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New company will
run nature reserve

THE legal transfer of several
thousand acres and six prop-
erties near Langholm is 
expected to be completed in
mid-February.

Full story: Page 5

Council sets huge
targets in carbon cuts

DUMFRIES and Galloway
Council can cut its own CO2e
emissions by 80 per cent from
the 2018/19 baseline in the
next five years.....

Full story: Page 12

Full story: Page 

Eskdale COVID-19
cases second highest
LANGHOLM and Eskdale rec-
orded the second highest number
of positive COVID-19 cases in 
Dumfries and Galloway in the
week up to last Saturday.
In Langholm and Eskdale between
January 10 and 16 there were 26
new cases, a seven-day rate per
100,000 population of 694.8.
The valley is only just below Gretna
which has 27 cases.
There are seven cases in Annandale
East, 12 in Eastriggs, 25 in Annan
East, three in Moffat, five in Locker-
bie, zero to two in Annandale West
and six in Lochmaben.
A drop in the number of new
COVID-19 cases in Dumfries and
Galloway offers some tentative hope
amid what remains a very serious
situation.
In the week ending January 16
there were 394 cases, down from
561 in the previous week and 801
in the week before that.
There is evidence of wide com-
munity transmission in the region
and evidence that people identified
as close contacts of cases are devel-
oping COVID-19. 
Jeff Ace, NHS Dumfries & 
Galloway chief executive, said: “It’s
really much too early to take too
much comfort from this drop in
numbers.
“This is still a worryingly-high
number of new cases and we’re still
in a very grave and precarious posi-
tion.
“The pressure on our health and

social care services is increasing as
the hundreds of new cases gradually
translate into significant numbers of
people suffering the most serious
effects of the coronavirus. 
“This is because of the delay in
time between someone developing
COVID-19 and potentially becoming
extremely unwell.

“Many of the people currently
being admitted to hospital because
of COVID-19 became positive to-
wards the start of the year when the
numbers of new cases hadn’t yet
reached their record high.
“Our health and social care systems
are being sorely tested by this and a
plateauing of current rates would

only perpetuate the strain, potentially
over weeks, and be incredibly difficult
to sustain.
“Any decline in numbers is 
extremely welcome and we’re grate-
ful for all the efforts and sacrifices
which continue to be made by 
everyone in Dumfries and Galloway
in response to the situation.
“However, we need to keep bringing
these numbers down. 
“FACTS guidance on wearing face
coverings and hand hygiene is very
important.
“It’s vital everyone remembers the
coronavirus doesn’t spread by itself
but, instead, takes advantage of peo-
ple coming into close contact.
“Keeping our distance limits that
opportunity and the national message
as part of the lockdown couldn’t be
clearer: stay at home and save lives.”
In Denholm and Hermitage, which
includes Newcastleton and Liddes-
dale, there were nine positive cases,
a seven-day positivity rate per
100,000 population of 220.4.
In Newcastleton the medical prac-
tice is vaccinating patients in their
own homes.
Among them was 97-year-old Dr
Arthur Bethune, the oldest resident
in the village.
Dr Bethune was the first patient to
be vaccinated and afterwards he was
reported to be feeling well. 
In the Scottish Borders there were
177 cases, a seven-day positivity
rate per 100,000 population of 153.2.

Photographers’ paradise
A SELECTION OF FINE IMAGES FROM OUR CONTRIBUTORS: PAGES 8 & 9

Dr Arthur Bethune, Newcastleton’s oldest resident at 97, receives his COVID-19 vaccination

Online Subscriptions to
the E&L Advertiser 

now available from only
£1 per week

A new way to read the
‘Langholm Paper’.

Published weekly and
available to read anytime

and anywhere 
using multiple devices from

mobile phone to tablet 
and laptop.

log on to
www.eladvertiser.co.uk
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Businesses need urgent support
> From Page 1

Colin Smyth, South Scotland
MSP, urged people to abide by
the rules and highlighted the 
importance of ramping up the 
vaccination programme.
He renewed his call to speed up
the delivery of support for busi-
nesses affected by the extra 
restrictions.
He said: “People will be dis-
mayed and worn down by the
news of more restrictions and
these changes will be a further
blow to businesses.
“I would urge everyone to con-
tinue to abide by the rules and
stay at home as much as they can.
“As we’ve seen recently, this
virus can spread at alarming rates 

and we must do all we can to
help halt that spread.
“It’s really important that 
employers allow everyone, who
can, to work from home and that
requirement will now be strength-
ened in law.
“Most businesses remain closed
so the government needs to get
its act together to support compa-
nies which need it.
“It’s one thing for the government
to announce schemes and grants
but, so far, many of those haven’t
even opened for applications, never
mind paid out to businesses.
“After this announcement, that
money will be needed in many
sectors and it must be paid soon
if businesses are to survive.”

Business grants
Council will assess need for funding

Jeff Ace, NHS Dumfries & Galloway chief executive, says there is still a 
worryingly-high number of cases and the region is in a grave and precarious
position

Church Notices

Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES
Although Covid-19 has
meant our doors are closed
we remain available to offer
support where we can.
Please contact the Session
Clerks on 013873 25255 or
canonbiechurch@gmail.com.
Canonbie Treasurer Fiona
Smith has received the new
weekly offering envelopes.
If you would like to receive
yours or wish to donate by
bank transfer please contact
her on 013873 71616 or
fionasmith2402@gmail.com
for details.

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES

With no services the
church is getting little or
no income.
If you wish to donate by
making a bank transfer
please contact the trea-
surer, David Johnstone,
on the phone numbers be-
low and he will supply
necessary details.

Tel: 013873 80859.
Mobile. 07543 179469

Charity no. SCO11946

ANDERSON

David and family would like to thank family, friends
and neighbours for all cards, flowers and kindness
after their recent sad loss of Helen (Ellen). It's
much appreciated. Special thanks to David Erskine
for all his care and guidance

All Services
CANCELLED
until further notice

All Services
CANCELLED
until further notice

Thanks for Sympathy

CHARLTON

On 15th January 2021, peacefully at Westfield
Care Home, Francis John (Frank) Charlton,
formerly Dryfe View, Boreland, aged 83.
Beloved husband of Evelyn (nee Kerr), loving
father of Denise and Leslie, dear brother and
brother-in-law who will be sadly missed.
Regrettably, due to the current circumstances the
funeral service will be private.

A REPORT on the measures 
Dumfries and Galloway Council
is taking to help businesses affected
by COVID-19 restrictions will be
considered next week.
After the first lockdown, to mitigate
the significant impact of the pan-
demic, a series of financial supports
and grants was made available from
both governments.
The region was later placed in
Tier 2 from November 2 to 
December 11 when the Scottish
government determined that the 
region would move to Tier 1.
The number of businesses, which
had to close or had trade restricted
and were paid framework funding
totalled 285. Payments totalled
£889,900.
All regions in mainland Scotland
are now in Tier 4.
As a result, the number of busi-
nesses, which have had to close or
have trade restricted, has signifi-
cantly increased.
The number of extra applications
received, as of January 13, was
1,500, on top of the 326 which
were included in December.
Council officers expect this to 
increase and are focusing on pro-
cessing the new applications to 
ensure payments are made to eligible
businesses this month.

Assessment
Dumfries and Galloway’s share
of the COVID-19 local authority
discretionary fund is £855,084.
Each local authority has to do its
own assessment of need and develop
application processes.
The fund will enable individual
local authorities to direct additional
financial support to specific groups,
sectors or businesses in their com-
munities, particularly small and 
micro-businesses.
This also includes self-employed
people, who have been excluded
from other Scottish government 

financial support since October and
are experiencing immediate financial
challenges because of current 
restrictions and regulations.
During the first lockdown in
March, to help small businesses
which were tenants of council-
owned industrial and commercial
units, a rent holiday was agreed,
then extended, based on individual
business circumstances.
The economy and resources com-
mittee will be asked to agree a
three-month extension, subject to
consideration of business need, at
a maximum cost of £60,000.
Councillor Archie Dryburgh, vice-
chairman, said: “We are doing what-
ever we can to fill the gaps in fund-
ing.
“For example, the Scottish gov-
ernment stipulates that a business
bank account is needed for the
strategic framework.

“However, in exceptional cases
we can accept personal accounts.
“It is not uncommon in our rural
economy for micro-businesses and
sole traders to operate through per-
sonal accounts.

Discretion
“It would be important that we
exercised that discretion so as not
to exclude such businesses.
“It’s vital the funds reach those
businesses which need help, par-
ticularly those which have been 
unable to access funding through
the other schemes launched.”
Councillor Rob Davidson, chair-
man, added: “The range and focus
of grants available has changed
since the first lockdown, reflecting
a shift from immediate widespread
help to more specific support linked
to localised and regional restrictions
or closures and as a result of the
tiered COVID-19 framework in
Scotland.

Councillor Archie Dryburgh says it’s vital that the council uses it discretion when
distributing grants to businesses in need

Deaths

GEDDES

Peacefully at home on 13th January 2021, after
a long and challenging illness, Stella Geddes,
Rosevale Gardens, Langholm, beloved wife of
the late Bill, dear mother to Jean, Bill, Barbara
and Carole, a dearly loved grandmother and
great-grandmother who will be sadly missed.
Family flowers only, donations would be most
appreciated to Cancer Research UK or to
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org /page/
stella-geddes   
Funeral private due to current circumstances.

Scottish
Rural

Development
Programme

Dumfriesshire
East Community

Benefit Group

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
is part funded by

LEADER
Dumfries & Galloway

and charitable trusts and individuals 
from the community of Langholm.



LIDDESDALE has been
chosen as one of three
rural areas to receive
Scottish government
backing for a new busi-
ness creation project 
designed for women.
It follows the success of 

a pilot scheme which helped
a group of military wives 
to set up their own busi-
nesses.
Liz Dadd, who took part

in the pilot scheme, says
the experience has been
empowering.
“I had a business idea 

before the course but I didn’t
have the knowledge on
starting a business.
“The course taught me

about writing a business
plan, branding and finance.
“Being in the group gave

us all the confidence to turn
our ideas into reality.”
Army wife and mother,

Jade, who had struggled to
work because of chronic
pain and fatigue from 
fibromyalgia, says the 
Business Start-Up course
gave her space to reflect
on her own strengths, skills
and talents.
“She had been feeling a

loss of identity but the
course gave her the 

confidence boost she 
needed to launch her own
business, Handmade by
Jade.

WES
Newcastleton and District

Community Trust (NDCT)
will run the free online
course in conjunction with
Development Trusts 
Association Scotland and 

Women’s Enterprise 
Scotland.
WES, which works to cre-

ate an environment in which
women-led businesses can
flourish and grow, is keen
to emphasise that they don’t
need to have a business
idea to join the course.
It’s specifically designed

for women with little or no
experience and to be a non-

threatening and supportive
environment in which to
build confidence, explore
enterprising ideas and sup-
port any future business 
development.
The course will be led by

WES and Claire Musson of
NDCT will be the facilitator
for the Eskdale, Liddesdale
and Teviot area cohort.
She said: “We are looking

for women in Eskdale, Teviot
and Liddesdale to take part.
“We are particularly keen

to work with women who
are looking to explore their
potential and start some-
thing new, especially if they
are from an agricultural
background.
“Please get in touch if you

have questions or to register
your interest.”
Expressions of interest can

be sent to  Claire.mus-
son@newcastletoncommu-
nitytrust.co.uk
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Container
set on fire
POLICE officers from Langholm
are appealing for witnesses after
a storage container behind the
football pitches at Rowanburn
was set alight between 8pm and
11pm on Monday this week.
Anyone with information is

asked to contact Police Scotland
on 101 and quote reference number
PS-20210118-3585.

____________________

Weather
warning
WEATHER warnings for rain
and snow have been issued by
the Met Office for the Scottish
Borders up until 12pm today.
The Scottish Environment 

Protection Agency (SEPA) also
issued a flood alert for the whole
of the Scottish Borders, although
the overall risk of significant 
impacts from river and surface
water flooding is very low.
A yellow weather warning for

rain was in place until 12pm yes-
terday.
Persistent and, at times, heavy

rain of up to 30mm of rain was
expected widely, with up to 50mm
possible on higher ground.
The rain was forecast to turn to

snow over the hills and at lower
levels by this morning.
Accumulations of up to 5cm

are possible above 200m and up
to 10cm possible over 300m.
Jim Fraser, Scottish Borders

Council’s emergency planning
officer, said: “With already satu-
rated ground, we’re closely mon-
itoring the situation and liaising
with our SEPA and Met Office.
“I would once again encourage

Borderers at risk of river flooding
to make sure they have signed
up for SEPA’s free Floodline ser-
vice to ensure they receive flood
warnings as and when they are
issued and take all necessary pre-
cautions to protect their homes
and businesses in that event.
“The council is well prepared

and able to respond to any issues
over the coming days to support
communities but please play your
part and take notice of the warning
and take action when needed.”
Sign up to the council’s free

emergency messaging system SB
Alert at www.sbalert.co.uk

Plea is issued for people
to stay at home for now
Council and NHS say virus is still too prevalent in communities

CURRENT COVID-19 lock-
down measures are here to
stay until at least the middle
of February, the First Minister
Nicola Sturgeon confirmed
on Tuesday.
Schools will continue to use

remote learning until at least
mid-February, except for vul-
nerable children and those of
key workers.
She said that, although lock-

down appeared to be having
an impact on case numbers,
transmission of the virus 
remained too high to relax 
restrictions.
No-one, who lives in an area

under lockdown, must leave or

remain outside their home, 
except for an essential purpose,
like caring responsibilities, out-
door exercise and work which
can’t be done at home.
These measures will be kept

under consideration and par-
liament will be updated after a
review on February 2.
Councillor Shona Haslam,

Scottish Borders Council leader,
said: "It’s clear that COVID-
19 is still too prevalent in our
communities so we need to
stick with the lockdown restric-
tions for a bit longer.
“Please continue to stay at

home as much as possible and
leave only for essential purposes
or to get some exercise.
“Our community assistance

hubs continue to operate to sup-
port those in critical need and
co-ordinate support with part-
ners and community groups.
“Anyone in need can contact

their hub on 0300 100 1800.
"It’s vital that as many people

as possible work from home
where they can and we are ask-
ing employers to be flexible to
allow this to happen.
"We want to get everyone

back in our schools as soon as
it is safe but, for now, we'll

continue to deliver home learn-
ing for most pupils.
“I want to thank all young

people, parents and carers and
our staff for their flexibility
and hard work while online
learning continues.”
There are now 42 patients

with confirmed or suspected

COVID-19 being cared for in
hospital, seven of whom are in
the intensive care unit.
“There are currently three

dedicated COVID-19 wards
open in the Borders General
Hospital and NHS Borders is
ready to open a fourth ward to
cope with the heightened 
demand if needed.
Dr Tim Patterson, director of

public health, said: “Coronavirus
affects people of all ages. Please
do not be complacent.
“We are seeing patients of all

ages who need hospital treat-
ment.
“A high proportion of con-

firmed tests are showing as 
being the new strain which is a
lot more contagious.
“It remains extremely impor-

tant that everyone follows the
government advice: stay at
home.
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Course to help women set up their
own business comes to Liddesdale

Councillor Shona Haslam is appealing for people to stay at home as much
as possible to reduce transmission of the virus

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

The new business creation course designed for women is now up and
running in Liddesdale, thanks to Scottish government funding

Claire Musson of the Newcastleton
and District Community Trust is lead-
ing the course for women in Eskdale,
Liddesdale and Teviotdale



Vegan Shiitake Mushroom Patty
with Asian cucumber salad, Carrot Slaw 

and Asian Guacamole

By Nick Benson
of Langholm

Ingredients:
Wholemeal Bun
Mushroom Patty
Asian Style Guacamole
Carrot Slaw
Cucumber Salad

FOR THE PATTY:
230g Shiitake Mushrooms
finely chopped
2 tbsp Sriracha 
2 tbsp White Miso Paste
2 tbsp Toasted Sesame Oil 
(plus2 tbsp for frying)
1 medium finely chopped
2 cloves garlic finely chopped
2 tbsp plain flour

Method:
Heat 2 tbsp toasted sesame

oil in a frying pan, add the
onions and garlic, cook them
out until translucent, once the
onions and garlic are ready mix
all the patty ingredients together
thoroughly, now shape into 5
patties. Refrigerate for 1/2 hour,
cook on a skillet or in a frying
pan in 2 tbsp sesame oil around
2 minutes per side on medium
to high heat.

GUACAMOLE:
4 small avocados (or 2 large)
2cm fresh ginger grated 
finely

½ tsp sriracha 
1 tbsp sesame oil
1 tbsp rice vinegar
Toasted sesame seeds 
(after you’ve mixed the rest)

Method:
Carefully cut the avocados in

half and destone, scoop out the
flesh with a spoon, place all the
Guacamole ingredients into a
food processer and blitz. (if you
haven’t got a food processor
you can mash them with a fork)
finish with the toasted sesame
seeds.

CARROT SLAW
3 spring onions (sliced 
diagonally)
2 carrots grated (skin on)
2 tsp rice vinegar
2 tsp toasted sesame seeds
1 pinch of salt
1 tsp caster sugar

Method:
Place all Carrot Slaw ingredi-

ents in a bowl and gently toss
them together.

CUCUMBER SALAD
3 spring onions (sliced 
diagonally)
1 Cucumber (shaved into 
ribbons using a potato peeler)
2 tsp rice vinegar
2 tsp toasted sesame seeds
1 pinch of salt
1 tsp caster sugar

Method:
Place all Cucumber Salad in-

gredients in a bowl and gently
toss them together.
Assembly of the patty , slice

your wholemeal bun in half,
spread a tsp of the Guacamole
on the bottom and top halves,
place the patty on the bottom
half, add some carrot slaw and
Cucumber salad then the top of
the bun and sprinkle over some
toasted sesame seeds, enjoy 😊
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Cooking with Nick

Carrot Slaw

Letters to the editor Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or

email your comments to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk

Vegan Shiitake Mushroom Patty 

Best issue
yet?
I HOPE your contributor of
“Why I don’t own a car”
(E&L Advertiser, January
14) was not anonymous
against the wrath of
Langholm’s many
petrolheads because this was
the most cogent case against
car ownership I have seen.
I surmise that she lives abroad

(The Netherlands?) not only
from her reference to the
railway station being called the
Gateway to the World for its
fast European connections but
also from her typically Dutch
ease with non-motorists.
Hostility between cyclists,

pedestrians and drivers is
unknown, facilitated by cyclists
riding on dedicated cycleways
on elegant sit-up machines,

wearing normal streetwear.
Her description of the

pleasure of waiting for a train
in the quiet, with the birds
singing, as one of the best starts
to the day contrasts starkly with
the din and tension from the
early hours in Langholm’s
crowded streets.

Beeching
Meanwhile, as you reported

last week, Langholm is still
talking about restoring a rail
link to the town, which the
vandal Beeching destroyed 60
years ago in his cuts to a
service which Britain gave to
the world.
The fact that the minister of

transport, Ernest Marples, had
links to the road-building
industry may be relevant.
Earlier political figures were

also instrumental in the
primacy given to the car and
motorways (or autobahns).
Your Langholm with the Lid

Off serialisation pointed out

that Hitler planned to give
every worker in Germany a
Volkswagen “People’s Car”.

Wattie
Incidentally, this episode of

Walter Bell’s book was also
revealing in its only photo I
have seen of the scene at
Auschwitz concentration camp
as its victims arrived (or left)
for another department – the
last?.
The account also told how the

Langholm mills made khaki
yarn for British uniforms using
dyestuffs from German slave
labour factories.
This recalled for me that,

when British troops took
German trenches in World War
One, they were surprised to
find they had been fortified
with British cement. Ours not
to reason why . . . 
All in all, this issue of the

E&L was the best I have seen,
especially Mairi Telford

Jammeh’s description and
photos of the birds of the three
Langholm rivers.
The paper does its

contributors credit and is a far
better buy than many in
national print, deserving of a
wider and unsubsidised
circulation.
And it’s certainly better than

squinting stolidly at an internet
screen or, as the earlier
television precursor was known
by the unaddicted in its early
1950s’ days, “the idiot’s
lantern”.

Richard Lennox
Henry Street
Langholm

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7) 
...................0800 0281414 
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES
Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital 
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
...................013873 75240
Canonbie 
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours

01461 202508
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New company will
run nature reserve

Bogus
callers
DUMFRIES and Galloway

Council’s community protection
team is warning of bogus callers
visiting business premises about
COVID-19 rules.
They claim to be from the

council but they don’t have
council ID.
A spokesperson said the coun-

cil would like to remind busi-
nesses and residents that council
staff would always carry ID
and clearly explain the purpose
of their visit.
If anyone is suspicious about

a doorstep caller, do not engage
with them but report the incident
to police on 101 or call 030 33
33 3000 or email tradingstan-
dards@dumgal.gov.uk

Bridge to
be closed

THE Steele Road railway
bridge, north of Newcastleton,
will be closed for an inspection
in March.
The closure is on the 18th

from 8am to 5pm.

Estate manager will be recruited to implement moorland plan
THE legal transfer of several
thousand acres and six prop-
erties near Langholm is 
expected to be completed in
mid-February.
The Langholm Initiative,

which agreed a deal to buy
5,200 acres of Langholm Moor
for £3.8m last autumn, is work-
ing closely with Buccleuch on
the process.
The land will be renamed the

Tarras Valley Nature Reserve
and its key objectives will be
to restore the moor and regen-
erate the community.
The other 5,000 acres at the

top end of the Tarras valley,
which the Initiative was unable
to buy, still belongs to Buccleuch
and discussions about its future
are ongoing.
As stated in the business plan,

which is on the Initiative web-
site, the charity is setting up a
new trading subsidiary (name
yet to be confirmed) to manage
the day-to-day running of the
estate and create the nature re-
serve.

The land and assets will be
owned by the Initiative but the
new trading company will 
deliver the work and generate
the revenue needed to ensure
the nature reserve is financially
sustainable in the long term.
This structure is commonly

used for community land man-
agement and has proved suc-
cessful elsewhere in Scotland.
Margaret Pool, chairwoman,

said: “We appreciate the advice
and support we have received
from the Development Trusts
Association for Scotland.
“This approach also helps safe-

guard the ownership of the land
and assets and the charitable
status of the Initiative as a com-
munity organisation.”
The recruitment of an estate

manager and development man-
ager will begin shortly so staff,
who can deliver the business
plan for the nature reserve, will
be in place.
The estate manager post is

funded by the Esmee Fairbairn
Foundation, while the develop-

ment manager post is funded
by South of Scotland Enterprise
which has supported the land
buyout with £1m.

Recruitment
The development manager post

is for a fixed term only.
Recruitment will take time be-

cause it is likely that suitable

applicants will be in employment
and will have to work notice
before they can take up a post.
Margaret added: “These are

two high quality jobs which
will be based in Langholm and
we are delighted we have 
secured funding for these and
grateful to our two funders.”
Until such time as the estate

manager is in post the board
will make arrangements for the
management of the properties
it will own.
Some of these are tenanted

and tenants will be kept informed
of the change of ownership and
what that means for them.
Margaret said: We’ve been

thrilled by the people coming
forward to offer their time to
volunteer.
“They’ll be needed to help

with other work on the estate
in the future and should look
out for opportunities which will
be publicised.
“We hope volunteers, who

were involved in the Wild 
Eskdale project, as well as others
will be interested.
“Last spring was a good year

for the nesting hen harriers.
“As we move into spring, peo-

ple should be aware that birds
such as the hen harriers are
ground-nesting and they need
to be very careful when walking
on the moor.”

IN BRIEF

A VIRTUAL meeting of
Langholm Rotary Club was
held last week and president
George Cairns was in the chair.
The main purpose of the meet-

ing was to induct Glen Cavers
as a new full member of the
club.
Glen has been an associate

member of the club for some
months and, despite not being
able to attend normal weekly
meetings, has proved to be a
popular addition to the club.
Glen was introduced by his

sponsor Kenneth Pool and the
president confirmed him as a
new member.
He was welcomed by all the

members present and he 
responded by saying he was
very pleased to join the club.
Other club business was 

discussed, including the date for
the next umbrella walk which will
be announced in the near 
future.

Online subscriptions to the

are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read

anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT! STARTING AT £1 A WEEK

The transfer of part of Langholm Moor is scheduled for mid-February

Glen joins Rotary Club

Glen Cavers is the newest member of Langholm Rotary Club
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Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES
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The seventh annual Longtown Ladies’
sale of pedigree breeding sheep was held
on Monday, January 11 by C & D Auction
Marts Ltd. Trade was exceptionally strong
throughout, reflecting the high quality
of the sheep on offer.
133 head achieved a 96 per cent selling

rate to average £1,079 overall, with 31
four-figure prices. 38 per cent sold to
the 383 registered online bidders who
socially-distanced by using the Marteye
bidding platform recently adopted by
the mart. 
Taking the honours, and setting a centre

record for a Texel, was a shearling
gimmer from Alan Blackwood, Auld-
houseburn, Muirkirk. In lamb with a
single to Bellefield Double Dutch, this
daughter of Rhaeadr Best of the Best
sold at 8,000gns to the Ettrick flock of
Gordon Gray.

At 6,400gns, Auldhouseburn sold an-
other by the same sire and again in lamb
to Double Dutch, to Northern Irish buyer,
J Cubbitt of Ballymena. The rest of the
Auldhouseburn pen of gimmers will also
cross the Irish Sea to T Kenny, Ballinasloe,
Galway at 4,000gns and to B Farrell,
Oberstown, County Meath at 3,600gns.
The Auldhouseburn average was £5,775.
Perthshire-based Robert Cockburn of

Knap Texels sold a gimmer, in lamb to
Sportsmans Cannonball, at 3,200gns to
Steven Smith and family of the Penparc
flock. Others from Knap made 2,400gns
and 2,200gns and averaged £2,546. Just
short of this average, at £2,484 was
Steven Renwick, Craig Douglas with
the sale of the 2019 sire of the year
Knock Bantastic daughter at 3,200gns
to J Pirie, Blarnavaid and another at
3,000gns. Thomas Muirhead, Orchilmore
had sales at 2,400gns and 2,000gns, the
former going to L M Jones, Ynsytod-
deeb.
Texel ewe hoggs sold very well, with

a £2,134 average for D & S MacPherson`s
Hexel flock from Berwick-upon-Tweed
who topped at 3,200gns, for a daughter
of the home-bred Born to be Wild, going
to Evistones Farm, Otterburn. J D Hair,
Drumbreddan had three four-figure prices
for his pen of ewe hoggs which sold at
up to 2,200gns.
Dutch Texel in-lamb gimmers from G

Pyman`s Thacka flock from Stainton,
Penrith went to 2,100gns, paid by A

Mutch & Son, Heath Holm, Oxfordshire,
with others to 1,800gns, 1,600gns and
1,300gns. Beltex in-lamb gimmers sold
to 520gns from Auchenlay.

The sale concluded with five choice
Dutch Spotted in-lamb hoggs from Ali
Jackson`s Tiptop flock, Maulscastle, An-
nan. These averaged £3,360 and sold to
3,800gns, to R Heigh of Brook House,
and 3,600gns to L Robertson, Ashlea,
Horton, with others at 3,200gns, 2,800gns
and 2,600gns.
The mart had forward 4,096 head at

the second sale of store hoggs, cast ewes
and rams on Tuesday, January 12.
Another large ring of buyers was for-

ward and all keen to buy sheep, trade
was absolutely fantastic and at record
prices. Most hoggs sold from £105 to
£115. Top of £129 for Beltexes from
Whitstone Hill, others to £126 Pallet

Hill, £123 North Synton; Texels to £125
Dormansteads, £123 Greenburn (Story),
£121 Gibbs Hill & The Flatt (Atkinson),
Charollais to £125, £119 Moss Side
(Baxter); Suffolks to £125 Falnash, £120
Greenburn (Story); Cheviot Mules to
£108 Marwhirn, £107 Dormansteads;
Greyfaces to £111 Greenburn (Story),
£105 Greyside; North Country Cheviots
£106, £101 North Synton; Hampshires
to £99 Morwood, Romneys to £93 Coolin-
gel; Kerry Hills to £91 Derskelpin Farms.
The mart had forward 8,377 sheep

comprising 5,161 prime hoggs and 3,216
cast ewes and rams at the weekly sale
on Thursday, January 14.
Cast cows met a very brisk trade for

all classes, with more numbers needed
weekly to fulfil buyers’ demand Long-
town. Angus cows sold at 116p from J
Gemmill & Son, Ifferdale, Campbeltown
and Holsteins to 114p from Hewson
Bros, Jerriestown, Blackford. 
Another bumper show of 5,161 hoggs

forward to an increased ring of buyers,
ensuring a fast trade throughout. Com-
mercial hoggs slightly easier but best
Beltex and Texel hoggs were unbelievable
and dearer on last week’s blistering rates
of return 
Topping the sale at 379p for a fantastic

Beltex hogg from DS & RC Taylor,
Easter Ochtermuthill, Perth. 
Best Beltex hoggs trading between

340-370ppk and more could have been
handled with ease. 

Top price per head of £167 also
achieved for Beltex hoggs from Easter
Ochtermuthill, whose run of 28 hoggs
averaged 41kg, 346p, £142.64.
Heavy hoggs continued to sell well,

with a lot of hoggs realising £135-£145
per head.
Lightweight hoggs continued to be in

massive demand and short of buyers’
requirements. The prices simply speak
for themselves. 
All classes of hoggs continue to sell

to unbelievable rates.
Overall average of 262.7p (SQQ

274.9p), which equates to an average
per head of £113.42. 
Principal prices (per kilo): Beltex 379p,

377p, 369p Easter Ochtermuthill, 368p
Breckon Hill, 363p Torrax & Whitstone-
hill, 362p Lurgan, 358p Killocraw, 353p
Breckon Hill, 345p Easter Ochtermuthill,
344p Golden Lane, 343p Killocraw, 341p
Newton Cottage. Cheviot 360p Granton
Mill, 298p, 282p Ifferdale, 282p Carnavel,
281p Littlegill, 280p Granton, 277p
Dornock Mains, 276p West Scales, 275p
Glengeith & Longoe. Texel 336p High
Parkfoot, 330p Killocraw & Langdyke
Cottage, 323p Howard House, 321p
Lingey Field, 320p Torikka, 318p Kirkton
of Crawford, 315p Allanshaws, 314p
Miller Hill, 313p Kirkbride, 312p Cobble
Hall Barn. Blackface 295p Bragleenmore,
292p Kilchiaran, 289p Upper Hindhope,
285p Craigens, 285p, 282p Sorbie, 281p
Craigens, 277p Brackley, 276p Arnicle,

275p Craigens. Suffolk 286p Brisco
Meadow, 281p Mains of Balhall, 280p
Durran Mains, 279p High Cattadale,
278p Knock, 275p Woodhouse, 274p
Gartvaigh, 273p Lower Banniskirk, Brisco
Meadows & Longrigg, 271p Knock &
Kilfillan, 270p Auchengray. Cheviot
Mule 286p, 264p Dunnabie, 261p Brisco
Meadows, 260p Derrie, 258p Kirkbride,
257p West Millhills, 254p Dalmakethar,
253p Kilnford Croft. Charollais 280p
Knowe & Canina Gardens, 276p Knells
Cottage, 275p Kilfillan, 264p Tinnishall,
260p Rowanburnfoot, 253p Oldham
Road, 251p Knowe. Mule 279p Whitch-
ester, 276p High Cattadale, 270p Howard
House, 267p Arnicle, 265p Ifferdale,
262p Kirkton of Crawford, 261p Arnicle
& High Parkfoot, 260p Killipol. Blue
Texel 273p Newton Cottage. 
The 3,216 ewes were a marvellous

trade, with all classes in big demand and
easily maintaining last week’s high rates
of return.
Pure-bred Texel ewes topped the sale

at £200, shown by TD & JR Byers, Cub-
byhill, Longtown and from K & M
Jamieson, Woodhead, Annan. Rams sold
well, albeit slightly easier than last week’s
serious prices. 
Hill ewes to £93 for Cheviots from R

& A Wilson, Clackmae, Earlston, with
Blackface ewes topping at £86 M & C
Ralston, Rhoin, Campbeltown. Rams
sold to £166 for Texels from KA Dawe,
Paradise Park, Holsworthy. 

Around the marts

Search begins for
climate champion

Broken promise
over GM crops
PROMISES made to farmers
by the UK government have
been broken within weeks,
it’s claimed.
Soon after the Brexit transition

period ended, the government
announced plans to consult on
the introduction of gene-editing,
Joan McAlpine, South Scotland
MSP has complained.
Commercial planting of GM

crops is currently banned in
Scotland, Wales and Northern
Ireland. But, without EU pro-
tection, the Tory government
threatens to overrule the 
devolved administrations and
drive down Scotland’s high-
quality food standards.
Ms McAlpine said: “If this is

the result of the consultation in
England, which is pretty 
inevitable, it will be impossible
to enforce any ban here because
of the internal market bill.
“It means a company operating

from England can ignore leg-
islation in our parliament and
say it doesn’t apply to them.
“So, a company operating out

of England could grow gene-
edited crops in Scotland and
the rules could also be imposed
UK-wide.
“It allows ministers to impose

UK-wide food standards on
Scotland, even if we object.”

The proposal to introduce the
pesticide neonicotinoid is a
promise which has been 
explicitly broken.
Michael Gove, promised not

to do a U-turn on it. The pesti-
cide is used for sugar beet but
is harmful to bees.
Ms McAlpine added: “The

harsh realities of the Tories’
power grab bill are coming
home to roost, with Boris 
Johnson’s government threat-
ening to impose GM crops on
Scotland, despite a ban.
“Our food and drink sector is

world-renowned for being of
the highest quality so these
plans to introduce GM crops
will come as a devastating blow
to the industry which is already
struggling to deal with the 
impact of Brexit.
“Thanks to the Tories, the

UK’s global reputation may
well be damaged beyond repair
but we want to maintain 
Scotland’s clean, green reputa-
tion when it comes to food and
drink standards.
“If the Tories won’t listen to

the warnings from Scottish
farmers in Dumfries and 
Galloway and Scotland, it’s
clear the only way to protect
Scotland’s interests is as an in-
dependent, European nation.”

THE search for Scotland’s
climate-friendly farming
champion has begun.
The competition, hosted 

by NFU Scotland’s Next 
Generation group and supported
by Royal Bank of Scotland, 
encourages farmers to video an
outline of the steps they are
taking to cut emissions and 

deliver environmental benefits.
The panel of judges includes

Ben Macpherson, rural affairs
and the natural environment
minister; Claire Taylor, political
affairs editor at the Scottish
Farmer, and NFUS’s Next 
Generation chairman Peter
Moss.
Those entering will have a

chance to win a state-of-the-art
drone with a tailored, unmanned
aerial vehicle (UAV) upload
and satellite imagery package
from SoilEssentials.
Entrants simply record a three-

minute video, sharing their
views on how agriculture can
respond to climate-change chal-
lenges, highlighting the steps
they have taken to tackle climate
change.

Benefits
The judges would also like to

see and hear about the wider
environmental benefits.
The closing date is Monday,

February 1 and the winner will
be announced at NFUS’s virtual
AGM on February 11.
Mr Macpherson said: “I’m

very pleased to be a judge of
this new competition.
“This initiative will highlight

the impressive, positive work
already being done to help com-
bat the effects of climate change
and reduce emissions by com-
mitted individuals.
“The competition will raise

awareness of the important con-
tributions of dedicated farmers
as we continue to work together
to help reach our world-leading
climate targets.”
The video guidelines are: film

in landscape and limit the video
to three minutes maximum. You
can talk directly to camera, cre-
ate a voiceover for pictures or
use animation and 
infographics.
Send a WeTransfer link with

a name and contact details to
ruth.taylor@nfus.org.uk
Factors to consider include

why entrants think tackling the
climate and biodiversity crises
is important for agriculture.
What steps they have taken

on their farm to reduce green-
house gas emissions and restore
and promote biodiversity.
What steps they would like

to take and how they would
like to be supported to do this
whether from government, train-
ing schemes, research projects
or investment.

Many wildflower meadows have been lost over the past half century

Auldhouseburn’s shearling gimmer
sets a centre record for a Texel 

Top in-lamb hogg in the Dutch
Spotted section sold for £3,800
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Forestry body rebuffs
claims of poor control

Customer
services
IN LINE with current lockdown
measures the customer service
centre in Langholm town hall,
including library services and
PC access, are closed to the
public until the restrictions are
lifted.
Registration and essential ser-
vices remain open by appoint-
ment only.
Customers with registration
enquiries can ring 030 33 33
3000.
To make an appointment for
national entitlement cards or
blue badges call 01387 260196.
Virtual library services are 
always open. People can access
eBooks, eMagazines and eAudio
for free.

____________________

Vaccine in
Canonbie
VACCINATIONS against
COVID-19 began in Canonbie
for the over 80s on Tuesday
and are due to run until January
31, after which those aged 75
to 80 will be vaccinated.

Licensing authority says regulations are taken “very seriously”
CLAIMS that Scottish
Forestry is failing to control
the ploughing of a former hill
farm near Langholm to plant
a conifer plantation have been
rebuffed.
Scottish Forestry, which issues
licences to companies, said it
took the regulation of forestry
“very seriously”.
The site, Tansy Hill, is at the
former Cleuchfoot Farm and is
being planted by James Jones
& Sons of Lockerbie.
It is being overseen by Tilhill
Forestry and managed by 
Gresham House for the timber
processor.
There was a complaint last
month that deep peat had been
ploughed, which contravened
standards, and Scottish Forestry
stepped in to stop work in that
area.
Mitigation work has since been
done by the contractor.
Questions were also raised
over the extent of a mammal
survey because, it was claimed,
badger setts were damaged.

A Scottish Forestry spokesper-
son said: “A mammal survey
was undertaken by Tilhill before
work began on the site.
“It is the responsibility of the
owner or contractor to comply
with legislation on protected
species, including doing wildlife
surveys. 
“We don’t normally require
owners or contractors to submit
detailed mammal surveys to us
as part of the woodland creation
application process.

Badgers
“In this case, in line with good
forestry practice, a survey to
check for the presence of badgers
was done before ploughing took
place.
“Scottish Forestry did not see
the mammal survey in advance
of ploughing operations because
there is no requirement for this
to happen.
“We’ve since been given a
map by Tilhill showing the 
location of the surveyed badger
setts, all of which the survey

said were inactive.
“We’re satisfied that Tilhill
has planned appropriate exclu-
sion zones around those loca-
tions, although this is not strictly
necessary if setts are not active.” 
On the issue of ploughing of

deep peat continuing, he said:
“From the photo sent to us, a
machine appears to be building
a road and doesn’t show any
ploughing that we can see.
“We don’t believe ploughing
has continued on the affected

area of land since we asked
Tilhill to stop.” 
Concerns were expressed that
the need to meet government
targets on tree planting was
overriding better scrutiny of
what was being done to the nat-
ural environment.

Regulation
The spokesperson added:
“Creating new woodlands is
vital in tackling climate change
and contributing to the green
recovery of Scotland. 
“The regulation of forestry is
something we take very seri-
ously, as is the protection of
the environment.
“As with all public bodies,
we are under more pressure than
before because of the effects of
the pandemic but we continue
to work effectively and carry
out our core functions as nor-
mal.”
A Tilhill Forestry spokeperson
said: “Works on site are con-
tinuing with the agreement of
Scottish Forestry.”

IN BRIEF

LANGHOLM’S MSP Oliver
Mundell asked the Scottish
government what its position
is on reported concerns over
forestry planting at Tansy Hill
and what action it was taking
to protect peatland.
He said:  "The government
seems far too keen to take the
word of big forestry businesses
over communities.
"I’m worried that best practice
has not been followed and a
number of studies and ground
investigations do not reflect the
reality on the ground.
"As I have said previously,
there is a worrying need for
speed which is being driven by
current political targets rather
than environmental concerns.
“Like a number of concerned
locals, I intend to keep pursuing
this issue."
Fergus Ewing, rural economy
secretary, replied: “Scottish
Forestry investigated the con-
cerns about forestry planting
operations at Tansy Hill in 
December and found some small
areas of deep peat, adding up to
0.5 hectares, had been ploughed.
“Government policy seeks to
protect deep peat and does not
approve ploughing or tree 

planting on deep peat.
“The ploughing of deep peat
on Tansy Hill did not comply
with the terms of the planting
approval or the forestry grant
scheme contract.
“Scottish Forestry requested
remedial actions to protect the
peatland and reinstate the dam-
aged areas.
“These have been accepted by

the forestry agent and are in the
process of being implemented.
“The measures include remov-
ing the deep peat areas from
the planting scheme and rein-
stating the disturbed peat on all
ploughed areas where the depth
exceeds 50cm.
“Ploughing will not be allowed
to restart until the remediation
measures are completed.”

The
E & L Gallery

born in 1848 ...... and still going strong!

Send us your photographs!
Every week we publish a reader’s photo on
our Gallery page. This can be taken on a
phone or a camera. Submit your photos to
the Editor who will select the best for
publication. Let us know what camera or
phone you took it on.
Email them to sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
or drop a printed copy into our office at 
54 High Street, Langholm.

Photo by: Caitlin Weatherstone

This photo of the ploughing in advance of planting a conifer plantation at
Tansy Hill, Cleuchfoot, was taken on January 6

MSP questions minister
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A small area of deep peat was ploughed at Tansy Hill and the contractor
has since reinstated the land after Scottish Forestry stopped the work
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Eskdale & Liddesdale: A photographers’ paradise

Rising high - a spectacular photo of a snowy monument by Stan Wilson

A wee wren at Blackburn, Newcastleton                     Photo by Caroline Blackie

A first glimpse of spring                                                        Photo by Tom Hutton

Above:  Two Whita Hill snow scenes taken by Glen Laidlaw 

A stunning shot of a male pied flycatcher                 Photo by Alistair Moulstone

Eskdalemuir Churchyard by Chrissie Coburn-KrzowskaHair ice captured by Kate Nicolson

JANUARY is proving to be a tough month for everyone in
Eskdale and Liddesdale.
While a vaccine against COVID-19 is a good step forward,

the current lockdown restrictions, along with the freezing
weather and persistent rain, have kept folk indoors.
But there is beauty in our dales as all those who go out with

their cameras and phones are proving.
Whether it’s breathtaking landscapes, big skies or intimate

portraits of our flora and fauna, there is always something of
interest to cheer us up and to share with others stuck indoors.

The Muckle Toon from Meikleholm           Photo by Nicol Nicolson

Icicles: Photo by Billy Scott A winter’s oak by Mairi Telford Jammeh

Rich colours and a blue sky make this tree stand out     Photo by Rachel Norris

The gate onto the Castleholm by Rachel Norris



www.eladvertiser.co.ukEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser10 Thursday January, 21 2021

Out-of-region trials
will be irresponsible

Rural does
it by Zoom
LIKE many other organisations,
Ewes SWI has been forced to
abandon normal meetings since
March 2020.
However, where there’s a will,
there’s a way.
Members of Dumfriesshire
Federation have started to use
Zoom for meetings and Ewes
SWI is no exception.
The first Zoom meeting was
held in October and was an 
opportunity to catch up and
chat.
In November Aileen grasped
the nettle and gave a cookery
demonstration from her kitchen
which was a great success and
its unintended comedy moments
induced much hilarity.
The Zoom Christmas party
was also great fun.
The delivery of a goodie bag
on the day resulted in members
folding a napkin in a Christmas
way, guessing the ingredients
of a cocktail, rating mints in
order of preference and drawing
a Christmas tree on their heads.
In addition, there was a 
Christmas quiz and scavenger
hunt, plus the singing of the
Rural song with an extra verse
penned by Aileen which is 
reproduced at the end of this
article.
January meant a Burns cele-
bration instead of the normal
Burns supper.
Members gave recitations,
Joan sang and there was a quiz
on Burns’ songs and poems as
well as lively discussions on a
variety of topics.
The February meeting will
have a Valentine‘s Day theme.
Zoom does not suit all members
so the rural sends a monthly
newsletter by email or on paper.
There have been contributions
from many members, including
recipes, reviews, accounts of
pastimes during lockdown, a
wonderful account of a holiday
in New Zealand by Joan and
Burns Suppers An a’ That by
Grace looking back at Ewes
Burns Suppers.
Last verse of song:
“These times they are so
strange now. Thank Goodness
we have Zoom.
So we can be together, though
not in the same room.
We’ll use all our resilience,
until these times are past
And we are back in Ewes Hall
for a cup of tea at last.”

____________________

New office
bearers
THE new chairman of 
Newcastleton community coun-
cil is Greg Cuthbert, formerly
vice-chairman.
Lyndsay Patterson is the vice-
chairwoman and Barbara Elborn
remains as secretary.

THE transfer of sheriff court
jury trials from Dumfries and
Stranraer to Ayr will have a
knock-on effect on other cases.
The reason for the move is said
to be the £40,000 cost to create
COVID-19-safe environments
for juries in the two  courts.
Colin Smyth, South Scotland
MSP, agrees with solicitors, who
are concerned about the number
of people who will have to travel
to Ayr for days at a time to take
part in trials during the current
lockdown.
It is also reported that criminal
trials scheduled to be held this
month at Dumfries Sheriff Court
have been adjourned until the
summer because of a shortage
of court personnel.
The move to Ayr will result in
insufficient staff being left at
Dumfries to handle criminal
business during this period, 
resulting in more stress placed
on victims and witnesses.
Summary cases such as drink-
driving, assaults and domestic
abuse make up most of the crim-
inal business at Dumfries.
Mr Smyth said: “Pressing
ahead with these flawed and 
potentially dangerous plans to
move sheriff court jury trials is
completely irresponsible.

“I’m shocked that, despite rep-
resentations from solicitors,
politicians and the media, Humza
Yousaf, the justice secretary, and
the Scottish Courts and Tribunal
Services are refusing to listen.
Legal teams, the accused and
other court officials, being forced
to travel up and down to Ayr
over a number of consecutive
days, is unthinkable in the current
climate.

Crazy
“We would have the crazy 
situation of a lawyer travelling
from Dumfries and Galloway
to Ayr then questioning, by video
link, a witness who could be in
a court in Dumfries or Stranraer.
That is simply madness.
“Many people would need to
use public transport, which is a
real challenge, and the costs in-
volved in transporting everyone
so they can appear in court would
be huge.
“The government says people
shouldn’t travel right now and,
although this would be an es-
sential reason for travel, it sounds
very irresponsible to make these
changes and risk exposing dozens
of people to COVID-19 rather
than spend some money to make
our sheriff courts safe.

“Continuing with this plan also
means more cases are being 
delayed which is very worry-
ing.
“The government needs to put
up the money to allow these
trials to take place in this region
when it is safe, using online
technology, where possible.”
The plan is having a serious
knock-on effect on the business
at Dumfries Sheriff Court.
Ranald Lindsay, a Dumfries
court solicitor, said: “It seems
to defy logic that, to persist in
an ill-considered scheme to save
£40,000 in upgrading a court,
many more cases are having to
be delayed with the inevitable
stress to the public involved
such as witnesses.
“Everyone recognises there is
a backlog of cases to be dealt
with.
“Apart from the illogic of cut-
ting down the number of courts
able to tackle that backlog from
three (Dumfries, Stranraer and
Ayr) to one (Ayr), it now seems
a new backlog is being built up
among summary cases. 
“The law has to be administered
but the law, which seems to be
applying overwhelmingly to this
situation, is the law of unintended
consequences.”

Solicitors and politicians say people having to travel is a risk

Copshaw knitters come up trumps

Dumfries Sheriff Court will be left with insufficient staff if trials move to
Ayr as is planned by the Scottish government

BABIES born at the maternity unit
in Borders General Hospital 
are staying warm and cosy this
winter, thanks to knitters in 
Newcastleton.

The knitting started with a request
from the unit last year.

Janet Moore, who chairs the 
Newcastleton & District Welfare
Group, said: “We put the request on
Facebook and provided wool and
patterns for those who asked for
them. As usual, the villagers came
up trumps.”

She added: “As a result of COVID-
19 we have not been able to run our
transport service for appointments
since late March.

“Since then, with the support of
the resilience team, we have provided
goodie bags containing various items
to the people we normally engage
with.

“We have provided jigsaws, colour-
ing books and pens, puzzle books
small gardening packs and picnic
goodie bags.

“At Christmas goodie bags of
Naughty but Nice were delivered,
all with the help of the resilience
team.”
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Call to residents to
help stop next flood

Digital
grants
THE DigitalBoost Development
Grant Fund is now open to
Scottish businesses.
This £10m fund is being pro-
cessed on a first-come, first-
served basis.
This fund may be applicable
to anyone running a business
who wants to do more with
digital, like increase productiv-
ity, safeguard jobs, improve cy-
ber security, build online book-
ing systems, develop apps or
invest in hardware or software.
This fund is designed to help
businesses do more with digital
in these challenging times and
is funded by the Scottish gov-
ernment with Business Gateway
and its DigitalBoost programme.
Businesses, which are VAT
registered, can apply for grants
of up to £25,000. For VAT reg-
istered businesses all VAT costs
are excluded from the grant
sum awarded.
Businesses, which are not VAT
registered, can apply for grants
of up to £5,000
Recipients will be expected
to contribute at least 25 per
cent of the cost of the project.
The business must be based
in and trading in Scotland.
Charities, social enterprises
and third sector organisations
can also apply.
The business must be trading
for a minimum of six months.
Applicants must be age over
18 and be UK residents with
the right to work in the UK.
Businesses must meet the 
European definition of a small
or medium-sized enterprise in
relation to employees, balance
sheet and turnover.
The online application process
should take fewer than 30 min-
utes to complete. Grants must
be claimed by February 28.
For information on eligibility
criteria, FAQs and to start an
application visit www.digital-
boostdevelopmentgrant.co.uk

____________________

Medicine
deliveries

THE medication delivery ser-
vice in Newcastleton has been
reintroduced for a period of
time to help reduce the need
for patients to leave their homes
to pick up medication from the
medical practice.
John and Moira Blair have
volunteered to make the deliv-
eries in the village twice a week
on Tuesdays and Fridays.

Village is struggling to move on a year after Storm Dennis hit
A LAST-DITCH attempt to
recruit some residents to a
village flood group is being
made by Newcastleton com-
munity council.
No-one has come forward to
help set up a group and take
forward a flood protection
scheme.
The village was flooded during
Storm Dennis last February
while the community council
was negotiating a scheme with
Scottish Borders Council.
They have twice asked people
to come forward but no-one
has.
It is disappointing because a
balanced view from villagers is
needed or it will fall on the
community council’s shoulders
and any criticism will come
their way.
Despite this, decisions will
have to made about a flood plan
and they will liaise with the
council.
Lyndsay Patterson, vice-
chairwoman, suggested they

make one last-ditch attempt on
social media because it was
coming up to the first anniver-
sary.
Barbara Elborn, secretary, said
flooding was not unique to 
Newcastleton and from the feed-
back they had received after the
flood that the early warning
system hadn’t worked.
Newcastleton had to deal with
the Dumfries and Galloway 
region of the Scottish Environ-
ment Protection Agency, while
everyone else dealt with the
Borders.

Inundated
She added: “There is every
opportunity, if other affected
communities want to do this,
to get a funded post of flood
project worker to manage the
flood situation if Duncan 
Morrison, team leader for flood
risk at Scottish Borders Council,
needs support.
Greg Cuthbert, chairman,
added: “I think Duncan would
be pleased; he’s inundated with

work and he just doesn’t have
the time or the people.
“That’s one of the arguments
we could take, as a group, to
the Teviot & Liddesdale area
partnership and try to get some-
one in to help.
“We still want people to join
and have an input. This is the

major issue in the village once
we get through COVID-19.
“We’re struggling to move on
from where we were with the
plan a year ago.
“It’s worrying with all the rain
we’ve been getting.”
Scott Wilson said there’d been
a lot of negativity about the

plan but Greg said: “But they’re
not prepared to compromise and
help out in any group.”
Ashley Thomson suggested
they start with a small group
involving the council, the fire
service and resilience group.

Workshop
Maybe people wanted to be
involved but think it would be
too much work.
Councillor Watson McAteer,
Hawick and Hermitage, is a
member of the Hawick flood
group and he said he would ask
them to offer support and advice
which was welcomed by the
members.
Mrs Elborn suggested they
have a workshop with the 
Hawick group and some com-
munity members to discuss who
and what they needed.
Mr McAteer said he would
prepare a list of what the group
did and what level of skills was
needed.

IN BRIEF

A YOUNG Copshaw lad is proving his
skills as a wildlife cameraman.
Leo Page, seven, was joint winner of the

Gamekeepers Welfare Trust film competition
to make a rural film during lockdown about
what they did.
Leo, who won a prize of £50, lives on the

edge of Langholm Moor.
His mum, Caroline, said: “He decided to

walk and video what he could see on the
moor after doing wildlife lessons for his
home-schooling.”
The video had to last no more than 10

minutes and Leo showed beautiful scenery,
hen harriers, wild goats, talked about the
species of heather and other wildlife before
he edited the video once back home.
Leo is a keen member of the Newcastleton

Wildlife Watch Club and tries to 
bring awareness and raise funds for the
Gamekeepers Welfare Trust, which helps
gamekeepers and their families in all 
situations.
Leo hopes to put his prize money towards

a new camera to keep videoing more
wildlife to share.

Alex Nichol, whose home was flooded during Storm Dennis last February,
tells Scottish minister Marie Gougeon of his ordeal

Top camera work from Leo

Leo Page’s wildlife camera work has earned him a prize in a competition run by the Gamekeepers Welfare Trust

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Owned by the Community : Published for the Community
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Council sets massive
target in carbon cuts

Borders’
start-ups
MORE than 250 people in the
Borders have benefited from
the New Enterprise Allowance
scheme since it was set up in
2011.
Figures show that between
April 2011 and June 2020 270
Borderers started a business
with help from their Jobcentre.
The allowance was created by
the UK government to help job-
seekers launch their own busi-
ness and get back into work.
The scheme offers participants
a personal business mentor and
a weekly living allowance.
It also gives them the oppor-
tunity to apply for financial
backing of up to £25,000 to get
their start-up off the ground.
Eligible applicants need to be
over 18 and receiving Universal
Credit.
Interested jobseekers can talk
to their Jobcentre work coach
to see whether they can take
part in the scheme.
John Lamont, Berwickshire,
Roxburgh and Selkirk MP, said:
“It is important that the gov-
ernment continues to help people
back into work, whether this is
to find a job or supporting them
in starting a new business.”

Budget
feedback
LIDDESDALE residents are
being encouraged to take part
in the consultation for Scottish
Borders Council’s budget before
the closing date on January 31.
The consultation gives them
the chance to have their say on
key matters and tell the council
where investment in resources
and projects should be priori-
tised.
The feedback will be used to
help develop the 2021/22 
financial plan and inform future
priorities as part of a refreshed
corporate plan.
The consultation focuses on
some high-level issues facing
the council and wider area and
residents are asked to allocate
a limited number of points on
these to provide insight into
priorities.
Councillor Mark Rowley, 
executive member for economic
regeneration and finance said:
“The sustained impact that the
COVID-19 pandemic has had
on all our services has been
massive.
“The continued ramifications
will need a sustained financial
response and that will remain a
top priority as we support our
region to fully recover.”
Go to
www.scotborders.gov.uk/
consultations or https://
scotborders.prioritysimulator.
com

DUMFRIES and Galloway
Council can cut its own CO2e
emissions by 80 per cent from
the 2018/19 baseline in the
next five years if it implements
fully its climate emergency
strategic plan.
Its current emissions have been
calculated to be 24 tonnes CO2e,
0.7 per cent of the total area-
wide emissions, and these would
fall to below 5,000 tonnes.
CO2e, the carbon dioxide
equivalent, is a standard unit
for measuring carbon footprints.
The idea is to express the 
impact of each different green-
house gas in terms of the amount
of CO2 which would create the
same amount of warming.
In June 2019 the council 
adopted the Climate Emergency
Declaration which created a
starting point to focus on man-
aging and reducing its carbon
footprint.
The climate emergency refers
to the ambitious aspiration to
become a carbon-neutral region
by 2025. 
To support the declaration, the
creation of a strategic plan was
needed to co-ordinate the 
activities the council was directly
responsible for and those areas

where the council sought to 
influence and support others. 
The council commissioned a
company Aether to model carbon
trajectories to provide an evi-
dence base for the plan from its
current position towards net
zero.
This involved estimating the
impact of national and local 
actions to reduce carbon emis-
sions over 10 years, taking ac-
count of current activity and
considering what could be pos-
sible through an ambitious mix
of carbon reduction actions in
the region.
There is an opportunity to 
reduce emissions further through
local generation and direct wire
transfer.
The council generated 1.3
GWh of electricity from solar
PV installations in 2018 com-
pared with sourcing 31.3 GWh
from the electricity grid.

Progress
Next Tuesday the economy
and resources committee will
hear of progress so far and be
asked to adopt the plan.
The plan captures the CO2e
baseline, prioritises actions and
areas and creates the reductions
which can be made effectively

over the next five years and 
beyond. 
Work has been done to con-
sider actions to cut direct emis-
sions, which relate directly to
council activities such as waste,
transport and buildings and in-
direct emissions, which the coun-
cil would seek to influence and
work with to reduce the region’s
emissions.
Councillor Dougie Campbell,

environment champion, said:
“The declaration has proved
pivotal in identifying the scope
and extent of the challenge and
shows the council can support
significant changes.
“But more work and collabo-
ration in all sectors is needed.
“The increased focus through
the declaration has given us the
opportunity to talk to key sectors
such as agriculture, forestry and

the economic leadership group
to showcase and demonstrate
the activities the council is doing
to reduce its own CO2e footprint
and how it can collaboratively
and constructively work with
others to support their journey
towards net zero. 
“If we can reduce our emis-
sions to under 5,000 tonnes, it
will be a tremendous 
achievement.”

Dumfries and Galloway wants to reduce emissions by 80%

Whisky trade pins hopes on Biden
MP DAVID Mundell has urged the
UK government to engage swiftly with
the new United States administration
to resolve a damaging trade dispute.
He reminded Liz Truss, international
trade secretary, that tariffs on whisky
exported to the important US market
were resulting in lost business to the
Scotch whisky sector approaching a
'staggering' £450m.
The Dumfriesshire, Clydesdale and
Tweeddale representative, who has a
whisky distillery in his constituency,
raised his concerns in a House of 
Commons trade debate.
He wants 'every avenue explored' to
progress a bilateral agreement with new
US President Joe Biden's team in an 
attempt to resolve the long-running trans-
Atlantic Airbus-Boeing dispute which
has had a knock-on impact on whisky
and other UK industries.
In response, Liz Truss told Mr Mundell:
"I've been clear with the United States
and the European Union that we want
to de-escalate this dispute and reach a
negotiated settlement.
"This dispute has already been going
on for 16 years and has caused much
damage.
"I'm seeking an early meeting with

the US trade representative, Katherine
Tai, and this will be one of the items on
my agenda."
After the debate, Mr Mundell said:

"The US has long been an important
market for Scotch whisky and other 
exports.
“I believe it is vital that this week's 

inauguration of Joe Biden should be
used as a launchpad for renewed efforts
to resolve this historic dispute."

_________________________

David Mundell and Professor David Thomson of Annandale Distillery raise a glass to the Scotch whisky industry

Langholm primary school is one of the council buildings to use solar panels for electricity generation
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JOIN the National Trust for Scotland
this Saturday when it will “tak a cup
of kindness” in the company of friends
for a celebration of Burns and a 
showcase of Scottish talent.
Enjoy music from Talisk, a cocktail

masterclass courtesy of The Glenlivet,
some exclusive insights into the life of
Scotland’s national bard from experts,
along with some very special guests
who will bring the traditional Burns Sup-
per to life, including the world-famous
Address to the Haggis.
The trust cares for the world’s biggest

collection of Burns’ artefacts and the
cottage where he was born.
All profits raised from the Burns Big

Night In go towards supporting the charity
to carry out conservation work at its
places.
The event is hosted by Edith Bowman,

TV and radio broadcaster, host of awards
ceremonies and film premieres and pro-
ducer.
The speakers are Prof Gerry Carruthers

and Chris Waddell.

Gerard Carruthers is the Francis 
Hutcheson Professor of Scottish literature
at the University of Glasgow and author
or editor of 20 books and more than
160 academic essays and articles.
Chris Waddell works for the trust as

learning manager at the Robert Burns
Birthplace Museum.
The trust has curated a fantastic line-

up of acts for the audience to enjoy at
home.
They are Janey Godley, Alistair 

McCulloch, Kevin Williamson, Iona Lee,
Len Pennie, Billy Kay, Rich Gordon,
Graham Wight and Anna Mitchell.
For more information and to book go

to https://bigburnsnightin.org

Roe deer mother and son. Taken at Newcastleton Golf Club by Caroline Blackie
Camera: Canon 5dii with 150-600mm lens

The E&L Gallery

A cup o’ kindness at the Big Night In

Right:
Scotland’s international cultural phenomenon Janey Godley

Talisk: One of Scotland’s most popular folk-based groups

The Big Burns Night In 
is hosted by
broadcaster

Edith Bowman
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Times Past 

75 years: Child Welfare 

May I as a ratepayer in Langholm as well as Westerkirk say how glad I was to see the question of
“child neglect” brought up at a Council meeting by Councillor Scott-Hay. There is great need for
earnest discussion on this subject today, more than ever before. I doubt if the situation is quite as
bad in the country towns and districts, as it is in the big cities. Having been the Chief Welfare Of-
ficer of the B.R.C.S in one of the latter I know something of the traffic cases dealt with by my
branch alone, and something of the work being carried out by SSFA and the RSPCC, also in deal-
ing with families of our fighting men.
We used to get hundreds of cables from men overseas with anxious enquiries for little ones they
heard were being neglected. The war has probably made Service cases prominent but for years
neglect has been rife among civilian wives too. Some of this neglect is deliberate, such as the
dreadful cases of babies locked into empty houses during the blitz whilst their mothers dance, but
about 80 cases out of 100 are due to downright ignorance. It should be made compulsory for all
girls from their school days to be taught child welfare, simple nursing, and some child psychology,
in fact no girl should leave school without such a certificate. This is training the Red Cross are
only too anxious to carry on for older girls.
The infant mortality rate in Scotland is a disgrace as figures show it now. I see also that the ques-
tion of the Fever Hospital has come up again. It still stands as a monument to inefficiency, the
waste of a good site! What finer war memorial could we give than this as a modern equipped 
Maternity Hospital, with if possible, a prenatal hostel of two of three beds and a child welfare
clinic. I have talked to many young mothers-to-be in the course of my work and few people realise
the psychological effect on a girl who has to face a long drive and is terrified that she will not get
to the hospital in time. It may be an erroneous fear, but it is there all the same. Marion Monroe, 
Craigcleuch. 

50 years: Dog Lay in Car Boot For Five Days
Mr. David Rome of Fauldie Farm, Canonbie sold his car last Thursday but he never for a 
moment thought that the sale would coincide with the disappearance of his three-year-old collie
Roy. Upset about its disappearance he started a search throughout the whole of the district but
there was no sign of his collie and consequently the sheepdog was given up as lost. Five days
passed and then Mr Rome heard that Roy had been found in the boot of the car he had sold.
When the dealer came to collect the car the owner was tending cattle with Roy at his side, but
apparently the dog did not see them going and as usual jumped into the open boot of the car,
which the dog always occupies when his master travels about on the farm. On the day of the
sale, however, Roy did not know who was driving and it was not until five days later when the
dealer checked the vehicle that the collie was discovered. When the boot was opened, Roy, as
“gleg” as ever, sprang out and bolted and realising what must have happened the dealer immedi-
ately phoned Mr Rome and the mystery was solved. After five days without food or water Roy
did not appear to be much the worse as a result of its incarceration 

25 years: The Best Ever!
The Holmwood Over 60’s decreed that their annual party last Sunday was indeed the “best
ever”. Due to the closure of the Langholm Bridge in December, the Committee decided to hold
it during January with the venue being the Rugby Club. After a grand meal, the entertainment
began. Andy Stevenson of Townfoot played several medleys on the piano, instigating a sing-a-
long which was as enjoyable as ever. This was followed by the school band who played various
difficult pieces with such ease. The MC then called on the company to take part and the chal-
lenge was ably taken up by Mr Harry “Holmwood” Erskine, Mary Davidson and Nellie Turk –
first class entertainment indeed. Following the raffle, in which everyone won a prize, Steve
Turk and Jim Brown expertly provided the songs and music for the rest of the afternoon, spot
dances and party games and numerous other dances with everyone taking part, even those in
wheelchairs. It was a delight to see and an exceptionally good time was had by all. 

100 years: Townhead Literary Society      
A meeting of the above Society was held on Monday night week, when there was a large atten-
dance, presided over by Councillor Thomas Bell. Miss Hannah Ballantyne, Master Simon 
Irving, and Miss Winifred Wood read papers on Goldsmith Kipling and Addison respectively.
The papers all showed much reading, clear and vigorous thinking, and the command of a good
English style, and were greatly enjoyed by the audience. Miss Smith, of Eskbank in a felicitous
speech, proposed a vote of thanks to Mr Montgomerie and his three pupils, who had so pleas-
antly entertained and instructed them, reflecting so much credit on themselves and the Academy
and hoped that similar meetings would be held in the future. They had made an excellent choice
of subjects, and whoever cultivated a love of good books need never fear a lonely old age. She
had visited Rudyard Lake in Staffordshire at which Kipling’s father and mother had spent their
honeymoon.

Pre-War 
Common Riding  

(continued)

The Langholm Paddock
Stewards called in Constable
Hornby to investigate in case
it was dope that was being 
administered to the horse. 
The groom laughed and said it
was only a sugar lump. He
pulled one out of his pocket and
asked Constable Hornby to
taste one which the constable
did. Needless to say, Tennis
Ball won by a mile and the
groom collected the prize
money and the money from the
bookies and loaded the horse
into the horse box. As he was
climbing into the drivers seat a
Langholm Common Riding
committee man said to the
groom, “are you sure that was
only a sugar lump you gave that
horse”? “Of course, it was”
replied the groom. Then he

whispered in the committee
man’s ear, “But if you could
have got a saddle on that fat 
policeman, he would have
given Tennis Ball a run for it.”
In 1857 there were three
world champions at Langholm
Common Riding. There was
Dick Wright, the Cumberland
and Westmorland heavyweight
wrestling champion of the
world, a chap called Levett who
was the world professional
sprint champion of the world
and Tom Sayer who was reign-
ing bare knuckle boxing cham-
pion of the world who was
taking on all corners behind the
castle on the Castleholm.

Lynch
In May 1938 Jack Corrie of

the Eskdale Hotel invited
Benny Lynch, flyweight cham-
pion of the world to come and
stay and train in the Eskdale.
Johnnie McMillan former Euro-
pean and Empire champion was

his trainer. Jack Corrie asked
me to go round to the Eskdale
at 6 every morning and give
Lynch a run round the hills be-
fore I went to work but when I
went round they couldn’t get
Lynch out of his bed. He would
slip away to Longtown on the
bus and return drunk.

Floored
On June 29th 1938 he went
back to Glasgow and fought
Jackie Jurich of California in
Paisley but Lynch couldn’t
make the weight and was shorn
of his world title but they
fought at catch-weights and
Lynch floored Jurich 6 times
and knocked him out in the 12th
round. Benny Lynch died an 
alcoholic in 1946. But again I
deviate and I can’t help it. 
These are but the random
memories of a lonely old man
who sits by his fireside in the
winter of 1995/6.

Langholm with the Lid Off
The final part of our serialisation of Wattie Bell’s book.

Ina Martin enjoys a toast with the two organisers of the Holmwood Over 60’s party Arthur Gibson and Kate Turk

Helpers Barbara Graham, Etta Garthwaite, Jacqueline Hall, Jane Ewart, Arthur Gibson and Suzanne Wylie 



COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS

CUMBRIA METALS
FARM SCRAP

URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

E&L CALENDARS

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

COMPLAINTS

MOBILE VAN TIMES

TO LET

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM

MOBILE POST OFFICE

LANGHOLM TOWN HALL (inside)
WEDNESDAYS
10am - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS
9am - 2pm

___________________________

MOBILE RBS VAN
Community Centre Car Park

Charles Street, LangholmRBS SERVICE

CURRENTLY

CANCELLED
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ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER
COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in
The Eskdale and Liddesdale Advertiser, please
come into the office on Langholm High Street and
speak to the editor, Rachel Norris.
Alternatively, please contact the Company Secretary 
by email – secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk  
or by writing to:-  The Company Secretary

Muckle Toon Media
Ashley Bank House
Langholm  DG13 0AN E&L JOBS

Advertise your vacancies in the

E&L Advertiser
Contact Sharon on:

013873 80012 | sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk     
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ADVERTISING

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

Advertise in the E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised how little it costs!

An advert this size, 5cm x 2 columns,
will only cost £15 + VAT each for 12 inserts.
This can include your logo or other graphic

and can be designed in-house.
Contact 013873 80012 for details.
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Sport Nostalgia
From the E&L 
Thursday, January 19, 2006.

CANONBIE brought their losing
streak to an end with a hard-fought
draw against St Bees.

The game stared with Canonbie on
top, taking the game to St Bees. New
signing Nick Austin led the line well,
holding up the ball and bringing players
into the match.

Twice Barry Rayson was put through
on goal but did not test the keeper. A
great move involving Gary Austin and
Jamie Hetherington saw the latter shoot
just wide.

Canonbie were unlucky on 22 minutes
when, from a corner, a powerful Ian

Hall header hit the cross bar and was
cleared by the St Bees’ defence who
were under pressure. Hall had another
chance on 29 minutes but this time his
shot went well over.

St Bees were starting to get into the
game and were making a few attacks
but these were coped with by Hall,
Stewart Nicholson, David Blaikie and
goalie Paul Rainford.

Half-time came with no goals scored
and Canonbie ruing missed chances.

The second half started this time with
Canonbie under pressure and with St
Bees well on top.

Canonbie wing-backs Gary Austin
and Davy Bell were having to work
overtime to help keep Canonbie in the
game but even they were powerless to
stop St Bees from taking the lead on

63 minutes. 
This time, however, Canonbie did

not lose a second goal and started to
claw their way back, with substitutes
from Darren Todd and Damon 
Henderson to the fore.

On 76 minutes Todd was fouled in
the area and won a penalty which was
duly dispatched by a nerveless Hall,
who had scored one and missed one
the previous week.

Just after Canonbie scored, Jamie
Hetherington put Canonbie back under
pressure when he was sent off for a
second bookable offence.

Canonbie held out for the last 10
minutes and very nearly snatched the
winner when Nick Austin, Todd and
Henderson all went close.

Canonbie deserved the point against

a good St Bees side. Top marks to the
whole team who worked hard from
start to finish.

The man of the match award goes to
the whole team.

Special thanks to match sponsor Eck
Carlyle.

Team: P Rainford, I Hall, D Blaikie, S
Nicholson, G Austin, D Bell, J Hetherington,
S Ellwood, C Luescher, N Austin, B Rayson,
D Todd, D Henderson, D McMillan.
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Horseracing
THE Ogle Gogle Man had a super
start under his new trainer Iain 
Jardine when coming second at Ayr
on Monday.
The nine-year-old, which has two pre-

vious wins under his belt, was ridden
by Conor O’Farrell in the handicap hur-
dle over three miles and half a furlong.
The 5/1 shot was at the back of the

11-strong field early on but made steady
progress from the ninth of the 12 hurdles
onwards.
O’Farrell pushed him along and they

were disputing third place three fences
from home.
The horse went second in the final

strides but was no match for the winner
and came in 22 lengths adrift.
Jardine was delighted with Zabeel

Star’s fourth place after making the
long trip to Lingfield on Monday.
Richard Johnson was in the saddle

in the National Hunt race over two
miles.
Zabeel Star was sent off at 16/5 and

Johnson held him behind the leaders
before pushing along three furlongs
from home.
He was outpaced at the two-furlong

marker and found himself in fourth
place in the final furlong but stayed on
to come in four and a half lengths 
behind.
Jardine said: “I’m delighted with both

horses and it’s great to have some 

National Hunt runners in action again.”
At the Southwell all-weather last 

Sunday Jardine ran Katty D in a 
seven-furlong handicap.
The three-year-old was sent off as

9/4 favourite and came in third under
Andrew Mullen.

Mullen kept in touch with the leaders
and made his move two furlongs out.
It was only when they were inside

the final furlong that they made any
impression and went into third towards
the finish.

Clockwise: Rudy Dirom, David Goodfellow and 
Aaron and Cameron Jardine take part in Miles for Smiles

Miles for
Smiles

Active Schools
LOTS of families in Eskdale are braving the elements to
take on the DGMilesforSmiles challenge.

The five-week campaign began on January 11 after being
launched by Annandale and Eskdale Active Schools and 
Community Sport.

More than 2,500 participants signed up for the start and they
now number more than 4,000. People can join at any time.

They can design their own tracker sheets or can use the
official one at www.actify.org.uk/module/1330

They are free to walk, run, cycle or wheel but have to measure
their mileage. There are lots of free walking apps.

Those taking part are invited to post their photos of their 
challenges on the organisation’s social media pages.

They don’t need to send their mileage until the end of the five
weeks. There will be a link to submit this on the Actify hub
towards the end of the challenge. 

Some days have their own themes such as Wild and Wet
Wednesday, Two Mile Tuesday and Motivational Monday when
participants were asked to motivate someone else in their
household to get out and get active or encourage them to sign
up to Miles for Smiles.

Ogle Gogle Man
off to a great start

E&L
SPORT

Austin powers Canonbie to hard-fought draw

The Ogle Gogle Man

Canonbie held St Bees to a 1-1 draw at 
a home game in 2006


