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Digital skills project
is launched

THE Langholm Initiative’s
digital skills project, which
offers support to older people
to get online, is being launched.

Full story: Page 3

Beyond the 
September equinox

NOW that we have passed the
September equinox, there is
no denying that summer is 
finally over writes gardening
columnist Helen Knowles.

Full story: Page 14

A Grade I winner

SIMPLY Ned, a Grade 1 winner
over fences, lines up for Kelso’s
feature race for the sixth con-
secutive year this Sunday.

Full story: Page 16

Flood protection order
delayed by fresh study

THE Crown Hotel in Langholm changes hands
tomorrow.
Martin Tedham has sold the hotel to Steven and

Samantha Park.
The bars and restaurant have been closed during the

pandemic but the couple will look to reopen everything
as soon as possible.
Martin said he wished them well and hoped that a
resident owner would take the Crown from strength to
strength.
It is understood that manager Hayley Evenden will

continue working at the hotel.

New owners at the Crown Hotel are taking over tomorrow

New owners take
over Crown Hotel

SCOTLAND’S environmental watchdog has delayed
progress of Langholm’s flood protection scheme by 
insisting on an environmental impact assessment (EIA).
Today Dumfries and Galloway
Council’s communities commit-
tee was being recommended to
give the go-ahead to the flood
order being published.
But there will now be a six-
month delay with extra costs of
up to £70,000 to pay for the
EIA.
The council’s flood risk man-
agement team consulted the
community on its preferred 
option of direct defences, com-
prising walls and embankments,
with an overflow channel
through Buccleuch Park to 
relieve flow on the Wauchope
during high flow events.
The current estimated cost is
£9.9m. 
While preparing documents
for publication later this month,
the council was advised by the

Scottish Environment Protection
Agency (SEPA) that the scheme
must have an EIA completed
and this will take about six
months.
The Water Framework 
Directive assessment identified
that the scheme had the potential
to cause a deterioration of the
morphological (the shape / form
of the river channel and how
that can change over time) status
of the Esk and Wauchope.
SEPA’s view is that that the
works may lead to deterioration
of the water environment beyond
the location of the defences.
The cost is estimated at
£50,000 to £70,000.
The report to today’s meeting
said: “Legislation does not 
require any additional engage-
ment before proceeding to the

scheme’s publication but the
project team considers it’s 
important to re-engage with peo-
ple and see whether any issue
can be addressed before the pub-
lication process rather than 
after.
“The team is aware of oppo-
sition, particularly to the height
and scale of some of the defences
and the adverse effect it may
have on the town.
“Before committing more
spend, particularly the EIA, it
is recommended another en-
gagement event is held.
“Enhancements to the 
computer-generated 3D model
are being developed to show
more walk-through visuals of
the defences.
“There is an option to install
full-scale mock-ups of sections
of the defences on site to give
people as accurate representation
as possible.”

> Turn to Page 2

Flood Scheme Forum
D&G COUNCIL ANSWERS SOME OF YOUR QUESTIONS: PAGES 8 & 9

The River Esk in flood, seen from Langholm bridge
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Mock-up walls being designed

Help is at hand
Langholm Covid group offers its support

Church Notices

Funeral Services

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS

For a Personal Service

Hedley and Turnbull
013873 75404 / 013873 75532 / 0789 655 7941

Funeral Directors
Undertaker & Monumental Service

New Memorials supplied
Additional Inscriptions and Cleaning

David W. Erskine
Briery Bank, Ewes, Langholm

Tel: 013873 81251 or 07710 906257

CANONBIE UNITED
& LIDDESDALE

PARISH CHURCHES

Sunday 4th October

Sunday Morning 
Worship 

Liddesdale 10am
Canonbie 11.30am

Services led by 
Eric Dempster

All welcome but please 
note limited seating due 
to Covid restrictions. 

Charity no. SCO00717

WIGHTMAN
William. Passed away peacefully at the
Cumberland Infirmary, Carlisle on Sunday 20th
September surrounded by his family. Billy aged
76, beloved husband of Anne, loving father of
Scott and Grant, dear father in law of Louise and
devoted Papa of Finlay and Rowan. He will be
sadly missed by all who knew him. A private
funeral was held at Carlisle Crematorium.
Donations if you wish to Macmillan Cancer
Support.

Deaths

WITH all the recent changes
surrounding the COVID-19
restrictions, people are getting
a bit confused as to what they
can and cannot do.
The Langholm Covid support

group, which is on Facebook,
has swung back into action to
help people affected by the rules.
There is an information chart,

supplied by Third Sector 
Dumfries and Galloway which
simplifies things. 
As a group, the most frequent

question it’s been asked is “can
I go and see my mum, grandma,
elderly neighbour?”.
The answer is yes if you’re

classed as part of their extended
family.
We are not in lockdown as we

were earlier in the year and peo-
ple can still go out.
They just need to follow the

FACTS: Face coverings in shops
and pubs; Avoid crowded places;
Clean hands and surfaces; Two-
metre distance; Self-isolate and
book a test if they have symp-
toms.
If you live on your own and

are starting to feel isolated, a
walk and a socially-distanced
blether with your neighbours
will lift your spirits.
A trip into town will not only

help support the shops, which
have done a great job this year,
but you’re bound to meet and
chat to a number of people. After
all, Langholm is the friendliest
place on earth.

Try to limit the time you spend
watching the news, reading 
papers and social media in gen-
eral. Doom scrolling will have
a negative impact.
Instead, why not watch a com-

edy, listen to your favourite 
music, read a book or start that
hobby you’d always planned to
do.
For those of you who can’t

get out and don’t have anyone
to visit, the Covid group has
volunteers who are happy to
support and befriend.
So, if you fancy a chat, give

them a ring. No one needs to go
through this alone. 
Contact 07525 764 673 or

07860 131 496 by phone, text
or WhatsApp.

LANGHOLM, 
ESKDALEMUIR,

EWES & WESTERKIRK
PARISH CHURCHES
Church service on 

4th October will be in 
LANGHOLM Church

at 10.00am
WESTERKIRK Church

at 1.30pm
There will be a retirng 

offering for Harvest to go to 
the Food Banks

Contact us for transport
0744 885 8818.
Social Distancing 
will be observed.  
Please wear masks. 

Preacher: the Minister.
Tel: 013873 80859.

Mobile. 07543 179469
Charity no. SCO11946

ELLIOT
May and all Christy’s family thank everyone for all
their very kind cards, letters and flowers, quite
overwhelming and very much appreciated at this
sad time. Also a huge thanks to all who lined the
Langholm streets and up the A7 to see Christy go
on his final journey through the Borders. What a
send off! 
We give our thanks to the Cumberland Infirmary

Hazel ward where Len so kindly cared for Christy.
Then Beech ward D a special mention to all the
wonderful staff, the care was exceptional. Not
forgetting Mr Ojimba with his gentle kind words.
Lastly thank you to David Erskine for advising and
guiding with funeral arrangements and Tommy,
Arthur and Jim for making that memorable last
journey with Christy. 

>From Page 1
Such an event would be affected

by COVID-19 restrictions but the
construction and installation of
mock-ups could be done later in
the year.
The report added: “Public feed-

back on the scale of defences nec-
essary to achieve the design level
of protection would help to 
determine the likelihood of formal
objections and inform members
in making decisions on progressing
the scheme.
“Depending on how quickly the

mock-ups could be installed, this
approach would put back the
timetable by three to six months.
“If, after the engagement, mem-

bers decided to proceed, we would

do the EIA and the scheme would
proceed as planned.”
It is anticipated that the public

engagement would run from
November to April and a report
go to committee in May.
The detailed design would be

completed in 2025/6 followed by
the construction.

Reprieve
The flood defences review group,

which is calling for a design 
review, has welcomed the tem-
porary reprieve but is disappointed
there is no mention of a review to
deal with the issues they raised.
It welcomes the proposal for the

on-site mock-ups but says it’s
only an enhanced sales-pitch for

the same scheme currently on the
table.
The group wrote to councillor

Andy Ferguson, committee chair-
man, asking for a review.
In his response Mr Ferguson

said: “I know Langholm well and
I’m only too aware of the devas-
tation flooding causes when the
Esk and Ewes are in full spate.
“I’m considering the points you

raise and I’ll discuss them with
the flood risk management team.
“Whichever option is preferred,

there will be further engagement
with the community on it before
it is formally published.”
In a statement, the group said:

“Public engagement and offering
opportunities to influence the 

design are two entirely different
things.”
In its correspondence with the

group, the council’s team wrote:
“We’re preparing another ‘virtual
tour’ to enable people to go online
and view the defences from an
eye-level perspective at about a
dozen locations along the river
and then rotate the view to look
back and forth along the defences.
“This will be accompanied by

still images which include the 
appropriate defence heights.
“This virtual tour has been cre-

ated from scratch because the 3D
model did not provide the quality
needed for such enhanced visuals
because the work is detailed and
time-consuming.”

Thanks for Sympathy

James Rae & Sons
Headstones and Memorials

● Headstones
● Memorials
● Children’s Memorials
● Desks and Vases
● Memorial Design
● Memorial Restoration

11a George Street ● Annan
01461 202083 ● www.jraeandsonsheadstones.co.uk

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser is part funded by the
above organisations along with charitable trusts and 

individuals from the community of Langholm.
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Armistice
proposal
WITH no sign of the current
health crisis abating, Langholm
Social Club’s committee has 
decided not to organise the annual
Armistice parade.
It plans to hold a short act of
remembrance at the war memo-
rial and more information will
be released once all the details
are finalised.
Whatever form the event takes,
it is highly likely that COVID-
19 social distancing and other
measures will still be in place. 
If you wish to lay a wreath, please
tell David Patterson, chairman.
Orders for wreaths can now be
made. They are available from
the Lady Haig website or, if you
prefer, can be included in the
bulk order normally submitted
by the club.
Please send details to 
davep1723@hotmail.co.uk or
leave a message on 07518 891
795 before October 23.

____________________

Security
centre
ESKDALEMUIR Forestry has
applied for planning permission
to site a temporary portable cabin
and toilet building for a private
security training centre and 
associated works at Clerkhill.

____________________

New bridge
proposed
TILHILL Forestry is seeking plan-
ning approval to build a bridge
over the Logan Water, associated
with a new forest road, at Tansy
Hill near Langholm.

Digital skills project is
launched in Langholm
Older people, young people and low-income families targeted
THE Langholm Initiative’s digital
skills project, which offers support
to older people to get online, is being
launched.
The project, funded by Ewe Hill 16,
Muirhall Energy and Dumfries and 
Galloway Council, will work with 
volunteers to help those aged 65 plus in
the community build their confidence
with technology and the internet.
The project is due to start on Monday,
October 12.
Jason Railton, project manager, said:
“We’re delighted to be able to launch
this project which is so important for
people in our area. 
“If we’ve learned anything during the
COVID-19 crisis, it’s that we are leaving
people behind as technology becomes
more central to our daily lives.”
The poject is based on research 
undertaken by the Langholm Initiative
last year.
Building our Digital Future, the report
published by the Initiative, highlighted
the need to improve the digital skills of
older people as well as young people
and businesses.
“One of our key priorities was 
increasing support to older people which
will benefit them in a number of ways,”
Jason said.
“But we never imagined we’d be trying
to achieve that against the current back-
drop.”
The project originally planned to offer
in-person, one-to-one sessions with older
people.
However, because of increasing 
restrictions, the sessions will be delivered
exclusively over the phone for the fore-
seeable future. 

“Although this isn’t ideal, colleagues
in Scotland have told us that delivering
this kind of project over the phone can
have benefits, not least, increasing 
people’s confidence in using the tech-
nology of their own accord.”

Exclusion
Digital exclusion is a major issue in
Scotland, with Dumfries and Galloway
highlighted as a key risk area by the
Tech Partnership.
Barriers to getting online particularly
affect older people, those with disabilities
and low-income families.
Research by Scottish Council for 

Voluntary Organisations, the Office of 
National Statistics and Good Things
Foundation shows that, although moving
online is becoming essential for everyone,
confidence and motivation is preventing
many people from picking up a tablet
or laptop.
Jason said: “Our project will help you
explore technology in a safe and 
supported way.
“Our programme is designed to be 
informal and fun, working with a vol-
unteer entirely at your own pace and
for as long as you need.”
The project also looks at the bigger
picture of technology in the region.

By working with a range of partners,
the Initiative hopes to connect young
people to future career and training 
opportunities. 
Jason added: “Our young people should
be supported to see Langholm and south-
ern Scotland as a viable place to work,
start a business or in the ‘new normal’,
work remotely for larger, distant firms.
“We want to show that’s possible by
showcasing the enormous potential of
the digital sector down here, breaking
down what digital is all about and getting
them involved in fun and practical 
activities when we can.”
The project will also focus on sup-
porting businesses in the wake of the
recent crisis.

Creative
“We’re excited to embark on a new
partnership with agencies, like Skills
Development Scotland and Dumfries
and Galloway Council, to help introduce
digital and creative media foundation
apprenticeships here.
“This week we launched a short survey
so we can help to deliver practical
support to businesses, based on what
they need rather than what is prescribed
for them.
“We hope that, in doing so, we can
support them to move forward during
the crisis.
“We urge all our businesses to fill in
the short survey at
langholminitiative.org.uk/survey or get
in touch for a paper copy.”
If you’re interested in learning more
about their programme as a learner, vol-
unteer or business, call Jason at the 
Initiative on 07843 947 411 or email
jason@langholminitiative.co.uk

CONSTRUCTION work on the former
police station in Langholm has begun.
The building is being converted into 
four flats by the Eskdale Foundation 
and the work is being done by Cubby
Construction.
Approval was given by Dumfries and
Galloway in March 2019 and the building
was formally handed over to the foundation
by Dumfries and Galloway Council a
month later.
The plan is to provide high-quality, 
affordable homes in the community. Work
was delayed by the COVID-19 pandemic
but fencing and scaffolding has now gone
up.
The 19th century Scots baronial style
building, which is listed, comes with two
complete white and turquoise-tiled cells
with original timber doors.
The conversion was developed by John
Gilbert Architects of Glasgow and will
provide affordable accommodation. The
building has been vacant since 2010.
The architect’s report said the proposals

would prolong the life of this vacant, 
B-listed building and ensure its position in
its prominent location in the town will be
maintained.
Externally, the building will be repaired
with as much of the historic features retained
as possible.

Windows and doors will be returned to
the design observed in archive images and
the forecourt will be developed to enhance
the building’s setting.
Permission was granted on the condition
seven car parking spaces are created and
the layout is approved by the planners.
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ERIC
HAGAN
O P T I C I A N S

Longtown 
Tel: 01228 791664

Brampton
Tel: 016977 42703

Personal care and attention from your  
first appointment with us.

Spectacles & Contact Lenses 
to suit all budgets

www erichaganopticians co uk

Book your eyetest today BBooookk yyoouurr eeyyeetteesstt ttooddaayy

www.erichaganopticians.co.uk

Personal care and attention from your
first appointment with us.

Spectacles and Contact Lenses
to suit all budgetsWork has begun on converting the former Langholm police station into four flats

Come and pop in to our Longtown Surgery
We also run a Pet Health Clinic 

every Thursday 4-5 pm in 
Newcastleton Village Hall 

For an appointment for either of the above
call 01228 791245 

Email: info@capontreevets.co.uk
Website: www.capontreevets.co.uk

Borders Business Park
Longtown 
CA6 5TD

The Langholm Initiative’s project will offer support to older people to get online

Work on new flats starts



DOREEN Bell (née Donaldson),
who passed away peacefully
on September 11, will be sadly
missed.
She was born in Annan and

moved to Langholm from
Carlisle when she married Arthur
in 1957.
When the Eskdale & 

Liddesdale Advertiser introduced
a citizen of the year award,
Doreen was deservedly the first
winner.

Spirit
She had a very generous spirit

and the many parties she hosted
at home and elsewhere are 
fondly remembered by all who 
attended. 
Doreen's kindness extended

to people less fortunate than
herself, including older people
who found themselves alone. 
She was undoubtedly one of

the best fundraisers of her kind
in Scotland, initially collecting
for the RNLI and later working
enthusiastically for many other
worthwhile causes, local, 
national and international.
She even braved the busy pubs

on a Saturday night to maximise
her fundraising. 
Doreen made no secret of her

political preferences. She loved
attending party conferences.
Her efforts and dedication in

aiding electoral success have
been gratefully acknowledged
by prime ministers and party
leaders.
A lover of music, Doreen was

organist for many years at All

Saints and Kirkandrews-on-Esk
churches.
She attended the Oberammergau

Passion Play in Germany in
2010.
With her sister, Jean, she 

regularly attended musicals in 
London and, with Arthur, sup-
ported many events at the 
Buccleuch Centre.
Doreen loved travelling and

ventured far and wide, often on

her own.
Although never very athletic,

she won a prize for being 'the
best sport' on a snorkelling trip
in Australia. She was always
fun to be with. 

Admirable
She was good at starting friend-

ships and admirable at 
maintaining them.
Even in her 80s, she was 

organising class reunions from
her schooldays and keeping in
touch with friends she'd met
during family holidays in 
Sutherland 45 years earlier.
Commitment

Doreen always fully supported
Arthur's commitment to provid-
ing employment in the commu-
nity as a woollen manufacturer.
She was delighted to see her

husband and son work together
to take the family business to a
level unprecedented in its 100-
year history.
When Arthur passed away,

Doreen was happy to see his
entire estate divided between
the charities they supported and
the Arthur Bell of Langholm
Trust which will continue to
support local projects for many
years to come.
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EMERGENCY
NUMBERS Doreen: friend to many

Margaret Sanderson, right, of the Westerkirk Library Trust presents a copy of A Short History of the Woollen Mill Industry in Langholm, Dumfriesshire,
based on the writings of her late husband, Arthur, to Doreen Bell in November 2018

NHS Borders has announced its flu
vaccination programme for
Newcastleton.
Those people who will be vaccinated

outwith the health centre, are being 
advised by letter of the venue and dates
for their flu jabs.
They are the over 65s; unpaid / young

carers; 55 to 65 year olds (new group for
20/21); and 50 to 54 year olds (new group
for 20/21) if vaccine supplies allow.
Letters are being sent to the over-65

group to advise them to book an appoint-
ment at their NHS Borders clinic. The
letters include a dedicated phone number
and a team of call handlers will help
patients to book their appointments.
To ensure those who are most at risk

are vaccinated first, people aged 55 to 64
will not be vaccinated until December
and no appointments will be offered to
this age group until then.
If vaccine supplies allow, the flu vacci-

nation will also be offered to people aged
50 to 54.
If you are aged 50 to 64 and are already

eligible for the flu vaccine, you will be
invited to attend the Health Centre for
your appointment.
More information from NHS Borders

is on Facebook and Twitter at
https://www.facebook.com/NHSBorders
and https://twitter.com/NHSBorders
Any 18 to 64-year-old ‘at risk’ patients,

who have medical conditions, including
chronic respiratory disease, chronic heart
disease, chronic kidney disease, chronic
neurological disease, diabetes, immune-
suppression; asplenia or dysfunction of
spleen; and morbid obesity can attend
clinics, strictly by appointment only, to
ensure appropriate social distancing, man-
age PE changes and carry out appropriate
cleaning processes.

Dates
The dates and times are Tuesday, October

13, 2pm to 5pm; Thursday, October 15,
2pm to 6.30pm, Saturday, October 24,
9am to 12pm; Thursday, October 29, 2pm
to 6.30pm.
If you belong to one of these groups,

please ring the practice after 10am from
Monday to Friday to book your flu vacci-
nation appointment.
Midwives will offer vaccinations to all

pregnant women.
A one-way system will be in place on

flu clinic days at the centre so patients are
asked to follow the signs round to the rear
of the centre to enter by the back door.

This will help maintain social distanc-
ing. Patients must wear face masks at
these appointments.
To help make sure the appointments

run to schedule, patients are asked to
wear short sleeves and take off jackets
ready for the vaccination to be given.
The clinics are solely for flu vaccina-

tions and it will not be possible to discuss

any other medical matters at the time.
Patients are asked to arrive on time so

the appointment spacing can be main-
tained.
More NHS Inform information leaflets

are available at 
https://nhsinform.scot/healthy-living/
immunisation/vaccines/flu-vaccine#
further-information.

POLICE SCOTLAND
Langholm.......................101
Newcastleton ................ 101

COUNCILS
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
.................................030 3333 3000
.............www.dumgal.gov.uk
Fault reporting (potholes/street-
lights etc) ............................
0800 042 0188
Langholm Town Hall/Library ..
013873 80255
Dumfries and Galloway
bus timetables
www.dumgal.gov.uk/timetables
Scottish Borders Council ....
0330 100 1800
out of hours ..01896 752 111
Scottish Borders
bus timetables 
......www.scotborders.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Scottish Water
.....................0800 0778 778
......www.scottishwater.co.uk
Scottish Power
.......................................105
.....www.scottishpower.co.uk
Scottish Gas emergency ....
0800 111 999
National Rail enquiries ........
03457 484 950
.........www.nationalrail.co.uk
Floodline SEPA
.....................03000 996 699
.................www.sepa.org.uk
Amey (A7) 
.....................0800 042 0188
...www.scottishtrunkroadsse
.amey.co.uk

POST OFFICES
Langholm .....013873 81109
Newcastleton ..013873 75361
Canonbie ......013873 71348
Rowanburn ...013873 71542

HOSPITALS
D&G Royal Infirmary
......................01387 246246
Cumberland Infirmary
......................01228 523444
Borders General Hospital ...
01896 826000
Thomas Hope Hospital
.....................013873 80417

DOCTORS
Langholm .....013873 83100
Newcastleton ..013873 75100
Canonbie .....013873 71313
NHS24 ...........................111

CHURCHES
Langholm,Eskdalemuir  Ewes and
Westerkirk Parish churches
Ms Joy Lunn
Session clerk...07584 357180
Canonbie United Parish church
Session Clerk..013873 25255
Liddesdale Parish church
Session Clerk..Glynis Cambridge
07469 397065

SCHOOLS
Langholm  Primary
......................013873 80900
Langholm Academy
......................013873 80418
Newcastleton 
......................013873 75240
Canonbie 
......................013873 71336

CHEMISTS
Dalston Pharmacy, Langholm
......................013873 80220
Monday to Friday
8.45am -1pm; 2pm-5.30pm.
Saturday 8.45am-12.30pm.
Boots Pharmacy, Longtown 
......................01228 792859
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm.
Saturday 9am-5pm.

DENTISTS
Mark Buddy .013873 80521
Emergency - outside opening hours

01461 202508

Flu clinic programme set up

Flu clinics are being arranged by NHS Borders for residents of Newcastleton
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Rescued mill has new
name and big plans

Pandemic
journals
on display
OUTPOST Arts presents a col-
lection of original work and 
selected sketchbook pages cre-
ated by its Art Journal Project
group.
The exhibition celebrates the
journey of the participants and
showcases the personal progress
they made over the course of
the project.
With so many anxiety-
inducing things happening in
2020, with the help of the
Langholm Initiative, OutPost
Arts secured government fund-
ing to deliver the pilot project.
It employed four local and
regional professional artists and
makers to deliver the project
over three months.
They reached a wide variety
of people who were affected
by lockdown in different ways
and enhanced their well-being
through artistic expression and
participation.
The exhibition opens at The
Look Out in Langholm High
Street next Tuesday, October 6.
It will be open for three weeks.
Opening times are Tuesday to
Saturday from 10am to 4pm
until October 27.

Drove Weavers in Langholm earns praise and admiration from MSP
A NEW future with a new
name for a weaving company
in Langholm has earned praise
from its constituency MSP.
Drove Weavers, recently
bought from Lochcarron of 
Scotland by Ian Maxwell, has
looms running again and is now
in the process of taking on five
apprentices.
Ian Maxwell showed Oliver
Mundell around the mill last
Friday and spoke about his plans
to boost business.
Mr Maxwell told the E&L 
Advertiser that five employees
were in working and four looms
were weaving again.
He said; “Next Monday a big
order is coming in so we’ll have
another two people in by next
Wednesday. It is going well.
He has asked for financial
support from South of Scotland
Enterprise.
He added: “I’ve done a busi-
ness plan for them and I look
forward to getting help from
them.
“Two people applied for 
apprenticeships off their own

bat and we’re interviewing one
this week. But we could do with
three more; five in total.
“Apprentices are important for
the future. We need new blood.”
Ian says he has drawn up a
five-year plan.

Customers
The first year will be predom-
inantly commission weaving
and later they will produce new
ranges and bring in some high-
end customers.
He said: “There are some 
serious names. One has a £10
billion turnover and another
£60m. They’re top-end 
customers.
“Linton Tweeds in Carlisle is
sending us work; it’s a very
good customer.
“A new customer in Glasgow
has been in touch and Robbie
Trussler has been to see him.”
He added: “It’s going really
well and will be a great asset to
Langholm.
“As Steven Tweddle said: “If
we could weave goodwill, we’d
be working an extra shift.” There

are a lot of people behind us.”
Mr Mundell said: "Amid all
the gloomy news of late, it was
a real pleasure to tour the 
newly-rescued Drove Weavers
mill in Langholm to gain greater
insight into the high-end and
bespoke work in which they
plan to specialise.
"I'm sure many in the area
will share my admiration of Ian
Maxwell and his enthusiastic
team for their vision to retain
and build on the Muckle Toon's
historic reputation as a producer
of quality textiles.
"It seemed fitting that earlier
in the day, in my role as shadow
rural economy spokesman at
Holyrood, I visited an Eskdale
hill farm where I learned first-
hand current issues being faced
by Scottish wool producers.

Traditional
"Keeping the looms running
at Drove Weavers and preserving
traditional crafts and jobs pro-
vides an exciting narrative for
an increasingly discerning mar-
ket and, most importantly, by

recruiting apprentices, Ian will
help keep these skills alive in
Langholm.
"There will clearly be many
challenges ahead during this
difficult economic period but
Ian hopes to build the business
and, supported by a flexible
workforce, will gradually 

increase production hours and
jobs as the order book grows.
"I'm very keen to encourage
South of Scotland Enterprise to
back Drove as they work to
grow the business and invest in
the site. In my view, this is ex-
actly the type of project they
should support."

IN BRIEF

UNABLE to attend their son’s wedding
in New Zealand, Linda and Norman
Imrie sat up into the small hours to
watch the ceremony streamed live
into their home in Kirkpatrick 
Fleming.
Former Canonbie primary school and

Langholm Academy pupil, Colin Imrie,
was due to marry Tracey Howatt in April
but it was postponed.
New Zealand’s lockdown coincided with

the UK’s lockdown so was rescheduled

for later in the year.
With Auckland and the surrounding area

still in lockdown, Colin, an agricultural
worker, and Tracey, a paramedic, applied
for a special licence so they could hold
the wedding in their garden on August
30 with a few friends and family.
Linda said: Dan Borthwick used his

phone to film the ceremony live so Norman
and I could watch it at 2.15am our time.”
Colin has lived in New Zealand for 15

years and is now a citizen.

Oliver Mundell MSP is very much behind the new venture

Canonbie lad weds in NZ

Left to right, back row, are Matthew Findlay, Greig Scott, Shirley Scott, Dan Borthwick, Josh Howatt, 
bride’s son, Colin Imrie, Tracey Imrie and Lewis Imrie. Front row: Paddie Johnstone, Kirsty Johnstone 

and Cayden Imrie.
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GARRY PHILLIPS Agricultural & Motor Engineers
NEW Polaris Ranger 902 Diesel
The fastest & most versatile diesel

UTV on the market today
Price from £12,999 +VAT

Polaris Ranger 570 Petrol
Price From £8150 +VAT

Polaris 570 Sportsman
Price From £5995 +VAT

Available Now0%
Finance  on*

2 Years Warranty   on all*
Heavy Duty

Price £540 + VAT

Flexi Adjustable Scraper
Price £645 + VAT

Galvanised

Yard Scrapers

Scraper

Farming on the Border
In association with

C & D  AUCTION MARTS - LONGTOWN & DUMFRIES
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C&D Auction Marts Ltd had forward
7,939 store lambs and feeding ewes at
Longtown on Tuesday, September 22.
Another large offering sold to a full ring
of local and distant buyers from the
south. Lambs were smaller but trade
similar; in a nutshell, dearer on the week.
Overall average £73.40.
Top £94 for a Texel from Rinnion Hills
followed at £93 Baggarah, £90 Gillalees;
Beltex to £91 Greenwell Meadows, £90
Gillalees; Charollais to £82 Edgerston
Trading; Suffolk to £82.50, £80.50 Edger-
ston Trading , £80.50 Waterloo, £79.50
Waterhead of Dryfe; Greyfaces to £79
Aldery Terrace, £78.50 School Cottage,
£78 Hightown, £77 Gillalees; Cheviot
Mules to £84.50 Pilmuir; Roussins to
£90 East Foreshield; Beulah to £81 How-
cleuch; Easycares to £60.50 Croys Lodge;
Swaledales to £47 Lilburn Estate, £46
Ouston. Feeding ewes to £80 for Texels
from Barguillean Partnership. Hill ewes
to £54 for Blackfaces from High Thor-

neyburn, who also sold Cheviots to £51.
Rams to £60 for Swaledales from East
Kielder.
At the weekly sale of Hill Cheviots an
entry of 2,430 was forward. Buyers were
again keen to buy and trade was stronger
for a very good show. Best lambs sold
between £65 and £75. Top £84.50 and
£76 for Hill Northies from Courstein,
others to £75 Barguillean Partnership,
£73.50 Raeburnfoot, £71 Lymiecleugh.
Hill Cheviots to £72.50 Priesthaugh, £72
Carterton, £69.50 Twislehope, £69
Glendinning & Easter Alemoor.
At the special sale of Blackfaces there
was a top-quality entry of 2,000 forward.
Trade was easily the best of the season
with extreme prices realised. Top £75
Allensgreen, £70.50 Edges Green, £68
The Row, £67 Lamperts. Top lambs all
sold between £65 and £70 plus.
The mart had forward 9,387 sheep com-
prising 4,936 prime lambs and 4,451
cast ewes and rams at the weekly sale

on Thursday, September 24.
An improved entry of cast cows saw all
classes remain in demand, with more
numbers needed weekly. The sale topped
at 158p for an Angus shown by M Baxter,
Kilnhill, Gilsland, with other Angus cows
selling at £1,122 from Bridgewater &
Wood, Potholm, Langholm. 
A larger show of 5,036 prime lambs for-
ward. A national increase in the number
of lambs forward meant prime lambs
were easier on last week’s very high
rates of return. For all the lambs were
slightly easier, they are running at 45ppk
or £18-£20 in front of the same day last
year. Well-finished/fed lambs were still
wanted but leaner grassy types proved
harder to cash. Producers are urged to
sell store lambs in the store market here
on a Tuesday to receive a premium 
Topping the sale at 285p was a tremen-
dous Beltex lamb from A Williamson,
Dykehead, Penton. Top price per head
of £129 for Texel lambs from RF Forster,

Pates Hill, Irthington. Overall average
of 201.2p (SQQ 201.2p).
Another large entry of 4,451 ewes was
forward consisting of mainly hill-bred
ewes. Ewes again sold to a very com-
petitive ring of buyers, ensuring all
classes maintained last week’s high rates
of return.
Topping the sale was a pen of pure-bred
Texel ewes which sold at £176 from M
Watson, Four O Boot, Carlisle and hill
ewes topped at £90 for Blackface ewes
from Tayvallich Estate, Argyll. 
Cast rams again sold to blistering rates
topping at £195 for Charollais from R
Whittaker, Hundalee House, Jedburgh.    
Another large entry of 4,451 ewes was
forward consisting of mainly hill-bred
ewes. Ewes again sold to a very com-
petitive ring of buyers, ensuring all
classes maintained last week’s high rates
of return.
Topping the sale was a pen of pure-bred
Texel ewes which sold at £176 from M

Watson, Four O Boot, Carlisle and hill
ewes topped at £90 for Blackface ewes
from Tayvallich Estate, Argyll. 
Cast rams again sold to blistering rates
topping at £195 for Charollais from R
Whittaker, Hundalee House, Jedburgh.    
Heavy ewes: Texel £176 Four O Boot,
£158 Hillhouse, £154, £152 Four O Boot,
£152, £148 Firth, £146 Heathery Hall.
Beltex £138, £122 Hillhouse, £118 Sorbie,
Hensol & Mains of Balhall, £117 Dyke-
head. Bluefaced Leicester £116 Peela Hill,
£110 Nunscleugh. Charollais £114 Clay-
crop, £112 Hundalee House, £107 Heathery
Hall, £104 Beckfoot. Suffolk £108
Demesne, £107, £106 Claycrop, £100
Cavers Lea, £98 Rottington Hall. Mule
£97 Meinbank, £92 Moorhills, £90 Becton
Hall Bar, £89 Peela Hill, £88 Four O
Boot, £87 Rottington Hall. Cheviot Mule
£92 Kinninghall, £89 Stonehouse, £84
Falnash, £83 Glenmaid. North Country
Cheviot £92 Falnash, Purdomstone &
Little Galla.

Light ewes: Blackface £90 Tayvallich Es-
tate, £78 Littlegill, £73 Tinnis & Peela
Hill. Cheviot £82 Arkleton, £80 Unthank,
£78 Commonside, £77 Becks, £76 Falnash,
£75 Cadgillhead. Easycare £67, £62 Cleon-
gart. Swaledale £61 Nunscleugh.
Rams: Charollais £195 Hundalee House,
£135 Thackwood. Texel £180 Unthank,
£140 Beckfoot, £138 Chesters Brae.
North Country Cheviot £145 Swinside
Townfoot. Bluefaced Leicester £134,
£118 Swinside Townfoot. Oxford £120
Guards. Suffolk £112 Guards, £106 Fen-
wick. Cheviot £100 Garvilland, £96 Fen-
wick, £91 Burnfoot of Ewes. Romney
£100 Burnfoot of Ewes. Blackface £98
Tinnis, £94 Littlegill. 
Averages. Lambs: light to 204.8p
(185.5p); standard to 272.7p (204.8p);
medium to 285.7p (201.2p); heavy to
265.2p (201.3p); overweight to 212p
(200.7p). Ewes: light to £90 (£50.50);
heavy to £176 (£80.70). Rams: £195
(£93.10).

Around the marts

Use of antibiotics
in sheep surveyed

Pupils’ video wins
special £50 prize

A SPECIAL prize has been
awarded to Langholm 
Academy pupils who made a
video about sheep being wor-
ried.
The film, co-ordinated by 

Allison Little and made in Jan-
uary, was runner-up in a com-
petition organised by Police
Scotland in Dumfries and Gal-
loway.
Langholm won a £50 prize

because the SRUC loved it so
much.
Pupils Hannah Jeffrey and

Martha Brown are the dog own-
ers , while some younger pupils

play the parts of the sheep.
The competition was spon-

sored by SRUC, Scotland’s rural
college, Tarff Valley Ltd and
NFU Scotland.
The winners Ella Jordan and

Jordana Hall, students at Wallace
Hall Academy in Thornhill, won
£500 for the school.
Gemma Waugh, who attended

Wallace Hall Academy and now
teaches agriculture at SRUC’s
Barony campus, said: “All the
pupils involved have put in a
really big effort to raise aware-
ness about such a major issue
in agriculture.”

FARMERS and vets are being
asked to take part in a survey
to establish the number of an-
tibiotics used in the Scottish
sheep industry.
Last year the sheep health and

welfare group developed a set
of metrics which could be used
to benchmark farms and give a
national reporting figure on 
antimicrobial usage.
This survey has been devel-

oped by researchers at Scotland’s
Rural College (SRUC) to inform
discussions at industry and 
national levels about adopting
and developing these metrics.
Initially, it will investigate

how feasible and practical it
would be for sheep farmers
and their vets to provide these
core metrics.
Hannah Bishop, of the epi-

demiology research unit, said:
“Although we know overall 
antibiotic use in the British sheep

industry is not high, little is
known about the exact quantities

of antibiotics used in sheep
flocks.

“This makes it difficult for
the sheep industry to show use
in the sector is low and support
claims that antibiotics are used
responsibly in sheep.
“This is becoming increasingly

important to facilitate trade and
meet statutory reporting require-
ments nationally.”
The survey takes about 30

minutes to complete. A separate
survey is being sent to large 
animal veterinary practices.
This project has been funded

by the Scottish government’s
Strategic Research Programme
2016-2021, delivered through
SEFARI.

For more information or to
complete the survey go to
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/AM
U_SHEEP_2020_farmersurvey

A study is being carried out to assess the level of antibiotics being used in
the Scottish sheep industry

Langholm pupils win a prize for their video about dogs worrying sheep
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Council plans to sell a
small part of Kilngreen

A PATCH of land on the 
Kilngreen in Langholm is 
being sold to ScottishPower,
if it gets the go-ahead.

The 25 square metres next to
the public toilets would be used
by the utility to install electric
charging points.

But, because the Kilngreen
is part of the common good,
the council’s communities com-
mittee is being recommended
today to forward it to Annandale
and Eskdale area committee
for consideration.

If the sale is agreed, the coun-
cil will hold an eight-week
statutory consultation with the
community.

Members are asked to agree
that the 25 square metres is
surplus to requirements and
should be disposed of and the
views of the area committee,
meeting on November 25, be
sought.

The report to members said
the council owned the car park
and open space.

The land was disponed of by
the Duke of Buccleuch to the
provost magistrates and coun-

cillors of Langholm in 1922.
The council’s legal department

says this makes it inalienable
common good, given it was
disponed of to the magistrates
for the community and its 
inhabitants.

Consent
The Sheriff Court’s consent

will be needed before the land
can be sold.

Buccleuch has given its con-
sent to the proposed sale, as
required by the title.

The council wants to install
an additional one rapid charger
and two fast chargers, giving a
total of six charging bays.

To support the extra charging
capacity a new electricity sub-
station will have to be installed.

The exact location of the sub-
station is still to be agreed but
will be next to the entrance 
beside the public toilets.

Before ScottishPower will
agree to install the sub-station,
it wants to own the site for a
nominal fee or 99-year lease
and have the right to lay cables
and have vehicular access.
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To help stop coronavirus spreading, it is vital that we all
download the free Protect Scotland app. The app works by: 

 •  Quickly alerting you if you have been in close 
contact with an app user who tests positive

 •  Anonymously alerting people who have been 
in close contact with you, if you test positive

 •  Utilising Bluetooth technology, so it 
does not know your location or identity

 • Using minimal data

By downloading the app
today, we can all help protect 
ourselves, our families and
Scotland against coronavirus.

To fi nd out more about 
the app visit protect.scot

Get the app.
Stop the spread.

#WeAreScotland

Download the free 
Protect Scotland app today

Scottish Power want to purchase a piece of land on the Kilngreen in Langholm

Power company wants to buy land for a sub-station to feed electric chargers

The substation is to allow the installation of electric car chargers



THE Dumfries and Galloway Council team managing
the proposed flood protection scheme in Langholm have
answered a number of common queries which they have
received during the engagement process.

 Sediment Management
In some instances removing sed-
iment (gravel) from a river channel
will increase the capacity but 
any positive impact will be seen
only during low flows.
When it was assessed 
in Langholm, the amount of 
sediment was found to be negli-
gible compared with the amount
of flow during flood/extreme
events.
The study showed removing
sediment would offer no signifi-
cant or long-term benefits 
on water levels in a flood event.
Surveys undertaken in 2011 
and 2019, between the Langholm
bridge and suspension bridge 
revealed there was no sig-
nificant change in bed levels over
this time.
The river will naturally carry
and deposit sediment so removal
would need to be done regularly.
Removing sediment, as well as
not being a solution for protecting
Langholm in extreme flood events,
will generally have a negative
environmental impact on the river
ecosystem, resulting in a loss of
wildlife and habitats.
It is acknowledged that dredging
was done in the past and, while
this may have been done to reduce
bed levels at specific locations,
the evidence shows overall effects
would be minimal at all but low-
flow events.
Information on dredging is in
Floods and Dredging – a reality
check at 

www.ciwem.org/assets/pdf/
Policy/Reports/Floods-and-
Dredging-a-reality-check.pdf

____________________

 Natural Flood 
Management
This uses the environment to
store or slow down floodwater
and includes planting woodlands,
creating wetland and storage and
river restoration.
Commercial forestry practices
(tree species, drainage works, road
construction and felling operations
etc) can influence flood risk and
improving these practices can con-
tribute to reducing flood risk down-
stream during less extreme events.
Options have been extensively
investigated and modelled but none
was found to offer sufficient impact
on the potential flood levels in
Langholm.
Modelling shows that, while
there may be some benefit during
a minor flooding event, it would
not help in a major flood.
Improvements in the catchment
which provide these 
opportunities can be progressed
as part of the overall catchment
management by those in control
of the land.

____________________

 Height of Defences 
and Impact on Views
The height of walls and 
embankments varies to maintain
a consistent 1 in 200-year standard
of protection.
Where there is sufficient width,

the preference is usually to build
an embankment. This, generally,
is more in keeping with the river-
bank environment.
In certain locations there will
be a significant impact on views
of the river but, unfortunately,
this is the trade-off when providing
effective, long-term protection.
To help reduce the impact on
river views glass panels can be
used on top of solid walls to
maintain visibility.
The location of glass panels will
vary and can be continuous lengths
or smaller sections.
This will be part of the detailed
design but the emphasis will be
on keeping the defences as trans-
parent as possible and maintaining
as much visibility to the river as
we can.
On current access routes and
use of some of the riverbanks for
recreation, fishing etc, this will
form part of the detailed design
process and there is certainly no
intention to block such access or
use.
The defences will include access
points; these can be, for example,
stepped arrangements over low
walls, sloped pathways or even
gates.

____________________

 Scheme not needed/
Town has never flooded
The team are aware that
Langholm has never experienced
any significant flood events which
reached residential or business
properties.
However, predictions show 
extreme weather and flooding
will increase.
The scheme is, after all, to pro-
tect against future events and not

the past. 
The scheme was identified in
the strategic flood risk appraisal
done by the council in 2007.
It highlighted Langholm as one
of the top five settlements in the
region in terms of the number of
properties at flood risk.
The Scottish Environment Pro-
tection Agency (SEPA) published
its national flood risk assessment
in December 2011 which identi-
fied Langholm as a Potentially
Vulnerable Area (PVA).
The Solway local flood risk
management plan 2016 imposes
a duty on the council to deliver a
flood protection scheme.
The main funding for the scheme
(80%) will come from the Scottish
government. The funding is for
use on the identified scheme only
and cannot be used for any other 
purpose.

____________________

 New Buccleuch Park
The team have worked with the
park sub-committee on its proposal.
The overflow channel in the park
will be just over 1m deep at the
lowest point. The channel will be
landscaped and grassed with very
shallow slopes so it can be fully 
integrated into the park.
The channel’s purpose is to reduce
the flow of water along the Wauchope
in flood events by allowing water to
cross this site earlier than it currently
does.
The site will be dry most of the
year and is designed to come into 
effect only during extreme events.
It will redirect some of the flood
waters, allowing some of the wall
and embankment heights to be 
reduced.
By including the channel, the

defence heights can be reduced
along Elizabeth Street and George
Street by about 160mm and 
Caroline Street by about 100mm.
The war memorial will be 
unaffected by any works or the
flows in the channel.

 Secondary flooding
Surface water behind the 
defences will be considered in
more detail during the detailed
design phase.
The current proposals do not 
increase the surface water flood

risk.
With the defences in place, the
surface water will still flow freely
to the river as it does now.
During times when river levels
will prevent the surface water
draining directly to the river, stor-

age and pumped systems may be
needed to ensure there was no
ponding or flooding from surface
water.
Similar arrangements will be
incorporated for the Scottish
Water wastewater network.

Environmental Impact
Assessment

The team initially did an 
assessment which gave a prelim-
inary finding that such an assess-
ment was not necessary.
After further assessment and
consultation with SEPA, they
agreed that an assessment will
be done. This will take about six
months.
It was subsequently considered
appropriate after a Water Frame-
work Directive (WFD) assessment
identified that the scheme had
the potential to cause a deterio-
ration of the morphological (the
shape/form of the river channel
and how that can change over
time) status of the River Esk   

and Wauchope Water in
Langholm.
SEPA’s view is that the works
may lead to deterioiration of the
water environment beyond the
location of the defences.
This assessment will be done
before any consideration to publish
the scheme.
The assessment will consider
the impact on the surrounding
environment, including the air,
soil, water and human health such
as visual impacts, both during
construction and in the long term.

____________________

 Engagement
Option review 1 meeting in May
2019 looked at all the options
and took forward the ones which
would protect Langholm from
flooding.
It was attended by Scottish 
Natural Heritage, Scottish Water,
ward councillors, Langholm, Ewes
and Westerkirk community council
and contributions from and dis-
cussions with SEPA.
The first public engagement
event was in June 2019. It pre-
sented the outcomes of the option
review.
Ninety-six people attended and
left feedback which was consid-
ered and responded to.

Option review 2 meeting in 
January 2020 involved the same
attendees and progressed the 
options to a preferred scheme.
The second public engagement
was in February 2020 and 208
people attended. Their feedback
was recorded and responded to.
Both public events were adver-
tised and each property facing
the river was notified two weeks
beforehand.
More engagement events are
being considered before a decision
is made on progressing the
scheme.
More details are at 
www.dumgal.gov.uk/langholm-
floodprotection
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....Flood Scheme Forum....Flood Scheme Forum....

The River Esk in the centre of Langholm was last dredged in 2006.

Buccleuch Park was flooded by the River Esk during Storm Desmond in December 2015Concerns have been raised about secondary flooding such as that seen here on the A7 in August 2012

A still taken from Dumfries and Galloway Council’s video of what the proposed defences in Caroline Street may look like
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A Victorian garden and
an inn for all seasons

Retailer
ranks 13th
in Scotland
EDINBURGH Woollen Mill
has been ranked 13th in
Scotland in a table listing
Britain’s leading mid-market
private companies with the
biggest sales.
The 16th annual Sunday
Times PwC Top Track 250
league table is for the year up
to the end of March 2019.
The clothing retailer, which
is wholly owned by Philip Day,
posted sales of £630m and a
profit of £65m in that year.
At that time, it employed
11,023 people and its head-
quarters were in Langholm.

____________________

List MSP
goes for
Tory seat
SOUTH Scotland MSP Joan
McAlpine is to seek selection
for the Dumfriesshire con-
stituency at the Scottish election
next year.
The SNP MSP, currently a
list MSP, has represented the
region since 2011.
She now hopes to become
the party’s candidate for the
constituency seat, currently held
by the Conservatives.
Ms McAlpine confirmed she
had written to the Constituency
Association and the SNP’s 
national secretary to tell them
of her intention to seek nomi-
nation and has completed the
party’s vetting process.
She was previously an award-
winning journalist until she 
entered politics almost a decade
ago.
She said: “It’s been an honour
and a privilege to represent
South Scotland for nine years.
“I love living in Dumfries
and Galloway and I’ve worked
as hard as I can to represent
the people of this region.
“I have a strong track record
of sticking up for South 
Scotland, campaigning for fam-
ilies, businesses and community
groups.
“Now the constituency faces
a double whammy of a hard
Brexit and a second wave of
COVID-19, we need strong
SNP representatives to tell the
shambolic Tories enough is
enough.
“The recognition and respect
I have built makes me best
placed to win Dumfriesshire
for the SNP in 2021 and I look
forward to campaigning with
our fantastic activists to do just
that.”

MARRYING the harvest of 
a Victorian walled garden 
with delicious food in a stylish
country inn is the result 
of a passion for growing and
cooking the very best.
The garden at Netherby Hall
on the outskirts of Longtown
has produced a bumper crop
over the summer to supply 
nearby Pentonbridge Inn.
Chris Archer, head chef since
last year, plans and develops
his menus around the garden’s
seasonal offerings.
The E&L Advertiser spoke to
this partnership of Mark Jeffries,
head gardener, and Chris about
developments during the sum-
mer and how the lockdown had
affected business.
Mark gave a tour of the garden
to show off the abundance of
produce and talked about plans
for next year.
Explaining the process of keep-
ing the soil rich in nutrients, he
said: “We don’t use pesticides
so you could say we are fairly
organic.
“The soil is fertilised with nat-
ural compost which we get from
recycling everything. This builds
up the soil’s fertility and struc-
ture.
“We do a rotation with all the
different sorts of vegetables so
we don’t get pests and diseases.
“We have a large variety of
herbs, too, which are looked
after by one of our team of gar-
deners. We planted fruit trees
against the wall and wire 
arches.”

Ornamental
The team are in the process
of developing a new area behind
the garden with raised beds for
the winter and more fruit trees
against the fence and an orna-
mental area beyond. 
The two Victorian glasshouses
were restored to their former
glory and opened in February
this year.
They were full to the brim
with produce, including a 
selection of beautiful blooms,
some of which were being dried
to be used for décor in the bed-
rooms at Pentonbridge Inn and
the apartments at the hall.
Chris said: “The greenhouses
have made a huge difference.
We have about six different
types of tomato various fruit
and a great variety of herbs.”
During lockdown he and the
soux chef were redeployed in
the garden to help Mark with
weeding and they worked on
developing menus, dictating
which produce he needed.
Chris hails from Hull and his

passion for cooking started at
school.
He appeared on Ready Steady
Cook aged 14 and won with his
dish of couscous, crusted sea
bass with peppers and figs in
red wine with vanilla cream.
When lockdown came and the
pub closed, they had a surplus
of produce but, instead of wast-
ing it, they supplied the Carlisle
food bank with potatoes in early
April.
Wastage isn’t something which
happens as during the summer
they supplied veg boxes for 
the public to buy but that’s com-
ing to an end in the next few
weeks.

Also for sale are a range of
preserves made from the garden
produce, including carrot and
date chutney, foraged       elderflower
infused honey at £4.50 each and
rhubarb and rosemary preserve
at £3.20. These can be purchased
at Netherby Hall.
There are plans to open to the
public by scaling up events in
2021.
The next afternoon tea in
Netherby Hall is Saturday, 
October 24. where you will have
the opportunity to visit the
walled garden. Contact Abbie
on 01228 792732 to book a
table.

Netherby Hall and Pentonbridge Inn form the perfect symbiosis

Mark Jeffery, head gardener at Netherby Hall

Chris Archer is head chef at the Pentonbridge Inn

One of the two Victorian Glasshouses growing an abundance of produce

A view of the beautiful Walled Garden at Netherby Hall
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Doing the Great North
Run in the back garden

THE event itself may have
been cancelled but one keen
fundraiser decided to “run”
the Great North Run anyway.
Megan McCulloch, 32, com-

pleted the famous race in her
garden to help the care, support
and activities provided at 
Jigsaw, Cumbria’s children’s
hospice.
Megan took to the treadmill

and completed the 13.1-mile
half-marathon in aid of the
charity.
Megan had a special reason

for raising the money for Jigsaw,
which cares for and supports a
member of her family, who
lives in Langholm.
Megan, who lives in Auldgirth

near Dumfries, said: “Jigsaw
is used by my cousin, Dylan,
who is 18.
“He has complex needs and

Jigsaw has been amazing at
helping him and providing care.
“I work as an advanced nurse

practitioner at Dumfries and
Galloway Royal Infirmary and
I have huge admiration for the

staff at Jigsaw and Eden Valley
Hospice.
“Even though I’m not doing

the race, I thought what better
way than do it in the garden.
“My husband was the desig-

nated photographer and video
maker to show people support-
ing me how it was all going on
the day.
“I’d never run a half-marathon

so I was slightly worried about
doing this.”
The kindness and generosity

of Megan’s family and friends
means she exceeded her initial
fundraising target of £500, with
almost £1,000 raised to date.
The money will help Jigsaw

to provide the highest standards
of care, support and activities
to children and young adults
with life-limiting illnesses. 
Megan added: “I’ve been

overwhelmed by the generosity
of friends and family and thank
you to everyone from the bot-
tom of my heart. Jigsaw is an
amazing charity which helps
so many.”
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Sticking to the restrictions 
stops the spread.

When one person catches the virus, they infect others. And they infect 
more. It soon adds up. But by following the guidance and reducing 
contact with others it quickly slows the spread. 

It’s not easy. But acting now will help us get back to the things we enjoy. 
Go to gov.scot/coronavirus

Face
coverings

Avoid
crowds

Clean
hands

Two
metres

Self
isolate

Credit: Toby Morris & Siouxsie Wiles for thespinoff.co.nz

Stick with it. For yourselves and each other.

#WeAreScotland 

Didn’t meet anyone 
inside their home

Megan McCulloch “runs” the Great North Run in aid of Jigsaw

Nurse Megan completes the famous race in aid of charity close to her heart
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Latest coronavirus restrictions.

Face
coverings

Avoid
crowds

Clean
hands

Two
metres

Self
isolate

Stick with it. For yourselves and each other. 

#WeAreScotland

•  Do not meet people 
inside your homes.

•  Please work from 
home if you can. 14•  If you test 

positive, 
everyone in 
your household 
should stay 
at home for 
14 days.

•  Only meet one other household 
outside or in public places 
(max. 6 people). 

gov.scot/coronavirus
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GREAT Britain’s most successful
Olympian, the six-time gold medal winning
Sir Chris Hoy will give a talk about achiev-
ing your dreams at the Ballie Gifford 
Borders Book Festival Online.
He will appear on this Sunday’s family
event at 11am which is free to view at
https://bordersbookfestival.org/online-
event/sir-chris-hoy-be-amazing/
As a boy, Sir Chris never would have 
believed he could achieve his dream of 
becoming an Olympic champion.
In his first motivational book for children
he shares everything he has learned on his
journey to help inspire kids to fulfil their 
potential and be the best they can.
The book brings together his incredible
personal story with practical ideas for building
confidence, resilience and self-belief as well
as dealing with failure.
This guide, an essential read for any young
person with a big dream, shows anything is
possible with a positive attitude!
Sir Chris is GB’s most successful Olympic
athlete of all time, with six gold medals and
one silver.
Chris was voted 2008 BBC sports person-
ality of the year. His achievements in his 
career make him one of Team GB's most
successful Olympians.
He was the first Briton since 1908 to win

three gold medals in a single Olympic Games
and one of the most successful Olympic 
cyclists of all time.
Since retiring from competitive cycling,
Chris has become an award-winning author
and motivational speaker.

Marr and Moffat
This Sunday at 4pm Andrew Marr will take
his audience on a national journey in con-
versation with Alistair Moffat.
Elizabethans: How Modern Britain Was
Forged will take the long span of the reign
of Elizabeth II of England (and I of Scotland)
as its timeframe.
He tells the tale of the nation through the
people who animated it, from David 
Attenborough to Dusty Springfield, Sylvia
Plath to Elvis Costello, Frank Critchlow to
Bob Geldof and Zaha Hadid to James Dyson.

Godley and McDermid
Brace yourself for a night to remember
when Janey Godley is in conversation with
Val McDermid at 7pm.
Godley, one of the UK’s most popular
comedic talents and voiceover genius (aka
the unofficial voice of Nicola Sturgeon) comes
together with the Queen of Crime for this
wickedly entertaining and very special online
festival finale.

Sailing home to Ireland. Photograph by Gavin Graham of Langholm
Camera: Sony DSC-HX60 

The E&L Gallery

Sir Chris Hoy will talk about achieving your dreams

Book Festival Preview



NOW that we have passed the
September equinox, there is
no denying that summer is 
finally over.

The recent frosty mornings are
another reminder that winter 
really is coming and it’s time to
get to work in the garden, making
the most of the daylight and 
enjoying the final show of colour
from the late summer flowers
and there are plenty of those.

Daisy flowered plants seem to
dominate the autumn borders
with some of the Asters (many
are now renamed Eurybia or
Symphyotrichum, to me they’ll
always be Asters) just beginning
to put on their colourful display
and they are joined by the cheery
bright yellow blooms of 
Rudbeckia fulgida var. deamii
and the soft yellow of the peren-
nial sunflower Helianthus x mul-
tiflorus ‘Lemon Queen’ as well
as the Heleniums which are still
going strong.

All of these are fantastic plants,
not only for the splash of late
summer colour, which we enjoy,
but they also provide a valuable

nectar source for bees and  
butterflies who make the most
of the last warm days to forage
for what food they can find.

Mixed in among these late-
flowering stars are some of the
best garden grasses, Miscanthus
sinensis cultivars.

These are hardy, clump-
forming plants which have 
attractive foliage, and good 
autumn colour, and airy flower
plumes produced in late summer
and early autumn with colours
ranging from pale silver, copper
and deep purple, depending on
the variety.

The flowerheads gradually fade
to silver and stand well during
the winter, extending the season
of interest.

Spring
It doesn’t really seem right to

be thinking about spring already
but if you want to brighten up
your garden in the spring with
some bulbs, now is the time to
buy and plant them, whether it’s
in the ground or in containers.

It’s certainly far more cost-
effective to buy bulbs at this
time of year, rather than potted
up and in bloom in the spring.

Daffodils are probably some
of the best value bulbs. They
are very long-lived and soon
bulk up so you quickly end up
with more.

There is a tremendous range
available so it really is a matter
of personal taste.

Tulips are bright, dazzling and
sadly short-lived on our cold,
wet clay, apart from some of
the tiny species tulips.

Little gems such as T. tukestani-
ca, T. clusiana and T. sprengeri
cope better than the larger vari-
eties and, if given the right con-

ditions, will self-seed and grad-
ually form sizeable drifts.

Crocus are perfect for natu-
ralising in grass and look won-
derful when planted en masse.

Muscari (Grape Hyacinth) have
been transformed from the pale
blue which most of us are 
familiar with and there is now a
tremendous range of colours
from white to pink and the deep-
est purple-blue.

They can be enthusiastic self-
seeders but simply deadhead
them after flowering if you don’t
want them to spread.

Of course, no spring garden is
complete without Galanthus
(Snowdrops) but these are best
bought and planted just after
flowering, the dried bulbs just
don’t seem to establish very
well at all.

There is still too much growth
in the borders for me to start
mulching with well-rotted 
material from the compost heap
but, as I begin to clear summer
crops from the veg tunnel, I’ll
weed the beds and add a good
thick layer of mulch.

There is no need to dig it in
because the worms will do that
work for me and, by the spring,
the veg beds will be in perfect
condition for planting.

I’ve had my usual share of
successes and failures this year;
three packets of seed produced
six carrots, the squash have 
hardly produced anything and
the mice have started to eat the
beetroot but we’ve had lots of
tomatoes, courgettes, babycorn,
salad leaves and broccoli and I
finally grew leeks which were
a reasonable size.

There is plenty of scope for
improvement but it’s encourag-
ing and we all need a bit of that
from time to time.
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Beyond the September equinox

Aster ‘Little Carlow’

Rudbeckia fulgida var. deamiiCrocus

Helianthus multiflora ‘Lemon Queen’

by gardening columnist Helen Knowles
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COMMISSIONING
▪

SERVICING
▪

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

6 Riverside Park
Canonbie

DG14 0UY
t. 013873 71773

m. 07801 658561

CHIMNEY SWEEPPLUMBING & HEATING

E&L CLASSIFIEDS

CUMBRIA METALS
FARM SCRAP

URGENTLY
WANTED

Wire ● Tin
Machinery ● Lorries

Cars ● Vans
and all other scrap metal

Big or small
we remove it all

Registered Dealer
Call Patrick: 07979 877391

SCRAP METAL

MARK FRASER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

t. 01228 791617
m. 07810 023819

Chimneys and 
Stove Flues swept.

Wood Burning
Stoves Serviced.

COMPLAINTS

MOBILE VAN TIMES

TO LET

• Ashley Bank House
• The Old Post Office
• The Old Bakery, Well Close
• Garage & Studios, Lairds Entry
• BFA - expressions of interest at this stage

for further information, please contact 
HELEN STOREY, Ashley Bank House, Langholm DG13 0AN

Tel: 013873 81066 | email: helen@ashleybank.co.uk

OFFICES-STUDIOS-WORKSHOPS-STORAGE
TO LET - LANGHOLM

MOBILE POST OFFICE

TOWN HALL CAR PARK

WEDNESDAYS
12 noon - 3.30pm

FRIDAYS
9am - 2pm

___________________________

MOBILE RBS VAN
Community Centre Car Park

Charles Street, Langholm

RBS SERVICE

CURRENTLY

CANCELLED

The Eskdale & Liddesdale Advertiser
54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH

013873 80012  sharon@eladvertiser.co.uk
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FOOT HEALTH

Advertise in the E & L Advertiser
you’ll be surprised how little it costs!

An advert this size, 10cm x 2 columns,
will only cost £30 + VAT each for 12 inserts.
This can include your logo or other graphic

and can be designed in-house.

Contact 013873 80012 for details.

ESKDALE & LIDDESDALE ADVERTISER
COMPLAINTS

If you wish to make a complaint about anything in
The Eskdale and Liddesdale Advertiser, please
come into the office on Langholm High Street and
speak to the editor, Rachel Norris.
Alternatively, please contact the Company Secretary 
by email – secretary@eladvertiser.co.uk  
or by writing to:-  The Company Secretary

Muckle Toon Media
Ashley Bank House
Langholm  DG13 0AN

E&L JOBS
Advertise your vacancies in the

E&L Advertiser.
You’ll be surprised 
how little it costs!

To
advertise

in the
E & L 

Advertiser
please call
013873
80012

PUBLIC NOTICES

www.dumgal.gov.uk

PLANNING
The applications, associated plans and documents can be viewed on-line by 
following the ePlanning link on the Council’s website at www.dumgal.gov.uk/
planning.  Written comments may be made by email to Planning@dumgal.gov.
uk or via the Council’s website, as noted above, by 15/10/2020 (Type A).
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2013, Reg 20(1) (A) 
Ref No/Type Address/Proposal
20/1204/FUL (A) Clerkhill, Langholm - Siting of temporary portacabin 
and toilet facilities building for private security training centre and associated 
works.

ROADS 
(B7068 AND B709 BUCCLEUCH SQUARE – 
PARKING SUSPENSION) (TEMPORARY TRAFFIC 
MANAGEMENT) ORDER 2020 
The Council has made an Order under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1984 to temporarily suspend parking on B709 / B7068 Thomas Telford 
Road, B7068 Henry Street, U720a Montague Street (all Langholm), 
from 7am to 7pm on 13/10/20. The restriction is necessary to facilitate 
Openreach fibre cabling works and will apply only when relevant  
signing / coning is in place.



Horseracing
SIMPLY Ned, a Grade 1 winner
over fences, lines up for Kelso’s
feature race for the sixth con-
secutive year this Sunday.

The horse won the two-mile,
one-furlong £25,000 NSPCC
Schools Service Handicap
Steeplechase  in 2014 and 2015.

Trainer Nicky Richards said:
“This has been the starting point
for Ned for a lot of seasons now
and he’s been a star for us.

After Kelso, he usually goes 
to Cheltenham in October and
Leopardstown over Christmas
where he won a couple of Grade
1s.”

He looks likely to be accompa-
nied by McGroarty who won the
race last year and Nuts Well who
won in 2018 for Northumberland
trainer Ann Hamilton.

Aye Right, trained by Harriet
Graham and owned by Kelso 
director Geoff Adam, could make
his seasonal reappearance in the

race and is already a three-time
hurdle winner at Kelso.

In-form Dan Skelton is repre-
sented by Hatcher who has won
four of his eight starts over fences,
while Iain Jardine already has
Conor O’Farrell booked for Cool
Mix, a game runner-up at Kelso’s
opening fixture of the autumn.

Hawick’s Alistair Whillans has
an interesting newcomer to hur-
dles in the shape of Billy Bathgate
in the second race, the William
Hill Leading Racecourse Book-
maker Novices Hurdle.

The horse wears the colours
of Elizabeth Ferguson who had
success last year with Kaizer.

The Belhaven Brewery Handi-
cap Chase, over three-miles, is
the target for Damiens Dilemma
who sprang a 28/1 surprise for
Stuart and Sam Coltherd at 
Hexham recently.

Meanwhile, Lucinda Russell
has already booked Derek Fox
and Stephen Mulqueen for 
Shanroe Street and Speak Of The

Devil respectively.
The government’s current

COVID-19 protocols prevent the
public from attending sporting
events so only those necessary
to the staging of the racing will
be admitted and subject to a strict
screening process.

Jonathan Garratt, managing 
director of Kelso Races Ltd, said:
“The Scottish government has

committed to reviewing the situ-
ation on a three-weekly basis.

“Our priority is to gain permis-
sion for annual members to attend
as soon as it’s possible.

“We have plans which will 
enable the public to attend in
much the same way they currently
visit other open-air venues.”

The first of seven races gets
underway at 2pm.

Published by Muckle Toon Media CIC - a Community Interest Company, at their offices, 54 High Street, Langholm DG13 0JH. Telephone 013873 80012      Price 80p
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Sports News
Thursday October 1, 2020

Supported by KELSO RACES

NEXT SCHEDULED FIXTURES
SUNDAY 4th OCTOBER

saturday 24th october
01573 221221|info@kelso-races.co.uk

Canonbie kids get ready to bully off during the pandemic

Keeping active
during Covid

Hounds
DIGGLE Boy made it a hat-trick of
wins in the pup trails, scoring suc-
cesses at Spadeadam, Teviothead and
Cumrew.

In second place at Spadeadam and
at Cumrew was Border Brow but the
dog had to settle for sixth spot at
Teviothead.

In the three senior trails the honours
were well-spread with Delta Script,
Class Mo Salah and Tynemouth cross-
ing the line first.

Fire Lass notched up a win and a
second, the first in the open graded
trail at Spadeadam, the second in the
senior graded at Cumrew.

Buster Moon beat her to the finish
at Cumrew.

Eight open maidens set off on the
trail at Teviothead and first in was

Red Hot Bob, followed by Sportsman
and Class Mo Salah.

    ____________________

Spadeadam, 
Wednesday, September 23

Seniors: Delta Script, Polaris, Fire
Gun, Fire Belle. 4 ran 25.14.
Pups: Diggle Boy, Border Brow,
Matilda, Delta Status, Delta Style,
Just William. 6 ran. 19.00.
Open graded: Fire Lass, Buster Moon,
Bobby Moon, Lucky Charm, Over-
water Stanley, Sportsman. 13 ran.
18.00.

    ____________________

Teviothead, 
Saturday, September 26

Seniors: Class Mo Salah, Polaris,
Delta Scope, Fire Gun, Tynemouth,
Fire Belle. 7 ran. 25.27.
Senior graded: Buster Moon, Pirate

Jake, Fire Bolt, Splendid Mikey, Fire
Lass, Bobby Moon. 6 ran. 26.45.
Pups: Diggle Boy, Time Will Tell,
Delta Status, Matilda, Just William,
Border Brow. 7 ran. 16.05.
Open maidens: Red Hot Bob, 
Sportsman, Class Mo Salah, Lucky
Charm, Donna's Pride, Fire Gem. 8
ran. 16.40.

    ____________________

Cumrew: 
Tuesday, September 29

Seniors: Tynemouth, Delta Script,
Fire Gun, Class Mo Salah, Polaris,
Buster Moon. 8 ran. 27.21.
Senior graded: Fire Lass, Sportsman.
4 ran, 2 finished. 36.00.
Pups: Diggle Boy, Border Brow, Time
Will Tell, Delta Status. 5 ran, 
4  finished. 18.48.

Diggle Boy wins three pup trails

It’s simple for Ned

E&L
SPORT

Diggle Boy makes it a hat-trick

Horseracing
JOCKEY Dale Irving had
his ups and downs on the
track at meetings in Perth
and Sedgefield.

Despite two falls and one
horse pulled up, he stuck in
with five rides over two days
at Perth and two at Sedgefield.

His first ride at Perth was in
the two-mile handicap chase
on Our Lucas for Mike Smith
and they came in sixth out of

10 runners.
He rode No Such Number

for Maurice Barnes in the two-
mile, four-furlong handicap
chase and was ninth of 13.

His next two rides were also
for Barnes. Farocco was pulled
up in the three-mile handicap
hurdle, while Argent Et Or fell
at the last fence in the novices
hurdle over two miles.

He had better luck with 
Trongate, trained by Mike
Smith, in the three-mile 

handicap chase when he came
in third.

Barnes sent two runners to
Sedgefield on Tuesday.
Placedela Concorde was fourth
of the 12 runners in a handicap
chase over two miles and five
furlongs.

But in the two-mile, four-
furlong novices hurdle Fair
Lady fell three fences from
home.

Flat jockey Jamie Gormley
clocked up the miles 

with 10 rides, half of them for
Iain Jardine who trains at 
Carrutherstown.

Jardine’s Zabeel Star was
fourth of the 11 runners, coming
in five and a quarter lengths
behind, in a one-mile, six-
furlong handicap at Mussel-
burgh last Sunday.

Riding Jessie Allan for Jim
Goldie in a seven-furlong hand-
icap at Ayr on Tuesday, he was
fifth of the 14 runners, seven
and a quarter lengths adrift.

The ups and downs of racing

Active Schools
STEPS are being taken to
encourage school pupils to
be active during the COVID-
19 crisis.

Restrictions are in place on
the type of sport and physical
activity which can be delivered
during physical education in
schools.

Annandale and Eskdale 
Active Schools and Commu-
nity Sport and Canonbie 
Primary Parent Council have
joined together to buy a range
of sports equipment.

Some of this is to encourage
children’s activity levels during
the current restrictions.

New hockey sticks and balls,
a junior tennis coaching kit,

netballs and basketballs arrived
in the school last week.

Carol Wilson, depute head-
teacher, said: “One of the first
things the children requested
during our return to school
was to play hockey.

“They are enjoying playing
with their friends after such a
long time apart.

Donation
“This donation has kept the

children motivated and they
are keen to return to sport, 
focusing on sharing fitness as
fun.

“They have all enjoyed wel-
coming back to Canonbie our
partners within Active Schools
and Community Sport who
have been supporting PE 
delivery.”

Nuts Well and The Flying Portrait at Kelso


