
DUMFRIES and Galloway
Council will not support the
redevelopment of the Town-
foot Sports Centre in
Langholm unless a flood
protection scheme is built.
The news was revealed by

the centre’s working group
which was set up to redevelop
the site after it was closed by
Edinburgh Woollen Mill in
February 2019.
As reported in the group’s

previous newsletter, it had 
received a response to its pre-
planning application from the
council.
This raised concerns by 

the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency and the
council’s flood risk manage-
ment team that the proposed
redevelopment was in an 
area categorised as having a
medium to high risk of 
flooding.
The council said it would

not support the proposal as it
currently stood because of the
risk of flooding.
However, its report con-

cluded that the proposal could
be considered if the flooding

concerns were addressed with
more information and assess-
ments.
A group spokesperson said:

“We have now received 
additional information from
flood risk management team.
“This clarifies that, until a

formal flood protection
scheme is constructed in
Langholm, the council would

maintain its objection to any
proposed development which
lies within the floodplain.
“Clearly, the floodplain issue

is a concern, as is developing
a business plan which will
support the economic sustain-
ability of the redevelopment
in the current challenging eco-
nomic climate.
“However, the working

group and Langholm Initiative
are ready for the challenge
and determined to make the
project a success for the benefit
of the community.
“The COVID-19 situation

has had an impact on the
timescales for the delivery of
our design feasibility study.”

>Turn to Page 2
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Flood plain causes yet more planning problems
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Council refuses to endorse
sports centre proposals

SANTA and Mrs Claus got special dispensation to
travel from Lapland to Langholm last Saturday.
They brought much-needed festive cheer on a bright,

sunny day by taking their sleigh around the streets and
pulling up outside the town hall for the switching on of
the Christmas lights.
For more photos from the afternoon’s activities, turn to

pages 8 and 9.

From Lapland
to Langholm

One of the designs put forward for the redevelopment of the Townfoot Sports Centre

CLICK HERE TO SUBSCRIBE

Online Subscriptions to the E&L Advertiser 
now available from only £1 per week

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’. Published weekly and available to read anytime
and anywhere using multiple devices from mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

WHAT A GREAT IDEA FOR A CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR YOUR FAR-FLUNG FRIENDS AND RELATIVES!! 

Jilly’s starter for eight
LANGHOLM’S MASTERCHEF FINALIST COOKS-UP A FESTIVE TREAT: PAGE 10



> From Page 1
Campbell Scott, who chairs the

group, said he did not know yet
what their next move would be.
Robert Potter & Partners of 

Dumfries, which was working on
the design feasibility study, was
currently finalising the draft study.
Campbell said: “Once it’s com-

pleted, we draft an option appraisal
report and can come forward with
a recommendation and conclusions
to put to the governance review
team.
“This comprises the Langholm

Initiative board members and 
representatives of Ashleybank 
Investments (which owns the
building).
“The council’s response is dis-

appointing and makes things a lot
more difficult.
“In the current climate trying to

find capital funding will also be
challenging. That was always 
going to be the case but may be
even more so coming out of

COVID-19.”
He said the group had to manage

expectations and be clear that the
flood plain was an issue.
If a flood protection scheme

went ahead, they would then be
able to look forward with some
confidence.
Councillor Ronnie Tait, Annan-

dale East and Eskdale, said: “As
a supporter of the Townfoot Sports
Centre redevelopment, I’m very
concerned about the flooding issue
highlighted to the working group
by the council.
“The council will maintain its

objection to any proposed rede-
velopment on the flood plain which

the sports centre itself is on.
“I sincerely hope they can come

up with some solution to this.
“As I have highlighted on many

occasions, Langholm needs a flood
prevention scheme because most
developments, I suggest, will be
near the river, especially if the
project is for public use.”
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No decision yet on the next move

New firefighter
relishes roleChurch Notices

Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES

Sunday 
13th December

Morning Worship

Liddesdale 10am
~

Canonbie 11.30am

Services led by
Rev. Morag Crossan BA

All welcome 

Charity no. SCO00717

GORDON

Suddenly but peacefully on 7th December 2020
in Dumfries Infirmary, Kathleen Gordon, nee
Reid, Holmwood Drive, Langholm, dearly loved
wife of Kenny, a dear sister, aunt and great aunt.

Funeral private due to current circumstances.

Deaths

A LANGHOLM retained fire-
fighter has just passed out
with Cumbria Fire & Rescue
Service.
Jennie Forster, 32, was ac-

cepted onto the rigorous 12-
week course at the first time of
applying.
She did her training at Penrith,

the county’s headquarters, after
getting through a tough interview
process.
Jennie, who formerly worked

at Edinburgh Woollen Mill and
Dalston Pharmacy, said: “I saw
that the fire service was recruiting
in the summer so went for it.
“I didn’t think I’d get in the first

time; it often takes people quite
a while so I was lucky.
“I had to do mind tests, a phys-

ical assessment, three interviews
and a group discussion. It was
quite tough.
“There were 15 people on the

course and we were quite a
mixed group.”
While Jennie will be based full

time in Penrith, she will stay on
as a retained firefighter in
Langholm.
She added: “If anyone is inter-

ested in becoming a firefighter,
I would recommend they go to
their local station and speak to
the firefighters and get as much
information as possible.
“I really enjoy it; it’s a brilliant

career and there are so many
options and specialisms.”
Jennie is currently enjoying 12

days’ leave before starting what
will be shifts of three days on

and three days off.
She said: “I’m really looking

forward to getting started now
and putting my training into 
practice.

LANGHOLM, ESKDALEMUIR, EWES 
& WESTERKIRK PARISH CHURCHES

Christmas Services
Due to current restrictions we have
a limit on the number of people 
attending at any one time. 

 At Eskdalemuir, restriction of 10 people;
Friday 18th at 2pm, Sunday 20th at 2pm. 
Contact May Reid 07766 714504

 At Westerkirk restriction of 35 people; 
Sunday 20th at 6.30pm. 
Contact Billy Johnstone 70287

 At Ewes restriction of 35 people; 
Christmas Eve 6pm, contact Anne Elliot 83818

 At Langholm, restriction 50 people; 
Christmas Eve two Christingle at 2.30pm and
4pm. Contact Donna Hislop 81490 or 07791
639859 or dhislop@churchofscotland.org.uk

Watchnight service at Langholm 11.15pm.
Contact Ellen Rae 80601.

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser is part funded by the
above organisations along with charitable trusts and 

individuals from the community of Langholm.

The Townfoot Sports Centre 

Jennie Forster of Langholm has qualified as a wholetime firefighter

Jennie Forster of Langholm passes out
with Cumbria Fire & Rescue Service
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Free school
meals
THE news that every primary
school pupil in Dumfries and
Galloway will be eligible for free
school meals all year around if
the SNP is re-elected in May has
been welcomed by Joan
McAlpine, South Scotland MSP. 
Deputy First Minister, John
Swinney, set out this latest step
in the drive to tackle child poverty
and make Scotland the first nation
in the UK to offer universal free
primary school meals.
The SNP previously extended
eligibility for a free school lunch
to all P1 to P3 pupils, while P4
to P7 pupils were eligible based
on income and benefits criteria.
Now, in the face of predictions
that Westminster cuts will drive
child poverty rates even higher,
the expansion, estimated to cost
about £230m a year in extra 
expenditure, will introduce a free
year-round breakfast and lunch
for all primary pupils from August
2022.
Ms McAlpine said: “The pan-
demic has put real financial pres-
sure on families and it’s right
that the government ensured chil-
dren in Dumfries and Galloway
continued to have free school
meals in the holidays.
“Unlike the Tories, we didn’t
have to be publicly shamed and
condemned into choosing to feed
hungry children.
“That is the basic duty of any
government.
“This ambitious expansion of
the free meals scheme is the next
step in our battle to stop the Tories
forcing more kids into poverty,
support families and make Scot-
land the best place to grow up.
“That progressive vision, 
underpinned by human rights,
equality and well-being is exactly
why people in Scotland continue
to put their faith in the SNP.”

More freedom for two
regions from tomorrow
But non-essential travel into England is still banned for now

DUMFRIES and Galloway and
the Scottish Borders have been
moved into Level 1, giving 
individuals and businesses more
freedom.
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon
announced the change on 
Tuesday.
The two regions drop to Level
1 after significant improvements
in suppressing the virus in these
two areas.
Restrictions will be eased from
6pm tomorrow.
Colin Smyth, South Scotland
MSP, says the move is ‘long
awaited and long overdue’ and
will be welcomed by the hos-
pitality sector.
He said: “People here have
worked really hard over the

past couple of months and their
sacrifices have paid off when
we look at the latest COVID-
19 figures.
“This change to Level 1 is wel-
come but everyone recognises
that the virus is still dangerous
and we must all remain vigilant
until we can all be vaccinated.
“The argument that our prox-
imity to areas with high levels
of COVID-19 such as Lanark-
shire and Ayrshire put our region
at risk of an increase in cases
is thankfully unfounded.
“The move will also be wel-
come news for our hard-pressed
hospitality sector which has
suffered a great deal since the
start of the pandemic.”

Logical
Rachael Hamilton, Liddesdale’s
MSP, said:  “With cases falling
over many weeks and remaining
consistently low, it was logical
to take this decision.
“In the run-up to Christmas
more businesses can open for

longer, especially hospitality.
“Many weeks at Level 2 was
difficult for businesses, given
the reduced hours of trading
and lower financial support on
offer compared with Level 3.
“I want to thank Borderers for
their co-operation and I hope
we can take comfort that in the
months ahead we will see more
progress on eradicating this aw-
ful virus.
“As we approach Christmas, I
would ask all Borderers to 
adhere to the guidance to make
sure we can stay in Level 1.”
To find out the details go to
www.gov.scot/publications/coro
navirus-covid-19-protection-
levels/
Councillor Elaine Murray, 
Dumfries and Galloway Council
leader, said: “The move into
Level 1 has been achieved by
everyone who has followed the
guidance and helped control
the spread of the virus.
“Very sadly, lives have been
lost and it’s important we don’t

forget the risk COVID continues
to pose.
“We want to ensure the restart
of activities and services hap-
pens safely and within the 
revised guidelines.

Vaccines
“As we head towards Christmas
and, with the prospect of vac-
cines in the coming weeks, ev-
eryone must follows the direc-
tions on using face coverings,
hand hygiene and physical dis-
tancing and interactions.”
Nick Morris, NHS Dumfries
& Galloway chairman, added:
“I fully recognise and appreciate
the pain many families have
experienced over the past nine
months.
“People’s dedication to maintain
safety has helped to bring us to
this point but it’s not over yet.
“More people may experience
ill-health before we can say we
have got on top of this challenge
completely but there is light at
the end of the tunnel.

“Please continue to remain vig-
ilant and follow the guidance
on maintaining your safety and
of those around you.
“Tuesday marked the start of
vaccination for COVID-19 in
Dumfries and Galloway. I would
encourage everyone to take this
up when it is their turn.
The government has also issued
specific guidance on forming
bubbles over Christmas at
www.gov.scot/publications/coro
navirus-covid-19-guidance-for-
festive-period/
At the time of going to press
the travel ban on non-essential
trips into England remained.
“Even once vaccinated, we will
all need to continue to follow
the rules until widespread 
immunity has been established.
“I would like to assure everyone
about the processes which have
taken place in developing this
vaccine and the work done by
scientists to ensure they are
safe and effective.”
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ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgets

Wonderful winning window

Joan McAlpine MSP South Scotland
Virtual MSP Surgery
Friday 11 and Friday 18 December

Appointments available between 10am and 12 noon via Zoom
To book an appointment call 01387 255334 or email joan.mcalpine.msp@parliament.scot

Telephone surgeries are also available by appointment.

LANGHOLM businesses have
thrown themselves into the fes-
tive season and their decora-
tions have provided some good
cheer.
Langholm Regeneration Group
ran a competition for the best-
dressed window and first prize
was awarded to Browns Family
Butcher.
Katherine Latimer, group chair-
woman, presented the winner’s
shield to Amanda Crossan Brown.



ONE of the most contentious
issues brought to my atten-
tion is roads.
We have many B roads which
were not built to take the
amount of traffic inflicted on
them today.
We have an ongoing pro-
gramme of works on many
roads in the ward and many
streets have been repaired in the
past three weeks, nine in total.
Again, this is always ongoing.
I am contacted all the time
about the traffic lights on the
B7068 near the old Wauchope
Schoolhouse.
I can confirm there is a long-
standing dispute between the
council and the landowner who
has now been identified so,
hopefully, they will finally
come up with a works plan.
I am sure you will have 
noticed new road markings in
Charles Street, John Street and
David Street.
These streets have had car
buffers put down in the parking
bays to stop the bonnets of cars
encroaching onto the pavement.
There has also been a pro-
gramme of gulley-cleaning in
Canonbie and Langholm which
has not yet been completed.
I contacted Scottish Water
some time back to see whether
it would lift some of its inspec-
tion chambers which had
dipped below the existing road
levels. This has been completed
successfully.
I also asked for the safety bar-
riers at the end of the 
Buccleuch Park bridge to be
widened and this has been
done.
There was some hard lobby-
ing by myself  to have the bank-
ings cut in George Street,
Elizabeth Street and the Kirk

Wynd after the council opera-
tives were instructed by their
manager not to cut these this
year. The reasons for not cut-
ting the bankings were strange
because they had, for a consid-
erable time, always been cut
twice a year.

Transport Scotland
The special projects 
team have been advised to 
re-advertise the proposed load-
ing and waiting restrictions
again because the 20mph zone
will not proceed, a decision
made by Transport Scotland

and the council, based on recent
speed surveys.
Several constituents have con-
tacted me about the high retain-
ing wall on the left-hand side of
the road near the Skippers
Bridge going south.
I contacted Amey in June and
sent photos. Instructions were
pipelined to BEAR Scotland to
inspect and repair.
I had a meeting on site last
week with two engineers from
BEAR and, hopefully, they will
repair it soon.
A proposal to put up a warn-
ing indication sign that children

are crossing south of the junc-
tion at Hallpath has been
pipelined from Amey to BEAR.
I have always had a good rap-
port with Amey and BEAR so
trust this will continue.

Post Office
Having been heavily involved
in securing a post office van
service in Langholm and work-
ing to have it operating from
the customer service centre in
the town hall, I was amazed to
read the headline in the E&L
Advertiser last week announc-
ing the arrival of the post office
in the Co-operative in 2021.
There has certainly been no
recent discussion between the
Post Office Counter section and
the Co-operative, only when the
post office in Langholm closed
and it was trying to get another
retailer to take it on.
This was unsuccessful with
the Co-operative and one other
retailer.
The existing service provider
is extremely disappointed with
the headline in the paper.
I am pleased to say the post
office is moving back into the
public library in the town hall
on January 6, providing
COVID-19 behaves itself.
The opening hours will be
Wednesday from 10am to
3.30pm and Friday from 9am to
2pm, an extra two hours as they
were previously.
Suspension Bridge
I asked one of the chief engi-
neers to inspect the suspension
bridge because a constituent
called me last week to tell me
about some unusual movement
at the John Street end of the
bridge.
He came on Thursday and

contacted me on Friday to say
there were no immediate 
concerns.
Major refurbishment on the
bridge will take place in May
2021.
Some good news in Langholm
about projects which have
started.
Firstly, the extra care housing
at Murtholm. This will help keep
the elderly in their own commu-
nity and, most importantly, 
secure the future of Thomas
Hope Hospital. Well done.
The development of the for-
mer TG Graham’s yard into
business units is exactly what
Langholm has needed for years.
I’m sure there will be no prob-
lems filling them. Well done.
The medicinal cannabis oil
farm, which will create 35 to 40
jobs, is exactly what Langholm
needs after the demise of the
textile industry.
We always assumed there
would never be a big employer
in the area again. Well done.
The Eskdale Foundation’s pro-
ject transforming the former 
police station into affordable
housing and bringing an old
building back to life. Well done.
To summarise the above: 
caring for the elderly is most 
important as is helping busi-
nesses, creating jobs and provid-
ing good-quality, affordable
housing.
I congratulate all the 
businesses, old and new, for
working through a very difficult
year. Well done.
Finally, I would like to wish
everyone as best a Christmas as
possible and certainly a more
happy and prosperous New
Year.

Councillor Ronnie Tait
Annandale East & Eskdale

Dumfries & Galloway
Council
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EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

Letters to the editor Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or

email your comments to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk

Approval
beggars
belief
I HAVE read with interest the
articles and letters which relate
to a proposal by James Jones
Ltd to plant commercial
forestry on Warbla Hill.
In particular, I noted the desire
of Tilhill Forestry to downplay
the loss of yet another agricul-
tural unit and open hill ground.
As I have now come to expect,
the Confederation of Forestry
Interests (Confor) produced 
another piece of nonsensical
propaganda extolling the benefits
of covering our hills in Sitka
Spruce. Not least of those was
the carbon capture benefit.
That Sitka Spruce has any car-
bon capture benefit is debatable

but when peat-covered ground
is exposed to plant these trees,
there is surely a negative 
impact.
The accompanying photo is
the reality of what happens when
a major forestry interest such
as James Jones Ltd begins to
capitalise on its investment in
land previously owned by 
Buccleuch.
This vandalism is the result of
a few days’ work at 
Cleuchfoot in the past week.
Similar destruction of peatland
was perpetrated at Glendivan last
spring for the same company.
That Scottish Forestry ap-
proves planning such as this
and will, in due course, approve
the payment of Scottish taxpay-
ers’ money, by way of grant to
the perpetrators of this damage
to the environment, beggars 
belief.

Aeneas M Nicolson
Bridge House
Langholm

Langholm’s suspension bridge: ‘no immediate concerns’

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm.......................101
Newcastleton ................ 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
.................................030 3333 3000
.............www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc) ............................
0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library ..
013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council ....
0330 100 1800
out of hours ..01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
......www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
.....................0800 0778 778
......www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
.......................................105
.....www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ....
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries ........
03457 484 950
.........www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
.....................03000 996 699
.................www.sepa.org.uk
Amey (A7) 
.....................0800 042 0188
...www.scottishtrunkroadsse
.amey.co.uk

POST OFFICES
Langholm .....013873 81109
Newcastleton ..013873 75361
Canonbie ......013873 71348
Rowanburn ...013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
......................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
......................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital ...
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
.....................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm .....013873 83100
Newcastleton ..013873 75100
Canonbie .....013873 71313
NHS24 ...........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes and
Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk...07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
......................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
......................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
......................013873 75240
Canonbie 
......................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Dalston Pharmacy, Langholm
......................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
......................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy .013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening hours

01461 202508

A comprehensive report from Councillor Ronnie Tait

The result of a few days’ work at Cleuchfoot in the past week.

Courage of
convictions
IN REPLY to the letter
“Inept reply” (E&L 
Advertiser, December 3) I
would like to point out that
putting Name and Address
Supplied means nothing.
If someone wants to make
derogatory comments about
someone or some entity, they
should have the conviction
to put their name and address
to that letter.

Bryan Rae
Whitaside
Langholm
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Wetter winters and
more hot summers

Recycling
bins mess
THE Co-op in Langholm is
having issues with people dump-
ing rubbish at the recycling bins
when they are full.
This is an increasing issue for
the store so Dumfries and 
Galloway Council arranged for
extra bins to be placed on site
to try to help with this but it
still appears to be an issue.
The council has asked the
street cleaners to check these
bins when in the area but it
would be helpful if the public
were aware that, if they find
the bins full, they can call the
numbers provided to arrange
for them to be emptied.
The phone number is on the
signs behind the units so anyone
can call to request they are
emptied. Ring 01387 750911.

__________________

Depute
appointed
KAREN Vidler has been 
appointed permanent depute
headteacher for Langholm 
primary school.

Met Office says emissions must be cut to avoid extreme events
ESKDALE faces a future of
hotter, drier summers and
warmer, wetter winters, 
according to a new report by
the Met Office.
Rainfall will be heavier and
more intense and the amount
of rain to fall in any one day
could rise by nearly half in the
summer and a quarter in the
winter.
Western Scotland is already
one of the wettest areas of the
UK and the effect of higher
rainfall will be strongest here.
In the past 30 summers in 
Eskdale there were no days
above 25C a month on average.
If global average temperatures
rise by 2C, there could be one
day and with a 4C rise, four
days.
The hottest summer day of
the past 30 years was 30.1C.
If temperatures rise by 2C
above pre-industrial levels, the
hottest summer day could be
about 32C. If they rise by 4C,
it could be about 35.8C.
In the past 30 years there were

14 rainy days on average a
month in summer. If tempera-
tures rise by 2C, this could be
13 days a month. At a 4C rise it
could be about 11 days.
On the wettest summer day
of the past 30 years 52mm of
rain fell in this area. At a 2C
rise this could be about 55mm
and at a 4C rise about 74mm,
which is 43 per cent more.
The warmest winter day of
the past 30 years was 16.8C. If
temperatures increase 2C, the
warmest winter day could be
about 17.3C. If they rise by 4C,
it could be about 17.7C.

Wettest
On the wettest winter day of
the past 30 years 58mm of rain
fell in Eskdale. At a 2C rise
this could be about 71mm and
at a 4C rise about 72mm, which
is 24 per cent more than now.
The Met Office climate pro-
jections for the UK indicate sig-
nificant temperature rises in the
decades ahead for winter and
summer, with the greatest 
increases in the warmer south.

Extreme weather may become
more frequent and intense.
Not every summer will be hot-
ter than the last but temperature
records are expected to be reg-
ularly broken, while heatwaves
are likely to be longer and hap-
pen more often.

Human activity has increased
carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions
and caused rising temperatures
worldwide since the growth of
industrialisation in the 19th cen-
tury, says the report.
If global average temperatures
rise by 2C above pre-industrial

levels, days at least as hot as
the 2019 record could be more
frequent and widespread.
With a 4C rise, parts of the
UK could experience tempera-
tures above 42C.

Emissions
Urgent cuts in emissions are
needed to keep the rise in global
average temperatures in check.
Governments, which signed
the Paris Agreement in 2016,
pledged to cut emissions and
keep temperatures below a 2C
rise by the end of this century
but the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change says even a
1.5C rise could be devastating.
Currently, more than a quarter
of the UK has 20 or more days
without rain each summer
month. This could grow to more
than half the country if it reaches
4C global warming.
In warmer winters the heaviest
rains are likely to get more in-
tense. If temperatures rise by
4C, half the country could expect
at least 20 per cent more rainfall
on the wettest winter days.

IN BRIEF

Oliver  
Mundell MSP 
Member of the Scottish Parliament for the 
Dumfriesshire Constituency 

David 
Mundell MP 
Member of Parliament for Dumfriesshire,  

Clydesdale and Tweeddale 

A STRONG TEAM FOR DUMFRIESSHIRE

For details of my upcoming video  
and telephone surgeries, please visit: 

www.olivermundell.com  
or get in touch on 01576 203910 and 
oliver.mundell.msp@parliament.scot

For details of my upcoming video  
and telephone surgeries, please visit: 

www.davidmundell.com  
or get in touch on 01683 222746  
and david@davidmundell.com

More extreme summer flooding could hit Langholm in the future
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A NEW bench in a Langholm
street celebrates the residents’
passion for making their 
corner of the town the bright-
est and most colourful during
the festive season.
Last year Eskdaill Street won
the most Christmassy street
competition which is run by
Langholm Regeneration Group.
The neighbours were presented
with a brass plaque and there
was some discussion over where

it could be placed.
They settled on the idea of
attaching it to a bench and
turned to Mick Ryan, a keen
woodworker, who agreed to
take on the project.
Last Saturday, after the lights
were switched on in the street,
the residents held their own
little ceremony to christen the
seat which stands in the spot
where the phonebox used to
be.

Mick said: “I make things for
myself and do a few other
things, like rabbit hutches and
horse jumps but nothing like
this.
“I didn’t have a plan; I just
made it off the top of my head.”
The street is going all out to
win this year’s prize, too. Mick
said Townfoot was looking good
but Eskdaill Street was adding
more lights this year.

The best street in town

Mick Ryan and the residents of Eskdaill Street gather around their new bench



www.eladvertiser.co.ukEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES
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C&D Auction Marts Ltd had forward
5,531 store lambs and feeding ewes at
Longtown on Tuesday, December 1.
Another large entry attracted extra
buyers from Yorkshire, all classes met a
strong demand throughout and trade was
dearer on the week. Lowland lambs av-
eraged £78.62 and hill lambs £61.16.
Top £111, £107 and £103 for Beltex
from Messrs Parry, Beckstones, Caldbeck;
others to £101 Sorbie; Texels to £105
Abbeymoss, £101 South Corrielaw &
Broomhills (Baty); Suffolks to £94 Routin
Lynn, £87.50 Nether Tofts & Swaites,
£87 Benmore; Charollais to £93.50 Moss
Side (Baxter); Cheviot Mules to £92
Shepherds Cottage, £86 Skelfhill; Grey-
faces to £90, £89.50 Kildalloig, £85
Benmore, £84.50 Low Stokoe & Moy
Holding; Half-Breds to £77 Earlside,
£76 Kildalloig; North Country Cheviots
to £89 Kirkton Hill, £85 North Synton,
£84.50 Earlside & Mains of Machermore;

Romneys to £77, £76 Home Farm; Le-
icesters to £70 Kildalloig & Dallowie.
Hill lambs were a tremendous trade to
a top of £93.50, £83.50, £83 for hill
Cheviots from Priesthaugh. Blackfaces
to £79.50, £76 from Greyside, £77 Yeaver-
ing, £75 Cara View. Swaledales to £78
Millbeck Hall, £69.50 Stockholm, £69
Skilgill House. Herdwicks to £63 Mill-
beck Hall. 
Feeding ewes (498) were a larger show
and much dearer. Top of £90 for Texels
from Abbots Close; Greyfaces to £75.50
Hamburn Hall; North Country Cheviots
to £90 Campbeltown; Leicesters to £80
Benmore. Hill ewes to £70 for Cheviots
from Howe Farming; Blackfaces to £63,
£60 Pole Farm; Swaledales to £40 High-
town. Cast rams to £90 for Beltex from
Yeavering; Cheviots to £85 Blackburn;
Blackfaces to £72 Blackburn; Swaledales
to £63 High Dunashery.
The mart had forward 8,784 sheep

comprising 6,199 prime lambs and 2,585
cast ewes and rams plus 39 cast cows at
the weekly sale at Longtown on Thursday,
December 3.
A much larger entry of 39 cast cows
was forward, with extra buyers at ringside.
All classes met an animated trade and
were well bid for. Similar numbers needed
weekly to fulfil demand. The sale topped
at £986.85 for a Galloway from the firm
of J Tullie, Bowanhill, Hawick, which
also achieved the top price per kilo of
153p. Angus to £806 from Cara View
and £720 Potholm. Limousin cows sold
to 731 from Low Old Shield. Simmental
cows from Archerbeck sold at £723 with
Luings to £720 from Blarghour. 
Angus from W Skilling, Cara View to
124p and 118p from Bridgewater &
Wood. Simmentals sold to 119p and
114p from JA & E Dinwoodie, with
Shorthorns to 114p J Jackson & Son,
Pole Farm and Whitebred Shorthorns at

113p from G Jackson, Blackburn.  
A much larger show of 6,199 top
quality prime lambs was forward. Well-
finished lambs were very good to sell
from start to finish and more could have
been sold to vendors’ advantage.
Best Beltex and Texel lambs sold to
extreme rates, trading between 260p and
280p. Several pens broke the 300ppk
barrier, while commercial export lambs
traded between 225p and 235p. Topping
the price per kilo was an outstanding
pair of Beltex lambs consigned by B J
Haigh, Breckon Hill, Hexham, realising
an eye watering 330ppk. These fantastic
lambs also topped the price per head at
£145.
Heavy continental lambs sold to recent
high rates, trading between £110 and
£120, with many pens breaking the £120
mark.
Light lambs were forward in greater
numbers being very similar on the week

and easily maintained last week’s blis-
tering rates. Topping at 328p was a pen
of expertly-finished Beltex lambs con-
signed by Messrs DS & RC Taylor,
Easter Ochtermuthill, Crieff, while
Cheviot lambs topped at 240ppk con-
signed by G & T Archibald, Craigens
Farm, Isle of Islay. Blackface lambs
topped at 233p consigned by Messrs
McClymont, Cuil Farm,
Wigtownshire.Overall average of 214.5p
(SQQ 219.2p). 
A smaller entry of 2,585 cast ewes
and rams was forward. All classes of
heavy ewes were on fire, many more are
needed to fulfil demand weekly. Light
ewes easily maintained last week’s high
rates of return.
Texel ewes proved very good to sell,
being very dear indeed, topping at a
staggering £200 for a pure-bred Texel
ewe consigned by Messrs A & T Wilson,
Baryerrock, Wigtown. 

Suffolk ewes topped at £151 for a
penful of hefty pure-bred ewes consigned
by Messrs A Wallace, Claycrop Farm,
Newton Stewart
Mule ewes broke £100, topping at
£101 for a pen of big Scotch-bred ewes
consigned by Messrs A & T Wilson,
Baryerrock.
Hill ewes sold to a top of £86 for a
fantastic pen of 34 Blackface ewes shown
by G Famelton, Horseholme, Gilsland.
Rams still good to cash, topping at
£134 for a Suffolk from I & J Barbour,
Beechgrove, Annan.
Averages. Lambs: light to 268.8p
(213.5p); standard to 328p (221.8p);
medium to 330p (218.4p); heavy to
254.3p (206.1p); overweight to 239.6p
(199.5p). Ewes: light to £86 (£55.96);
heavy to £200 (£96.64). Rams: £134
(£91.58).

Around the marts

Food standards
need intervention

Farming key to
green recovery
THE role of farmers in 
delivering Scotland’s green
recovery must be written into
the government’s spending
plans for 2021-22, due to be
unveiled in January.
NFU Scotland, in a letter to
Kate Forbes, cabinet secretary
for finance, restated its view
that one of the biggest chal-
lenges facing Scotland and pub-
lic spending was climate change.
In previous correspondence
the union said the agricultural
industry and its associated prac-
tices and land use were ready
to play their part on emissions
reductions and carbon seques-
tration.
At the same time, it would
deliver food production to the
highest of standards, underpin-
ning the most significant sector
of the economy in terms of
jobs, manufacturing and export
opportunities.
As hopes for a post-COVID
recovery become more realistic,
the union has relayed a positive
message about the role the farm-
ing sector can play.
Andrew McCornick, president,
said: “Our agricultural and land-
based sector is best-placed to
drive Scotland’s green recovery
from COVID-19 if enabled to.
“More than 70 per cent of
land is under agricultural man-
agement and, if the crisis of
the pandemic has shown us
anything, it’s that our farmers
are committed to producing
high-quality food in an 
environmentally and climate-
friendly manner in the toughest
of circumstances.
“The wider economy’s emer-
gence from the pandemic will

need agriculture to continue its
primary role of producing food
and drink, while reducing green-
house gas emissions and 
increasing still further the rich-
ness of Scotland’s biodiversity.
This will be very challenging.
“We’re clear that the sector
will deliver these ambitions if
supported with well-targeted
investment from the government
into new policy tools geared at
environmental benefit and pro-
ductivity measures.

Underpin
“That would underpin rural
economies and communities
and a booming Scottish food
and drink sector at home and
in export markets.
“The UK’s imminent exit from
the EU is, without question,
compounding the current eco-
nomic challenge.
“We share the Scottish gov-
ernment’s concern about a lack
of clarity from HM Treasury
on the package of financial sup-
port for agricultural budgets
beyond 2021-2022.
“I will support our government
in its efforts to clarify the pack-
age and continue to argue that
at least the same level of HM
Treasury investment is main-
tained on a multi-annual basis
to at least 2024-2025.
“The challenge for us and the
government is to ensure funds
are used to best effect.
“They must instigate change
and transformation as the 
industry navigates inevitable
market shocks after the end of
transition and as the agricultural
supply chain is forced to adapt
to the continued challenges of
COVID-19 and restrictions.”

FOOD standards in post-
Brexit Britain should not be
determined by consumer
choice alone, economists at
SRUC have warned.
Dr Cesar Revoredo-Giha and
Dr Montserrat Costa-Font
looked at post-Brexit food policy
discussions, the focus of which
has moved from food quantity
to quality.
They said, while food quantity
was a tangible concept, food
quality was more complex, com-
prising issues such as safety,

ethics and nutrition.
Various studies have found
that UK consumers have clear
preferences about food stan-
dards, with many expressing
concerns over chlorinated 
chicken, using hormones in beef
and dairy cattle, pesticides in
corn production and additives
in pig feed.
While this suggests it would
be possible to leave food quality
standards to market choice, the
researchers wrote: “There are
at least three unintended con-

sequences of free choice on the
capacity to discern high-quality
food.

Preferences
“One is their preferences, sec-
ond is how they make their
food decisions and the third is
the information they receive.”
Consumer preferences are split
between those interested in 
lower prices and those looking
for foods which take account
of attributes such as animal
welfare, environmental sustain-

ability or health benefits.
When it comes to food choice,
consumers make up to 200 
decisions a day and their choices
don’t always reflect food quality
judgements.
Information given to cus-
tomers includes mandatory 
information such as the list of
ingredients and ‘best before’
date, labels on organic products
which currently follow EU leg-
islation and information from
private certification schemes
such as the RSPCA.
They said that, without 
researching the information 
behind these labels, consumers
may not understand what they
mean or remember it later.
They wrote: “Brexit will prob-
ably change how we import
and where we import from.
“Although many aspects of
the new system are still under
discussion and, given that UK
consumers expect the same high
food standards after Brexit, there
are good reasons to believe food
standards cannot be left to the
market.”
They call for strong interven-
tion to counteract limits to con-
sumer judgement, their limited
efforts in making food choices
and poor information aware-
ness.
They added: “In other words,
food quality is too important to
be left only to consumer choice.”

Intervention is needed to ensure food quality standards in a post-Brexit UK, an SRUC study has found
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Voices sought for mass
Burns’ poem recitation

By Nicol Nicolson, 
Community Enterprise

Manager, Langholm Alliance

BELIEVE it or not, we’re just
a few weeks away from Burns
night.
As a community used to host-

ing several suppers, 2021 will
certainly be different but we
have the opportunity to make
our mark in a unique way.
I’m open to all ideas as to

how Langholm can make a vir-
tual splash but here’s one idea
to get us started. How about
the world’s biggest mass-
participation Tam O’Shanter? 
With all the vocal talent avail-

able, all we’d need is a bunch
of willing volunteers to recite a
couple of lines from the epic
poem at iconic and scenic loca-
tions around the community and
film them on their phones.

Just submit them to me once
we’ve agreed on the part of the
poem you’re contributing and
I’ll do the rest, putting word
out to the media world and
putting Langholm on the map
at a time when we traditionally
struggle to make our mark and
will certainly face new 
challenges in 2021. 

Ideas
Again, all new ideas and con-

tributions are welcome. But let’s
show what we’re capable of as
a community.
Let’s have it ready to roll out

by early January so nobody
steals our thunder.
I’ve already had some tremen-

dous offers of help; Wauchope
Waders - if you can’t get us
media attention, nobody can.
I’d like the school to play an

active part because I appreciate

that older, white men are not a
source of enthusiasm for much
of the population at the 
moment.
Before you call me out on my

hypocrisy, I count myself within
that demographic.
I don’t care whether the partic-

ipants are Scottish, English or
have origins further afield. The
more the merrier. It all adds to
our sense of community spirit.
Please get in touch. I’m avail-

able at 
nicol@langholm-alliance.co.uk
or on 07881 675417.
There are plenty of people

willing to support us so let’s
get together, get something 
going, keep our powerful Burns
tradition alive and show the
world why Langholm should
be firmly on its radar when life
regains some semblance of nor-
mality. Thank you.
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#WeAreScotland gov.scot/coronavirus

Book a test if you have symptoms.

Stopping the spread starts with all of us.

Billy Young of Langholm reads Tam O’Shanter outside the town hall. Billy won the title of world champion with his
recitation of the poem at the Dumfries Ladies’ Burns Club competition in 2012

Iconic and scenic locations in Eskdale will form backdrop for a world first



www.eladvertiser.co.uk Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser Thursday December 10, 2020 9www.eladvertiser.co.ukEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser8 Thursday December 10, 2020

Bikes, lights and Santa help to cheer everyone up

Getting ready for the big switch-on

A cheery wave as they fly past on Henry Street

Santa and Mrs Claus set off on their tour of the town on Saturday afternoon

Santa’s little helpers in Londis

CHRISTMAS spirit flowed freely around
Langholm last Saturday.
It may not have been the same festive 

extravaganza as in previous years but the
townspeople put their best foot forward.
The magnificent tree was put up earlier last

week and all the lights were ready for the
switch-on, albeit a more muted ceremony.
The afternoon began at 2pm when Santa

and Mrs Claus climbed aboard their sleigh
and, urging on their trusty reindeer, they set
off across the Langholm bridge, up to 
Holmwood, along Eskdaill Street and Henry

Street, up to the High Street, along Rosevale
Street, around Townfoot and finished at the
Market Place.
There they were greeted by small groups

of cheering children and their families.
The 10-second countdown began and the

tree was lit up, along with all the coloured
lights.
The shops and pop-up shops were kept

busy all day as people did their best to shop
locally and support the town’s businesses.
Langholm Regeneration Group also ran

three festive competitions.

Children were handed sheets for an Elf on
the Shelf hunt, looking for all the elves in
participating shops and writing down their
names.
The winner will receive the elf currently

sitting in the E&L Advertiser office window
and there will be prizes for the runners-up.
The hunt continues until December 24.
The group also organised the best window

competition and the prize was awarded to
Browns Family Butcher.
The winner of the best Christmassy street

will be announced later this month. The children wave to Santa and Mrs Claus
in the Market Place

Jean and John Hogg have given the 
Charles Street bike a spectacular makeover

The Buccleuch Centre bike
with passenger Bike beside the river in George Street The sparkly Health Centre bike

Langholm’s resplendent Christmas tree almost reaches the town clock
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Gin and Beetroot Cured Salmon,
horseradish and pickles
(Serves 8 because that is all we are allowed!)

This would be a lovely starter for Christmas day, although
there will be salmon left over and could be then enjoyed
over the rest of the festive period. The preparation for the
dish can all be done ahead of time so that it is just a case
of assembling it. If you want to save a bit of time you can
easily cheat and buy your pickled vegetables or pate. 

Curing the Salmon
• 1 small side of Scottish salmon
• 300g course salt
• 400g demerara sugar
• 400g uncooked beetroot
• Zest of 1 lemon
• Zest of 1 orange
• 150ml gin
• 5 juniper berries

Method
Use a food processor if you have one and place all ingre-
dients (apart from the salmon) in the food processor. Take
a plastic bag or create a cling film wrap and place the
salmon in it. Cover completely with the cure and place in a
deep roasting tray or dish so that fits the salmon comfortably.
Place another dish on top and weigh it down with heavy
objects. Now place in the fridge for 48 - 72 hours. Half way
through, turn the salmon and recover with the cure. Remove
from the wrap and gently wash off the cure. The salmon
should be tinged pink around the edges and should feel
firmer and drier than when fresh. The salmon will keep
covered in the fridge for several days. 

For the pickled vegetables
Beetroot

• 1kg of uncooked beetroot
• 250ml red wine vinegar
• 100ml balsamic vinegar
• 200g caster sugar
• 2 star anise (optional)
• Handful of cloves

Boil the beetroot with skin on until soft. Once cooked
through use rubber gloves to slide the skin off the beetroot
and cut into pieces. In another pan, place all of the pickling
ingredients and around 150ml water. Bring to the boil and
simmer for a couple of minutes until sugar is dissolved.
Take a kilner jar or large jam jar and put the chopped
beetroot in it. Now pour the pickling liquor over the beetroot.
Leave it to pickle for a few hours before using, but this can
be made far ahead and will keep for a month in the fridge. 

Pickled Baby Carrots (optional)
• A bunch of baby carrots
• 150ml orange juice
• 150ml white wine vinegar
• 100ml water
• 100g caster sugar
• Handful of fennel seeds

Blanch the carrots until just soft. In a pan, heat the pickling
liquor and follow exact same method as above. 

Horseradish Cream
• 1 small tub crème fraiche
• 3 tsp horseradish sauce
• Squeeze of Lemon juice

Combine the ingredients, adding lemon and horseradish
to taste. 

Smoked salmon pate (optional)
• 100g cream cheese
• 100g crème fraiche
• 200g smoked salmon
• Zest of 1 lemon
• Chives
• Black pepper

Place all of the ingredients in a food processor and pulse
until combined, but not completely smooth. 

To Serve
Take a very sharp knife and cut thin slices downwards and
gently cut away from the skin. Do this at an angle to
achieve nice, neat slices. Place 3 slices on each plate,
alongside a spoon of the pate and the horseradish cream.
Arrange the pickled vegetables around the plate and enjoy
with a little soda bread. Jilly’s Gin and Beetroot Cured Salmon, horseradish and pickles

Jilly’s starter for eight
Langholm’s MasterChef finalist, Jilly McCord, cooks up a Christmas treat

Paula Downey, Copshaw Common Riding Tub, right, and Marion Bogg, president of LLAGS switch on the lights and
the nativity scene in the village

Newcastleton sparkles
NEWCASTLETON nurse and artist Paula
Downey made history in the village last
Saturday when she became the first
Common Riding Tub to perform the
switch-on of the village nativity scene
and Christmas lights.
Normally, the event brings villagers 
together to enjoy mulled wine, mince pies
and shortbread served by members of 
Liddesdale Ladies Amenities Group.
Sadly, COVID-19 put a stop to that this
year so only a small and select gathering
could enjoy the festive fun.
Paula works as a nurse at the village
health centre and produces beautiful and
much-sought-after artwork.
She became Tub in 2019 after winning
the popular vote and agreed to carry on
when COVID-19 meant no Common Riding
events could be held this year.

Paula Downey and Marion Bogg admire the lights on
the village’s Christmas tree



Thursday December 10, 2020 11Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser   •   Owned by the Community : Published for the Community

BBAABBYY’’ss
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cchhrriissttmmaass
If you would like your baby’s first Christmas to be featured
in the E&L Advertiser on Thursday 24th December then
follow the steps below......

Bring a photo of your son or daughter, born in the last 12 months, 
into the E&L Office, 54 High Street, Langholm or 

email: sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk for a form to provide your details.

£8, payable by card, cheque or cash  ■ All photos will be returned

Deadline for booking
is 

Thursday December 19thFriday December 18th

DECK THE HALLS with an E&L CALENDAR
The E&L Calendar 2021 has arrived! A4 Size.

Available from our offices at 54 High Street, Langholm. 
Only £6 -     featuring photos which have featured on the 
E&L Gallery page. Get yours now! ........The perfect gift!

AAdAdvAdveAdverAdvertAdvertiAdvertisAdvertiseAdvertiserAdvertiser
2021 Calendar

ONLY£6

CCaalleennddaarr
22002211

IT’S feeling very festive at
Tinnisburn Plants.
Since the end of November,

Helen has been holding
wreath workshops in the 
potting shed.
With more than 20 years’

experience of making
wreaths, Helen decided to
run a few workshops before
last Christmas.
She was aware that a lot

of people were keen to have
a go at making their own but
were unsure of how to go
about it.
These proved so popular

that more dates were added
this year and Helen has been
kept busy at weekends, guid-
ing her students through the
process of making a tradi-
tional holly wreath from
scratch.
She collects all the greenery

for the wreaths from the gar-
dens at Tinnisburn Plants
before the course begins so
everything is ready in the
potting shed where there is
a cosy log-burning stove and
plentiful supply of tea, coffee
and mince pies.
Participants are taken

through the wreath-making
process step by step until
they have their own unique
creations to take home.
Helen said: “It’s wonderful

to be able to help people
create something beautiful
and see them really enjoy
themselves in the process.
“This year, more than ever,

people need an escape from
all that’s going on in the world
and for a couple of hours
they can lose themselves,
be artistic, have a chat and
eat as many mince pies as
they want.”
There are still spaces on

the final weekend of work-
shops. Contact Helen on
013873 71453 or email 
helen@tinnisburn.co.uk for
details.
More workshops are

planned for 2021, including
Helen sharing her propaga-
tion techniques, Tina Frew
from The Secret Garden
showing how to make a
range of beauty and cleaning
products using natural ingre-
dients and Clare Farley from
Pinfold Pottery making 
bespoke cane toppers.

The holly and the ivy

Tina Frew and Jan Boniface with their completed wreaths

Stop fraud
campaign
POLICE Scotland is running
a major campaign to help peo-
ple protect themselves from
fraud, which has become one
of the most commonly experi-
enced crimes in the country. 

Cases of criminals exploiting
vulnerable and unsuspecting
people and persuading them
to part with money or personal
information are rising. 

During the six-week cam-
paign, along with Take Five to
Stop Fraud, officers are warning
that criminals are becoming
more sophisticated and con-
vincing in their methods and
taking advantage of advances
in technology.

Latest Scottish Government
figures show that in 2019-20
fraud increased by 23 per cent
and since 2010-11 has gone
up by 33 per cent. 

From April 2019 to March
2020 there were 11,939 crimes
of fraud recorded, including
many committed online as
criminals use the internet more
to target victims.

The public and businesses
are encouraged to follow
straightforward and impartial
advice: Stop, Challenge and
Protect to reduce the chances
of becoming a victim of 
financial fraud.

This includes online fraud,
email deception and phone-
based and social media scams.
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Times Past 
75 years:
Langholm Welcome Home Fund 

The executive committee are now getting to
work, and at a meeting on Friday evening the
following programme was sketched out: 
Friday 22 December, Whist Drive and Dance.
This date was chosen in place of Wednesday
27th previously advertised as Friday was con-
sidered to be more suitable for a function of
this nature. Wednesday 27th December
Dance; end January on a date to be fixed,
Scotch or Burns Concert and Entertainment;
end of February or early March, Auction Sale.
The committee expressed the hope that con-
tributions to the Comforts fund would be
maintained, as it was not their intention to 
injure the very necessary work of that body.
The committee also would welcome repre-
sentatives from all bodies in Langholm to
work with them, and will be pleased to see
them at their next meeting which will be on
Wednesday 13th December in the Douglas
Hotel at 8pm. 

50 years: Modernisation 

For more than a decade we have often referred to the “modernisation” being carried out in
Langholm Mills, and also throughout the Borders, but Mr Fleming apparently knows nothing at
all about this because he alleges delays in modernisation and states that sooner or later the failure
to modernise caught up with the culprits and this was a situation the Borders were experiencing
at present. “All of a sudden”, he says, “industry has realised that it is falling behind and that the
time has arrived when industrialists cannot sit around but must do something about the problem”.
It is essential that industry in the country generally, and particularly in the Borders, should face
up to the fact that there was a need to recognise the right of workers to take part in matters of
policy within the company employing them. Concluding, Mr Fleming said that there was also a
need for industrial relationships between management and workers. Facilities should be provided
in a factory for meetings of workers to take place during work time and financial information
about companies should be made readily available to trade union representatives. Comment from
employers and employees on all above are invited. 

25 years: Scottish Pride stands out
“Why are we so easily spotted as being Scottish?” was one of the questions put to members of
Langholm Ladies Burns Club by President Ella Porteous as the second meeting of the session
held in Lesser Buccleuch Hall on Thursday. She suggested it might be apparent love of Scots
music or distinctive accent but whatever conclusion members came to, there was no doubt that
they were proud to be Scottish as they gathered to celebrate St Andrews night. Supper of Scottish
fayre, including soup, oatcakes and cheese, girdle and dropped scones, shortbread and Border
tart was served. Betty Edgar appropriately chose “Scots Wh Ha’e” as her reading from Burns
works. A very entertaining evening followed with members taking part in a quiz compiled by
Nancy Barnfather. Unfortunately, due to illness, Nancy was unable to attend but Grace Brown
ably deputised as quiz master. In a comprehensive vote of thanks, vice president Lesley McBay
thanked everyone who has helped towards the success of the evening.

100 years:
Workers Union Concert

The artistes who are to fill the bill at the
Langholm Branch of the General Workers
Union Benevolent Fund Concert on Friday
earned recently a full measure of praise for
their performances under similar auspices at
Hawick. Miss Paterson added to her reputation
as the leading soprano in Hawick, while Miss
Warwick received unstinted applause for her
songs. Mr Winslow gave several grand songs,
while Mr John Hyslop, Langholm was voted
one of the best comedians ever seen in Hawick.
But to Miss M Clark, a little girl lately arrived
from the United States, fell the chief honours
if the evening, her exceptional abilities as a
dancer fairly brought down the house and she
has lately received an offer to appear as a film
artiste. With this array of talent, coupled with
Mr R McCulloch, a troupe of dancers, and 
Eskdale Orchestra, the Langholm concert
should prove a success, while its laudable 
object is well worthy of full support. 

Providing entertainment and speeches at the 1995 Langholm Youth Strategy group are; Helena Mitchell, Rhona
McGregor, Janie Warwick, David McVittie, Sandy Reid and Jill McVittie.

Langholm with the Lid Off
We continue our serialisation of Wattie Bell’s book.

Claire Ireland, Leoni Majer and Kathryn Cavers watching the Christmas Lights Switch on in 2000

LRFC 1930

GOOD OLD
RUGBY DAYS

THERE was compensation
for the hard times in the mills
before the war, in particular
the mill balls around 
Christmas time.
Every mill had one. Jim 
Johnstone (Squeak) almost
drowned at one of them when
he went to be sick in the toilet
and hung on to the chain with
his head down the hole.
There was also the rugby.
Langholm travelled by train up
the Border in these days and
Wull Goodfellow was the sec-
retary and had to make a 
request stop to the station mas-
ter at Carlisle to get the fast
train to stop at Riddings 
Junction.
Wull would send a lengthy
telegram to the station master
vis: “Hello station master its
Wull once more and I hope this
finds you well. We are playing
Hawick at Hawick and want
the train stopped at Riddings
Junction so that we can get on.
I hope we get a good day for it
but we will be hard pushed to
beat them as Langholm haven’t
been playing too well. Hope
you are well. Your old friend
Wull.”
At the next committee meet-
ing Wull was reprimanded for
wasting money with these tele-
grams as they charged by the

word.
Two weeks later Langholm
were playing Gala away and
Wull sent another telegram to
the station master for a request
stop, but the train thundered
past and left them stranded on
Riddings Junction.
Consternation broke out and
everyone asked Wull if he had
sent the telegram. “Yes! And
here’s the copy” said Wull. It
read “Stop train Wull”.
It was the last day of the 
Empire Exhibition in 
Bellahouston Park and
Langholm were playing Allan
Glens FP in Glasgow. It was
1938 and Allan Glens were in
contention for the unofficial
Scottish Championship.

Kersh
If my memory serves me
right I think the Langholm
team was: Wull “Bush”
Copeland, John Cummings,
Jim Barker, John “Pinder” Bell,
Campbell “Crow” Copeland,
Jimmy “Pie” Bell, ‘Rob o’ the
Agle’, Rob Douglas and Wullie
Tait or “Pim” Graham.
The backs were Bill “Kersh”
Armstrong full back, right wing
Tommy Stothard (killed later in
the desert against Rommel),
Kenneth Neill, captain, who
kept clapping his hands and
shouting “Come on chaps!”.
Left centre was Bob Grieve
who had played 18 seasons for
Langholm and played centre to
me, I was 18 years old at the

time.
As a matter of interest Bob
who was the grandfather of the
present Mark Grieve and Bob
Grieve’s father, Tommy
Grieve, Mark Grieve’s great
grandfather scored the first try
ever for the South of Scotland
against Edinburgh in December
1885 when the South were
beaten by two goals and six
tries to one try. Edinburgh had
four internationals in the side,
McEwan, Clay, Reid and
Ainslie.

Bi-plane
But I deviate. Jock “Kersh”
Armstrong was stand off and
Tom Irving (the birdman) was
scrum-half as Joe “Jookub”
McGlasson was off injured.
So we had three 18-year-olds
in the team: Jim Barker, Tom
Irving and myself.
We were doing well against
Allan Glens FP with the score
at fifteen each and five minutes
to go when an aeroplane came
over the pitch. It was a bi-plane
and was belching black smoke
from the exhaust.
I stood wide-eyed, I thought
it was going to crash.
Suddenly it began sky-
writing “Drink Camp Coffee”
it said. Just with that the Allan
Glen’s FP winger ran past me
and scored the winning try and
the ref blew the whistle for
time.

(to be continued) 
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This beautiful, frosty sunset was taken by Catherine Lithgow of Canonbie
Camera:Samsung A50

The E&L Gallery

THE team behind the 
Doonhame Festival hosts a new
Drive-In Christmas Show for
families over two weekends in
December in The Crichton
grounds in Dumfries.
The one-hour live spectacular
will feature some well-known
faces playing your favourite panto
characters, including the Dame,
Cinderella and the Christmas
Fairy.
The show can be viewed from
the safety of your own car and
tickets must be bought in 
advance.
Santa will be there to deliver pre-
sents to the children.
Sandy Sweetman, joint director,
said: “Children and families have
missed out on lots of the usual
Christmas events such as panto
and parties this year.
“We have worked hard to deliver
a safe event to lift everyone’s spir-
its in time for Christmas.”
The shows will take place in the
Easterbrook Hall car park next to
the Crichton memorial church this
Saturday and Sunday and 
Saturday, December 19.
There will be three performances
each day at 12pm, 3pm and 6pm.
Sandy added: “Our priority is 
always public safety so capacity
will be limited to ensure there is
plenty of space between cars.

“Other COVID-19 safety mea-
sures will be in place all weekend
to keep everyone as safe as possi-
ble.
“If the show cannot go ahead for
any COVID-related reason, a full
refund will be given.”
Tickets are available online from 

www.driveinchristmas.co.uk 
for £8 each.
Children must be registered and
supervised at all times.
ON SUNDAY, August 1, 2021
Doonhame Kids, a new ‘festival in
a day’ for children will be held in the
Crichton grounds from 12pm to
4pm.
It features performances on the
main stage from Little Mix, Taylor
Swift and Ariana Grand tribute acts,
Big Fish Little Fish Family Rave
and performances from Attitude,
Danceworks Studio, Dumfries
School of Dance, In Step and Raz-
zamataz Dumfries.
There will be face-painting, fair-
ground rides and a family mocktail
bar.
Doonhame Kids is on the same
weekend as the Doonhame 
Festival but tickets must be bought
separately and children must be
registered and supervised at all
times.

Tickets for Doonhame Kids are
on sale online at 

www.doonhamekids.co.uk 
for £10. Under threes go free.
Tickets for the Doonhame 
Festival on Friday and 
Saturday, July 30 and 31 are on
sale at 
www.doonhamefestival.co.uk

Above: The Doonhame Childrens’ Festival

Right:The
Drive-In

Christmas
Show

Dumfries’ Drive-in Doonhame!



www.eladvertiser.co.ukEskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser14 Thursday December 10, 2020

CChhrriissttmmaass           
GGrreeeettiinnggss

Send Christmas Greetings to family and friends with a
message in The E&L Advertiser on

Thursday 17th December from only £10.00

Style 1 Large Greetings Box: £15 Style 2 Large Greetings Box: £15Style 1 Small: £10 Style 2 Small: £10

Call our hotline or call into the office on Langholm High Street or fill in 
the coupon below and send it to E&L Advertiser,  54 High Street,

Langholm DG13 0JH, together with your payment.
You can pay by cheque, cash or most major credit/debit cards.

TToo ppllaaccee yyoouurr aaddvveerrttiisseemmeenntt bbyy pphhoonnee,, ccoonnttaacctt uuss oonn

001133887733 8800001122 oorr sshhaarroonn@@eellaaddvveerrttiisseerr..ccoo..uukk

All adverts must be pre-paid. Lines are open Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm.  Deadline: 5pm Friday 11th December

JJOOHHNN BBRROOWWNN
Caroline Street, Langholm

Wishing a
Merry Christmas and
a Happy New year to
all my family, friends
and neighbours xxx

JJAANNEE
CCOOCCHHRRAANNEE

Ardill Road
Langholm

Would like to wish
all friends and
family the very

best for Christmas
and the coming

year

JJOOHHNN BBRROOWWNN
Caroline Street, Langholm

Wishing a
Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New year to 
all my family, friends
and neighbours xxx

JJAANNEE
CCOOCCHHRRAANNEE

Ardill Road
Langholm

Would like to wish
all friends and
family the very

best for Christmas
and the coming

year

Please debit my Switch/Visa/Mastercard Expiry Date Issue No. Security No

Card Holder’s Name........................................................................................................................................... Style 1 Large Box £15.00
Total Amount £.................................Signature.................................................................................................... Style 2 Smal Box  £10.00

�

Name.................................................................................................Address....................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................Postcode............................Daytime Tel. No............................................................................



E&L JOB SPOT

COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS

CUMBRIA METALS
FARM SCRAP

URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

PUBLIC NOTICES

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

COMPLAINTS

MOBILE 
POST OFFICE

TOWN HALL CAR PARK

WEDNESDAYS
12 noon - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS
9am - 2pm

___________________________
No mobile Royal Bank service at the moment

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER
COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in
The Eskdale and Liddesdale Advertiser, please
come into the office on Langholm High Street and
speak to the editor, Rachel Norris.
Alternatively, please contact the Company Secretary 
by email – secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk  
or by writing to:-  The Company Secretary

Muckle Toon Media
Ashley Bank House
Langholm  DG13 0AN

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser  54 High Street  Langholm  DG13 0JH  013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
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FOOT HEALTH

LANGHOLM POP-UP SHOPS
popping up in December

___________________________________________
If you are interested in renting either of the shops

please contact Sharon Irving on 013873 81066
sharon@ashleybank.co.uk

Thurs 10th & Fri 11th
High Street

Annette Robertson

Thurs 10th - Tues 22nd
Old Post Office

Julie Dumbarton Fine Art Painter 
and Elliott’s Plants

Monday 14th - Saturday 26th
High Street

Yarns to Yearn For 

POP-UP SHOP

www.dumgal.gov.uk

EDUCATION SERVICES

ENROLMENT FOR INFANT BEGINNERS
Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, parents/carers will not be able to 
enrol their child/ren in person as in previous years.
Parents of children who attain the age of five years by the last day 
of February 2022 are asked to submit either a Catchment Application 
or Non Catchment Application (PP1) form for their child(ren) to their 
catchment primary school, along with proof of address and date of birth, 
by week ending 22 January 2021.  These forms are available either on the 
Council’s website at https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/article/15241/School-
places or by contacting the catchment school.
Details of catchment schools can be found on the Council’s website 
(www.dumgal.gov.uk). Please include your child’s birth certificate and 
proof of residence.  Enrolment by the appropriate date is particularly 
important in light of the legislation regarding parents’ choice of school 
to be attended.
Further information regarding the enrolment process can be 
obtained from your catchment primary school.
Parents are reminded of their right to retain their child(ren) at home until 
the enrolment date following their fifth birthday.
John Thin, Head of Education (Learning and Resources)

PLANNING
The applications, associated plans and documents can be viewed on-line by 
following the ePlanning link on the Council’s website at www.dumgal.gov.uk/
planning.  Written comments may be made by email to Planning@dumgal.gov.
uk or via the Council’s website, as noted above, by 24/12/2020 (Type A)
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2013, Reg 20(1) (A) 
Ref No/Type Address/Proposal
20/1943/FUL (A) Dalarran Nursing Home, Holmwood House, 
Holmwood Drive, Langholm - Extension to rear of nursing home  
(involving demolition of single storey outbuilding)

PUBLIC NOTICES

The Langholm Ini�a�ve (SC041085)

Finance Administrator
The Langholm Ini(a(ve, a community wide Sco*sh Charitable Incorporated
Organisa(on, is appoin(ng a Financial Administrator whose primary responsibility
will be to provide financial administra(ve support to the Treasurer and Board of
Trustees.

Skills and Experience 
Applicants will have demonstrable financial administra(on and organisa(onal
skills and is:
• IT literate with experience of MS office and accountancy so�ware packages.
• Have excellent wri)en and communica(on skills.
• Well organised with strong administra(ve skills.
• Selfmo(vated and an enthusias(c team player willing to accommodate 

flexible work demands.
• Ability to deliver quality work with minimum supervision.
• It is desirable that you have a financial qualifica(on (or experience 

equivalency) and / or be a member of a recognised financial ins(tute.
• It is desirable that you have a good knowledge of the local area and 

experience of working with / suppor(ng community organisa(ons.

Contract and Applica�on Enquiry
The role is offered on a pensionable part (me (30hrs per week) basis with a
compe((ve remunera(on package.
Requests for further informa(on, including full job descrip(on and details of
applica(on process, are available via email from haugh2@b(nternet.com

Closing date for applica�ons is Tuesday 22nd December 2020.



Horseracing

DINO Boy landed a dramatic 
Persimmon Homes Scottish Borders
National handicap chase at Kelso for
Carrutherstown trainer Iain Jardine.

The 11-1 chance, who was completing
a treble for jockey Connor O’Farrell,
was left clear at the last after Duc De
Grissay blundered and unseated Ryan
Mania when the pair were upsides the
11-1 winner.

The Ray Green-owned winner came
home 15 lengths clear in the four-mile,
half a furlong race.

Jardine, who struck earlier on the card
with The Delray Monkey, said: “We
paid £34,000 for this horse at the sales
in July and he was bought by Ray to
win this race.

“It was disappointing when he pulled
up on his first run for us at Carlisle but
he didn’t like the right-handed track.

“He’s been working well at home with
some of our good jumpers so we thought
he would be competitive today. “We are

thinking of something like the Eider
Chase at Newcastle in February for him
after this.”

James Ewart Racing of Langholm had

two runners at Musselburgh on 
Monday.

The six-year-old Blame Game brought
home the better result, coming second
in the conditional jockeys’ handicap 
hurdle over two miles, four furlongs in
soft going.

Ridden by Danny McMenamin, the
8/1 shot was only one length adrift when
he made a mistake two fences from
home.

The jockey pressed him along 
approaching the last but he had no extra
on the run-in and passed the post four
and a half lengths behind the winner.

McMenamin rode Westland Row in
the three-mile handicap hurdle and came
sixth of the 10 runners.

Cross Country
CROSS country runner 
Conan Harper finally got
some competitive action in
what has been a bare year of
events.

Conan, who lives in
Langholm, ran an excellent race
in the Lindsays Short Course
XC over 3km at Perth last 
Saturday.

To comply with COVID-19
rules, the U17 men’s group was
split into two waves and Conan
won his wave in a time of 9.17.

When the two waves were
combined, he came fifth overall
in his age group.

The run now puts him in
strong contention for East Dis-
trict selection for the Inter-
District XC, should Scottish 

Athletics be able to stage that
in late January.

Bright December sunshine,
mud and soft going underfoot
and the stunning backdrop of
Scone Palace made it the ideal
location for a restricted numbers
event.

Thirteen ‘bubble’ races were
delivered to give about 
250 athletes an outing, 
although those living in certain
regions were barred from com-
petition to combat the global
pandemic.

Nonetheless, the organisers
felt it important to find out
more about staging cross coun-
try in the current landscape of
small events without spectators
and give opportunities to those
allowed to compete.

The races included U13, U15
and U17 age groups.
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Jardine wins big race 

Sports News
Thursday December 10, 2020

Sponsored by KELSO RACES

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
TUESDAY 29th DECEMBER

SUNDAY 17th JANUARY 2021
01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Running
VERY few races have been run this
year so many companies have turned
to virtual events.
Lakeland Trails, based in the Lake
District, advertised its virtual 55k or
100k in October and Pauline Irving
and Kirtsy Ash of Langholm were quick
to sign up for the 100k.
The virtual race was to start on 
Saturday, November 28 and participants
had three weeks to complete the dis-
tance.
Kirsty said: “I had the bright idea of
attempting the full 100k in one go.
Luckily, Pauline didn’t need a lot of
persuasion.
“I planned the 62.2 miles using OS
maps online. The route took us up
Whita, along the back o Tarras, up to
Arkleton, round Stennieswater, up to
Jamestown and over to Eskdalemuir
from where we carried onto Baillie Hill,
Enzieholm, the Benty and back to the
Muckle Toon.
“We were extremely lucky with our
support: Dawn Lamb, Mhairi Beattie,
Carol Irving, Karen Grant, Lucy Ash
and Liz Forsyth all came and ran 

different sections with us so we had
company the whole way round.
“Families and friends brought us food,
drink, a change of clothes and moral
support at four feed stations and this
gave us both a huge boost seeing them.

“We started at 5am on Sunday,
November 29 and finished 15 hours,
47 minutes later, having completed
62.3 miles.
“We were tired and sore but happy.
Now it’s time to plan 100 miles.”

Above: Langholm’s Conan Harper
in action at Perth last Saturday

Photo by Bobby Gavin

Some competitive
action for Conan

Langholm lassies
run 100k in a day

Pauline Irving (left) and Kirsty Ash on their
way to completing the 100k run in one day

E&L
SPORT

Online Subscriptions to the E&L Advertiser 
now available from only £1 per week

A new way to read the ‘Langholm Paper’. Published weekly and available to read 
anytime and anywhere using multiple devices from mobile phone to tablet and laptop.

WHAT A GREAT IDEA FOR A CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR YOUR FAR-FLUNG FRIENDS AND RELATIVES!! 
Simply log-on to www.eladvertiser.co.uk and click the link to subscribe

Pauline and Kirsty complete 62.3 miles

Dino Boy and his team at Kelso


