
A LACK of police resources and its
rural isolation has prompted villagers
in Newcastleton to investigate 
installing CCTV.
Cameras have been on the community

council’s agenda for some time and
were originally considered after a spate
of break-ins and thefts in 2018.
The existing CCTV on the fuel fore-

court has helped the police on several
occasions, capturing images of vehicles
using the village as a throughway for
fly-tipping and suspicious vehicles.
Many people report feeling insecure

at night and want a more visible police
presence.
The council has continued to request

police support when this is warranted
but increasing pressures and diminishing
police resources, coupled with the 
rurality, mean the village is at the end
of the line when seeking help.
This became very apparent during

lockdown when the community suffered
unwanted ‘visitors’ on many occasions
and they were left to deal with issues
themselves.
Much of the petty crime goes unre-

ported which does little to support the
case for police support.

Initially, the plan was to site cameras
at the village’s entrances and exits and
this continues to be the main ambition.
A council spokesperson said: “Our

plans have become more developed and
technology more sophisticated so we
are able to do more.
“Cameras work by line of sight so it

is relatively easy to add to the system
once the ‘network’ is established.
“As well as the in/out routes we are

considering a request by the primary
school to add cameras to support deter-
rent efforts to stop petty crime.
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Camera plan will combat
the lack of police presence

Copshaw’s rural isolation adds to concerns
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CCTV cameras will be placed around Newcastleton, including at the primary school

The icing on the cake
CODEY Taylor’s gorgeous festive
robins won her first prize in the
Langholm Academy S3 Christmas
cake competition.
The delightful and fun cakes

made by the pupils showed their
baking skills to the max.
For the full story and to see

more winners and cakes, turn to
page 10.



> From Page 1

“Critically, we plan to add ‘eyes’ for
Scottish Borders Council’s emergency
bunker and Newcastleton Resilience
Group to monitor water levels on the
Liddel as part of a better early warning
system for flood measures.
The master eye at Whithaugh pool

will ‘see’ as far north as possible where
another will be added upstream.
“The layout reflects current thinking

but what we can achieve will depend
on funding raised through grants, 
donations and community support.
“After community feedback, a planning

application will begin, final budgets
confirmed and a funding drive started.
Donations to support this effort are 
very much welcomed.”

The council hopes to have the cameras
by next spring but says the more people
who make their views known the
stronger the plan will be and the best
solution found to solve any issues raised.
Only nominated members of the com-

munity council, school and police will
be able to see footage within the vil-
lage.
The cameras are infrared and can see

in the dark. Only external images will
be captured.
Any property with windows in the

sight lines will be blacked so no one
can see anything inside.
Residents are being asked to comment

by tomorrow.
____________________

www.eladvertiser.co.ukEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser2 Thursday December 17, 2020

Cameras see in dark

Kevin moves
to new postChurch Notices

Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES

Sunday 
20th December

Morning Worship

Liddesdale 10am
~

Canonbie 11.30am

Services led by
Rev. Morag Crossan BA

All welcome 

Charity no. SCO00717

Joyce 
Common

Remembering a
very dear friend,

Joyce 
Died 

16th December
2019

Very sadly missed
from Liz, Tony

and Emma 
Newjem

In Memoriam

STAFF and board members of
the Langholm Initiative have said
goodbye to the man who drove
the community buyout of
Langholm Moor.
Kevin Cumming was employed
two and a half years ago to run
Wild Eskdale, the eco-tourism tours
of the moor.
He later found himself at the front
of efforts to buy the moor from 
Buccleuch and it was because of
his close working relationship with
one of the donors, the John Muir
Trust, that they created a new post
so they could employ him.
He is now responsible for four of
the trust’s properties: Ben Nevis;
East Schiehallion; Glenlude near
Peebles; and Glenridding in the
Lake District.
He will also lead two community
projects: Langholm; and Yearn Stane
in Clydeside.

Kevin will stay on part-time until
the sale is concluded and join the
Initiative’s board.
He was presented with a picture
of a pair of hen harriers, painted by
John Hills.

Future
He said: “I’ve loved working here
and with the community. With what
we’ve done over the past 18 months,
my hope is it benefits the town and
the environment and is the start of
a very bright future.”
He said the trust’s vision was to
protect wild land and places, help
towards climate change and eco-
logical restoration.
Margaret Pool, chairwoman, added:
“It is really a very sad day in a way.
We’ve really enjoyed his company
and we wish him well in his new
job.
“Thank you for everything you’ve
done for us and our community.”
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Christmas Services
Due to current restrictions we have a limit on
the number of people attending at any one
time. Please wear face mask. There will be
no singing,
 At Langholm  restriction of 35 people; 
Sunday 20th at 10am.
 At Westerkirk restriction of 35 people; 
Sunday 20th at 6.30pm. 
Contact Billy Johnstone 70287
 At Ewes restriction of 35 people; 
Christmas Eve 6pm, contact Anne Elliot 83818
 At Langholm, restriction 50 people; 
Christmas Eve two Christingle at 2.30pm and
4pm. Contact Donna Hislop 81490 or 07791
639859 or dhislop@churchofscotland.org.uk
Watchnight service at Langholm 11.15pm.
Contact Ellen Rae 80601.

GORDON

Kenny would like to thank all friends and relatives
for the kind expressions of sympathy received
following the sad loss of Kathleen, grateful thanks
also to the staff of the Thomas Hope Hospital and
the Rev. Robert Pickles. 

WINTER

Peacefully in Annan Court Care Home on 
9th December 2020, Dorothy Winter nee 
Carruthers, late of Boglegill, Canonbie, dear wife
of the late Robert.

Funeral private due to current circumstances.

LAW

Isabella Law (Sybil) died peacefully at home on
Thursday 10th December 2020 beloved wife of
Frank, also much-loved mother, grandmother and
great grandmother. Family flowers only.
Donations if desired to Canonbie Church. 

Any enquiries to Hedley and Turnbull 
Funeral Directors 01387375404 or 75532 

Thanks for Sympathy

Kevin Cumming with the picture, painted by John Hills, of a pair of hen harriers

But he will keep an eye on moor

Deaths

Merry 
Christmas



THE arrival of two more
looms at Drove Weavers
marks the beginning of the
company’s transformation.
The looms were bought 
from a commission weaver in
Yorkshire and transported by
road to the mill in Glenesk
Road, Langholm last Friday.
The mill, formerly known as
Drove Weaving, was bought
earlier this year after Lochcarron
of Scotland, based in Selkirk,
decided to close it with the loss
of up to 16 jobs.
Ian Maxwell stepped in to
buy the business and renamed
it Drove Weavers.
Ian bought the looms to enable
the mill to meet demand from
customers who wanted to make
particular types of fabric.
He said: “We were getting
asked quite a lot whether we
could weave fabric with Made
in Scotland down the edge but
we didn’t have that capability.
“Once we get the news out
there, we’ll get more enquiries.
“The looms, which weigh
three tonnes, will probably not
be up and running until January
because they take quite a bit of
setting up.”

Ian will develop the mill into
a smaller, bespoke business.
Robbie Trussler, who founded
Drove Weaving, still manages
the mill and Ian is mentoring
Stephen Tweddle to become
production manager.
Ian said: “Robbie is worth
his weight in gold with his 
enthusiasm and our relationship
goes back 50 years.
“Robbie went down to 
Yorkshire with George Cubby
to see the looms. It’s a big 
investment; you have to get
electricians in to wire it.”
He added: “It’s the beginning
of the transformation of Drove
Weavers.
“It’s doing rather well. I’ve
been looking at the three-month
figures and in the third month
we’ve made a wee profit.
“It’s building up now and 
everything is going to plan.”
The mill is capable of weaving
hundreds of metres of cloth a
day. The minimum it can do is
eight metres but that’s rare.
Ian said: “It all depends on
how many threads per inch you
are weaving. The more threads
and the finer the cloth the slower
it is.

“That depends on what you’re
making, whether a women’s
jacket or a man’s fine suit.
“The looms are opening doors
which are definitely closed at
the moment.
“Our work will be more 
bespoke. If a customer wants

50 yards, we will make it.”
While he employs six master
tradesmen, Ian wants to employ
some apprentices, aged 16 to
18, but there has been no interest
so far.
He said: “It’s not a dead-end
mill job. It’s a good career.”

ELLIOTT’S Plants, which
sprang up during lock-
down, is being run by for-
mer Langholm Academy
pupil Elliott Dumbarton.
After finishing his degree

in sound engineering, he
found it difficult finding a
job so decided to turn his
hobby into a business.
With lockdown happening

and finding himself at a
loose end, he kept busy

looking after the many vari-
eties of plants and selling
them, knowing how good it
is for people to have green-
ery in their homes and
something to look after.
They are mostly indoor

plants but working with them
has improved his mental
health by simply being active
every day since the lock-
down. 
Elliott is selling a large 

variety of plants, spring
bulbs, pots, festive wreaths
and a festive selection of
small, table-top Christmas
trees and poinsettia.
You will find him in the

former post office building
in the Market Place until
next Tuesday, December
22.
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Popular
ex-Cornet
THE community of Langholm
was saddened to hear of the death
of Joe Donaldson on Tuesday.
Joe, who was 87, was Cornet in
1956 when he was a painter.
He was not elected the first time
in 1955 but his popularity earned
him his place in 1956 when he
was the sole candidate.
He lived in West Street with his
wife, Jeanette, and their two sons,
Alan and Kenneth, were also 
Cornets. They also have a daugh-
ter, Fiona and several grand-
children.
Iain Lindsley, president of the
Castle Craigs Club, posted on
Facebook: “It is with great sadness
we learn of the passing of ex-
Cornet Joe Donaldson.
“A gentleman, with a passion
for all things Langholm.
“His love and pride for family,
rugby and the Common Riding
were evident for all to see.
“Joe will not only be missed by
the club and those here in Eskdale
but throughout the Borders and
further afield.
“Our thoughts and prayers are
with Jeanette, Fiona, ex-Cornet
Alan and ex-Cornet Kenneth as
well as their extended family and
friends at this saddest of times.
RIP Joe.”

New looms help secure
Langholm mill’s future
Drove Weavers expands its capability to meet greater demand
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The new looms arrive at Drove Weavers in Langholm, marking a new phase in the mill’s future

ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

Elliott’s plants are for sale in
Langholm’s Old Post Office

Elliott and
his plants



Firm 
Foundation
THE Eskdale Foundation is
pleased to confirm that work
to make four, high-quality
flats for affordable rent is
progressing well.
The first month’s work has
been signed off by the architects
who have reported that the
work done is of a high standard.
We were delighted to receive
additional funding for the 
police station which will enable
the stonework to be cleaned
while the scaffolding is in
place. This will enhance its 
appearance.
If everything goes well, we
hope the project will be 
completed on target next spring.
Cubby Construction will 
employ local firms, like
painters, for interior and some
exterior work.
Our accounts for the year have
been independently examined
and approved by the board so
will soon be available on the
Companies House website.
We hope to have, as required,
our AGM in late January and
will, as usual, publish date, time

and place in the E&L Adver-
tiser.
I would like to thank all the
directors for their continued
support and especially Stella
and Ronnie Tait for their hard
work and dedication in bringing
this project to fruition.
Stella, our unpaid treasurer,
has not only kept on top of our
finances but has also done sec-
retarial duties and spent a huge
number of hours updating the
long-overdue members’ list.
Ronnie has spent a very con-
siderable amount of time not
only on this project but also on
refurbishing the charity shop
and Kilngreen toilets.
The foundation funded part of
those but Ronnie donated his
councillor’s allowance towards
this.
The foundation hopes to con-
tinue for many years supporting
projects which will benefit
Langholm and Eskdale and we
will work alongside other
groups to support the ambitions
of the Langholm Alliance.

Margaret Sanderson
Chairwoman

Eskdale Foundation

www.eladvertiser.co.ukEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser4  Thursday December 17, 2020

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

Letters to the editor Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or

email your comments to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk

Read with
horror
AS A Langholm exile, whose
annual highlight is a pilgrim-
age to the Common Riding - I
even attended the pre-dawn
non-event this year - I still
take a great interest in what
is happening in my hometown
and have read with horror
the proposals for flood 
prevention structures.
What is proposed is nothing
more than a concrete straitjacket
encasing the rivers which are
the beating heart of the town
and integral to the attractiveness
of the place.
This is designed to prepare
for a (possible) one in 200-year
event and, in my view, is a gross
act of civic vandalism, the pur-
pose for which may never 
materialise.
Over my lifetime there have
been major floods, some of
which have overspilled into the
park.
In my youth there was a marker
on the side of the park keeper's
hut, which was at the southern
end, showing that high water in
a flood in about 1930 reached
about three feet up the wall.
My parents made no mention
of any houses having been flood-
ed which I am sure they would

have.
On a lighter note the glebe
field at the Auld Stane Brig
once was inundated, leaving a
bonanza of sea trout and herling
stranded.
I have looked up rainfall statis-
tics, based on Eskdalemuir  
Observatory, and, although the
wettest year in the past 100
years was 2011, the volume of
rain was only 66cms more than
in 1928, showing that these
events are not a modern 
phenomenon.
While I understand that George
Street is susceptible, surely work
in that area should suffice.
Reducing the massive gravel
build-up on the Elizabeth Street
side, which must surely com-

press the volume of flood water,
seems a sensible option.
I remember standing on the
suspension bridge during major
floods and the whole width of
the river was flowing at the
same pace.
If the proposed scheme pro-
ceeds, it will despoil forever
the attractiveness of the rivers
for speculative benefits and I
take the liberty of urging the
people of Langholm to oppose
it as strenuously as possible,
also potentially saving a vast
amount of public money.

Jim Graham
(forever a Langholmite)

Cochno Road
Clydebank

Abstain,
abstain
WHATEVER the EU/UK
negotiations over the last few
months, we reach the end as
December 31 comes ever
closer.
Whatever the final outcome, a
bill will be put before the UK
parliament and, although it
appears an afterthought in
England, the EU parliament
and the 27 constituent states for
approval.
The Tories will vote for
whatever Prime Minister Boris
Johnson tells them to vote.
The few Tory MPs, who
know deep down that leaving
the EU will be disastrous for
many reasons, will troop into
the voting lobby out of self-
interest.
They will remember the purge
of 20 or so of their now ex-
colleagues who defied
Johnson’s instruction last year.
The SNP will have to decide
how to vote. I suggest they
abstain but advocate their
argument not only in Scottish
terms - Scotland voted 62-38 to

remain - but also expand this by
declaring they will speak up for
the English regions, Wales and
Northern Ireland which will be
greatly disadvantaged by
leaving the EU.
If they do this, the SNP will
show they have a perspective
more than just through a
Scottish lens.
Labour leader Keir Starmer
should instruct his party to
abstain but explain clearly and
unequivocally why so.
The so-called 40 Red Wall
Labour seats lost in 2019
happened because the voters
could not stomach the prospect
of Jeremy Corbyn as PM, not
Brexit. 
Starmer should again
acknowledge that the UK has
left the EU. But he should not
include the Labour party in
accepting whatever Johnson
decrees.

Realistic
He should say that this “deal”
is a bad deal, a rotten deal and
better terms could have been
negotiated if the government
had negotiated with a realistic
view of the world rather some
fantasy from the past.
He should bear in mind that
Johnson’s word is not to be

trusted. He has already
unilaterally trashed the
Withdrawal Agreement Treaty
with the EU which he so
triumphally signed some 12
months ago.
What’s to say he would not do
the same again with whatever
“deal” he again signs with the
EU?
No wonder the EU don’t trust
him. As the EU president said
last week, trust is good but law
is better” 
If Starmer instructs the
Labour Party to vote for
whatever Johnson puts to
parliament, he will be forever
associated with an appeasement
of Johnson and held responsible
for the inevitable negative
consequences which will be
manifested in the coming
decade. 
Starmer should now speak up
for England and forcefully. If
he wishes to make a difference
as Clement Attlee did 70 years
ago, this is the time to do so.
Take control Keir. You get
only one chance and this is
yours. Don’t be feared.

Michael Clarke
Hillside Crescent

Langholm

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm.......................101
Newcastleton ................ 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
.................................030 3333 3000
.............www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc) ............................
0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library ..
013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council ....
0330 100 1800
out of hours ..01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
......www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
.....................0800 0778 778
......www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
.......................................105
.....www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ....
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries ........
03457 484 950
.........www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
.....................03000 996 699
.................www.sepa.org.uk
Amey (A7) 
.....................0800 042 0188
...www.scottishtrunkroadsse
.amey.co.uk

POST OFFICES
Langholm .....013873 81109
Newcastleton ..013873 75361
Canonbie ......013873 71348
Rowanburn ...013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
......................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
......................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital ...
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
.....................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm .....013873 83100
Newcastleton ..013873 75100
Canonbie .....013873 71313
NHS24 ...........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes and
Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk...07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
......................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
......................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
......................013873 75240
Canonbie 
......................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Dalston Pharmacy, Langholm
......................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
......................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy .013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening hours

01461 202508

Do the
sums
THE ground level at the
Townfoot substation in
Langholm is 73.3 metres
AOD (above ordnance
datum), a spot height based
on mean sea level.
This was surveyed in 1974
(ref NY 36668417 Cut Mark
73.711 metres, 0.4 metres
above the ground level).
The proposed flood defence
walls are 72 metres for this
area.
Without the walls, the water
will spread out to a lower level
than 72 metres.
I believe, but remain open to
correction, that 72 metres is
less than 73 metres.
There is a flood plain desig-
nated in the proposed plans,
opposite the Co-op, where de-
velopment has been approved.
The water depth here, when
the river is protected, is said to
be 0.81 metres, two feet eight
inches in real measure.

E M Taudevin
Brewery Cottage

Langholm

Update
from Greg
I WOULD just like to
thank and update all my
customers (friends)
about my work and
health in the near 
future.
Sadly, I’ve been unable
to work at the moment
and for the foreseeable
future.
I know it’s a scunner for
you all, especially after
going long-haired and
shaggy during lockdown.
If I do as I’m told, I hope
to be back with you early
in the new year.
Julie, myself and the
family hope you all have
a brilliant festive period,
even with COVID-19.
Sincere thanks to you
all for your patience with
me. Cheers.

Greg and Julie Cuthbert 
and family

Newcastleton

George Street with the River Esk in spate
Photo: Sharon Irving
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Lucy speaks for the
arts on cultural body

Council’s
income is
£3,215
THE total income received by
Newcastleton Community
Council through grants and 
donations for 2020/21 was
£3,215.56.
The costs incurred during the

year included rentals, secretari-
ate, support for Copshaw 
Outreach Group Social and
printing and they came to
£1,270.55, leaving balances of
£1,945.01.
Of this, £900 is ringfenced

for expected additional garden-
ing and maintenance issues,
lawnmower service and extra
cutting because Scottish Borders
Council covers only statutory
spaces.
Members agreed to give £500

towards the fund for CCTV
costs.
This leaves an operational bal-

ance of £1,045 to carry forward
into 2020/21.
The accounts, which were 

independently checked, signed
and accepted, will be submitted
to the council to receive the
2020/21 operational grant of
£650.

Langholm creative joins DG Unlimited to help support recovery
LANGHOLM is to have a
voice on a leading regional
creative and cultural organi-
sation.
Lucy MacLeod, a freelance

creative practitioner, arts edu-
cator, founder and creative 
director of OutPost Arts, joins
the board of DG Unlimited.
Being on the frontline of rural

arts gives Lucy a clear perspec-
tive of the ongoing difficulties
and obstacles faced by artists
and arts organisations, particu-
larly during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.
She is passionate about the

success of artists, makers and
culture/arts organisations in the
region and their ability to have
a positive impact on communi-
ties.
Lucy said: “I'm delighted to

join the DG Unlimited board
of trustees. I’m very much look-
ing forward to helping steer and
support the future direction of
the region's chamber of arts as
we emerge from a most chal-
lenging time.

“We're lucky to have such a
vibrant creative sector and
DGU's programme of develop-
ment activity and funding 
pportunities underpin that, cre-
ating a much-needed focal
point.”
Lucy is joined by two other

new members, Frank Hayes and
Mandy Green.
Frank, who will be a familiar

face to many Langholm folk, is
a photographer, illustrator, en-
vironmentalist and the founder
and managing director of For
Enjoyment Community Interest
Company.

Confidence
He started the social enterprise

four years ago after working in
the arts in Dumfries and 
Galloway for the past decade.
Frank’s experience has given

him a keen insight into the 
region’s arts sector.
He is committed to nurturing

the artistic ability within every-
one and improving mental and
social health, confidence and

well-being through the power
of art and creativity.
Mandy is an active musician,

performer, actor/producer and
member of folk band Life

O’Reilly.
She works for Dumfries and

Galloway Council and coaches
young people in guitar and per-
formance, privately and volun-

tarily, with Stranraer Guitar
Club.
She has always been a strong

advocate for the youth and 
believes the region has a depth
of talent.

Professor
DGU has also appointed a

new chairperson.
At its AGM the tenure for

long-standing board member
Cathy Agnew ended.
She now hands over the mantle

to vice-chairperson, Stephen
Lacey of Lockerbie.
Stephen is an Emeritus 

Professor of the University of
South Wales. He took early 
retirement after 38 years as a
university academic teaching
drama, film and television. 
Stephen said: “It is an exciting

and challenging time to take on
the role of Chair for DGU. 
He said: “It’s clear COVID-

19 has had a serious impact on
the arts and culture and DGU
is focused on supporting a 
recovery.”

IN BRIEF
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Virtual AdVViVirVirtVirtuVirtuaVirtualVirtual Virtual AVirtual AdvicVirtual AdvVirtual AdviVirtual Advice SurgVirtual AdviceVirtual Advice Virtual Advice SVirtual Advice SuVirtual Advice SurVirtual Advice SurgeryVirtual Advice SurgeVirtual Advice SurgerVirtual Advice Surgery  
 
 

I will be holding a virtual surgery   
on TTueTuTuesTuesdayTuesdTuesdaTuesday 22nTuesday Tuesday 2Tuesday 22Tuesday 22nd Tuesday 22ndTuesday 22nd DecembeTuesday 22nd DTuesday 22nd DeTuesday 22nd DecTuesday 22nd DeceTuesday 22nd DecemTuesday 22nd DecembTuesday 22nd December Tuesday 22nd DecemberTuesday 22nd December from  
9am99a9am 9am -- 12pm11212p12pm.  
 

If you would like to speak to me    
either by telephone or by Zoom 
video call please phone my    
    constituency of ce on:  
          015001015701576 2030157601576 01576 201576 2001576 2039101576 203901576 20391001576 203910 to make            
        an appointment.  
 

                    Additionally you can      
                    email me at:  
 

            oololivolioliveroliveoliver.oliver.moliver.munoliver.muoliver.mundelloliver.mundoliver.mundeoliver.mundeloliver.mundell.oliver.mundell.moliver.mundell.msoliver.mundell.mspoliver.mundell.msp 
            @pa@@p@parl@par@parlia@parli@parliam@parliamen@parliame@parliament.@parliament@parliament.s@parliament.sc@parliament.sco@parliament.scot @parliament.scot@parliament.scot  

Lucy MacLeod of Langholm has joined the board of DG Unlimited
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ALAN Miller’s new tartan
reindeer are flying off the
shelves this Christmas.
Alan’s business, Yarns to

Yearn For, is in the Langholm
Pop-Up Shop until Christmas
Eve with a huge variety of
gifts.
He has recently launched

Muckle Toun tartan and it’s
been made up into a variety of
products.
Lampshades are made by Jo

Elliot at Holmspun, the framed
photos of the monument and
map of Scotland are framed
by Philip Gunn of Art Corner
Gallery and the mugs are print-
ed by Robert Scott of Hawick.
As well as the favourite tartan

bears, there is a new line of
slate coasters with various de-
signs, along with doorstops,
Nessies and Santa’s reindeer
pulling the sleigh.
Alan said: “It’s been really

busy with the new tartan taking
off and I can’t keep up with
the demand for the tartan rein-
deer.
“It’s been very encouraging

seeing the increase in people
shopping locally this year.” 
Alan’s shop is open daily

until the 24th and there is a
late-night opening today from
5pm to 8pm.

Reindeer are flying

Alan Miller of Yarns to Yearn For sells one of his popular bears to Jackie Hall

A Muckle Toun Reindeer Bears in Reid & Taylor fabric
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Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES
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C&D Auction Marts Ltd had forward
4,461 store lambs and feeding ewes at
Longtown on Tuesday, December 8.
Another good show attracted several

buyers from a distance, together with
locals. All classes met a strong selling
trade all day with recent high rates more
than maintained.
Top £100 for Beltexes from Beckstones

Farm, Caldbeck and Greenside Farm,
Hallbankgate, others to £97 Beckstones;
Texels to £98 Viewly, £97 Greyside &
Hill Top (Scott), £96 Eldonsburn, £95
Jerusalem; Suffolks to £85.50 Hallburn,
£83.50 Outertown, £82.50 Broomhills;
Charollais to £86 Braehead, £84.50
Easter Alemoor, £83 Lanehead; Grey-
faces to £85 High Parkfoot, £84 The
Hagg, £81.50 Greyside & Barron House;
Cheviot Mules to £81.50 Gillesbie Farm,
£80 Easter Alemoor; Romneys to £77
Holme Farm.
Hill lambs still very expensive to a

top of £83 for Cheviots from Glendin-
ning, £82 Hopsrigg, £81 Annandale Es-
tates; Blackfaces to £80 Firth Farm, £79
& £77 Greyside, £78 Wooplaw; Shetlands
to £68 Greyside; Swaledales to £46

New House.
Feeding ewes another big trade. Top

£79 for Cheviot Mules from Priesthaugh
and Romneys from Holme Farm. Grey-
faces to £71 Low Old Shield. Hill ewes
to £76 for Cheviots from Ramshope,
others to £70 High Wood & Priesthaugh;
Blackfaces to £62 & £60 Ramshope,
£59 Blackburn. Cast rams to £100 for a
Texel from Highwood.
Store cattle were a small entry but

continued to sell at recent rates. The
sale topped at £820 for Angus heifers
shown by E & DE Horn, Slack House,
Gilsland.
The next sale is a special catalogued

sale on Tuesday, January 19.
The mart had forward 9,883 sheep

comprising 6,679 prime lambs and 3,204
cast ewes and rams plus 39 cast cows at
the weekly sale on Thursday, December
10.
Cast cows were a smaller and plainer

entry, with more numbers needed weekly.
The sale topped at £888 and £866 for
Angus cows shown by EAP Glendinning,
Over Cassock, Eskdalemuir. Top price
per kilo of 120p twice for Limousins

from PJ & L Dixon, Upperburnmouth,
Newcastleton with Beef Shorthorns sell-
ing to 117p from D Welsh, West Broad-
lands, Ayr and from W Jones Farms
Ltd, South Muasdale, Tarbert. 
A much larger show of 6,679 top qual-

ity prime lambs was forward, easily
maintaining last week’s high rates of
return.
Best Beltex and Texel lambs sold to

last week’s extreme rates of return, trad-
ing between 260p and 280p. Several
pens broke the 300ppk barrier, while
commercial export lambs traded between
225p and 235p. Topping the price per
kilo was an outstanding pair of Beltex
lambs consigned by M/s DS & RC Tay-
lor, Easter Ochtermuthill, Perth realising
an eye-watering 375ppk. Topping price
per head at £142 for an unbelievable
pen of Beltex lambs from J Guthrie,
Cuiltburn, Crieff.
Heavy continental lambs continue to

sell well, trading to recent high rates of
return.
Light lambs were forward in greater

numbers. Being very similar on the
week, they easily maintained last week’s

blistering rates. Topping at 375p was a
pen of expertly finished Beltex lambs
consigned by Messrs DS & RC Taylor,
Easter Ochtermuthill, Crieff, while Black-
face lambs topped at 240ppk consigned
by M/s A Macfadyen & Son, Bra-
gleemore, Argyll. Cheviot lambs topped
at 232ppk consigned by M/s Grant,
Lochend, Caithness. Overall average of
215.9p (SQQ 220.3p).
Principal prices (per head): Beltex

£142, £139 Cuiltburn, £139 Easter
Ochtermuthill, £134 Cuiltburn, £130,
£129 Easter Ochtermuthill, £128 Kil-
locraw, £125 Cuilturn & Easter Ochter-
muthill. Texel £135 Whiteside, £133
Mainside, £127 Kirk House, £124 All-
fornaught, £123 Mains of Collin, £120
Allfornaugh, £116 Aldermanseat, £114
Lingey Field, Low Leam & Netherton.
Suffolk £111 West Glengyre, £108 Dun-
jop, £107 High Fodderlie, £106 Fellend,
£105 Carsegowan & Millriggs, £103
Fearn, £101 Carsegowan, £100 Dunjop
& West Glengyre. Cheviot Mule £107
Sowerby Wood, £97.50 Breckon Hill,
£95 Grindon Hill & High Fodderlie.
Cheviot £103 Maidencots, £100 Kirkton,

£96 Springwells, £95 Kirkton & Gar-
rochtrie, £94.50 Daill, £93.50 Forss,
£93 Langdyke Cottage & Kirkton.
Charollais £102.50 Sceugh Dyke, £101
Tinnishall, £97.50 Shield Green, £97
Barnglies & Nether Locharwoods, £96.50
Tinnishall, £95.50 Ashley Park, £95
Rigg Garth. Berrichon £102 Sceugh
Dyke. Mule £99 Low Leam & The
Nook, £98 Cowburnrigg, £95 High Cat-
tadale, £94.50 Mains of Collin, £93.50
Breckon Hill, £92.50 The Flatt & High
Greenhill. Blackface £99 Sewing Shields,
£96 Catslackburn & Whiteside, £90 Sil-
loans. North Country Cheviot £93.50
Roughet Hill, £93 Old Hall.
A larger entry of 3,204 cast ewes and

rams was forward to an increased ring
of buyers, ensuring a mighty trade was
witnessed, reinforcing the fact that Long-
town is the place to market all classes
and quantities of ewes, all of which
were handled with ease. Many more
can be sold to vendors’ advantage and
are needed weekly to satisfy a growing
customer demand.
Pure bred Texel ewes broke the £200

barrier on two separate occasions, firstly

for a pen of pure bred Texel ewes con-
signed by T Hill & R Wright, Mill Farm,
Doncaster, realising £204 and, secondly,
for a pen of fantastic pure bred ewes
consigned by returning vendor Andrew
Phillips, Fir Trees farm, Harrogate, who
secured the second top price of the day
at £200.
Suffolk ewes proved very good to

cash, topping at £143 for a mighty
Suffolk cross ewe consigned by M/s
Newton Field Farms, Allonby, Cum-
bria.
Mule ewes were an electric trade, top-

ping at £107 for a pen of big ladies con-
signed by M/s DO & GW Robson,
Holmrig, Roxburghshire. Another two
pens of ewes broke the £100 barrier,
being consigned by M/s DA & MA
Teasdale, Grindon Hill, Hexham, realising
£105 on both occasions.
Hill ewes were very hot and several

pens of Blackface ewes sold over £80
and to a top of £84 for a pen of 39
Blackface ewes from E Thoburn & Son,
Pitland Hills, Hexham. Cast rams are
still in big demand, selling to £158 for
Texels from Viewley.

Around the marts

Scheme focuses on
trees and peatland 

Try your hand
at novel crops
FARMERS in southern 
Scotland are being encouraged
to look at novel crops such as
mushrooms, cut flowers and
cannabis.
They are among three crops

which could be grown success-
fully, says a report by SRUC.
Farmers diversifying from the

traditional land uses could also
produce bark for tannin extrac-
tion, sugar beet or ancient 
cereals which have higher pro-
tein and fibre and less gluten.
The report was written 

by Anna Sellars, rural bus-
iness consultant with SAC 
Consulting, part of SRUC, and
Professor Dave Roberts, head
of agriculture and business man-
agement in SRUC’s South and
West Faculty.
It highlights some of the key

opportunities, including the
availability and suitability of
land and the processing facilities
and market conditions needed
to foster their development.
The study was funded by the

South of Scotland Economic
Partnership for South of Scot-
land Enterprise (SOSE) and 
includes 10 factsheets with 
advice for producers.
With post-Brexit trade 

arrangements challenging the
status quo of food supply chains,
mushrooms, which have largely
been produced in Europe, could
be grown in Scotland.
Medicinal cannabis, now pre-

scribed by the NHS for various
conditions such as epilepsy and
multiple sclerosis, and opium
poppies, whose seedpods con-

tain codeine and morphine
among other substances, offer
opportunities to expand phar-
maceutical crop production.
Flowers such as roses, lilies,

tulips, daffodils and sunflowers
can be grown here but 86 per
cent of cut flowers are imported.
These, together with freesia,

iris, delphiniums and pinks have
seen a resurgence in popularity,
offering another opportunity for
farmers.
Other crops include nutraceu-

ticals, products used as nutri-
tional supplements, food addi-
tives or in alternative medicines;
energy and fibre crops such as
hemp, miscanthus and reed 
canary grass; soft fruits; and
short-rotation forestry crops.
Professor Russel Griggs, who

chairs SOSE, said: “This area
has a range of topography,
weather and soil types.
“Changing markets and sub-

sidy systems, environmental
change and technological 
advancement in production has
shown an increasing potential
for assessing the viability of
growing alternative crops.”
“The report shows that medic-

inal cannabis is among the 
alternative crops which could
be grown successfully in the
south.
“This ties in with our support

to Hilltop Leaf Ltd, a private
medicinal cannabis cultivation
and extraction business which
wants to provide an alternative
plant-based clinical treatment
to synthetic pharmaceuticals.”

MORE than 75,000 acres of
land in Scotland is now under
more sustainable manage-
ment, thanks to a pilot lead-
ership programme designed
to bring about positive envi-
ronmental change at the
biggest possible scale.
After participating in Soil 

Association Scotland’s Land-
scape Leadership programme,
a group of private landowners
and managers, NGO and com-
munity trust land managers are
planting more native trees, open-
ing discussions between differ-
ent types of landowners and
restoring peatland. 
The group manage 75,000

acres and, despite a diverse set
of objectives and priorities, are
united in their desire to restore
nature and mitigate climate
change for future generations.
They worked together in a

mix of residential and then 
online sessions from January
to October, with leadership
coaching and input from land
managers running large-scale
environmental projects such as
assessing natural capital on the
Buccleuch Estate and exploring
potential carbon markets.
Nicola Hunt, programme man-

ager at the Borders Forest Trust,
added: “The first two sessions

were brilliant for giving me the
opportunity to step back from
the organisation and think.
“As a result of that time out,

I’ve developed a comprehensive
new peatland restoration pro-
gramme for 100 hectares of 
degraded peatlands on our land-
holdings with carbon income,
coupled with Peatland Action
grant funding.
“We’re now looking at large-

scale peatland restoration on
our sites as well as our new
woodland creation projects,

which will lock away carbon
from our atmosphere, combat
climate change and restore valu-
able habitats for wildlife.”
Participant Antony Gifford,

owner of Kinnordy and Balintore
Estates in Angus, has changed
the focus of his large-scale
woodland creation project.
“We’re planting about 300

hectares of new woodland on
our hill farm, that’s 550,000
trees going next summer.
“About 40 per cent of the

trees on our current scheme are

commercial, predominantly sitka
spruce, but the conversations
we’ve had on the programme
have made me question whether
we’ve got the right mix of trees.
“We’ve got another two pro-

jects of a similar size we could
look at in the future and we’ll
probably plant fewer spruce
and more native trees.”
Dr Jessica Lynch Maxwell 

is project development manager
at Loch Arkaig Pine Forest,
owned and managed by 
Woodland Trust Scotland in
partnership with Arkaig 
Community Forest.
Thanks to the programme, she

has begun a process of bringing
together landowners and man-
agers to share knowledge and
experiences related to ancient
woodland restoration, natural
capital assessments, sustainable
wildlife management and work-
ing in partnership on social 
enterprise projects.
She said: “Diverse landowners

and managers need to figure
out how to work in partnership
more effectively.
“The programme helped me

to understand and appreciate
multiple land-use priorities and
begin to negotiate inevitable
trade-offs between different 
objectives for a landscape.”

Nicola Hunt of Borders Forest Trust plans to restore more peatlands
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Copshaw’s council to
meet virtually in 2021

NEWCASTLETON Commu-
nity Council is to start meet-
ing virtually in the new year.
Under current coronavirus 

restrictions, it is unable to meet
openly.
Members are acutely aware

that community engagement
on issues has been hugely frus-
trating but they have to follow
guidelines.
Residents are being asked to

be patient and work with coun-
cillors to overcome these chal-
lenges.
Links, agenda and minutes

of the previous meeting and
relevant papers and correspon-
dence will be uploaded to
www.visitnewcastleton.com/
community each month.
Meetings are on the second

Tuesday of the month and begin
next month.
A waiting room will be in

operation and the host will 
admit those wanting to attend.
Everyone is welcome to join.
If anyone wants to raise a

question or make a point about
any of the issues in the council’s
newsletter or anything else,
contact the secretary by email
with a note of the questions at
sec re ta ry@newcas t l e ton
communitytrust.co.uk
People will be invited to speak

when the meeting is opened
for questions.
Subject to the number of 

requests, topics might be
grouped so that as many issues
can be raised as possible.
Laura Paterson stepped down

as chairwoman in October and
she was thanked for the tireless
hours she spent supporting the
community.
Greg Cuthbert, in his role as

vice-chairman, leads the council
in the interim until a new chair-
person is appointed.
There are two vacancies,

which need to be filled, for the

council to function at its best.
At its AGM on Tuesday, 

December 8 the members 
co-opted one new member onto
the council, Iain Crosbie of
Whisgills.
His nomination was accepted

subject to confirmation by 
Scottish Borders Council.
He was proposed by Scott

Wilson and seconded by Marcus
Day.
There remains one more 

vacancy and, once again, the
council urges people to come
forward so the challenges ahead
can be faced with a full-strength
team.
Many members have taken

on extra workloads since 
February to support the com-
munity through COVID-19 and
flood.
If anyone can spare a few

hours each month, has access
to digital platforms, cares pas-
sionately about the community,
they are asked to consider join-
ing.
The nomination form is at

www.visitnewcastleton.com/
community
Members heard about a num-

ber of issues which were being
dealt with.
Remedial works had been

completed at Head bridge. Trees
had been removed, fencing done
and pointing repairs completed. 
On the Sawmill Plantation

walk replacement fencing had
been done but some mainte-
nance issues needed to be 
addressed in the coming
months.
COVID-19 was restricting the

call for volunteers to help with
path works and coppicing which
will be needed in the spring.
Requests for passing places

on the road to Mangerton had
been received and this had been
forwarded to Scottish Borders
Council.
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The popular sawmill wood walk still needs some maintenance in the spring

Everyone is welcome to join the meetings and send questions in advance



LANGHOLM Social Club
has reopened its doors af-
ter two months of being
closed and is pleased to

invite its members back.
Dumfries and Galloway

moved into Level 1 restric-
tions last Friday which means

hospitality businesses are
permitted to open until
10.30pm and provide indoor
services.

The social club will be open
on its usual days: Monday
and Tuesday and Thursday
to Sunday. It is closed on

Wednesdays.
The opening times are

11am to 3pm and 6.30pm to
10.30pm. There is no entry
after 9.30pm.

Bingo will take place every
Friday and Sunday with a
7.30pm start.

The social club would like
to invite its members to attend
the bingo because numbers
have dwindled in recent
years.

The club has all the COVID-
19 safety measures in place
to ensure all members feel
safe.

Tables are set up for a one-
metre distance and the bar
staff will be providing table
service.

Hand sanitiser is situated
at entry and exits and face
coverings must be taken off
only when seated.
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Social club welcomes back its members

Festive
transport
SCOTTISH Borders Council
is stepping in to support health
and social care workers over
the festive period.
The move comes after con-
firmation that public transport
operators are to run much-
reduced services.
The council will provide a
demand responsive travel ser-
vice for these key workers 
between December 21 and 
January 3 to enable them to
get to and from their places of
work where there is no alter-
native means of transport.
This will be provided at no
cost to the individuals.
While public transport oper-
ators normally reduce services
over the festive period, con-
tinued low levels of use because
of COVID-19 have resulted in
most operators scaling back
their festive services more than
normal.
Peak time services will con-
tinue to operate but early morn-
ing and evening journeys will
be significantly reduced.
Liddesdale workers are 
encouraged to check the 
Traveline and operator websites
for more information about ser-
vices and plan their journeys.
Councillor Gordon Edgar, 
executive member for infras-
tructure travel and transport,
said: “To help our partners in
all health and social care ser-
vices, who support the most
vulnerable in our communities,
we are putting in place this
service.
“This will provide cover for
early morning and evening jour-
neys from December 21 to 
January 3 and full day transport
cover for these key workers on
December 26 and January 1
and 2.”
Those able to access these
services can get more infor-
mation from their employers
on the service and how to book.

_________________

Feedback
on 20mph
VILLAGERS in Newcastleton
have been giving their feedback
on the trial 20mph speed limit
and they have mixed views.
Some say it’s ineffective if
not enforced, while others say
slowing-down measures are
good for children and the 
elderly.
There is a general feeling
that, although not everyone is
adhering to the limit, there is a
slower pace of traffic through
the village which is welcomed.
The public will be consulted
on their views in the new year
but the 18-month pilot pro-
gramme will remain until then.
A ‘smiley face’ sign will be
put at the southern entrance to
help reduce speed and reinforce
the 20’s plenty protocols.

RESIDENTS in Dumfries and
Galloway have been praised
for sticking with tough
COVID-19 restrictions and
helping to drive down virus
rates over the past few weeks.
The Scottish government’s
COVID-19 figures show that
weekly virus figures for the 
region have dropped by 74 per
cent compared with the start of
November.
Colin Smyth, South Scotland
MSP, said: “People in the region
have worked very hard to follow
the ever-changing rules over the
past couple of months and the
most recent figures indicate their
vigilance is paying off.
“Our region is now subject to
Level 1 restrictions and I would
encourage people to stick with
it, especially as Christmas 
approaches and the rules are set
to change again.
“I know many people still feel
aggrieved at the failure to 

introduce mass testing, problems
with test and protect and errors
such as the botched handling
of the return to university of
students, which led to the rise
in cases and, ultimately, these
tough restrictions.
“However, I would like to
thank everyone who has stuck
to the rules over the past weeks
in what has been a very chal-
lenging time and the falling
number of cases is testimony
to the community’s resilience.

Hospitality
“Hopefully, the easing of 
restrictions will provide a wel-
come relief for hospitality which
has been really suffering in what
would usually be its busiest
time of year.
“But with some restrictions
still in place for the foreseeable
future, both the Scottish and
UK governments will have to
redouble their efforts to support
businesses to get through the
next few months.”
People in the Scottish Borders
are also being thanked for their
efforts after the area moved to
Level 1 last Friday.
They are being urged to stay
vigilant and keep following the
COVID-19 guidance to help

limit the spread of the virus and
keep the region at this lower
level.
Councillor Shona Haslam,
council leader, said: "Everyone
has worked hard to get to this
stage by following the guid-
ance.
“I would like, once again, to
thank them all for playing their
part in keeping COVID-19 levels

in our area under control.
"Moving to Level 1 is a huge
boost to businesses so please
support these companies.
“I know pubs, cafes and restau-
rants in particular are doing all
they can to ensure they operate
safely, while enjoying a bit more
freedom in terms of opening
hours and what they can serve.
“If you do visit these places,

remember to wear facemasks
when required, wash and sanitise
your hands regularly, adhere to
social-distancing measures and
meet in a maximum group of
six people from no more than
two households.
"It’s worth remembering that,
although we are in Level 1, you
still cannot visit other people
in their homes at this stage."

Measures
Dr Tim Patterson, joint director
of public health, added: “I would
like to remind people that, while
moving to Level 1 is good news,
it does present risks.
“If we want to remain in Level
1, it’s vital we don't ease up
and lose sight of the measures
in place to protect everyone.
“Familiarise yourself with the
restrictions and continue to fol-
low the FACTS guidance: Face
coverings; Avoid crowded
places; Clean hands and surfaces
regularly; Two-metre distance;
and Self-isolate and book a test
immediately if you have any
symptoms.
"By following these steps, you
can help to limit the spread of
the virus and protect vital NHS
services."

Dr Tim Patterson asks people to familiarise themselves with the 
restrictions which apply to Level 1

Praise for our residents
The move down into Level 1 will benefit families and hospitality
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AN ANNUAL survey of squir-
rels has shown that the red
native species still occupies 
a large area of southern 
Scotland but they have to
share their home with the 
invasive greys.
A record number of squirrel
sightings were reported by the
public during September’s Great
Scottish Squirrel Survey.
It reports that 2,100 people,
three times the number who
took part in the first national
survey in 2019, logged more
than 3,000 sightings of red 
and grey squirrels, creating a
Scotland-wide snapshot and pro-
viding valuable data for con-
servationists.
This mass citizen science event
ran from September 21 to 27
and was organised by Saving
Scotland’s Red Squirrels.
This partnership project, led
by the Scottish Wildlife Trust,
called on the public to report
sightings of both red and grey
squirrels whether in their back
gardens or while exploring the
great outdoors.
Both species seen during the
week were reported to scottish-
squirrels.org.uk for inclusion in
a national database which 
directly influences conservation
action.

A total of 548 grey squirrel
and 2,612 red squirrel sightings
were reported to the project, 
almost eight times as many
sightings as would be reported
in a typical week and almost
four times the number of sight-
ings received in the 2019 cam-
paign.

Crucial
This fantastic response from
the public is especially welcome
this year when, for a few crucial
months, lockdown interrupted
all Saving Scotland’s Red 
Squirrels’ work to prevent the
further decline of the red squirrel
in Scotland.
Dr Mel Tonkin, SSRS project
manager, said: “We’d like to
thank everyone who took the
time to report a squirrel sighting
during the survey.
“It’s been inspiring to see more
people than ever taking time to
enjoy nature and be on the look-
out for squirrels.
“Reporting a squirrel sighting
is a small act which helps to
protect one of Scotland’s most
charismatic, yet threatened,
species.

Snapshot
“Records from the week help
to create a detailed snapshot of
the situation on the ground and

make informed conservation
decisions, based on distribution
and population changes over
time.”
Mapping of the records con-
firms that, despite the restrictions
earlier in the year, the northern

half of Scotland continues to
provide a home for most of the
country’s red squirrels, which
are the sole species of squirrel
in highland Scotland.
The largest concentration of
squirrel reports came from Perth

and Kinross where both species
are found in the same landscape. 
Further west, the sightings
suggest that Loch Lomond and
The Trossachs National Park
remains a red-only zone.
____________________

Squirrel neighbours

The second annual squirrel survey showed reds living alongside greys in southern Scotland
Photo by Stephen Willis

Contract
awarded
THE contract for phase 
one of the redevelopment 
of Buccleuch House in 
Newcastleton has been
awarded.
The work will be done by 
J Swinton Co Ltd of Hawick.
Work is scheduled to start in
the coming weeks when scaf-
folding permits are approved.
Reassessment of some of the
requirements within the build
are needed because of COVID-
19.
Building warrants have been
applied for and are in the pro-
cess of completion and the gar-
den is now cleared and the
small shed demolished.
The tender for the phase two
main works has now closed
and an announcement of the
successful bid will be made
after the contract has been
signed.
The project has a new works
plan and completion is forecast
to be in late June or early July
depending on the winter.
Buccleuch House was ac-
quired by the Newcastleton
and District Community Trust
and will be converted into a
bunkhouse and enterprise and
learning centre.
Newcastleton will be the first
remote rural learning centre,
becoming part of the hub and
spoke program being funded
by SOSEP to widen access to
education and facilities in south-
ern Scotland.
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Virtual
meetings
THE inability to meet in person
should not be a barrier between
residents and their community
council.
Barbara Elborn, reporting to

the council’s AGM last week,
said that while people found it
frustrating, meeting digitally
was the new way forward and
everyone must adapt and 
embrace it.
She said that since February,

when Storm Dennis hit, and
March, when they went into
lockdown, they had not met,
only digitally, and had been 
unable to widely engage with
the community.
She added: “Our behaviours

have had to change. Zoom meet-
ings and facetime conversations
are now the new norm.
“The council is aware that

many find this hugely frustrating
and see this as a barrier to dia-
logue.
“It should not be; we’re trying

hard to overcome this.
“A series of newsletters on

key issues has been distributed
and we will continue to do this.
“It is imperative that your

voice is heard. We need to know
your views when we ask for
them so please feed back to
us.”
She said they had serious 

issues, like flood defences. 
Communication and understand-
ing of how plans might affect
us all will be critical to getting
the result we want.
“We need continued public

support. We would get nothing
done and change would not
happen if we did not act on 
issues of concern to you.
“Our workload never dimin-

ishes and we need a full com-
mittee to manage it all.
“Please consider joining us.

We need a full complement of
members to fight all the battles
ahead, particularly flooding.”

__________________

Appeal for
stamps
AT THIS time of year, when
everyone is getting a bit more
post than usual, please save the
used stamps to help the Royal
National Institute of Blind 
People.
Leave 1cm of envelope or

packaging around each stamp
and separate into British and
foreign stamps.
The Channel Islands and Isle

of Man count as foreign.
Stamps are sold by weight

and the RNIB raises £20 per
kilogram.
Stamps can be handed in at

Holmspun, High Street,
Langholm or Canonbie post 
office. They can be handed in
all year round.

S3 pupils excel themselves in a British Bake Off style competition

Eve Groom takes third place

THE boom in baking,
sparked by TV shows
such as The Great
British Bake Off, resulted
in an imaginative display
of Christmas cakes in
Langholm Academy.
The annual competition

for S3 pupils was hotly-
contested, with everything
from robins to reindeer and
from snowmen to 
Christmas trees.
The top prize and con-

gratulations go to the 
winner Codey Taylor.
In second place was

Ryan Wood, while Eve
Groom was third. All three
excelled in the 
competition.
It was a very difficult

competition to judge be-
cause the standard of
cakes this year was very
high.
The school would like to

thank Tesco in Carlisle and
the Co-op in Langholm for
their generous donation of
prizes.

Second prize goes to Ryan Wood

Some examples of the excellent Christmas cakes baked by the S3 pupils at Langholm Academy

Christmas Cake
Heaven
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gsIIAANN RROOEEBBUUCCKK
Braehead, Langholm

Wishes all friends and
neighbours a 

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year xxx

JJOOYYCCEE && JJIIMM
JJAACCKKSSOONN

Charles Street, Langholm

Wishing a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New year to 
all our family, friends and

neighbours xxx

JJEEAANN RREEIIDD
48 Townfoot, Langholm

Wishing everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a 

Happy and healthy New Year
with love to all my family,
friends and neighbours

love Jean 

AARRTTHHUURR
&& KKAATTHHLLEEEENN

TTOOLLSSOONN
Riverside Park, Canonb

ie

Arthur & Kathleen

would like to wish

friends, family and
neighbours a 

Merry Christmas and

a Happy New Year

AANNNNEE
NNOORRDDOONN

Would like to wishfamily, friends andneighbours a Merry Christmas
and a 

Happy New Year

EELLSSIIEE && PPAATT
KKEEEENNEEYY

Albert Place, Langholm

Would like to wish family
and friends a very 

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

KKAATTEE
TTUURRKK

Wishes all friends

near and far a very

Merry Christmas

and a Happy, Safe
New Year xx 

GGRREEGGGG
HHAALLLLFFOORRDD
&& MMEEGG
Wish all our

friends a very
Merry Christmas

and a 
Healthy New Year

CCHHRRIISSTTIINNEE &&
SSTTEEVVEENN BBEELLLL

Pelosis

Would like to wish family
and friends a very 

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

TTOONNYY RREEIIDD
Townfoot, Langholm

Would like to wish all 
family, friends 
and neighbours a 

Happy Christmas and a
good New Year

JJAACCKKIIEE BBEELLLL
Thomas Telford Road, Langholm

Wishing a 
Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year to 
all my family, friends
and neighbours x

MMAARRGGAARREETT
TTAAIITT

Eskdaill Street
Langholm

Would like to wish 
all her family 
and friends a 

Merry Christmas 
and a 

Happy New Year

HHAAZZEELL BBEELLLL
&& MMIICCKK RRYYAANN

Eskdaill Street
Langholm

We would like to wish
all family and friends
a Merry Christmas
and a Happy and
Healthy New Year

BBEERRTTAA
BBEELLLL

Academy Place
Langholm

Wishing a 
Merry Christmas

and a 
Happy New Year 

to family, friends 

and neighbours. 

MMAAUURREEEENN
HHAARRKKNNEESSSS

Watersedge
Langholm

Would like to wish all
friends and family 
the very best for 
Christmas and the

coming year
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How To Lift Your Spirits This Winter

Looking after our wellbeing 
is harder just now. Here’s advice 
on keeping warm on the inside 
this winter — and, in so doing, 
helping others.

A routine is important, as 
the days can blend together 
in winter. Try writing a plan 
for your day and sharing 
ideas with others.

1. Keep in touch
Whatever works for you — phone, digital, 
post, a walk outside. Say hello and smile 
when you’re out. Even with a face 
covering on, it shows in your eyes.

2. Get sunlight
Ideally in the morning. It’s especially 
important during winter to help keep 
your body clock right. There’s sun even 
when it’s cloudy. While out, notice the 
things you see — like birds or trees — 
and try to identify them.

3. Eat well
And drink enough fluids. It can be 
tempting to have lots of cakes and 
savoury snacks — but that can make 
you feel sluggish. Give an old recipe 
a go, or swap food ideas with others.

Get Involved with 
Meal Makers
Our volunteer cooks make a 
tremendous difference to the lives 
of older people. By bringing people 
together through food we’re helping 
not only with diet and physical 
health, but also mental wellbeing. 
Chatting for a few minutes — even 
socially distanced — as a nutritious 
home-cooked meal is delivered can 
really lift the spirits of someone who 
may see very few others. To help 
spread festive cheer, sign up at 
www.mealmakers.org.ukwwwwwwwww.www.mwww.mewww.meawww.mealwww.mealmwww.mealmawww.mealmakwww.mealmakewww.mealmakerwww.mealmakerswww.mealmakers.www.mealmakers.owww.mealmakers.orwww.mealmakers.orgwww.mealmakers.org.www.mealmakers.org.uwww.mealmakers.org.uk

4. Be kind
A single thoughtful gesture can make 
someone’s day. If you’d like to do more, 
why not offer to lend a hand or share 
your expertise with someone trying 
a new hobby?

Get Involved with 
Age Scotland
We encourage people to reach out to 
older relatives, friends and neighbours. 
Drop them a card or pick up the phone 
to help them feel less alone. And our 
Friendship Line is here for older people 
who feel isolated or lonely; we offer 
comfort, support, reassurance and 
friendship. Simply call 0800 12 44 22200808008000800 0800 10800 120800 12 0800 12 40800 12 440800 12 44 0800 12 44 20800 12 44 220800 12 44 222. 
We can all play a role in helping 
people feel more connected this 
festive season and beyond.

5. Plan something you enjoy
An activity you used to do, or a new one. 
Maybe start a jigsaw, knit, read a book, 
sing along to the radio and dance in the 
kitchen. Or make movie/music playlists 
with a friend.

For more tips visit
clearyourhead.scot

Advertisement
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DDEERRRRIICCKK
HHOOGGGG
Academy Place
Langholm

Would like to wish a
ll

friends and family th
e

very best for 

Christmas and the
coming year

LLAANNDDEELLLLSS
IIRRVVIINNGG

Caulside, Canonbie

Wishes family,
friends and 
neighbours a Merry Christmasand a Happy 2021 
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RRHHOODDAA LLIITTTTLLEE
Would like to wish all her
friends and family a
Merry Christmas and a
very Happy and Healthy

New Year. 

AALLEEXX && MMAARRGGAARREETT
GGRRAAHHAAMM

St. Thorwalds, Langholm

Would like to wish all
friends and neighbours a
Merry Christmas and a

Happy New Year

IIAANN && NNEESSSSIIEE
GGRRAANNTT

Claygate

would like to wish 
everyone a very 

Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year

A DAZZINGLY renewed version of
Dirty Dancing – The Classic Story
On Stage will be staged at the
Sands Centre in Carlisle from
Thursday to Saturday, October 28
to 30, 2021.
The iconic story of Baby and

Johnny, featuring the hit songs 
Hungry Eyes, Hey! Baby, Do You
Love Me? and the heart-stopping
(I’ve Had) The Time Of My Life 
returns to the stage.
It’s the summer of 1963 and 17-

year-old Frances ‘Baby’ Houseman
is about to learn some major lessons
in life as well as a thing or two about
dancing.
On holiday in New York’s Catskill

Mountains with her older sister and
parents she shows little interest in
the resort activities.
Instead, she discovers her own 

entertainment when she stumbles
across an all-night dance party in the
staff quarters.
Mesmerised by the raunchy dance

moves and the pounding rhythms,
Baby can’t wait to be part of the
scene, especially when she catches
sight of Johnny Castle, the resort
dance instructor. 
Her life is about to change forever

as she is thrown in at the deep end
as Johnny’s leading lady both 
on-stage and off.
Two fiercely-independent young

spirits from different worlds come 
together for the most challenging and
triumphant summer of their lives.
The show is written by Eleanor

Bergstein, scriptwriter of the phe-
nomenally successful 1987 film, star-
ring Patrick Swayze and Jennifer
Grey.
The production features the much-

loved characters and original dia-
logue from the film as well as exciting
extra scenes. 

Tickets are on sale now at 
thesandscentre.co.uk 
or ring 0333 33 55055.

Baby and Johnny to
dance at The Sands

All photography
Alastair Muir
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Spectacular winter skies at the Becks. Photo by Stan Wison of Langholm
Camera: Sony RX10 Mk4

The E&L Gallery

SSHHEEEENNAA && AARRTTHHUURR
EELLLLIIOOTT

Academy Place, Langholm

Wishing a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New year 

to all our family, friends 
and neighbours 

TTHHEE HHOOTTSSOONN
FFAAMMIILLYY

Braehead, Langholm
Steven, Janie, Danny, Jack
and Olly would like to wish
all family and friends a
Merry Christmas and a

Happy New Year

MMAAGG && KKEEIITTHH
MMccKKAAYY

Would like to wish all

friends and family the

very best for 

Christmas and the
coming year

BBEETTTTYY RREEIIDD,,
JJUULLIIAA && KKEEVVIINN

Launceston, Cornwall

would like to wish family
and friends a Merry

Christmas and a Happy
New Year

LLEESSLLEEYY && GGRRAANNTT
MMUURRRRAAYY

Elizabeth Street, La
ngholm

Wishing everyone a 
lovely Christmas 
and a great 2021

JJIIMMMMYY && JJUUNNEEWWIILLSSOONNLyndean, Lockerbie
Wishing a Merry Christmas and a HappyNew Year to all our family, friends and neighbours xx C
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DDOORREEEENN

NNIICCOOLL
Greenbank
Langholm

Would like to wish all friends and neighbours the verybest for Christmasand the coming year
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Volunteers ‘Holm’ in

Caroline Blackie and Sam Cropper lending a hand

Mini-makeover for Copshaw primary
A GROUP of willing volunteers have 
completely restored the picnic
benches at 
Newcastleton primary school.
The benches had been battered by the

elements over the years and were in seri-
ous need of help.
The generous group have also built

some fantastic wooden playground equip-
ment, complete with a new storage con-
tainer.
The wood was donated by Sarah and

Angus Laing and Tommy Norman, Simon
Robinson made the kit and Pete and
Michelle Jackson donated the wood and
made the storage box.
The school also has a bench which has

been restored by Martin Pearson in mem-
ory of his mum.
The staff would like to say a huge thank

you to everyone who was involved.

Volunteers in Newcastleton have replaced the picnic benches
and made new equipment for the school

Pete Jackson paintsSimon Robinson saws

Angus Laing also paints

DDEERREEKK && EELLMMAA
BBEELLLL

John Street, Langholm

Would like to wish

family and friends 
a very 

Merry Christmas and

a Happy New Year

MMAARRIIOONN
RROODDGGEERR
Charlotte Street

Langholm
Sending Best Wishes

for a 
Peaceful Christmasand for a New Year

that is
Healthy and Happy 

BBOOBBBBYY FFEENNTTOONN
Thomas Telford Road, Langholm

Wishing a 
Merry Christmas and a

Happy New Year to all my
family, friends and 
neighbours. Xxx

BBOOBB LLAAIIDDLLAAWW
aanndd SSAANNDDYY
Maxwell Road, Langholm

Wishing a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year to
all our family, friends 

and neighbours 

IIAANN IIMMRRIIEE
aanndd FFAAMMIILLYY

of Harelaw, Canonbie
Would like to wish their
many friends, neighbours

and relatives
a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year

AANNNN GGRRAAHHAAMM
Treetops, Langholm

Wishing a Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year 

to all my friends 
and neighbours 
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DDOOUUGGIIEE LLIITTTTLLEE
Elizabeth Street, Langholm

Wishing a 
Merry Christmas and

Happy New Year to all my
family, friends and 
neighbours xxx

CCAATTHHIIEE RROOBBIINNSSOONN
Townfoot, Langholm

Wishing a Merry Christmas
and a Happy, Healthy

New Year 
with love to all my family,
friends and neighbours

love Cathie xxxx

KKAATTHHLLEEEENN
WWAARRWWIICCKK

Galaside, Langholm

Wishes family, friends
and neighbours the very
best for Christmas and

the coming year
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JJIIMMMMYY &&
MMAARRGGAARREETT

HHOOTTSSOONN
Holmwood Drive,

Langholm
Wishing a Merry
Christmas andHappy New Year toall our friends and                 neighbours 

MMAAUURREEEENN
JJOOHHNNSSTTOONNEE

Douglas Terrace,
Langholm

Would like to wish all

friends and 

family the very best

for Christmas and the

coming year

KKAATTHHLLEEEENN
&& GGEEOORRGGEE
MMAAXXWWEELLLL

Meikleholm, Langholm
Would like to wish allfriends and family the very bestfor Christmas and thecoming year

HHEELLEENN FFIISSHHEERR
Rosevale Street, Langholm

Merry Christmas & all the best for
2021 to all my family and friends. 
Also thankyou to all who have sent
cards, gifts, food and helped me

duirng my recent illness and opera-
tion. Your kindness is very much

appreciated xxx

LANGHOLM Primary School pupil Abbie Laidlaw
is one of the finalists in a competition to design
a Christmas card.
Abbie, nine, entered the contest run by David

Mundell MP for Dumfriesshire, Clydesdale and
Tweeddale, and Oliver Mundell, Dumfriesshire MSP.
The Mundells sifted through hundreds of cards

from schools around their constituencies during the
judging process for their traditional Christmas card
competition.
Abbie’s card was one of three runners-up entries.
The overall winner was a snowman painting by

Oliver McKnight, 11, of Closeburn Primary School.
All the finalists' designs are displayed on the cards

which will spread some seasonal cheer to many 
individuals and organisations.
One is also delivered to Prime Minister Boris

Johnson at 10 Downing Street.
The winner and other finalists all received gift

vouchers.

Politicians pick Abbie’s card

CCAARROOLLIINNEE
MMUURRRRAAYY

Greenbank,
Langholm

Would like to wish
all friends and 
family the very

best for Christmas
and the 

coming year

BBEETTTTYY
EEDDGGAARR

Thomas Telford Road
Langholm

Would like to wish her
family and all her old
and new neighbours
and all friends a

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year

DDAAVVEE,, AANNNNEE
&& NNEEIILL

CCAAMMPPBBEELLLL
52 Henry Street

Langholm

Wishing friends and
neighbours a 

Merry Christmas and

a Happy New Year

AANNGGEELLAA
FFOOSSTTEERR

Would like to wish
family and friends
a healthy and happy

Christmas 
and New Year

MMAARRYY
MMAACCKKAAYY
Notwen HouseKirkpatrick-Fleming

Would like to wishall friends and family the verybest for Christmasand the coming
year

EELLAAIINNEE
AANNDDEERRSSOONN

Mary Street

Wishes a 
Merry Christmas and a

Happy New Year to all my
friends and neighbours

Abbie Laidlaw, nine, is a finalist in the Mundells’ Christmas card contest David and Oliver Mundell with the winning card



SPEAKERS from Eskdale and 
Liddesdale have promoted their 
successful land buyouts at a 
webinar.
Community land ownership in the
South of Scotland: the rise in interest
and ongoing potential for the region
was hosted by Community Land
Scotland.
The panel of speakers provided a
dynamic and vibrant discussion
about the growth of community
land ownership in southern 
Scotland.
Among them was Greg Cuthbert,
chairman of Newcastleton commu-
nity council, who spoke about the
Holm Hill buyout from Buccleuch
and Margaret Pool, chairwoman of
the Langholm Initiative, whose talk
was on the Langholm Moor com-
munity buyout.
With the inception of South of
Scotland Enterprise (SOSE) and 
recent high-profile buyouts, southern
Scotland is experiencing a wealth
of interest and ongoing progress of
people wanting to take ownership
and revive their communities.
The webinar looked to the future
and development of these fantastic
initiatives and how SOSE could
work with communities to continue
this growing trend.
This event was an opportunity to
share the positive results from what
has been a somewhat challenging
year.

 Greg gave a potted history 
of what had happened in 
Newcastleton in recent decades.
The village was remote, public
transport poor and school pupils
faced a 50-mile round trip to get to
school so were discouraged from
going into further education.
There was an ageing demographic
and in a few years most people
would be pensioners.
He added: “Attracting retirees is
easy, attracting people to work is
difficult. The Newcastleton and 
District Community Trust is trying
to find ways to improve this.
“There is an increasing demand
on services which continue to be
cut and there have been dramatic
and rapid environmental changes
because of climate change, like
flooding.
“Last February we were flooded
during Storm Dennis and in the
past 20 years we’ve had other floods
which have damaged infrastructure,
housing and various other aspects
of village life.
“But when the land came up for
sale, and this was totally unexpected,
we met the day we read it in the 
paper and decided we had to get
something together quickly.
“We also talked about the potential
threat from someone else buying it.
We didn’t want someone else taking
charge of our land again.”
Various groups and individuals
created an action plan, including
sourcing funding, and they talked
to others who had been through the
same process as well as experts.
Their plans included renewable

energy, leisure activities, forestry
and farming, including smallholdings
and sites for housing and commerce.
There would be a new golf club-
house with a dark skies viewing
gallery and a campsite.
Greg said: “In a little over 12
months we achieved what many
thought was not possible.

Humbling
“It was a very humbling experi-
ence; the whole community was
behind us and we learned very
quickly to network and use as many
knowledgeable and experienced peo-
ple as we could.
“My advice is to make sure you
carry the whole community with
you. It makes it much easier to con-
vince funders and politicians.
“We’ve not had a chance to celebrate
yet but we’ll have one hell of a party.
“Our plans are sound and sustain-
able for future generations and we
can make Liddesdale a destination.
“It was a once-in-a-lifetime chance
to change our future. It won’t happen
overnight but it will happen.
“This little village will be the
centre of the Borderlands. We can
offer so much economically.
“People realise southern Scotland
badly needs regeneration and help
and SOSE is willing to help us.”
He invited everyone to come to
Newcastleton and see how beautiful
an area it was to live in and what
they could achieve.”

 Margaret said that when 
Buccleuch unexpectedly put the
moor up for sale, the Langholm
Initiative had recently employed
Kevin Cumming to manage the
eco-tourism business Wild 
Eskdale.
She added: “Kevin took on the
challenge and, together with board
members and volunteers, formed
a working group to pursue this.
“We were asked to identify com-
munity backing for a buyout and
that was achieved in eight days.”
The group developed a good
working relationship with 
Buccleuch and they agreed a 
valuation.

There were two options: £6.4m
for 10,500 acres; and £4.2m for
5,200.
The Scottish Land Fund (SLF)
then told them they had six months,
until October 31, to sign the deal
or they would lose its £1m grant.
Pressure by a cross-party group
of MSPs led to the SLF relaxing
the rule and giving them until the
end of October to raise the funds
and the end of January to complete
the sale.
Margaret said: “The John Muir
Trust proved to be pivotal by 
engaging with other environmental
organisations.

Crowdfunder
“Our crowdfunder had a target
of £200,000 and we exceeded that,
raising £252,000.
“We had some really touching
contributions from smaller groups,
like Sunnyside school in Glasgow.
Hen Harrier Day, hosted by Chris
Packham, raised £10,000.
“But most important of all was
Richard Bunting who works for
Greenpeace. He did all our press
releases and contacted all the 
media. He did all this for free.
“We got a lot of publicity through
the John Muir Trust which made
us its community appeal for 2020.
“The responses we got from that
were terrific. One man, who was
terminally ill, wanted his money
to go to the project.”
Margaret said their current efforts
were dedicated to a stand-alone
trading company.
“So we hope that, as we develop
the economic potential of the moor,
we can be more self-reliant.
“I’m happy to report we have
funding in place for a commercial
manager, who will look at the
economic potential of the moor,
and for a moorland manager, who
will look at setting up the nature
reserve which is at the heart of
the whole project.”
She said being able to inter-act
with others, who had the skills to
help the project do what it wanted
to do, meant everything.
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MMAARRCCEELLLLOO 
&& LLIILLAA
FFEERRRRII

Hamilton

Wishing a Merry
Christmas and a 

Happy New Year to

family and friends 
in Langholm

MMAARRGGAARREETT
&& EEDDDDIIEE

TTUURRNNBBUULLLLWaverley Road, Langholm
Would like to wish allfriends and family the very best for Christmas and the

coming year

AALLEEXX
WWEEAATTHHEERRSSTTOONNEE

Elizabeth Street, Langholm

Wishing a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New year 
to all my family, friends

and neighbours xxx

DDIICCKK IIRRVVIINNGG
Greenbank, Langholm

would like to wish 
everyone a very 

Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year

MMAARRGGAARREETT 
&& ZZAANNDDEERR
TTUURRNNBBUULLLL
Eskdale Place, Langholm

Wish all family, friends and 
neighbours a Merry Christmas

and a happy and healthy 
New Year

Sustainable vision

The Tarras Water runs alongside the road connecting Langholm and Newcastleton

JJEESSSSIIEE &&
LLAARRRRYY

MMAARRTTIINNInveresk,  Langholm
wish family and friends a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year

DDOORREEEENN  &&
SSTTUUAARRTT

SSMMIITTHH
Galaside, Langholm

Would like to wish all

their friends a
Merry Christmas

and a 
Happy New Year
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Pandemonium in Pantoland
As the pandemic denies us our fun this week, we take a look at pantos past

By Judith Johnson

THE Muckle Toon Panto
has become an important
fixture in the Langholm
calendar.

For 12 years audiences
have booed and hissed,
clapped and cheered, sung
along with well-known songs
and groaned at corny jokes.

The panto has attracted
audiences from near and far;
the reputation for quality 
entertainment and traditional
family fun has led to many
sell-out performances.

The fantastic performers
span a huge age range, from
eight to 80, but the unsung
heroes are the army of sup-
porting characters.

They are the people paint-
ing scenery, making 
costumes and props, chasing
up resources and special 
effects, assisting at 
rehearsals and, of course,
the stage crew and chaper-
ones. What a marvellous
community effort.

Sadly, of course, there is
no panto this year. The 
Centre Stage team has been
busy with many other activi-
ties in line with COVID-19
guidelines to bring some
cheer and light to the com-
munity.

But have no fear; the 
Muckle Toon Panto will be
back next year......

Oh yes we will!

Aaaaaw!  Romantic leads Ashleigh Calvert and Luke Bell

There is certainly nothing like THIS dame....Leslie Murray

A scene from Mother Goose in 2019

The cast of Dick McWhittington in 2017 Centre Stage can take much credit for introducing so many children to performing arts

There’s almost always a Good Fairy......this one is played by Lucy Bell

And a pantomime horse, of course!  With Glen Cavers
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A SKETCHBOOK, 
given as a gift to an 
accomplished Langholm
artist, has been accepted
into an art library in
New York.
The late Bob McLure
was well-known for his
land and seascapes which
he painted in oils. He took
up painting after he retired
in 2007.
Many of Bob’s friends
and family enjoyed seeing
photos of his paint-
ings which he posted on
Facebook every day dur-
ing lockdown.
The sketchbook was a
work in progress, bought
him as a Christmas present
last year.
Sadly, he didn’t finish it

but his family finished it
for him. The sketchbook
is now stored in the Brook-
lyn Sketchbook Library,
an international project
with contributors from all
over the world.

Forever
It means these pictures
are digitally preserved for-
ever. 
Bob, who lived in
Langholm with his wife,
Nancy, died in June.
The art library, in the
heart of Williamsburg, is
home to more than 41,000
sketchbooks from more
than 130 countries.
The library’s core prin-
ciple is the belief that any-
one can participate in cre-
ativity.

Artists can order a
sketchbook, fill it and send
it to the library to be a
part of the world’s largest
collection of artists’
sketchbooks.
Every participant is sent
the same five by seven
inches blank sketchbook.
Each one is given a
unique, six-digit barcode
so it can be catalogued
into the system. 
Each sketchbook travels
the country on the Book-
mobile through pop-up
residencies, drawing
events and school visits.
During these travels,
people’s stories are shared
through exhibitions and
different learning 
experiences.

Bob in the Big AppleCash is
king?
A UK government pledge to
help safeguard the UK cash
system, despite a growing use
of other transaction methods
has been welcomed.
David Mundell, Dum-
friesshire MP, was co-sponsor
of a Commons debate, in which
he joined colleagues from
around the UK in expressing
fears that the country was
'sleepwalking towards a cash-
less society’.
There was cross-party con-
cern among parliamentarians
that the COVID-19 pandemic
was causing an acceleration
of the trend towards a totally
electronic currency system.
Mr Mundell said that, despite
evidence that cash presented
little risk of spreading coron-
avirus, the pandemic had cre-
ated a stigma, partly respon-
sible for a downturn in usage.
Referring to a steady decline
in cash machines, he said 
there were now fewer in the
1,700 square miles of his 
Dumfriesshire, Clydesdale and
Tweeddale constituency than
on, or just off, Victoria Street
in Westminster.
He added: “That imbalance
is plain wrong and the industry
must correct that.
“Older and other vulnerable
people suffered most as 
opportunities to use physical
cash reduced.”
MPs are also concerned that
increased reliance on electronic
money and banking could leave
the country more vulnerable
in the event of cyber attacks
and GPS satellite failures.
Jesse Norman, Treasury 
financial secretary, pledged
that the government would
bring forward legislation to
protect access to cash 'in due
course’.
Afterwards, Mr Mundell,
said: "I'm encouraged by the
confirmation that the govern-
ment will legislate but it 
remains important that this is
done urgently."
____________________

Raffle
prizes
LANGHOLM Rotary Club
drew its raffle in a socially-
distanced manner and the task
was done by four members.
Winners: Tom Stothart, large
hamper, Paddy Sherman, small
hamper; Kenneth Pool, bottle
of Glenfiddich; Graham 
Weatherstone, bottle of cognac;
Ronnie Stormont, bottle of
whisky; Stuart McDonald,
prosecco; Geoff Maxwell, Brut
Alliance; Daisy M, Blossom
Hill Rose; Jim Muir,
McGuigan Chardonnay; 
Nicolas Trussler, Hardy’s Rose,
Tricia Common, Celebrations
chocolates, Audrey Maxwell,
Milk Tray, Kerina Bell, luxury
Christmas pudding.

Bob shows Marion Rodger his paintings at the Producers’ Market

Colourful CosmosThe island of Gigha

Winter ReflectionsA view of Skye Monet’s Garden, Giverny



Langholm Parish Church Sunday School Nativity in 2005 are back row: Finn Stewart, Aiden Wilson and Charlie
Beattie as the sheep, while shepherds Callum Henderson, Luke Tolson and Bailey Donaldson watch over them

GOOD OLD 
RUGBY DAYS

I have never heard swearing
like it. Jock Kersh called me
for everything. “Was I here to
watch so and so aeroplanes or
play rugby?” etc. etc.
But Tom Irving, Jim Barker

and I had a great evening at the
fairground next door. We
queued for an hour to get on the
then world’s biggest ‘Big 
Dipper’. The bus was waiting
for us when the Exhibition
closed and “Pinder” and
Campbell Crow Copeland were
reprimanded by the police with
a dismantled torpedo on their
shoulders.
They said they thought the 

Exhibition was finished with it.
Cricket was the popular sum-

mer game but when Langholm
girls began to wear shorts, I
gave up cricket and decided that
tennis was a much more excit-
ing game. Helen Watt had pink
shorts, four inches above the
knee; Kathleen Barrow had
white sharkskin shorts, three
inches above the knee; Mary
Little had brown shorts, two

inches above the knee; and Peg
Hotson had green silk shorts,
two inches below the knee.
But unemployment was still

rife in the mid-thirties in
Langholm and in fact the whole
country.
Some people had never

worked at all. Mark you they
had all given up hope years ago
and would stand at the fountain
day in day out.
There was Prince Henry as he

was known. He wore a brown
overcoat that reached to his  
ankles and a brown Stetson hat
that someone had given him.
He wore it summer and winter
and never spoke to anyone. 

Fitba
There was John Hood, a sort

of effeminate character that the
children would tease, and then
there was Davie Ferguson bet-
ter known as “Fitba”.
Fitba was a better than aver-

age artist and would paint on
cardboard lids as he couldn’t 
afford canvas.
Fitba’s speciality was the

‘Skipper’s Brig’ and he could
paint it from memory sitting by
the fire on a winter’s night.
Every stone, tree, leaf and rip-
ple of the ‘Gullets’ would be in

place. His best time for selling
them was the Common Riding
week when returning exiles
would pay 3/6 for them.
Pre-war the Flag was handed

in and the pubs closed at
9.30pm.

2/6
Fitba would be desperate for a

drink as he dashed among the
crowd as 9.30pm neared and he
reduced the price to 2/6.
Fitba entered two fancy dress

parades. In the first he cut two
holes in a beer barrel for his
arms and had a notice on the
barrel which read: “I’ve been
through it”.
He got first prize which was

money and he drank the lot.
Next time he went as Ghandi.

He coloured his skin with cof-
fee, got a pair of wire rimmed
spectacles, wore a white sheet
and led a goat that he had bor-
rowed from a farmer. Being a
man of very slight build he
looked more like Ghandi than
Ghandi himself. He won first
prize which was money and
drank the lot.

(to be continued)

Langholm with the Lid Off
We continue our serialisation of Wattie Bell’s book.

Angels at the Langholm Parish Church Sunday School Nativity in 2005 are: Katie McCall, Kalie Beattie,
Rebecca Hall, Alison Kennedy, Carly Blaikie and Zoe Little

Some of the children attending Langholm Church Sunday School Party in 1995 

Festive Fun over the years

Looking smart at the Higher Grade Ball in December 1988 are this group of Academy students who danced the
night away to Scottish dancing by Roger Dobson’s band
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Waste Collections 
The waste and recycling collection service will be 
operating as normal over the festive season except on  
the following days:

Normal collection day Amended collection day

Friday 25th December Sunday 27th December

Friday 1st January Sunday 3rd January 

Please make sure your wheeled bin or Council supplied refuse sacks are 
out for collection by 6.30am on your collection day.

Side Waste
Residents will be able to present up to 2 refuse sacks beside your general 
waste (non-recyclable) bin up until end of January 2021.  

Bulky Uplifts and White Goods
There will be no bulky uplift or white goods collection service between 
21st December 2020 and 5th January 2021.

Commercial Waste uplifts
Commercial waste uplifts will be as normal except on the days below:

Normal 
Uplift Date

Amended Collection Days

General Paper/Cardboard 
& Cans/Plastics* Glass

Friday
25 Dec 2020

Sunday  
27 Dec 2020

*Friday  
7 Jan 2021

Thursday  
24 Dec 2020

Monday
28 Dec 2020

As normal *Monday  
11 Jan 2021 As normal

Friday
1 Jan 2021

Sunday  
3 Jan 2021

*Friday  
7 Jan 2021

Sunday  
3 Jan 2021

Monday
4 Jan 2021

As normal *Monday  
11 Jan 2021

Monday 
4 Jan 2021

*All extra side waste can be presented on date stated. Excess cardboard 
waste can be placed in cardboard boxes for collection beside your bin

Household Waste Recycling Centres (HWRC)
All Household Waste Recycling Centres are closed on:
• Friday 25 December and Saturday 26 December
• Friday 1 January and Saturday 2 January
On all other days, the sites are open as normal, with the exception of 24 
December and 31 December where they will close at 4pm.  Remember a 
booking is required www.dumgal.gov.uk/wasterecycling 
Please sort your waste for recycling and use the receptacles provided at 
the centre. 
Please do not leave any waste outside a closed HWRC as this is a 
prosecutable offence.

Recycling and Glass Banks
Local recycling points and glass bring banks will remain available and will 
continue to be serviced for use over the festive period.  

Disposal of Christmas trees
Real Christmas trees 
Real Christmas trees can be taken to a household waste recycling centre 
as green waste for recycling. If you compost at home, the branches can 
go in your compost bin.
Alternatively, real trees can be cut into lengths up to 1 metre long and 
placed out for collection alongside your wheeled bin or refuse sacks until 
Friday 15th January 2021.

Electrical / Fibre Optic Christmas trees
Electrical and fibre optic trees can be taken to a household waste 
recycling centre as a small domestic electrical appliances. Broken 
Christmas tree lights can also be put in this container for recycling.

Unwanted Artificial Christmas trees
Non-electrical artificial Christmas trees can be placed in your wheeled bin 
or refuse sacks for disposal.

Batteries
Household batteries should not be placed in general waste but recycled 
at an HWRC or in containers provided at supermarkets and larger shops 
that sell batteries.

www.dumgal.gov.uk

Festive Arrangements

There’s no snow......yet!

Canonbie in the snowChilly, but sunny meeting of the waters

Sledging on the Kirk Wynd

A view over Langholm to the Ewes Valley

Pelosi’s customers are hardy souls

E&L
CLASSIFIEDS
PUBLIC NOTICES
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E&L JOB SPOT

COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS

CUMBRIA METALS
FARM SCRAP

URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

COMPLAINTS

PUBLIC NOTICES

TO LET

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM

MOBILE 
POST OFFICE

TOWN HALL CAR PARK

WEDNESDAYS
12 noon - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS
9am - 2pm

___________________________
No mobile Royal Bank service at the moment

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER
COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in
The Eskdale and Liddesdale Advertiser, please
come into the office on Langholm High Street and
speak to the editor, Rachel Norris.
Alternatively, please contact the Company Secretary 
by email – secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk  
or by writing to:-  The Company Secretary

Muckle Toon Media
Ashley Bank House
Langholm  DG13 0AN

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser  54 High Street  Langholm  DG13 0JH  013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

Advertise in the E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised how little it costs!

An advert this size, 5cm x 2 columns,
will only cost £15 + VAT each for 12 inserts.
This can include your logo or other graphic

and can be designed in-house.
Contact 013873 80012 for details.
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To
advertise

in the
E & L 

Advertiser
please call
013873
80012

E&L
JOBS
Advertise your 

vacancies in the

E&L 
Advertiser

013873 80012 |
sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

ADVERTISING

PUBLIC NOTICES

The Langholm Ini�a�ve (SC041085)

Finance Administrator
The Langholm Ini(a(ve, a community wide Sco*sh Charitable Incorporated
Organisa(on, is appoin(ng a Financial Administrator whose primary responsibility
will be to provide financial administra(ve support to the Treasurer and Board of
Trustees.

Skills and Experience 
Applicants will have demonstrable financial administra(on and organisa(onal
skills and is:
• IT literate with experience of MS office and accountancy so�ware packages.
• Have excellent wri)en and communica(on skills.
• Well organised with strong administra(ve skills.
• Selfmo(vated and an enthusias(c team player willing to accommodate 

flexible work demands.
• Ability to deliver quality work with minimum supervision.
• It is desirable that you have a financial qualifica(on (or experience 

equivalency) and / or be a member of a recognised financial ins(tute.
• It is desirable that you have a good knowledge of the local area and 

experience of working with / suppor(ng community organisa(ons.

Contract and Applica�on Enquiry
The role is offered on a pensionable part (me (30hrs per week) basis with a
compe((ve remunera(on package.
Requests for further informa(on, including full job descrip(on and details of
applica(on process, are available via email from haugh2@b(nternet.com

Closing date for applica�ons is Tuesday 22nd December 2020.

Development of the next three year plan for health and social care 
 

 
 
 
Please help to shape health and adult social care in Dumfries and Galloway, 
before the initial engagement closes on 17 January 2021. 
  
You can read the consultation document on www.dghscp.co.uk/strategicplan, 
or request a paper or electronic copy by phone, email or post. 
 
You can submit your answers to the engagement questions by any of the 
following methods 

 Completing the www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/8HFWIV/  
 Emailing the document to Dg.spcp@nhs.scot 
 Posting them to 

Strategic Planning and Commissioning, NHS 
Dumfries and Galloway, Mountainhall Treatment 
Centre, Bankend Road, Dumfries, DG1 4AP 

 Telephoning 01387 272734 
 

 
 

the Join Conversation 



Sports Nostalgia
From the E&L November 13, 2003

Legion’s junior footballers celebrate their first birth-
day

LANGHOLM Legion Junior Football Club was formed
a year ago to give the children of the town and the sur-
rounding area the chance to take part in training sessions
by SFA qualified coaches.

During the year there has been about 60 children a
week attending these sessions, ranging from the ages of
seven to 14, which are held at the Eskdale Sports and
Leisure Centre.

The club received some kind donations from local
trust funds which were much appreciated and also £2,550
from the Sportscotland awards for all scheme, which

was used to buy training equipment and strips.
To mark their first year a presentation night buffet was

held last Friday when each child received a certificate
for his hard work and the two teams which played in the
Scottish Borders Junior Football League were presented
with their prizes.

Prizewinners
U11s: player of the year – Ryan Brown; top scorer –

Jay Devlin; most man of the matches – Iain Little and
Ali Little; players’ player – Ali Little; young players –
Craig Cuthbert and Lewis Hawes.

U13s: player of the year – Gareth Irving; top scorer –
Joe Patterson; most man of the matches – Gavin Campbell;
players’ player – Gareth Irving; young player – Lewis
Miller.

President John Irving gave two trophies for the most
promising youngsters which were won this by Ross Rae
and Gregor Masterton. A special award was given to
Euan Wilson for being the first player from the club to
be selected for the Scottish Borders development squad.

The club is holding its AGM next Monday, November
17, in the Buck Hotel at 7pm.

Sport Funding
SPECTATOR sports in Dum-
fries and Galloway will receive
a share of a £55m package
announced by the Scottish
Government.

The support will help teams
such as Queen Of The South
cope with a difficult period,
during which they have been
unable to welcome fans to
matches because of the COVID-
19 pandemic.

The funding includes £30m
for football, £20m for rugby
and £2.2m to ice hockey and
rinks.

The money goes over and
above what has been provided
by the UK government in Bar-
nett consequentials and means
the SNP government can pro-
vide the funds each sport needs.

The Scottish government re-
ceived substantial sums through
Barnett consequentials as a result
of UK government spending on
its coronavirus response pack-
age.

The guaranteed sum for Scot-
land has been increased recently
by another £1 billion and now

stands at £8.2 billion.
Joan McAlpine, South 

Scotland MSP, said: “Sport is
an integral part of the lives of
the people of Dumfries and
Galloway.

“I know the strength of feeling
there has been from fans of
different sports because many
have contacted my office with
their concerns.

Delighted
“I’m delighted the government

has responded by engaging with
our sporting bodies and tailoring
a funding package to each sport
and has gone above and beyond
what was provided by the UK
government in Barnett conse-
quentials.

“This has been a difficult time
for many sports in the area so
this will provide the support
they need.

“I would urge everyone in
the region to ensure we keep
following the guidelines and
doing our best to suppress the
virus.

“If we can all do that, we can
eventually return to venues and
watch our favourite teams play.”

Published by Muckle Toon Media CIC - a Community Interest Company, at their offices, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH. Telephone 013873 80012      Price 80p
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Sports News
Thursday December 17, 2020

Sponsored by KELSO RACES

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
TUESDAY 29th DECEMBER

SUNDAY 17th JANUARY 2021
01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Horseracing
TORTUGA Bay, under champion 
jockey Brian Hughes, showed 
improved form when winning at 
Newcastle last Thursday.

The trainer said that the mare, which
won by two lengths, might have bene-
fited from wearing cheek pieces for
the first time.

The six-year-old set off at 12/1 in
touch with the leaders and made good
progress to challenge three fences
from home.

She took the lead two from home
and kept on well to win the two-mile
handicap hurdle in soft going.

Ewart also had three thirds at the
track: Black Pirate; Bullion; and Empire
De Maulde.

The 9/2 shot Black Pirate was ridden
by Hughes in a novices’ limited handicap
chase over two miles, half a furlong.

Ridden by Danny McMenamin, the
horse, which jumped slightly left through-
out the race, was in second place but
was just pushed into third and after
jumping a fence less fluently, he was
outpaced three from home.

Bullion, ridden by Rachael McDonald,
lined up in the two-mile handicap hurdle
at 14/1.

He did not jump with any fluency and
was at the back of the field. There was
still plenty to do four fences from home
but he made progress before the final
fence and went third inside the final
110 yards.

McDonald also rode Empire De
Maulde, who was at odds of 11/4 in
the two-mile novices’ handicap chase.

He set off keenly and was in touch
with the leaders but, unfortunately, was
hampered by a faller and lost ground

at the 11th fence.
McDonald rallied him and they moved

into third but made no impression to
remain in that position at the post.

At Ayr on Monday Ewart picked up a
third with Foxey, ridden by McMenamin.

They set off at 11/2 in two-mile condi-
tional jockeys’ handicap hurdle in heavy
going.

The five-year-old was towards the
rear in the early stages but moved into
fourth and chased the leaders.

McMenamin pushed him along but
he weakened at the end to come third
of the eight runners.

Sport to get share
of £55 millionMare races to win

E&L
SPORT

Online Subscriptions to the E&L Advertiser 
now available from only £1 per week

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’. Published weekly and available to read 
anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

WHAT A GREAT IDEA FOR A CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR YOUR FAR-FLUNG FRIENDS AND RELATIVES!! 
Simply log-on to www.eladvertiser.co.uk and click the link to subscribe

Newcastle Racecourse

U11 winners: Pictured with Gordon Young, John Irving, 
president, and Callum Cuthbert are Ryan Brown, Jay Devlin, 

Iain Little, Ali Little, Craig Cuthbert and Lewis Hawes


