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Managers sought for
new nature reserve

TWO posts to take on the development and management
of the new Tarras Valley Nature
Reserve are being advertised
by the Langholm Initiative.
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after cases spike at 41
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Tests identified 23 new cases in Eskdale over the four days

Full story: Page 5
NEWS

Langholm toasts the
bard from the hills

BURNS Night is traditionally
that rare moment amid the
cold and darkness of January
when we dispense with the
depression, raise a glass and
toast our national bard.

Full story: Page 7
SPORT

Online Subscriptions to
the E&L Advertiser
now available from only
£1 per week

A new way to read the
‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and
available to read anytime
and anywhere
using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet
and laptop.
log on to
www.eladvertiser.co.uk
Full story: Page

John Galloway, accompanied by Eddie Turner and Lisa Harvey of the Co-op presents a hamper of treats to the team who carried out the testing at the Kilngreen in Langholm

TWENTY-THREE new cases of
COVID-19 were identified during the
four-day mass testing for residents of
Langholm and Eskdale.
A total of 1,179 people were tested at
the Kilngreen from Saturday to Tuesday,
while others used home-testing kits or
travelled to other places such as Annan
or Carlisle.
The response by residents was described
as “very good” by Valerie White, NHS
Dumfries & Galloway’s interim director
of public health.
She said: “The people, who tested positive, and their close contacts are now
being advised to self-isolate to bring
down the spike in cases.”
The community testing was in response

to a rise in cases in DG13 and DG14,
with 117 since the start of the year in an
area with an estimated population of
3,700.
A very sincere apology is extended to
people for the problems which arose on
the first day of testing and meant some
people, who made appointments, could
not be tested.
Issues arose at the national testing unit
at Langholm on the availability of testing
kits and this resulted in shortages towards
the end of the day on Saturday.
The health authority took this up with
its national testing colleagues and this
was rectified for the other three days of
testing.
The testing gives results for a specific

point in time so everyone in DG13 and
DG14 is reminded to remain on their
guard, follow the national guidance and,
if symptoms develop, immediately selfisolate and arrange a test.

Fantastic response

Ms White said: “This testing was made
possible through the availability of this
trial national testing unit, the scale of
the testing undertaken in this focused
area and the fantastic response from the
community.
“The lesson from this will inform future
approaches to testing for COVID-19.
“A sincere thanks to everyone who
came forward to be tested.”
There were mixed reports on social

media from people who had booked
appointments at the Kilngreen.
On the first day, some residents, who
had booked, arrived later in the afternoon
to be told there were no more kits left.
It was reported that was because some
people, who just turned up, were tested,
even though they didn’t have an
appointment.
Some were told they didn’t need to
make another appointment but just turn
up the next day.
Other people were told they didn’t
need to make an appointment and to just
turn up whenever they wanted.
>Turn to Page 2
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Deaths

Church Notices

DRYSDALE

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE
PARISH CHURCHES

Jacky, Louis and Fred are deeply sad to announce
the death of Alex Drysdale, Henry Street,
Langholm, peacefully following a short illness,
on 21st January 2021 at Dumfries Infirmary.
A much loved friend and member of this community.
Donations in lieu of flowers to Langholm Young
Riders.
Funeral private due to current circumstances.

WINTER

On 20th January 2021, peacefully at St. Margaret’s
Care Centre, Hawick, Derek Alexander Winter of
Thorbank Hallpath Langholm, dearly loved
husband of Stella, dearest father of Pamela,
Andrew, Gordon and Kenny, beloved father in
law and proud grandpa to Zara, Rhea, Dan, Ben,
Max, Emily and Anna.
Regrettably, due to the current circumstances
the funeral service will be private.

Funeral Services

Funeral
Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service
New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine

Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm
Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

James Rae & Sons

Headstones and Memorials

● Headstones
● Memorials
● Children’s Memorials
● Desks and Vases
● Memorial Design
● Memorial Restoration

11a George Street ● Annan
01461 202083 ● www.jraeandsonsheadstones.co.uk

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser is part funded by the
above organisations along with charitable trusts and
individuals from the community of Langholm.

No police here

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

Although Covid-19 has
meant our doors are closed
we remain available to offer
support where we can.
Please contact the Session
Clerks on 013873 25255 or
canonbiechurch@gmail.com.
Canonbie Treasurer Fiona
Smith has received the new
weekly offering envelopes.
If you would like to receive
yours or wish to donate by
bank transfer please contact
her on 013873 71616 or
fionasmith2402@gmail.com
for details.
All Services
CANCELLED
until further notice

LANGHOLM,
ESKDALEMUIR,
EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES
With no services the
church is getting little or
no income.
If you wish to donate by
making a bank transfer
please contact the treasurer, David Johnstone,
on the phone numbers below and he will supply
necessary details.
Tel: 013873 80859.
Mobile. 07543 179469

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Crimes go unreported and unrecorded
CRITICISM has been levelled at
the police’s poor coverage in
Newcastleton.
But, equally, residents are not
reporting minor crimes because of
a history of them not being followed
up by the police.
Community councillors heard that,
under the monthly report’s new format, Newcastleton was mentioned
only once in the last three reports.
It was one of the reasons why the
council was raising money to buy
CCTV.
Anti-social behaviour by boy racers’ and criminals from the Central
Belt and north-east England using
the village as a rat-run did not score
points on the police’s crime system,
they were told.
Barbara Elborn, secretary, said;
“Once we get the CCTV cameras
installed, people will see that we
have got crime but it’s not being
reported and recorded so it’s not in
the reports.”
Councillor Watson McAteer said
that if no-one recorded this type of
information, that created a perception
that nothing was happening.
He added: “Road accidents are
not recorded so when it comes to
wanting something, officials turn
to the statistics and say there have
been no accidents.”

Incidents

Greg Cuthbert, chairman, thought
the community council should log
incidents as well so it had a record
of crimes to present to the police.
Barbara suggested the community
council had a website so people
could put in information and the
police could look at it and make a
judgment.
Councillor George Turnbull said
he thought the system broke down
when an incident was reported but
was not passed on.
Mr McAteer said: “He’s right.

Too few incidents are reported to the police and recorded by the police, it’s claimed

Every incident is recorded through
the command and control system.
“Newcastleton has a number and
it’s simple to count the incidents
under that number every month.
“But no-one will do it. They say
they have more important things to
do.
“We have technology which should
make incident retrieval simple, even
if it’s just statistics.
“When I was a commander, that
information was vital. You could
see where to put your resources.
“But it’s not done now. All the
civilian staff employed to do that
work were made redundant.
“Officers are having to do the
administration but they’re not doing
it so they can go on the streets.”

Cameras

An online appeal asking residents
in Newcastleton to contribute
towards buying CCTV cameras for
the village is being considered.
The community council is applying

for funding to cover the community
with cameras, prompted by the
decreasing police presence.
Normally, fundraising activities
such as coffee mornings would be
used but the council is now considering setting up a Go Fund Me
page.
Greg suggested they ask groups
whether they would like to donate
small sums towards the cameras if
they want to support the project.
He said: “Policing will only get
less and it’ll get harder to police
rural areas. There are bigger places
and bigger fish to fry.
“If we can put off as many
unwanted visitors as possible, it’ll
be money well spent.”
He thought it was worth looking
at online funding for this and other
projects in the future so the whole
village could work collaboratively
to raise money.
Scott Wilson added: “You may
get former villagers and caravanners
wanting to contribute.”

Region is closed to visitors
All Services
CANCELLED
Charity
no. SCO11946
until further
notice

>From Page 1

Some residents, when they tried
to make an appointment for the
Kilngreen, were told none were
available and they should book
one in Annan or Hawick. Some
took the option of ordering a home
testing kit.
As a token of the valley’s
appreciation to all the testers, who
spent four days at the Kilngreen
in very cold conditions, a
Langholm resident organised a
donation of treats for them.
Ros Collins contacted the Coop which willingly stepped in to
donate a lovely hamper of chocolates, biscuits and other goodies,
along with bottles of water.

A sign at the Kilngreen reminds people they can’t visit Dumfries and Galloway

The hamper was donated by
John Galloway, chairman of
Langholm, Ewes and Westerkirk

community council on Tuesday.
According to the latest figures
available, cases in Langholm and

Eskdale are now the highest in
Annandale and Eskdale.
In the seven days up to last
Saturday the number of positive
cases rose to 41, up from 26 in
the previous seven days.
That’s a rate of 1,095 per 100,000
population.
This is far higher than any other
neighbourhoods in the district.
The cases in the rest of the
district were: Annandale East 3;
Gretna 8; Eastriggs 13; Annan
East 10; Annandale West 3;
Lochmaben 0-2; Lockerbie 3; and
Moffat 4.
Dumfries and Galloway recorded
277 cases, 186 per 100,000 population. In Scotland there were
9,447 cases, a rate of 173 per
100,000 population.

GP practices join list
of vaccination venues
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser • Owned by the Community : Published for the Community
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Over 70s can be vaccinated in the first two weeks of February

A SCALING-up of the
COVID-19 vaccination programme in Dumfries and
Galloway is underway and
14 GP practices are now set
to help deliver jabs.
Twenty-two venues, in the
form of town halls and sports
centres, are already being
employed by NHS teams to
vaccinate the over 80s.
In the second week of January
4,000 vaccinations were done,
thanks in significant part to the
Oxford/Astrazeneca vaccine
which does not have the same
storage or transportation
requirements
as
the
Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine.
As of last Wednesday 11,448
people had been vaccinated.
Arrangements have now been
finalised which will allow about
half the region’s GP practices
to support an expansion of this
work.
They will give jabs to eligible
recipients where it has been
mutually agreed it can be safely
delivered and without affecting
the practices’ day-to-day services.
Julie White, Dumfries and
Galloway Health and Social
Care Partnership chief officer,

said: “A huge amount of work
has taken place in a short space
of time to get the vaccination
campaign rolled out as quickly
as possible in line with the
Scottish government’s directions.
“The existing 22 locations,
which have been secured, help
fulfil the objective of giving
vaccinations to as many people
as possible, quickly, and in the
safest way.

Eligible

“This maximises staffing
resources which are being significantly tested by the current
circumstances.
“GP practices are playing a
key role in arranging appointments for those eligible for a
COVID-19 vaccination.
“However, work has also been
taking place to see whether it
might be possible for some
practices to play a role in
delivering vaccines, while
allowing them to provide
essential day-to-day services.
“I’m very happy to say that it
has been agreed to mutual satisfaction that vaccinations will
be able to be delivered safely
and without affecting their dayto-day services at 14 participating GP practices.
“This represents about half
the total GP practices in the
region.
“This will help to expand the
locations where vaccines can
be delivered as part of a mixed

The rate of vaccinations will increase as GP practices come on board

model of delivery, using a combination of larger and smaller
venues.
“It will also allow the rate of
vaccinations to increase as
allowed by vaccine supplies.
“We are hugely grateful for
the role being played by these
14 practices and all the practices
in the region which play a
variety of important roles in
addressing this pandemic.
“It is very important that people understand a vaccination
does not deliver immediate
immunity from COVID-19 or
remove the need to continue to
follow directions on facecoverings, hygiene and physical
distancing.
“Immunity takes several
weeks to develop from the first
jab, which is followed by a
second.

“Until such time as widespread
immunity is developed, all rules
need to continue to be followed.”
Community nurses have also
been vaccinating those who are
housebound.

Over 70s

In an acceleration of the programme and in line with
national directions vaccinations
for the over 70s are now set to
be done in the first two weeks
of February, instead of running
through the month.
Arrangements for other
recipient groups, as identified
by the government, will be given in due course, with a request
that no one gets in touch about
their own vaccination arrangements.
Information on vaccinations

Abbie Laidlaw gets busy with her sewing machine

BROWNS

AN ONLINE appeal asking residents in Newcastleton to contribute
towards buying CCTV cameras
for the village is being considered.
The community council is
applying for funding to cover
the community with cameras,
prompted by the decreasing police
presence.
Normally, fundraising activities
such as coffee mornings would
be used but the council is now
considering setting up a Go Fund
Me page.
Greg Cuthbert, chairman, suggested they ask groups whether
they would like to donate small
sums towards the cameras if they
want to support the project.
He said: “Policing will only get
less and it’ll get harder to police
rural areas. There are bigger places
and bigger fish to fry.
“If we can put off as many
unwanted visitors as possible, it’ll
be money well spent.”
He thought it was worth looking
at online funding for this and
other projects in the future so the
whole village could work collaboratively to raise money.
Scott Wilson added: “You may
get former villagers and caravanners wanting to contribute.”
___________________

Resilience
plan fund

CANONBIE community council
has received a grant of £1,113
from Dumfries and Galloway
Council to pay for items for its
resilience plan.

Family Butchers

Abbie fashions a career
A SCHOOL pupil with designs on a career in fashion
has been busy with her
sewing machine during
lockdown.
Abbie Laidlaw, aged nine,
who attends Langholm primary school, has taught herself to make a number of
items from hair scrunches,
facemasks, golf tee bags,
pouch bags and zip pencil
cases.
Mum Karen said: “She got
a sewing machine last year
but never used it much
because she was going to
get taught by someone to
use it.
“But with the year that we
had, she ended up teaching
herself.
“She uses recycled materi-

is available on the national
helpline, which is open from
8am to 8pm seven days a week
on 0800 030 8013.
Jeff Ace, NHS Dumfries &
Galloway chief executive, also
stressed the need for people to
continue following the rules.
He said: “It seems wrong,
when we’ve had such a great
public response and when numbers are dropping, to ask people
to go further and do more but
it really is vital they do.
“What we’re seeing now is
proof that people hold the power
to affect the trajectory of this
outbreak.
“The truth is that, what happens in Dumfries and Galloway,
is down to every one of us.
“Two weeks ago we had up
to 70 cases in hospital at a
single point, which may not
sound a lot in national terms
but has a huge impact on a
small region like ours with
much smaller-scale systems.
“Even with this fall in numbers, it will take time for that
to translate into fewer cases
needing urgent treatment.
“So many people in this outbreak experience very minor
symptoms but this doesn’t mean
it won’t potentially cause serious
illness to anyone they expose
to the virus.”
Mr Ace added: There is evidence of wide community transmission and that people identified as close contacts of cases
develop COVID-19.”

CCTV fund
appeal

82-84 High Street  Langholm

DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
Tuesday - Saturday after 3pm

Some of the bags and pouches
Abbie has made on her sewing
machine during lockdown

als, like bedding and clothes
to make her stuff and she
has been sewing for the
family.”
Karen added: “She loves
fashion and likes to make
her own clothes as well.
“She would love to be a
fashion designer and make
her own products.
For a nine year old it is
quite a big achievement.”

Please place orders 24 hrs in advance
All orders subject to availability
Call 80136 | email: brownsfamilybutchers@outlook.com
or private Facebook message
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ERIC
HAGAN

Longtown
Tel: 01228 791664
Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk
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www erichaganopticians co uk

Eagle Art receives praise
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EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND

Langholm ....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council

............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/streetlights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables

www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES

Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7)
...................0800 0281414
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES

Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS

D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS

Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES

Langholm,Eskdalemuir Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS

Langholm Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton
...................013873 75240
Canonbie
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS

Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS

Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours
01461 202508

ACCOMPLISHED wildlife
artist Wendy Patterson
has earned high praise by
the judge of an art competition focusing on golden
eagles.
Wendy, who lives in
Newcastleton and also
writes and illustrates children’s books, entered the
contest organised by the
South of Scotland Golden
Eagle Project.
She was judged by no less
than Laurie Campbell, one of
Scotland’s foremost wildlife
photographers.
But Wendy wasn’t the only
local winner. Leo Page,
seven, won the junior seven
and under category.
Laurie said it was an
incredibly difficult job and the
standard of the entries was
fantastic.
Of
Wendy’s
painting,
Laurie said: “I wasn’t swayed
by the fact it was painted on
stone (slate - I spotted the
nail holes), although I’m sure
that in close-up, the texture
of the stone accentuated the
feather pattern.
“More importantly, I thought
the proportions and feather
markings
were
pretty
accurate.
“I also liked the way the
bird was composed towards
the top of the artwork, suggesting height, with the

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

darker mottled tones of the
bottom right-hand corner
adding balance.”
Of Leo’s picture, he said:
“This is a strong image
which wouldn’t have looked
out of place in the eight to 11
category.
“The first thing we notice is
the eagle’s eye which establishes a great centre of interest, with the highlight
strengthening it even more.
“The use of bold colours
isn’t
overbearing
and
enhances the snow-capped
mountain tops on the horizon.
“The colours aren’t uniform
either, with brushstrokes
adding texture to areas such
as the pine on the far right
and even the side of the
eagle’s head.”
Rick Taylor, project officer,
said: “I’d like to offer a huge
thank you to Laurie for judging the competition and
donating one of the prizes.
“A big thank you to John
Miles for donating a second
prize, his fabulous book,
Roxy the Golden Eagle.
“And, of course, a huge
thank you to all who submitted entries.
“We loved to see your artwork of the young eagles
which now call the south of
Scotland their home.”

Letters to the editor

Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH
or email your comments to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk

Fallen out
of love

I AM sick with the lack of
response from our wonderful
government in response to
this message that was asked
of them for clarification.
“Hi there folks, I hope this
message is allowed. I have
seriously fallen out of love
with Scotland and the
government who are running
Scotland.
“To some of you guys and
gals it may seem trivial but try
to see it from my perspective.
“I came back to England to
celebrate Christmas with my
family during the festive day.
I learned that someone, who
had very recently been in
contact with my brother, had
COVID-19 so I decided to selfisolate and seek advice from
our government.

I phoned the helpline for
Holyrood to be impolitely told
to have a look at the website
for the information I needed.
After a day spent poring over
the Scottish government
website, I was no further
forward so I decided to send
Nicola Sturgeon an email
asking for clarification.
The upshot of this is that, one
month on, I am still waiting for
a response from them.
To say I’m not happy doesn't
come close to how I am feeling
about having to live out of two
sets of clothes for the past
month.
Now we, as a community, are
in the grips of the virus and I
can't honestly see a resolution
to the issue.
I’m just frustrated with the
lack of response from the
government
and
Nicola
Sturgeon.
James McBride
Townfoot
Langholm

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Leo Page’s Golden Eagle

Wendy Patterson, artist

Wendy’s beautiful soaring eagle

SWI pays tribute to Stella
GILL Bailey welcomed members to Canonbie
SWI and began by paying tribute to past
member Stella Geddes.
Stella was vice-president for a few years, was a
very good bowler indoors and outdoors and represented Canonbie in the Scottish SWI finals.
Their thoughts went to her family, loved ones
and many friends.
The speaker was Cliff Pearson who gave a very
interesting talk on the Korean War, known as the
Lost War. Not many people realise 2.5m troops
died in the three years of fighting.
Cliff was only 18 when he joined the army.
He sailed to Japan, then Korea, to find the British
troops were badly prepared for the extreme
weather.
The war began in 1950 when North Korea
invaded South Korea. The North had the support
of China and Soviet Union, whereas South Korea,
under the United Nations flag, had British,
Canadian, Australian and USA forces.
Cliff shared memories of the hard life and harrowing losses of friends.
He remembered a welcome distraction when
Marilyn Monroe entertained the troops in 1953.
The fighting ended in July1953. Korea divided
into two hostile states, separated by the 38th
Parallel.
Cliff appreciated the discipline the army taught

Stella Geddes was a past
vice-president of Canonbi SWI

him. He had a varied career, starting as a engineer
in the army and running his own business.
The university of life had served him well. His
talk concluded with a song.
Members shared their useful Christmas gifts,
from bags, knives, picnic hampers and gloves to
a back scratcher.
The next meeting is on February 18 and guest
speaker is Pamela McLellan who started a smallholding at 65 with no experience.

Managers sought for
new nature reserve

Two posts advertised to take forward community land buy-out
TWO posts to take on the development and management
of the new Tarras Valley Nature
Reserve are being advertised
by the Langholm Initiative.
The Initiative bought 5,200
acres of Langholm Moor from
Buccleuch at a cost of £3.8m
last autumn with the support of
the public and organisations
such as the John Muir Trust
and the Woodland Trust.
The development manager’s
three-year, fixed-term job will
pay £40,000 a year, while the
estate manager’s job is permanent and pays £35,000.
The development manager’s
role, supported by South of
Scotland Enterprise, is to help
establish and create revenue
streams from the first, largescale, community-owned estate
in southern Scotland.
The manager is expected to be
mindful of the community’s
involvement in the work to realise
its ownership of the land and
understand the work which has
gone on to take it to this stage.

It is vital for the estate to
remain sustainable and deliver
on the potential economic impact
for the community, while aligning any development with
environmental goals.
The Initiative is seeking continued harmony between the
environmental, community and
commercial objectives.

change which are key objectives
of the overall purpose of community ownership at Langholm.
Objectives include working
towards achieving National
Nature Reserve status, creating
500 acres of new native woodland in partnership with the
Woodland Trust and investigating and delivering peatland
restoration works.

Steadings

Opportunities identified in the
feasibility study and business
plan include an eco-campsite
and other options for environmental tourism, small-scale
renewable energy options and
investigating the future use of
disused steadings for potential
conversion.
The postholder is expected to
support the estate manager to
develop an integrated land management plan.
They would be expected to
work with local and national
partners, including businesses,
to identify opportunities which
may come from the asset and

Sustainable

The Tarras Valley Nature Reserve project hopes to demonstrate exemplary
land management practices

lead to income generation and
jobs in the wider community.
Supporting services, like social
care, health, education and skills,
housing and volunteering are
also important.
The estate manager role provides an opportunity to be part
of this ambitious project which
hopes to demonstrate exemplary

Outraged over littering
Fly-tipping on the road to the Benty

to do something about it; it
won't clean up itself.
“We were really shocked
at how much there was and
there was even some fly
tipping, too. I just don't
understand why people do
it.”
Another reader spotted a
new sign at the English
Scottish border on the A7,
urging people to stop littering as they travel through
the valley.

Habitat improvement will have
to be done to adhere to statutory
designations on some land (Site
of Special Scientific Interest
and Special Protection Area).
Managing responsible and sustainable access for the community and nature-based tourism
as well as establishing volunteer
work parties will be needed.
There is another 5,300 acres,
which the Initiative would like
to acquire for the community,
and talks are ongoing so the
manager will be expected to
lead the acquisition of this extra
acreage.

Calendar
2021

Warning of
snow

THE Met Office has issued a
Yellow warning for snow for
parts of southern Scotland
today.
It says significant snowfall
could lead to disruption.
Snow is expected to fall quite
widely within the warning area,
with several centimetres accumulating in places.
“However, there is the potential for significant accumulations
over higher ground, with as
much as 15cm to 30cm over
hills above 200m, which may
lead to transport disruption.
It will turn drier but colder
for the coming weekend, with
sunshine for many after icy
starts on both Saturday and
Sunday.
____________________

Holiday
pods plan

TOM Massey of Eskdalemuir
has applied for planning permission to site three holiday
accommodation pods on land
next to Castlehill, along with
car parking spaces, and install
a shared private foul treatment
plant.
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People are chucking away electrical items and despoiling the
countryside around Langholm

A LANGHOLM family,
who enjoy walking around
their town, have been
appalled by the amount
of rubbish they’ve come
across so they decided to
take some action.
Janie and Steven Hotson
and Janie’s mum, Carolle
Warwick, have set to and
cleared up what they can.
Janie said: “Over the past
few weeks, when out walking, we noticed the rubbish
was terrible so we decided

land management practices.
The successful candidate will
be responsible for developing
and delivering an integrated
land management plan aligned
to the Initiative’s aspirations
and goals for the land.
Responsibilities include ecological restoration, wildlife conservation and addressing climate
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E&L CALENDAR : now available at THE PAPER SHOP

Stop the Litter is the message to those
travelling through Eskdale

The E&L Calendar 2021 is NOW on sale. A4 Size.
Available from The Paper Shop at 48 High Street, Langholm.
Only £6 - featuring photos which have featured in the
E&L Gallery page. Get yours now!
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Farming on the Border

Livestock attack
bill takes next step

In association with
C & D AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

Keep play fun and
safe for your kids
WITH more children studying
at home because of the pandemic, Scotland’s Rural
College (SRUC) has created
some educational games to
help them stay safe on farms.
The materials, which seek to
raise awareness of the key dangers on farms, have been created
by SAC Consulting, part of
SRUC, and 360 degree imagery
company Exhibit Scotland for
the Farm Advisory Service.
They include interactive
videos and colouring sheets
which parents and their children
can discuss.
An interactive video helps
children identify animal emotions and understand the dangers
relating to livestock and the
rules to follow when coming
into contact with them.
Derek Hanton, SAC consultant, advises farmers on how
to improve health and safety,
including using barriers and

fencing to prevent children
accessing dangerous areas or
getting close to livestock and
machinery.
Two other interactive videos,
in which children have to spot
hazards around a farmyard and
in a shed, will be added in the
coming weeks.
Janette Sutherland, agricultural consultant with SAC
Consulting, said: “Farming is
a valuable but relatively dangerous occupation and the juxtaposition of people, including
children, and machinery, livestock and environmental hazards, means farming can be, at
the same time, one of the best
and worst places for family life.
“We hope these interactive
quizzes, with a host of cartoon
friends including a cow, sheep,
pig, crow and collie, can spark
conversations between parents
and children about staying safe
on farms.”

SOLWAY AGRICULTURE
LIMITED
Glasgow Road, Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire
DG11 2SE
Tel. Lockerbie (01576) 204124

Fax. Lockerbie (01576) 203806

Beet Pulp Pellets,
Barley Grains,
NB Grains, Wheat Grains
Rolled Barley,
Wheatfeed, Rapemeal,
Hi Pro Soya, etc.
Can be mixed to your
requirements
Collect or deliver ex Laurmar,
Heathall Ind. Est., Dumfries
Bekina Wellingtons,
Waterproof Leggings &
Jackets, Boiler Suits, etc

FOR ALL LAMBING
REQUIREMENTS
lamb colostrum, lambs milk,
bottles, teats, lammacs,
castration rings and pliers
marking sprays etc.

Emma Harper’s member’s bill, which will increase the penalties for livestock worrying, has a lot of support

C&D Auction Marts Ltd held the catalogue sale of 283 store cattle on Tuesday,
January 19.
A fantastic entry of some of the finestbred cattle in the country sold to blistering
rates, with all vendors delighted with
their day’s trading.
Topping the trading was a fantastic
black Limousin heifer, realising £1,420
shown by regular consigner R & MG Elliott & Sons, Hallburn Croft, Longtown,
whose run of 7 well-bred cattle averaged
£1,182. Another run of outstanding cattle
was forward by noted vendors WH &
DA Gass, Nunscleugh, Bewcastle which
topped at £1,400 for a pen of four smart
black heifers.
British Blue cross heifers topped at
£1,350 for a black heifer with bags of
potential, consigned by returning vendors
Messrs Reed, Knarr Farm, Slaggyford,
whose run of 4 yearling cattle averaged
£1,185.
Charolais heifers topped at £1,340 for
a weighty lady consigned by regular consigners RI & VA Telford, High Parkfoot,
Roadhead.
Limousin bullocks from Nunscleugh
topped the sale at £1,360 for a pen of
three shapely sorts. This phenomenal run
of 17 Limousin bred cattle went on to
average a staggering £1,269.
Charolais steers sold to £1,315 consigned from M/s RI & VA Telford, High
Park Foot, whose run of 12 predominantly
Charolais bred cattle averaged £1,197.
Bulls to £1,120 and 1,100 for Limousins
from DJ Garthwaite & Son, Wyseby Hill
Cottage, Kirtlebridge.
All vendors are commended for the
show of expertly-presented cattle to a
very competitive ring of buyers. Many
more can be sold to vendors’ advantage,

A VOTE in the Scottish
parliament on a bill to deal
with attacks on livestock was
delayed last Thursday because
of technical issues.
South of Scotland MSP Emma
Harper’s member’s bill was
moved forward to a vote yesterday.
The bill has the backing of
farmers and their representative
bodies, outdoor access interest
groups and dog walkers.
It will give extra powers to
investigate and enforce the
offence of livestock worrying
and increase the maximum
penalties available to the courts.
The bill extends the definition
of livestock to include other
types of farmed animal such
as llamas, deer and buffalo.
The rural economy and connectivity committee report on
the bill indicted its support for

Around the marts

with 33% of the total sale sold to £1,100+
and a staggering 34 lots selling to £1,200
or more.
Entries are actively sought for the next
special sale which is held on February
16. Contact the auctioneers for further
enquiries and entries.
Principal prices. Heifers: Limousin
£1,420 Hallburn Croft, £1,400 (x4),
£1,350, £1,320 Nunscleugh, £1,210 High
Greenhill, £1,180 Knarr, £1,175 Tinnishall,
£1,160 High Greenhill & High Parkfoot,
£1,150 The Ash.
British Blue £1,350 Knarr, £1,210 Ryehills, £1,140 Netherton.
Charolais £1,340, £1,220, £1,200 High
Parkfoot, £1,210, £1,200 (x3) Netherton,
£1,145 (x2), £1,120 (x3) High Parkfoot,
£1,010 Shankbridge End.
Beef Shorthorn £930 Shaw of Dryfe.
The mart had forward 4,203 store
hoggs, cast ewes and rams on the same
day.
Another tremendous show of quality
hoggs attracted many buyers from a distance. Last week’s extreme rates were
easily maintained. Top £123 for Beltexes
from Snowhill Farming Partnership.
others to £121 Lilburn Estate, £117
Barkbeth; Texels to £123, £119 Gillalees,
£118 High Loveladyshield, £117
Broomhills (Baty) & Greenwell Meadows;
Suffolks to £107 Treaty Park & Low
Stanley, £103 Geltsdale & Borthaugh &
Howthat & Hallrule Mill; Greyfaces to
£105 Low Stanley, Hamburn Hall, £103
North Gill Bank, £101 Shield & Basco
Dykehead; North Country Cheviots to
£99 Howthat; Leicesters to £99 Laverhay,
£91 Mains of Collin; Hill Cheviots to
£99 Bloch, £97 Glendinning, £96 Skelfhill,
£95 Burnfoot of Ewes; Zwartbles to £101
Whitehill (Wilson); Hampshires to £101

Treaty Park; Kerry Hills to £83 Rowanburn; Blackfaces to £91 Glenshanna, £85
Roxburgh Mill & Sundhope (Luescher),
£83 Fell of Lochronald; Swaledales to
£71 Shield, £69 Longlea, £68 Coolingel;
Herdwicks to £80 Harper Hill, £75 Allerbeck; Jacobs to £76 Threepwood; Dorsets
to £78 Hazelbank.
Feeding ewes to £140 for a Texel from
Elmbank; Greyfaces to £93 Elmbank,
£89 Glenlea; Suffolks to £77 Elmbank;
Romneys to £83 Burnfoot of Ewes; Easycares to £73 Glenlea. Hill ewes sold to
£77 for Cheviots from Burnfoot of Ewes;
Swaledales to £75 Gillalees. Cast rams
to £100 for a Leicester from Kings Mount;
Suffolks to £87 Kings Mount; Beltex to
£89 Howthat; Swaledales to £71 Gillalees.

The mart had forward 6,709 sheep
comprising 4,444 prime hoggs and 2,265
cast ewes and rams on Thursday, January
21.
Cast cows were an improved entry for
both quality and quantity and met a fastselling trade for all classes. More are
needed weekly. The sale topped at 143p
for a British Blue cow from J Reed,
Knarr Farm, Slaggyford, who also sold
Limousins at 136p. Other Limousins to
126p from Bridgewater & Wood, Potholm,
Langholm, with Angus cows to 123p
and 122p also from Potholm. Top price
per head of £958 from Knarr Farm for
British Blues.
A large show of 4,444 hoggs forward,
although a plainer show on the whole
and a lot of lambs short of finish, which
reflects in the market returns, albeit some
41ppk increase on the year. Well-finished
hoggs sold to a great demand and more
could have been sold to vendors’ advantage.

its general principles, subject
to Ms Harper working with the
government on areas of potential
change and clarity.
Ms Harper has since agreed
to a number of amendments
which will be made to the bill
at Stage 2 to reflect the committee’s and government’s recommendations.
One amendment increases the
maximum available penalty to
12 months imprisonment or a
fine of £40,000, or both.
She said: “It is the right thing
to do to ensure Scotland’s hardworking farmers, shepherds and
others involved in agriculture
have greater legal protection
from attacks on their livestock
which can be financially and
emotionally devastating.
“I thank everyone who has
been involved with the bill thus
far.”

Best Beltex hoggs traded between 310
and 340ppk and more could have been
handled with ease.
Topping the sale at 342p for a fantastic
Beltex hogg from B Storey, New Hummerbecks, Co Durham and from G & W
Halliday, Crawthat, Waterbeck respectively
Heavy hoggs also slightly less on the
week. Topping price per head at £150
achieved for Beltex hoggs from MA & J
Thompson, High Hall, Wigton, whose
tremendous run of hoggs averaged
£129.38 and 281ppk.
Lightweight hoggs were a mixed show
and properly finished hoggs sold very
well, with leaner sorts proving harder to
cash.
Hoggs still a nice trade and a full ring
of very competitive buyers ensured all
classes of well-finished hoggs were very
much in demand and keenly sought after.
Overall average of 251.6p (SQQ 257p).
A solid entry of 2,265 cast ewes and
rams sold to the same ring of buyers, ensuring all classes were competitively bid
for. Not as much weight about and heavy
ewes were short of buyers’ needs. Handyweight hill ewes sold to blistering rates.
Pure-bred Texel ewes topped the sale
at £188 shown by N Woodmass, Harene,
Linstock.
Hill ewes to £94 for Cheviots from
CM Reid, Boreland, Tweedbank and from
J Common & Son, Crossdykes, Lockerbie.
Rams sold to £158 for Bluefaced Leicesters from A Carruthers & Son, Peela
Hill, Bewcastle.
Averages. Hoggs: light to 310.7p
(244.2p); standard to 342.1p (255.2p);
medium to 342.1p (259.5p); heavy to
304.3p (237.9p). Ewes: light to £94
(£67.98); heavy to £188 (£101.98). Rams:
£158 (£101.55).

Langholm toasts the
bard from the hills
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Online recitation of Burns’ Tam O’Shanter has a global reach
BURNS Night is traditionally
that rare moment amid the
cold and darkness of January
when we dispense with the
depression, throw on our glad
rags, raise a glass and toast
our national bard in the company of friends old and new.
The entertainment provided is
a much-needed ray of light in
the bleak midwinter.
Alas, lockdown measures in
2021 have forced Burns’
enthusiasts the world over to
innovate and take their celebrations and mass gatherings into
the digital space.
Langholm was no exception
this year and vocal talent
from in and around the town
stepped up admirably to the
challenge of performing a massparticipation Tam O’Shanter.
Performers, young and notso-young, on hilltops, on bridges,
in graveyards, on horseback and
even in the Wauchope Water,
contributed to the video.
It was expertly edited by Josh
Calvert and broadcast online

on the Langholm Live channel.
It has since been viewed by
thousands globally, with the audience delighted to see a bunch
of weel-kent faces and wintry
Langholm scenery from the
comfort of their lockdown living
rooms.
Burns stalwarts such as Grace
Brown and Billy Young mixed
with the younger generation,
among them Finn McVittie,
Ailidh Scott, Joss Skelton, Holly
Irving and Sophie Millar, to tell
the tale of our inebriated hero
and his nightmarish adventures

in auld Alloway.
All the kind and enthusiastic
contributors succeeded in bringing a bit of levity to what’s
been a testing time for all in
our community and beyond.
To see the culmination of their
efforts, search for Langholm
Live on Facebook or YouTube.

Arthur Elliot, Mairi Telford Jammeh
and The Wauchope Waders
all take part in Langholm’s online
Tam O’ Shanter

Join Scotland’s debate

Stephen Jardine, the host of Scotland’s Debate Night, is
inviting people to join the programme’s virtual audiences

BBC Debate Night, Scotland’s
topical discussion programme,
is back on the (virtual) road once
again to give people the chance
to have their say about the issues
which matter most to them.
The next programme is on
Wednesday, February 10 and is
open for applications now.
People from different locations
are invited to join the weekly online
Zoom audiences and share their
stories from where they are.
They could be a frontline worker,
a home-schooling parent, managing
a business or caring for loved ones.
It is the audience members’ questions which lead the discussion
and the stories, experiences and
opinions they share matter the
most.
It is the only TV programme of its
kind in the country in giving people
the chance to question directly key
decision-makers and public figures.
To apply go to www.bbc.co.uk/
debatenight, click Join the Audience
and select your location.
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Upgrade
begins on
centre

BUCCLEUCH House in
Newcastleton has been handed
over to the contractors for its
refurbishment.
The scaffolding had gone up
earlier but, because of the freezing weather, the workmen had
to stay off it.
Barbara Elborn, community
council secretary, told members
that no-one was allowed in the
building because of lockdown,
which made it easier for the
contractors.
It had been emptied inside
and the telecommunications
had been removed.
The Vodafone control point
would also have to be taken
out for a while.
This would disrupt Vodafone
users for a time but notice
would be given when this was
to happen.
No-one should visit the site.
It was the responsibility of the
contractor during the work and
not the Newcastleton & District
Community Trust.
The letterbox was now taped
up. A replacement had been
installed at the fuel station.

Online subscriptions to the
are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read
anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.
GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT! STARTING AT £1 A WEEK
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Imagine if Burns had come to Langholm
By Mairi Telford Jammeh

ROBERT Burns was a prolific poet and his writing continues to be read and his songs sung in Scotland and beyond
because of their sheer quality.

He is often thought of as a
drunken womaniser but,
above all else, he was a
human being and his experiences of life as it was lived in
the 18th century and, in particular, his experience of love
and women were his inspirations.
He lived at a time when the
world was changing rapidly
and the rural poor were being
hit badly. What’s new?

points out the three rights
women should be afforded by
men: protection; caution; and
admiration. I think we’d all
agree that this is still the case.
In the same poem he talks
about ‘the majesty of women’
and there are none more
majestic than the women of
Langholm.
What if he had made it to the
Muckle Toon? How would he
have found the company here

Entertainers at Ewes WRI Burns Supper in 2014: Rebecca Jackson,
Glen Cavers, Isabel Connelly and Luke Tolson

How does the ‘honest
poverty’ Burns experienced
compare with poverty today?
All through the hard times,
although Burns had his
Bonnie Jean, even when he
fathered a child by someone
else, Jean stuck by him and
brought her up. What a
woman.
Thomas Paine wrote of the
Rights of Man in 1792 but
Burns was probably one of
the first men to write of the
Rights of Women.
His poem of that name

and, in particular, how would
he have found the women?
What songs might he have
written about the women of
the Johnstone, Armstrong,
Beattie or Little families?
What would we have been
singing at the Common
Riding if he’d made it across
the great divide between
Annandale and Eskdale?
It is hard to imagine what
life was like in 1779 when
Burns would have been in his
prime at 20.
But I can remember life in

Langholm in 1979 when I was
just 21.
There are only 200 years of
difference between those two
dates but let us use some
poetic licence and imagine
Burns arriving in Langholm
during the last week of July in
1979.

Splendorous

What a splendorous sight he
would have found. And much
to write home about. Burns
would have found us at our
best.
The town would have been
brim fu’ o’ bonnie lassies and
pubs overflowing with pints o’
wine and barley bree.
The town would have
buzzed with excitement with
the impending Simmer Fair
night and Common Riding.
The early morning sun
sparkling on the Esk, heather
on the hills and children dooking at the Langholm brig.
What a lot of material he
would have had to write
about.
The women of the toon
would have been looking forrit to a break from rinning
hame at 12 to make the denner, back to work and then
back hame at 3 to get the
bairns in from school and
cairrying on, some of them,
darnin pieces at hame in the
evening.

any visitors.
The bakers would all have
been busy turning out extra
skinnies, cookies, barley bannas and bread and the pubs
would have been getting in
extra barrels and hiring hands
for the big day.
The shows would have
arrived on the Kilngreen and
all the bairns would have been
looking for money, taking
lemonade bottles back to cash
them in for rides on the
waltzers or delivering messages on bikes and looking for
a bigger tip than usual.
Horses and horse manure
would have been everywhere
and maybe Burns would have
thought he was back in his
own time rather than in the
20th century.
I think he’d have loved it
and joined in all the fun and
made many friends in
Langholm.
The Cornet that year was
Tommy Morrison so the top
end of the High Street would
have been well decorated.
Burns would probably have
spent some time in the Buck
blethering to all the regulars
and finding out the history of
Langholm and the Common
Riding.
I wonder whether he’d ever
have got oot of the Buck.
Maybe into the Buck yard for

Langholm Playcare Burns Supper in 2009
Sheila Scott, Alex Pool and a wee Burnsian, Johnie Beattie

Jackie Fletcher prepares to pipe in the haggis, borne by Jean Erskine in 2010

Some of them might have
gone to work in their curlers
that day so they were at their
best for gaun oot to meet the
last train.
They’d have been sorting
oot the bairns, their heather
besoms, their clothes and
doing all the unseen and
thankless chores women do.
They would have had to get
their larder well stocked for

a song or two with some of
the Toon Band, Alan
Weatherstone or some of the
ex-cornets.
What would we lassies have
done wi Burns? Well, some of
us might have wanted to take
him on the lamb hill stakes.
Others might have wanted to
dance the polka with him, followed the band or taken him
to the dance at night.

The indomitable Billy Young as Holy Willie

Some might have walked
him to Whita Well arm in arm
to have a drink of the water
which tastes like nothing else.
I doubt whether he’d even
make it to a bed on the summer fair night; he’d have been
that busy.
What would we have sung
about at the Common Riding
if Burns had come down our
way?
Maybe, instead of Bonnie
Jean, we’d have sung about
Bonnie Agnes or Bonnie
Betty?

Hospitality

He’d certainly have found
women here who were just as
bonnie as those of Ayrshire
and whose hospitality was
second to none.
Some of us might have taken
him home and given him a
barley banna and a saut herring for his denner and a bit
mair besides.
The ‘bit mair’ is what Burns
called in some of his less

An Irishman’s attempt at Burns.
Here’s my offering for the Burns season

On a virus

It has nae legs it has nae feet
It spreads aroon the world gey fleet
And we ken whit spreads it most
As it fair loups frae host to host

Mere sleekit than a Trojan Horse
With consequences a guid bit worse
A crooked piece of RNA
It fills our hearts wi gloom each day

savoury verse, Haughmagandie. What a great word;
onomatopoeic or what.
That is why he has lived on
in Scotland; he used such fantastic Scottish words to
describe what he saw or
imagined.
Maybe he’d have got a horse
for the day and ridden the
Common along with the rest.
But would Auld Meg have
made it up the Kirk Wynd.
Maybe, she’d have shied
going past the auld cemetery
or put him off in the river at

the crossing of the water.
Do you think he’d have done
the Cornet’s Chase? He might
have got a bigger cheer than
the Cornet and that would
never have done. Edgar
wouldn’t have had that.
I wonder what he’d have
done in the afternoon. Maybe
he’d have stripped off to his
velvet pants and taken part in
the Cumberland wrestling.
What a sight that would have
been.
I’m sure he’d have been surrounded by women, whatever
the case. All wanting a blether
with the great man or a
glimpse of those sparkling
eyes.
He’d certainly not have had
difficulty singing along, given
he wrote some of the songs
we sing on that great day.

Right at hame

From O a’ the Airts to Auld
Lang Syne he’d have been
right at hame.
If Burns had come to
Langholm, would there be

blue plaques saying he wrote
Bonnie Agnes here or ate outside Pelosis?
Christine would have been
happy; she’d definitely have
got him to autograph the wall.
I can hear you thinking, she
never had Pelosis in 1979, but
suspend reality and use your
imagination.
If Burns hadn’t used his,
Tam O’ Shanter would never
have been written and where
would we be without Tam O’
Shanter.
If Burns had come to
Langholm, would we have
given him the freedom of the
burgh as we did Neil Armstrong?
I’m not sure we would, considering his lifestyle and credentials.
Hugh MacDiarmid said
there had been mair lies spoken in Scotland in the name of
Jesus Christ and Robert Burns
than anybody else and maybe
he was right.
But it’s nice to use your
imagination now and again.

Irving Stuart addresses the haggis under the watchful eyes of Betty Little and
Nellie Turk at the Day Centre Burns lunch in 2009

A busy Langholm Primary School Burns’ celebration in 2009

We canna wait till it gans awa
When we’ll gie the pipes a muckle bla
But soon the jag some hope will bring
And lassies will come oot tae sing
The Laverock Rhymer

BURNS NICHT PRESENT, first published in January’s Bagpipe News' Burns feature

© Iain Bell 2021

First-car fanatics
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A7 closes
for 2 nights

THE A7 south of Langholm
will be closed for resurfacing
tonight and tomorrow night.
BEAR Scotland, which manages the trunk route, has advised
that the closure is between the
Auchenrivock junction and the
Deanbank plantation.
A spokesperson for BEAR
Scotland said: “Motorists using
the A7 about 2.3 miles south of
Langholm are set to benefit
from an improved road surface,
with two nights of resurfacing
works scheduled to begin
tonight.”
To ensure the safety of roadworkers as well as the travelling
public the A7 will be closed
between Canonbie and Hawick
from 7.30pm until 6am tonight
and tomorrow.
A diversion route will be signposted via the B7201, B6357,
A6088 and A698, adding about
six miles and 15 minutes to
affected journeys.
Emergency services will be
able to pass through at all times
and access for residents living
within the closure points will
be maintained when it is safe
to pass through the work area.
____________________

Domestic
abuse help

REFERRALS are currently
being accepted for an innovative
multi-agency initiative for children, young people and mothers
in the Borders who may be
experiencing difficulties arising
from domestic abuse.
CEDAR provides a therapeutic
psycho-educational programme
over 12 weeks for groups for
children and young people aged
four to 16 and their mothers.
They can explore the experiences, understanding and feelings associated with domestic
abuse.
The emphasis is on providing
fun and creative activities to
keep children engaged and
interacting with each other.
The objective is to create a
safe place for children and their
mothers to help each other to
find the best strategies to deal
with their experiences and
rebuild their lives.
This includes helping mothers
to support their children in their
recovery.
People can refer themselves
directly to the service but
referrals also come from schools,
health workers, social workers
or support agencies such as
Children 1st or the Domestic
Abuse Advocacy Support
Service.
For more information and to
get a copy of the referral form
and guidance notes, contact the
CEDAR Co-ordinator at:
cedar@scotborders.gov.uk or
on 01835 824000 ext 5494.

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Do you remember the freedom of your first wheels?

Les Murray’s 1976 Opel Kadett 1200SR coupe

My First Car

by Les Murray of Langholm

MY FIRST car was a Bedford HA
van, bought in 1982 from the
local band Kaos. I paid £60 for it
but didn't have it for long because
every time I went out in it, it broke
down.
After that I bought my big brother’s
Mini van for the princely sum of
£65 and a fish supper. That didn't
last too long either; I wrote it off
after three weeks on Mothering
Sunday 1983.
Various cars followed, including a
MK1 Ford Escort bought from a
dodgy bloke on a well-known Carlisle
housing estate.
It had 12 months MOT, which
didn't count for much because the
floor had more holes than a string
vest. Mind you, it did make it to
Scarborough once.
There was the 1970 Mini

Clubman which jumped out of first
gear and the speedo never worked.
I boiled the engine dry when fetching
it home from Carlisle.
The best car I ever owned as a
boy was a 1976 Opel Kadett
1200SR coupe. It cost £750.
It was first owned by a Penrith
farmer and then by three members
of the same family.
It had two new front wings fitted
for me and I asked the man spraying
it to make the matt black bonnet
the same colour as the rest of the
car not knowing it was a feature of
the SR to make it stand out.
I owned it until January 1986 when
I sold it so we could buy a house.
I would love to have it back. The
car itself wasn't very quick or anything by today’s standard but I loved
driving it and thought it looked very
stylish.
It's still on the DVLA website so
hasn't been officially scrapped.

Everyone remembers their first car and the E&L
Advertiser would love to hear from other readers
about their first car(s).
If you would like to send us photos and some
information about them, please email
rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk
sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
or message us on our Facebook page.

Alan Weatherstone’s ‘hole-ier than thou’ 1971 Ford Escort MkI

ALL I could think about after passing my test in 1977 was getting a
set of wheels and the fine specimen above was that car. A 1971
Ford Escort 1100 Mk1.
Bought from Colin Barnfather for
the eye-watering sum of £525, it
rapidly became my pride and joy.

However, the rubber grommets in
the floor of the car frequently came
out resulting in sodden carpets being
dried indoors, much to my mother’s
disgust.
Happy memories!
Alan Weatherstone

Rachel Norris’ Triumph Dolomite 1500

MY FIRST car was a Triumph
Dolomite 1500 and my dad found
it for me at a dealer in Carlisle.
The registration was THH 305S.
I can’t remember what I paid for it
but it won’t have been much.
I had passed my test in August and
in September I began my first job
with the Birmingham Post and
Evening Mail and I lived in Sutton
Coldfield.
I had previously had a lovely little
50cc moped which I had bought at a
motorcycle shop in Chapel Street in
Carlisle. Does anyone remember it?
However, riding my moped around
Birmingham didn’t appeal so I

bought this car.
It was very old-fashioned with a
varnished wooden dashboard (I think
it was tortoiseshell effect) and fabric
seats – not plastic. Cars in those
days still had quarter lights you could
push open.
After buying it, I had to drive 200
miles down the motorway, my first
trip on a motorway. It was November
and I was nervous.
I had four stops on the way down
but I made it.
I must have owned it for four years
but, at 75,000 miles, it packed in. I
replaced it with a more modern Ford
Fiesta.
Rachel Norris

Cemetery access unsafe
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Copshaw councillors say a new path to the extension is needed
PRIORITY should be given
to Ettleton Cemetery, Oliver
Place and Houghton Park in
Newcastleton when Scottish
Borders Council is looking
to spend money on schemes.
A resident has asked about
creating passing places on the
road to Mangerton but community councillors do not see
this as being top of the list.
Passing places on the road to
Rock UK would be better
because it is used much more.
The community council has
tried to get the lane along Oliver
Place resurfaced for two years
and has asked the ward councillors to keep pursuing this.
They also heard that the situation at Ettleton cemetery was
critical.
The local authority had done
some work about 18 months
ago to resolve flooding problems at the top end.
There was still an issue over
people trying to make their
way down to the extension,
particularly when it was wet.
Greg Cuthbert, chairman, said:
“There’s no path and it’s not a
safe place to be going down
when there is a funeral. The
ground isn’t suitable.”

Scott Wilson recalled that the
council was looking into this
and getting quotes but it would
cost a lot of money.
Any new path would have to
be accessible to the disabled.
The cost had forced the council to put it on the backburner
but some of the local contractors said they would work for
nothing.

Zig-zag path

Greg added: “Someone needs
to take a lead on that and work
with the council.
“You can’t go straight down;
it almost has to be a zig-zag
path. It’s not an easy fix but
it’s something we must try to
get done.
“It’s probably a big project
on its own, getting people
together and working with the
council. There’ll be a lot of
work involved in it.”
Councillor George Turnbull
said he would work with the
council to see what could be
done.
Barbara Elborn, secretary,
pointed out that the community
now owned the land.
She said: “There will be a
way we can use community

Work needs to be done to make Ettleton cemetery in Newcastleton more accessible to all visitors

endeavour with public money
and join up to make it easier
for the council to get to the
site.”
Barbara also described the
vandalism of the Whithaugh
bridge just before Christmas

as “wanton destruction”.
She said: “It’s wholly unacceptable. I would not have
thought we would have to protect the barrier; it’s unbelievable.
“The CCTV will have more

than one role.”
Greg agreed, saying: “You
can be vandal free for a long
period but every so often there
will be a flurry of it until they
grow up. The CCTV will help
in these situations.”

Tenants are
needed in
village

NEWCASTLETON community council has agreed to
work with Eildon Housing
Association to produce a strategy to fill its rented homes in
the village.
The council is waiting to fix
a date for a meeting from the
association which is keen to
fill its houses.
Barbara Elborn, secretary,
said they needed to be ready
to react.
They had talked about developing a marketing strategy
so applicants for homes would
learn about the sort of place
they were coming to live in.
She suggested this could be
part of the village’s economic
development.
Lyndsay Patterson said Eildon
was keen to work with the
community on getting the right
people into the houses.
She said: “We want people
to come in and be a part of the
community.”
Ashley Thomson pointed out
that the homes were advertised
nationally and, depending on
their prioritisation, people can
apply for a house.
She added: “Marketing the
property and getting the right
people to apply is the key to
it.”
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100 years: Charge against Langholm Hotel Keeper

Memories of Youth
A Benty reminiscence by Jack Nixon

What am I
missing most?

Taking a year out of the 80 I
have already lived, should
really be no big deal but looking back on 2020, I have
come to the conclusion that I
have been robbed of not only
the first year of my 9th
decade, but all the attendant
pleasures of growing really old
thanks to accused Covid-19.
Firstly as a Benty boy, born
and bred, I have been
denied a visit to the place of
my birth of 80 years ago for
over 400 days. Embracing all
of the four seasons, each
and everyone of them of
blessed memory full of won-

derful moments with trusty
freens.
My time in Langholm was
equally enchanting, although
some of you would be quick
to point out I fled the town in
search of fame, even fortune
with indecent haste at 21.
I just hope I am forgiven my
early exit, for believe me
Langholm will be forever
home.

Testimony

In particular my thoughts
keep returning to romantic
walks in early autumn nights
with the girlfriend of the day,
drinking in the heady beauty
of the Lang Fall or along the
meandering River Esk or
whatever beautiful walk tick-

led our fancy. The world was
truly our oyster.
I hate to think of today’s
callow youth being unable to
enjoy such pleasures due to
Covid restrictions. Had such
restrictions been placed on
us, I think I might just have
been one of the many law
breakers.
But most of all I miss my
school friends of the era,
most of whom are still alive.
Testimony to our good living of the day, and of course
the burning desire to live forever in one of the most
lovely towns in Scotland.
This of course is not
intended to be a farewell,
God willing I shall return and
sooner rather than later

At Dumfries on Friday before Sherriff Campion, Mrs Annie Grant, Buck Hotel, Langholm was
charged with having, on 3rd November, in the public bar of the licensed premises, known as the
Buck Hotel, occupied by herself, sold for consumption on premises to John McLean, divisional
inspector, Food Office, 250 St Vincent Street, Glasgow, two one parts of a gill, being one gill of
whisky of a proprietary brand, thirty degrees under proof for the proof of three shillings, while the
maximum price of such whisky is 2s 8 ½ per gill. Mr John M Haining, solicitor, Dumfries produced
a medical certificate to the effect that the accused was unable to attend the court, and the case was
adjourned till the 4th February.

75 years: Langholm Artist’s Success

Mr R. Scott Hay, Laverockhill, Langholm, has two of his pictures accepted by the Royal Scottish
Society of Painters in Water Colours, for exhibition at the Royal Society Academy, Edinburgh.
The subjects of the pictures are “Gordon Morrison, Langholm Angler,” which depicts Mr Morrison,
a well-known local fisher seated with rod and landing net and “The Road to Longwood,” a sylvan
study on the road to Longwood via the Heathery Hill. The exhibition, which opened on Friday 25th
January, will continue until 19th March. Mr Scott Hay’s picture, “Robert John,” a painting of a
local postman, was accepted for exhibition by the same Society last year.

50 years: Scottish Dialect

What about the following for a typical example of the “Scottish Dialect” as Burns described the
medium he chose to write his poems, songs and epistles? It’s hauf like a bird and hauf like a bogle,
And just stands in the sun there and bouks. It’s a wunder its heid disna burst the way it’s aye raxin
it’s chouks. Syne it twits its neck like a serpent but canna get oot a richt note For the bubblyjock
swallowed the bagpipes. And the blether suck in it’s throat. From time to time we have mentioned
that many of the old Scottish words, once so commonplace in everyday conversation, are not
almost forgotten and in this connection we wonder if the “bubblyjock” is known as such to the
Langholm youngsters of today. To us, and we are sure many of our readers, the term “bubblyjock”
has far more euphony and appeak that the prosaic Anglified form – turkey cock. As for the author
of the two verses, well, he should be well enough known locally!

25 years: Rugby break fails to halt fan’s Irish trip

Plans to see Scotland play at Lansdowne Road nearly had to be
abandoned by one local rugby player. For 26-year-old Dennis
Little, who works at Langholm Dyeing suffered serious injury
at the recent Langholm 2nds game against Stewartry 2nds. It
was the first victory of the season at Milntown for the Langholm
team which was marred by a leg injury to Dennis who was taken
off to hospital. On arrival at the hospital, it was established that
Dennis’ right leg was broken in two places on the same bone,
but this wasn’t going to stop him traveling to the Emerald Isle.
The injury happened when another player dived for the ball into
the path of Little and the impact of his body weight against his
leg caused the break. Despite the injury the trip to Ireland was
in the forefront of Dennis’ mind and he can remember thinking
that it wasn’t going to stop him seeing the Scotland side win.
Father Dennis said; “When I rang the Infirmary the nurse
informed me that Dennis would definitely be travelling to
Ireland” The damage did cause some difficulties in Ireland for
the rugby enthusiast who says “I’m now a master of getting in
and out of cars”. Dennis and his friend Keith Rennie from
Hawick travelled to Edinburgh Airport and the flight didn’t
cause a problem as Keith said; “The staff on board the aircraft
couldn’t have been more helpful.” Getting about in Dublin did
pose a few problems for Dennis but all in all it was a worthwhile
trip. And despite the injury Dennis said “ I wouldn’t have missed
it, especially when the Scots celebrated a victorious 16-10 win.”
When his leg has healed he hopes to be back to the rugby field
but this could take some time as the plaster is to stay on for several weeks to allow the bone to heal.

Langholm Academy sixth year art students Paul Gardner, Dwayne Bell and Alix Borthwick with their 1920’s design
which graced the walls of the disco in the Crown Hotel back in 1996.

Dennis Little dressed in tradional Scottish Dress complete with plastercast after breaking his leg, heads to Dublin
for the Scotland versus Ireland six nations game in January 1996.
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Digital-First Festival

Rooks gather on a cold and frosty morning....photo by Jackie Evans

CELTIC Connections is in the midst of its
digital-first festival and has a stellar lineup for its final weekend of performances.
The festival features world-class performances from some of the biggest names on
the Scottish music scene and beyond,
appearing on screens around the world as
part of its winter festival.
The festival has created unique digital content from specially commissioned projects
and performances filmed in many of
Glasgow’s much-loved venues.
Tonight includes a night of piping with The
Conundrum 2021, a line-up of pipers
including Finlay MacDonald, Ross Ainslie,
Malin Lewis, Ailis Sutherland, Conal
McDonagh, Bradley Parker and a band of
Steven Blake, Steve Byrnes and David
Foley.
Also joining this bill are Tryst, the 10member band of pipers.
The neo-trad trio Project Smok opens the
entertainment with tunes built on the distinctive
piping of Ali Levack, BBC Young Traditional
Musician of the Year 2020.
Tomorrow will showcase a Celtic Connections flagship event, Transatlantic Sessions,
with the regular, all-star line-up from Scotland
and across the pond.
There is also a concert celebrating the
music of Quebec, featuring Le Vent du
Nord, De Temps Antan & Isle Gross.
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The first of the Saturday shows comes
from Inverness where indie-folk band
Elephant Sessions perform a 75-minute
gig from The Ironworks venue.
Roaming Roots Revue are on at 9pm
with this year’s theme, Songs for Survival.
The renowned festival favourite will welcome
Simon Neil of Biffy Clyro fame, indie/art
rockers Field Music, Ricky Ross and
Lorraine McIntosh (Deacon Blue), folk trio
The Staves, experimental triad LAU, singersongwriters Heir of the Cursed and Rachel
Sermanni, all beautifully accompanied by
the inimitable house band of Roddy Hart &
The Lonesome Fire.
Sunday afternoon will showcase the festival’s third and final New Voices commission
from Steven Blake of Rura fame.
The later show comes from Rhiannon
Giddens and Francesco Turrisi.
They will be supported by Orkney singersongwriter Kris Drever, Americana singer
Dean Owens, who will perform alongside
Calexico’s Joey Burns. Cahalen Morrison
completes the bill.
Next Monday Uist’s Taigh Chearsabhagh
Museum & Arts Centre has commissioned a
special show celebrating the talent which
has come out of or been inspired by the
island.
Tickets from celticconnections.vhx.tv. Individual concert tickets from £2 to £10.

Le Vent du Nord

Tryst

Camera: Nilkon Coolpix

Kris Drever:
Photo Genevieve Stevenson
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The views of the hills from the Whita road are breathtaking
Michael Hogg

Canonbie United parish church looks magnificent in the afternoon sunset

Elvis the Langholm Young Riders. Club pony

Ellie Hoton admires the view on their Doddie AID walk

Langholm from the park bridge

Thomas Hope

Mairi Telford Jammeh

A kingfisher on the Esk.....a rare sight.

Frozen in time: our monochrome moorland

SharonTolson

Rowan Phillips

Tom Hutton

Helen Foster

A blueish hue on a chilly Castleholm path

The smallest things in nature can the the most colourful

Zach Reid

Mark Hodgson
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PLUMBING & HEATING

COMMISSIONING
▪
SERVICING
▪
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
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SCRAP METAL

CUMBRIA METALS

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie
DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773
m. 07801 658561

TO LET

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries
Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal
Big or small
we remove it all
Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

CHIMNEY SWEEP

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE

TO LET - LANGHOLM

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN
Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk
PUBLIC NOTICES

DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY COUNCIL
CIVIC GOVERNMENT SCOTLAND ACT 1982 (‘the
Act’)
LICENSING OF PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT
NOTICE is given that Dumfries and Galloway Council, the Licensing
Authority for Dumfries and Galloway in terms of the Act, has varied its
existing Public Entertainment Licensing
Resolution to the following effect:
That with effect from 31 October 2021, section 41 Civic Government
(Scotland) Act 1982 shall have effect throughout the whole of Dumfries
and Galloway Council’s area in relation to the uses of places of Public
Entertainment whereby members of the public are admitted or may
use any facilities for the purposes of entertainment or recreation. The
premises/activities which require to be licensed under the Council’s
Resolution are as follows:
• bungee jumping/catapulting
• circuses
• funfairs
• firework displays
• outdoor music events/festivals
• indoor music events/festivals in premises with an occupant capacity
of or over 350
• sunbed centres and tanning centres, and
• the use of premises for the public performance of any play
The effect of this Resolution will be that, from the date specified, it
will be an offence for any premises to be used as places of Public
Entertainment for the above mentioned activities without first obtaining
a Public Entertainment licence from the Council.
Applications for licences in respect of the newly added activity – the
public performance of any play – will be considered by the Council as
from 13 February 2021, coming into force on 31 October 2021. Further
details, including application forms and statutory exemptions can be
obtained from:
Aideen Sloan, Interim Licensing Manager, Municipal Chambers,
Buccleuch Street, Dumfries DG1 2AD
12 January 2021

www.dumgal.gov.uk

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP
Chimneys and
Stove Flues swept.
Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819
POST OFFICE TIMES

LANGHOLM
TOWN HALL
(inside)

WEDNESDAYS
10am - 3.30pm
FRIDAYS
9am - 2pm

Access through rear door

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH
013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
COMPLAINTS

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER

COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in
The Eskdale and Liddesdale Advertiser, please
come into the office on Langholm High Street and
speak to the editor, Rachel Norris.

Alternatively, please contact the Company Secretary
by email – secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk
or by writing to:The Company Secretary
Muckle Toon Media
Ashley Bank House
Langholm DG13 0AN
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with tthe
he E & L!
L!
with
The advert below (5cm x 2 columns)
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JOHN SMITH
JOINER
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Y

5 c m x 2 c o lu m n

All aspects
of joinery work undertaken.
29 Grreeen Strreeet
Grreetna DG16 00B
BA
B
A
t. 01461 123456
m. 07890 654321

*these rates apply to an annual contract and are subject to VA
VAT at the prrevailing rate.
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Victory proves team’s strength
LANGHOLM scored 10 tries
in this runaway victory at
Milntown and it was a testimony of how strong the team
is because success was
achieved without really hitting
their best.
The Milntown men were very
sluggish at the start of each
half, which could have proved
risky against a stronger team,
but they made amends by scoring some good tries.
Trinity have won only one
league match this season but
they were a much stuffier outfit
than would have imagined. They
set up handling attacks whenever
possible and Murray was a
strong running centre who
proved difficult to stop.
The home forwards worked
hard and supported well and
there was even a scrum ball
taken against the head in a defensive position, although there
did appear to be problems at
times at the lineout.
No 8 Alan Hotson was prominent on surging runs but everyone in the pack deserves praise
because they are now a constructive and destructive unit.
The backs gave little away in
defence and produced excellent
attacking rugby from the quality
forward possession with swift

A young Andrew Johnstone steps over the opposition

Solid

Trinity hit back with a strong
attack but a solid home defence
kept them at bay.
A kick upfield by Hislop,
chased by Scott, pressurised the
visitors, with Steven Nicol quick
to the breakdown while Cooper
linked with the three-quarters
to threaten.
Eventually, Trinity were penalised when an offside defender
stopped what could have been
a scoring pass by Langholm,
and Jardine slotted the kick between the uprights.
Langholm went through several phases before quickly feeding wide.
Johnstone scampered in from
30 metres but Jardine missed
the conversion and the score

Sprightly

Power house: Richie Scott takes the ball safely away from the home line.

A sprightly attack by the
Milntown men had the crowd
cheering as Johnstone dashed
down the touchline and fed inside to Cubbon who collected
at pace to sweep in for a brilliant
try which Jardine failed to convert.
Another brisk piece of
Langholm handling ended with
Little dancing in at the corner
but the conversion attempt by
Jardine from far out slipped
past the upright.
It was now 35-5 after 53 minutes and Langholm replaced
Coper, Scott and Reid with S
Jardine, Steve Johnstone and
Keith Davidson.

For Three comes second

THE seven-year-old For
Three ran a strong race to
earn second place at
Musselburgh last Friday.
The James Ewart-trained
gelding was ridden by Brian
Hughes in a two-mile, fourfurlong handicap hurdle in
soft going.
The horse was held at the
back in the early stages but
had made good progress by
the time they got to three
fences from home.
Hughes pushed him on and
he went second two out but

hung right and only just held
onto the runner-up spot in
the 11-strong field.
He came in seven and a
half lengths behind Quest
For Life, trained by Mark
Walford and ridden by Jamie
Hamilton.
In third was the 7/4
favourite, Artic Mann, trained
by Nick Alexander and ridden
by Bruce Lynn.

Haydock

Ewart entered Black Pirate
in a handicap chase over
two miles half a furlong at
Haydock last Saturday.
The horse was sent off at

13/2 with Danny McMenamin
in the saddle.
He jumped left throughout
the race but was the leader
five fences from home.
He lost his lead three out
and lost second place
approaching the last to come
in 10 and three-quarter
lengths behind the winner.
Ewart’s runner Aristo Du
Plessis was found to have
lost his near fore shoe after
coming sixth in heavy going
in a handicap hurdle over
one mile, seven and a half
furlongs at Haydock.
The 14/1 shot, ridden by
Rachael McDonald, led from
the start in the 10-strong field
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Horseracing

Davidson was immediately involved when feeding on to Little
for a try at the corner but again
Jardine was off target with the
conversion.
There was now continuous
home pressure and Davidson
made a strong run before flashing the pass to the ever-eager
Johnstone who swept in to score.
The usually reliable Jardine
again missed the conversion.
Another handling move by
Langholm, which involved Cubbon, brought Johnstone his
fourth try. Cubbon took over
the kicking duties but was off
target.
A neat chip by Jardine over
the visitors’ line caught out the
defence and Little was up to
touch down for the try which
Cubbon failed to convert.
Another Langholm attack ended with Davidson offloading to
flanker Stuart Graham. He
missed an attempted drop goal
conversion.
Team: T Cooper, J Little, N
Cubbon, R Scott, A Johnstone,
C Jardine, C Hislop, K Scott,
G Murray, C Grant, J Elliot, S
Nicol, S Graham, J Reid, A
Hotson. Replacements used: S
Jardine, S Johnstone and K
Davidson.

Aristo du Plessis

but was soon passed.
He was chasing the leader
three from home but weakened from the penultimate
fence.
After the race, the vet found
he had lost a shoe.
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Langholm 60
Trinity Accies 5

stood at 15-5 after 26 minutes.
From secured lineout ball the
Langholm forwards attacked
the visitors’ line, then the possession was distributed through
the backs and Trinity were
caught offside, with Jardine
banging over the penalty kick.
Hotson and Jordan Reid went
on a swashbuckling run into
the opposition half.
Prop Keith Scott was prominent on a charge and from recycled ruck skipper Chris Grant
battered over to score. Jardine
converted and the interval arrived with the score at 25-5.
At the restart Murray was
prominent on a touchline run
for Trinity and he shrugged off
a number of home defenders
before being stopped.
Langholm cleared from a
scrum ball against the head and
got back upfield.

771472

E&L February 24, 2005

handling along the line, plus
useful kicks for position from
halfbacks Craig Hislop and Colin Jardine.
All the early attacks came
from Trinity and Langholm were
continually denied possession.
Home lock Jamie Elliot had to
be replaced by Steve Jardine
after being injured in only the
second minute but he was soon
back in action.
Pressure brought rewards for
the visitors with an unconverted
try after six minutes.
It was 11 minutes before
Langholm got into opposition
territory and as soon as they
gained a foothold, a sparkling
handling attack ended with Johnstone sweeping past his opposite
number for a try, which Jardine
converted.
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