste’ if heading
south.
“Auld Langholm Station will
bring more visitors and cause
more travellers to stop.
“More visitors bring more
opportunity for all businesses in
our High Street and, if any of the
start-up businesses need more
space to expand, we have that

available next door in the warehouse behind the filling station
or in Reid & Taylor’s mill when
it is eventually brought back into
use.”

Thousands

Relatively few people visit
Langholm but thousands pass
through Langholm all year.
David added: “There are 5,000
plus each day even now and there’s
often more than 8,000 every day
in the summer.
“More than 200,000 people live
within 25 miles of here and are
often looking for a destination for
a day out.
“This is a unique, indoor, allyear-round attraction.
“It will be visible to the A7 trav-

eller and marketed to the day visitor and tourist through social
media, TV, local papers etc.
“Exhibitions, demonstrations,
events and activities will be ever
changing but with a local or
regional focus.”
To cater for the visitors there
will be 24 parking spaces on the
Townfoot site across the road,
including two accessible spaces.
There will also be an overspill
car park in Glenesk Road which
will have up to 35 spaces.
The site itself will have nine
spaces for staff, four for visitors
and bike racks for eight bikes.
Auld Langholm Station will be
a social enterprise, the role of
which is to create employment.
“Where there are grants or

assistance to bring the concept to
fruition, we’ll certainly apply for
them,” said David.
“We don’t have final costs at
this stage and experience has
taught me best not to speculate
on such matters.
“The earliest opening date will
be April 2022 but how the coronavirus behaves will have a bigger
bearing on timing than the planning
process.
“This is a unique project and
there will be nothing quite like it
in the Borders or even Scotland.
“However, game-changing will
really come into play when the
benefits of this project are combined with the successful development of the Langholm Moor.
Then we’ll start to get somewhere”

Eskdale cases drop but
still highest in district
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Vaccination roll-out now reaching the over 70s and over 65s

THE number of positive cases of
COVID-19 in Langholm and Eskdale
fell slightly in the week up to last Friday.
Thirty-five people tested positive,
down from 41 the previous week. The
seven-day positivity rate fell to 935.
But the valley still has the highest
number of cases in Annandale and Eskdale, with the next highest being Annan
East with 16.
Eastriggs has 14, Gretna 13, Annandale
East nine, Lochmaben four, Lockerbie
three and Annandale West and Moffat
both have zero to two.
Over the same seven days in Dumfries
and Galloway there were 214 new cases,
a seven-day positive rate of 144.
In Denholm and Hermitage, which
includes Newcastleton, there were zero
to two cases and in the Scottish Borders
region there were 92.
COVID-19 vaccinations are now being
rolled out to people aged 65 to 69 in
Dumfries and Galloway.
All care home residents and staff, who
took up the opportunity, were vaccinated
before Christmas.
Most frontline health and social care
staff have had their first jab as have
most people aged 80 and over.
In the first two weeks of February
vaccinations are being done not only
for people aged 70 and over and those

Tuesday First Minister Nicola Sturgeon
said the cabinet had concluded that
lockdown restrictions had to stay until
at least the end of February.
She said: “If our progress continues,
I’m cautiously optimistic that, as more
people get vaccinated and with the protection of some additional measures,
we may be able to look towards a careful
and gradual easing at the start of March.
“As of this morning, we have given a
first dose of the vaccine to 610,778
people in Scotland.

Extraordinary

First Minister Nicola Sturgeon gives her address to the Scottish parliament on Tuesday

who are shielding but also those in the
65 to 69 age group.
Julie White, Dumfries and Galloway
Health and Social Care Partnership chief
officer, said: “The vaccination programme
has progressed very positively.

First dose

“We’re pleased that most people aged
80 and over have received their first
dose and, as the programme moves on,
we can advance it a little further to
include everyone aged 65 and over.
“Recognising the significant size of
the 65 to 69 age group and based on
vaccine stock expectations, we are to
begin vaccinating this group from
Monday.
“The objective is to complete the programme for those aged 65 to 79 by
February 14.

“This will mean a very large number
of people most at risk from COVID-19
will have some degree of protection.
“It’s crucial that anyone, who is vaccinated, protects themselves, their loved
ones and communities by continuing to
follow the national guidance.
“This means wearing face-coverings
as directed, maintaining hand hygiene
and physical distancing.
“It also means immediately selfisolating, along with family and arranging
a COVID-19 test if experiencing any
symptoms.
“We’re making good progress but
can’t afford the consequences of what
might follow if we let down our guard,
either individually or as a region.”
Information is available on the national
helpline from 8am to 8pm every day on
0800 030 8013.
In her statement to parliament on

“That includes 98 per cent of residents
in older care homes, which is a truly
extraordinary uptake, and 83 per cent
of the number of over-80s we estimate
to be living in the community.
“We’re on track to vaccinate, with the
first dose, all over 70 year olds and
adults classed as being clinically vulnerable by the middle of this month.
“I can advise that 21 per cent of over
75-year-olds have had their first dose.
“Those aged 60 to 64 and unpaid
carers will start to receive appointments
from the third week in February.
She revealed there would be a phased
and gradual return to school from
February 22 but this would be confirmed
in two weeks.
This included a full-time return of
early learning and childcare and a fulltime return for P1 to P3 pupils.
There would be a part-time return, on
a limited basis, for senior pupils to
allow in-school practical work to complete national qualification courses.
Initially, there would be no more than
five to eight per cent of a secondary
school roll attending at any one time
for these purposes.

A congress of golden eagles
TWO Canonbie primary school pupils have excelled in an
art competition focused on the golden eagles released in
southern Scotland.
Matilda Smith, eight, won the eight to 11 category in the
competition run by the South of Scotland Golden Eagle
Project.
The judge was renowned wildlife photographer Laurie
Campbell who lives in the Scottish Borders.
Of Matilda’s entry, he said: “The first thing, which struck me,
was that it was one of the few entries which illustrated more
than one eagle.
“Each bird may have been rendered quite dark but then it is
closer to the plumage of young eagles.
“I also liked the thought which had gone into the individuality
of each, the differences in size, not all facing the same way,
decorated / adorned differently.
“Lastly, the observation of the feathered legs of Emily was a
bonus.”
Chloe Bell, nine, was highly commended.
Laurie said: “A close second and worthy of a mention. A lot
going on in this one but tree to the left, suitably decorated
with a spiral of Christmas lights, is different and is a strong
element which holds the whole scene together.
“I like the way that none of the eagles appear too big and so
shown in context in a scene with lots of details such as the

Digital age
marketing

LANGHOLM and Eskdale-based
businesses are invited to participate in free digital marketing
training, thanks to a partnership
between the Langholm Initiative
and Business Gateway Dumfries
and Galloway.
Langholm Digital will run four
sessions over two weeks to help
business people improve their
digital skills at a time when normal
trading isn’t always possible.
The programme will begin by
focusing on Facebook, both for
beginners and intermediates,
to ensure businesses have
up-to-date knowledge and access
to the world’s largest social media
site.
Learners will gain a detailed
understanding of how to make
sure their business are found online
by getting to know search engines,
like Google, and improving their
position in the results.
The course will cover how to
create engaging online content
so potential customers can be
hooked into learning more about
their services and products.
Participants are encouraged to
attend as many of the sessions as
possible to gain a fulsome
understanding of the essentials
they need for digital marketing.
Jason Railton, project manager,
said: “A large part of our Digital
Skills project work is about
ensuring we’re doing all we can
to support businesses to adapt
and thrive in the digital world
and now, more than ever, that’s
vital for survival.”
The course begins on Tuesday,
February 9 with Facebook from
Scratch. Contact Jason for more
information on 07592 637 562
or email jason@langholminitiative.co.uk
To book, visit bgateway.com/
local-offices/dumfries-and-galloway/events and look for events
branded Langholm Digital.
Borders Business Park
Longtown
CA6 5TD

Come and pop in to our Longtown Surgery
We also run a Pet Health Clinic
every Thursday 4-5 pm in
Newcastleton Village Hall
For an appointment for either of the above
call 01228 791245
Email: info@capontreevets.co.uk
Website: www.capontreevets.co.uk

Book
Booyour
k youeyetest
r eyetest ttoday
oday
Matilda Smith’s painting of the golden eages in southern Scotland wins the
eight to 11 category

falling snow, snow lying on the tree branches and a part view
of the sun.
“The smaller, decorated Christmas tree in the background
adds perspective, too.”

Personal
fromyour
your
Personalcare
careand
andattention
attention from
first
appointment
with
us.
first appointment with us.
Spectacles
ContactLenses
Lenses
Spectaclesand
& Contact
to suit
to
suitall
all budgets
budgets

ERIC
HAGAN

Longtown
Tel: 01228 791664
Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

O P T I C I A N S

www erichaganopticians co uk
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EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND

Langholm ....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council

............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/streetlights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables

www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES

Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7)
...................0800 0281414
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES

Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS

D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS

Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES

Langholm,Eskdalemuir Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS

Langholm Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton
...................013873 75240
Canonbie
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS

Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS

Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours
01461 202508
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Letters to the editor

Landowners
scarring our
landscape

I WAS interested to read a
report issued last week from
an agricultural news agency
which enthused that the price
for Scottish hill farm land
was averaging £3,000 an acre.
This is a near 30 times
increase in the last decade
apparently.
I also noted that, when
Buccleuch’s annual accounts
were released some months
ago, there appeared to be an
unusual reticence in having
their media outlet announce
after-tax profits for the year
exceeding £51m.
This was greatly assisted by
asset sales, which Buccleuch
euphemistically term “reducing
their footprint”.
The results of this assetstripping can now be seen on
the hills around our area, with
large and small farming units
ended and the land permanently
destroyed under the forestry
plough.
Major
landowners
and
forestry interests are scarring
our landscape at an alarming
rate with vast areas of “shallow
peat” and some “not so shallow
peat” being exposed in the
process.
With growing evidence that
commercial forestry on any
peatland is creating a negative

Ruinous
plague

IT IS ironically noticeable
every morning for Radio
Scotland’s traffic reports “for
essential journeys only” to be
invariably followed by “slow
so-and-so road”.
Can this ever shape-shifting
virus be expunged while most
people daily transport themselves multiple miles to another
conurbation, even another
country, for either essential-tothem work or inessential shopping or recreation or simply for
a change of scene?
COVID-19 has already taken
us back 300 years to preindustrial revolution homeworking, like the protoweavers of Langholm.
Will it also return us to living
within walking distance, or
even sight, of our places of
employment?
Talking of essential jobs, last
Sunday BBC Radio Four’s
World This Weekend reported a
world shortage of paper and

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or
email your comments to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk

carbon capture position, when
will the Scottish government
call a halt to this environmental
damage?
I attach photos of the mostrecently vandalised hill at
Cleuchfoot.
This and the many other local
examples are the legacy that
His Grace, Richard Scott, 10th
Duke of Buccleuch, leaves the
people of Langholm and
surrounding area for which,
presumably, we must be truly
thankful.
Aeneas M Nicolson
Bridge House
Langholm

Photographs of the ploughing and excavation work that has already
taken place at Cleuchfoot

Liberal
views

cardboard caused by the explosion in internet purchases during the pandemic.
The Co-op was even said to
be selling its eggs in recycled
plastic boxes as a result.
Seeing as a shortage of any
goods usually results in a premium price and the council is
strapped for cash nearly a year
into this ruinous plague, it
seems somewhat remiss that
the four waste paper and cardboard recycling bins in the Coop car park are overflowing for
a week or two at a time sitting
uncollected.

Hydra-headed

To add yet another long-term
repercussion of this hydraheaded, most unexpected guest
should not it lead to the beneficent effect of a revival in the
British manufacturing industry?
For, if government strictures
on inessential travel are
obeyed, offices and town centres become obsolescent and
foreign holidays luxuries of the
past, should not cars and said
holidays not need to be
afforded.
Margaret Thatcher’s “great

car economy” could be said to
have caused the demise of
British manufacturing such as
in the textile mills of
Langholm, making our goods
uncompetitively expensive, a
demise that the first woman
Prime Minister intended by
closing the mines, steel plants
and shipyards in favour of “service industries”.
The wages of British workers
had to be increased to uncompetitive levels not only to meet
the great hyper-inflation of
those years but also so all could
afford at least one car and one
foreign holiday a year to
increasingly frequent far-flung,
exotic locations.
Without these twin expenses,
second only to our houses,
could not these wages be commensurately reduced, leading
to a revival of Britain’s manufacturing industries?
Who knows, given a simultaneous revival in sartorial standards in Langholm’s one-time
textile mills?
Richard Lennox
Henry Street
Langholm

THE number of recorded
deaths from COVID-19
recently passed the shocking
figure of 100,000 in the UK
and more than 8,000 in
Scotland.
The physical effects of this
deadly virus are sadly welldocumented and have, at least,
resulted in a glimmer of hope
through the development of
vaccines.
However, there is no vaccine
for the mental health effects of
the virus.
Nothing to mitigate the loneliness of lockdown, the trauma
of watching loved ones
become ill, or even die, the
unfulfilled grieving by being
unable to have proper funerals,
the stress of losing jobs and
incomes and the
lack of socialisation and education for our
young people.
These have hit
even harder in
this second lockdown as people’s resilience
is tested again.
The Scottish
L i b e r a l
Democrats have
long highlighted
the shortfall in
mental health
services and lack
of investment in
these services
compared with
the spend on
physical health.

Our children and young people often have to wait months
to even get an appointment
with a specialist, resulting in
more acute symptoms and a
longer recovery.
We will continue to press the
Scottish government and individual health boards to ensure
there is robust planning and
sufficient resources are allocated to tackle the mental
health legacy of the pandemic.
Now, more than ever, we
need to give much-needed support to those who have suffered, and continue to suffer,
the long-term effects.
Catriona Bhatia
Number 1 List Candidate
for South of Scotland
Liberal Democrats
Peebles

Catriona Bhatia

Project offers pupils
skills in technology

Renewable energy programme links young people with mentors
THE Langholm Initiative has
teamed up with Developing
the Young Workforce (DYW)
D&G and the EDT (Engineering Development Trust) to
bring young people a unique
project offering hands-on
experience with industry
leaders.
The Bronze Project is accredited by Industrial Cadets, managed by the EDT and usually
offered only to schools.
By working with the Langholm
Initiative, the team hope to open
it up to a broader age range.
Pitched at bronze level, the
programme supports 11 to 14
year olds to link with industry
mentors and create a project
which equips them with the
skills they need for the future.
The theme focuses on renewable energy and is supported
by mentors from Community
Windpower and astrophysicist
Hayden
Goodfellow
of
Langholm.
Jason said: “This is an exciting
prospect for young people.

Industrial Cadets is a national
programme, with winning teams
selected from eight regions to
compete in the national final.

“We know the jobs of the
future will rely more on science,
technology, engineering and
maths and we all have a
responsibility to support young
people to be prepared for their
careers.
“This project is a fun way for
them to do that. By being in
control of their project, they will
develop their communication,
critical-thinking, creative and
digital skills, among others.

Creative

Mentors

“Very importantly, they’ll work
alongside mentors who will
build their networks and give
them a realistic view of what a
career looks like.”
Young people will be given
access to safe, secure online
meeting places where they can
discuss and develop the project
with their team.
Their mentor will be on hand
to offer guidance and support
but the team will have control
over how their project is run.
Flora Lewis-Gotts, industry

The Bronze Project offers hands-on experience with industry leaders

engagement manager for EDT,
said: “We are delighted to work
with the Initiative, DYW and
Community Windpower.
“This is an exciting opportunity
to engage young people with
the renewable energy sector and
introduce them to an exciting
future of work in the area.
“This is also the first time in

Class war in Langholm

Darren McGarvey’s Class Wars, which begins next week, takes him on a
journey from a council estate to a castle

LANGHOLM is to feature
in a new, four-part series on
BBC Scotland which starts
next week.
Social activist Darren McGarvey ‘crosses over the tracks’
and back again to take a thoughtprovoking and entertaining look
at social class in the 21st century.
Over the course of four, hourlong episodes he dons tweeds
at Lauriston Castle, goes out

on a grouse moor and gets acquainted with cricket and polo.
He meets Erin, a young social
activist of the next generation,
who helped force the government to change its policy on
how exam grades were awarded
during the pandemic.
Darren goes to Scotland’s oldest council estate in Dundee,
talks to gambling addicts and
gets into the nitty-gritty of rural
landownership and working life

in a call centre.
He talks to people from many
walks of life and experience,
including a butler and Scotland’s
first home-grown billionaire,
Tom Hunter.
Darren confronts the existence
and impact of social class in
Scotland today, challenging his
own perceptions of class along
the way.
He said: “I have spent a lifetime railing against the middle
classes but I am at a crossroads.
In this series I see how others
live and I’m starting to question
my own social class.”
The first episode, Identity Crisis, opens with him in a suit at
Lauriston Castle.
It starts with a linguist examining Darren’s accent and quickly spirals out into an authored
examination of the impact of
social class and Darren’s own
identity crisis.
A fun session of croquet is
off-set with an interview with
a voice-over coach who helps
people change their accents, a
challenging discussion with a
butler about class and a look at
marriages across the class divides.
Darren McGarvey’s Class
Wars starts next Tuesday at
10pm.

three years that Dumfries and
Galloway will have students
representing the area in the
National Industrial Cadet Bronze
project.”
The programme runs over 12
weeks, with weekly team meetings online and plenty of
opportunities to discuss progress
with mentors.

IN BRIEF
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Jason said: “Only Langholm
and Moffat have been picked
from Dumfries and Galloway
so this is a chance to show our
entrepreneurial, creative and
technical skills in a safe, supported environment.
“It’s lots of fun and ideal for
young people who are thinking
about their careers and what
they look like.
“Our economy is constantly
changing and renewable energy
is a growing sector which we
need to build young people’s
confidence to aspire to.”
If you or your young person
are interested, call Jason on
07592 637 562 or email
jason@langholminitiative.co.uk
Alternatively, Langholm
Initiative can be reached through
private messaging on its Facebook page, Twitter or website.

Cafe’s new
takeaways

WHITSHIELS
Café
in
Langholm is reopening for takeaways.
The café will be open from
Wednesday/Thursday until
Sunday.
The new takeaway menu is
currently being printed.
As a result of demand, the
café will now offer vegetarian
and vegan meals.
_____________________

Business
webinars

BUSINESS Gateway is running
a number of webinars this
month, including marketing on
a budget, sales: how to find
them, make them and keep
them, HR: the essentials for
running a business and writing
a business plan and why it's
essential for all businesses.
There is also a tourism specific
webinar with VisitScotland so
check out what's coming up
over the next few weeks and
what other support is available
to help your business.

Online subscriptions to the
are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read
anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.
GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT! STARTING AT £1 A WEEK
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Farming on the Border

How green is our
digital age? Discuss

In association with
C & D AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

Brexit forces dairy
to halt its exports

C&D Auction Marts Ltd had forward
2,514 store hoggs, cast ewes and rams
at the weekly sale at Longtown on Tuesday, January 26.
Another good show of quality hoggs attracted many local and distant buyers.
Top price of £119 and £111 for Texels
from Kilnhill, others to £112 The Hagg,
£110 Shield & Sewell House, £109 South
Port o Spittal & Greenburn & East Farm;
Cheviots to £112, £109, £103, £100
Bloch, £102 Twislehope; Mules to £112
Dunns House, £109 East Farm, £108
Greenburn, £107 Mains of Collin, £105
Balmurrie; Suffolks to £110 South South
o Port, £110, £106 Shield, £107 Grindon
Hill, £103 Muirfield, £99 Satchells, £98
Shankfieldhead.; Beltexes to £108 Carrawbrough; Charollais £105, £101, £100
Moss Side, £98 Marwhirn.; Cheviot
Mules to £102 Sweetbit; Romneys to
£101, £97 South Port o Beck; Blackfaces
to £111, £96, £95 Wanwood Hill; Zwartbles to £94 Glenlea; Jacobs to £86 Parks;
North Country Cheviots to £94 Parks,
£93 Marwhirn; Swaledales to £75 Shield;
Herdwicks to £74 Racy Ghyll.
Feeding ewes to a top of £105 Satchells

for Texels, others to £104 South Port o
Spittal; Cheviot Mules to £94 Satchells;
Easycares to £88 Glenlea; Blackfaces to
£58 Blackburn. Cast rams to £97 Oakburn
for a Texel, others to £96 South Port o
Spittal; Cheviots to £95 Carlenrigg
The mart had forward a large show of
1,250 in-lamb sheep at the sale on the
same day.
A great ringside of buyers, with all
classes exceeding vendors’ expectations,
with many customers going home empty
handed and still looking for sheep. More
entries requested for the next catalogued
sale on Tuesday, February 9.
Ewes: Texel £185 Kinning Hall, £162,
£152 Hill Top, £158, £145, £142 Ballabrew. Mule £185, £165 Kinning Hall,
£160, £150 Hill Top, £142 Oakburn.
Suffolk £162, £145, £140 Ballabrew,
£148 Maulscastle. Charollais £145
Maulscastle. Swaledale £85, £84 Croft
House, £82 Ottercops.
Gimmers: Texel £145, £142 Oakburn,
£145 Ballabrew.
Ewe hoggs: Suffolk £140 Maulscastle.
Cheviot Mule £134, £128, £110 Maulscastle. Mule £110 Hill Top.

Garry Phillips Agricultural
and Motor Engineers

“We mainly sell this cheese
direct to customers on our website. While online sales have
always been important to us,
the impact of COVID-19 means
80 per cent of our cheese is
now sold this way.
“Cheese is dispatched in small
quantities and sent overnight
by courier to our customers’
own homes.
The paperwork is not designed
for businesses like ours.
“Every delivery of organic
dairy products into Northern
Ireland needs a vet’s health certificate and an organic inspection
certificate, plus export paperwork.
“Our average order value is
about £35. The cost of complying with the new rules makes
direct to consumer sales into
Northern Ireland unviable.
“The biggest blow for us is
telling our customers in Northern
Ireland that we can no longer
send them cheese.
“We are so sorry to be unable
to find a workable solution.”

Please ‘like’ our Facebook page

THE devastating consequences of Brexit for small
businesses are starting to be
felt, says Colin Smyth, South
Scotland MSP.
His comments came after a
statement by The Ethical Dairy
in Galloway which says the cost
of complying with new regulations means direct customer
sales to Northern Ireland are
no longer viable.
The paperwork needed to send
products of animal origin is
designed for businesses moving
large volumes of products.
This is unsustainable for businesses such as The Ethical Dairy
which sells small amounts of
product directly to customers.
Mr Smyth said: “This is what
many people were concerned
about and, unfortunately, this
won’t be the last small company
in Dumfries and Galloway
which is forced to make difficult
and costly decisions like this.”
Wilma Finlay of The Ethical
Dairy said: “We make unpasteurised organic cheese with the
milk from our organic farm.

THE role of digital in securing
a green rural economy is the
focus of a virtual conference
being held by Scotland’s Rural
College (SRUC) and Teagasc.
The potential of digitalisation
to achieve a sustainable natural
economy brings perspectives
and insights on the role of digital
technologies to secure a green
recovery after the coronavirus
pandemic.
Professor Wayne Powell,
SRUC principal and chief
executive, and Professor Gerry
Boyle, Teagasc director, jointly
chair the event, which includes
four delivered by researchers
from both institutions and an
open discussion.
Professor Donagh Berry of
Teagasc and VistaMilk will talk
about value-creating, decision
support tools.
The digitalisation of the dairy

deployed in the natural economy
sector and the real benefits it
achieves.

Advisory

Dairy farming in the digital age is one of the topics to be presented at a
virtual conference next week

value chain is presented by
Professor Richard Dewhurst,
head of the college’s Dairy
Research Centre.

Dr Hannah Rudman, senior
challenge research fellow and
data policy lead at SRUC, shows
how new technology is being

A full ring of very competitive buyers
ensured all classes of well-finished hoggs
are still very much in demand and keenly
sought after for the coming weeks of
Thursday primestock sales.
Principal prices (per kilo): Beltex 358p
East Bar, 341p Watch Currock, 340p
Gelston Castle, 339p Grassmainston,
332p Dipton Foot, 329p Arnicle, 326p
High Greenhill, 325p Watch Currock,
321p Longlea & High Greenhill, 320p
Westernhopeburn. Texel 343p Gelston
Castle, 337p Arnicle, 321p Kirkbride,
310p Gelston Castle & Ifferdale, 309p
Westernhopeburn, 307p Gallowberry,
305p, 304p Copperthorns. Blue Texel
300p Carran. Cheviot 297p Ifferdale,
293p Maidencots, 290p Rigfoot, 284p
Carnavel & Upper Hindhope, 283p, 281p
Glendearg, 280p Micklethwaite, 279p
Rigfoot, 278p Ifferdale, 277p Glendearg,
275p Bishopcleugh. Suffolk 292p Gelston
Castle, 288p High Cattadale, 285p Newton of Logierait, 281p Bog House, 279p
Camaghael, 275p Swaites, 274p
Dalbhraddan, 271p Bog House. Blackface
290p Granton & Upper Hindhope, 288p
Silloans, 284p Sorbie, 279p Camaghael,

278p Arnicle & Silloans, 277p Arnicle,
276p Bog House & Fingland, 275p Rigfoot, Chapel & Silloans. Mule 289p
Swaites, 286p Whinneyknowe, 282p Silloans, 278p, 276p Arnicle, 274p Maidencots, 272p Garchew, 271p Dalbhraddan,
270p Camaghael, 266p, 265p Main Street,
261p Newton Cottage & Whinneyknowe,
260p Bog House & Gartvaigh. Herdwick
278p Brae Edge, 269p Millriggs, 265p
Bridge End, 264p, 253p Longrow Cottage,
253p Maidencots. Charollais 257p Bog
House, 227p, 223p Newton Cottage.
Cheviot Mule 256p Copperthorns, 238p
Scrabster House, 235p High Wood, 228p
Scrabster House, 228p, 226p Burnside.
Swaledale 243p Barr Hill. North Country
Cheviot 228p Carruthers.
A larger show of 2,891 ewes sold to an
increased ring of buyers, ensuring all
classes maintained high rates of return.
Light ewes still a big trade.
Pure-bred Texel ewes topped the sale at
£190, shown by R Osborne, Castlehill,
Dumfries.
Hill ewes to £97 for Cheviots from D
Carr & Son, High Wood, Hexham.
Rams sold to £147 for Texels from AM

Around the marts

The mart had forward 6,660 sheep comprising 3,769 prime hoggs and 2,891
cast ewes and rams at the weekly sale
on Thursday, January 28.
A mixed show of 3,769 hoggs forward,
again well-finished hoggs very good to
cash.
Best Beltex hoggs traded between 310p
and 340ppk and more could have been
handled with ease.
Commercial export hoggs a serious trade
and many more could have been sold to
vendors’ advantage.
Topping the sale at 358p was a pen of
seven Beltex hoggs shown by S Cluckie,
East Bar, Port William.
Heavy hoggs similar to last week’s trade.
Topping price per head at £145 were
Beltex hoggs from Messrs Mcarthur, Arnicle, Argyll.
Lightweight hoggs were a mixed show
and very good to sell, being a lot dearer
on the week. Properly finished hoggs
sold very well, while leaner sorts would
be better sold in the store sale on Tuesday
here.
Hoggs dearer on the week, achieving an
average of 257.6p (SQQ 273.7p).

Dr John Hyland of Teagasc’s
talk is on delivering farm advisory services in the digital age.
Professor Powell said: “Science
and technology are unearthing
solutions to help tackle food
security, energy shortages and
climate change.
“This virtual webinar conference gives Scotland and Ireland
a chance to showcase how digital
solutions can be used to secure
a sustainable natural economy,
which is part of our vision for
the future.”
The conference is on Tuesday,
February 9 from 11am to
12.30pm. For more information
and to register visit
www.teagasc.ie/sruc

& L Sutherland, Carran, Thurso.
Heavy ewes: Texel £190 Castlehill, £187,
£179 Orchardton Mains, £178 Watch
Currock, £177 Kilncroft & Linnhead,
£173 Sharplaw, £171 Tercrosset, £170
Howard House, £169 Carnavel, £163
Tercrosset & Balgray Hill, £161 Sharplaw.
Beltex £131 Tercrosset, £119 Longlea,
£109 Maidencots, £107 Tercrosset. Suffolk £119 Gelston Castle, £117 West
End & Harelawhill, £115 Maidencots,
£107 Camaghael, Tarrasfoot & Blackheddon, £105 Pallinsburn. Charollais
£117 Dunnabie House, £115 Justinlees,
£113 Harelawhill. Cheviot Mule £115
Gelston Castle, £107 Orchardton Mains
& Harelawhill, £105 Wauchope, £103
Torikka, £100 Pallinsburn. Blue Texel
£112 Dunnabie House, £110 Tundergath
Mains. North Country Cheviot £111 Carruthers, £103 Gilston, £99 Orchardton
Mains, Carruthers & Balgray Hill, £97
Earlside, £95 Cloggers Cottage & Commonside. Bluefaced Leicester £111 Tinnis,
£101 Springwells, £99, £95 Camaghael,
£95 Longlea. Bleu du Maine £110
Howard House. Mule £98 Mossband
House, £95 Cambeckhill, Balgray Hill.

GARRY PHILLIPS Agricultural & Motor Engineers
0%Finance* on

Call Us For Your Winter Feed Requirements

Available Now

Roughsyke, Roadhead, Carlisle, CA6 6NL

016977 48227

www.quadbikescumbria.co.uk
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A Year
in the
Life
In the most challenging
year our country has
faced in generations,
the Muckle Toon
showed its muckle
heart, its muckle
tenacity and its muckle
community spirit.
The people of
Langholm, while often
socially distanced, were
never more united.
What follows is only a
small snapshot of
twelve months that will
never be forgotten, and
the people, events and
activities that deserve
to be remembered.

High Street Heroes and Back Street Beacons

When COVID-19 struck and the
country was plunged into lockdown,
Langholm’s local businesses ensured
that nobody was locked away from the
vital services they required.
The Paper Shop’s delivery boys and girls
never stopped getting news of the
national crisis to those who needed it
most. Johnnie Ritchie, who has served
the town’s grocery needs for more than
ﬁve decades, kept his door open on
Thomas Telford Road. Browns’ Family
Butchers launched just as the pandemic
struck but, far from being deterred,
showed drive and innovation, taking
telephone orders and delivering them to
the community’s doors. The Co-op’s
band of coronavirus warriors (Gary,
Eddie, Caroline, Ryan and Adam) also
took on the task of delivering to around
30 homes a day – often in their spare
time – as demand for services rose by
40%. And the chemist rose to perhaps its
greatest challenge of recent times, with
Gordon, Vicky, Marie, Brenda, Mhairi,
Susan, Louise, Jennie and Zara all putting
their own health on the line on the shop
ﬂoor. Meanwhile, Bailey Donaldson
literally went the extra mile, delivering
hundreds of prescriptions to the most
vulnerable.
Bryan kept his crucial community bus
service COVID-secure. And the posties
kept ploughing away too, keeping the
most isolated in touch with the outside
world.
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Co-op staﬀ weren’t alone in
ensuring essentials reached those
unable to leave home.
A team of volunteers including Moira
Lamb, Hayden Goodfellow, Eilidh
Macgregor and Alan Warwick went
above and beyond the call of duty to
ship supplies from the store. A Covid19 support group, headed up by
Margaret Railton, Sue Toon, Lawrie
Baxter and Kerry Hinds, quickly
materialised, keeping people up to
date with all the latest guidance
online, while providing indispensable
assistance on the ground.
While Langholm Health Centre and
the Thomas Hope Hospital faced
unprecedented demand and dealt
with it admirably throughout 2020,
Langholm Day Centre also came into
its own, delivering almost 500 meals
within the ﬁrst three weeks of the
original lockdown alone.
The home caring team upped their
hours and their responsibilities to
guarantee that nobody had to face
lockdown alone.

School teachers, support staﬀ and
catering teams throughout the
Langholm and Canonbie Cluster
entered unchartered (and potentially
dangerous) territory undeterred, and
found new ways to carry out their old
jobs.
Playcare workers too. And those
staﬀ, rather than taking a well-earned
rest in the run-up to Christmas,
instead carried out random acts of
kindness in the community.
Innovation again came to the fore as
Emma and Leanne from Rose’s
Wardrobe combined their talents with
donated fabric to sew scrubs
embroidered with inspiring messages
for frontline NHS staﬀ, and sold
charity headbands to further help the
cause.
Alan Miller can hardly have expected
that when his own textile business
Yarns to Yearn For launched the
Muckle Toun tartan, the most indemand item in his range would be
face masks, worn proudly by
Langholmites at home and abroad.

Langholm’s
Back in Business

After a testing few years that have
seen major businesses fold or vacate
the town, the emergence of the
pandemic in early 2020 did not bode
well for Langholm. But the seeds
were planted for a number of
success stories.
Ian Maxwell rescued Drove Weavers
from the brink, ensuring the looms
kept running in Langholm and
retaining relationships with a host of
crucial clients, while seeking to
nurture a new generation of textile
talent.
Frankie Steele’s 73 year-old FTS
Dyers may have been challenged
severely by COVID, but the man
himself was able to retire and leave
the business and its 15-strong
workforce in the capable hands of
James Blackburn and Ali Little,
conﬁdent that it will bounce back in
2021.
South of Scotland Enterprise
awarded funding to help Hilltop Leaf
create Scotland’s ﬁrst medicinal
cannabis farm to the north of the
town, with the promise of more than
50 new jobs.
The vacant Graham’s Yard on Henry
Street was snapped up, almost
accidentally, by Latimer’s of

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Langholm, but found ﬁve eager
tenants for its industrial units
within a matter of days.
The Stevenson Trust took great
strides in ensuring that the former
Reid & Taylor and Border Fine Arts
premises will enjoy a new lease of life
as business and retail hubs, and
Stuart Campbell quietly established
his promising Borderlands Brewery
adjacent to the Townfoot site.
The Eskdale Foundation began work
in earnest in transforming the former
police station into aﬀordable
accommodation, while Loreburn
Housing Association oversaw the ﬁnal
stages of a planning process that will
welcome an extensive development
of new homes – including critical
extra-care sheltered housing - to the
Murtholm.
And towards the end of the year, the
mood of optimism shifted to the High
Street, where a clarion call to “shop
local” was answered loudly and
clearly, with pop-up shops reporting a
roaring trade, a voucher scheme
spreading the wealth from business
to business, and Latimer’s online
Christmas advert boasting more than
13,000 views (not bad for a town of
2000 people).

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Lighting Up
Langholm

The Christmas Local Heroes event
was among many that lit up
Langholm in one of its darkest hours.
The monument on Whita Hill was
turned blue to honour the NHS as its
staﬀ tirelessly tackled the pandemic.
£800 raised by Calum Graham and a
host of the town’s best-known
organisations was donated to the
Thomas Hope Hospital, as Centre
Stage stepped in to cover the cost.
And during July, when spirits could
have been dented by the absence of a
standard Common Riding, local
landmarks were again lit up to boost
the morale of the community and keep
Langholm’s spirit shining bright.

Keeping Our Culture Alive
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Langholm wouldn’t be Langholm
without its Common Riding, and
COVID-19 proved no barrier to the
annual marking of our boundaries.
Under the stewardship of Roger and
his committee, a COVID-secure
commemoration was organised
meticulously and movingly, with
semi-jubilee Cornet Stevie Ellwood
joined by right and left hand men
Henry Jeﬀrey and Iain Little to carry
out the rituals without the usual
crowds, and Rae Elliot and Chris Tait
passionately crying the fair to a
reduced audience on Whita.
Around the town, more small-scale
expressions of our heritage were in
evidence throughout 2020, with
OutPost Arts creating a shopfront for
local talent and continuing to run
workshops and courses within the
constraints of the pandemic.
The group teamed up with regional
arts organisation Upland and the
Langholm Initiative to celebrate our
town’s textile legacy, using artists-inresidence to inspire local
imaginations and involving school
pupils to design and create eyecatching aprons. OutPost was also
commissioned to oversee a largescale mural project at Langholm

Playcare undertaken by Academy
students.
With so much of our cultural
consumption moving online, Tom
Hutton’s Tootlepedal blog, describing
his daily routine of birdwatching,
cycling, walking and the odd bit of
recorder playing was a source of
comfort for many.
The familiar refrains of the pipe and
town bands may have been missing
from the High Street this summer, but
Langholm’s legendary musical
prowess wasn’t entirely silenced by
coronavirus.
Thousands enjoyed virtual concerts
for the Common Riding, Christmas
and New Year, produced to perfection
by Centre Stage Community Theatre
and given a global platform by Josh
Calvert and John Innes via their
Langholm Live channel. The year was
rounded oﬀ in suitably celebratory
style, as the community created
lanterns to celebrate 2020’s local
heroes and these were paraded
around the Castleholm through a
mesmerising light display, all brought
to fruition against the odds by Centre
Stage and the Langholm Initiative
before lockdown measures were
reinstated.

In a year when sport seemed
destined to grind to a halt, Langholm
Legion FC got back on the pitch.
Team Manager Barry Henderson is
credited with boosting the physical
and mental wellbeing of the squad as
he strove to introduce a COVID-secure
return to training (balancing his
heroics here with the launch of an
environmentally and sociallyconscious milk delivery operation).
At school level, Langholm Academy’s
S1 and S2 Giant Heptathlon Team
didn’t just beat the lockdown barrier.
They beat the rest of the country,
emerging as Scottish champions in
their ﬁrst attempt and triumphing
over nearly 30 diﬀerent schools.

For other youngsters, lockdown
arrived at the most frustrating time
imaginable. The Langholm Academy
Netball Team had made it through to
the Scottish Schools Netball Final
(Silver Band) and were due to play
their showdown match against
Strathallan in Edinburgh just ﬁve days
after nationwide restrictions were put
in place.
With horse-racing oﬀ the agenda,
James Ewart Racing staﬀ stayed in situ
throughout the year to look after 45
horses, with head lad David Macleod
even sacriﬁcing his anniversary to
ensure the animals’ welfare.
And for those needing cheering up,
Langholm Rugby Club and its many
supporters were on hand at the start
of lockdown and again at the end of
the year to lift spirits with videos
reaching several thousands of people,
and even attracting the participation
of a double World Cup winner.

Unstoppable
Sporting
Success

Getting Back
to Nature
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If roping in Richie McCaw for a
Christmas rugby club video seemed
like a muckle eﬀort from the Muckle
Toon, perhaps the biggest headlinegrabber of the year was the successful
community buyout of 5,200 beautiful
acres of Langholm Moor.
The purchase of land from Buccleuch
Estates, led by Kevin Cumming and his
dedicated colleagues at the Langholm
Initiative, will pave the way for the
establishment of the Tarras Valley
Nature Reserve, allowing restoration
of peatland and replanting of native
woodland.
Not only is this move of huge
environmental beneﬁt, it puts
Langholm ﬁrmly on the map for
nature lovers and outdoor recreation
enthusiasts. The buyout was secured
thanks to the success of a locally-led
crowdfunding campaign, and major
support from the Scottish Land Fund,
South of Scotland Enterprise, the

Looking
Forward

2021 marks Langholm’s 400th
anniversary as a burgh following the
signing of the town’s charter on
September 19th 1621.
With mass-vaccination underway and
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Carman Family Foundation, the Bently
Foundation, the John Muir Trust, the
Garﬁeld Weston Foundation and the
Woodland Trust.
The years ahead will give us the
opportunity to show these generous
funders that it was money well spent,
and we must all work together to
ensure the entire community beneﬁts
from what was a colossal eﬀort on the
part of those at the helm.

light at the end of the tunnel, we must
take what opportunities we can to
celebrate not only our emergence
from COVID restrictions, but what we
as a community have been able to
achieve while constrained by them.
All of the incredible work outlined
above represents just a sample of
what Langholm can do in the worst of
times. Let’s show the world what we

can do in the best of times, and come
together in our dozens of unique local
organisations to make 2021 a year to
remember for all the right reasons.
The Langholm Alliance has employed
Nicol Nicolson as Community
Enterprise Manager and Kerry Wonfor
as Project Assistant to help bring our
ten-year Community Action Plan to
fruition. Don’t hesitate to contact

nicol@langholm-alliance.co.uk or
kerry@langholm-alliance.co.uk if you
have any questions relating to the
plan, or would like to know how you
can get involved in making what’s
already an incredible town an even
better place to live in, work in and visit
by 2030.
____________________________

The Langholm Alliance | Commercial House | High Street | Langholm | DG13 0JH | Nicol - 07881 675417 | Kerry - 07969 904164 | e. nicol@langholm-alliance.co.uk

Feedback will
aid bridge plan
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Developer seeks views on active travel
AS PART of Loreburn Housing Association’s forthcoming
extra care and affordable
housing development at
Murtholm Farm, Langholm,
we have included plans for
the construction of a pedestrian / cycle / wheeling bridge
to connect the new development to the rest of Langholm
and its amenities.
Sustrans is supporting Loreburn HA with the design and
construction of the bridge as
well as Active Travel routes
beyond.
As part of this ongoing work,
we need to consult the community of Langholm on current
levels of Active Travel, what
barriers prevent this and how
our new bridge connection
might improve Active Travel
in the area.
As part of the consultation
process, Loreburn, Sustrans and
Transport Scotland have created
a short survey to help gain some

feedback and opinions from the
community on Active Travel.
It forms the first part of our
community consultation process
ahead of detailed planning applications for the new bridge
and housing development.
This will help to make sure
we meet all the needs of the
community.

Feedback

If you live in and around
Langholm, could you please
take a few minutes to complete
the survey. Your feedback is
invaluable.
The Murtholm development
will include the new bridge and
extra care housing as the first
phase of the development.
Loreburn is also looking towards developing further affordable housing on the site
which will be a mixture of two,
three and four-bedroom homes,
all built to Passivhaus Standard,
the optimum standard of house-

building in terms of energy efficiency.
Building to Passivhaus Standard is part of Loreburn’s strategic ambition to make affordability for our customers at the
heart of the homes we develop
and tackle fuel poverty in the
region.
If you live in or around
Langholm or you know someone, who would like to move
to or return to the community,
we would like to hear from you
as to what your housing needs
might be.
This could be the size of home
you would like or a particular
housing need such as a medical
adaptation.
If you have any thoughts on
this, please contact us at Development@loreburn.org.uk or
call Graham Robertson on
01387 321316 or Denise Carr
on 01387 321317 and we can
help explore this further with
you.”

1. How Regularly do you travel
actively (please tick box)?
Always

Most of the time

Murtholm Farm
Development:

Pedestrian &
Cycle Bridge
Active Travel
Survey:

Please return completed
questionnaires to:
FREEPOST
RSTA-SRCL-KHGK
Loreburn Housing
Association
27 Moffat Road,
Dumfries
DG1 1NN
Or e-mail to:

Development@loreburn.org.uk
Please note that this
questionnaire is
completed anonymously

2. Please tell us how frequently you use the following
methods of transport for journeys of less than 2 miles:
1st most important, 5th least important.

Some of the time

Car – As the driver

Never (e.g. always go by car)
Not applicable (e.g. never

Taxi

Hardly ever

travel for this purpose)

4. Do any of the following prevent
you from travelling actively to your
destination?
Please select all that apply:

Perceptions of safety

Lack of suitable routes

Lack of facilities such as
showers, lockers
Obstacles in cycle lanes
and footways
Not having time for
active travel

Lack of knowledge of
available active travel routes
The comfort of using a car

The need to carry heavy
or bulky loads

The need to make linked
trips to work, such as school
drop off, caring for family

Security of belongings
e.g. unattended bikes

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

3 The following is a list of positive outcomes that
Active Travel can contribute towards.
Please rank them in order of importance to you – select
one for each column: 1st most important, 5th least important.

Car – As a passenger

3rd

4th

5th

Financial savings such
as vehicle running costs

Cycle

Health benefits from
physical activity

Motorcycle/Moped
Walk

Reduced journey times
in urban areas

Adapted Bikes

Walking with a pram

Using wheelchair/mobility
scooter or other aid
5. Do you think the new bridge
will help to promote and
improve active travel in
Langholm:

2nd

Reduced traffic on roads

Bus

Other

Improved air quality

1st

6. The bridge and cycle path
will enhance active travel routes
already available in Langholm:

Strongly Agree

Strongly Agree

Agree

Agree

Neutral

Neutral

Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Strongly Disagree

7. Please use this area below to provide comments,
feedback and any ideas that you feel could help
promote Active Travel in and around Langholm:
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100 years:Eskdale and District Cow Club

Memories and Milestones
We commence our serialisation of Tommy Beattie’s book

INTRODUCTION

I was born on the 14th day of
January 1923 9.45pm) in an
upstairs house in back
Eskdaill Street, which is now
called Eskdale Place.
There were two houses up
those stairs with a sandstone
landing extending from the top
of the stairs to a point just
beyond the second door. I
believe I spent many an hour in
my pram on that landing,
“singing” incessantly.
The people next door were
called Calvert and they were
lovely people. They nursed me
many times to help my mother.
As I grew older, they became,
as one would expect, adopted
Grannie and Aunties. Apart
from Granny Calvert there were
daughters, Martha, Jessie, Kate,
Nellie and brothers Dick and
John.

Calverts

John was Ross Calvert’s
father. Ross is recovering from
his second operation for a heart
by-pass and I think he will be
the last of the Calvert line, as I
am in my father’s line.
Ross and his wife Anne live in
St Ives, Bedfordshire. Anne’s

father (James Telford) had a
wool shop at the top of Lizzies
entry, in Henry St. My own
family consisted of my father,
mother, and two sisters, Lizzie
and Nanny. Lizzie was the
older, then myself, with Nanny
the youngest. Dear Nannie died
aged 57 after a long illness on
2nd February 1982
Names were very important
in those days and were chosen
after much discussion and, let’s
be honest, argument. My father
was Robert John Beattie and
was addressed by most people
as Robert John. Some would
address him as AR JIY in the
phonetic. I am sure he preferred
Robert John.

Campbell

He had a brother called
Campbell who was killed
in France in 1916/17. I get
Campbell from my uncle and
Thomas or Tommy from my
grandfather. I will tell you more
about them later.
My mother’s name was Janet,
no other names were added.
She came from a large family of
fifteen. I will not name them.
Having
mentioned
my
mother’s family it might be of
interest in these days to see
what a large family looks like.
(I will enter their group photo in
this section to emphasise

exactly what that is)
My mother’s father married
again and had a further nine
bairns. I cannot remember the
mix but I have met three, I don’t
know where the rest are, strange
how two families don’t always
get together.

Unique

Getting back to names, they
seem to have lost value I suppose that would be the way to
classify it. As far as names are
concerned, Langholm has a
most unique habit, to my
knowledge anyway. The habit is
married women always get
called by their maiden names.
For example, Lizzie Beattie not
Lizzie Graham, Mattie Notman
not Mattie Young and one more
Mame Harkness not Mame
Bell.
Today is different and at the
risk of offending a lot of people,
not for the better I feel sure.
One half of the population
have no idea who the other half
are.
We have lost the most important part of all, the habit of
speaking to everyone we meet
on the street. Why? Because we
don’t know who they are or
from whence they came.
To be continued

The P4 class of 1979 where the majority are turning 50 this year. Back row: Elaine Wallace, Martin Davidson, Nicholas
Trussler, David McVittie, Ross Calvert, Donna-Marie Maxwell, Miss Ellis. Middle: Suzanne Corrie, Mark Satchell, Pamela
Fawkes, Tracey Aitchison, Christopher Grant, Jenny Harris, Robin Waitt. Front: Kelly Smith, Darren Middlemass,
Steven Whillans, Duncan Johnstone, Louise Dalgleish, Owen Brown, Alan Tolson and Grieg Murray

A dance in aid of the above club was held in the Holm School, Eskdalemuir on Friday evening,
when a most enjoyable evening dancing was engaged in to excellent music supplied by Messers
Rutherford and Jardine (violins) and Mr James Law (piano), ably assisted by others of the company. A substantial tea was provided by the ladies in the parish and a few friends, and was well
looked after by Mrs Bell, Bankhead, and Mrs Carruthers, Garwaldwater. The evening being fine,
there was a good attendance. Messers J Blackstock and R J Scott acted as M.C.s in a most efficient manner. The committee wish to take this opportunity of thanking all those who assisted in
any way to make the dance such a success. The arrangements were carried out by the following
committee:- Messrs J Blackstock, James Law, W E Scott, James Anderson, R Armstrong, J
Thompson, George Scott and RJ Scott secretary.

75 years: At Eskdalemuir

At the monthly meeting of Eskdalemuir W R I, Miss Dinwoodie presided and chief business was
the drawing out of a syllabus for the remainder of the year. Suggestions were taken, and interesting ones were received which resulted in a very attractive syllabus being arranged. Some new
members were enrolled. Donations towards the children’s entertainments were received from
Mrs Glendinning, Nether Cassock, and Mrs Borland, The Manse, and from Mr A Beattie, Burncleuch. Misses Daisy Kerr and Charlotte Pringle served tea and on the call of Miss Dinwoodie
were accorded a hearty vote of thanks. The next meeting on 13th February will include a demonstration on the repairing of a coat collar. An acknowledgement was read by the secretary for the
receipt of £6 from the Treasurer of the British Empire Campaign which was organised by the
WRI members some time ago.

50 years: William Flint

Although William Flint was not a native of Langholm much of his work is still in extant in the
Muckle Toon. We must confess our knowledge of Mr Flint was somewhat limited. While we
knew of him, we did not know much about him but thanks again to the scrapbook we can pass
on some very interesting information to our readers. William Flint, who died at the age of 49
years in the 1880’s was a talented sculptor. Well known in Langholm, he worked from time to
time with Mr George Scott and later started business on his own account. It was Mr Flint who
was responsible for the carvings on the façade of the National Commercial Royal Bank in
Langholm, and the effigies are supposed to be of Mr Watson then the manager of the Bank, his
wife and members of his family. Mr Flint also carved most of the prominent tombstones in
Wauchope Kirkyard. The scrap book cutting informs us that Mr Flint married Janet Irving,
daughter of Mr James Irving, Kirkwynd, Langholm, and afterwards removed to Dumfries where
he continued at his skilled trade and where examples of his art can still be seen on the walls of
Greyfriars Church in the county town. We hope our reference to a scrapbook will perhaps prove
an incentive for some of our readers to start one because there is a great deal of joy to be had in
it’s compiling and retrospectively, in its perusal.

25 years: New group comes to mums rescue

The After School Club answered the prayers of many working mothers this week. The newlyformed Out of School Scheme opened for business on Monday between 3pm and 6pm and was
therefore able to come to the rescue when the schools announced their closure because of the
weather on Tuesday. The Mission Hall was open from 9am to 6pm and will continue to operate
any time the schools are closed. On behalf of the organisation, Margaret Railton said: “if the
schools do close in the event of an emergency, we will do our best to accommodate the children.” The scheme will also operate five days a week after school and will be open on 15th, 16th,
19th and 20th February when the children will be on half term holidays. If you wish to register
your child, or would like further information on the scheme, contact Margaret Railton on 80122
or Langholm Community Centre.

Langholm children enjoying winter sports 75 years ago

The E&L Gallery
www.eladvertiser.co.uk
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Big Bang beams back to Book Town
The Benty from Sherra Craigs captured by Glen Laidlaw of Langholm

BIG Bang is back, beaming online
science and astronomy events to the
world.
Wigtown’s 2021 festivals’ programme
blasts off with digital explorations of the
Northern Lights, dark matter, space
medicine and our sub-atomic origin.
Scotland’s National Book Town is
relaunching its Big Bang celebration of
astronomy, science and the dark skies
of Galloway.
It was cancelled in 2020 so this year it
is in digital form, with more than 10
events lined up from March 3 to 6.
Participants of Big Bang Week include
Dr Christina Mackaill, a clinical research

fellow in emergency medicine at Queen
Elizabeth University Hospital, Glasgow.
She is part of an international team
developing an advanced life support
guideline for microgravity.
She founded Scotland's first space
medicine society in 2016 and is now on
the medical team conducting a simulated
astronaut mission in the Negev Desert.
Brian Clegg, best-selling science writer,
discusses his book, What Do You Think
You Are?: The Science of What Makes
You You.
It follows an extraordinary trail from
21st-century humankind to our subatomic origins.

Nathan Case, one of the UK's leading
experts on the Northern Lights, guides
us through their causes, where to see
them and how you can contribute to our
understanding of the ever-surprising
aurora.
Dr Case is a senior research associate
in space and planetary physics at
Lancaster University and a member of
the AuroraWatch UK team.
Most of the universe seems to be
"dark" which, to an astronomer, means
not only black but also invisible. What
could be out there?
How do we know if we can't observe it
directly?

The Aurora Australis

Camera: Samsung A51

Dr Nathan Case of Lancaster University

Dr Joe Zuntz, a lecturer in astrophysics
at the University of Edinburgh, based at
the Royal Observatory, talks about how
cosmologists are exploring the deeplystrange Dark Sector.
Other events will look at Galloway's
unique dark skies heritage and there
will be online exhibitions and a new
video and audio commissioned for the
event.
Full details available shortly at

Our beautiful homeland
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The cairn up North Burn at Westerhall
Sheila Weir, Westerkirk

Pastoral perfection.

Splendid view of the Esk Valley in Westerkirk looking down on Craig Farm and the training gallops

Panoramic view of Eskdalemuir looking towards Ettrick Penn
Mairi Telford Jammeh, Langholm

Frozen droplets

Sheila Weir

Kirsty McHugh, Canonbie

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Irving Davidson, Langholm

A poem lovely as a tree
Michael Bogg, Newcastleton

Pancake ice on the Liddel Water

Michael Bogg
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54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH
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CHIMNEY SWEEP

MARK FRASER

PLANNING

CHIMNEY SWEEP

COMMISSIONING
▪
SERVICING
▪
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie
DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773
m. 07801 658561

TO LET

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819
SCRAP METAL

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE

TO LET - LANGHOLM

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN
Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk
COMPLAINTS

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER

COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in
The Eskdale and Liddesdale Advertiser, please
come into the office on Langholm High Street and
speak to the editor, Rachel Norris.

Alternatively, please contact the Company Secretary
by email – secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk
or by writing to:The Company Secretary
Muckle Toon Media
Ashley Bank House
Langholm DG13 0AN

SUPPORT

Chimneys and
Stove Flues swept.

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
is part funded by

Dumfriesshire East

Community Benefit Group
and charitable trusts and individuals
from the community of Langholm.
Scottish
Rural
Development
Programme

CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries
Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal
Big or small
we remove it all
Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

COMMUNITY COUNCIL

PUBLIC NOTICES

To
advertise
in the
E&L
Advertiser
please call

The applications, associated plans and documents can be viewed on-line by
following the ePlanning link on the Council’s website at
www.dumgal.gov.uk/planning. Written comments may be made by email
to PlanningRepresentations@dumgal.gov.uk or via the Council’s website, as
noted above, by 18/02/2021(Type A)
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure)
(Scotland) Regulations 2013, Reg 20(1) (A)
Ref No/Type
Address/Proposal
20/2065/FUL(A)
Land Adjacent To Castlehill, Eskdalemuir,
Langholm - Siting of 3 holiday accommodation pods, formation of car parking
spaces and installation of shared private foul treatment plant
20/2184/FUL(A)
Former Border Fine Arts Premises, Langholm Alterations to and change of use of former fine arts production faculity to
create multi-purpose social enterprise and visitor centre (including cafeteria,
bakery, retail units, studios, exhibition space, and micro brewery/distillery)

013873 E&L
80012 JOBS

Canonbie & District
Community Council

The next community council
meeting is on
Thursday 11th February 2021
at 7.00 pm via Skype.
Members of the public
wishing to join the meeting
should email
carolamidwood@gmail.com
before 12noon on the 10th Jan
when arrangements can be
made to enable them to join
the meeting.

ADVERTISING

Advertise in the E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised how little it costs!

An advert this size, 5cm x 2 columns,
will only cost £15 + VAT each for 12 inserts.
This can include your logo or other graphic
and can be designed in-house.
Contact 013873 80012 for details.

www.dumgal.gov.uk
POST OFFICE TIMES

LANGHOLM
TOWN HALL

Advertise your
vacancies in the

E&L
Advertiser

013873 80012 |
sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
ADVERTISING

(inside)

WEDNESDAYS
10am - 3.30pm
FRIDAYS
9am - 2pm

Access through rear door

GROW
G
ROW Your
Your B
Business
usiness
with tthe
he E & L!
L!
with
The advert below (5cm x 2 columns)
will cost only £25
5 for a single insertion but if you
y
advertise your bu
usiness monthly, the price falls to
£15 and if you advertise weekly, it collapse
es
to £10 - that
that’ss nearly nowt! *

This can include your logo or other graphic and
d can
be designed in-house.

Contact 013873 80012 for details.

JOHN SMITH
JOINER
RY
Y

5cm x 2 column

All aspects
of joinery work undertaken.
29 Grreeen Strreeet
Grreetna DG16 00B
BA
B
A
t. 01461 123456
m. 07890 654321

*these rates apply to an annual contract and are subject to VA
VAT at the prrevailing rate.

born in 1848 ......and still going stro
rongg!

Sports News

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
FRIday 19th FEBRUary

Sevens cancelled
for second year
Thursday February 4, 2021

BEHIND CLOSED DOORS

Sponsored by KELSO RACES 01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

School Sport

THE pupils and staff at the
Langholm and Canonbie
Schools Cluster are always up
for a challenge.
At the beginning of lockdown it
was decided to challenge as many
staff and pupils as possible to take
part in the Strava challenge.
A club was created on the social
/ fitness App Strava to record any
walking or running activities which
are completed by pupils or staff
during lockdown.
It has been designed to keep
pupils and staff active and focused

Published by Muckle Toon Media CIC - a Community Inter-

during these unprecedented times.
The club records a weekly total
and produces a weekly leaderboard
to help with motivation.
Fifty-five pupils and staff signed
up and the totals achieved so far
have been excellent.
In week 1 they completed 850km
and in week 2 723km.
The objective is to try to break
the 1,000km barrier in a week. It’s
very tough but everyone thinks it is
manageable, especially if more
pupils sign up.
Pupils and staff gave enthusiastic support to the Strava Challenge

Trio line up
Horseracing

JAMES Ewart Racing of Langholm took
three runners to Doncaster last Friday.
Charmant, ridden by Brian Hughes, was
entered in the Class 2 handicap chase over
two miles and half a furlong in soft going.
The horse was sent off at 14/1 and came
in fourth of the five runners.
The winner was the 6/5 favourite Ibleo,
trained by Venetia Williams and ridden by
Charlie Deutsch.
Both Bullion and Tortuga Bay lined up in
the novices’ handicap hurdle over two miles
and half a furlong.
Bullion, ridden by Danny McMenamin,
came ninth of the 17 runners. Rachael McDonald rode Tortuga Bay and they came
14th.

E&L

SPORT
938740

Strava Challenge

LANGHOLM sprinter Lewis
Bell has again been awarded
a placement within the Elite
Athlete
Development
Programme of Abertay
University, Dundee.
The process of acceptance
involved a CV which recognised relevant sporting achievements as well as reasons on
how the university would
benefit from Lewis's involvement in the programme.
It offers a number of beneficial
services such as strength and

conditioning programmes, physiotherapy treatment, clothing,
gym membership, promotional
opportunities and mentoring.
Lewis, 20, is the current indoor
Scottish University 200m champion and previous outdoor
Scottish under 20 200m champion.
Although there is limited competition at this time, Lewis continues to prepare for the outdoor
season, for which he will look
to improve both his 100m and
200m times while representing
Dundee Hawkhill Harriers and
Abertay University.

771472

THE Langholm Sevens has been
cancelled for the second year running.
The popular tournament is only 11
weeks away so the management committee decided to formally cancel it.
It was no real surprise that this decision
had to be taken.
Ever since the region was moved into
Level 4 just after Christmas, the likelihood of the annual sevens being held

Athletics

9

Rugby

was fairly remote.
It was a difficult decision because
this means there will be no Langholm
sevens for two consecutive years.
Given the date at the end of April,
there was no chance that COVID-19
regulations would be relaxed sufficiently
for the sevens to go ahead.
The region would need to be in Level
0 for the event to be allowed to happen.
Kenneth Pool, chairman, said: “It is
with deep regret that we have to cancel

Langholm athlete Lewis Bell has been awarded a placement with the
Elite Athlete Development Programme

05

Kenneth Pool, chairman, presents the cup to Langholm Sevens champs in happier times

the sevens for the second year on the
trot.
“We have decided not to try to
reschedule the event for a later date
this year.
“There are no real suitable dates
available before the start of the new
rugby season which will, hopefully, be
in September.
“The next Sevens will therefore be
April 23, 2022.
“We have decided to plan a big family
day at the end of August 2021, subject,
of course, to COVID-19 regulations.
“This family day is part of the club’s
150th anniversary celebrations and will
include both youth and senior rugby
matches, food and drink and karaoke
among other activities. More details
will follow.
“We also plan to hold a 150th celebration dinner in September and details
of this will be made known in the next
few weeks.
“On behalf of the club I would like to
thank all our members for their ongoing
support in these difficult times.
“Although there is no rugby this season, it is hoped that, by end of August,
rugby will resume and we can celebrate
our 150th anniversary in style.”

Langholm’s
Elite athlete

