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Rail Group argues its
case to review body

THE Campaign for Borders
Rail (CBR) has made its case
for reconnecting the line to
Carlisle to a UK government
review.
Full story: Page 7
FEATURES

Manys a bird where
the waters meet

EWM is sold but not
all jobs will be saved
Established May 1848
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And doubts are cast over how many of the shops will reopen

Walk for
Doddie

LANGHOLM is fortunate
to have three rivers running
through it.
The Wauchope and the Ewes
join the Esk in Langholm.

Full story: Page 10
PORT

Online Subscriptions to
the E&L Advertiser
now available from only
£1 per week

A new way to read the
‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and
available to read anytime
and anywhere
using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet
and laptop.
log on to
www.eladvertiser.co.uk
Full story: Page
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Ellie Ratcliffe, along with mum and dad Ali and Jason,
has been clocking up the miles for Doddie AID

THE
inspirational
Doddie Weir is once
again a force to be
reckoned with a new
challenge for the new
year.
This time Doddie AID
is asking people to run
up the miles to raise
money for research into
MND.
The former Borders
and Scotland rugby

player was diagnosed
with the disease a few
years ago.
Langholmites love a
challenge and they’ve
taken on the roads,
tracks and hills of
Eskdale with a huge
amount of enthusiasm,
despite
the
wintry
weather over the past
few weeks.
For more, turn to page 4.

CRITICISM has been levelled
at the way Tuesday’s sale of
high street retailer Edinburgh
Woollen Mill has been
processed.
The deal was hailed as having
saved hundreds of jobs at EWM
and Ponden Home, which have
been in administration since
November 5.
They were formerly owned by
billionaire Philip Day, the sole
owner of Edinburgh Woollen
Mill Group.
The joint administrators
announced that the businesses
were sold to Purepay Retail
Limited, which was backed by
an international investor consortium.
Tony Wright and Alastair
Massey, partners at specialist
business advisory firm FRP,
have marketed the two businesses for sale.
Purepay, a secured creditor to
the businesses, has acquired all
the remaining stock, along with
the head office site and distribution centre in Carlisle.
The administrator said Purepay
would operate 246 stores under
licence from both brands.
The corresponding 1,347 store
staff will transfer to the acquirer,
alongside all 72 head office and
34 distribution staff.
The remaining 85 EWM stores
and 34 Ponden Home stores
have been permanently closed.
The roles from these stores,
including 358 EWM staff and
127 Ponden Home staff, have
been made redundant.
Mr Wright said: “We have ex-

tensively marketed these businesses and this transaction gives
the best chance to save stores
and jobs and meets our own
statutory obligations to creditors.
“With such little visibility on
future trading conditions in UK
retail, we regret that not all
EWM and Ponden Home could
be rescued.
“This has resulted in a significant number of redundancies
at a particularly challenging time
of year and period of economic
uncertainty.
“We have a team working hard
to support all those affected as
we help make applications for
redundancy payments.”
Jaeger Retail Limited and
Peacocks Stores Limited remain
in administration.

Creditors

David Stevenson, founder
of EWM and chairman of
Ashleybank Investments, represents one of the creditors of
the EWM administration.
He said: “Steve Simpson,
Philip Day’s right-hand man and
now the ‘new owner of EWM’
was in touch with us yesterday
to tell us how delighted he was
to have secured a future for the
business and, working with
Philip Day, he had agreed terms
for the purchase.
“He didn’t say what they were.
“I was then surprised to be
told that he had committed to
acquire only the online part of
the business and not taken
responsibility for the stores.

“One hundred and fifty stores
have already been closed and
this process of closing stores
will continue during the current
lockdown so exactly what the
final outcome will be is very
muddy indeed.
“It’s certainly a very different
picture to the one painted in the
press releases.

Cynical

“I’m afraid I’m more than
cynical about the way this process has been engineered and
the outcome looks very similar
to the one I forecast when
administrators were appointed.
“The unsecured creditors, of
which there are hundreds, have
been hung out to dry and will
receive tuppence in the pound,
while the shareholders will come
out a lot, lot better.
“To cap it all, the new owner
asks us “to support him going
forward to create a more positive
future for both of us”. He must
be joking!”

> Turn to Page 2
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In Memoriam

Church Notices

Brown

In loving memory of Susan who
fell asleep on 17th January 2020.

On angels wings you were taken away
but in my heart you will always stay.
Johnny

Funeral Services

Funeral
Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service
New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine

Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm
Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

share the news of any..........

• engagements
• marriages
• anniversaries
• births
• thank yous
• congratulations
Contact us on 013873 80012
catherine.greer@eladvertiser.co.uk

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
is part funded by the following
organisations along with
charitable trusts and individuals
from the community of Langholm.

Supported by the
Dumfriesshire East Community Benefit Group
which is funded by ScottishPower Renewables
Ewe Hill Windfarm

Leader
D&G

The Scottish
Government

Scottish Rural
Development
Programme

The European
Agricultural Fund
for Rural Developmenrt

A friendly chat
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CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE
PARISH CHURCHES

Although Covid-19 has
meant our doors are closed
we remain available to offer
support where we can.
Please contact the Session
Clerks on 013873 25255 or
canonbiechurch@gmail.com.
Canonbie Treasurer Fiona
Smith has received the new
weekly offering envelopes.
If you would like to receive
yours or wish to donate by
bank transfer please contact
her on 013873 71616 or
fionasmith2402@gmail.com
for details.
All Services
CANCELLED
until further notice

LANGHOLM,
ESKDALEMUIR,
EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES
With no services the
church is getting little or
no income.
If you wish to donate by
making a bank transfer
please contact the treasurer, David Johnstone,
on the phone numbers below and he will supply
necessary details.
Tel: 013873 80859.
Mobile. 07543 179469
All Services
CANCELLED
Charity
no. SCO11946
until further
notice

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Allow yourself to have some me time
By Langholm COVID-19
Support Group

WHAT with home schooling,
worrying about parents, partners, children, friends, health
issues, loneliness, unemployment, money concerns and,
of course, the virus itself, it’s
no wonder many of us feel
anxious and scared.
However, feeling sad, angry,
worried, frustrated and fearful
doesn’t mean you’re a failure. It
just means you’re human.
Take time out and give yourself
five minutes of me time.
Walk the dog, phone a friend,
do a jigsaw, put your favourite
music on and dance around the
kitchen.
Do whatever makes you feel
good because, sometimes, the
simplest things make us feel
most happy.
If you really don’t know where
to turn, check out BREATHING
SPACES on 0800 838 587.
This is Scotland’s emotional
support helpline and is open in
the evenings from 6pm to 2am
from Monday to Thursday and
from 6pm on Friday it is open
24 hours over the weekend.
It is run by NHS 24 but is
anonymous so people don’t have
to give their details when they
phone. There’s more information
at www.breathingspace.scot
If you don’t fancy talking but
are happy to text, this is the one
for you – SHOUT.
SHOUT is a UK-wide service.
It is on 85258 and is free 24/7.
More information is at
www.giveusashout.org

Sue Toon and Kerry Hinds of Langholm COVID-19 Support Group

For those of you, who need
help with vouchers for shopping
because you have to shield or
isolate or just want to hear a
friendly voice on the phone, we
are still here to help.
Give us a ring. If we can’t help,
we’ll try to find someone who
can.
Kerry is on 07860 131 960 and
Sue on 07525 764 673.
If you’re not already on it the

facebook page Langholm Covid19 Support Site keeps you up
to date with all the current legislation and news.
Finally we’d like to give a big
thank you to everyone – you
know who you are – for all the
donations of money, vouchers,
clothing and toys for people
in need, you’ve all been so
generous.

Hopes that deal brings certainty

> From Page 1

The EWM Group is selling
Jaeger to Marks & Spencer.
Richard Price, managing director
of M&S Clothing & Home, said:
“We have set out our plans to sell
complementary third-party brands
as part of our Never the Same
Again programme to accelerate
our transformation and turbocharge
online growth.
“In line with this, we have bought
the Jaeger brand and are in the
final stages of agreeing the
purchase of product and supporting
marketing assets from the
administrators of Jaeger Retail
Limited.
“We expect to fully complete

later this month.”
Dumfriesshire MP David
Mundell and MSP Oliver Mundell
have cautiously welcomed the
deal which may secure some
EWM jobs and branches.
They said: "This appears to be a
complex agreement which we
firmly hope will bring some certainty for those employed by EWM
on both sides of the border.
"We will seek clarification about
the future of EWM's remaining
retail sites in Dumfriesshire and
historical assets such as the longboarded-up former Moffat
Mercury Inn."

Global House, the head office of Edinburgh Woollen Mill in Carlisle

Over 80s welcome call
to receive vaccination

Thursday January 14, 2021 3

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser • Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

The most elderly in Langholm will be vaccinated from next week
RESIDENTS of Langholm, who have been notified of their
vaccination dates, are all in favour of being immunised.
The E&L Advertiser contacted some of the over 80s to find
out their views.

Gillian Massiah said her husband, David, got an appointment
for January 28.
She said: “He’s in a different
age group to me so he’s ahead
of me in the queue.
“This means we’ll still need
to continue with full precautions
to protect me until I’m fully
vaccinated which will be later.
“This illustrates the arbitrariness of vaccination by age
groups rather than households
but choices have to be made.
“A point to make is that first
vaccinated members may still
be a risk to others because it’s
not known yet whether vaccination just suppresses the
symptoms in a person or stops
the virus spreading.

Grace Brown, who celebrates
her 83rd birthday today, said:
“I will get the vaccination.
“This pandemic is a nasty
thing and people seem to be
affected in different ways. Some
people are quite ill, while others
hardly know they have it.
“I know there will be those
who are a bit dubious about it

Grace Brown

John and Aileen Armstrong

“In mixed-age, high-risk
households the first vaccinated
person will probably still need
to continue to take all the recommended precautions until
the last high-risk member is
fully vaccinated.
“What advice is being given
to the vaccinated about future
behaviour under the rules?”

because it’s been rushed through
but I think we have to put our
trust in the scientists and keep
our fingers crossed that it’s safe
and efficient.”
When Grace was a child she
can remember having diseases
which are now preventable by
vaccination, including measles
and whooping cough.
Polio was another disease
which children got until a vaccine was developed.

John Armstrong is 81 and
his wife, Aileen, who is 74,
said they would both be delighted to get vaccinated.
She said: “I think it’s hugely
important. From what I know,
it’s the one thing which will
move us forward.
“I think we’ll still have to
wear masks and be careful for
a long time but we’re very fortunate. We don’t have jobs to

Arthur Elliot

Funding for manager

Margaret Pool is delighted that funding is in place to recruit a manager

FUNDING to recruit a
manager to develop
Langholm Moor has been
awarded.
The Langholm Initiative
board is delighted to
announce that it has received
the money from the Esmee
Fairbairn Foundation.
The Initiative’s main objective is to create the Tarras
Valley Nature Reserve and
support the regeneration of
Langholm.
The Esmee Fairbairn
Foundation’s objectives are
to improve the natural world,
secure a fairer future and
strengthen community bonds
so there is a good fit between
the two organisations in this
respect.
The staff member will be

lose and we have our pensions.”
Arthur Elliot, who’ll be 85
in a few weeks, said common
sense should prevail when it
came to being vaccinated.
“After all the information
we’ve been given, we shouldn’t
ignore it.”
Arthur said when he was a
child, he had scarlet fever and
was in the fever hospital in
Langholm.

who was 88, died from it. There
was no hope for him because
he had underlying conditions.
“She is now alone in the house
and still feels unwell and tired.”

Audrey Maxwell, 82, said:
“I’m not nervous about getting
it. I’ll be glad but I’ve been
very aware of keeping myself
safe and not going out.
“Anyone, who can get it,
should get vaccinated. This has
gone on for long enough. I’ve
never known anything like it.
“My friend in America, who
was my bridesmaid and is 80,
had the virus and her husband,

Grace Baxter, 88 (and a half),
said she was in favour of the
vaccine but a bit apprehensive
because of the variant.
The vaccine might not be as
good against that as on the original virus on which the tests
were done.
She said: “I won’t be complacent just because I’ve opted
to have it. I’ll still stay at home
when possible and comply with
all the restrictions.
“We’ve just got to have it.
It’s daft, crazy if we don’t.”
Grace had all her children
vaccinated but she doesn’t think
she was. She also had scarlet
fever and spent time in the
fever hospital.

Audrey Maxwell

Grace Baxter

recruited shortly and will work
alongside a development
manager.
Job adverts will be circulated widely so the best
person for the job can be
appointed.
Margaret Pool, who chairs
the Initiative, said: “I’m
delighted this funding is now
in place and we look forward
to getting someone in post
as soon as we can to take
forward the work ahead.
“This person will work
alongside a development
manager.
“We are very grateful indeed
to the Esmee Fairbairn
Foundation which has agreed
to support our work and to
South of Scotland Enterprise
which has agreed to fund
the other development officer
post.
“The foundation has some
top environmentalists on its
Natural World advisory panel,

including Gillian Burke, who
is one of the presenters on
Springwatch.
“There is no doubt that what
we are doing will be watched
with interest and, hopefully,
some of the panel members
will be able to visit us here
to see the creation of the
nature reserve progress.
“You never know, we might
even feature in a future
edition of Springwatch.”

Services
suspended

A CONTINUING rise in COVID19 cases means Dumfries and
Galloway Health and Social Care
Partnership has had to make difficult decisions to suspend or
alter routine services.
The increase in new COVID19 related admissions to Dumfries
and Galloway Royal Infirmary
has prompted moves to make
room for the rising demand for
health and social care provision,
which is now greater than at any
point during the first wave of the
pandemic.
The decision was taken to suspend some non-urgent, non-cancer
elective or planned procedures.
Some community social care
services are being suspended,
reflecting the dangers posed by a
strikingly high rate of the new,
highly-transmissible B117 variant
which is fuelling the regional outbreaks.
Julie White, the partnership’s
chief officer, said: “Decisions to
suspend services are never taken
lightly and we’ve held off as long
as it was safely judged to do so
before implementing these
actions.
“To be very clear, in respect of
planned healthcare procedures,
this is not a complete suspension.
“Our goal is to preserve our
ability to do procedures deemed
urgent by our clinical teams and
ensure patients with cancer continue to receive timely treatment
and support.
“Where possible, however, we’re
halting non-urgent, clinical
appointments for outpatients, day
surgery and theatres to ensure we
have room to give immediate
help to those in most need.
“Patients can be assured that
our clinical teams will assess
referrals to ensure those most in
need of urgent care are prioritised.
Changes are being implemented
which affect GP practices. Many
practices are focusing on providing urgent care and support to
their patients.
This is being done so GP teams
can support the assessment of
patients with suspected COVID19 in their communities, although
this will be done virtually in most
cases.
“This move will enable GPs to
focus on patients with other urgent
needs and conditions, ensuring
admissions to hospital are avoided
wherever possible and safe to do
so.
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ERIC
HAGAN

Longtown
Tel: 01228 791664
Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

O P T I C I A N S

www erichaganopticians co uk
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EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND

Langholm ....................101
Newcastleton ............. 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council

............................030 3333 3000
..........www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/streetlights etc............0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library
...................013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables

www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council .
0330 100 1800
out of hours01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables
...www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES

Scottish Water
..................0800 0778 778
...www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
....................................105
..www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ..
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries .....
03457 484 950
......www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
..................03000 996 699
..............www.sepa.org.uk
BEAR Scotland (A7)
...................0800 0281414
...............www.bearscot.com

POST OFFICES

Newcastleton013873 75361
Canonbie ...013873 71348
Rowanburn 013873 71542

HOSPITALS

D&G Royal Infirmary
...................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
...................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
..................013873 80417

DOCTORS

Langholm ..013873 83100
Newcastleton013873 75100
Canonbie ..013873 71313
NHS24 ........................111

CHURCHES

Langholm,Eskdalemuir Ewes
and Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

DODDIE Weir's story has
touched the rugby world.
He played his club rugby in
southern Scotland and earned
61 caps playing for Scotland.
Many of us grew up watching
him play. But now he is taking
on his biggest battle yet . .
against the disease MND. Since
being diagnosed, he has raised
£7m.
It is for that reason that 25
Langholmites have taken to the
paths and hills around Langholm
to cover as many miles as possible to raise awareness and
funds for this great cause.
Doddie AID was launched on
January 1 and each district of
Scotland, plus the exiles, battle
it out to walk, run, bike or ride
the most miles.
So far, Team South are in second place behind a strong North
& Midlands team.
In the first week the Muckletooners covered nearly 1,000
miles between them and raised
more than £1,000. The total is
now £1,210. An amazing
achievement, considering the
slippery underfoot conditions.
The team have mixed reasons
for doing the walk. Unfortunately, some members have seen
first-hand the effects of MND
on friends and family.
But they’ve also seen the support MND charities have given
their loved ones through the
difficult time.
For several they just grew up
watching Doddie play rugby for
Scotland and are inspired by
his ongoing battle with the disease.
The challenge runs until
February 6 and the kick-off of
the Calcutta cup.
If anyone would like to sponsor
the group, go to their JustGiving
site or hand in money to any of
the participants.

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
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Janie Hotson and Jill Barker on a 10-mile walk in the snow

Morag Pool walked 80 miles in the first week

Susan Cubbon and family

Ailsa Tweddle at the Monument

SCHOOLS

Langholm Primary
...................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
...................013873 80418
Newcastleton
...................013873 75240
Canonbie
...................013873 71336

CHEMISTS

Davidson Chemist, Langholm
...................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown
...................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

Katrina and Jessica Kenny

DENTISTS

Mark Buddy 013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening
hours
01461 202508

Chris Stewart walked 77 miles in
the first week and aims to walk
400 miles during the challenge.

DODDIE AID

www.doddieaid.com

Doddie with Debbie Wilson

Vaccinations begin
but cases are rising

Langholm residents are notified of dates to receive the vaccine
THE first over 80s in
Langholm are to get their
COVID-19 vaccinations from
Thursday next week.
Last week people in the most
vulnerable category because of
their age heard the news they
had waited for for many months.
The vaccination programme
against COVID-19 for the over
80s is underway in Dumfries
and Galloway.
They are in line to receive
their first jab before the end of
January.
The first vaccinations using
the Oxford/Astrazeneca began
on Monday and included Terry
Irving, 83, of Dumfries.
Terry said: “I’m delighted to
have received my vaccination
so soon.”
The Oxford/Astrazeneca vaccine is bringing advantages to
the roll-out of the vaccination
programme.
Valerie White, interim director
of public health, said: “It’s fantastic that this vaccine has been
approved.

“It doesn’t have the same storage and transportation needs of
the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine
which was approved in September so this will help us to scale
up the programme in communities.”
From February 1 the programme will move onto those
aged 75 to 80, with the 70 to 75
year cohort and those shielding
scheduled for the second two
weeks of February.

Invited

Ms White said: “GPs are taking
on the work of identifying all
those eligible to receive a vaccination, as set out in the established Scottish government criteria.
“They will be contacted directly and invited to attend to
get their initial vaccination.
“Vaccinations will be given
in places such as town halls
and community centres so there
is adequate space to ensure
safety.”
A total of 22 locations have

Terry Irving of Dumfries, who is exempt from wearing a mask, is vaccinated

been locked in to serve as locations, including the Buccleuch
Centre in Langholm.
Attendance is by direct invitation only and people are instructed not to contact their GP or the
NHS.
Anyone with a question about
the vaccination can ring the
national helpline which runs from
8am to 8pm seven days a week
on 0800 030 8013.

In health and social care 2,200
people, who work or volunteer,
were vaccinated by the end of
last week.
This does not include residents
and staff in older adult care
homes who had their initial
vaccinations by December 24.

Positive cases

IN BRIEF
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As set out nationally, the second
dose is given 12 weeks after the first.

The number of positive cases
in Langholm and Eskdale from
January 3 to 9 totalled 25.
It means the seven-day rate per
100,000 population is 400 plus.
In Annandale East there are
eight cases (200-399); Moffat
three (50-99); Lockerbie five
(100-199); Gretna 56 (400+);
Annan East 34 (400+); and Eastriggs 32 (400+).
In Annandale West and
Lochmaben there are zero to two
cases and the virus is considered
to be suppressed.
In Dumfries and Galloway over
the same week the number of
cases was 595, (399.7) and a
positivity rate of 14.3 per cent.
Valerie White, NHS Dumfries
& Galloway’s interim director
of public health, said: “In the
space of a few weeks the region,
with a population of about
150,000, moved from being a
region with some of the lowest
rates to being near the top in
Scotland in terms of infection
rates.”

Stay safe
and call
for help

THE resilience group in
Newcastleton has once again
swung into action because of
the impact of COVID-19 in the
village.
The number of cases of virus
are rapidly increasing and this
is also being felt in the community.
The government is asking people to stay at home as much as
possible.
The group’s volunteers can
offer assistance if needed and
residents can get help by calling
07377 098 485 or call the community assistance hub on 0300
100 1800.
People can also check with
the shops in the village because
some of them are offering a
delivery service for groceries.
A group spokesperson said:
“These are uncertain and worrying times for everyone but if
we all follow the guidelines,
we protect not only ourselves
and our loved ones but we also
protect those tirelessly working
on the frontline through this
pandemic.
“Stay safe and look out for
each other.”

Home after four years Oliver
Mundell MSP

Buzz, the Canonbie cat, didn’t quite make it to “infinity and
beyond” but he did get as far as Kelso

AFTER the most unforgettable year,
the last day of 2020 turned out to
be the best.
In June 2016 family cat Buzz disappeared overnight from his home with
Nicola and Ian Donald in Canonbie.
After endless searches around Canonbie and pinning up missing posters,
they slowly accepted that Buzz was
never coming back.
However, on December 31 they
received a phone call out of the blue
from a vet called Gail in Kelso.
Nicola said: “Gail causally asked
whether we were missing a cat.
“A stray cat’s microchip had been
matched to our address.
“We told her that Buzz had been
missing for four and a half years. We
didn’t know whether to laugh or cry.
“We believe he accidentally got in a
car and travelled up the Borders. It’s
likely he’s been living around
Kelso.”
Remarkably, now 10-year-old Buzz
is in perfect health and still nicenatured.
Nicola added: “After almost two
weeks, he has settled back in nicely
as if nothing has changed.
“The only issue has been forging a
relationship between Buzz and our
one-year-old Cocker Spaniel Charlie
but this is going well.
“2020 was memorable in so many
ways; for us this is certainly part of
it.”

Member of the Scottish Parliament for the
Dumfriesshire Constituency

For details of my upcoming video
and telephone surgeries, please visit:
www.olivermundell.com
or get in touch on 01576 203910 and
oliver.mundell.msp@parliament.scot

A STRONG TEAM FOR DUMFRIESSHIRE

David
Mundell MP
Member of Parliament for Dumfriesshire,
Clydesdale and Tweeddale

For details of my upcoming video
and telephone surgeries, please visit:
www.davidmundell.com
or get in touch on 01683 222746
and david@davidmundell.com
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Farming on the Border

Give farmers the
tools to be green

In association with
C & D AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

Climate change
champion prize
A NEW climate change champion prize has been added to
Scotland’s Finest Woods
awards as the Tree Oscars
return in 2021.
The award recognises the enormous contribution forests and
woodlands make to the fight
against climate change and will
be highlighted at the COP26
global environmental summit
in Glasgow in November.
Angela Douglas, executive
director of Scotland’s Finest
Woods, said: “COP26 shines
an environmental light on
Scotland where 80 per cent of
the UK’s trees are being
planted.
“It seemed a perfect time for
the awards to highlight the vital
role our forests and woodlands
play in mitigating and helping
respond to the damaging effects
of climate change.”
The award, sponsored by
CarbonStore, will be chosen by
judges from entries to all 2021
awards categories.
All entries can identify and
highlight what their projects
will contribute to tackling climate change.
The award has been developed
with specialist independent
guidance from Forest Research,
Great Britain’s principal organisation for forestry and treerelated research.
All other categories return in
the annual awards programme,
which was cancelled in 2020
when the coronavirus pandemic
led to a nationwide lockdown.
This meant judges could not
visit the sites and the ceremony
could not be held at the Royal
Highland Show in June.

Guy Watt, chairman of
Scotland’s Finest Woods, added:
“We’re delighted to be back in
2021 and especially to be back
with the exciting new climate
change champion award.”
All entrants for the 2020
awards can carry their entries
forward to 2021, with the option
of adding new information,
including their credentials in
tackling climate change.
Regular categories returning
include the popular Crown
Estate Scotland schools and
community woods awards, with
two competitions for small and
large community woodland
groups.
There are two farm woodland
awards, including the Scottish
Woodlands Ltd trophy for young
people, which is for farmers
and/or their forest or woodland
managers aged 40 or under.
The overall farm woodland
award is open to everyone.
The new native woods award,
sponsored by the Woodland
Trust, is back, along with the
competitive quality timber
awards, which has three categories: new commercial wood;
multi-purpose forest or whole
estate; and a single stand/
compartment or small wood.
Fergus Ewing, rural economy
secretary, said: “The programme
rewards passionate and purposeful individuals and groups
creating forests and woodlands
to the highest standards.
“The addition of the climate
change champion award in the
year of COP26 is very welcome
in highlighting the contribution
of trees to our ambition to reach
net zero by 2045.”

C&D Auction Marts Ltd had forward
3,072 head at the annual sale of store
hoggs, cast ewes and rams at Longtown
on Tuesday, January 5.
Store hoggs were a quality show
which attracted a very large ring of
buyers. Trade can only be described as
out of this world, with lowland hoggs
averaging £96.51 per head.
Top price was £200 for a Beltex
hogg donated to Cancer Research UK,
given by annual vendor Robbie Muir
from Tow Law whose run of 418 hoggs
averaged £96.14. Numbers vastly short
of requirements.
Beltex to £121 Allfornaught, £113
Braehead; Texel £119 Brayshaw, £115,
£114.50 Birchington Avenue, £112.5
Hilltop (Scott); North Country Cheviot
£107 Allfornaught; Cheviot Mule
£103.50 Douglas Hall; Suffolk £103
Birchington Avenue, £101.51, £100.50
Muirfield, £100.50 Shawhill; Charollais
£101.50 Howahill, £99.50 Pilmuir;

Greyface £99 Backburn, £97.50 Merkland, £96.50 Shawhill; Zwartbles £91,
£87 Keyla Park.
Hill lambs also a gigantic trade to
average £61.87 overall. Top of £95 for
Blackfaces from Edges Green, others
£90 Merkland; Hill Cheviots to £93
from Swinside, others £92.50, £89,
£87.50 Douglas Hall; Swaledale £74.50
Sheepriggs.
Both cast rams and ewes were in extreme demand and short of requirements.
Top of £129 for Texel ewes from Relief,
£115, £109 Backburn; Suffolk £107
Backburn, £104 Muirfield; Romney
£96 Backburn; Greyface £91 Backburn,
£87 Ormiston. Hill ewes to £85 for
Cheviots from Muirfield with Blackfaces to £56.50 Selcoth. Cast rams to
£117 for a Texel from Relief; Charollais
£114 Backburn; Zwartbles £107 Keyla
Park; Hill Cheviot £95 Solwaybank;
Blackface £96 Penpeugh, £91, £85
Blackburn.

of the support farmers need as
they continue to take action to
tackle climate change, NFUS
is calling for an ambitious support and policy platform to enable transformation sooner
rather than later because businesses need to plan for the long
term.
Investment and changes to
operating practice cannot happen
overnight.

Targets

Martin Kennedy stands unchallenged for the post of NFUS president

SCOTLAND’S farmers are
keen to play their important
role in delivering the ambitious climate change plans set
by the Scottish government
but are calling for the policy
tools to help them transform.
NFU Scotland welcomed the
Government’s updated Climate
Change Plan 2018-2032 published last month.
The plan sets out a vision for
supporting efficient, high-quality
food production through the

sustainable use of natural land
and resources to deliver on climate and biodiversity goals.
It’s a vision which the union
shares and has outlined consistently for several years.
It was a central plank of the
Stability: The Platform for
Change policy document
launched in spring 2020.
Recommendations in the government’s plan will shape agriculture and land use.
While they include recognition

The mart had forward 5,941 sheep
comprising 4,145 prime hoggs and
1,796 cast ewes and rams at the weekly
sale at Longtown on Thursday, January
7.
A small entry of cattle met a brisk
trade and sold to £1,121 for a Luing
from H Cooper Ltd, D’Mainholm,
Newcastleton, which also topped the
price per kilo at 178p.
A similar show of 4,145 well-finished
prime hoggs was forward to an increased
ring of buyers, with trade on fire.
Best Beltex hoggs were in serious
demand trading between 320p and 340p
regularly. Topping the sale at 374p was
a pen of six fantastic Beltex hoggs
from DS & RC Taylor, Easter Ochtermuthill, Perth, whose run of 26 Beltex
hoggs averaged 43kg, 332ppk and an
eye-watering £143.50p per head.
Messrs M & J Kennedy, Lurgan
Farm, Aberfeldy had a tremendous run
of 94 Beltex hoggs, which topped at

336p and averaged a marvellous 315p
or £123.74p per head. Top price per
head of £158 for heavy Texel hoggs
shown by RM & P Armstrong, Oaklands, Longtown.
Commercial hoggs sold to serious
rates, trading between 265p and 275p,
with no let-up from start to finish and
many runs of commercial hoggs averaging £118+.
Heavy hoggs were in big demand,
with plenty of pens realising £145+.
Mules sold to a big trade and regular
vendors Messrs Gass, Nunscleugh took
full advantage, selling a pen of 41 English Mules weighing in at 46kg and
realising £116. Topping the Mule section
was a pair of Scotch-bred hoggs realising £118 per head.
Small hoggs were in full cry and the
trade of the day. Beltex hoggs topped
this section again by Messrs DS & RC
Taylor, Easter Ochtermuthill, Perth for
the same pen of hoggs which topped the

Around the marts

The union has welcomed the
farmer-led climate change
groups, which were set up by
Fergus Ewing, cabinet secretary,
to make recommendations on
how to develop a governmentfunded scheme to support farmers to meet the government’s
climate change targets while
improving the profitability of
farming.
Martin Kennedy, vice-president, said: “Farmers have shown
they are eager to innovate and
adapt their businesses to support
the green recovery and tackle
climate change, while improving
efficiency without compromising on the quality of produce.
“The climate change plan
marks the government’s recognition of the importance of agriculture, food and drink to the
economy and the need to avoid
off-shoring emissions.
“By making it clear that using

market, while Blackface lambs topped
at 300p for a pen of 41 consigned by
Messrs T N Cavers & Co, Sorbie Farm,
Langholm. Cheviot lambs topped at 290p
consigned by Messrs CJ & NC Brodie,
Allfornaught Farm, Lockerbie.
A bumper show of lambs, from the
very best to the lesser end and everything
in between, handled with ease, being a
long way in front of deadweight returns
and many more could have been sold
to vendors’ advantage. All classes of
stock sold to a total of 51 active accounts, ensuring a blistering trade
throughout.
Achieving an incredible sale average
of 261.9p (SQQ 271.6p), which equates
to an astounding average of £113.97
per head. Prime hoggs are actively
sought after every week and can be
sold to advantage.
A similar entry of 1,796 cast ewes
and rams was forward to an increased
ring of buyers, ensuring all classes

Scotland’s comparative advantages in grassland and cereals,
together with new measures to
allow farmers to invest in new
technology and adopt practices
for improved productivity and
reduced emissions, the government recognises agriculture will
play a key role in meeting its
climate change ambitions.
“That recognition needs to be
matched with corresponding
policy and funding to achieve
this.”
Mr Kennedy, who farms in
Highland Perthshire, will stand
unchallenged for the position
of president at the union’s AGM
on Friday, February 12.
Mr Kennedy has been vicepresident for four years.
Four nominations for the two
vice-presidential posts have
been received.
They are Andrew Connon,
Ellon, Aberdeenshire; Willie
Harper, Bridge of Weir,
Renfrewshire; George Milne,
Kinaldy, St Andrews, Fife; and
Robin Traquair, Dalkeith,
Midlothian.
No physical hustings events
will be held but virtual events
involving the candidates are on
January 22 from 12pm to
1.30pm and on January 26 and
28 from 7pm to 8.30pm. Zoom
details will be circulated to
members.

were £8-£10 up on the week.
Pure-bred Texel ewes topped the sale
at £200, shown by N Harvey, Blackadder Mains, Duns and were short of
buyers’ requirements.
Pen after pen of Mule ewes sold over
£100, topping at £109 from Messrs I
& J Dick, Corncockle.
Hill ewes sold to a massive trade
topping at £92 for Cheviots from M
Ryder, Newton Cottage, Moffat and
from J Sinclair & Son, Carnavel, Carsphairn. Blackface ewes topped at £90
for a penful from Townfoot.
Rams were off the clock and several
pens were £150+, topping at £173 for
Texels from J G Bewley, Mid Farm,
Wigton. BFL rams topped at £170 from
M/s W Walton, Dunns Houses, who
also topped the Suffolks, realising the
same price. Blackface rams topped at
£128, again from M/s W Walton, Dunns
House. Many more cast ewes and rams
are needed to fulfil a massive demand.

Rail group argues its
case to UK review body

Extension to Carlisle will bring economic and social benefits
THE Campaign for Borders
Rail (CBR) has made its case
for reconnecting the line to
Carlisle to a UK government
review.
The group, which is in favour
of the Hawick to Newcastleton
option, spoke to the Union
Connectivity Review, chaired
by Network Rail’s Sir Peter
Hendy.
It said that completing the line
would deliver the connectivity,
economic boost, social inclusion
and environmental sustainability
mandated by the review and
government policy at both
Holyrood and Westminster.
Simon Walton, CBR chairman
said the strategic need for the
extension was now recognised
in the UK and the wider network
benefits were apparent to all
potential stakeholders.
He added: "Investing in the
Borders Railway extension is
the best value way to simultaneously deliver a step-change
in cross-border connectivity and
substantial economic growth for

the region.
"We’ve long argued that completing the line serves the community, regional economy and
national network in equal measure.
"The case has been proven by
the runaway success of the
existing line between Edinburgh
and Tweedbank.”

Being an area criss-crossed
by timber wagons, it will place
the transport of timber from the
extensive forestry plantations
on a more sustainable basis by
providing direct rail access to
the logging areas and removing
dangerous and polluting HGV
movements from minor roads.

Critical

Regeneration

Within the context of the review, CBR has outlined several
key benefits of through-route
completion of the line.
It will be an important additional economic driver strengthening transport links within the
cross-border region in support
of the Borderlands economic
regeneration and the regional
growth agenda.
It will provide another route
for freight between Scotland
and England to meet growing
demand.
The popularity of the existing
Borders Railway, with passenger
numbers far exceeding expec-

Simon Walton, who chairs the Campaign for Borders Rail

tations, provides ‘proof of concept’ that new railways are an
effective driver for regional economic regeneration.
The network will be more resilient by the provision of a diversionary route between
Carlisle and Edinburgh for the
west coast main line.
The line will regenerate left-

A dry and sunny spring

A view of the River Esk near Skippers bridge where the low water
was the result of a very dry April
Photo Tom Hutton

FEBRUARY was the wettest month
of 2020, according to provisional
figures released by the Met Office’s
Eskdalemuir Observatory.
They showed that 418mm of rain
fell in that month and the next wettest
was December with 233.6mm.
June and August were also fairly wet
months, with 209.8mm and 219.2mm
respectively. October was close with
216.8mm.
The driest month was April when
only 20.6mm fell followed by May
with 61.2mm.
April and May were, unsurprisingly,
the sunniest of the year. The first two
months of the first lockdown were
made more bearable by the unusually
dry and sunny spring.
In April there were 192 hours of sunshine and in May 200.2.
The next best was June with 109.8
and the most overcast was January
when we had only 13.8 hours.
The highest mean daily temperature
was 17.9 degrees Centigrade in August
followed by 17.2 in June and 16.6 in
July.
The lowest mean daily temperature
was 0.3 in March followed by 0.4 in
December and 0.5 in February.
The monthly mean temperature is
calculated from the average of the
mean daily maximum and mean daily
minimum temperature.

behind communities in the
region, currently limited by slow
and unreliable pubic transport
services and reliance on cars
for mobility.
There will be better access to
jobs and education in the Carlisle
area and the line will encourage
the development of tourism and
inward investment.
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Mr Walton said the extension
would play a critical part in the
mandated shift to a net-zero
carbon economy.
"Its construction will support
the wider modal shift from road
to rail by extending train services
into areas of high car dependency and poor public transport.”
There is an equally strong lobby for routing the railway
through Langholm which, before
the Beeching cuts in the 1960s,
was on branch line.
The town’s rail group believe
a new route is feasible and,
potientally, cheaper.

Hall AGM
on Zoom

THE ESMP hall holds its AGM
by Zoom on Friday, February
12 at 7pm.
Anyone wishing to attend by
Zoom should reply to
mayreid239@aol.com. She will
pass on names and email
addresses to Ian Stuart, treasurer.
He will send emails with a
Zoom link before the meeting.
If anyone needs help in setting
up Zoom, let them know.
If there is anything people
would like brought up at the
meeting, please let May know.
The trustees / committee look
forward to meeting everyone
at a community social event,
the bowling and walking group
when the restrictions are lifted.
___________________

Alterations
approved
STAN Abbot of Lynwood,
Woodslee, Canonbie has
received unconditional approval
to built a single-storey extension
at the back of the house.

Online subscriptions to the
are now available at
www.eladvertiser.co.uk

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’.
Published weekly and available to read
anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from
mobile phone to tablet and laptop.
GREAT IDEA FOR A GIFT! STARTING AT £1 A WEEK
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The Scottish Environment Protection Agency delayed progress
on Langholm’s flood protection scheme by six months after
insisting an environmental impact assessment was done first.
Construction work on the town’s former police station, which
was to be converted into four flats, began.
Loreburn Housing Association announced it was ready to start
preparatory work on the Murtholm extra care sheltered housing
development, including an access road and service diversions.
Construction of the new waste water treatment works in Canonbie
would be ready next spring, according to Scottish Water.
Newcastleton became a 20mph village as part of a Spaces for
People trial, organised by Scottish Borders Council.
Edinburgh Woollen Mill Group’s owner Philip Day filed a notice
to appoint administrators, putting up to 24,000 jobs at risk.
The Ministry of Defence maintained its objection to Faw Side
windfarm at Ewes, citing the detrimental impact on the Eskdalemuir
seismological recording station, the impact on low flying and the
electronic warfare range at RAF Spadeadam.
Langholmites were encouraged to give their views on a proposal
to plant 559 hectares of trees on Warblaw Hill, two thirds of which
would be sitka spruce.
The new owners of the Crown Hotel, Samantha and Steven Park,
revealed their plans for one of the town’s oldest hotels.
The Rotary Club’s umbrella walks in Langholm and Canonbie
took place seven months late and it could not have been wetter for
the enthusiasts who set out to raise money for their organisations.

HE Langholm Common Riding members announced they were seeking
the views of the townspeople about a format for marking the boundaries
on the last Friday.
Three initial design options for redeveloping Townfoot Sports Centre went on
display.
COVID-19 restrictions, placed on movement in Langholm and Canonbie for a
week after a cluster of cases, were lifted.
Jill Scott of Newcastleton’s sewing talents were put to good use making
facemasks and she raised £1,500 for the medical centre.
A unique skirt, made from Langholm’s lunar tartan, was made for an American
living in Edinburgh by Emma and Leanne Duncan of Rose’s Wardrobe Vintage.
John Galloway, co-owner of the Eskdale Hotel, said the Chancellor’s cut in VAT
to five per cent for the hospitality industry was a lifeline.
Four defibrillators for Eskdale were installed in Eskdalemuir, the Benty, Ewes
and Canonbie. Another five would follow later in the year.
Nineteen very special birthday cards were posted from Langholm to Doddie
Weir for his 50th birthday.
Drove Weaving’s future lay in the balance after talks over a management buyout stalled. The mill had shut earlier in the month.
An appeal to raise £25,000 to pay for essential repairs to Langholm parish
church was launched.
Despite the curtailed Common Riding, the Davidson family enjoyed Neil’s jubilee year

The eco leaders at Canonbie Primary School

T

AUGUST

NOVEMBER

T

o celebrate the completion of Langholm Chilli Club’s polytunnel,
members held an open day to show off their chilli exploits.

A report, which placed Langholm as the town in Dumfries and Galloway least in
need of regeneration was labelled “misleading”.
Councillor Archie Dryburgh said Langholm remained a priority for the council
and the report by the Borderlands Inclusive Growth Deal was “useless”.
On the last Friday in July three horsemen, led by semi-jubilee Cornet Stevie
Ellwood, gathered at 5am and rode to the Castle Craigs and the monument to
mark the boundaries of the Common Moss.
Returning to Langholm, they rode to the Kilngreen and across the Ewes Water to
the Castleholm where Gordon Reid cut the sods. The curtailed event was finished
by 6.30am.
The Langholm Alliance appointed Nicol Nicolson its community enterprise
manager, with funding from South of Scotland Enterprise.
Drove Weaving, Langholm’s last working textile mill, was saved from closure
after it was bought by Ian Maxwell and renamed Drove Weavers.
Hen Harrier Day, a national event turned virtual, raised £10,000 to help the
Langholm Initiative buy the moor from Buccleuch.

Semi-jubilee Cornet Stevie Ellwood, who carried the flag, with his dad, George,
on Common Riding day

Alice Forster marked 25 years of raising
funds for Macmillan Cancer Support

he Langholm Initiative revealed it had agreed a deal with
Buccleuch to buy 5,200 acres of the moor for £3.8m to
pave the way for the Tarras Valley Nature Reserve.
Dumfries and Galloway and the Scottish Borders were both
placed in Level 2 as part of the national five-level protection
system to control COVID-19.
EWM collapsed with the loss of 750 jobs, including a number in
Eskdale and Liddesdale.
Howard Ashton-Smith, a householder living by the A7 north of
Langholm, voiced his fears over the integrity of the road because
of substantial erosion from Ewes Water.
A three-week ban on non-essential travel into England was put
in place by the Scottish government.
Muirhall Energy, the developer of two windfarms near Langholm,
Loganhead and Hopsrig, which already had consent, revealed it
wanted to increase the height of the turbines to 200m which
meant seeking permission from the government’s Energy Consents
Unit.

DECEMBER

Steven and Kathleen Cattermole of Evertown with the new community defibrillator

SEPTEMBER

The trustees of the Buccleuch Centre in Langholm applied for funding from
Creative Scotland to help keep the venue running until the end of March.
Iona Stevens and Callum Jeffrey became head girl and boy at Langholm
Academy.
South of Scotland Enterprise gave £1m to the Langholm Moor community buyout, taking the total raised to £2.8m.
Iain Anderson of Langholm cycled 300 miles in one month to raise money for
Cancer Research UK, while Catherine Lithgow completed the virtual Kiltwalk
around Canonbie for the MS Society and raised more than £1,500.
Many views, both for and against, were expressed about the proposed flood protection scheme for Langholm which is intended to protect the town from a 1 in
200-year flood.
The dyehouse in Langholm was forced to cut 10 jobs because of a loss of orders
caused by the pandemic. Among those to go was Frank Steele, managing director.
The Xcel Project celebrated 15 years of youth work and said goodbye to Duncan
Elliott who was leaving to take up a career in teaching.
Sandra Devlin retired as playground supervisor at Langholm primary school
after nearly 30 years.
Residents and businesses had to come to terms with new COVID-19 restrictions,
including a 10pm curfew on pubs, but people were becoming more confused
about the rules.
Newcastleton and District Community Trust appointed the team to drive the
community’s inclusive growth strategy, led by Gordie Campbell.

Thursday January 14, 2021 9

Alex Thomson of Channel 4 News interviews Roger Maxwell,
Langholm Common Riding chairman, about the moor buyout

Emily Bell celebrates her 100th birthday

Langholm was full of light at an illumination event staged by
Centre Stage Youth Theatre

The Langholm Co-op marked 20 years in business and in 2020
the staff showed how important they were to the community by
stepping up during the lockdown delivering to those who could
not go out shopping.
Newcastleton wildlife watch group attended a virtual RSPB Nature
of Scotland awards ceremony after being shortlisted in the youth and
education category.
There was a blow to plans to redevelop Townfoot Sports Centre
after Dumfries and Galloway Council said it could not endorse the
plans.
It said the centre was on the flood plain and could not be approved
until a flood protection scheme was built.
A lack of police resources and rural isolation prompted Newcastleton
community council to forge a plan to install CCTV at various points
around the village.
Langholm was saddened by the deaths of two ex-Cornets during
the month: Joe Donaldson (1956) and Billy Bell (1958).
Lucy MacLeod, creative director of OutPost Arts, was appointed to
the board of DG Unlimited, the region’s leading creative and cultural
organisation.
Hopes of a five-day relaxation for Christmas get-togethers were
thwarted when the whole of Scotland was put into Level 4 on
Saturday, 26th.
People were told they could meet only on Christmas day in Scotland
but they weren’t allowed to leave the country.
Langholm celebrated its Local Heroes of 2020 with an outdoor
illumination event on the Castleholm where they were presented
with heart-shaped lanterns.

Manys a bird where
the bright waters meet
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
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Santa says
thank you

ALL the children in Langholm
and Eskdale will be delighted
to know that Santa Claus and
Mrs Claus are now happily back
home at the North Pole after
delivering everyone’s presents.
Santa has now had time to
collect his thoughts and he contacted the team at the E&L
Advertiser and asked them to
pass on his thanks to the children
who wrote him letters.
He was so pleased to get them
and enjoyed reading them all
with Mrs Claus. He hopes
everyone was happy with their
Christmas gifts.

Poppy Bell of Langholm sent her
own Christmas card to Santa Claus

One youngster, Poppy Bell of
Bigholms Cottage, wrote her
letter to Santa on the Christmas
card she designed herself and
which was printed by Langholm
primary school.
Poppy said: “Please may I
have a scooter that is purple, a
cookbook, rainbow reins and
some surprises, too.
“I wish you a Merry Christmas
to everyone on the North Pole.”
____________________

Icy roads
warning

LIDDESDALE residents are
warned to take extra care in today’s wintry conditions.
A yellow weather warning for
snow and ice was issued for
yesterday and today, covering
most the Borders.
The warning, issued by the
Met Office, is valid until 9pm
tonight, with variable and challenging conditions predicted,
including the potential for freezing rain and significant snowfall.
Rain will persist until late
tonight. Where this hits cold
air, this rain may turn to snow,
with two to five centimetres
accumulating at lower levels
and as much as 15cm on ground
above 150m.
Localised freezing rain, which
freezes immediately upon contact with surfaces, may also
occur.

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

A look at Langholm birdlife by Mairi Telford Jammeh
LANGHOLM is fortunate to
have three rivers running
through it.
The Wauchope and the Ewes
join the Esk in Langholm and a
few miles south of Langholm
the Tarras meets the Esk, too.
Along all these rivers is a rich
biodiversity of plants, animals
and birds and throughout the
year these are ever-changing,
making it a delight to observe
them as the months go by.
In January the river is relatively
quiet but it’s still interesting to
see the mallard ducks on the
Esk around the Langholm bridge
and Kilngreen. They seem to
be almost thinking of pairing
up already.
Last year someone noted that
there seemed to be a lot more
drakes around than ducks.
Whether that is really the case
is difficult to know but, perhaps,
the male ducklings are more
adept at escaping the predatory
birds which chase them in the
spring.
In normal years we don’t start
to see the oystercatchers back
on the Esk until February but
one was recently spotted around
the Kilngreen, which is unusual.
There are a lot of black-headed
gulls around the Kilngreen at
the moment, often to be seen
sitting on the fenceposts of the
Castleholm.
Right now, they have pale
heads and the black plumage
on their heads will start to appear
later in the spring.
According to the British Trust
for Ornithology, almost two
thirds of the black-headed gulls,
which winter in Britain, are
from the Baltic states, Russia
and the Low Countries.
Another bird to look out for
on the river in January is the
dipper, a small, dark bird with

a white front which dives under
the water for snails and other
food.
These birds are territorial on
all the rivers and are in
full song at the moment. They
pair up and breed as early as
February.
January is not a time of year
usually associated with birdsong
but it is one of the best times to
hear the soft, warbling song of
the dipper. Listen out at the
parish church bridge, a favourite
spot.
The herons are still around
and they are probably the largest
bird to be seen on the rivers
with their long legs and a distinctive grey plumage. They
feed up and down all the rivers.

Goosanders

Goosanders are present on the
rivers most of the year.
These ducks belong to the
sawbill family, named for their
long, narrow bills with saw-like
teeth which are excellent for
gripping fish.
The males are very distinctive.
They are creamy white, while
the females are grey with a gingery brown head.
Some folk might remember
seeing photos from last spring
of the female transporting her
brood on her back.
Interestingly, the males leave
the females in late June and
migrate to Norway to moult
their flight feathers.
Now, in January, the first
returning males are back on the
Esk and reunited with their
mates.
If you see anything of interest
please contact the paper and we
can mention it in a future column.
A kingfisher was spotted on
the Esk last weekend so keep
an eye out for it. It’s a spectacular
bird.

A dipper feathering its nest

Black-headed gull

An audience with Mr Grumpy

Photo Larry Martin

Goosander transport

Photo Mairi Telford Jammeh

Photo: Sharon Tolson

Photo Stan Wilson

Peat protection fails
as forestry expands
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Conifer plantations are counter-productive to net-zero carbon target
By Christopher Nicholson,
chairman, Scottish Tenant
Farmers Association

A FEW rows over planting
commercial conifers on deep
peat have erupted in the last
month.
In Cumbria the Forestry
Commission has apologised after
granting permission to plant an
area of peat bog which it will
now reinstate.
Near Langholm deep peat has
been ploughed for a planting
scheme approved by Scottish
Forestry, about 700 acres and
thought to be funded by
£850,000 of taxpayer support.
After being alerted by some
locals, Scottish Forestry stopped
the works, which clearly breach
the UK forestry standards, but
it remains to be seen whether
there will be any reinstatement
of peat.
This is not the first time issues
on planting on peat have been
raised in the Langholm area and
questions should be asked of
the planting application process.
Were meaningful surveys for
peat, mammals etc carried out
before granting permission to
plough deep peat?

Christopher Nicholson

These failures come on the
back of work published by the
RSPB which reveals an overall
failure to restore and protect
the UK’s peatlands and leads
to question the current forestry
policy of permitting planting
on shallow peat.
Recent studies suggest that
any net carbon gain from planting on shallow peat will not be
achieved until at least the second
rotation which takes us to the
next century at best.
Given that our climate emergency requires us to reach net
zero by 2045, planting on shallow peat is counter-productive
for that target.
Some have already pointed
out that these forestry failures
to protect peat are a consequence

of concentrated land management and ownership, the lobbying power of the forestry sector, absentee forestry investors
and not consulting with the
locals; all valid and true points.
But the real driver is a renewable energy biomass policy,
common in much of Europe.
Many now say it is so flawed
that it is advancing climate
change and creating global
ecological damage.
The UK’s biomass power
plants now consume each year
more timber than is felled in
the UK.
We rely on wood pellet imports
from North Carolina, USA,
where vast areas of diverse
native woodland are being felled
to fuel our biomass requirements, offshoring not only our
carbon footprint but also our
environmental footprint.
Those cleared native woodlands are replaced with monoculture conifers lacking in ecological diversity.

Biomass

Earlier this year 200 US scientists wrote to Congress to
warn that biomass energy was
not carbon neutral, that biomass
policy not only destroyed native
forests but also did not reduce
carbon emissions and called for
a new and scientifically-sound
direction to be considered with
a shift away from forest biomass
energy.
Similarly, in 2018 700 scientists signed a letter addressed
to the European Parliament calling for its renewable energy
policy to be amended to avoid
expansive harm to the world’s
forests and the acceleration of
climate change.
On the carbon argument, who
should we believe: 700 scientists
or the commercial forestry lobby?
Having just completed my
third carbon audit for the Beef
Efficiency Scheme, I’m aware
that how we account for carbon
is not only complex but also
flawed, raising more questions
than answers.
On the environmental issues
around expanding forestry, I
support diverse woodland creation - the right trees in the
right places.
But having spent most of my
life in Galloway and witnessed
the effect of an ever-expanding
tide of Sitka Spruce on our flora,
fauna and people, I’d say a bit
more thought on our forestry
policy and practices would be
welcomed by many.

It remains to be seen whether there will be any reinstatement of peat

Christopher Nicholson supports diverse woodland creation - the right trees in the right places
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 A Scottish Forestry spokesperson said: “No work has started on the area where
deep peat was originally disturbed at Tansy Hill at Cleuchfoot.
“We halted this work pending additional peat surveys being carried out. There is an
agreement that the contractor will reinstate any deep peat in this area.
“At that time, we had continued to allow other types of shallow ground cultivation on the
areas where ploughing was not needed and where initial surveys found that deep peat was
not present.
“Scottish Forestry is not aware of any active badger setts being damaged because of the
works but will act immediately if we find this is the case.
“Additional mammal surveys have been undertaken and they found seven inactive
badger setts.
“These locations have been shared with the contractor to ensure they are excluded from
operations. We will continue to monitor this site as the work continues.”
No one from Tilhill Forestry, which is overseeing the work, was available for comment.

Fair doses
of vaccine

THE UK Government has confirmed that the Scottish NHS
is receiving its fair share of the
COVID-19 vaccine supply and
is ready right now to be used.
John Lamont, MP for
Berwickshire, Roxburgh and
Selkirk, questioned Matt
Hancock, health secretary, during health questions in the House
of Commons.
Mr Hancock said “a fair population share is available to the
Scottish NHS and that’s available right now”.
The UK government is procuring COVID-19 vaccines for
everyone in the UK and distributing it fairly between the
nations.
The question came after daily
vaccine figures began to be
published by the four nations
of the UK.
Latest comparable figures
from Monday show the total
number of vaccinations as a
percentage of population in
each nation was Scotland 2.99
per cent; England 4.14 per
cent; Wales 2.73 per cent; and
Northern Ireland 4.86 per cent.
Mr Lamont is urging the vaccine roll-out to be accelerated
to ensure the vulnerable are
protected as soon as possible.
He said: “The UK has made
a fantastic start to the vaccine
roll-out with some of the highest
vaccination rates in the world.
“This tremendous effort is
down to the hard work of NHS
staff and volunteers who are
working hard to protect the
most vulnerable.
“This is highlighted by NHS
Borders which has already given
the first dose to the entire care
home population, a huge
achievement.
“The Scottish government
needs to push on if it’s to meet
its target of 560,000 vaccinations
by the end of January.
“At the current speed it risks
falling short of its target.”
____________________

Roadworks
close A7

THE A7 will be closed south
of Langholm later this month.
Notification has been received
that the cross-border route will
be closed for roadworks on
Thursday and Friday, January
28 and 29.
The hours of closure are between 7.30pm and 6am.
The closure is just past the
Auchenrivock junction to just
south of Skippers bridge.
The diversion will be through
Canonbie on the B6357.
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100 years: Masonic Presentation

Langholm with the Lid Off
We continue our serialisation of Wattie Bell’s book.

Pre-War
Commmon Riding

Up until Prime Minister
Neville Chamberlain came
back from seeing Adolph
Hitler in Munich and waving
a piece of paper in his hand
and shouting “Peace in our
time”.
In 1938 Hitler was getting a
reasonable press in Britain. He
had built autobahns (motorways) had full employment,
planned to give every worker in
Germany a car (Volkswagen)
“The peoples car” and had a
thing called the Hitler Youth
where teenagers of my age were
sailing schooners in the Baltic,
playing tennis and athletics all
day and I was bashing my guts
out in Arthur Bell’s Dyehouse
all day because Britain had
gone into a war footing.

Switzerland

The mills had switched to
making khaki for the soldiers
and as a pattern dyer I had to
dye the wool for our khaki contract. It was a mixture of brown,
grey, black and pale blue. I had
to dye the wool separate then
get it teased together and then
spun. When I got it perfect to

the sample, we had been sent I
suddenly realised I had used the
blue dyestuff from the German
firm I.G. Farben Industry. I.G.
and Geigy of Switzerland were
the best makers of dyestuffs
although I.G. got broken up
after the war for using slave
labour from the concentration
camps. But I hadn’t time for all
this overtime. In 1938 at the age
of 18 I was really into sport and
it was all I could think about,
golf, tennis, cricket, athletics,
rugby, badminton, snooker and
there I was working overtime
till 9 o’clock at night and these
bloody Hitler Youth enjoying
themselves.

Auschwitz

We didn’t know about the
death camps then. When Hitler
overran Poland Alex Jarzyna
senior was only 16 but his older
brother was an officer in the
Polish Army and continued to
fight in the resistance. He was
captured and the whole Jarzyna
family were put in Auschwitz
concentration camp. All family
except Alex and one brother
were sent to the gas chambers.
But I diversify. It was at
a Common Riding before the
war. We had cycle racing then
and a cripple called Sennet

cycled from Cambridge to
Langholm and won several
races. We also had a fell race to
the top of the Castlehill and
back and the winner had just
come out of Durham jail where
he had done six months. He told
me this himself as I was sitting
beside him in the changing tent.

Castleholm

We had a local 120 yards
sprint and John Kersh
Armstrong, Irving Davidson
senior and myself were the
book markers. There was a doping incident in the horse racing
that afternoon. A horse called
Tennis Ball was entered for the
last race of the afternoon, Just
before the race a horse box was
driven onto the Castleholm and
a groom and a jockey took the
horse into the paddock. When
the jockey was preparing for the
race the groom went down the
row of bookies and put £10 on
Tennis Ball with each of them.
The groom came back into the
paddock and was seen to look
around in a suspicious manner
and slip something into the

horses mouth.

Clinthead and gardens in the late 19th Century

(to be continued)

On Thursday night in the Masonic Hall, Bro, T R Easton, PM, SM was the recipient of a marked
testimonial from his masonic brethren. It consisted of Past Master’s jewel – a masonic medallion
of gold and an illuminated address from the members of the local Lodge, recognising the valuable services he had rendered to the masonic cause for many years and the high esteem in whish
he was being held. There were over 100 subscribers. Bro A Sharp, RWM, presided and Major
Bell, PM, made the presentation in felicitous terms. Bro. Easton acknowledged the gifts in a
feeling and appropriate manner. The occasion was a notable one in local masonic annals.

75 years: Extension to Burgh Boundary

An informal discussion took place regarding the extension of the burgh boundary and it was
finally agreed that this should run through the centre of the river Esk to take in the nursery and
beyond and cut westwards to take in the Holmwood housing site, and from thence along the hill
to the Meikleholm Pool to the Stubholm Road, re-joining the river Esk via the burn running on
the south side of Buccleuch Park. Bailie McVittie said that by the extension agreed upon nearly
a third of Gaskell’s Walk was included and that being so they would now be at liberty to spend a
little money on Gaskell’s Walk out of the Common Good fund seeing it was now
included in the burgh. The Council would know that they had a tentative arrangement with
Buccleuch Estates Ltd regarding the proposed repair of the walk.

50 years: An appeal to all truthful citizens living in Langholm and
District

Will the person or persons who took the hymn book and psalter from the choir seats during the
Christmas and New Year periods please return them to their rightful place or to me Tom Irving,
52 Henry Street, as they are my own property and I bought them myself when I was living in 46
Waverley Road. My name and address are on them so there is no excuse for anyone having
them in their possession. Please do not make our Church a den of thieves. Our Lord would not
have liked that. Hoping this will make the culprit see the folly of his or her ways. I may add that
I am at a loss for the music is in them along with the words and they are not of any use to anyone who cannot read music. I would say “ Be sure your sins will find you out” .

25 years: Auld Acquaintance will never be forgot

Should Auld Acquaintance be forgot? Certainly not in Langholm for the Auld Acquaintance is
the name which is about to revive as a restaurant at 88 High Street. For Muriel Hodgson is set to
reopen the restaurant under what proved to be a very popular name in the town several years
ago. More recently it was the Tandoori Restaurant, but only for a brief spell. It was as the Auld
Acquaintance that it became a popular eating place in the town with traditional Scottish fare in
the menu. Now Muriel hopes to return to that style – with just a little French cuisine included.
She is being helped in her new venture at present by her parents William and Barbara, who are
travelling from their home in Keswick to help prepare the restaurant, which she hopes to have
open some time in March. The licence and the furnishings are in place, but problems with the
electrics have put the plans slightly behind schedule. And with the buildings having been empty
for three years they have had considerable work to carry out in the building. But soon the auld
name will be back over the premises and Muriel hopes she will be making new acquaintances
among the townsfolk and tourists alike.

Entertainers at the Ewes WRI Burns Supper in 1996 are Ian and Marion Rodger with Vice-President Aileen Cavers
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www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

You’re having a laugh!

Cold castle photographed by Gavin Graham of Langholm

PREPARE for a riotous day of
laughter at Comedy In The Park
in Dalkeith Park in Midlothian
this summer.
The event will be headlined by
John Bishop who will be joined by
Russell Kane, Nish Kumar, Paul
Smith, Ed Gamble, Fern Brady and
Desiree Burch.
It is one of seven, one-day comedy
festivals being organised by promoter M&B and the only date in
Scotland is on Saturday, July 24.
Comedy in the Park is a unique
outdoor experience, bringing
together some of the best names
in comedy.
The promoter will turn a section
of some of the greatest park spaces
into open air theatres for each
event.
Attendees can also expect awardwinning street food, pop-up cocktail
bars, cafés, bars, shops and stalls.
M&B is confident the event will
be something to look forward to as
COVID-19 restrictions are lifted.
However, because of the size of
the location, plans can be adapted

to run the event with social distancing should that be needed and
the event will be completely safe
and COVID-19 compliant.

Bishop

Comedy superstar John Bishop
is one of the most popular standup comedians in the UK.
The Liverpool-born comic has
won numerous awards during his
career and is a regular on television
screens.
Strap in as Russell Kane races
back to the live comedy stage with
new material which packs more
energy than a Duracell factory.
Russell has also captured the social media market by storm with
his signature videos, the Kaneings
in which Russell uses his own
unique style to tackle a current
topic dominating the news.
Cleverly-edited rants have propelled him to superstardom and
his lockdown videos are hilarious.
Double Edinburgh comedy award
nominee Nish Kumar will have
jokes about politics and mankind’s
capacity for self-destruction.

As the face of combative British
satire, Kumar is best known as
host of TV hit The Mash Report.
Nicknamed the Ginger King of
Comedy, Paul Smith’s quick wit
and affable nature makes him popular with any crowd.
Join this master of storytelling as
he mixes sharp, hilarious stories
from his life with his trademark offthe-cuff wit.
Bathgate's Fern Brady completes
the line-up. She is one of the UK’s
hottest comedy stars.
Known for being completely fearless, her new show will tackle sexuality, feminism, power, Brexit,
Britishness, Scottishness and nationality, all with her caustic wit,
exceptional writing and electric
stagecraft.

Tickets,
priced from £45,
are on sale now at

www.comedyinthepark.co.uk
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IN BRIEF
Vaccine
scam

A WARNING has been issued
over text message scams about
vaccinations,
COVID-19
including links to fake NHS
websites asking for bank
details.
Forms ask for details from
recipients’ bank cards to ‘verify
their identity’, according to the
Chartered Trading Standards
Institute.
Colin Mathieson, is the
spokesperson for Advice Direct
Scotland, which runs Scotland’s
national consumer advice service
consumeradvice.scot
He said: “Sadly, this is not
the first time that unscrupulous
fraudsters have looked to exploit
this public health crisis to steal
personal information and bank
details.
“We have seen this throughout
the pandemic and scams include
the sale of fake PPE and targeting the Test and Protect programme.
“What we now see is criminals
targeting the crucial roll-out of
the vaccination programme.
“The NHS will not need bank
details in relation to vaccinations.
“We urge all Scots to remain
scam aware, think very carefully
before sharing your personal
information and, if you think a
message or an email involving
NHS initiatives doesn’t look or
seem right, it probably isn’t.”

Apply for
payment

PARENTS in Eskdale and
Liddesdale are being encouraged to apply for the Scottish
child payment which is
described as “game-changing”.
Joan McAlpine, South
Scotland MSP, welcomed the
news that families have already
applied for the payment early.
She wants families, who have
not yet applied for the scheme,
to do so to ensure they do not
miss out on any money.
The payment is set to be rolled
out on February 15.
Ms McAlpine said: “It is
extremely encouraging to see
so many families sign up early
to receive their payment when
it is rolled out in February by
the Scottish government.
“When the payment is introduced, it will provide a real difference to families at a muchneeded time.
“This is just the start of the
work which Social Security
Scotland is introducing to make
a difference to people’s lives.”

Thinking aloud:
Healing the earth
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
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It’s a time to learn, change and create hope for the future
We are undeniably responsible for abusing
resources and there is no 'vaccine' to save the
planet from its current trajectory towards a catastrophic collapse of the eco-system.
The year 2020 was like no other; we all had to
face challenges we never expected, taking a long,
hard look at the things we took for granted, the
choices we made and the way we lived our day-today lives.
This is a unique time to learn and change and
create hope for future generations.
We need to have these conversations. If you
have experienced something which has deeply
affected your life during this period and you feel
others
would
be
interested,
email
rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk
Name your email 2020 Lockdown Thoughts.
Here is one anonymous view expressing how
altering something, formerly taken for granted,
namely, owning a car, could affect our lifestyle
and the people around us and beyond.
______________________________________

Why I don’t own a car

YES, of course, there is
the whole emission thing
as well as the congestion
and the sheer anti-socialness of travelling, often
alone, in a big metal box,
hating those around you
for making you go too
slowly or too fast and generally feeling as if people
are out to get you.
The whole infrastructure of
our country is geared (forgive
the pun) to the car.
Playgrounds become car
parks, front lawns get
cemented over, it’s too dangerous for children to cycle
or walk to school.
We cough on the fumes but
then climb into our own fume
belcher. We take journeys
so small they could easily
be walked.
We use our cars as
umbrellas when it’s raining.
We buy bigger cars so we
can transport our dogs. We
want to go faster and get
there quicker but what do we
do when we get there with
the time we have gained?
I drove a car for 30 years
in a job which could not have
been done without it. For a
while, we were a two-

car family.
That’s why I would never
preach at anyone who uses
a car. We are all victims of a
car-driven society and have
hardly known any other way.
It’s only when you visit the
Netherlands that you see that
there is another way.
Not owning a car is possible
because I have the privilege
of being time rich.
I don’t need to get anywhere
fast so I can walk, cycle or
get on a train or bus. I love
travelling by train.
I love walking down to our
station early in the morning.
Sitting down there waiting is
one of the best starts to a
day. It’s always quiet and
empty, just the birds singing.

Excitement

There is excitement at seeing the train coming gently
around the bend stopping
just for me.
We call our station the
Gateway to the World. We
have started many holidays
from there, like the time we
got on the train and 24 hours
later got out in Slovenia.
Travelling by train or bus
connects you to people. I
have had such interesting

Our columnist uses a bicycle after selling her car and extols the virtues of trains and buses

conversations and encounters with people on trains
and it’s not unusual to learn
most of a person's life history
in the space of 10 minutes.
The woman who was on
her way to a first date,
arranged on the internet. So
nervous and excited, convinced this was the one.
The only problem was he
didn’t like dogs and she did
and had a much-adored pet.
I felt disaster looming.
Coming back from a night
out and being met at the station by my husband and walking home on a beautiful star
filled evening.
We saw a meteorite fly over,
a UFO or, apparently, space
debris, we were told later.
An awe-inspiring experience
which we wouldn’t have had
if in a car.
On a train you can read a
book, do a crossword or just
look out of the window. During
COVID-19 you could be the
only person on a train built
for 100 and feel like the
Queen.
Buses are good, too,

especially when you have a
bus pass and all you do is
wave it at the machine and sit
down and enjoy the free
journey.
One day I want to travel the
whole of England with my bus
pass. A modern-day lady of
the road.
I do have the privilege of
being moderately fit, able to
ride a bike and walk a few
miles.
This may become difficult
but I have plans to progress
to an electric bike and, beyond
that, to taxis to take me to a
bus or train.
Money, which, would have
been spent on a car, can now
be spent on taxis and even
hotel rooms when an evening
out has to become an
overnight stay because there
is no late train home.

Innovative

Not having a car is richer,
more connected, exciting and
innovative.
Journeys have to be planned
but are necessarily slow and
time-consuming in a good way.

You become more local and
the survival of the local shop
becomes ever more important.
Connecting with your community is more apparent
because you spend more
time there.
You know everybody and
they know you and feel a bit
sorry for you because you
don’t have a car. That is a
sort of downside.
Not having a car makes
you different and a bit set
apart. I sometimes see my
neighbours going out in their
car to the Lake District, just
like we used to do on a
Sunday.
I do miss that but look at
our fells and think they are
just as nice.
Maybe us not owning a car
isn’t going to slow down climate change but it does help
us to feel our personal impact
is lessened and we’re making
up for all those fume-filled
miles we did over the years.
Every little helps. I hope.
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PLUMBING & HEATING

CHIMNEY SWEEP

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

COMMISSIONING
▪
SERVICING
▪
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie
DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773
m. 07801 658561

TO LET

Chimneys and
Stove Flues swept.
Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819
SCRAP METAL

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE

TO LET - LANGHOLM

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN
Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries
Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal
Big or small
we remove it all
Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

COMPLAINTS

MOBILE VAN TIMES

MOBILE POST OFFICE
LANGHOLM TOWN HALL (inside)
WEDNESDAYS
10am - 3.30pm
FRIDAYS
9am - 2pm
___________________________

MOBILE RBS VAN
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The E&L Calendar 2021is NOW on sale. A4 Size.
Available ffrrom our offfiices at 54 High Street, Langholm.
Av
Only £6 - ffeeaturing photos which have ffeeatured in the
E&L Gallery page. Get yours now!

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER

Alternatively, please contact the Company Secretary
by email – secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk
or by writing to:The Company Secretary
Muckle Toon Media
Ashley Bank House
Langholm DG13 0AN

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH
013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

CUMBRIA METALS

COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in
The Eskdale and Liddesdale Advertiser, please
come into the office on Langholm High Street and
speak to the editor, Rachel Norris.
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E&L Advertiser
Advertise your vacancies in the

Contact Sharon on:
013873 80012 | sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

Advertise in the E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised how little it costs!

An advert this size, 5cm x 2 columns,
will only cost £15 + VAT each for 12 inserts.
This can include your logo or other graphic
and can be designed in-house.
Contact 013873 80012 for details.

GROW
G
ROW Your
Your B
Business
usiness
with tthe
he E & L!
L!
with
The advert below (5cm x 2 columns)
will cost only £25
5 for a single insertion but if you
y
advertise your bu
usiness monthly, the price falls to
£15 and if you advertise weekly, it collapse
es
to £10 - that
that’ss nearly nowt! *

This can include your logo or other graphic and
d can
be designed in-house.

Contact 013873 80012 for details.

JOHN SMITH
JOINER
RY
Y

5cm x 2 column

All aspects
of joinery work undertaken.
29 Grreeen Strreeet
Grreetna DG16 00B
BA
B
A
t. 01461 123456
m. 07890 654321

*these rates apply to an annual contract and are subject to VA
VAT at the prrevailing rate.

born in 1848 ......and still going stro
rongg!

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
sunday 17th january

Sports News

Cracking race will
be just the tonic
Thursday January 14, 2021

BEHIND CLOSED DOORS

Sponsored by KELSO RACES 01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Horseracing

LANGHOLM flat racing jockey Jamie Gormley
has just started his sixth year at Iain Jardine
Racing at Carrutherstown.
Jamie’s first win for Jardine came in October 2016
at Newcastle when he rode Bassett Bleu.
Jardine said: “As a very useful apprentice, some
of his best wins came aboard horses, like Sepal,
Golden Jeffrey and Vercingetorix, to name but a
few.
“He is still an integral part of the yard and always
the joker.
“Jamie has just started his sixth year at IJR. Hopefully, this season he will add to his current tally of
116 wins under rules.
“He’s “officially” had 1,182 rides.”

Spotlight on Scarlett

E&L

SPORT
training drills with my brother, a
lot of cycling and walking.
“People can do online workouts
because they use minimum space
and equipment or go out with
family members for walks.”

938740

YOUNG Langholm rugby player
Scarlett Crossan is the latest
sportsperson to be profiled in
Annandale and Eskdale Active
Schools and Community Sport
spotlight column.
Scarlett first got involved in sport
when she started playing touch
rugby at school and later went to
minis training.
Her most memorable sporting
moment was being the first girl
to win best overall mini at
Langholm rugby club.
Asked which barriers she faced
getting to where she was now,
she said it was getting back to
training after long-term injuries

and creating a bond with team
mates who lived two hours away.
Social media had helped
because she could stay in contact
with them.
Her sports role models are Lana
Skeldon and Lisa Thomson. They
both play for Scotland and are
from the Borders.
She said: “The most rewarding
part of being involved in sport is
making friends all over the country,
having support and people
encouraging me to do well, as
well as making me feel better
after having a bad day.”
As far as keeping fit during
COVID-19 and suggestions for
activities people could do at home,
she said: “I did online workouts,
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Rugby

Langholm’s Scarlett Crossan
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SANDY THOMSON looks set for a
bumper day at his local track this
Sunday.
He plans to send several runners on the
short journey from his Lambden stables
near Greenlaw.
The Berwickshire trainer is having a
tremendous season with high-profile winners
on ITV such as Seeyouatmidnight and
Yorkhill and he is on schedule to beat his
previous best score of 22 which he set last
season.
Five of his winners this term have come
at Kelso and Thomson said: “It’s been a
great season already and it’s always nice
to have winners at our local course because
it’s only ten minutes along the road.”
The Scottish government has given permission for horseracing to continue with
strict protocols in place to reduce the risk
of spreading the virus.

Racehorse owners will no longer be able
to attend while the Scottish Borders remains
in Level 4 and only essential staff will be
permitted on site.
High street betting shops remain closed
in almost all areas of Britain at the moment
but all the action from Kelso will be broadcast on Racing TV.
The feature race, the Edinburgh Gin
Handicap Chase over 2m 7f, is shaping up
to be a cracker and Thomson is likely to
represented by Seemorelights.
“He’s run only twice over fences and
he’s one of my leading novice chasers,”
Thomson said.
“He was second on his debut at Ayr in
November and maybe his next run came a
bit too soon.
“That first run was a very good one over
two miles, given the trip and that it was
his first race since March. I’m really looking
forward to running him.”

Jamie Gormley celebrates his first win for Iain Jardine Racing on Bassett
Bleu at Newcastle in 2016

Price 80p
9

Horseracing

Lucinda Russell’s Big River

Last year Lucinda Russell’s Big River
recorded his sixth course win, while Kings
Eclipse, also a winner on the card that
day, is among the entries for his Cumbrian
trainer Andrew Wilson, along with
2019 Scottish Borders National hero
Bigirononhiship.
Almazhar Garde, trained in Oxfordshire
by Charlie Longsdon, has already tasted
success at Kelso this term, while Another
Venture is the current top-weight after his
impressive pre-Christmas romp at Ludlow
for the Kim Bailey/David Bass combination.
Thomson also hopes to run Overcourt
and Fantastic Rock and he added:
“Overcourt is in the William Hill Leading
Racecourse Bookmaker Handicap Chase
and he was bred by his owner Willie
Jeffrey.
“He wasn’t beaten very far when runnerup on his debut over fences in a beginners’
chase at Sedgefield in October.
“Fantastic Rock will probably run in the
two-mile Boscasports Racing’s Digital
Display Handicap Hurdle because he is
likely to be balloted out of the novices’
hurdle over the same trip.
“We are still finding out about him but
he had very good form in France.”
After his success at Catterick earlier this
month, Daryl Jacob only needs a winner at
Cartmel to complete a ‘full house’ of victories at every British racecourse.
Daryl, who has ridden five winners from
only 13 rides at Kelso, has been booked
for the mount on ex-French recruit Raf
Travel in the Live Streams On RacingTV
Extra Novices’ Hurdle.
He is a jockey who couldn’t be in better
form after he rode the first five-timer of

Jamie looks to add
to his 116 wins

