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ONE of Canonbie’s most
iconic landmarks has disappeared overnight during
stormy weather.
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LANGHOLM Day Centre
have delivered more than 6,000
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159 days since lockdown
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Seven in a row for
stellar Polaris
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Polaris made it seven wins in
a row when he won the seniors
at Middlemoss last Saturday.
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Duke will sell 5,200 acres to community for a nature reserve

SOUTHERN Scotland’s largest community buyout is set to go ahead after
one of the most ambitious community
fundraising campaigns ever seen.
The Langholm Initiative has agreed a
deal with Buccleuch to buy 5,200 acres
of Langholm Moor after raising the final
funds needed in the nick of time.
The landmark community buyout
agreement of £3.8m paves the way for
the creation of a huge new nature
reserve to help tackle climate change,
restore nature and support community
regeneration.
The sale covers the southern part of the
moor up to but not including Tarras
Lodge and includes the Common Moss
and Muckle Knowe.
Discussions will continue over the
remaining 5,300 acres of land the community has expressed an interest in buying.
The purchase, to be finalised by next
January, will lead to the creation of the
Tarras Valley Nature Reserve, with
globally-important peatlands and
ancient woods restored, native woodlands established and a haven ensured
for wildlife, including rare hen harriers.

Regeneration

The project will also support community regeneration, including through
plans for the community to capitalise on
new nature-based tourism opportunities.
The Langholm Initiative had until last
Saturday to raise the funds for a deal and
avoid the Scottish Land Fund withdrawing its £1m offer, a proviso which left
the community with only months to

Caz Graham of BBC Radio Four’s Open Country interviews Kevin Cumming of the Langholm
Initiative about the successful community buyout of 5,200 acres of moorland

raise millions of pounds.
At times during the summer the project
appeared to be seriously at risk.
In the run-up to the deadline
Buccleuch and the Initiative agreed a
revised £3.8m price for the purchase.
With the Initiative still needing substantial funding in the final weeks,
£500,000 was secured from the Bently
Foundation.
Camille Bently, director of the Bently
Foundation, said: “We’re delighted to
support this community-led environmental project.
“We wish them every success and look
forward to visiting the new Tarras Valley
Nature Reserve in the future.”
During the final week an extraordinary

surge of more than £50,000 of donations
to the charity’s public crowdfunder,
including £24,000 on one day alone,
meant the appeal’s £200,000 target was
achieved and topped.
Nearly 4,000 people have supported
the crowdfunding appeal since its launch
on May 7.

Woodland Trust

In the final 48 hours before the deadline, and with the community still some
£150,000 short of the total funds needed,
the Woodland Trust agreed to contribute
£200,000 to the project, taking the
Langholm Initiative over the line.
Kevin Cumming, project leader, said:
“The support for our vision has been

overwhelming.
“We can never thank the major donors
and thousands of members of the public
enough for their contributions.
“A team of dedicated people have
worked tirelessly to achieve something
special here, most of them volunteers,
who continued to strive to make this
happen against what, at times, felt like
impossible odds.
“Community ownership can be a catalyst for regeneration, which we want to
show can be done with the environment
at its heart.
“We hope the success here will
encourage and inspire other communities in Scotland and in the UK.
“Realising the full potential of community ownership will take time – and
the hard work is really just about to
begin.”
Margaret Pool, who chairs the
Langholm Initiative, added: “This is an
amazing result for Langholm and will
live long in the memory.
“Our community has a strong cultural
connection to this land, which has never
been sold before, and securing it for generations to come means so much to so
many. Huge thanks to Buccleuch for
their positive engagement.”
Benny Higgins, executive chairman
of Buccleuch, said: “We’re absolutely
delighted to have reached a significant
agreement with the Langholm Initiative
and this deal shows what can be
achieved when everyone involved is
committed to working together.”
>Turn to Page 2
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Deaths

Church Notices

HARVEY

On 29th October 2020 in Cumberland Infirmary,
Robert (Bobby) Harvey, dearly loved husband of
the late Margaret (nee Scott).
Funeral private due to current circumstances.

Thanks for Sympathy
HOGG

David and Anastatia wish to thank everyone for
their sympathy on the sad passing of Robbie.
Special thanks to David Erskine, the Rev Eric
Dempster for his lovely words and to the people
of Langholm for lining the streets at Robbie’s
farewell to the town.

In Memoriam

RYDE
Shaun, our son, brother & uncle who left us on
5th November 2019.
Though absent, you are always near
Still missed,loved and always dear

Always in our thoughts,
Mum, Dad, Sarah, Tooty & Girls x

Funeral Services

Funeral
Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service
New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine

Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm
Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Thank You

Nancy Little

Nancy would like to thank family and
friends for the cards, gifts and good
wishes on the occasion of her
90th birthday.

Pupils thrilled
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CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE
PARISH CHURCHES
Sunday 8th November

Remembrance Sunday

Liddesdale 10am
Canonbie 11.30am
led by
Rev Morag Crossan BA

Due to government
restrictions there will be
NO act of remembrance
at the War Memorials

There will be a service of
remembrance in the
Church, and that due to
restricted numbers, seats
will need to be booked by
either phoning
Liddesdale - Session
clerk 07469 397065
or Canonbie - Session
Clerk 07704 201875 email
canonbiechurch@gmail.com

LANGHOLM,
ESKDALEMUIR,
EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES
Church services on
8th November will be in
LANGHOLM Church
at 10.00am

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.
Social Distancing
will be observed.
Please wear masks.
Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 80859.
Mobile. 07543 179469
Charity no. SCO11946

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

S2 Pupils, Langholm Academy

THERE was an enthusiastic yes
from Langholm Academy S2
pupils when asked whether they
thought the buyout was good for
the town.
The pupils, who have done their
John Muir awards with Carys
Mainprize of Wild Eskdale, gave a
wholehearted thumbs-up.
They had done all sorts of activities
such as den-building, pond-dipping,
going for walks to the Laverock
birdhide, making campfires and
learning about the wildlife on the
moor.
Seth Brown said: “It’s definitely
a good thing. It means people will
be able to go to the moor a lot
more and will motivate them into
going outdoors to experience
wildlife.”
They all expressed a wish to help
with the project as volunteers.

Roger Maxwell, chairman,
Langholm Common Riding
“THE members offer their congratulations and thanks to the
Langholm Initiative and all those
involved in this historic buyout. A
momentous day.
“The words of the first fair on
Common Riding day have never
rung more true: “. . we to the Moss
do steer, To see gif a oor mairches
they be clear”.
“Never again will there be any
doubt as to the ownership of this
ancient piece of land and the marking of the boundaries will continue
on each Common Riding day as it
has done without a break, including
in 2020, since 1759.
“Our thanks must also go to
Buccleuch for making the whole
thing possible in the first place.
“Over the years they have allowed
unrestricted access to the boundaries
and we are sure the excellent relationship the Common Riding enjoys
with them will continue.
“At a time when, because of the
virus, things locally are at something
of a low point, we should rejoice in
this excellent piece of news.”

Langholm Academy S2 pupils are delighted about the sale which will give them more access to the moorland where they have previously done their John Muir Trust awards

Colin Smyth, South of Scotland MSP
“THIS is a truly outstanding
achievement by the team behind
the bid and a fantastic day for the
Eskdale community.
“Although I’m sure they will be
focused on the huge amount of
work which lies ahead in turning
their vision into a reality, they should
take a moment to sit back and pat
themselves on the back.
“This is southern Scotland’s largest
buyout and the community of
Langholm really are history-makers.
“We cannot underestimate the positive impact this could have on the
economy through eco-tourism and
the boost to the environment through
better protection and enhancement
of a Site of Special Scientific
Interest.”

Joan McAlpine,
South Scotland MSP
“THIS is brilliant news for the
people of Langholm and the environment. The dream of creating a
community-owned nature reserve
to protect wildlife, tackle climate
change and support regeneration
will now go ahead.
“The team have worked hard to
achieve their vision and I can’t
praise them highly enough for their
efforts.
“I was delighted to hear they’d
had a late surge in donations from
the public last week followed by a
generous contribution from the
Woodland Trust.
“I work closely with the Trust in
my parliamentary role as species
champion for the Scots Pine and
it’s a fantastic conservation charity.

“I wish Langholm every success
as they move forward to realise
their dream.
“It’s an exciting development,
bringing important land into public
ownership and creating an environmental resource we can all enjoy
for generations to come.”

Oliver Mundell,
Dumfriesshire MSP
"I'M DELIGHTED funding for
the Langholm Moor project has
been successfully secured.
"The community group's ability
to raise the funding and adapt the
project to achieve their goal in the
midst of a pandemic is impressive.
"This achievement shows the community has the skills and resilience
needed to help make the project a
long-term success."
"I look forward to continuing to
support the group's efforts as the
project progresses."
Langholm Alliance
“WE’RE thrilled with the efforts
of the Langholm Initiative, the wider
community and the support of those
around the world who love wildlife
and wild places in securing this
buyout.
“In the most adverse circumstances
imaginable Langholm has given
itself the best opportunity possible
to put itself firmly on the map for
nature lovers and make a gamechanging contribution to the tourism,
recreational and environmental
offering not only of Eskdale but
also the whole of southern
Scotland.
“Congratulations to all involved
in making this bold vision a reality.”

11th hour donations save the day

>From Page 1

“The community has done a tremendous job
in raising the funds to make this historic
acquisition and the plan to create a nature
reserve has attracted widespread support. We
wish the project every success.
“Engaging constructively with the communities, in which we operate as a business, is
important to us.
“We have a long-standing policy of reducing
our overall footprint to enable us to invest in
other projects and will continue this policy of
selling land to interested farmers, community
bodies and organisations which express an
interest.”
Other major funders to the buyout include
South of Scotland Enterprise, John Muir Trust,

Langholm Moor

Photo © David Lintern

Carman Family Foundation and Garfield
Weston Foundation.
Other leading charities, which have sup-

ported the buyout, include Borders Forest
Trust, Rewilding Britain, RSPB Scotland,
Scottish Wildlife Trust and Trees for Life.

Roadmap to success is
in everyone’s hands
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Langholm Alliance manager says he is here to get things done
By Nicol Nicolson,
Community Enterprise Manager,
Langholm Alliance

THE American novelist
Thomas Wolfe famously said
you can’t go home again but
I feel inclined to argue he was
being a tad pessimistic.
No matter where you’ve been
and what you’ve seen, if you’re
proud of where you come from
and if you love the people of a
place, there should be no barrier
to going home.
In returning to Langholm and
Eskdale, albeit with the remit
of helping to build a better
community, I’m in the fortunate
position of coming home to an
area, whose inhabitants have
already got plenty to be proud
of: our heritage, surroundings
and, above all, tenacity and
community spirit.
There is no better representation of that community spirit
than in the welcome I’ve
received since I got back a few
weeks ago. I’d like to offer my
sincere thanks for that.
With publicly-funded positions
such as mine, a degree of scepticism should be expected and
a willingness to be challenged
should be par for the course.
In fact, all degrees of engagement must be encouraged.
The first thing I want the people of this community to know
is that, while I report to the
Langholm Alliance board, I am
accountable to every single one
of you.

If my objective is to make
this area a better place to live
in, work in and visit by 2030, I
need your input.
You needn’t sit on a committee
or be chairperson of an organisation to have a voice.
I want to be someone who
gives you the chance to have
your voice heard, regardless of
your opinion or personal circumstances.

Conduit

As community enterprise manager, I have to act as a conduit
between the people already getting on with great things on
the ground and the established
organisations which are trying
to represent and promote that
great work.
I haven’t had the chance to
speak with all of you yet but
please believe I am working
on that.
I cannot be – and will not be
– another unnecessary arm of
what’s viewed in some quarters
as an overly-verbose talking
shop.
It’s not my experience of
Langholm life but I’m not going
to ignore the numerous people
who see things that way.
I’m certainly not going to
attempt to justify the lack of
diversity and inclusion in committee culture which, I can
reassure you, is being worked

Nicol Nicolson, community enterprise manager at the Langholm Alliance

on. I’m here to get things done
for as many people as possible.
For those who are unfamiliar
with the Langholm Community
Action Plan and its eight priority
themes, copies are available at
the E&L Advertiser office in
the High Street and I can send
you a digital copy if you email
nicol@langholm-alliance.co.uk
Years of work have gone into
this community-led vision so
we must not, despite the unforeseen changes to the world
since it was drawn up, reinvent
the wheel.
We can adapt and innovate

Long road to ministry

The Rev Morag Crossan has been inducted as the full-time minister at
Canonbie United and Liddesdale parish churches

A FORMER electronics
engineer has taken up a
new role as a full-time
minister at Canonbie
United
linked
with
Liddesdale church.
The Rev Morag Crossan
said she was very excited
and looking forward to taking
up her new role.
Miss Crossan of Dalmellington in East Ayrshire worked
as an electronics engineer
for a large American
computer company before
retraining as a youth and
community worker.
The 49-year-old spent 10
years as a ministries
development staff worker at
Dalmellington linked with
Patna Waterside Church.
She became an ordained

and we can add flesh to its
bones.
I welcome all contributions
and ideas which align with the
plan already in place and all
offers of help from those who
can play into our community’s
progress.

Support

I’m here to support you in
that progress by identifying
funding, expertise, media
exposure or all of the above.
We will soon have a project
assistant in place who can augment those efforts. But we
local minister in 2016 and
was
attached
to
Dalmellington linked with
Patna Waterside, serving as
its interim moderator.
After transferring to full-time
ministry, she did placements
at St Columba’s church in
London and Monkton and
Prestwick North parish
church in Ayrshire.
She said: “It seems like a
long way round and a long
journey to ministry but I’m
glad of all the experiences
which will stand me in good
stead as I go into my first
charge.
“I look forward to joining
the church which is in a
beautiful part of the country.
“These communities still
value those around them and
have been through so much
this year with floods and the
COVID-19 pandemic but they
are resilient and determined
to look to the future.”

simply must get on with it.
In the weeks ahead I’ll move
into the Langholm Alliance’s
new High Street premises,
which most of you will know
as the former E&L office.
In the current climate I’ll be
unable to hold meetings there;
we need to be conscious of
keeping our community safe
above all else.
But I don’t want anyone to
view COVID-19 as a hindrance
when it can help us to focus
our minds, set our roadmap for
success and get things ready to
steal a march when the obstacles
are lifted.
We just need to look at the
Langholm Moor buyout as an
example of what this tremendous community can achieve
under adverse circumstances
when it sets its mind to it.
The transformative potential
of that one project is immense
for all of us, particularly our
younger people who, among
our ageing population, cannot
be lost or left behind.
I’m glad I came home. I
believe I did so at the right
time and I want all of you to
feel part of the progress we are
going to make.
Don’t hesitate to contact me
via the aforementioned email
address or on 07881 675417.
We’ve got so much going for
us. Let’s harness it and work
together to make the next decade
one we can all take pride in.
And thanks for having me back.

She believes community is
at the heart of ministry.
“I look forward to walking
with people in all circumstances and to be a witness
to the Gospel which is lived
out in everyday life,” she
added.
“In these times of change
for the church it’s exciting to
begin my ministry and I hope
to use my background in IT
to start an online presence.”

Regions in
Level 2

THE rate of positive cases of
COVID-19 in Langholm and
Eskdale in the seven days up to
last Sunday has remained between
one and four.
The NHS figures show that the
seven-day rate per 100,000
population 100 and over.
In Dumfries and Galloway the
number of cases over the seven
days was 96, a rate per 100,000
population of 64.5
In the Borders the number of
cases totalled 64, a rate of 55.4.
In Denholm and Hermitage there
were one to four cases, a rate of
15 to 29.
Dumfries and Galloway and the
Scottish Borders have been put
in Level 2 as part of the national,
five-level protection system to
control the spread of the virus.
The scale runs from zero to
four. Zero has the least restrictions
and four the most significant.
Councillor Elaine Murray,
Dumfries and Galloway Council
leader, said: “Our recent increases
in numbers of cases and positivity
rate could easily have put us in
Level 3.
“Being in Level 2 means
significant restrictions on our
businesses and services will
persist.
“We must reduce the spread of
the virus sufficiently to meet the
criteria for Level 1.
“We must all be responsible for
achieving this by observing the
World Health Organisation
recommendations of wearing face
coverings, avoiding crowded
places, cleaning our hands and
surfaces, observing a two-metre
distance and self-isolating if we
have symptoms.
“We’re all fed up having to do
this but, for the sake of our NHS,
vulnerable
residents
and
businesses, we need to make that
extra effort.”
Nick Morris, NHS Dumfries &
Galloway chairman, added: “More
cases mean pressure on health
and social care and other frontline
services as we head into winter,
affecting not only those with
COVID.
“Everyone has the ability to
make things better by following
directions on wearing face coverings, good hand hygiene and
maintaining physical distancing.
“Crucially, if you feel even the
slightest symptoms it’s important
to immediately self-isolate,
arrange a test and self-isolate
until you receive a result.”
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Longtown
Tel: 01228 791664
Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk
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EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

POLICE SCOTLAND

Langholm .......................101
Newcastleton ................ 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council

.................................030 3333 3000
.............www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/streetlights etc) ............................
0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library ..
013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables

www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables

Scottish Borders Council ....
0330 100 1800
out of hours ..01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables
......www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES

Scottish Water
.....................0800 0778 778
......www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
.......................................105
.....www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ....
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries ........
03457 484 950
.........www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
.....................03000 996 699
.................www.sepa.org.uk
Amey (A7)
.....................0800 042 0188
...www.scottishtrunkroadsse
.amey.co.uk

POST OFFICES

Langholm .....013873 81109
Newcastleton ..013873 75361
Canonbie ......013873 71348
Rowanburn ...013873 71542

HOSPITALS

D&G Royal Infirmary
......................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
......................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital ...
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
.....................013873 80417

DOCTORS

Langholm .....013873 83100
Newcastleton ..013873 75100
Canonbie .....013873 71313
NHS24 ...........................111

CHURCHES

Langholm,Eskdalemuir Ewes and
Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk...07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS

Langholm Primary
......................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
......................013873 80418
Newcastleton
......................013873 75240
Canonbie
......................013873 71336

CHEMISTS

Dalston Pharmacy, Langholm
......................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown
......................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS

Mark Buddy .013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening hours
01461 202508

ONE of Canonbie’s most
iconic landmarks has disappeared overnight during
stormy weather.
The Fairy Loup waterfall,
much loved by walkers from
near and far, as well as the
fairies who use it, is now dry
and the magic is gone. Where
will the fairies go now?
The discovery was made on
Monday morning after the weekend’s heavy rain.
It appears that the water is
now escaping down a large hole
upstream of the Fairy Loup,
probably as a result of previous
tin mining in the area.
The water reappears lower
down and is a very dirty brown.
Gavin Graham of Langholm,
who regularly walks along the
path through the woods, was
there last Sunday but the next
day he reported that the waterfall
had
gone,
probably
forever.
Craig Nicholson of the
Hollows climbed down into the
burn and took a video which
shows the water disappearing.
Readers can view Craig’s video
on our website at www.
eladvertiser.co.uk and if anyone
knows more about the tin mines,
please contact us on 013873
80012 or email
rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

The Fairy Loup last Sunday. Photo by Gavin Graham

The Fairy Loup had disappeared by Monday. Photo by Catherine Lithgow

Upstream of the waterfall. Photo by Gavin Graham

Downstream of the waterfall. Photo by Gavin Graham

Letters to the editor
Slave
economy

WE READ that the taxpayer
bill
for
compensating
businesses and employees,
although not all, because of
HM Treasury restrictions
could be about £500 billion
on the UK’s loan account.
This is inevitable because
good, viable businesses risk
ruin without government,
namely, taxpayer support for
the last six months and,
realistically, for the next 12
months. In my opinion, this
must happen.
Some commentators and
politicians object to this,
preferring to gamble on
balancing potential deaths
against current damage to the
total economy.
This is a good debate but I
would judge this against a

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

similar shock to the UK
economy in the 1830s with the
UK drive to abolish the slave
trade and the subsequent slave
economy.
The act of parliament was
enacted only in 1835 by the
government, namely, the
taxpayer to pay compensation
to the slave owners in the UK:
merchants,
politicians,
government ministers, MPs
and House of Lords members,
lawyers, accountants and all
who benefited.
Without
this
financial
inducement, it is probable the
vested interests would have
continued the slave industry.
So, how did this act succeed
against such vested interests?
Money, as always. The
government of the day
borrowed some £20m, about
£300 billion in today’s money,
so the owners and vested
interests were compensated for
the loss of their “property”,
namely, the human beings they

Have your say on the issues affecting our area. You can write to us at
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH or
email your comments to rachel.norris@eladvertiser.co.uk

enslaved for profit.
This was spread over 180
years and was only finally
repaid in 2015.
My point is that, if a UK
government could borrow such
a colossal sum 200 years ago to
compensate the wealthy few
from trading in human beings,
it should have no excuse not to
do the same to protect all the
people of the land whether
employers or employees.
Don’t forget most commerce
is via small businesses and
their employees, together with
the self-employed.
Without this cornerstone of
the economy, the nation will be
diminished and, perhaps,
beyond repair.
To finish, it seems to me that
with the UK and mainland
Europe fighting a serious
pandemic, it is barmy that the
UK, or a fanatical faction
within 10 Downing Street, aka
Dominic
Cummings,
is
determined to exit on any terms

the EU trading and customs
union in eight weeks.
Surely, it is time the
government acts responsibly
for once and seeks a six or 12month extension to the
transition period so a friendly
withdrawal agreement or other
solution, whether re-entry or a
conditional membership, can
be discussed without the
needless disruption which
seems inevitable from January
2, 2021.
Michael Clarke
Hillside Crescent
Langholm

No service
at memorial

IN LINE with national
government guidance (see
link for reference), there will
be no act of remembrance at
the war memorial this

Sunday,
organised
by
Langholm Social Club.
Organisations can pay respects
in accordance with the
announcement below, available
at www.gov.scot/publications/
coronavirus-covid-19remembrance-2020/
Since Monday each area of
Scotland has been assigned to
a COVID-19 protection level.
There are five protection levels
and Langholm is in Level 2.
This will have an impact on
this year's Remembrance
commemorations.
Restrictions at each of the
levels for organised events and
places of worship is set out,
covering most Remembrance
activities. Events in Level 2 are
not permitted.
Places of worship can open
but are restricted to 50 people.
David Patterson
Chairman
Langholm Social Club

Borders has biggest
increase in recycling

But Dumfries and Galloway lags well behind on 29.5 per cent
LESS than a third of household waste was recycled in
Dumfries and Galloway in 2019,
according to new figures.
The Scottish Environment
Protection Agency (SEPA) report
showed that 22,672 tonnes
(29.5%) of the 76,786 tonnes
of household waste generated
and managed was recycled.
In 2018 the percentage was
27.4. Another 34,467 tonnes
(44.9%) were diverted from
landfill. The amount of waste
sent to landfill was 19,647
tonnes, (25.6%).
Each person generated 0.52
tonnes of waste in 2019 and
the tonnage recycled was 0.15.
Each individual’s carbon impact
was 1.41 tonnes.
The result is that the region’s
household waste emitted
209,440 tonnes of CO2.
In contrast, the total percentage
recycled in Scotland was 44.9,
up 0.2 from 2018. The bestperforming council was East
Renfrewshire at 67.8 per cent.
In the Scottish Borders 52,300

national average of 44.9 per cent.
This cut in CO2 emissions is
the equivalent to the greenhouse
gas emissions from driving 27m
miles in an average car.

tonnes was generated and
of that, 25,718 tonnes were
recycled (49.2%), up from 38.8
in the previous year.
The tonnage diverted from
landfill was 11,517 (22%).
Another 15,064 tonnes (28.8%)
went to landfill.
Each person generated 0.45
tonnes of waste, of which 0.22
was recycled. Each individual’s
carbon impact was 1.07 tonnes.
This meant the region emitted
123,166 tonnes of CO2.

Recycling

Dumfries and Galloway
Council will implement a new
kerbside recycling service from
next spring, starting in
Wigtownshire. It will then be
rolled out to the rest of the
region.
Councillor Archie Dryburgh,
Annandale East and Eskdale,
sat on the waste sub-committee
which prepared the strategy for
the new service before it was
forwarded to the communities
committee.

Landfill

Stuart Hamilton, Annandale East and Eskdale ward officer, left, and Keith
Brown of Dumfries and Galloway Council with some new recycling bins

He said more than half of the
waste was “recovered” and it
was used as energy from waste.
It wasn’t recycled or reused
but it was being diverted from
landfill.
He added: “Once kerbside
recycling is in place, there’ll be
a massive increase in recycling.
“New wagons have been procured and new bins ordered.

Make your own handbag
PILES of waste fabric, which
were destined to be thrown
away, have been recycled to
make a beautiful bag.
Judith Johnson of Textiles
Eskdale – Weaving a Future, a
Langholm Initiative project, rescued the material from the former
Reid & Taylor mill.
She said: “It was going to be
thrown away and there’s so
much potential for making things,
like this bag.
“I gave some fabric and the
pattern to Ann Hill and she made
this bag.
“If anyone would like to make
the bag, I can give them some
material and the pattern.
“I hope that, lockdown permitting, Ann will do a talk and
demonstration on Wednesday,
November 18. We don’t have a
definite time yet.”
If anyone would like some
material, contact Judith on
013873 80914.
Judith Johnson is giving people the chance to make their own bags
using material from Reid & Taylor

The service will be rolled out
pretty quickly once it’s introduced.”
The Borders secured the
biggest rise in recycling rates
of any area of Scotland in 2019.
The figures show recycling
jumped from 38.8 per cent in
2018 to 49.2 per cent.
This improvement meant the
Borders was also above the
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The dramatic rise in recycling
has been attributed to the
Borders becoming landfill free
in July 2019 after procuring a
new residual waste contract.
Levenseat Limited was awarded the contract which transports
and treats the 42,000 tonnes of
residual waste produced in the
Borders each year.
The waste is transported to
Levenseat’s site in West Lothian
where most is treated to produce
a refuse-derived fuel to generate
heat and electricity as well as
recover materials for recycling.
Councillor Gordon Edgar,
executive member for infrastructure, travel and transport,
said: “I encourage everyone to
continue playing their part and
help our environment by recycling as much as possible.”

Santa will
tour town

THE Langholm Christmas lights
committee has finalised its plans
for this year’s much-curtailed
activities.
The switch-on will be held
on Saturday, December 5 and
Santa and Mrs Claus will tour
the town on their sleigh.
Letters to Santa can be handed
into Londis or The Paper Shop
and every child will receive a
free gift.
Children will be able to meet
Santa virtually for £2 each and
half of the money will go to a
charity of his choice and half
to the committee.
Details will go on to its
Facebook page nearer the time.
The town’s lights will be
switched on at 2.45pm. They
are being put up this year by
John Wilson of Dumfries.
Betty Harkness, committee
chairwoman, says they are opening a fundraiser shop, venue
still to be decided.
She said: “I’d like to add that,
although some people say there
will be no Christmas this year,
there will be a Christmas and
we should all try to make the
most of it, despite COVID-19,
and make an effort to make it a
special Christmas.”
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Farming on the Border

Resilient farmer
has good advice

In association with
C & D AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES

Talk on using beet
as a winter feed
WEBINARS for Scottish
farmers on using fodder beet
as a crop to feed livestock over
the winter have been set up.
The brassica crop has been
described as a game changer
for livestock farming because
of its huge potential as a highyielding, high-energy winter
forage and its use has grown in
popularity in Scotland over the
last few years.
Dr Jim Gibbs of Lincoln
University in New Zealand, a
ruminant nutritionist, vet and
fodder beet specialist, is focusing on using the crop on livestock farms.
He is joined by beef and sheep
consultant Kirsten Williams
of SAC Consulting, part of
Scotland’s Rural College
(SRUC), who is organising the
webinars for the Farm Advisory
Service.
The webinar on beef is on
November 11 and on dairy on
November 18. Both run from
8pm to 9pm.
Meeting Market Demand –
Webinar 1: Food Policy & The

Agricultural Landscape is held
tonight at 8pm.
As Scotland moves into
uncharted waters on a number
of fronts, it is important all
links in the production chain
are resilient and prepared for
the challenges ahead.
With the passing of the
Scottish Agriculture Bill,
Scotland will have to put its
best foot forward in terms of
producing quality produce of a
high standard.
Martin Kennedy of NFU
Scotland has a wealth of
experience and depth of knowledge on the issue and will discuss what it means for producers
and take questions.
Taste of Arran’s Alastair
Dobson, who took the island
group from the grassroots to
an industry leader in forward
thinking, will discuss the process of achieving this and what
are the challenges for the
industry.
For more information visit
www.fas.scot

C&D Auction Marts Ltd had forward
6,526 store lambs and feeding ewes at
Longtown on Tuesday, October 27.
Another large entry easily met the dearest
trade of the season with numbers inadequate for the very strong demand. Top
£100, £96, £91, £88 for Texel lambs
from Boreland, others to £87 Greenwell
Meadows, £86 Embley; Beltex to £85
Sorbie, £81 Greenwell Meadows; Dutch
Texels to £79 Greenside; Suffolks to
£85 Boreland, £82.50 Tarrasfoot; Greyfaces to £79, £78 Embley, £77.50 Stone
House, £75 Penpeugh; Cheviot Mules
to £75 LH Farming; Roussins to £79
Boreland; Kendal Roughs to £66 Gill
Head; Zwartbles to £60 Little Mark;
Shetlands to £62 Meikle Whitriggs;
Swaledales to £42 Laverhay.
Feeding ewes (364) to £92 for Texels
from Boreland. Hill ewes to £70 for
Cheviots from Windyhaugh; Blackfaces
to £55 Achavenish. Cast rams to £100
Achavenish.
Cheviots (1,947) a remarkable trade.
Best lambs sold over £70 to a top of £79
and £77 for Hill Cheviots from Solwaybank, others to £74 Boreland, £69 Twislehope & Sundhope. North Country

Cheviots to £70 from Caulside & Bank
Head.
A tremendous show of 2,051 Blackfaces
met a trade second to none, with many
pens selling over £70 to a top of £75
from Halterburnhead & Lanehead, others
to £72.50 Collin Bank, £72 The Hott,
£71.50 Horseholme. The overall average
for Blackfaces was £59.96.
The mart held the late season show of
961 breeding sheep. All classes sold to a
keen ring of bidders with a 100% clearance. Selling to a top of £200 x 2 firstly
for North Country Cheviot rams from
HH & A Swanson, Tister, Caithness and
for an aged Charollais ram from PA
MacKay, 6 Forss, Caithness and to £118
for three-crop North Country Cheviot
ewes from JS & SN Hislop, Windyhaugh.
The mart held the annual hillbred suckler
calf sale alongside store cattle of all
classes on Saturday, October 24.
All cattle sold to a fast trade, ensuring
vendors left the sale ring highly delighted
with their day’s trading, with averages
up £165.43 on the year.
An outstanding run of mainly Charolais
bred calves consigned by regular vendors

A NEW Zealand farmer, who
has overcome everything from
earthquakes to drought, will
offer advice to his Scottish
counterparts on how to ‘bounce
forward’ from a crisis.
With Brexit and COVID-19
bringing new challenges to an
already high-pressure industry,
Doug Avery will lead a Farm
Advisory Service (FAS) webinar
offering tips to farmers on how
to become more resilient.
Doug set up Resilient Farmer
after overcoming drought, earthquakes, mental health challenges
and spiralling debt to establish
one of the most productive farms
in New Zealand.
He will recap his own story
and discuss his ‘four pillars’ of
good mental and emotional

health, identifying the issues
which hold you back and how
to bring yourself back from the
brink.
He said: “When you change

the way you look at things, the
things you look at change. Your
attitude determines your altitude.
“Join me to grow your emo-

tional resilience skills so you
can get more rewards from life.”
Event organiser Robert
Ramsay, of SAC Consulting,
part of Scotland’s Rural College,
said: “With the challenges of
Brexit and now COVID-19, it
is more important to understand
our own limitations and reach
out for help and support when
needed.
“Doug has garnered international recognition for his frank,
upfront and honest take on managing mental health in the agricultural industry and we are
incredibly fortunate to have him
speak to the FAS.”
The webinar is on Monday,
November 16 from 8pm to 9pm.
For more information or to
book a place visit www.fas.scot/

M/s D Story, Greenburn, Canonbie stole
the show, selling very well indeed, topping
at £1,030 on two separate occasions,
firstly for a pen of 5 Charolais bulls and
again for a pen of 7.
Limousin calves topped at £950 for an
outstanding steer consigned by M/s Walton, Wanwood Hill, Alston. They sold
the top priced Limousin heifer at £940.
All producers are commended; all cattle
turned out were in fine form. A full ringside of potential buyers attended and
many more calves could easily have
been sold to vendors’ advantage.
The mart had forward 7,694 sheep comprising 4,566 prime lambs and 3,128
cast ewes and rams plus 35 cast cows at
the weekly sale last Thursday.
A larger entry of 35 cast cows was forward, with most being weathered hill
cows and nearly a third non-farm assured,
nevertheless, good cows remain in demand and are needed weekly. The sale
topped at 147p for a young Luing cow
from M Stewart, Tushielaw, Selkirk. Angus cows sold to 121p from R Moscrop
& Son, Border Rigg, Bewcastle with
Montbeliardes selling to 120p from I &
G Aitchison, The Side, Newcastleton.

Top per head of £931 for Luings from
The Lampert, Gilsland, who sold others
at £841. Anguses to £847 from Border
Rigg, Montbeliardes to £828 from The
Side and Galloway cows at £821 from
Clerk Hill, Eskdalemuir.
A larger show of 4,566 prime lambs was
forward to the same ring of competitive
buyers ensuring a solid trade from start
to finish, well finished export lambs
were in big demand and short of buyers’
requirements. More are needed to satisfy
demand every week.
Topping the sale at 288p was a fantastic
pen of 15 Beltex lambs from G & W
Halliday, Crawthat, Lockerbie, who also
achieved the top price per head of £124,
again for Beltex lambs.
Light lambs saw a lift, topping at 262p
for a pen of tidy Texel cross lambs consigned by J Latimer, Causey View, Bardon
Mill. Continental lambs traded at 210p230p, Blackies topped at 215p consigned
by Burnfoot Farms, Sanquhar. Blackface
lambs traded at 195p-205p. Many more
of each class can be sold to vendors’ advantage. Overall average of 201.4p (SQQ
206.9p).
A smaller entry of 3,128 cast ewes and

rams sold well. All classes were slightly
firmer on the week and showed signs of
improvement.
A proper pen of pure-bred Texel ewes
topped the sale at £176 from C & I
Angus, Oldfield, Thurso. Best Texel
ewes regularly achieved £150+.
Mules topped at £96 for a pen of strong
mules consigned by M/s Anderson, Nether
Stenries. Strong mules in good demand
with several pens achieving £80+.
Hill ewes topped at £78 for Cheviots
from J Robertson & Son, Becks,
Langholm. Swaledale ewes saw a big
lift in trade, topping at £60 for a strong
pen of 40 consigned by Messrs WJ Scott,
Low Leam, Hexham.
Cast rams still in big demand, selling to
a top of £158 for a Texel from A & HC
Smith, Crumhaughhill, Hawick.
Heavy ewes: Texel £176 Oldfield, £168
Nether Stenries, £166 Dinnans, £164
Dearham Hall Bungalow, Kirk House &
Viewley, £159 Wester Parkgate, £156
High Greenhill & Falla. Beltex £124
Upper Auchenlay, £120 Gillesbie, £116
Dotland Park. Suffolk £122 East Murkle,
£112 Oldfield, £104 Lingey Field, £102
Hassendeanburn. Charollais £119, £118,

£116 Upper Auchenlay. North Country
Cheviot £108 East Murkle, £92 Shalmstry,
£91 North Synton. Bluefaced Leicester
£100 Nether Stenries. Mule £96 Nether
Stenries, £90 Whiteclose & Elmbank,
£88 Nether Stenries, £86 Spittal Ridding
Hill & Inch, £85 Falla, £83 Dinnans.
Cheviot Mule £91 Parkhill, £90 Marchbank.
Light ewes: Cheviot £78 Becks, £76
Gleniall, £74 Blackcleugh & Abbots
Close, £72 Springwells, £71 Clynemilton
& Gleniall, £70 Parkhill. Easycare £74
Ardovie House. Blackface £68 The Nook,
£66 Hillbrae & Pole, £64 South Corrielaw,
£62 Whiteside & Greensburn, £60 Townfoot. Woodland £65 Shaftoe Moor.
Swaledale £60, £59 Low Leam, £54
High Parkfoot, £52 Woodhouse, £51
Croft Road.
Rams: Texel £158 Crumhaughhill, £140
Falla, £136 Dinnans, £130, £128 Falla,
£128 Dearham Hall Bungalow, £120
Fearn. Suffolk £150 East Murkle. Bluefaced Leicester £138 Whiteside. North
Country Cheviot £125 Oldfield, £121
Nether Stenries, £108 Durran Mains.
Beltex £110 Fearn. Cheviot £100 Commonside & Gleniall, £90 Kelsocleugh.

Farmer Doug Avery will recount how he pulled himself back from the brink

Around the marts

GARRY PHILLIPS Agricultural & Motor Engineers
Calving Gates from £440 + VAT
Available in different sizes and widths
With many unique features
Best on the market!

Polaris Ranger 570 Petrol
Price From £8150 + VAT

Roughsyke, Roadhead, Carlisle, CA6 6NL

NEW Polaris Ranger 902 Diesel

The fastest & most versatile diesel
0 Finance* on * Available Now UTV on the market today
2 Years Warranty on all
Price from £12,999 +VAT
%

016977 48227

www.quadbikescumbria.co.uk

Village could be the
gateway to new park

Newcastleton would sit in a unique position as an attraction
A MILESTONE was reached
last week when Scottish
Borders Council formally
agreed to consider a proposal
for a National Park in the
region.
The decision was made
after talks on the draft
Local Development Plan in
September.
There are international moves
to protect more land for nature
and in Scotland many people
believe the best way to do this
is create more national parks.
Currently only eight per cent
of Scotland is covered by
national parks and 13 per cent
by National Scenic Areas,
although there is some overlap
between the two and several
other designations.
Malcolm Dickson, a Scottish
Borders National Park (SBNP)
team member said: “National
Park designation could help the
economy of the whole Borders
and not only the area which lies
within the final boundary.
“The fact the name would be

the Scottish Borders National
Park, together with the experience of communities outside
existing national parks around
the world, means the knock-on
economic benefits would spill
over into the wider region.
“We believe the council has
nothing to lose by supporting
the proposal but would need
to have very good reasons
for not taking advantage of a
community-originated idea gathering momentum in the region.”

Gateway

Greg Cuthbert, Newcastleton
community council vicechairman said: “The national
park could offer Newcastleton
and the community at large
many opportunities.
“We would be the gateway
to a future Borders National
Park and the established
Northumberland National Park,
making it an attractive option
for future tourism development
and investment,
“The village would sit in a

Newcastleton, with its attractive central square, is ideally positioned to
take advantage of the proposed Scottish Borders National Park

unique position which, if supported, could help create many
more job opportunities which
are so badly needed.
“It offers rural areas, neglected
for years, to free themselves
from the cycle of depopulation.
“But none of this is possible
if it is just another layer of
bureaucracy and bureaucratic

Tarras road is closed

Work has begun to repair the embankment, which had started to slip into the river, on the Tarras road just south
of Langholm

THE Tarras road, which runs from Skippers
Bridge in Langholm to Claygate, has been
closed once again.
Dumfries and Galloway Council has shut the
route to carry out strengthening work on the
river embankment.
The repairs are the result of erosion which was
causing the metal fence to start toppling down
the bank.

Residents voiced concerns that if the road collapsed into the river, there would be another
lengthy closure, similar to the one which closed
the same road for three and a half years.
That was caused by a landslip at Tarras during
Storm Desmond in December 2015.
The road is scheduled to remain shut until
November 30. There is no access for vehicles or
pedestrians.

red tape which hinders any
already planned growth and
development.

Prosper

“The problems that living in
a national park can bring at
times are well known.
“If we can have a national
park which is fit for the 21st
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century and wants to encourage
and help the rural communities
to grow and prosper, it is a welcome development.
“We’d certainly like to be at
the forefront of any future talks.
“This, along with the
Borderlands, gives the community a place at the centre of
both organisations.”
Councillor Watson McAteer,
Hawick & Hermitage, said:
“With a firm commitment by
the council to properly consider
this exciting proposal, a real
opportunity is being presented
to the Borders.
“The pandemic has affected
everyone and changed many
people’s priorities but the need
to build and strengthen our economic base has never been
greater.
“A national park in the Borders
presents an ideal opportunity to
develop our latent tourist
industry for the long term, providing an economic and social
opportunity which must not be
missed.”

Kindness
at advent

THIS Christmas Langholm and
Canonbie Schools Cluster will
be carrying out acts of kindness
for their communities during
December to bring a little festive
cheer during what will no doubt
be a challenging winter for
everyone.
Lauren McLean-Gill, cluster
headteacher, said: “We would
like to receive ideas from our
community on things we can
do such as bulb planting for
the spring, collecting shopping
from the Co op for an elderly
person, window or car-washing,
delivering hampers, writing letters to any isolated members
of the community and so on.
“Through the pages of the
E&L Advertiser I would like to
invite people to email me with
any suggestions they may have.”
____________________

Forest road
upgrade

TILHILL needs no prior approval to upgrade 19.2km of
forest road at the Stennieswater
complex west of the A7, 10kms
north of Langholm.

Town’s priceless asset. Pop in to the Pop-up Shop
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LANGHOLM Day Centre have delivered more than 6,000
meals to their members over 159 days since lockdown
was imposed on March 23.
Staff continued to work through the coronavirus pandemic
and delivered 6,050 meals around the town.
The staff have also produced a weekly newsletter as well as
quizzes, anagrams, word searches, jigsaws and books.
Sandra Graham, manager, said: “I’m very thankful to have
been able to keep on working and proud of all the staff.
“They have stepped up to the task in hand and just got on
with things, regardless of any risks to themselves.
“During this time we have had a 100th birthday celebration
with member Emily Bell and a 90th birthday with Nancy Little.”
Unfortunately, with the outbreaks and rise in coronavirus cases,
the centre will not reopen for the moment but the team are
working towards that and getting everything in place ready for
when the centre can open safely.
If anyone would like to use the service during the winter and
have a hot meal delivered to their door Monday to Friday, they
can contact the centre on 013873 80701. The charge is £4 for
a two-course meal.
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Margaret Scott receives a delivery from the masked boogle

Langholm Day Centre Staff
continue to provide a valuable
lifeline for their members

Freaky friends on the Day Centre bus
Rag Rug wreaths; beautiful but difficult to say!

Emily Bell receives flowers on the occasion of her 100th burthday

The Day Centre team help Nancy Little celebrate her 90th
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David McVittie’s Langholm Calendars

LANGHOLM
DAY CENTRE

A pair of Day Centre scaries get ready to deliver
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Make scents of Christmas with these oil burners

IF, LIKE many people the length and
breadth of the country, you have tried
to shop locally during the COVID-19
pandemic and, more importantly, for
Christmas, you could do a lot worse
than Langholm.
On top of being able to buy your children
all manner of toys and gifts at The Paper
Shop, wives and girlfriends perfumes and
nice soaps at Dalston Pharmacy, crafts
and stocking fillers at Holmspun, something a little bit different from Sticks n
Stuff, electrical goods at Bill Barbour’s or
the Co-op, ornaments or special gifts at
Latimers, beautiful works of art at the Art
Corner Gallery or OutPost Arts, all your
Christmas fare from Middlemass or
Browns Family Butchers, there is also
the Pop-Up Shop in town.
Situated in the former Little Gem, or
Jean White’s for those of a certain vintage,
this is a shop space which anyone with
something to sell can rent for a day, two
days or a week should the fancy take
them.

Treat your family and frinds to some exotic Tropic skincare

It was set up through The Stevenson
Trust to give smaller, cottage industries
the chance to sell their goods in a shop
setting, while also helping to fill one of
the empty shops in the High Street
This weekend David McVittie returns
with his wife. Jen, and Michele Lowe
who will sell Langholm calendars,
Langholm Christmas cards, photos and
canvases, oil burners, lamps, and vases,
Tropics skincare products and bespoke
rag-rug wreaths which Jen makes from
scratch as well as various Christmas
decorations.

Godsend

David said: “Langholm Pop-Up Shop
really has been a godsend this year more
than any other because of the
pandemic.
“There have been no farmers’ or outdoor

Please you friends far away with a Langholm Christmas card

markets at which to ply our wares so
something like this, where crafters can
showcase their goods is ideal.
“We, like many others, have tried to
shop locally as much as possible during
the year and hope to buy most of our
Christmas gifts from the town.
“The various users of the shop have
given us a whole lot of different options
on top of what we already have in
Langholm.”
The shop is now booked up until
Christmas and this has led to a second
property being used for the same purpose,
Langholm post office.
If you’re looking for a bargain, something
a bit different or just want to shop locally
this year, pop in to the Pop-Up Shop this
Saturday and the coming weeks and say
hello.

The Pop-up Shop in Langholm Market Place

In search of Thomas
Beattie: Part III
Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
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Community
services

AN APPROACH is being
finalised to renew community
social support services in
Dumfries and Galloway.
Services, including activity
resource centres, day centres
and other third sector services,
commissioned by Dumfries and
Galloway Health and Social
Care Partnership, had to be suspended because of the COVID19 pandemic.
The way families and carers
have responded to support people affected by services being
suspended and help to fill the
void during a very challenging
period is acknowledged.
Partnership staff, including
volunteers and third sector workers, have worked hard to give
support in different ways and
alleviate some of the stresses
of lockdown.
It is recognised that, for many
people, being unable to access
their normal service has been
very difficult.
A plan being readied will set
out a timescale for renewing
these services in line with
national guidance and based on
a need to ensure the requirements in that guidance are being
met.
Julie White, the partnership’s
chief officer, said: “COVID-19
has had a colossal impact on
all health and social care services. It’s been an ever-present
issue and concern.
“We’re looking to ensure these
services come back in a way
best able to meet the needs of
our communities.
“They will operate with
reduced capacity because of the
ongoing challenges and risks.”
The organisation is looking at
other ways these services can
be supplemented to offer an
appropriate level of care and
support over at least the next
six months.

Plan under
scrutiny

LIDDESDALE residents can
now have their say on the proposed new Local Development
Plan (LDP) in the Scottish
Borders.
The 12 weeks for submitting
representations has opened and
runs until January 25 at
www.scotborders.gov.uk/ldp2
It sets out land use proposals
and planning policies intended
to guide development and
inform planning decisions over
the next 10 years.
The consultation is taking
place predominantly online.
To help people take part an
interactive map has been
developed to allow all the proposals to be viewed.
There is also a video to explain
the process.
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The concluding part of our article on Langholm’s entreprenurial farmer
by Tom Scott
and Ron Addison

Given his accumulation of
farms in Tundergarth and the
later acquisition of Glendearg
and Overcassock at the head
of Eskdalemuir, still held by
his granddaughter, Mary
Stewart Beattie of Crieve in
the late 19th century, why and
when did Thomas Beattie move
to Meikledale in the Ewes
valley where he died in 1827?
In 1766 his father had acquired
the tack of Muckledale, as it
was then called, and later the
adjoining estate of Arkleton.
It may be that once his parents
had moved to Bigholms in 1774,
(was this a deliberate ousting
by a ruthless son, who frequently
quarrelled with his father?),
Thomas Beattie took up residence there or was it in 1788
after the death of his beloved
daughter, Jean?
This shift of geographical focus
may also be reflected in Beattie’s
growing interest in farms in
Liddesdale.
Possibly, he was securing his
succession. In 1822 he acquired,
or renewed, the entail of Crieve,
Muckledale and Crossdykes for
his eponymous son.
Yet, in the early 1830s Thomas
Beattie junior emigrated to

A reproduction on an old map showing one area of particular interest to Thomas Beattie

Madeira, possibly for reasons
of health, and died there in 1836,
leaving a widow, Christine, and
an infant daughter, the later
Mary Stewart Beattie, who returned to Britain.
Beattie junior may also have
been fleeing his creditors, as
protracted court proceedings
show, but in 1843 his heritors
argued that Crieve, presumably
with the surrounding farms,
brought in £2,300 a year, a

colossal sum.

Enlightenment

Unlike most agricultural
improvers in the Age of Enlightenment, Beattie showed no
inclination to abandon the entail,
even though the passing of the
Entail Act in 1770 allowed, for
the first time, a free market in
land to develop.
Even a century later when his
granddaughter applied to alter
the terms of the entail, she did

so to undertake improvements,
not to break the entail.
In the tangled thicket of
Thomas Beattie’s career – he
became a Justice of the Peace
and a landowner of wide, though
clearly dubious, renown – many
questions are unresolved.
The principal issue remains:
where precisely was Crieve?
No physical trace of the farm
seems to have survived.
But from legal documents,

above all Court of Session
records, Crieve is described as
lying 30 degrees north-east by
east of Cairnknowe, which is
still intact, near the head of the
Robgill Burn.
When the weather improves,
when the grass is short and
when COVID-19 is in retreat,
the current authors, exchanging
their books for their boots, intend
to explore the terrain on foot,
equipped with geophysical aids.

Rotary paints it purple for polio
LANGHOLM Rotary Club took part in World
Polio Day and used the Pop-Up Shop to
highlight the work being done, mainly in
Africa and Asia, to finally eradicate polio.
Only a few cases are now being
recorded annually, thanks to the efforts
of Rotary International.
Apart from information on polio eradication,
the club had a shelter box on display. It can be
sent all over the world to help in natural disasters.
Each contains a large tent, tools, cooker, pots,
pans, thermal blankets and other items.
That evening the club “painted the town purple”
by lighting up the town hall to mark the day,
using the colour associated with the successful
immunisation of children all over the world.
It was seen by many locals and those passing
through the town.
The club would like to thank Chris Jones, and
the club’s own Glen Cavers for organising the
spectacular light show which brightened up an
otherwise wet and windy evening.

Chris Jones and Glen Cavers of Centre Stage Community Theatre illuminate Langholm town hall for World Polio Day
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People asked to put symbols of remembrance in their windows
A CAMPAIGN to place
Remembrance poppies in
windows has been launched.
On November 11, 1921 the
first cloth poppies were sold.
More than nine million had
been made but such was the
nation’s desire to remember those
lost during the Great War that
they sold out immediately.
That first poppy appeal raised
more than £106,000, a significant
sum of money at that time, and
the funds helped veterans to find
jobs and homes.
The poppy has become an
enduring symbol of gratitude
and every year tens of millions
of people around the world wear
poppies as a visual pledge of
honour to remember those who
sacrificed themselves.
In the days leading up to
November 11, Poppies can usually be seen in every corner of
the country.
This year, because of the
COVID-19 pandemic and the
restrictions imposed on everyone,
events and fundraising efforts
are taking on a different format.
Dumfries and Galloway
Council is asking people to find
other ways to remember by displaying poppies alongside the

rainbows in their windows in
the week up to Remembrance
Sunday and Armistice Day.
Legion Scotland is asking for
support to share information on
its Just Giving page for Poppy
Appeal 2020 on social media
and other networks.

Support

Councillor Archie Dryburgh,
the council’s armed forces champion said: “Every year people
support the Poppy Scotland
appeal and the appeal thanks
them for their continued support.
“This year it will be much
harder to raise funds.
“As armed forces champion
and an area secretary for Legion
Scotland I’m aware of the significant increase in the needs of
veterans and the ex-service community.
“I’m asking communities to
show their appreciation and help
us not to forget by displaying
their poppies and making a small
pledge to Poppy Scotland on
the Just Giving page for Poppy
Appeal 2020.
“I know residents will support
this year’s appeal and, for that,
we’re all very grateful.”

People are being asked to place poppies in their windows such as this one in Welcome to Langholm, contributed by Kate
Turk, the Poppy Scotland Appeal’s organiser in Langholm

experience
that delivers
www.bearscot.com
enquiries@bearscotland.co.uk
BEAR Scotland is now responsible for
trunk roads in south east Scotland –
including the A7 between Galashiels
and the border.
We’re already making improvements,
with £612,000 worth of resurfacing on
the A7 set to start on 9 November for
two weeks.
These overnight works will see almost
4.15km of carriageway resurfaced
between Galashiels and Langholm to
create smoother and safer journeys.

Share your
experience

OLDER people in Liddesdale
are being encouraged to share
their experiences of the
COVID-19 virus.
The Borders Older People’s
Planning Partnership wants to
get an understanding of their
lives during the pandemic.
The information will be used
to support the region’s ongoing
recovery efforts and the transformation programmes being
taken forward by Scottish
Borders Council, NHS Borders
and the Health & Social Care
Partnership.
Councillor Elaine ThorntonNicol, the council’s older people’s champion, said: “We want
to hear from older people about
their lockdown and life since
shielding was paused.
“What worked well for them,
what challenges did they face,
how have they been living their
lives and what could be done
better in the future?”
An online survey is open now
and will run until Sunday,
November 29 at www.scotborders.gov.uk/BOPPP
The survey is also available
in other formats and languages.
Call 01896 825970 or email
socialworkconsultation@scotborders.gov.uk
The organisation is one of
the Health & Social Care
Partnership’s engagement and
planning groups.

What BEAR Scotland does…
Road maintenance operations:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Emergency repairs
Road safety repairs
Cyclic maintenance, e.g. gully cleaning
Street lighting and tra c signals
Landscaping, including grass cutting, tree
felling and weed management
24/7 winter maintenance

Civil engineering consultancy:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Roads improvement design
(including pavements)
Road structural maintenance
Bridge inspections and design
Accident investigation and prevention
Sign replacement
Road reconstruction and bridge
replacement projects

Network management:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Safety inspections
Detailed road inspections
Asset management inspections
Assessing planning applications
Authorising roadworks, e.g. utilities
Keeping disruption to a minimum

Maintaining trunk roads and bridges in the south east of Scotland
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100 years: Motor Car Accident at Eskalemuir

Langholm with the Lid Off
We continue our serialisation of Wattie Bell’s book.

ARTHUR BELL’S
DYEHOUSE

continued

But I digress. I was still
happy with the irrepressible
optimism of youth. I was by
now at the age of 16 a regular
member of Langholm first fifteen and was happy in my
new job in the dyehouse.
We had the “talkies” (talking
pictures) in Langholm from
the early thirties. They were
shown in the converted
church in the Free Kirk Entry
(Charles Street). 3p to get in
and when Pinder’s mother
couldn’t afford the 3p for
Pinder to get in during the
week he carried all the furniture, table, chairs, dressing
table, spoons, knives and
forks, cups and saucers, table
cloth etc from the house into
the park and set them up on
the grass between the Parish
Church and War Memorial.
She had asked him to set the
table whilst she went to the
shops to purchase something
for the tea prior to the rest of
the family coming home from
the mill. He also carried a
wardrobe out on his head. He
was pretty strong at the age of
12.

Botchergate

When we were older, round
about our mid-teens and
working in the mills we would

go to Carlisle on the train on
a Saturday night 6pm to midnight, 1/- return.
Carlisle had five cinemas
and two theatres then. Cinemas were: one opposite Carrs
biscuits works, The Public
Hall, The City, The Lonsdale,
and
The
Botchergate.
Theatres were: Her Majesty’s
and the Palace at the foot of
Botchergate.
The train was packed and we
picked up passengers on the
way. I would go down with
my pals, Jim Paisley, Alan
Gillespie
and
Willie
McMillan.
One night there was an old
shepherd from the head of
Eskdalemuir in our compartment.

Liptons

A smart young girl bound
for the dancing at the Cosmo,
got on at Canonbie. There was
no seat for her but the old
shepherd said: “I’m an auld
man lassie, just sit on ma
knee.”
When we got to Riddings
Junction the train began to rattle and swing over the points
and the old shepherd said:
“Ah! Lassie a doot ye’ll hae
tae get up a’m no as auld as a
thought a was.”
The shops were open to
9pm. Liptons was a great
place for cheap groceries.

On the return journey one
Saturday night old Jock
McCracken, who lived by
himself, had been down at
Liptons and he opened his
bag, took out a jar of raspberry jam, opened it, took out
his top set of dentures and
used them as a spoon to eat
the jam. I watched in fascination and felt sick.
If the train was packed on a
Saturday it was virtually
empty during the week. It was
used during the day by the
odd commercial traveller.
Jim Burgess was the porter
and he had the station beautiful. It was getting near the
time for the judging for the
best kept station and he
painted the whole place
including the inside of the
only toilet which he kept
locked.
The railway in Langholm
was established in 1864 and
there was a big crowd to see
the first train pulling out of the
station belching smoke.
Wattie o’ the Rashiel came
over the brow of Whita at the
time and got a terrible fright.
He dashed back down the hill
and into the house shouting to

his wife. “Come quick. Auld
Jock Ewart’s smiddy is gan
doon the Dean Banks trailin’ a
raw o’ hooses efter it.”
(to be continued)

Crossing the Byreburn viaduct. Fowler 2-6-4T courtesy of Langholm Archives

A somewhat serious motor incident occured near Johnstone House, Eskdalemuir on the forenoon
of Friday. A big motor shooting brake was conveying a party of sportsmen to Johnstone House
shooting at present leased by Sir R W Buchanan Jardine, when the steering rod broke and the car
went through the fence into a meadow. Three of the occupants were injured, one having a severe
cut to his forehead. There are some very steep hills on the road between Lockerbie and Eskdalemuir
and if the accident had happend on one of these, the consequences might have been very different.

75 years: Something for Mothers to read

The winter months are often a source of anxiety to mothers whose children are constantly developing colds and chills. The best thing to give them is the Cod Liver Oil Cream freshly prepared by
R Thomson, Chemist, Abbey Street, Elgin; Read what these mothers have to say; “The children
have benefitted very much from the Cream which they have taken regularly all winter. The winter
has been a very trying one. It has been so very challengeable. All three children have never even
had a cold. My eldest daughter is an entirely different girl to what she was two winters ago. She
was always taking a cold and it went to her chest every time. We think the change in her is wonderful and put it down to the regular use of the Cream.” “I desire to thank you for your kind and
prompt attention to previous orders. My little girl has derived considerable benefits from the Cod
Liver Oil cream. Despite the trying weather conditions and an epidemic of influenza she has
remained free from illness of any kind and has been a regular in school attendance all winter.

50 years: Any Claimants

Well, have we any claimants in Langholm and district for the title of Britain’s Oldest Working
Man? We are referring to the letter which appeared in our correspondence columns last week from
the managing director of a London-based firm, who are endeavouring to discover the factors that
enable a man to do a full day’s work after the normal retiring age. In conjunction with this they
are holding a competition to find Britain’s oldest working man. And so, we ask the question –
have we any claimants here in Langholm? In this connection we see that claims are being put forward for a Dumfries man who is 82 years of age and who still works a full week with a Dumfries
building firm, both in the yard and in the store, while just to keep his muscles in trim he plays a
full round of golf every Saturday. We remember a sort of similar “effort” a number of years ago
when a sponsor was inquiring for the oldest gardener in the country. On that occasion we
approached the late Mr “Bob” Johnstone – retired gamekeeper – who was still doing a gey guid
stint in local gardens when he was over ninety years of age but he “didna like” to let his name go
forward. However, there may be a worker hereabouts who is “qualified” for the title of Britain’s
Oldest Working Man and if so we hope that there will be no shyness on his part and that he will
be a competitor for the honour.

25 years: Getting them prepared for the big shows

A mini Canonbie Flower show was won last week by Abigail Davies. The show was organised by
Brownie leader, Gillian Tweddle, who also organises the main Flower Show in August. The event,
she says, is one way of encouraging local youngsters to think about entering craft exhibits competitively. Abigail was runaway winner with a total of 16 points, five ahead of second placed
Gillian Kinstrey. Lydia Jagger and Amy Ward were joint third with 10 points each. Prizes, including
a cup for Abigail were presented by Mrs Eileen Easy. Results: Pencil drawing: 1st Lydia Jagger,
2nd (equal) Gillian Kinstrey and Lynne Rendle; Writing: 1st Abigail Davies, 2nd Iona Murray. Short
story: 1st Gillian Kinstrey, 2nd Stephanie Pratt. Collage: 1st Amy Ward, 2nd Gillian Kinstrey.
Photograph: 1st Lydia Jagger, 2nd Claire Bourne. Sewing: 1st Sian Williams, 2nd, Abigail Davies.
Decorated Egg: 1st Amy Ward, 2nd Abigail Davies. Paper flower: 1st Abigail Davies, 2nd Lynne
Rendle. Potato Man: 1st Beattie Bourne, 2nd Iona Murray. Necklace or bracelet: 1st Claire Bourne,
2nd Lynne Rendle.

Brownies Iona Murray, Beattie Bourne, Fiona Little, Mhairi Elliot, Gillian Kinstrey, Kath Baker, Sian Williams,
Stephanie Pratt and Caroline Dinwoodie with their assistant Guider Susan Little.
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Climbing the mighty Bla Bheinn
Heron, poised. Photograph by Tom Hutton

Camera: Panasonic Lumix TZ 90

By Roger Maxwell

THE weather forecast looked good.
My son Jordan and I decided this was
probably the last opportunity we’d
have this year to take a trip to the
Highlands so we headed for Glen Shiel
and six hours later we were in our tent
listening to red deer stags
bellowing in their annual rut.
Our plan for Saturday was three Munros
north of Loch Cluanie followed on Sunday
by the highlight of the weekend, Bla
Bhienn (Blaven) on Skye.
Saturday’s walk was good but all three
Munros were in cloud and each remained
anonymous.
Not so Blaven. As we approached this
giant late on Saturday afternoon, it could
not have been more obvious which hill
we needed to climb.
Apparently, the view of the Black Cuillin
from this Munro is quite iconic and we
prayed the clear sky predicted by the
forecast was correct.
The criteria of Munro status are never
more pronounced than on Blaven.

Jordan and Roger Maxwell with Cooper, stop for a break whilst climbing Blaven

The walk starts at sea level and every
one of the 3,045 feet must be gained.
It was a clear, still morning but, ominously,
cloud still hung to the tops. We set off in
the half dark and, as it got lighter, the
splendour of the valley we were entering
was revealed in all its glory: beautiful
waterfalls and steep, treacherous gullies,

quite typical of the scenery on Skye.

Hands needed

Bla Bheinn (Blaven) on the Isle of Skye

After a gentle climb to 1,500 feet, the
steep terrain began and on many occasions hands were needed. At one point a
grade one scramble blocked the way.
The view south at this point is over the

Cuillin Sound to Rum and Eigg. The west
coast of Scotland is surely one of the
most beautiful places on Earth.
Unfortunately, when we reached the
summit, the cloud still lingered and no
other mountains could be seen.
A good excuse to come back to Skye
and climb the mighty Blaven once more.

14 Thursday November 5, 2020

Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser

Copshaw kids say 20’s plenty!
NEWCASTLETON primary school’s Junior Road Safety
Officers (JRSOs) have been helping to publicise the
village’s new 20mph speed limit.
Lili (P6) and Ruari (P7) created a colouring competition.
They were part of the judging, not an easy task with the
super effort put into the posters. Road safety themed prizes
were awarded to the winners.
Once laminated, the pair went round with JoAnne Young,
deputy headteacher, and put them up on the lampposts. the
nursery children also helped.
The JRSOs have been busy again, this time promoting
Walk to School Week.
The school has previously won the Active School Travel
award twice, which is fantastic!
The award is judged on the highest percentage of children
actively travelling to school: walking, cycling, scooting
and park and stride.
Many of the pupils walk to school consistently which is
great for good health, social aspects and the environment.

www.eladvertiser.co.uk

Clock goes
on display

The Mossband Clock goes on
display at the museum tomorrow

Walk to school week – Lili and Ruari praise the children for actively arriving at school

Lili and Ruari put up the posters around the village

Ezra (Early Learning Centre) bikes to school with dad Lee

A colourful reminder of the speed limit in Newcastleton

Reece (P4) walks to school with mum Lynne

THE Devil’s Porridge Museum
in Eastriggs is preparing to
unveil an impressive new
display.
The museum is currently
closed for a few days but, once
it’s reopened, visitors will be
able to see the Mossband Clock.
The clock was on top
of Mossband House near
Longtown until it was demolished several years ago.
Judith Hewitt, museum manager, said: “This building was
the central headquarters of the
original HM Factory Gretna
which is the main focus of the
Devil’s Porridge Museum.
“The clock was saved when
the well-known building was
demolished several years ago.”
Richard Brodie, chairman,
added: “Our heritage group
tried so hard to save the building, which was 100 years old,
from demolition.
“So we’re delighted to have
restored all four faces of its
imposing clock.
“We are looking forward
to unveiling it soon as an
impressive centrepiece in the
museum.”
The Mossband Clock will be
on public display from tomorrow. The official unveiling by
Lord Lieutenant Fiona
Armstrong will be on Armistice
Day, November 11.
While the museum is closed,
visitors can see some of its
exhibitions at Gretna Gateway
Outlet Village for the next few
weeks.
Judith said: “We’ve put up
two of our displays in a vacant
unit which will be open daily
from 1pm to 4pm.
“One display focuses on what
happened at HM Factory
Gretna on November 11, 1918
and the other display is all
about Animals in War.
“We do hope people will drop
in while they’re at the Gateway
and come to see the revamped
Mossband Clock in the museum
when it is installed.”
Both displays will be at the
Gateway until November 11.
This Sunday there is a drop-in
poppy-making workshop from
1.30pm to 3.30pm and this
Saturday Judith will showcase
maps and objects from the collection from 2pm to 4pm.
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PLUMBING & HEATING

CHIMNEY SWEEP

MARK FRASER
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FOOT HEALTH

CHIMNEY SWEEP

COMMISSIONING
▪
SERVICING
▪
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie
DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773
m. 07801 658561

TO LET

To
advertise
in the
E&L
Advertiser
please call

Chimneys and
Stove Flues swept.
Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819
SCRAP METAL

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE

TO LET - LANGHOLM

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN
Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk
COMPLAINTS

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER

COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in
The Eskdale and Liddesdale Advertiser, please
come into the office on Langholm High Street and
speak to the editor, Rachel Norris.

Alternatively, please contact the Company Secretary
by email – secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk
or by writing to:The Company Secretary
Muckle Toon Media
Ashley Bank House
Langholm DG13 0AN

MOBILE VAN TIMES

MOBILE POST OFFICE
TOWN HALL CAR PARK
WEDNESDAYS
12 noon - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS
9am - 2pm
___________________________

MOBILE
RBS
RVICEVAN
B S SE

R
ENTLYCar Park
Community
CURRCentre
ED
Charles
NCELLLangholm
CAStreet,

0 1 38 7 3
80012

CUMBRIA METALS

FARM SCRAP
URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries
Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal
Big or small
we remove it all
Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Canonbie & District
Community Council

The next community council
meeting is on
Thursday 12th November 2020
at 7.00 pm via Skype.
Members of the public wishing
to join the meeting should
email
carolamidwood@gmail.com
before 12noon on the 10th
when arrangements can be
made to enable them to join
the meeting.

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
is part funded by
LEADER Dumfries & Galloway

and charitable trusts and individuals from the community of Langholm.

E&L
JOBS

ADVERTISING

Advertise your
vacancies in the

E&L
Advertiser

013873 80012 |
sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk

Advertise in the E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised how little it costs!

An advert this size, 5cm x 2 columns,
will only cost £15 + VAT each for 12 inserts.
This can include your logo or other graphic
and can be designed in-house.
Contact 013873 80012 for details.

GROW
G
ROW Your
Your B
Business
usiness
with tthe
he E & L!
L!
with
The advert below (5cm x 2 columns)
will cost only £25
5 for a single insertion but if you
y
advertise your bu
usiness monthly, the price falls to
£15 and if you advertise weekly, it collapse
es
to £10 - that
that’ss nearly nowt! *

This can include your logo or other graphic and
d can
be designed in-house.

Contact 013873 80012 for details.

JOHN SMITH
JOINER
RY
Y

5cm x 2 column

All aspects
of joinery work undertaken.
29 Grreeen Strreeet
Grreetna DG16 00B
BA
B
A
t. 01461 123456
m. 07890 654321

*these rates apply to an annual contract and are subject to VA
VAT at the prrevailing rate.

born in 1848 ......and still going stro
rongg!

Sports News

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
SATURDAY 7th NOVEMBER
SUNDAY 6th DECEMBER

Seven in a row
for stellar Polaris
Thursday November 5, 2020

Supported by KELSO RACES 01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Canonbie bowlers
put a lid on it

Left to right: Gillian Telford with Polaris, Becky Hetherington with Splendid Mikey, Abbie Montgomery with Diggle Boy and Tracey Hill with Red Hot Bob

First race fundraiser at Kelso

Kelso Races

THE season at Kelso Racecourse continues this Saturday,
but without spectators, when
the £15,000 feature race is the
Belhaven Brewery Wishing
Well steeplechase.
It was won 12 months ago by
Lucinda Russell’s Well Above
Par and Scotland’s leading jumps
trainer has three entries for this
year’s renewal in the shape of
Caboy, Voix D’Eau and Looks
Like Murt.
Blair Campbell has already
been ‘jocked up’ on the latter
and the partnership was denied
by only a neck at Kelso’s early
October meeting.
Maurice Barnes saddled his

first winner of the campaign at
Kelso’s previous fixture and the
Cumbrian trainer is looking for
more success with Ross
Chapman riding Bafana Blue in
the feature race.
The first race has been named
to promote the gofundme.com
page which is raising funds to
pay for medical treatment for
Jim Beaumont Jnr, the son of
the popular Scottish racehorse
owner Jim Beaumont.

Accident

The Grand National winning
owner’s son lost his right arm
in a traumatic accident while
training on his bicycle.
Friends and family are helping
to raise £100,000 to arrange private medical treatment for the

fitting of a new prosthetic arm.
Harriet Graham has earmarked
the race for her recent course
runner-up Bowderek.
The stable is in form, having
sent out Aye Right, owned by
Kelso racecourse director Geoff
Adam, to run a huge race to
finish third in the Charlie Hall
chase last weekend.
Lucinda Russell could have a
strong shout in the second race,
the Ian Anderson Memorial
chase, with recent Hexham scorer
Ain’t My Fault who was a close
second in this race last year.
Tim Leslie, the wining owner
last year with Ubaltique, is represented by Pull Green.
Donald McCain has booked
his daughter Abbie to ride

Middlemoss
Saturday, October 31

Seniors: Polaris, Sportsman,
Tynemouth, Class Mo Salah,
Fire Gun, Pirate Jake. 7 ran.
26.09.
Senior graded: Splendid Mikey,
Castle Clansman, Bobby Moon.
3 ran. 26.41.
Pups: Diggle Boy, Border Brow,
Border Brae, Time Will Tell. 5
ran. 12.32.
Open maidens: Red Hot Bob,
Vinnie Moon, Donna's Pride,
Fire Gem, Class Mo Salah.
5 ran. 14.08.

Tawseef, a winning hurdler who
hasn’t set foot on a racecourse
since finishing third on the flat
at Carlisle in August last year,
in the RacingTV Free Trial handicap hurdle over three miles.
Premier D’troice, normally
partnered by Brodie Hampton,
could be only the second runner
at Kelso for Lambourn trainer
Archie Watson, while last year’s
easy winner, Alistair Whillans’
Court Baloo, is also among the
entries.
Rose Dobbin has her team in
red-hot form. Recent winners
include Le Cheval Noir over
hurdles at Carlisle last weekend.
It won the National Hunt flat
race on this programme last year.
She will be keen on her chances
of taking the same race again
with Fete Champetre who carries
the same pink and black colours
of Mr and Mrs Duncan
Davidson.

The new glass fibre resin roof on Canonbie Bowling Club’s clubhouse

Bowling

CONTRACTORS have completed the Canonbie
Bowling Club’s clubhouse roof renovation works.
The scheme, replacing the worn mineral felt roof with
a new glass fibre resin installation from Thomas Forsyth
Roofing, was made possible thanks to the financial
support of the Dumfriesshire East Community Benefit
Group (DECBG) which is funded by ScottishPower
Renewables’ Ewe Hill windfarm.
Teresa Irving, club president, said: “We are indebted
to DECBG for its support which means the infrastructure
is maintained for many years to come, enabling us to
continue offering bowling facilities for players of all ages.
“The clubhouse refurbishment means we will be able
to arrange inter-club matches and tournaments once
more, alongside a full range of competitive and social
bowling for our members once post-COVID-19 times
return.”

Jamie’s
two 4ths
Horseracing

JAMIE Gormley has been crisscrossing the country from
Doncaster and Catterick to
Newcastle, Southwell and
Wolverhampton.
His best results were at
Catterick with a fourth on My
Sonny for Iain Jardine in a fivefurlong handicap and a fourth at
Southwell on Samovar for Scott
Dobson in another five-furlong
handicap.
Riding for Jardine on
Newmarket Warrior at Newcastle
he came ninth in a one-mile
handicap five lengths behind in
the 13-strong field.
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There was a scale after the
road crossing and Splendid
Mikey stole a march on the other
two when he finished on his
own to win nicely.
The other two had a battle
royal for second and third but
Clansman fended off the challenge by Bobby Moon to hold
on to second.
The pups set off at a good
pace with nothing between the
first four at the road but Diggle

Best pumpkin in the junior
section was made by Amy
Brookes and best senior was by
Sam Newstead.
This concluded the trails on a
high note for the short season
and let’s hope for better times
next year.
____________________

771472

Scale

Boy was to the fore, striding up
the finish to win easily.
The race for second, third and
fourth was very close but Border
Brow just beat his sister Border
Brae and Time will Tell.
The last race was the open
maidens and at the road it was
hard to pick a winner but coming
up the finish Red Hot Bob finished determinedly to beat his
kennelmate, the much-improved
Vinnie Moon.
There was a show for next
year’s pups and best bitch in
show was Mandy Telford’s pup
by Ferry Bob out of Kathlynns
Choice.
The best dog was judged to be
Sean and Donna Hetherington’s
pup by JLS out of Donna’s Pride.
The dog was judged best in
show.
There were some Halloween
capers with a fancy dress competition which was won by Janie
and Amy.

Price 80p
9

NEWCASTLETON hound
Polaris made it seven wins in
a row when he won the seniors
at Middlemoss last Saturday.
The final trail of the season
was sponsored by Les and Kate
Richardson and Caroline
McCreedy-May kindly sponsored rosettes for all the prizewinners.
It was the horrendous weather
so it was touch and go whether
the trails could go ahead but our
dedicated trail layers Andrew,
Tracey and Derek battled on
through the storm to get the
aniseed down to allow the races
to proceed.
First up were the seniors and
after some scaling at the road
crossing, Sportsman took them
through, with Polaris setting off
after his kennelmate down into
the bottom.
When they came on to the

finish, Polaris had gained command again and finished about
30 yards ahead of Sportsman to
make it seven wins in a row.
Tynemouth was next to appear
and finished strongly.
There were only three entries
for the graded trail and Langholm
hound Castle Clansman was first
to the road, with Bobby Moon
tucked in behind and a small
gap to Splendid Mikey.

45

Hounds

