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It’s a Level Four lockdown from Saturday
THE move to impose Level 4 restrictions on Scotland for
three weeks from this Saturday has shocked and disappointed
both residents and retailers in Eskdale and Liddesdale.

Some light in the darkness

LANGHOLM thrilled its residents with
an explosion of colour last Saturday.
Centre Stage Community Theatre hosted
a laser show on the Castleholm, during

which people carried lanterns they had
made. It was also a chance to meet the
Local Heroes of 2020.
For more photos turn to page 14.

Both areas have only just
dropped from Level 2 to Level
1 allowing people more freedom
as the number of cases dropped.
The five-day relaxation over
Christmas has been removed
and people can meet only on
Christmas day and can’t travel
to any other country in the UK.
Travel within Scotland is allowed
tomorrow only.
The clampdown has been imposed because of the rapid spread
of a new, highly-contagious strain
of COVID-19 which spreads
more quickly.
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon
announced on Saturday that tomorrow legal household limits
would still apply: a maximum
of eight people from three households but her advice was to minimise the numbers.
Where possible, people should
celebrate at home in their own
household and meet with others
outdoors.

From Saturday Level 4 restrictions will apply, including the
closure of non-essential retail and
hospitality.
Next month teachers will return
to work as planned, along with
children of key workers and the
most vulnerable children.
For most pupils the holiday will
be extended until January 11 and
learning will begin online from then
until at least January 18.

Concerned

Ms Sturgeon said: “We are concerned that this strain may drive
what appears to be faster transmission in some hospitals and care
homes.
“We intend to maintain a strict
travel ban between Scotland and
the rest of the UK during the festive
period. We can’t risk more of this
strain entering the country if we
can possibly avoid it.
“My message is stay at home,
stay safe and enjoy Christmas. It’s
in your own interest and the interest

of everyone you love.”
Jo Elliot, who owns Holmspun
in Langholm High Street said:
“Unfortunately, I will have to close
again. I'm open today until 2pm.
“I'll be at the shop at least
once a week working away in
the background, and making
new stock and, hopefully, uploading to the Facebook page.”
Sam Park, who owns the
Crown Hotel with her husband,
Steve, said: “They say it’s for
three weeks and as long as it is,
we’ll be okay.”
There will be no meals served
tomorrow but the bar and café
will be open.
Sam added: “We’ll carry on
with the take-aways – drinks as
well – to shore things up a bit.”
She said being plunged into
Level 4 was “a bit of a shock”
and they wouldn’t be seeing
family as planned.
She said: “We’ll try to make it
work and, touch wood, it’s for
three weeks only. We’ll just grit
our teeth and get on with it.”

Online Subscriptions to the E&L Advertiser
now available from only £1 per week

>Turn to Page 2

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’. Published weekly and available to read anytime
and anywhere using multiple devices from mobile phone to tablet and laptop.
WHAT A GREAT IDEA FOR A LAST MINUTE CHRISTMAS GIFT
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From King Herod
to the Grinch ....

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

Church Notices

A Christmas message from Rev Morag Crossan

LANGHOLM, ESKDALEMUIR, EWES
& WESTERKIRK PARISH CHURCHES

Christmas Services

Due to current restrictions we have a limit on
the number of people attending at any one
time. Please wear face mask. There will be
no singing,
 At Ewes restricted to 35 people;
Christmas Eve 6pm, contact Anne Elliot 83818

 At Langholm, restricted to 50 people;
Christmas Eve two Christingle at 2.30pm and
4pm. Contact Donna Hislop 81490 or 07791
639859 or dhislop@churchofscotland.org.uk
Watchnight service at Langholm 11.15pm.
Contact Ellen Rae 80601

Sunday 27th December:
No Service due to latest restricitons

Deaths
BELL

Peacefully on 19th December 2020 at the Thomas
Hope Hospital, William (Billy) Park Bell of Langholm
Mill. Beloved husband of the late Carol Leckie, a
loving father and grandfather.

Donations to the Thomas Hope in lieu of flowers
if desired.
Funeral private due to current circumstances.

DONALDSON

Suddenly but peacefully on 15th December 2020
in Thomas Hope Hospital, Joe Donaldson, West
Street, Langholm, beloved husband of Jeanette,
a dear dad and grandad.
Interred Langholm Cemetery 21st December
2020.

Thank You

John Ritchie

I would like to thank those who
nominated me for a "Local Hero"
I was just carrying out my normal
service, so it came as a bit of a surprise.
I could not have coped without staff
Joyce, Juliet, Carolle and Christine.

Merry
Christmas

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

The message of Christmas that love
came into this world is so needed for us
all this year.
Love which lasts and is not only for
this Christmas time but also for all year
round.

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE
PARISH CHURCHES

Sunday
27th December

Better times

Morning Worship

Liddesdale 10am
~
Canonbie 11.30am
Services led by

Rev. Morag Crossan BA

All welcome

Charity no. SCO00717

Funeral Services

The Rev Morag Crossan, Minister for Liddesdale Parish Church
and Canonbie United Parish Church

Funeral
Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service
New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine

Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm
Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

HOW many times have you heard
recently that Christmas is cancelled?
In a year like we have had, with plans
cancelled and not being able to see our
loved ones, we think and take stock of
what is important to us.
Christmas means more this year. Christ
came into a world just like ours.
There were the issues of his day to
deal with and he experienced all the
hurt, pain, joy and sorrow of life.
The light will still shine in the darkness
this year, a year when we really need to
feel hope, peace, joy and love.

Hope will come, a hope that things
won’t last like this forever. Better times
will come for us.
Through the ages many people have
tried to stop Christmas; from that first
Christmas, when King Herod tried to
stop it, to the Grinch.
The Grinch who wanted to stop
Christmas by stealing folk’s joy, peace,
hope and love.
The Grinch, whose heart was two sizes
smaller. But even the Grinch realised
that no-one could stop Christmas when
they let that love in and here are his
words:
“Then the Grinch thought of something
he hadn't before! What if Christmas, he
thought, doesn't come from a store. What
if Christmas . . . perhaps . . . means a
little bit more!”
Dr Seuss, How the Grinch Stole
Christmas!
This year maybe Christmas will mean
more to you and I wish you peace, hope,
joy and love this Christmas and many
blessings for 2021.

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
For a Personal Service

Canonbie United
Parish Church

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

James Rae & Sons

Headstones and Memorials

● Headstones
● Memorials
● Children’s Memorials
● Desks and Vases
● Memorial Design
● Memorial Restoration

11a George Street ● Annan
01461 202083 ● www.jraeandsonsheadstones.co.uk

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
is part funded by
LEADER Dumfries & Galloway

and charitable trusts and individuals from the community of Langholm.

1,200 vaccinated
> From Page 1

Katherine Latimer of Latimers of
Langholm said the shop would be unable
to open after today after the government’s announcement that homeware
stores were now among other retailers
to be closed once Level 4 came into
operation.
She said: “The town had made such
progress, the shops were full, people
were shopping locally and now we’re
going from Level 1 to Level 4.”
The COVID-19 vaccination campaign
in Dumfries and Galloway is on course
to vaccinate care home residents and staff
with their second jab by January 16.
The first of the two jabs will have
been administered by today.
Immunity begins to develop after the
first dose but is fully established seven
days after the second.
Julie White, chief officer of the Health

and Social Care Partnership, said: “Care
homes are particularly vulnerable so
the protection this vaccine offers will
be a huge comfort and relief to residents
and their families as well as the staff.

Accelerate

“To date, 1,200 vaccinations have
been delivered to medical staff working
in patient-facing areas where they may
encounter patients with COVID-19.
It is expected the programme will
accelerate significantly when the Astra
Zeneca/Oxford vaccine is approved.
It is to become available next week.
Vaccination of people aged over 80
is scheduled to start on January 18,
subject to regulatory approval.
GP practices will schedule appointments for people aged over 80 in early
January so there is no need to contact
the practices or the NHS.

Ploughing halted after
breach of conditions
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Forestry watchdog steps in to investigate the loss of deep peat
SCOTTISH Forestry halted
work on a forestry planting
scheme near Langholm after
it discovered the company
was not complying with the
conditions.
The agency was alerted to the
possibility that landowner James
Jones & Sons Ltd of Lockerbie
was ploughing deep peat, which
is not allowed, at Tansy Hill.
The site is on Cleuchfoot, a
former sheep farm tenanted by
David and Alison Telfer.
Through social media Matt
Cross, a campaigner against
vast monoculture forestry, contacted Scottish Forestry and
alerted officials.
He had seen photos of the
planting and was concerned by
what they showed.
Last Friday a Scottish Forestry
spokesperson told the E&L
Advertiser: “We were grateful
to be alerted to the ground
preparation works at this tree
planting site.
“The
concerns
raised
were that contractors on the
privately-owned site had broken
UK Forestry Standards and had
ploughed into deep peat above
the allowed depth.
“Deep peat is very important
in sequestering and locking up
harmful C02 emissions so
no-one should be planting on
deep peat below 50 cm.
“Our woodland officers visited
the site very quickly and sampled various parts of the groundworks.

Investigations

“Initial investigations found
that on at least one occasion
these regulations on deep peat
had been broken.
“Subsequently, we asked work
on the site to stop immediately,
pending further investigations.
“This is normal practice when
we find works which appear
not to be complying with
forestry regulations.
“We now intend to carry out
a more detailed analysis at the
site before we decide on the
next steps.
“We have a number of regulatory and enforcement options
available to us. They could
include corrective action to
reinstate the site so the deep
peat is fully restored.”
The spokeperson updated the
situation on Monday and added:
“We had a positive meeting
with the contractor on the site
and they have agreed a plan to
reinstate the very small area of
deep peat which was disturbed
outwith our guidelines.
This is a satisfactory outcome

and we are pleased quick action
is being undertaken.”
He added that less than a
hectare of deep peat was disturbed out of the 30 hectares
which had been ploughed.
He said: “We have been discussing remediation measures
with the contractor and will
revisit the site once we are
informed that these works have
been completed.
“All sites are inspected as
part of our ongoing work and
any other sites, which are submitted in the area, will be
inspected.”
An RSPB spokesperson said:
“We support woodland expansion in Scotland, especially of
native woodlands, given the
nature and carbon benefits they
can provide.

Tansy Hill at Cleuchfoot Farm near Langholm is being ploughed to plant a conifer plantation

Carbon value

“Where trees are located,
whatever their purpose, is really
important to prevent damage
to areas of existing high nature
and carbon value.
“For this reason, planting on
deep peat is not allowed and
surveys are required to prevent
this.
“On the face of it, this planting
schemes appears to be on peaty
soils and we wonder whether
all the necessary checks and
detailed surveys have been made
before the application and before
consent was given.
“It feels like the system needs
tightening up to avoid this kind
of thing happening and we look
to landowners, forest agents
and Scottish Forestry to make
sure this happens.”
Oliver Mundell, Dumfriesshire
MSP, said: “The events at Tansy
Hill have confirmed many people’s worst fears about commercial forestry.
“It is clear that profits are
being put before the environment and the rules ignored.
“I’m worried this is not an
isolated incident and I would
like Scottish Forestry’s investigations to look at some of the
other recent planting in Eskdale
and commit to closer inspections
of future controversial plans,
including at Warblaw.

Monoculture

“Not only should planting on
peat be ringing alarm bells but
so too should be the need for
such speed. Large chunks of
good farmland and open hill
are being replaced by a monoculture of sitka spruce.
“I have asked the government
to confirm whether it’s aware
of the situation and plan to take
the matter further.”

Scottish Forestry stopped the work after it learned that ground preparation
work had breached conditions relating to deep peat

A query was raised with
Dumfries and Galloway
Council’s planning authority
by a member of the public about
the bridge built over the Logan
Water.
A council spokesperson said:
“Planning permission was
granted on October 16 for a
bridge. There were no planning
conditions attached to the consent.
“It was brought to our attention that works had begun at
the site. The matter was investigated and there are no breaches
of planning control at this time.”
The E&L Advertiser contacted
Gresham House, which is acting
for James Jones & Sons Ltd,
for a comment but the company
did not respond.

Elves deliver the goods

had Co-op vouchers for anyone
who needed them.
People can ring her on
07525 764 673 or Kerry
on 07860 131 496.
Santa’s little elves, aka Sue Toon
and Kerry Hinds deliver selection
boxes to Langholm Primary

TWO of Santa’s little elves
made a special delivery at
Langholm primary school
and nursery before they
broke up for the holiday.
Sue Toon and Kerry Hinds
of the Langholm Covid support
group gave selection boxes to
all the children.
Sue said: “We got an anonymous donation for the selection

boxes and the Covid group
also gave a small amount of
money to Langholm Playcare.
The Academy pupils were
given tubs of chocolates.
“We couldn’t go into the
school to hand them over but
the children were told that
Santa was doing an extra early
delivery just for them.”
Sue also said the group still

Billy was a
diamond

LANGHOLMITES were sad to
hear of the loss of a second
ex-Cornet earlier this week after
the death of Joe Donaldson the
previous week.
Billy Bell, 85, who died on
Saturday in the Thomas Hope
Hospital, was Cornet in 1958.
He leaves two sisters, Janet
Walton and Kathleen Tolson, and
three children, Christine Ewart,
Elaine Bramwell and Alistair Bell
as well as several grandchildren.
Billy first rode the common in
1948 as a young lad and joined
the Castle Craigs Club in 1949
before being elected Cornet in
1958.
He helped to unveil the cairn to
mark the 50th anniversary of the
Benty ride-out in 2010 and in
2018 celebrated his diamond
jubilee year.
Billy was also an accomplished
musician, playing the piano and
fiddle.
___________________

Clarity on
travelling

LANGHOLM COVID-19 support
group has sought clarification
from Eskdale’s MSP about the
rules on travel across the border
into England.
People have voiced their concern
and confusion about the latest
restrictions, particularly over
Christmas.
Oliver Mundell, Dumfriesshire
MSP, replied: “I have asked for
clarity from the Scottish Parliament Information Centre and will
get back to you as soon as
possible.
“This is exactly why I opposed
the blanket restrictions and called
for localised travel advice for
Cumbria for those living close to
the border to avoid that sort of
anxiety.”
The list of exemptions is at
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19guidance-on-travel-andtransport/#exemptions
Borders Buses has confirmed
there will be no impact on the
X95 between Edinburgh and
Carlisle when Scotland moves
into Level 4 on Saturday,
December 26. Services will
continue as normal.

Book
Booyour
k youeyetest
r eyetest ttoday
oday
Personal
fromyour
your
Personalcare
careand
andattention
attention from
first
withus.
us.
firstappointment
appointment with
Spectacles
ContactLenses
Lenses
Spectaclesand
& Contact
to suit
to
suitall
all budgets
budgets

ERIC
HAGAN

Longtown
Tel: 01228 791664
Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

O P T I C I A N S

www erichaganopticians co uk

Local heroes honoured
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EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND

Langholm .......................101
Newcastleton ................ 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council

.................................030 3333 3000
.............www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/streetlights etc) ............................
0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library ..
013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables

www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables

Scottish Borders Council ....
0330 100 1800
out of hours ..01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables
......www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES

Scottish Water
.....................0800 0778 778
......www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
.......................................105
.....www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ....
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries ........
03457 484 950
.........www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
.....................03000 996 699
.................www.sepa.org.uk
Amey (A7)
.....................0800 042 0188
...www.scottishtrunkroadsse
.amey.co.uk

POST OFFICES

Langholm .....013873 81109
Newcastleton ..013873 75361
Canonbie ......013873 71348
Rowanburn ...013873 71542

HOSPITALS

D&G Royal Infirmary
......................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
......................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital ...
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
.....................013873 80417

DOCTORS

Langholm .....013873 83100
Newcastleton ..013873 75100
Canonbie .....013873 71313
NHS24 ...........................111

CHURCHES

Langholm,Eskdalemuir Ewes and
Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk...07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

LANGHOLM celebrated its Local Heroes of 2020 last
Saturday during the outdoor illumination event on the
Castleholm.
Heart-shaped lanterns were made for every hero who
had been nominated anonymously for their contributions
as a business or volunteer.

BROWNS FAMILY
BUTCHERS:
I nominate Browns Family
Butcher. During the first
COVID-19 wave I was working
a lot in the hospital and my
hubby and two kids were at
home while I was trying to work
full time. I received a private
message from Browns asking
whether I wanted my order
cooked and delivered because
they knew how much we were
struggling to keep on top of
things. They went above and
beyond, delivering amazing
meals for us and I will never
forget their kindness at a really
difficult time. True local heroes
xx
For opening a business at such
a difficult time and making a
success of it.

ALAN WARWICK AND
EILIDH MCGREGOR:
Alan and Eilidh did all the
Eskdalemuir and Benty deliveries for us and the Co-op in
their own time.

JOHN RITCHIE:
John, who is in his mid-70s,
has kept his shop open in
Thomas Telford Road and never
missed a day during lockdown.
He can give cheek and insults
with your groceries but that’s
part of the charm.
John Ritchie was our COVID19 hero. Nothing was too much
trouble and he spent hours trying
to source food during lockdown

SCHOOLS

CHEMISTS

DENTISTS

Mark Buddy .013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening hours
01461 202508

much business as usual. Not
only this, he also had to put up
with customers who became
irate at being unable to get items,
had staff off ill and/or isolating
and his wife gave birth to their
daughter during this time.
When off duty, Gary was
inundated with messages on
Facebook from people making
requests and having general
questions about the store. Keeping the store going was a saviour
to the town, one for which I
know many, many people are
very grateful.

MARGARET POOL:
If you need anything done,
ask Margaret. She beavers away,
old style, never seeking recognition but because she cares.
During lockdown Margaret
led the charge on bringing in
extra funding to the town which
supported the day centre, the
COVID-19 support Group and
Outpost Arts. She distributed
kindling and did a hundred other
good things which people would

BILL CROSSAN:
He delivered every day for
three months in Langholm,
Canonbie, Ewes and other
places.

Langholm Primary
......................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
......................013873 80418
Newcastleton
......................013873 75240
Canonbie
......................013873 71336
Dalston Pharmacy, Langholm
......................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown
......................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.
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John Ritchie of New Town
Convenience Store

GARY COLLINS:
Gary is the manager of the
Co-op in Langholm and during
the initial lockdown worked
tirelessly to keep the store open
during their busiest ever period,
taking more than three times as

Quietly busy all the time,
Margaret Pool

never know about.
LANGHOLM
DAY CENTRE:
The marvellous job they have
done during this pandemic in
delivering super meals to us
vulnerable people and taking
care of our daily needs You are
our angels. Thank you xxx
Sandra and team for going the
extra mile to support the elderly
and housebound.

LINDA IRVING:
All through lockdown she has
continued to smile, be extra
helpful and just be a lovely person to bump into and brighten
the day. Wearing her crazy clown
wig at the beginning of lockdown to cheer up all she met,
really does say it all.
SUE TOON:
Amazing woman doing good
things with COVID support
group. Organising deliveries and

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

distributing food vouchers.
KERRY HINDS:
She has looked out for lots of
people in the community during
COVID-19. She has helped with
shopping and talked on the phone
to lonely folk who live alone.

BRYAN RAE:
I've seen how kind Bryan is
on the Co-op run with the oldies.
He takes their full bags from
them and I’ve been told that, at
their destination, he places them
on their doorstep. I noticed it
more while selling poppies at
the Co-op. There was a woman
who'd forgotten she needed
boxes of Roses and there was
no way she was going to be
able to carry them because of
her health issues.
I did offer to run them round
when I'd finished but Bryan,
bless him, offered to do it, bearing in mind the bus didn't go
past her door in Caroline Street.
Little things like that mean big
things to the infirm by allowing
them to keep a part of their
independence because, to be
fair, that's all they need to feel
valued.
I know of 99 year olds who
can use his bus because of the
low step, whereas the other town
buses are too difficult for them
to access. Not that I've experienced this myself but it has
been voiced.
Aren't they lucky that they
feel safe enough to venture
through the street or to the Coop?
The whole top and bottom of
Bryan is that he takes the time
in his day to make a difference.

BOB McLURE:
While we were working at
home during lockdown, my wife
and I always looked for Bob’s
Facebook post before starting
work. He posted images of his
beautiful paintings and we were
always looking forward to seeing
what the next one would be. It
lifted our spirits during a dark
and gloomy time. Bob had so
many talents and his courage in
cheering up others at a time
when he was facing his own
challenges is truly inspirational.

LANGHOLM YOUTH
RUGBY TRUST:
For the committee, coaches and
volunteers of. They have gone to
great efforts to restart youth rugby
coaching in the town in a safe
and appropriate way by implementing many new procedures
and safety measures.
These sessions are a fantastic
outlet for young people, more so
now than ever, with many other
activities for young people curtailed or stopped. They are fun
and safe and contribute to the
mental and physical well-being
of young people, including the
sociable benefits of taking part.

COVID Care local heroes Sue Toon and Kerry Hinds

Postie Linda Irving kept our spirits up during lockdown

Alan Warwick and Eilidh Macgregor “Walking Home for Christmas”

JOSH CALVERT:
Josh for the local hero because
of all the work he’s done with
the Common Riding, Town Band
and other virtual videos. It’s
certainly cheered people up.
For making our lives feel more
connected. The Common Riding
secret.
SHARON TOLSON:
For volunteering during lockdown. She got my shopping and
ran errands for me.
NHS CARE WORKERS

NEIGHBOURS:
acts of kindness.

Josh Calvert cheered everyone up
with his videos

Local Heroes

Furniture showroom
is in town’s auld style

Langholm furniture maker unveils exclusive work to the world
A SHOWROOM displaying
exclusive furniture and
ceramics has opened on the
outskirts of Langholm.
Daniel Lacey Design &
Furniture and Miles-Moore
Ceramics have put their work
on show at the former Langholm
Distillery, later Tolsons Garage.
Daniel has owned the property
for nine years and three years
ago was granted planning permission to install the window
display area.
Daniel said: “Work is ongoing
but the window display is 95
per cent of the way complete.
“As always, when working on
buildings of this age - built in
1765 - you need to expect the
unexpected.
“I certainly didn’t expect to
find that the corner of my house
was parting company with the
rest of the building.
“Fortunately, my father is
skilled at building work and it
was subsequently rebuilt with
some urgency using traditional
materials.

usually planked using my mobile
sawmill, and finished using
oils and lacquers from
environmentally-biased suppliers.
“The ceramics are from the
talented Miles-Moore Ceramics,
with whom I have collaborated
at Spring Fling, notably on the
Solway Log project.

or for events, like Spring Fling.
Daniel added: “Do please stop
and look and, I hope, enjoy.
Contact me with any enquiries
on 01387 380193, info@daniellacey.com

Alchemy

Daniel Lacey’s new showroom window at the former Langholm distillery

“The window and door design
is my take on the traditional
symmetrical shop frontage seen
on many shops in Langholm.

Characterful

“It is largely made from an
oak log I acquired when
Stapleton Road industrial park

in Annan was being developed
from farmland.
“The floor makes use of some
of the more characterful timber
from the same tree as the
frontage but is fumed dark as a
contrast against my furniture.
“Much of the furniture is made
from locally-sourced hardwoods,

“The Tokkuri and sake saucers
set in the window have a bog
oak glaze, created by their special alchemy using sawdust from
my work on the 5,300 year old
bog oak.”
Daniel mainly works on
bespoke commissioned furniture,
exclusive and with no repeats,
but to show my work I exhibit
at various events annually, or
rather hope to do so again in a
post-COVID-19 world.
The window pieces are either
exhibition, limited edition pieces
or small, home accessories. The
display will change over the
year whether from work selling

Daniel Lacey with Siobhan and
Martin Miles-Moore in the Glenesk
Road workshop in Langholm

“Appointments only at my
Glenesk Road workshop/studio,
following government safety
guidelines.

Christmas Greetings

THE pupils in P6/P7 at Canonbie Primary School have been learning how to read and write
Roman numerals.
They have also explored where they are used in our everyday lives.
After choosing different challenges in class, they then worked in their co-operative teams to
produce clockfaces with Roman numerals.
There was some great teamwork by the children.
The Nursery children really enjoyed their Saturday morning movie recently.
Each child, who attended, made three different crafts and had a special snack.
The children then watched Frozen, which they chose as a favourite movie.
This was a very popular and successful fundraiser for the school.
Many thanks were given to all those involved in making it happen.

Drove Road, Langholm

Wishing a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year
to all my family, friends
and neighbours

Conversion
of home

CARE Visions Residential of
Stirling has received unconditional approval to convert Orca
House in Chapelknowe from a
residential children’s home into
a house.
____________________

Change to
two flats

A PLAN to convert two flats
into one house by Stevie Jardine
of 8 Charlotte Street has been
given unconditional approval
by Dumfries and Galloway’s
planning authority.
____________________

Do as the Romans did

KARL
NAWROCKI

IN BRIEF

Thursday December 24, 2020 5

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser • Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

Townfoot is
best street

THE winners of the Langholm
Christmas lights committee
raffle.
Hamper, Evelyn Storey; wine,
Emma Cuthbertson, Mairi
Telford, Lesley Reid, Meg
Braithwaite, Aileen Grant.
Car vacuum, Sheila Graham;
£5 coin, Tom Stothart; iron,
Joan Cubbon; Milk Tray, M
Foster; box of toiletries, Jean
Ellwood; microwave hot plate,
Kath Murray; fitted double vallance sheet, Barbara Addison.
The committee also organised
the best Christmassy street competition and this was a hotlycontested event as residents in
a number of streets made a lot
of effort with their decorations.
The competition was judged
by Nicol Nicolson, commercial
manager of the Langholm
Alliance and he chose Townfoot
as the winner.

LANGHOLM
DAY CENTRE

EMILY BELL

would like to wish everyone a
Happy Christmas and
best wishes for a
happy and healthy New Year
Thank you to everyone for your
continued support

Wishing all friends
and neighbours
Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year

Eskdaill Street, Langholm
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Farming on the Border

MSP’s dog attack
bill is progressing

In association with
C & D AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

Have your say in
respiratory survey

WITH respiratory disease a
common issue on farms in
winter, views are being sought
on methods to measure the
quality of life in cattle, particularly calves.
Respiratory disease can affect
the functioning of the animal
and has a major impact on its
quality of life or the psychological experience of life.
Health-related quality-of-life
tools (HRQoL) have been
developed for other species to
capture how the disease ‘feels’
to the animal.
A team at Scotland’s Rural
College (SRUC) is involved in
a project to develop a similar
tool to assess the quality of life
of calves with bovine respiratory
disease (BRD).
To determine which indicators
to include, it’s conducting a
survey of beef and dairy farmers,
calf-rearing
units,

consultants and vets.
The researchers said a
quality-of-life tool would be a
major advancement in detecting
disease and ultimately lead to
better treatments, care and outcomes for calves.
David Bell said: “While there
are a number of clinical methods
to assess respiratory disease, to
be able to fully understand the
impact of disease on the animal,
a method for measuring quality
of life is needed.
“Participating in this and giving your opinion will help us
establish what is useful for
assessing the overall well-being
of calves with respiratory disease.”
Responses to the survey, which
closes on January 25, will be
anonymous.
Visit:
https://forms.gle/HVgEdKz5P
ETwfZ7C6

SOLWAY AGRICULTURE
LIMITED
Glasgow Road, Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire
DG11 2SE
Tel. Lockerbie (01576) 204124

Fax. Lockerbie (01576) 203806

Beet Pulp Pellets,
Barley Grains,
NB Grains, Wheat Grains
Rolled Barley,
Wheatfeed, Rapemeal,
Hi Pro Soya, etc.
Can be mixed to your
requirements
Collect or deliver ex Laurmar,
Heathall Ind. Est., Dumfries
Bekina Wellingtons,
Waterproof Leggings &
Jackets, Boiler Suits, etc

FOR ALL LAMBING
REQUIREMENTS
lamb colostrum, lambs milk,
bottles, teats, lammacs,
castration rings and pliers
marking sprays etc.

sentence), a £5,000 fine or both.
It gives clarity to Scotland’s
legal profession about the severity of the offence and application
of the law which, currently, can
be confusing and relies on 67year-old legislation.
The committee said it supported the general principles of
the Dogs (Protection of Livestock) (Amendment) (Scotland)
bill, if Ms Harper worked with
the government to clarify certain
sections.

Emma Harper with Andrew McCornick, NFUS president, and farmers Simon
Redman and Ian McKnight who farm in Galloway

NEW legislation, being taken
forward by South Scotland
SNP MSP Emma Harper,
which seeks to address rising
levels of livestock worrying,
is progressing through the
Scottish parliament.
The rural economy and con-

C&D Auction Marts Ltd had forward 4,890 store lambs and feeding
ewes at Longtown on Tuesday, December 15.
Another large show attracted the
usual clients. Trade was brisk
throughout the sale and all classes
were only slightly cheaper than last
week’s extreme rates.
Top £100 for a Beltex from Linda
Bell, Moss Edge; others to £94, £93
Abbots Close, £90 Cleamire; Texels
to £95 from 6 Bushfield (Storey),
£91 Windy Hill, £90.50 Pilmuir;
Suffolks to £95 Satchells, £88.50
Twislehope, £88 Grindon Hill;
Charollais to £89 Coolingel; Greyfaces to £87 Grindon Hill, £82.50
North Gillbank; Cheviot Mule to
£85 Dodgsonstown, £82.50 Clonhie;
North Country Cheviot to £86.50,
£81 North Synton, £83 Newton Farmhouse, £81 Satchells; Kerry Hills to
£75.50 Derskelpin Farmers; Easy
Cares to £67 Blackhaugh; Blackfaces
to £80 Wanwood Hill, £76, £75, £73
Drummuckloch, £70 Glenkiln; Hill
Cheviots to £70.50, £67 Twislehope,
£70, £69 Skelfhill, £67 Satchells &
West Hott Bank; Swaledales to £62
The Dairy, £56.50 Millbeck Hall;
Herdwicks to £58.50, £55.50 Millbeck Hall; Shetlands to £55 Kernal
Hill; Welsh to £55.50 Fell of
Lochronald.
Feeding ewes (245) were a strong
trade. Top £97, £93 for Texels from
Coolingel; Suffolks to £97 Firth &
Coolingel; Dorsets to £88.50 Coolingel. Hill ewes to £66 for Cheviots
from Coolingel; Blackfaces to £63
West Hott Bank; Swaledales to £55
Coolingel. Cast rams to £97 for Le-

nectivity committee has just
produced its Stage 1 report.
The member’s bill will give
extra powers to investigate and
enforce the offence of livestock
worrying and increase the maximum penalty to six months’
imprisonment (suspended

The bill, which extends the
definition of livestock to include
other farmed animal such as
llamas, deer and buffalo, will
allow a court to make an order
disqualifying convicted persons
from owning or keeping a dog
or preventing them for taking
dogs onto agricultural land
where livestock is present.

Ms Harper said: “My bill has
had unanimous backing from
leading agricultural, animal welfare and outdoor access bodies.
A consultation received more
than 800 responses from farmers, dog owners and those in
the agricultural community who
agreed the current legislation
was outdated and supported the
bill’s principles.
“Dog attacks cause suffering
to farm animals and significant
financial cost to farmers.
“The evidence from stakeholders highlighted areas in the
bill, on which the committee
considers more clarity and/or
amendment is needed.
“I will work with committee
members and the government
on these concerns to ensure we
have a bill everyone can
support.”

RC Taylor, Easter Ochtermuthill,
Crieff. Blackface lambs topped at
225ppk consigned by G&T
Archibald, Craigens farm, Isle of Islay. Cheviot lambs topped at 268ppk
consigned by M/s A Reid & Co,
Glendearg, Eskdalemuir.
A bumper show of lambs handled
with ease, being at least 10ppk dearer
than most other centres and a long
way in front of deadweight returns,
cementing Longtown’s reputation as
the leading centre in the north for
all classes and quantities of primestock. Overall average of 218.7p
(SQQ 224.3p).
Principal prices (per head): Texel
£139 Crailloch, £134 Muicleugh,
£132, £124 Wanton Walls, £123
Mainside, £122 Allanshaws & Wanton Walls, £120 Muircleugh, Falla
& Four O Boot. Suffolk £138 Allanshaws, £129 North House, £110
Knock, £108 Grindon Hill & Morley
Hill, £105. Hillend, Knock & Milton
of Gollanfield, £104 Ballie. Beltex
£135, £130 Easter Ochtermuthill,
£129 Kirk House & High Hall, £128,
£127 Killocraw, £127 Cloggers Cottage, £126 Arnmannoch, £125, £124
Easter Ochtermuthill, £124 High
Hall & Killocraw, £122 Gallowberry,
£120 High Hall & Auchengray.
Charollais £130 Thackwood, £128
Killocraw. Cheviot £110, £104 Glendearg, £100 Killocraw, £99 Arnmannoch, £98.50 Glendearg, £97 Kirk
House, £95.50, £95 Wicketthorn,
£95 Glendearg. North Country
Cheviot £104.50, £97 Allanshaws.
Blackface £97, £90 Cowbunrigg,
£90 Glenrath. Cheviot Mule £97
Kirk House, £95.50 Ballie. Mule

£94 Newtown & Pitland Hills, £92.50
Newtown, £92 Pitland Hills, £91.50
Gallowberry, £91 Riggshield, £90.50
Cowburnrigg. Herdwick £91 Orthwaite Hall.
A massive entry of 4,284 cast ewes
and rams was sold with ease with
34 accounts in operation, ensuring a
very competitive ring of buyers. Last
week’s blistering rates of return were
continued, still many more can be
sold to vendors’ advantage and are
needed weekly to satisfy a growing
customer demand.
Heavy ewes maintained high rates
of return, while lighter ewes, especially continental bred ewes, proved
to be the trade of the day.
Suffolk ewes again proved very
good to cash, topping at £128 for a
pen of Suffolk cross mule ewes consigned by M/s J & E Walby, East
House farm, Ponteland.
Mule ewes remain a big trade, topping at £100 for a pen of 30 consigned
by J & D Longlands Ltd, Tone Hall,
Hexham.
Hill ewes were very good to sell
and in massive demand, topping at
£88 for Cheviots from DM Nicoll,
West Newlandhead, Dundee.
Rams remain in demand and sold
to £150 on two occasions: firstly,
for a Charollais from Beckfoot; and
for a Texel from S Robson, Toft
House, Otterburn.
Averages. Lambs: light to 247p
(215.6p); standard to 342p (223.8p);
medium to 317p (225.4p); heavy to
264p (206.7p); overweight to 237p
(189.3p). Ewes: light to £88 (£62.12);
heavy to £182 (£97.97). Rams: £150
(£100.66).

Definition

Around the marts

icesters from Sweetbit; Suffolks to
£80 Coolingel; Texels to £93 Sweetbit, who also sold Kerry Hills at
£78; Blackfaces to £75 Ryehills.
The mart had forward 9,781 sheep
comprising 5,497 prime lambs and
4,284 cast ewes and rams at the
weekly sale on Thursday, December
17.
Cast cows were a similar entry
and maintained recent rates, with an
extra buyer operating at ringside.
The sale topped at £921 and £884
for Limousin cows shown by Wanwood Partners, Wanwood Hill, who
also topped the price per kilo at
133p and 128p. More numbers needed weekly to fulfil buyer demand.
A strong show of 5,497 top quality
prime lambs was forward and slightly
dearer on last week’s high rates of
return.
Best Beltex lambs were on fire,
trading between 280p and 300p, topping the price per kilo at 342p from
DS & RC Taylor, Easter Ochtermuthill, Perth, whose run of 25
Beltex lambs sold to average a 41kg,
296p and a staggering £123.16. Several pens broke the 310ppk barrier.
Commercial export lambs traded between 225p and 235p. Top price per
head of £139 for Texel lambs consigned by A & H McColm, Crailloch,
Port William.
Heavy lambs continue to sell well
albeit slightly easier on the week.
Light lambs were forward in similar
numbers and very similar on the
week, easily maintaining last week’s
blistering rates. Topping at 342p was
a pen of expertly finished Beltex
lambs consigned by Messrs DS &

Environment champion
warns of climate threat
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Councillor says there will be heavier rainfall, flooding and sea level rise
A REPORT on the activity
of Dumfries and Galloway
Council’s environment champion has been submitted to
the local authority.
In the last few years the enormity of the risk associated with
failing to tackle climate change
has been widely recognised.
In June 2019 the council
agreed to adopt a Climate
Emergency Declaration to
address the effects of climate
change on the region.
As part of that process, it
appointed councillor Dougie
Campbell the council’s environment champion.

Councillor Dougie Campbell,
Dumfries and Galloway Council’s
environment champion

He submitted his annual report
to a meeting of the full council,
providing evidence of the continued and significant activity
undertaken as well as his personal contribution and leadership in this role.
His remit includes highlighting and addressing the challenges associated with the
impacts of climate change and
the opportunities associated
with reducing the council’s carbon emissions;
bringing together those with
an interest in climate change
and carbon reductions among
the region’s communities, stakeholders and partners;
encouraging co-operation in
promoting climate change and
carbon reduction in the council
and community planning partnership;
providing political leadership
and representation on climate
change.
In his report he said: “Climate
change is already here and in
the years to come we’ll experience summers which are
warmer and drier.
“Winters will be milder and
wetter with reduced frost and

snow and there will be more
frequent instances of intense
heavy rainfall, flooding and sea
level rise.
“While some of these changes
might seem appealing, all this
change, brought about by a
global temperature rise will
have a significant impact on
our lives and threaten our
already fragile ecosystems and
biodiversity.”
He added: “Although affected
by the pandemic, it has been a
busy year.
“Myself, fellow members on
the cross-party working group
and members of the officer
working group have continued
with our dedication to combat
the effects of climate change.
“I am also proud of our
achievement this year of
becoming a carbon literate
organisation, the first nonmetropolitan local authority in
Scotland to do this.
“The level of enthusiasm in
our communities and stakeholders has been apparent and
welcome to me.
“Things are now picking up
pace, as they must, to achieve
our ambitious commitment for
the region to be net carbon zero
by 2025.”
The council is committed to
encouraging understanding of
how the way people live and
work in the region has an impact
on climate change;
empowering communities and
stakeholders to make significant
changes to reduce emissions
and adapt to a low-carbon
approach;
leading on the transition to
cleaner and greener technologies;
promoting and protecting the
region's natural environment;
contributing to a greener economy and maximising the
region's green energy potential.
Council departments have climate change at the heart of
their activities and will consider
this priority in all future policies
and practices.
The council is working with
many organisations in the region
and nationally to develop a
regional baseline emissions inventory.
This baseline will be the basis
to inform the strategic plan to
guide the region to net zero
carbon in line with the 12-point
plan.

Stay safe this festive season.
The safest way to spend this festive season is at home with
your own household. But if you do decide to form a bubble,
follow these tips to help protect those most at risk:

Open windows to let in as
much fresh air as you can
before, during and after a visit.

Clean touch points
regularly, such as door
handles and surfaces.

Avoid sharing cutlery or crockery, and try
to keep a 2 metre distance at all times.
Try to keep to two households (including 1 extended)/
1 bubble only/8 adults max.
Limit social contact with anyone outside your bubble before and after
23 - 27 December and limit time with your festive bubble during this
window – ideally no more than one day.
Avoid travelling to and from areas with the highest
level restriction in each nation.
Stopping the spread starts with all of us.
#WeAreScotland
gov.scot/coronavirus

the E&L Babies 2020  
  Merry Christmas from
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Noah Gary Paisley - 9th June

Noah would like to wish all family and friends a
happy and healthy New Year
Noah’s parents are Nicole and Gary Paisley

Isaac Waitt - 26th March

Isaac hopes everyone has a very Merry Christmas and
a Healthy New Year. Isaac’s parents are Ashley Wills
and Ewan Waitt first grandson for Susie and Dougie

Happy New Year
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Phoebe Alice Yarrow - 12th May

Phoebe wishes a healthy, happy and safe year to all
family and friends. Phoebe’s parents are Lauren and
David Yarrow and she is the little sister of Finlay
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Better early warning
system to be devised

Newcastleton villagers are urged to protect their own houses
A BETTER early warning system is needed in Newcastleton
after the catastrophic flooding
last February.
About 100 homes were flooded
by the Liddel Water during
Storm Dennis on the evening
of the 15th.
Part of the problem was that
the flood was caused by both
rainfall and snowmelt, creating
unprecedented levels of water.
The Scottish Environment
Protection Agency (SEPA) measures do not capture snowmelt.
Newcastleton Community
Council says it is also considering how the community can
undertake gravel extraction itself
and use the spoils to support
other community projects and
path networks and how this
might be funded.
The council understands many
residents are frustrated about
the lack of progress and
follow-up after Storm Dennis
and the council and resilience
group agree but actions are

slowly beginning to be taken.
The council has several other
priorities: make the riverside as
safe as possible, given the erosion issues and exposed cables;
support the resilience group and
helping them secure the training
and support they need;
create a community flood
defence group able to liaise with
Scottish Borders and Dumfries
and Galloway councils, which
manage the SEPA relationship
for the Liddel;

(SPEN).
The spokesperson added: “SPEN
has surveyed the banking and
will relocate the exposed power
supply cable and some of the
poles.
“The trust has signed the
wayleaves granting permission
to start work.

Unstable

Subscribe

encourage all residents to subscribe to the SEPA flood alert
service and buy flood defences
for their properties to better protect themselves;
work with the public sector
agencies to bring forward the
planned flood defence programme as soon as possible.
The community council is again
asking for volunteers to help
create a community flood group
to support its work in taking
solutions forward.

The Liddel Water, taken from Whithaugh Bridge, on the afternoon of last
February’s flood which swept away the fence

A spokesperson said: “The community has a very strong chance
of pushing forward the flood
development proposals, given
the overwhelming level of support these got after the consultation and study in 2019.
“We need support to keep this

momentum going so please consider giving up some time to
help us achieve this.”
With regard to erosion on the
riverside, the council has met
the Community Trust, Scottish
Borders Council engineers and
ScottishPower Energy Networks

“The community council and
trust have agreed to adopt council officers’ recommendation
and the fence, which was washed
away during the flood, will be
moved forward significantly
when it is reinstated.
“The fence line will be placed
near the path to enable a safe
space around the telegraph pole
which will, in time, be relocated
because the line supports are
unstable on the riverside.
“This means much of the grass
verge below Whithaugh Bridge
will be fenced off, limiting
access to the riverside.
“A new fence will be put up as
soon as funds allow.”

Raising money while they walk
HELEN Foster and Alison Murray are to be
seen out and about on Langholm walks or
further afield in better weather.
This December they decided to make use of
their walking and do a sponsored walk.
They took part in Walking for the Wounded’s
festive campaign, Walking Home for
Christmas.
This is a campaign to help raise funds for veterans who served and who are in need of urgent
mental health care.
Walking with the Wounded’s annual, nationwide
walking challenge to support their work with
the NHS empowers former military personnel
and their families to get help and thrive once
more.
Helen and Alison set a goal to walk a minimum
of 10 miles last Sunday.
Helen said: “It was a challenging walk through
the mud, wind and, at times, torrential rain but
we managed to achieve 12.4 miles and raise a
total of £187.04 for the cause.”

Helen Foster, right, and Alison Murray of Langholm raise money for Walking for the Wounded’s festive campaign

IN BRIEF
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Greg gives
his thanks

THE chairman of Newcastleton
Community Council has
thanked his colleagues and
everyone in the community for
their support during the most
tumultuous year anyone can
remember.
To have maintained the good
humour, kindness and the care
shown to many who needed it
spoke volumes, said Greg
Cuthbert.
He added: “In what we hoped
was the start of a bright new
decade soon developed into a
time which has tested us all.”
The flooding on February 15
brought much destruction and
shock to the village and it was
still hard to believe they had
come through it.
He said: “The work on the
night from the fire service,
resilience team, the council
employees and the health centre
was complemented by an
astonishing reaction from the
villagers who turned out in
numbers to help with, at times,
life-saving situations.
“Prevention of a similar event
has to be addressed and the
community council wants to
start a flood group as soon as
possible to look at all possible
outcomes.”
Only one week after getting
the final flooded household into
accommodation, COVID-19
struck.

Fantastic job

Greg said: “Our businesses
did a fantastic job of making
sure we had little worry over
food supply, looking after the
elderly and those shielding.
“Let us not forget the school
and all its support staff who
have kept our children in education since August when many
other areas have not.”
“The council wishes to formally note thanks to all the
resilience team volunteers who
gave up hours of their time to
help look after the most vulnerable and deliver the muchloved ‘goody bags’.
“We also thank the army of
bakers, helpers and supporters
who provided the contents we
all enjoyed so much.
“Their efforts made dark days
brighter and helped many of us
cope during bleak times.”
He added: “It has been a challenging year.
“The community council has
strived to do its best for all but
we will never be right all the
time.
“Mistakes have and will be
made but be assured we work
tirelessly for this community.
“As a council and a community what we have achieved in
the last 12 months has been
phenomenal.”
He also thanked outgoing
chairwoman Laura Paterson for
her contribution.

We all love Sparkle
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

12 Thursday December 24, 2020

Canonbie
cracker

CANONBIE SWI president
Gill Bailey welcomed everyone
to the second Zoom meeting
last Thursday.
Gill began by thanking Liz
Walters for the Christmas letter
which was delivered to all members. Well done Liz, it was very
informative, just what was needed to keep everyone in touch.
After Doreen had read the
minutes from the previous meeting, Gill thanked Diane for
co-ordinating this meeting and
organising the orders and
delivery of the lockdown in
planning books.
Liz ran through the finances
and the good news was that all
25 members had joined again.
Congratulations to the team
who got through to the finals
in the Ruralympics which are
rescheduled to September 5,
2021 in Perth.
Congratulations to Liz who
achieved second place in the
prestigious Evelyn Baxter competition for embroidery.
The competition for the
evening was recycled Christmas
decorations. There were no winners but lots of good ideas, including a plastic lemonade bottle, a lovely Christmas tree
bauble, lights in a recycled bottle, a hanging star from a beaded
necklace, Christmas trees from
recycled glass and corkscrew
hazel, recycled gift bags and
crackers.
The next meeting is on
January 21 and there will be a
talk on the Korean theatre of
war 1953/1956.
The competition will be the
most useful Christmas present
received. Merry Christmas to
all members.
____________________

THE Early Learning Child
Care children at Langholm
Playcare have settled in really
well since coming back after
lockdown.
Staff have put in place
COVID-19 guidelines such as
social distancing at drop-off and
pick-up times.
The children’s temperature is
taken on arrival and hand-washing is done regularly during the
day as well as at arrival and
departure times.
Staff wear masks in the corridors, kitchen and when meeting
parents at the front door.
Cleaning is done every day
and toys and equipment are
quarantined.
Technology is used a lot more
for information being sent home
to parents using the Parent Zone
app.
Parents are kept up to date
every day with what their children are experiencing through
learning, snacks, lunches and
outdoor play.
Outdoor play is very important
in building a child’s resilience
and is good for their mental
well-being.
They have been busy out and
about in the community, going
on nature walks and foraging.
Staff have shown the children

Outdoor play is very important in building a child’s resilience
and is good for their mental well-being.

experiment with the children
so they can see for themselves
how germs get washed away.
Sadly, there will be no Christmas parties or a Santa visit but
staff have plenty of fun and
magical activities planned to
lift the children’s spirits.

He arrived wrapped in a
Christmas present and the look
on the children’s faces when
they opened it up was fabulous.
It was decided to name him
and all the children wrote down
a name.

In ELCC they had a mischievous
visitor; Elf on the Shelf has
been making the children laugh
at all his cheeky antics.

The winner was drawn out of
a hat and the elf became Sparkle,
although sometimes this gets
changed throughout the week.
The children have started doing
a countdown to the holidays
with a book advent calendar.
Each day a different child
opens a book which has been
wrapped and that is their special
book for the day.
They have been inspired by
all the birds they see at the bird
feeders and a wee robin comes
to visit often.
On the window there are lovely
robin pictures which the children
have created and they look very
cute.
They made sparkly star pictures
to go up on the window and
hoping they would twinkle like

Job Start
Payment

YOUNG people, who are starting work or have started a job
in the last three months, including temporary Christmas
jobs, should check whether they
qualify for Job Start Payment.
The one-off cash payment of
£250 is open to 16 to 24 year
olds who have been out of paid
work and on a qualifying benefit
for at least six months. The
payment rises to £400 if the
person has a child.
The job must average 12 hours
a week over a four-week period
but doesn’t need to be permanent.
The money can be spent on
anything they need like travel
costs, lunches, tools or new
clothes.
Find out more and apply at
mygov.scot or call 0800 182
2222.
If they are a care leaver, they
can access this support up to
aged 25. They need to be on a
qualifying benefit when they
get the job offer but don’t need
to have been in receipt of this
benefit for a set time period.

The ELCC children have named
their elf Sparkle

how to wash and dry their hands
using the correct procedures
and doing a fun handwashing

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Sparkle

Playing with fallen leaves in the autumn sunshine

the real stars.
They have looked at stars on
the projector screen and have a
star interest table which is attracting
lot of attention.
They’ve been doing mindfulness
techniques using the STAR points
to breathe in and out; it made
everyone feel nice and relaxed.

This week has a Christmas
theme so every day they do something fun and festive either indoors
or outdoors to make the last week
special for all the boys and girls.
Langholm Playcare Ltd would
like to wish everyone a Merry
Christmas and a Happy and
Healthy New Year.

The numbers add up for
brilliant mathematicians
SUMS are their specialist
subject and so they proved in
a national competition against
more than 1,000 other school
classes.
The P6/P7 class at Newcastleton
Primary School entered the motivational Sumdog Maths competition earlier this month.
Each pupil had up to 1,000
questions to answer over the
following week.
They competed against 1,129

classes who qualified from
Scotland, England, Wales and
Northern Ireland.
The teams from Newcastleton
performed brilliantly, so much so
that the P6 children finished in a
fantastic ninth place and the P7
children finished in an amazing
seventh place.
This is an incredible achievement
for this small, rural school.
A huge well done goes to all the
P6 and P7 children who took part.

The successful pupils at Newcastleton who did so well in a national maths competition

The E&L Gallery
www.eladvertiser.co.uk
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A Winter’s sunrise captured by Sharon Tolson

Waxing lyrical..........
CHRISTMAS

By The Laverock Rhymer
I’m dreaming of a light Christmas

Unlike the ones we used to know
We’ll become distressed
By only virtual guests
Perhaps if we’re lucky it will snow

I know we’ll still decorate the house
With candles and baubles and lights
The tree will shimmer
The tinsel will glimmer
But no one will be there at nights

Christmas cards will arrive by post
To brighten up the mantelpiece
Dickensian themes
Or Arabian dreams
And an odd one from a long lost niece

No grandchildren no Santa Claus
On Christmas morn it’s rather flat
Breakfast for two
No queue for the loo
It seems pointless to wear a paper hat

The presents are lying under the tree
To open them we’ll go on Zoom
The shapes excite
We hope they delight
But there is only us in the room

The carols ring out across the house
The hopeful message loud and clear
Choirs sing so bright
It’s Silent Night
This will bring us some Christmas Cheer
I’ll go and put the turkey on
It’s no bigger than a duck
Drizzled with oil
Wrapped up in foil
Ready by one o ‘clock with luck

It’s time to have an aperitif
To celebrate the festive season
Proseco’s the bizz
But not Bucks fizz
(Champagne ruined for no good reason)
We will have to finish the bottle
It goes flat quickly - so it’s said!
We’ll toast the Queen
And all those unseen
Try to get COVID out of our head
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If you’ve put pen to paper and written a poem, please send it in.
We’d be happy to publish it in our “Waxing Lyrical” section.
Send it to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk or pop it through the letterbox.

Smells from the kitchen driving us wild
Dinner is ready let’s pull a cracker
There’s a corny joke
A hat in a poke
And a tube of crimson nail lacquer

We gaze at each other across the table
Joie de Vivre is definitely lost
In spite of our doubts
And the Brussels sprouts
We really enjoyed the bread sauce
Will we bother to set the pud on fire
As Christmas tradition demands
Let’s get the brandy
Create some drama
Hit the drums and roll out the bands

Past dinner the time drags on and on
My watch says it’s half past two
We could have more booze
Or go for a snooze
Or think of Yuletide things to do
Where Eagles Dare is on the box
We’ve seen it five times before
But for auld times sake
If we can stay awake
We could enjoy it one time more

We could try some party games for two
Twister wouldn’t be much of a thrill
Neither would cards
Nor playing charades
But scrabble might just fit the bill

In many households similar feelings
Where isolation takes its toll
Encounters fleeting
No family meeting
Life as we know it is on hold
But we know it’s only for one year
Next December we’ll whoop it up
Limits no more
Parties galore
We’ll drink again from the Christmas cup

The light fantastic
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Lanterns and lasers light up Langholm for a great cause

IT WAS a spectacular evening of entertainment, despite the heavy rain,
and lit up the Castleholm with a myriad of colours to delight everyone
who walked through.
Centre Stage Community Theatre organised the event which doubled up
as a celebration of Langholm’s Local Heroes of 2020, a year in which the
community faced so many challenges but took them on. They were presented with heart-shaped lanterns.

Photos by Nicol Nicolson and Glen Cavers

Linda Irving and her lantern

The Miller family enjoy the
spectacle

An eerie looking Langholm Castle bathed in red light

The Castleholm looked spectacular

Everyone enjoys the lights, lanterns and lasers, despite the weather

E&L CLASSIFIEDS E&L JOB SPOT
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PLUMBING & HEATING

CHIMNEY SWEEP

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

COMMISSIONING
▪
SERVICING
▪
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie
DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773
m. 07801 658561

TO LET

Chimneys and
Stove Flues swept.
Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819
SCRAP METAL

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE

TO LET - LANGHOLM

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN
Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk

CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries
Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal
Big or small
we remove it all
Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

LANGHOLM EWES & WESTERKIRK
COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Requires

A MINUTES SECRETARY
The Role will involve attending our Monthly
Meeting and taking the minutes of that
meeting. These are held on the First Monday
of every month except January and August.
There will be an honorarium for this post.
If you are interested in applying for the role
please contact either
John Galloway at
johngalloway18@gmail.com
or by telephone on 07739 486183
or Robert Dickson at
robertdickson47@yahoo.co.uk or by
telephone on 013873 80949
PUBLIC NOTICES

MOBILE
POST OFFICE

PUBLIC NOTICES

Calendar
2021

TOWN HALL CAR PARK
WEDNESDAYS
12 noon - 3.30pm

A
Advert
Adver
Adve
Adv
Advertiser
Advertise
Advertis
Adverti
d
2021 Calendar

ON
LY
£6
DECK THE HALLS with an E&L CALENDAR
The E&L Calendar 2021 has arrived! A4 Size.
Available from our offices at 54 High Street, Langholm.
Only £6 - featuring photos which have featured on the
E&L Gallery page. Get yours now! ........The perfect gift!

To
advertise
in the
E&L
Advertiser
please call

013873
80012

FRIDAYS - 9am - 2pm
Closed Christmas Day
___________________________

No mobile Royal Bank service at the moment
COMPLAINTS

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER

COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in
The Eskdale and Liddesdale Advertiser, please
come into the office on Langholm High Street and
speak to the editor, Rachel Norris.

Alternatively, please contact the Company Secretary
by email – secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk
or by writing to:The Company Secretary
Muckle Toon Media
Ashley Bank House
Langholm DG13 0AN

Advertise in the E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised how little it costs!

An advert this size, 5cm x 2 columns,
will only cost £15 + VAT each for 12 inserts.
This can include your logo or other graphic and
can be designed in-house.
Contact 013873 80012 for details.

Sports News

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
TUESDAY 29th DECEMBER

Festive race-card
Thursday December 24, 2020

Sponsored by KELSO RACES 01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Horseracing

Nicky Richards, based at
Greystoke, near Penrith, also
expects to have a runner or two.
He said: “Court Dreaming
could go for the first race on the
card and he has already won for
us this season over three miles.
“The only previous time he’s
been to Kelso was when he won
over hurdles there a couple of
years ago.
“Chapel Stile is likely to go,
in his case for the Racing TV
Handicap Hurdle over two miles,
six furlongs.
“He was a close runner-up over
the same trip at Kelso three years

LANGHOLM RFC were
greatly saddened to hear of
the death last week of one of
the club’s great stalwarts.
Joe Donaldson had been
involved with the club for
almost 70 years as a player,
long-serving committee man,
president and life member.
As a player, he was a member
of the great Langholm squad
of 1958/59 which won both the
Scottish championship and the
Border League that year.
He served for many years as
a committee member and was

Ice rink receives grant

Back: John Elliot,
Andy Warwick,
George Sadler
Front:
Robbie Wylie, Gibby
Davidson and
Zander Turnbull

E&L

It has been a tough year for the rink.
The high season was cut short by COVID19 restrictions and was forced to close in
March.
The ice rink has been non-operational
since then and the revenue stream it
would normally receive from venue hire
during the low season was also stopped
by the restrictions.

SPORT

Relief

Lockerbie Ice Rink plans to re-open in October 2021

Online Subscriptions to the E&L Advertiser
now available from only £1 per week

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’. Published weekly and available to read
anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

WHAT A GREAT IDEA FOR A CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR YOUR FAR-FLUNG FRIENDS AND RELATIVES!!

Simply log-on to www.eladvertiser.co.uk and click the link to subscribe

Published by Muckle Toon Media CIC - a Community Interest Company, at their offices, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH. Telephone 013873 80012

938740

Margaret Taylor, chairperson, said: “This
grant is a huge relief.
“We can plan to reopen next October
without severe financial pressure and a
cut in our permanent staff.
“We will restructure and make the rink
more sustainable and suited to the role it
plays in the community.”

Joe Donaldson
(back right)
pictured with
LRFC team mates

771472

LOCKERBIE Ice Rink has welcomed
£36,000 in grant support from South
of Scotland Enterprise to help it recover
from the COVID-19 pandemic.
The much-loved ice rink is a major
sporting venue in the town and its surrounding rural communities.
It has provided curling and skating for
all ages and abilities since it began in
1967 and is home to Lockerbie Wheelchair
Curling Club, Lockerbie Figure Skating
and Ice Dance Club and is the main rink
for 15 curling clubs, including Eskdale.
Over the years many curlers from
Lockerbie have been Scottish champions
and represented Scotland at the World
and European championships. More than
20 have won medals at world level.

always willing to help and offer
good advice and was a great
ambassador for the club.
He was president from 2000
to 2002 and had been a life
member of the club for many
years.
Until very recently, he never
missed a match at Milntown
and often travelled away with
the team, enjoying the company
of his many friends in the borders and beyond.
He will be very sadly missed
at the club.
All at Langholm RFC extend
their sympathy to Jeanette,
Fiona, Kenneth, Alan and their
families at this sad time.

Price 80p
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The team at Kelso Racecourse

in the first race, the Children’s
Immunology Trust novices’ limited handicap chase over two
miles, six furlongs.
“She’s a mare we like and three
of her four runs over fences have
been at Kelso, including when a
very good second over nearly
three miles earlier this month.
“Calivigny is another possible
and he’s been in great form for
my amateur rider son, Kit.
“He’s won his last two races, a
hurdle and a chase at Ayr, and
he will be entered in the final
race, the AJA Amateur Jockeys’
handicap chase.”

Rugby

52

THE festive meeting at Kelso
Racecourse will go ahead without spectators next Tuesday,
despite the Scotland-wide Level
4 restrictions.
Professional outdoor noncontact sports are permitted to
continue.
Nick Alexander is looking forward to being kept busy.
The Kinneston trainer, who
recently recorded a career first
Grade 2 success with stable star
Lake View Lad, said: “I think
we will have several runners.
We always like to support
Kelso.
“The course runs a race in
memory of my late father and
we have won it twice, once with
a horse ridden by my daughter,
Lucy, which was really nice.
“Last year we won the featured
two-mile, one-furlong chase on
the same day with Clan Legend,
a horse we bred ourselves.
“But he went up a few pounds
for winning at Aintree and his
new rating of 135 is too high to
get in to defend his title.
“I hope to run Gipsy Lee Rose

ago and he’s been third at the
track over two and a half miles.”
At the corresponding Kelso
meeting a year ago South
Glamorgan trainer Sam Thomas
recorded his first course winners
courtesy of a double supplied
by Mario De Pail and Iwilldoit.
Sam is a former leading jump
jockey and his big wins in the
saddle include the 2008
Cheltenham Gold Cup on the
mighty Denman.
Commenting on 2020, a year
in which the racecourse was
forced to abandon 40 per cent
of its fixtures, Jonathan Garratt,
managing director, said “While
it has been difficult for all businesses in all sectors, we have
been determined to maintain as
much activity as possible because
we know how vital it is to our
supply chain and the rural economy.
“We remain optimistic that
we’ll be able to get some spectators in the spring, even if the
number is very restricted at first.
“We’ll do all we can to keep
the ball rolling, while complying
with sensible public health
protocols.”

Joe was a lifelong rugby man

